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“Facts Clarified 

Perhaps a few facts need to be clarified from Lee Boyd’s “Natural Selections” column of Jan. 8 

concerning the transplanting of mountain goats from the Bison Range to the Franklin Bridge site 

in the Rattlesnake. 

Tax dollars are not being used.  The environmental assessment was a volunteer effort, the goats 

are surplus animals from the Bison Range, trapping will be done by highly-qualified volunteers, 

and state sportsmen’s license fees are paying for the helicopter transportation. 

We can never be sure what transplanted animals will do.  However, the cliffs above the Franklin 

Bridge were the wintering area for nannies and kids until 1968 or 1969 when goats were last 

seen there. 

In other studies of mountain goats we have learned that whatever cliffs nannies and kids occupy 

during the winter are key ranges, and after the last animals disappeared from these ranges the 



area has not been repopulated.  By introducing these animals during the winter it is likely that 

they will remain and continue to use this site. 

There is no assurance the goats from the Mosquito Peak area will repopulate the Franklin Ridge 

site.  Goats usually do not move long distances through timber, although they will occasionally 

move through timber to visit cliff areas that they have previously frequented. Since goats have 

not been observed in recent years at the Franklin Bridge site, these kinds of movements 

apparently are not occurring.  -  Cathy Ream, 4217 Timberlane, Missoula.”     January 23, 1981  The 

Missoulian 

 

 

 

“Goats get their goat by Sherry Devlin    Staff Writer 

It’s not easy to fool mountain goats – even when you have a helicopter, nets and screaming 

university students on your side. 

After nearly two hours of coaxing and terrorizing Thursday, 17 would-be trappers couldn’t lure 

even one goat into their nets at the National Bison Range near Moiese. 

“It’s goats 2, wildlife 0,” said one disgruntled University of Montana graduate student 

And it’s back to the drawing board,” said Jim McLucas, trapper for the state Department of Fish, 

Wildlife and Parks.  

The idea was to catch six mountain goats by early afternoon and then truck them to the 

Rattlesnake Wilderness north of Missoula.  There the goats would repopulate the cliffs above 

Franklin Ridge, where a group of 15 once roamed. 



At 8:30 a.m., while his crew sipped coffee outside Bison Range headquarters, UM biologist Bart 

O’Gara feared only the heavy fog. 

“We’ve got two kids for every goat here,” he said. “If we can see through the fog, we can 

grab’em.” 

On hand for the trapping and transplanting were 12 UM graduate students, O’Gara, two bison 

range foremen, McLucas and a state game garden.’ 

Even the 2 ½ hour trek across mountains and pastures didn’t subdue the group’s humor.  “This 

isn’t a road,” said state game warden Dennis Hagenston, after his second stop for snow chains.  

“this is a wagon trail.” 

Led by range foreman Babe May, the trucks slid into the ridge above the goat’s winter range 

about 11:30 a.m.  The student workhorses wasted no time in stringing a long net from one end of 

the ledge to another. 

“We’re going to bring the helicopter up the ridge,” O’Gara said, “and run the goats into the net. 

They’ll get tangled up and we can grab them. We’ve never run goats like this before, though, so 

we’ve got to be ready for anything.” 

The nearly 400 mountain goats transplanted by state fish and wildlife trappers since the early 

1940s were usually trapped in a more conventional drop-gate cage, explained McLucas. A salt 

lick lured the goats to the cage and an automatic switch tripped the gate once a goat ventured 

inside. 

Still, O’Gara was optimistic. “We’ve had great success running antelope and deer into nets,” he 

said.  “it’s a predator thing.  The helicopter is like an eagle and really terrorizes the animals.” 

“My only fear,” O’Gara added, is that the goats will seek shelter under those trees. I’ve had goats 

run into caves on me.  Then we would have to go in there and run them out.” 

Minutes later, O’Gara saw his fears unfold. With students positioned across the ridge on either 

side of the net, the helicopter moved up the valley. 

“There are the goats, a big group,” radioed student Dan Pond, who rode in the chopper with pilot 

Bob Schellinger.  “Get ready.” 

O’Gara and his crew crouched behind rocks and trees.  There was only the noise of the 

helicopter, louder by the second. Then one of the students pointed.  Six shaggy, white-faced 

mountain goats were at the net. 

Notebooks flew in the air, mittens scattered everywhere and nine would-be goat catchers charged 

up the hill. “Get the rubbers hoses,” yelled one.  “we’ve got to put them over the horns.” 

But no sooner did the goats see the charge then they did an about face and headed down the 

ridge.  Did you see that?” said O’Gara. B “That goat butted the net, realized that he couldn’t get 

past it and turned around.” 



The chopper zoomed back overhead.  “Look,” another student whispered.  “There’s a big goat all 

alone way up at the end of the fence.” 

Again, the goat wasn’t about to be fooled.  One look at the net and it turned back down the ridge, 

running within several inches of one student. 

“I could have touched that goat,” the student said later.  “I thought about grabbing him, but those 

horns looked pretty scary.” 

Then there were five goats heading up the ridge.  But they took cover under a tree and weren’t 

about to budge.  “That chopper is right on their heads,” O’Gara said.  “Antelope or deer would 

be in a panic.  But those goats know they’re safe under the tree.  They’ve caught on to our 

game.” 

The crouching and waiting continued another 30 minutes, with the goats always heading for 

shelter under trees.  “Send some people across the ridge to scare the goats out into the open,” 

ordered Pond.  Five students dashed down the steep slope, waving hands and screaming at the 

goats 

“That little goat just walked right past me going the wrong way,” shrieked one student.  “They 

sure get smart quick. It’s like they could are less what we want them to do.” 

At 1:40 p.m., the crew pulled out the proverbial white flag.  “We give,” yelled one.  “you’ve got 

us. You win.” 

“You win round one,” corrected O’Gara.  “We’ll just have to go back to the old way – put a 

corral around a salt lick and lure the goats into traps.  We’ll win that one, even though it means 

postponing the transplant for a while longer.” 

“You know,” O’Gara said, “you can sit behind a desk and predict how animals will behave all 

you want.  But you’ll never know until you try.  You’ll just never know.”     February 6, 1981  The 

Missoulian 

 

“Five Valleys Audubon Society meeting at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Western Federal Savings and 

Loan across from Tