Jim Jennings put out a little book on the buffalo roundup in 1974. | have included it and to make
it work | rearranged a few of the first pages:
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QUA QUEI

HOW THE

BUFFALO
WERE SAYED
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Jim Jennings
— L W—

Published and peimed in the
Unisd Semses of Amevics
by the
MISSION VALLEY NEWS

Saimt gaarmms, Vemane

o1 wws fortmete oveagh 10 e eble b parchise Ihix
maenial from bir sudew, Ade, after his death

Al the tme of e big Pable Seflads soundep, Tred
sur Dby comtle e the ity of Pelom dewn 1
Nicuaula, where hey wrre delivered 10w poching bowse
Thew Aebding growsd ot Missonla was the present site of
Ihe Missasde aimpert, 1 guetied M ene tise as [0 Wy
b wen't iw ogn e buffule rewsdip. 1 owem't really
Stlafied WA Al ansenr of 'Y wuwt geod enegh” )
I own e ondy amnwer | gt | stsenply sempest that b
bad e eppoetinity te ran buffale 0 bise o dwe, w |
bave, ond decide [or mielf ot It awewt e proapet e
thet w4y » datly ¢ omi o lempe

This dosk dn wal [hctiom, or & "“plossedoeer’ versin
of the tath,  To e bext of wr bwwloder, 0 b e
otk ax U teok place, wpering e Neme, me giiieg e
vamed phevy.

Fred, of & vopy o] tix Beok sver culiher up avth
wou, | hepe @ Plade yew tips o frosh greew grase el
cles mming waler, Where the posier e alvays o ool
Mpe, and e Wffale fat i dary. Tt made, toee
Ay, | e kv i primilege of camping there wath  yaw
Jor @ spell.

Jim Jeneiaps
S lgmatis, Mot
[y, 1974

PROLOGUE
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This book s dedicated to the wemery of my pood
friend, Fred Miles, without whom this wosld never have
been published.  Fred Mies, Indian, calyday coudoy,
humarist, philosopher, [riend,

Shartly Before his  sudden death in  Jomwary, 1971,
Fred ond | began to work out the detudle of o publices
tom along this same line.  lle had @ wealth of informe
ton stored im his heod, and Ae was un ontstanding story
telles,  What's more, Al second wife, Amma, s & daw
whter of Michel Pablo, who wae instrumental in the saving
of the buffado in the Mission Valley of Montame, and his
coltection included mamy old pictures and carly stories on
the oeigin and disposal of the Pablo-Allard buffale herd
that were of tremendous help te the NMistariam or rescarche

Fred Miles el gandson, Dobby
Rare photo of Fred taken in 1957
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Skown asbove are the principal Chiefs of the Flathead
at the time of the bdig buffale roundup.
Left to right: Joe LaMoose, Chief Charlo and Chief Mo-
tese.  The town of Charlo, Montana s named after Chief
Charlo, and Moiese, which zits at the emtrance 10 the
National Dison Range, is nawed ofer Chief Moiese.

Huffale #f the Padle-Allard herd on hewme ramge

— L M—

of the hunlers whe had either slain or sepwated their
nothers from then,

The followrng spemg, I¥74, Walking Coyote returmed
te the Saimt lgnatias Misvion, where kis past deeds were
apparenlly forgiven fo the extent (Aat be retained sunership
of the fowr buffale. When the hedfers were four yess olé,
cach had a colf Phe little herd comtimmed to sieely
mcrease, watil v 1M%4 they suwbered thisteen head, and
thetr Indian owmer, finding them toe greal & tax ow hin
resowrcen, decided to dispoxe of them

Charlex A. Alled, whe war ranching on the reser
wation, became ampressed with the possibildy of & poofit-
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QUA QUEI

Proseunced X Kave - e Flahesd name for daflale.
— Y s

AR tome America wun dicavernd 1 e estimaled
Wt ap b mnty witlion bosew el fam Mexlin e the
Grom Stave Loe i Conmde, and [rom Poavinloana i
e Comolings 10 werl of I Mackien In 1NN dhe orine
g sehed W wntaad o v e awe ball midlion,
By WL fewer Ihw one Shiuid Wead wire e an e
Ntk Amerscm Continenl, and taosthinls of Beve v
Comadu,

e lfale were gone faw e Vioaw Vatley of
woutomn Mawtena, wnd doe e b depredaions ol ke
Toey ol i iresand poenaare by Tadies Wewiers el
waterdl evemien o e ommning few, were ropidly apeean
(hing extmcthen when Il sty commin il 10 unfld

Palhing  Covate, o Pond FO0cille  Madbar  Commnly
Mo Sl b meried 0 0 Plehed wesa, i
Goed 0t Mivsien Yaller, Apparenily le o the (a6,
N Miled Arr wife ek fled che valley o fear o) Ais den
life, My weirhed amenpg e Miackfert. bat comr b limg
1o retam 00 e Dot Misciom Yalley,  Some Machfenl
(aeads angaerted e Ae o cwpiwe a0 Jow Tal e e
ol im0 e Flatbemd il 40 o wd U] edeniene

I the apeing of 170, Nalkbag Coyete cophared fow
ol buffale calien, e balle il e heifers, whide o
o ting wip dong e MK Rwer, chne 1o I Cam
Ban Merdir wear abety e town of Daffaln, Momema, e
stard.  The Jowe clors were ol it of e Aend e
weendmod o u persir ahwterinin o N el
dfen weted dp ol e plamesen feblawed Ihe hever

i

hle mpesoment n e small herd of SRE M B e
pracically o crtint amal Alard wir & wery sermd
Nvrsiman, ond M readized A st & fow yean e
Wffale weuld b¢ mwalsable 0 somvave &3 beveding stk
o cwesithes. We ssccevded i mtererieg Res Beyhevd

Pand od fellow rvanher, Yuhel Pable, W e pjest,
ol they entered v w partaening

Histary ot this point In wige &0 to whethcr Alland
ond Pable Sught ofl charteon boad o whother thay vk
et tew bwd Bat udl seweces s oamo oo et

A wffels cow guzey vhile e ol cdf sy clewe
o ber protecting homs.  Note hew Ighecolored the colf
i, o comperisem e Aex wather  Thin i el
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Worn ox old bull pasy the groumd, be might just e
stoving up Sast W keep the [hier off, bt when kis ta)
8008 W toe, look owt, ACs comin’ for yew!

Buffds @e sery deceptive They mever seem 19 really
be pumting all fheir offort imts @ ram, bt & tekes g
n‘nm‘humlhkq.,hid‘umuu
Note wagons sgumit fesce & lefr

“J4-

Mickel Poble, the Buflalo Kisg.
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Walking Coyete Aeaded for Missouls 1o celedrate Nis aale
with  somewhere  between  toentyfive  Aumdred emd  three
thousand doliers in cash, which was a lot of momey i
those days,

A Jew doys #f celedestion mere dl that remsssed
to the resd feunder of many of our present day buffulo
herds,  MHe way fousd dead wnder the worth cod of the
Higaims Avesie Bridge n Miszoula,

In 1893, Allard and Padls dowght tweely-sis heod of
pare bred buffale and eighteen hybeids from Buffalo Jones,
of Omuka, Nebraska, which they meved (0 the Valley 1o
join their growing herd, end to imfuse new blood imte
thesr stock,

The hylvids, o cotalo, were sover allowed te mix
witk the duffalo, but were placed on Wil Horse [slund

Taben ot the Mizaouls Stampede in 1904, this phture
shows the second coudoy from the left geiting ready w0
clamp Moy aaddle down on & Cotale.  Nete the hump.

Brimging o small beed in to the consls,  Note the board
“lock’ fence and telephone lime.  Hemember, this way
1908,

In the comel of Ruvall, wasting for ¢ cale car,
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Duffele  taxi, 1908,

bed woagen. enroute from Michel Publy's covrals to Nawully,

A tice bell refuses o unlood from the wagon in whick
he was delivered to the railhend In Revalli.

I# -

A atrimg of Jreight wapens loaded
Wik toffalo ol accompanied by @& chuck wagon asd «

Ol Stub s, sbove cosder, wan Shaought B¢ [Nty
yoary wid ut the time of the Pablo Rowstup, which would
wear that Ae s other one of M origmal  perchase
o Valheng Capote wr dlae e ol e origodd  [umer
W key bend rom Masilabs,

P
-

ALt time of Mo Alled s death, e W%, the hard
aumbered  theer bmbed heud, axd Bhese were Bided
rqually hetween My, Pabla ond i former pariner 5 estane
Mrer. Alland seld Mr share 1o Charles Comnl, of Kol
tpell, Meslane Moward Faton (adidress unknsun) dought
the whares of the Allad disghters and tha of their Mer
ther Charles Jadge Wowdrow, of Mispauls, perchored
those cuned by Jessph Alland, later furning hem seer
e W1 Hawh

By 1008, Michel Pablo's Mard wssdered i hungcd
head Pollowing & freibleas ottwmpt 0 intevest the gov

Michkel Pable directing his punchers to buffale along the Flathead River.
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Tramtoud of 250 buffado envoute from Ravalli, Momtana, to wew home N Canuda
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| .
A goup of PaMle's Duffale Punchers, 1908,
-2

emment of the Umited States in the pachase of kis herd,
Pablo found & willimg buyer m the Canadian government,
The tramsaction was negotiated between the offices of
Mr. Douglas Hughes, superintendent of the Cemadian Nat-
sonal Park at Banff, Alberta, and Mr. Alex Ayotte of the
Department of Immigration in the State of Meutama, The
principals tnvolved were the Hom. Framk Olives, Minister
of the Interior at Ottawa ami Michel Fablo. The final
purchase price was lwe - hundred thousand dollers,

The buffalo were del d to the railhead af Ravelli,
for shipmwest to Camade.  Although the roundup was start-
ed in May, 1907, buffals wre wild amimals in every sense
of the word, and it wosn't sntil June I 1912 that the
last buffale was delivered, although the majority of them
had been shipped by the fail of 1904,

The little touw of Ravalli, Montana, which grew to nation-
o prowimence as the shippimg point of the Pablo buffalo
herd. The picture was taker from the hill at the south
end of town. Nete cormer of stockyards et extreme left.

-2



Up to seventyfive conboys, all picked mes, and the
[mest horses i the country were used in the huffale
roundup,  Many of the horses were literally ridden to
death in on effort 1o drive the elwsive Mffalo into the
switing corrals,  The buffolo, when they found themseloes
hard pressed awd tiring, wenld twm on horse ad rider
i Mimd fary, and It was & bwky cowboy whe could
spur M Juded wount cloar in time o escape the Adrna
o/ the hunted turned huster,

Al lat, Poblo had & single femce twenty-siz miles
long bolt, and it wes olong thiy fence that the duffalo
were [inally driven te the corrals, Even yo, nearly ome
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A old bell taking lfe easy in the Flathead River.

Buffole break back fom Pablo comal.  This phote was
Govermment Officials ond mewsmen ot the chch wagen, oken Just seconds before the photo on the fromt cower,
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Brovsand  dollars, wwth wiich they pochased hrty-four
suimgls fom Ihe Charles Cowad estate a1 Kalapell, wha,
you will reradl, bod purchused his steck from Che estate
of Charlex Alland, 5., = 3%, Whem faey were teleaned
au the new Natiomal Boson Rampe ot Melese an Octoder
I, NN, the spivits of Valking Covote ad Charles
Mled, & sast swrely huve smiled, Secusse frem the top
of thelr wew range the Buffele could leok est aver e
Mesaten Valley where Velkieg Coverr grazed their mcept
pre, el swer muck of the PdloeAllad rasge where ey
TS fagw e

Hesider wre aumals pectsied fres S Cowad
astate, seven Wffaln were dessted v the Rongr herd
Br of Shear oerz Senmed frem sithin Mowlama, tav

Strong  swimmers, buffele  were  somelimes herded across
the Flmthead Riger by the peschers, and st & oftes
they chuded their pursucrs by taking fo the weter ([ the
.-n'.mumh to do so prexested 1tself.

Shoke that coat agam, his tal's comin’ Wy

« -



With prods and topes, & reluctant buffalo is wrged wup
the chute for the finad leg of Mis jowrmey to Canada,

=

As much as tv say “Aw, gee, ma, do they really expect
me Lo stay in this rolling cracker box ALL THF WAY
10 CANADA?"

| — L —

them came from Texas, omd three from New Hampshire.
These forty-one omimals were the foundation of the Bison
Renge herd of today,

A permanent herd of from three humdred to five hu
dred buffalo now share the range with lesser mumbers of
mile and whitetail deer, pronghorn antelope, clk, bighorn
sheep amd o couple of Texas lomghorn steers. It is
adwmistered by the limited States Department of the In-

<31~



They started out with three bundred and fifty head, but
at final counmt, less than fifty head were comaled

Moking ready for looding. 'l det the guy In the white
shirt was fast on his fect!

T

Teo close for comfoet!
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terior, Duwreaw of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife,

It was on this ramge, In the spring of 1933, that a
startled cowboy first sow “Big Medicine’'.  “Big Med-
icine’' he was nawed, becawse In the early days a witite
buffalo, or aldino, wes an object of owe, worship and
“Big Medicine” o the lodigns. In hix prime, be was
worthy of Ms wewe, He was trwly a mojestic creature,
standing ow kis fJavorite knoll, Jord of all he surveyed.
Pare uhite, gleawing in the sun, except for the wooly
croun of lomy derk broum hair belween kis homs.  As

he grew old, he lest a lot of Mx wajostic appearamie,

O



A bid fer frecdon.

W,
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and these who hawe ounly viewed hix wousted remaing
at the Nistordcal Muscum in Heloma will hase a hand fime
realizing bew beastiful he actwally wes in s prime.
He died in Asgust, 1959, ot the oge of Iwentysis, the
wost [amous ard wost photographed Buffae in the world,
e American Disow, or Suffede us fhey 4re commonly
called, are me lomger m dasger of estimction.  In foct,
neny are sold every year from goversment henls el frow
privte Aerds & well, for breedimg steck o [or butcheting,
Strange, isW't if, that 30 many of these trece back o
those four litthe buffale calves taken in 1873, not as ®
comservalion  wmeasre, il L stowe for persossd  sims?
The End

M-

A smoll portion of the Nutiomal Bison Ramge herd of
todsy, In the display pasture nesr Headquarters.

%~

PORTRAIT OF THE MOSARCH

Ty esceptionsl poroait of “Big Mediciee' wus fsen
at fhe Natima! Bisom Rampe ¥y the late Jesse Roberts,
uwhen e White Momarch war i s prme.  TAoy photes
ok aws pudlisked m oox eeticle 0 “Life” magazine.

~ 35

Cowbeys, or cow pamchers, as they were called in those
duys, have slways bhod the reputation of playing as hard
as they worked, For the mest part, they Were & home-
less, Mbarduwhing, hard drinking lot, used ts  discomfort
and daily damger,

Ix the top phote, James Grinder rides a buffalo ar the
B Missewla Stampede.  The bettem phote shows how
the nde ended. Nole horsemas ol right getlisg & rope
on the duffalo to heep U anay from Grisder,




Fven in these days, the entire Valley wasn't devoted to0
tke raising of buffale or cattle, as these pictures show,
The pictures on this page show thresking in the Polson
vicinity, uhile the omc on the opposite poge shows wagon
leads of sraln wuiting to be looded on the Flathead [ake
steamer or darges im the background, Steamer s be-
lieved to be the S.S. “Momtana'', operated briwees Polson
and Somers by the Flathead Lake Transportation Cempany.
Photos dated 1911

These buffalo, presemting @ united fromt in the corals at
the Nationsl Bison Ramge a fow years bock, show that
there hasn't beew amy chamge in the breed.  They are
just @ tempermental and cantomkerous a5 their wild an
cestors of the 1800's were, and very little mote domeste-
cated. These seem Lo be saying “Come on! one at @
- 18- time or all together, we'te still more than o maich for
the likes of you!"
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[Jim Jennings was the owner and publisher of the Mission Valley News, St. Ignatius, Montana. He handcrafted a knife called the “Robert’s
Roost Knives.” In October of 1974 he sold the Mission Valley News to Dwight and Mary Tracy and moved to Lumby, B. C., Canada to ranch.
He later moved his family to Kaslo, B. C. His granddaughter Marilyn Roberts writes: “Jim was born June 9, 1928. He married my mother
Vivienne (Phillips) Roberts about 1967 (not positive, could look it up if you wanted) and started the Mission Valley News. | was the typist, and
made up some adds, etc. I still have copies of the buffalo book, Qua Quei, How the Buffalo Were Saved. Jim also made Roberts' Roost knives,
continuing the work my dad, Jesse Roberts started. Incidentally, my dad was also a photographer and took the photo of the white buffalo that was
published in Time magazine, | think on the cover in the early '40s. He's in a seniors centre in Nelson but his mind is still great.” Jim married
twice and had two from his first wife (Sherry and Dave) one from his second (Jim). Later Marilyn Roberts wrote: “Jim spent time in the army
overseas, worked for Montana State Prison in Deer Lodge, and sold and serviced multilith printers in the area for a number of years. He was very
good at it. His second wife was my mother, Vivienne Jennings and they started the Mission Valley News. One night when we had a paper to get
out, the press broke, and he made a part out of moose antler so we could meet the deadline; we named that printing press the 'moose special’. We
also put our heads together and recreated the process for Roberts Roost knives. In 1969 | married Ring Huggins and moved to Canada, after
visiting my grandmother, aunt and uncle, and cousins there. A few years later Jim sold the printing business and immigrated too, continuing to
make knives and farm with my uncle. | settled in Kaslo and later they sold the house in Lumby and moved to Kaslo too, where they continued to
make knives and also set up a printing business. My mother, Vivienne, died (about 2007?) and a couple of years later he remarried Marge
Buchanan, a widow and friend of my mother. Jim continued to make knives till a couple of years ago when his health started failing. They sold
the house and shop in August of this year and now live in a senior's apartment in Nelson.” Marilyn Roberts 12/2/2018.]

Jim Jennings received from Marilyn Roberts, his granddaughter on 12/5/2018.

Norman A. Forsyth’s Buffalo Round Up Photograph’s

“This collection consists of 556 stereographs taken by N. A. Forsyth from circa 1901 to circa
1911. The views capture Montana locations that Forsyth visited primarily between the years
1906 and 1909. The bulk of the images are of Butte, Montana (including street scenes, Columbia
Gardens, and mining), Glacier National Park, the activities of the 1906-1908 Bison roundup, and
family groups of Montana Indian tribes (including the Flathead, Cree, Crow, and Blackfeet).
Other subjects include Anaconda, Montana; farms and ranching; lumber; the 1908 Missoula,
Montana, flood; Cromwell Dixon and the 1911 Montana State Fair; Morrison Cave (later known
as Lewis and Clark Caverns), and Yellowstone National Park.

Norman A. Forsyth was a photographer who operated a studio out of Butte, Montana, from
1904-1930, working for Underwood and Underwood and later Keystone View Company. This
collection consists of over 500 stereograph views with Forsyth's imprint captured between circa
1901 and circa 1911 and includes scenic views of Glacier and Yellowstone National Parks;
Butte, Montana; and family groups of Montana Indian tribes.



Norman A. Forsyth was born on February 10, 1869 in Syracuse, New York. Adopted as an
infant, his family moved to Plainview, Nebraska, in 1870. Forsyth attended Wesleyan University
in Lincoln, Nebraska and while in school, Forsyth began selling stereo cards and viewers door-
to-door for Underwood and Underwood, an early producer and distributor of stereographic
views. Shortly after graduating from college in 1901, Forsyth headed west to Yellowstone
National Park to work for the Shaw and Powell transportation company. Attracted by the park’s
scenic beauty, Forsyth decided to continue working as a tour guide and stage driver in
Yellowstone for five more summers. Forsyth purchased a stereo camera and captured
Yellowstone views which he then sold to Underwood and Underwood.

By 1902, Forsyth had relocated to Butte, Montana, and he began operating a photographic studio
there in 1904 as the sole agent for Underwood and Underwood in Montana, selling views under
his imprint as well. Forsyth captured stereo views of Butte city life and of copper mining and
smelting at Butte and Anaconda.

Forsyth developed a close friendship with Charles M. Russell, and both followed the last buffalo
roundup in Montana. The two were guests of a group of Canadian peace officers who assisted in
driving 800 head of bison purchased from Michel Pablo of Ronan, Montana, north to Canada.
Forsyth captured stereographic views and Russell painted numerous pieces over three summers
of the roundup (1906-1908).

Forsyth visited and photographed the Morrison Cave (today the Lewis and Clark Caverns State
Park) between 1902 and 1911. He also made a number of trips to Northwest Montana to
photograph Glacier National Park and family groups of Montana Indians (ca. 1906 - ca. 1908). In
1911, Forsyth attended the Montana State Fair and took many pictures of the event and its main
attraction, aviator Cromwell Dixon and his flight across the Continental Divide.

In the early 1920s, Underwood and Underwood sold their stereograph business to the Keystone
View Company and Forsyth transferred his operation to Keystone. In 1930, Forsyth moved to
Dillon, Montana, and he continued to work for the Keystone Company until 1947, when he was
diagnosed with kidney cancer. N. A. Forsyth passed away in his sleep on December 15, 1949.

Preferred Citation N. A. Forsyth stereographs. ST 001. Item number. Montana Historical Society Photograph Archives, Helena, Montana. Series
I11: Bison Description Dates 016: BUFFALOES; http://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv09793






018: Another Buffalo Wanted for the Car.

019: Bringing in a Bunch to Load.



[

o e g

i

020: Buffalo Breaking Out of Crate.
021: Buffalo Bull Taking a Mud Bath.



022: A Buffalo Calf Six Months Old




023: Buffalo Escaping from Wagon.




026: Buffaloes Roll Like a Horse.



027: C. M. Russell, the Cowboy Atrtist.

028: Center Horse Gets Chased by Mad Bull. 1909






031: Conquered at Last, Leaving Their Range Forever.



032: Danger Ahead for the Horses. 1909




033: Don't Get Too Close, He Is Mad.

034: An Evening Scene Among the Wild Buffaloes.

035: A Fine Pair in the World's Finest Buffalo Herd.



037: The Great-Grandmother of the Herd.

038: Hauling Buffaloes Over a Bad Road.



039: In Camp with C. M. Russell at Buffalo Round-up.

040: It Takes a Good Horse to Keep Up.



042: Last Buffalo Chase in America.



044: M. Pablo on His Famous Buffalo Ranch.



045: M. Pablo, the Buffalo King.
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046: Making a Last and Fierce Struggle for Freedom.



047: Monarchs of the Plains.

049: Mr. Pablo's Buffalo Punchers.
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050: Noble Animals, Longing for the Days That Are Past.

051: Old Stub Horns, Thought to be 30 Years of Age.
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052: Please Let Me Out, | want to Go Back.

053: Prize Head Worth at Least $1,500., A
054: Protesting With All His Mighty Strength.



055: She Nearly Got Him That Time

056: Subdued Prisoners Waiting for Their Exile. 1907



058: A Very Mad Little Buffalo.



059: Where Forsyth Lost His Camera and Nearly His Life.

060: Wild Buffaloes Shedding Their Winter Coats.



061: Wild Buffaloes Swimming Pend d'Oreille River.

062: Wild Buffaloes Swimming Pend d'Oreille River.

063: Worth Three and Four Thousand Dollars a Head.



064: Yards at Ravalli Made Famous by the Buffaloes.

065: Yards at Ravalli Made Famous by the Buffaloes

49 stereos of the Buffalo Roundup

“Big Bison Bluffs Ex-Drummer
Joe Hainebach, Former Traveling Man, is Chased on Reservation

Joe Hainebach, formerly traveling man, has filed on a piece of land in section 4 township 20,
range 21, and will abandon the grip to take up the reins and guide a team along the narrow
furrows of a model farm in the Mission valley, says the Ronan Pioneer. While out taking a
survey of the land and admiring its beauty and productiveness one day last week he suddenly



came upon a herd of Michel Pablo’s buffalo which he says had strayed across the river. For the
time being e did not anticipate anything serious, believing them harmless, but, he says this
feeling was soon dissipated as one monstrous big fellow scenting some rare sport, lowered his
head and on he came, followed by each member of his harem. Joe struck out at a gait to be
envied by any local foot racer and the race was on. Mr. Buffalo was in the best of condition,
having been under training as carefully as Mr. Smoke Johnson and his wind would be the joy of
either of those pugilistic stars now torturing themselves for the encounter to take place on July 4
in the California sun. Over the hill and dale, the merry chase was kept up; breathless and
perspiring at every pore, with fear and trembling. Hainebach saw in the distance that haven of
safety afforded by the towering trees growing along the river bank. He put forth all his
remaining energy and finally smiled a scorning glance of victory down over his pursuers while
roosting on the protecting limbs of the highest trees he could find. Here he perched in safety for
two long hours believing every minute would witness the departure of the second best foot racers
on the reservation, but with that intuition born of long-dead ancestors and knowing full well that
“everything comes to him who waits,” the buffalo grazed in pasture in patience until Joe
ventured down and attempted to elude them by strategy. Crawling carefully away he again took
across the prairie as fast as his weary limbs could take him, but this was just what the buffalo had
expected and he had hardly emerged into view before on they came. This time the race was
exciting and the dust of the prairie was kicked up in clouds and obscured the scene for miles
around. Just as Hainebach was on the verge of collapse he saw before him the river again and
knowing that the other side was a safe retreat, plunged in and swam the raging current. Almost
exhausted he reached John Corr’s camp where he dried his clothing and was given refreshments.

After arriving in Ronan he regaled his friends with his experience and vows vengeance on the
herd when he becomes acclimated and trained to that point where he can give them a run for
their money. If he continues to hold to the resolution solemnly made when last heard from there
IS going to be one of the prettiest and fastest races across the prairie of the Flathead reservation
one of these days it will be allowed the present generation to witness. It will be a Marathon
proper. Joe is a runner of merit and with a little training in the right direction will more than

make gOOd.” June 1, 1910 The Missoulian [Joe Hainebach, he was born about 1876 and came from Cincinnati, Ohio, he later homestead
on a ranch eight miles west of Ronan “on the telephone line leading to Sloan’s Ferry.” He was a “drummer,” in 1912 he made a five months trip
throughout New Mexico where he collected a good number of Navaho rugs that he displayed in the Palace hotel. He was in charge of the Navaho
Indian ring and curio exhibit of New Mexico. He was to take this show to the 1915 World’s Fair Exposition in San Francisco. In 1912 he built of
concrete the new and modern opera house in Ronan on the old McLeod lot, he used concrete blocks from the old Stanley Scearce store. He also
bought Pioneer block which included the Ronan Pioneer building and lot. This was after the 1912 Ronan fire burned everything to the ground.
And in 1913 he organized a vaudeville show with Flathead tribal members, starring in an “Indian village” act. He traveled selling merchandise
when in Missoula in 1913 just before started his Flathead vaudeville act he was “disbursing” Navaho blankets. He ran for mayor of Ronan in
1913 against Dr. Fuhrer who got 68 votes and Joe Hainebach got 5, most people thought his running was a joke. Called “Buffalo Joe,” his display
of Navaho rugs in 1914 at the Western Montana Fair in Missoula, “carried off numerous prizes at the national exhibits” in the United States. In
Ronan he the built the building for the Independent Telephone Company. In 1912 he belonged to the Bull the Moose Party and the Flathead
Farmer’s Association. In the 1915 fire of Ronan he lost his pool hall occupied by Stinger and Downs in the old Pioneer building in the fire, along
with a rooming house located above the pool hall. The fire started in Victor Hardman’s restaurant which was also destroyed. In 1916 he was still
taking his Navaho exhibit to fairs and this year to San Francisco and San Diego, California. By 1927 he was back living in Cincinnati but was
promoting a new $40.000 hotel in Ronan. He died in Cincinnati on March 13, 1946 at age of 75 years. (Missoulian, March 8, 1910, Sept. 17,
1912, March 29, 1912, Sept. 6 & 14, 22, 1914; January 7, 1915 & January 13, 1916 The Flathead Courier; January 8, 1915 The Saco Independent
(Saco, Montana), July 7, 1912 & September 6 & 20, 1912 The Ronan Pioneer; Great Falls Tribune Jan. 31, 1927, The Cincinnati Enquirer, March
14,1946.]
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“Allard Says Big Show In July Will Be Good
Stampede to Be Marked by Extraordinary Events, Says Promoter

Big Stars Coming
Best Wild West Performers in Country to Take Part in Show Here.

Displays of daring and skill is numberless will make the Wild West performance which will
feature the 1917 Missoula Stampede the best ever staged in the west, according to Charles
Allard, of Polson, one of the directors of the Wild West shows. Mr. Allard, who is one of the
most prominent ranchers on the reservation, and owner of one of the few herds of bison yet alive,
is in Missoula conferring with the committee of Missoula men who are making arrangements for
the Stampede.

High class performers, who are at the top of their rapidly-thinning profession, will ride and rope
and bulldog at the Stampede. Ed McCarthy, who, together with Mr. Allard, is in charge of the
Wild West shows, will bring two dozen performers and three score real western horses from
Cheyenne. Mr. McCarthy was the originator of the annual Wild West performances which are
being staged throughout the country and has for several years been in charge of the Cheyenne
Frontier Days shoes, which enjoy the reputation of being the best of the kind in the world.

Country’s Best Rider

Jackson Sundown, considered the best rider in the country, is under contract to the managers of
the Missoula Stampede, and will ride here. Sundown won the national buckling title by taking
firsts at both Pendleton and Cheyenne, and is reputed to be able to ride any “outlaw” horse in the
United States. It will be his first appearance in Missoula.

Many riders who have earned the plaudits of the crowd at former Stampedes will return. Among
these will be Ben Oakes, Lee Caldwell, stellar performer at the first Stampede here. Scoop
Martin, and others well known to western Montana Stampede fans.

McCarthy will bring with him 34 riders, both men and women; the best known among them
being Bill Baker, premier bulldogger of the west, Ray Jones, George Panicke, Jay Miller, Gene
McKay, Bob Lee. Billy Wright and Dan Thompson.



Old Winners Coming

Best known among the men who will bring strings of relay horses here are “Sleepy” Armstrong
and “Nep” Lynch, winners of former races.

Ropers of world-wide renown, who will give expert exhibitions of control over their whirling
lariats, will provide a feature of the snow. Sammy Garrett, the best trick-roper in the country,
and George Weir, said to be the champion roper of the United States, will be the headliners of
the roping contest.

Women Riders too.

Among the best known women riders who will appear at the Stampede, are Bertha Blanchett and
Vera McGinnis, both of whom will be entered in feature races, as well as in the chariot races.
Allard and McCarthy are in correspondence with several other women riders and performers of
fame, and expect t o bring the best of them to Missoula on July 3, 4 and 5.

Many New Features

Features which will be entirely new to Missoula Stampede audiences, will be numerous
according to Mr. Allard. Stage-coach races, with real old-time stage coaches, will have a
prominent part on the program. Women'’s standing races, exhibitions of trick-roping from
bridleless bucking horses and fancy riding performances of several varieties will also have a
prominent part on the program.

A buffalo chase, in which the bisons owned by Mr. Allard will play a passive part, while Indians
in full war-regalia will enact the parts taken by their forefathers centuries ago, is one of the
novelties which will be introduced by the managers of the Wild West show. It will be a wild
exciting act, according to Mr. Allard, as the Indians will be armed with blunt arrows and other
implements of the chase, and ill drive the ancient rulers of the prairie down the field in a wild
chase. Bucking bulls and cows, never used before, will have a place on the program.

Longhorn Steers

Longhorn steers from Texas will be imported especially for the roping and bulldogging contests.
The wildest bucking horses or “outlaws” from Cheyenne and Pendelton, will be brought to
Missoula, among them being “Yellow Fever,” considered the champion bucking cayuse in the
country.

American Indians in full war regalia, will take a prominent part in the show. Mr. Allard plans to
make the Indian section of the parades which will be held during the Stampede one which will be
long remembered. Aboriginal costumes, with plenty of paint and feathers, will abound, and none
but the best costumed will be admitted into the parade. The majority of the Indians will be from
the Flathead reservation, though several will come from the Umatilla reservation, near
Pendleton. The Indians will be camped near the fairgrounds, and will give war dances every
night after the evening show has been concluded.



The managers plan to give snappy, rapid-fire shows which last only three hours, instead of
dragging through the afternoon. Two of the most competent arena directors in the west have

been obtained, and will run the events off in swift succession.” May 27, 1917 The Missoulian [The Missoula
Stampede was only from 1915 to 1918]
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Nep Lynch of Plains was one of the top performers in the cowboy relay races from 1917-1919. This postcard photo of an unidentified relay racer
and his helpers was taken by R.H. McKay at the 1917 Missoula Stampede. Courtesy of Pictorial Histories Publishing
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Some of Pablo's buffalo on the Flathead Reservation. http://parkscanadahistory.com/publications/history/lothian/eng/vol4/chap7.htm




F425 Michel Pablo’s cowboys, whom he called the“buffalo oys,” rd buffalo down a rocky path in in another 1909 stereograph captured by
N.A. Forsyth







Stacking hay on the Pablo Ranch (ca. 1905)



All the photographs taken below are by Morton J. Elrod in 1908.
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From Archives & Special Collections, Mansfield Library, The University of Montana-Missoula



From Ravalli to Canada
Duncan McDonald’s brother, Joe McDonald recalled:

“My son, John McDonald, and I aided Pablo’s other riders in the roundup, and in driving some to
Ravalli. Mr. Ayotte hired me to go with the first trainload of buffalo to Canada. It was a long,
tiresome journey for the animals, and some sickened and died before we reached our
destination.” Jjoe McDonald Recalls Samuel’s Buffalo Calves as told to Bon I. Whealdon on September 29, 1941.

Eleanor Luxton 1928


http://ww2.glenbow.org/dbimages/arcpa/2/e/pa-702-33.jpg

“Buffalo Roundup: Montana Bison for Elk Island and Banff National Parks

The story of bison in Banff National Park is an interesting tale of the display of wilderness for
both conservation and profitable tourism. Like many aspects of Banff’s history, the story can be
linked to the Luxton family. Eleanor Luxton’s work “Banff Canada’s First National Park: A
History and a Memory of Rocky Mountains Park’ (anff: summerthought, 1974, 2008) IS @ curious history
of the town by an amateur historian and long-term resident. It features a chronicle of Banff
events, and reminiscences regarding the personalities and stories of the region. As an appendix to
the work, a piece written by her father, Norman Luxton, “The Pablo Buffalo Herd”, tells the tale
of the roundup of a large herd of bison from Montana destined for Banff and Elk Island parks.

The origins of the herd, can be linked to an 1873 hunting trip of Walking Coyote, of the Pend
d’Oreilles (or Kalispel) tribe. Coyote had killed a number of bison, and four calves

followed him after the slaughter of their mothers. These beasts were kept as “pets” by the family
and by 1884 had bred among themselves, expanding to a small herd of thirteen. (Luxton, p. 145) Ten
of these animals were purchased by Michel Pablo, and C.A. Allard, and these were supplemented
by the purchase of twenty-six other bison along with eighteen cattalos. Luxton learned of the
possible sale of the herd through a letter from Alex Ayotte, a Winnipeg Free Press writer, and
immigration agent at Missoula. After some discussion with the minister of the interior, it was
decided to purchase the herd.

Eleanor Luxton notes the idea was to purchase the bison for shipment to Canadian parks for,
“conservation, tourist attraction and a possible source of food for the Indians.” An agreement
was made to ship them north to Elk Island Park, and in 1907 Banff Park's superintendent Howard
Douglas joined Norman Luxton and Ayotte on the trip. In a characteristic nod to the "real

ol' West", Luxton recalled during the railway trip, “getting off at the stations to examine the
bullet holes in the platform, put there by cowboys making tenderfeet dance.” (Luxton, p. 146)

Glenbow Archives NA-3581-10

Buffalo cows and calves during Pablo-Allard round-up, Montana. About 1906-08.

Upon arriving at the Buffalo Camp, near Missoula, the men met up with a rough and ready crew
of around thirty-five “mixed-blood” [presumably métis] cowboys. Eager to test the Canadians'
mettle, one of the men asked Luxton to pick out a horse. A rangy grey was saddled for him, and
he managed to stick to the bronc show that ensued. As Luxton recalled, “that lucky ride did me
more good in the estimation of those cowboys than if | had presented them with a keg of
liquor.” (p. 146) Presumably, very few of the cowboys were teetotallers.


http://ocanadianhistory.blogspot.ca/2012/10/banffs-bison-long-history-of-bison-in.html
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-bO57bWeTIFg/UIxIe3Ul-tI/AAAAAAAAAUU/ctvXH30kZHc/s1600/pueblobison-na-3581-10.jpg
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Alexander Ayotte, Charles Allard, Jr. and Howard Douglas Loading the buffalo at Ravalli

Staying at the mission at the Flathead reservation, an incident occurred which casts light on
Luxton’s opinion of Ayotte, his rough sense of humour, and his techniques of “conservation.”
Luxton had decided to sleep in a tent outside the mission, but Ayotte opted to inspect the mission
house for a bed. Luxton was none too generous in his description of the man noting that, “he
weighed 275 pounds, every ounce a tissue of selfishness added to an over-bearing manner.” It
seems that Luxton knew that Ayotte would quickly discover that the beds in the mission were
also inhabited by bed-bugs, and prepared to repel the man from his tent when the bites began to
register. As Luxton records the event,

When | saw Ayotte leave for the house I hiked for the tent. | always carried a small twenty-bore
shotgun on my trips to collect natural history specimens. Taking two shells I cut them in half
leaving only the thin cardboard wad holding the powder. [...] Ayotte [came] from the direction
of the house, talking and swearing in French. [...] Ayotte all but tore the tent-flap off, we saw his
face splashed with dead bed-bugs, and I pulled one trigger. I fired the second shot as Ayotte was
scrambling to his feet and running as he probably hadn’t done for some years. [...] Alex slept in
the stable from then on. Our night’s show amused the cowboys and raised us in their

estimation. (Luxton, p. 146)


http://ww2.glenbow.org/dbimages/arc8/s/na-3581-1.jpg
http://ww2.glenbow.org/dbimages/arc8/s/na-3581-11.jpg
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Glenbow Museum Image No: NA-3581-5 Title: Cowboys circling during Pablo-Allard buffalo round-up, Montana. Date: [ca. 1906-
1908] Photographer/lllustrator: Luxton, Banff, Alberta

As might be expected, rounding up a herd of bison is no easy task. The group formed

a horseshoe of around forty cowboys, and slowly tried to drive them off their homelands. As
Luxton wrote,

Just about the time we thought we would really get them off their regular ground, suddenly, the
whole herd would halt as if by command. They would turn around and face the way we had
come, stand, not an animal moving in perhaps the hundred we had been following. All the
cowboy’s horses stood — no sound. Then from a jump start the buffalo would charge right into
the horse-show of riders, never swerving, as if possessed with the devil riding them. Never once
was this charge broken, nothing stopped them, not even the river. (Luxton, p. 147)

The plan was to load the animals into boxcars at Ravalli station. Again, with the beasts weighing
up to two tons, this was not quite the same as herding sheep. The cars themselves were custom-
built with plenty of reinforcement. As Luxton put it, “the joke was to get the buffalo into the car,
for that matter it was a joke to get a buffalo to any wanted place.”

A system of ropes was designed to pull the animals into place, but the best laid plans do not
always survive first contact with bison! “One bull went straight through the car, he just took the
side out as if it had not been there. Another bull broke his legs — well, the Indians had a feast out
of that.” (Luxton, p. 148) Eventually driving around twenty-five head at a time, a total of 200 bison
were loaded and bound for Canada.

Up to 1912, Eleanor Luxton notes that Elk Island Park received 708 buffalo from Montana. In
1911, the Banff bison paddock received seventy-seven of the beasts. Techniques changed, but
the task of rounding them up was never easy. Eventually a system of loading individual bison
onto wagons to transport them to the Ravalli station. The results were not always successful.

...he strung these wagons together, the crates open at each end except the last one. Four cowboys
were on top of each crate to let down a gate effect as soon as a buffalo was in that crate. Sure the
buffalo went in — even to the end of the train. Then things happened no one could describe. Talk
about cyclone pictures of a town blown to pieces. In minutes not a wagon was on four wheels,
kindling wood and cowboys scrambling for ponies were all that one could see.

Luxton would long foster a sense that the last vestiges of the old West could be found in
Banff. By promoting Banff Indian days, and keeping the bison paddock stocked with


http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-SF5U58KPFtc/UIxJKMaxoKI/AAAAAAAAAUc/gh-e68psFro/s1600/pueblobisonna-3581-5.jpg

quintessentially Western game, the Wild West was safely on display. He insured that an
experience of the romantic West familiar to readers of Fenimore Cooper and admirers of the art
of Charlie Russell was obtainable by all who came to the park. Few visitors who noted the bison
grazing from the train would know the hard toil involved in procuring the herd!

Glenbow Archives
NA-1241-806

B

Norman Luxton at Banff Indian Days, Banff, Alberta. 1942 Photographer/Illustrator: Gully, F., Calgary, Alberta
Remarks: At Stoney tipi village, Cascade Park, Banff.

Norman Luxton at the Banff Indian Days festival, 1927

Norman Luxton

“Norman K. Luxton (1876-1962) was a pioneer in the Canadian Rockies known as "Mr. Banff".

With John Voss, he attempted to sail around the world in an old red cedar Indian dug-out canoe.”
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

“To Australia — Victoria, B.C., May 20. —J. C. Voss and Norman Luxton will leave here in an
Indian war canoe tomorrow for Australia.” May 21, 1901 The Missoulian


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Rockies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Voss_(sailor)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thuja_plicata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dug-out_canoe
http://ww2.glenbow.org/dbimages/arc13/q/na-1241-806.jpg

“On his return to Canada, he worked on improving the community of Banff and the relationship
between its residents and the aboriginal community.

Norman Luxton was the son of Winnipeg Free Press co-founder, William Luxton. After working
with his father at the Free Press in Manitoba and for the Indian Agency at Rat Portage (now,
Kenora, Ontario) in 1892. In 1893, Norman decided to head to the Cariboo Gold Fields to make
his fortune. It is hard to know if he did make it to the gold fields, but he did make it to Calgary
and worked for the Calgary Herald for the next eight years before moving to Vancouver in 1901.

In 1901, Norman moved west to Vancouver where he briefly worked for a weekly called Town
Topics. While in Vancouver, Norman met Captain John Voss, an eccentric sea captain. The two
planned a most adventurous voyage. They would purchase a 100-year-old Nootka dugout
canoe and sail it around the world, leaving from Victoria, British Columbia and heading west to
London The dugout canoe was named the Tilikum, meaning friend in Chinook Jargon. Luxton
journeyed 10,000 miles (about 16000 km) on the Pacific Ocean with VVoss, and endured five
months of travel, before the Tilikum struck a reef and Luxton was thrown from the boat. His
whole body was badly cut by coral, and he had to abandon the trip in Fiji, and was immediately
taken to a hospital in Australia. Following this, Luxton came to Banff to recuperate. He kept
notes of the voyage; his Tilikum Journal, edited by his daughter Eleanor was published in

1971. Captain John Voss finished his journey around the world and published his sailing
memoir as The Venturesome Voyages of Captain Voss! in 1913. The Tilikum boat changed
hands a number of times but is now on display at the Maritime Museum of British Columbia in
Victoria, British Columbia.

In 1904, Norman Luxton married Georgina (Georgie) Elizabeth McDougall (1870-1965) of the
pioneer missionary McDougall family of Morley, Alberta. Norman and Georgie Luxton had one
child, Eleanor Georgina, born in Banff in 1908.

Luxton was a prominent person in Banff, Alberta after his return from his sailing trip across the
Pacific. He published the Crag and Canyon newspaper, built the King Edward Hotel and the Lux
Theatre in Banff, and founded the Sign of the Goat Curio Shop, which led to the development of
the Luxton Museum of Plains Indians, now the Buffalo Nations Museum. He was one of the
organizers of Banff Indian Days and the Banff Winter Carnival. Norman was also made an
honorary chief of the Stoney tribe and given the name Chief White Shield.

In 1953, Luxton established a museum to house his native artifacts. The Luxton Museum of the
Plains Indian which is known as the Buffalo Nations Luxton Museum was built in co-operation
with Eric Harvie of the Glenbow Foundation of Calgary.

Norman F. Luxton died on October 22, 1962 at the age of 89, in the Holy Cross Hospital
in Calgary. On the death of his only daughter Eleanor Luxton in 1995, ownership of the home,
built circa 1905 in Banff, passed to the Eleanor Luxton Historical Foundation.

The objective of the Eleanor Luxton Historical Foundation is to foster public awareness of the
history of Banff and its environs during the century that the Luxton were influential in the
community with emphasis on the careers of Norman K. Luxton, Georgina McDougall Luxton,
and Eleanor G. Luxton. The historic Luxton home build circa 1905 in Banff have been
preserved, restored and are open to the public through Whyte Museum guided tours. The interior
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of the home has been preserved and represents the lives of the three family members and the
evolution of a Banff lifestyle over a period of nine decades. Of special interest are the collections
of Stoney artifacts, evening gowns dating back to the turn of the century, household collectibles,
and taxidermy specimens.

The importance of gardening to the family is evident in the extensive collection of garden-related
artifacts preserved in the home. These include tools, catalogues, and seed packets dating back to
1913. The garden is open to public and it is supposed to be one of the first flower gardens in
Banff, still blooming every year.” From wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Newly arrived Pablo buffalo graze in Canada, warched by their new owners. Courresy
Glenbow Museum, Calgary, Albera.
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“The bison were temporarily housed at Elk Island National Park from 1907-1909,
because the fences at the newly-created (and ill-fated) Buffalo National Park, were not

completed until 1909.” https://historyboots.wordpress.com/2015/02/01/the-great-roundups-getting-michel-pablos-bison-herd-to-
canada-1907-1912/
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Glenbow Archives NA-3581-13

Lieutenant-Governor George Hedley, Vicars Bulyea and Annie Blanche (Babbitt) Bulyea photographing buffalo, Lamont, Alberta.

Glenbow Archives NA-3581-12

Buffalo being unloaded at Lamont, Alberta, for Elk Island National Park, Alberta in 1907, by Norman Luxton.

Wainwright Buffalo Park, Alberta, Canada

“On Saturday last, fifteen cars of buffalo arrived here from the Pablo herd in Montana, and were
immediately unloaded in the Buffalo Park. Howard Douglas, commissioner of Dominion
Parks, A. Ayotte immigration agent in Montana, and H. C. McMullan, C. P. R. livestock agent,
Calgary, accompanied the shipment.

The bunch consisted of one hundred and ninety head and at times what seemed almost
insurmountable obstacles have been overcome in rounding up this bunch. There are still at least
150 head on the Flathead Reserve, which will be shipped in September. Before these arrive,
however, 75 buffalo will be sent to the park here from the Banff herd.

The animals comprising this shipment were immediately unloaded and despite expectations did
not take unkindly to the fence around the corral at the unloading place. They had been in the cars
for periods varying from four to fifteen days and were consequently quite weary. The railway
journey from Ravalli was made in the fine time of seventy-two hours and the bison stood the
journey fairly well. No time was lost in releasing the buffalo and before dark the entire trainload
were quietly grazing in the park.

On Sunday, the writer, accompanied by R. C. W. Lett, travelling passenger and colonization agent
of the G. T. P., and H. W. Foster, manager of the Canada Railway News Co., and C. W. Holmes,
a fellow newspaper man, from Milestone, SAsK., made a trip through the immense corral of 2,000
acres in the north end of the park, in which these animals will be confined for the present.



Superintendent Ellis and his assistant, Louie Bioletti, gave every assistance to the party and we
were enabled to see the buffalo at ease in their new home. They were scattered here and there in
small herds, while an occasional one would be found enjoying a dust bath in one of the innumerable
buffalo wallows, which were made by the wild herds many years ago. They seemed to take well
to their new home and the majority paid scant attention to the visitors. Occasionally, we ran across
a small herd which viewed us with suspicion and started pawing the ground. When their tails began
to raise with an ugly looking crook, we considered discretion to be the better part of valor and
immediately left for other sections of the park. The 508 buffalo now in the park have an ideal
home.

Following is a short history of the buffalo, several parts of which we have extracted from a recent
article in the LONDON TIMES:

PASSING OF THE BUFFALO
The destruction of the immense northern herd of bison, which is stated to have numbered 4,000,000
head at the beginning has never been told with any degree of accuracy. It is certain that very few
were left in the Canadian west when the Canadian Pacific Railway had been completed. The
construction gangs of this road disposed of the stragglers of this once mighty herd, as was the case
in the building of the Union Pacific railroad in the U. S.

To this day, however, the whole of the vast west is scarred and pitted with their groove-like trails
and basin-like wallows, which are permanent records of the migratory marches and daily dust-
baths of these heavy beasts.

OLD-TIME HUNTS

Old-time Hudson’s Bay factors who still survive, tell of the great hunting expeditions of the fifties
and sixties, when the employees of the pioneer fur company with their creaking Red River carts
took part in these hunts in order to secure the yearly supply of pemmican for their northern hunting
and trading posts. At one time the prairie around the present capital of Saskatchewan was covered
by piles of whitened bones, but which have nearly all been gathered up and shipped to be used as
fertilizers. "Pile of Bones," or Regina, was the head of this peculiar industry which flourished
shortly after the Riel rebellion.

THE LAST BUFFALO

The last buffalo to be killed in Western Canada met his death in 1886. He had been wounded twice
during that year but escaped, to meet his fate on the range of a couple of ranchers near the south
branch of the Saskatchewan, who had a herd of several hundred Highland cattle and it happened
that about the time when the sandhill crane flies south, two of the ranch men were sent out in
search of them. They caught sight of the band at noon on the second day out and were amazed to
see it massed together for all the world like a bunch of horses about a smudge or smoke-fire, when
the flies and mosquitoes are at their worst on a still, cloudy summer evening. With much difficulty
they broke up the throng and there where the center of the swirling crest of blood-maniacs had
been, they found the torn and trampled carcass of the mighty wanderer. What an end!



For a considerable time it was believed that with the exception of the herd at Banff and the few
animals at Winnipeg, the most magnificent of the North American fauna was extinct. The Banff
herd had increased considerably, but it was thought that the evils of in-breeding would eventually
cause the cessation of its growth.

Yet all the time there existed on the Flathead reservation in the State of Montana a herd of several
hundred thoroughbred bison, the natural increase of which was being maintained year after year.
It was a fortunate accident which led to the formation of this fine collection.

In 1873 one of the Pend d’Oreille Indians captured four little bison calves—two bulls and two
heifers—by cutting them out of a stampeded herd numbering many thousands. In accordance with
the peculiar characteristics, often noticed by old plainsmen, these young creatures obediently
followed the horses of the hunters who had slain or driven off their mothers.

The Indians in question gave them to the Mission of St. Ignatius, where they were kept as pets and
became as domesticated as ordinary cattle. When the heifers were four years old, each had a calf.
From that time on they gradually increased in number, until, in 1884, there were thirteen head, and
the Indian owner, finding the care of them too great a tax on his scant resources, decided to sell
them.

START OF PABLO HERD
Ten head were purchased for $250 apiece, by C. A. Allard and Michel Pablo, who were ranching
on the reservation, and were shrewd enough to see that specimens of what was even then supposed
to be practically and extinct animal would eventually become very valuable. The herd rapidly
increased under their careful supervision, and in a few years it became possible to sell specimens
at very high prices.

Many head were sold to private individual collectors in the United States, and it from this source
that those in the Yellowstone Park were secured.

In 1893 Messrs. Allard and Pablo bought a collection belonging to one "Buffalo” Jones, of Omaha,
and in that year they had 36 thoroughbred animals in excellent condition, the nucleus of the great
herd which has been bought by the Dominion Government. The hybrid, or "cattloes" were never
allowed to mingle with the thoroughbreds on the ranges, but were collected and kept on island in
the Flathead Lake. These hybrids are large, fine-looking animals, and it has often been suggested
that they would be worth breeding for commercial purposes. But the sterility point is reached in
the second generation.

GREAT INCREASE

The record of the herd of living antiques originating in the four calves captured by an Indian hunter
shows what can done by private enterprise to perpetuate an almost extinct type of animal life. In
twenty-three years a herd of thirty-six increased to thirty times its original number. Some idea of
the average rate of increase may be deduced from the observed fact that half the cows give birth
to calves every year, while twin calves are not uncommon, inasmuch as in a party of a hundred
head corralled one autumn, there were two cows having two calves at foot. The percentage of loss



among the calves is slightly lower than is the case with ordinary range cattle. As a rule the bison
calf is a very hardy creature. There are instances of the Pablo-Allard calves finding their feet in
less than a minute after birth and showing sight within half-an-hour.

NEW CANADIAN HERD

In 1906 HoN. Frank Oliver, Minister of the Interior, obtained for the Dominion Government an
option on the 600 unsold head belonging to Messrs. Pablo and Allard, and eventually they were
all bought for $200,000. Today five or six times as much could be realized by selling the herd
piecemeal to American private collectors and the Governments of Western States which are now
lamenting a lost opportunity. But Canada has no intention whatever of selling a single head.

The round-up of the first shipment lasted two months, and was successfully carried out by 75
cowboys, horsemen picked for their ability from every part of the great Montana ranges, who were
paid at the rate of $5 a day. For some weeks the round-up was a failure; only three times in more
than a month of daily drives did the cowboys succeed in getting a few head into the rail-side
corrals. The bison, finding themselves being driven from their familiar pasturage, and not knowing
that the bay of the Saskatchewan Valley is better than that of the Montana ridges, would charge
the encircling line of horsemen with the wildest fury and break and scatter it to the four winds.

Eventually, in order to save time and horse-flesh, Mr. Pablo—himself a cowboy famous
throughout the West—decided that it was necessary to build a bison-proof fence, 26 miles in
length, from the pastures to the corrals, so as to cut off retreat in one direction. Down this fence,
in spite of their many successful efforts to break away, the bison were eventually driven into the
corrals and, not without much difficulty, loaded aboard the enclosed cattle-trucks of the Northern
Pacific freight train at the little station of Ravalli. The long railway journey 1,200 miles over five
railway systems to Lamont in Alberta was accomplished with a loss of less than one per cent.

The herd wintered fairly well and were the ones received here on June 13 and which were turned
loose in the park on that day.

BUFFALO PARK

The park, which has an area of 160 square miles and contains many clean-bottomed lakes, endless
chains of hay-sloughs and sheltered river valleys, has been securely enclosed with a high fence of
wire and tamarack posts. A number of deer were enclosed in the building of the fence, so that the
bison will have companions in the spacious reservation. In twenty years there should be 10,000
head at Wainwright.

The artificial revival of this magnificent animal is an object lesson to those who deplore the
threatened extinction of the most imposing of the south African fauna. Game preservation laws
will generally enable the smaller animals to survive, even if they have the ill-fortune to wear the
furs coveted by the ladies.

The return of the beaver to many of its deserted haunts in Eastern and Western Canada is a case
in point. Ten years ago the living symbol of Canadian enterprise and industry seemed in danger
of extinction. Now it is once more busy building the water-breaks which helped to store up the



rainfall of the country instead of allowing it to be dissipated in disastrous floods. But, if the
heavy beasts which can be eaten by the most shameless of the carnivora—man, to wit—are to be
preserved, something more is needed than the translation of the sportsman’s first

commandment—*“Thou shalt not kill needlessly”—into laws and by-laws.
http://www.wainwrightdistrict.org/camp-wainwright/clips/star_090709.php. THE WAINWRIGHT STAR , WAINWRIGHT, ALBERTA, FRIDAY, JULY 9,
1909.
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A PART OF THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT'S BUFFALO HERD AT WAINWRIGHT, ALBERTA
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Bud Cotton

Bud Cotton, Canada’s first buffalo warden at the Wainwright Buffalo Reserve in Alberta. During
his time as warden he had four horses killed out from underneath him and barely escaped with
his life on numerous occasions.

Born in Sherbrooke, Quebec in 1890, Bud Cotton grew up in the Eastern Townships, but longed
to ride the range. He was just 16 when he made his way to Medicine Hat, Alberta and got his
first job as a cowboy.

One of his first tasks was driving the camp wagon on a hundred-mile cattle drive to a railway
construction site. In the evening he was the night herder. After two weeks the crew arrived with
the herd and supplied fresh beef for the railroad crew that was laying track across the prairie.

His cowboying skills grew and he cowboyed for some of the biggest cattle outfits across the
Canadian West, including Pat Burns.

One of his most memorable nights as a cowboy was in 1911 when a cyclone almost blew out
Regina. He was working for Burns’ outfit and he had drifted a cavvy of about 100 head of horses
onto the flats for grazing when the ferocious storm struck. The horses took off and he followed.
By the dawn he was ten miles out and only had 46 horses left to take back to camp. By the
afternoon the missing bunch were found and the storm was forgotten.

In 1912 Cotton was one of the original eleven cowboys from the Burns Ranch who brought a
herd of 100 horses and a chuckwagon from Cluny to the Calgary Stampede. That same year, he
helped to run 12,000 head of cattle through a mange dip on the Blackfoot reserve.

It was in 1913 when his life changed. The Canadian government had purchased the last
remaining buffalo herd from Montana ranchers Pablo and Allard with the express purpose to
save the threatened animals from extinction. Rounding them up was a monumental feat and
eventually the herd arrived at the newly formed Wainwright Buffalo Reserve in Alberta. Bud and
his saddle pal Ed were hired to get a count on the herd.

The cowboys received a quick lesson in handling buffalo; they were wild, they were fast and
they weren’t afraid of anything. After a day of being chased and threatened, the cowboys found
themselves horse-belly deep in a lake, held there by a threatening bull. Needless to say, their
respect for the dangerous animals grew — and they didn’t get an accurate count on the herd that
day.

Soon Bud was promoted to park warden, and shouldered the responsibility of managing the
buffalo. In 1915 Bud went to war and fought at Vimy Ridge. By 1919 he was on his way home
to the Wainwright Park Buffalo Reserve.

Of the 39,000 buffalo that were raised in Buffalo National Park, Bud stated in his memoirs,
Buffalo Bud, that only two buffalo were born with white markings and one was to gain notoriety.



While on patrol in May 1919, he happened upon a dead cow and a gaunt and hungry baby
buffalo that sported a small dirty white patch in the center of his forehead. Cotton christened him
‘One Spot.””

On the twelve-mile journey back to the line cabin the baby buff took to Cotton’s saddle horse,
Frost, perhaps believing it could be his new mother. Once at the cabin Cotton fed the baby
canned milk, water and sugar ‘with the aid of a beer bottle,” but always stayed close to Frost.
One Spot made himself at home, grunting for a little sugar, and would “kick or bunt our shins if
there was too much delay. Then he would lie under the table or bunk, contentedly chewing his
cud.” One Spot became a tourist attraction but this glamorous career ended when he butted a new
bride who was posing beside the calf. After this incident, Cotton turned the baby buff out with
the rest of the herd.

The buffalo was very near extinction when the Canadian government purchased the last
remaining herd from Montana ranchers, Pablo and Allard. It took top cowboys five years to
round up and ship the buffalo north.

One Spot was the boss of his herd in his early years, but he grew more ornery and reclusive as
old age set in. He had no respect for men or horses and threatened any rider who attempted to
come near him.

One summer Cotton took a short cut through a ravine and came face to face with One Spot.
Cotton’s horse, Frost, tried to get away, but One Spot hooked the horse under his flank, throwing
both Cotton and the horse over the embankment. Cotton escaped, but One Spot had killed Frost,
the same horse that he had followed back to the line cabin those many years before.

During his tenure, Cotton and his cowboy crew of park riders guided newsmen and parks
officials, cowboys and movie stars through the wild terrain. During his career, he had four horses
killed out from under him by buffalo and narrowly escaped with his own life on numerous
occasions.

In 1921 he married and he and Edith had two daughters. Bud remained the warden over the now
massive herd of 48,000 buffalo. In 1940 Wainwright was closed and some of the buffalo were
shipped to the newly formed Elk Island Park; the rest were shipped to Wood Buffalo National
Park. Bud Cotton remained the warden until he retired in 1947.

During his years at the buffalo park, Bud launched a new career as a writer, co-authoring many
books recounting his life on the plains.

In 1980, in celebration of Alberta’s 75" anniversary, a small herd of plains bison were once
again established at Wainwright and Bud Cotton and many of the original Park Riders were
invited for the opening of the Bud Cotton Buffalo Paddock. Bud Cotton died in 1987 and is
buried in Calgary.”



Many Enjoy Choice Steaks Cut From A Young Buffalo Butchering the Victim of
an Accident.

The accompanying cut shows Chief Duncan McDonald of the Flathead reservation in the act of
skinning a buffalo cow, which was killed during the loading of the Pablo herd at Ravalli a
few days ago.

The animal, about 4 years of age, was so unruly that the loader; could do nothing with her. She
fought desperately against being driven through the loading chute into a freight car and in a mad
rush across the corral butted blindly into the side of the pen, breaking her neck. She was
immediately bled and the carcass was removed to the back yard of the Ravalli hotel, where it was
skinned, dressed and butchered for use as a part of the menu for the Sunday dinner a week

ago.

A large crowd of visitors, attracted to Ravalli by the buffalo loading, was unexpectedly offered
buffalo steak when the dinner hour was announced. Almost everyone took advantage of the
opportunity to taste the meat-just that they might say they had eaten buffalo. And almost
everyone who tried the novelty expressed himself as delighted with the flavor. The

popularity of the meat is attested by the fact that the supply was exhausted before the day was

over, several persons securing large cuts of it to carry home with them.” The Daily Missoulian, July 4, 1909.
Morning, Page 4
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THE FLATHEAD BUFFALO RANGE.

A REPORT TO THE AMERICAN BISON SOCIETY OF AN INSPEC-
TION OF THE FLATHEAD INDIAN RESERVATION, MON-
TANA, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SELECTING A SUITABLE
LOCATION FOR A NATIONAL BUFFALO RANGE

By Nlorrox |, KLrob, PH.D.,

Professor of Biology, University of Montana, Missoula.
Director of the University Biological Station.

Acting on instructions from the President of The
American Bison Society, | examined several places in the
Flathead Indian Reservation, Montana, for the purpose
of selecting a suitable location for a range in which to
confine and perpetually maintain and propagate a herd of
American Bison, or, as it is popularly known here, the
Buffalo.

PLATE I

A BIRIVS EYE VIEAY OF THE FROPOSED BISON RANG
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PLATE 111

GENERAL VIEW OF THE RANGE, FROM THE \ST
Proposed Buffalo Range from the direction of Miszion Mountiains. The litghest point is Onilsecl, 4,500 feet. To the lefr
is Wiheewheetlehave,—Red Man's Ridg

TLEATE IV

THE MISSION MOUNTAINS
Fooking east, feomy dear the castern boundary  of the propozed. Nafiale  Rasge



PLATE V.

THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF FHE RANGE
The Jogko River fows from sight to left, theougl the timbeted fisk.  The Northern Paedfic, Ruilroad is scen in
the vallew, This picture shows Inskaltesshin Seelivw 1= a0 ttle west of nonth,

PLATE VL

SOUTHERN FRONT OF THE PROPOSED RANGE
THis i= & portion of the Range favtley toward the east than {hat in Plate V. The Northern Pacific Railway runs
through the middle of the picture; and the Tocko River runs through the timber, between the raitroad and the fills.



PLATE V11,

SOUTHERN FRONT OF THE PROPOSED BISON KRANGE,
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PLATE VIIL

ON THE SUMMIT OF THE RANGE,
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PLATE IX

VIEW OF TIHE JOCKS
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PLATE X

FHE TOCKO RIVER VALLEY AND ITS JUNCTION WITH THAT OF THE FLATHEAD
Mountain 12 on the right, The prop

range fence would eress the river within the limirs of the pictare.



PLATIE X1

FHE JOCKO RIVER, AT BRAVALLL

where W eoters the propwsed cange

PLATIC X1

RAVALLL ANDY THE TOCEO VALLEY LOOKING DOWN THE RIVER.
The hills on vight are on thie southern Jimits of the mnge
P NIIL i5 n view from place marked N




PLEATE XIN

CIE JOCKO VALLEY AT RAVALLI
Uhrchard, hotse and part of the mnch of Duncan MeDopald at Ravalli. Mate NI i a view from plice marhed with o cross

Duncan Mc¢Donald's ranch is shown in Plates XTI
and XIII. Plate XII is a view from Ravalli, looking
down the Jocko River. On the right is seen the southern
Limits of the range; in the valley is McDonald’s hay ranch
and orchard. The white house belongs to the ranch, as
do also the cabins. The ranch joins the range on the north.
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PLATE XIV.

Coapyrighrevoeg, by M) 1l
EASTERN SIDE OF THE PROPOSED RANGE

This ravine is the eastorn Hmit of the rapge: wlich is on the deft. A poction of the
Aiard:-Pabla lLierd i heing deiven (down the hill wlong the voad, for slipent to Canada.

PLATE NV

A PORTION OF THE PARLO HERD, ON THE RANGE, FILATHEALD RESERVATICN.



PLATE XVIL
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N PORTION OF THE PABLO [HERD, READY FOR SHIPMENT TO CANADA,



ENevwros mo BUvr o on O Wik Axtiius -
Coyotes are not iafraquenr.  Lase May, while the
Butfado were bemg shippel from the mservation 0
Canala. | perched i wene mcks at what s the comer
ol the renge, with oupera placel ready e photingraph
the Besd @ i wan drvven down abse Tk ulomg the mad
N knoming whes the Toerd would et | wabiedd wevveal
bonee an’ this focky conency.  \While waiting, all an
Kmonyn b mu, & Coyoly Ceme s 0 within & few fiss,
peetiag over the brow ol the ridge ot me, swl Jetorely
wrnttend off, 1w maware of his presesce weti] abvissd
by those wive were watchiog his performanies.  Almont
any evetang thes may be heand i fhe Tills about Ravalli.
While casotes are ot apenmmmeon, § have heand Gintle ar
s complasor alist wolves i this Jocaliny. The pama is
#a be fiumil theovughont e wooded portan af Moatan,
But it 10 not giviog trouble i this seetion. There ure
oceavional rattlessaikes reporied, bt dpeng the several
clays that | walked and rode over the cange 10l not see
any. 1t by sade a0 say the cnomies wauld be o moee simer-
oun here tham in cther Tocalitiey, and 1 believe they woukd
be fower than in the casern oanges. They will oo doubt
Become still scarcer ar the countey settler i The Pablo
herd. dn their range o this cewevation, has incroased
rapidly,

SENTIMENT or 00 Pooenr - Ducan. MeDumald
rodde with me over the proposed range, and 1alked Hreely.
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disappointed thae the Civernment of (be United St
[ it e $ah o Bartalo hend oo g o Canada
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herd were bocused fa it midst.
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OTHER ANIMALS THAT MAY BE PUT INTO
THE RANGE.

ELK.—Several men in the Flathead Valley, 6o or 70
miles north of the present range, have elk parks in the
valley country, where many of these noble animals are
raised.  One man has more than 50, some with very fine
heads of horns.  The present range is admirably adapted
to elk.  The timber on the hills and along the streams is
suited to their habits; and the range outside of the tim-
bered section will give them miles of running country. A
start may be had from animals in the country.

ANXTELOPE.—The range is admirably suited to the
prong-horned antelope, which is fast disappearing, and
needs greater protection.  In a few places in Montana
there are still herds to be found, but a range like the one
proposed will give the natural conditions for a home.

DEER.— Western Montana has both white-tailed and
black-tailed (mule) deer in numbers. The Indians have
had free range in killing on the reservation, and here they
are scarce. Itis quite likely that licks could be established
on the range before fencing, and animals thus enticed into
the limits of the range before it is fenced.

A drive might bring in both species of deer. The
Columbian black-tail would also thrive here, without
doubt. By planning ahead, animals could in all proba-
bility be secured from the wild animals of the vicinity.
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There i considerable undergrowih in the tmber, and
along the rock ridges there s quite a Little geowth of bushy
plants, enough 1o supply fomd of this kind for a fair
sized herd,

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SHEEK. —These animuls formetly
rostmed over this entire section, and several bands are in
the adjacent mountam runges. They should do well on
this range, as it has apen summits, rock litfs, timberedd
ristiges wnd open slupes.

Rocky Moustas Goar - While there are no sum
mer sow banks in the range, there are conl springs awd
ravines. The gout should be able ta bold i wen, cvgn 1f
it does not thrsve a6 well 25 the sther animals meathaned

Brie Grorss —~Severul of these birds weee fhushed
while walking theough the timber.  There b un abuwl
ance of foud for summer, and eseellent nesting cover

RUFFED. Guotst— Noo ruffed grouse were seen on
my vivits, but along the Tocko und Mismion Creeks they
are found, without doube, amd 10 the brosh and thickets
praond the springs and along srrexon s their navaral
hame.

WESTERS SHARE-Turin Gootse Ty the cultivuel
felds these birds wre often found in largesized fdocks
They may bo on the range.

Bov-w e —This eastern game bied has been intro
duced around Nizouls, o the  ioer-Root Valley,
and in the Flathead Valley, They have dope well, and
have greatdy wultiplied.  Duting the summer they may
b heard atry day around the upper end of Flathead Lake
In the range they would have pleory af food in summer,
but would probably need attention in winter, uniess some
crop wis grown for them

Nanes The names of crocks, ridges and mosmtains
are all of Tndiam origin

Quilsech (Red Steep ). mountain, was samed for N
Duncan MeDoaald,

Seclaw, mountain, named far one of the United Staes
Indian Judges of the reservation: a leading man, who
Lived near Dixon and died in 1906,
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Wheewheetlchave (many grizzly bear), ridge, with
summit east of Quilseeh: named for an old Pend 4'Oreille
Indian chief.

Inskaltesshin (a dead dragon), ridge and gulch, lead-
ing south from Quilsech.

Kaiimi, gulch and creek, named for an old Indian,
now dead.

Chimtaupeh  (bob-tail), gulch, named for an old
Indian.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.—Duncan McDonald, of Ra-
valli, was kind enough to ride with me over the range
and give me much help in understanding its general
features and character. e gave me the information
about the springs and streams, and in regard to the feeding
capacity of the range. Col. Rankin, Indian allotting
agent for the Government, has rendered great assistance.
[ am indebted to him for the map of the range, and for
other courtesies Major W. H. Smead, of Missoula,
permitted me to photograph and use his map of the Flat-
head Reservation, marked in sections, and with all lines
and streams indicated.  Many others have rendered assist-
ance in mMinor wavs,
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1908 Annual report of the American Bison Society by American Bison Society, https://archive.org/details/annualreportofambsOOamer/page/n31

MISSION CREEN, NORTHERN BOUNDANY OF MONTANA BISON RANGE
Photogragh by D € Ham Nerriss


https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22American+Bison+Society%22
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CIRAZING GROUNDA ASND WOONG senLTER MUNTANA BISON WANGE
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MISSION CHEEK, ON NORTH 8108 OF BISON RANGE
Stiw ing rebame of warer
Phinprard by D, C Har Mertian

Annual_report_of_the_American_Bison_Society (1907)

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/74/Annual_report_of_the_American_Bison_Society %281907%29_%281843559588
1%29.jpg/1200px-Annual_report_of_the_American_Bison_Society %281907%29 %2818435595881%29.jpg






NATIONAL BISON RANGE

https://www.fws.gov/bisonrange/images/NBR-map.jpg

The Story of the National Bison Range will be told in Part Four.



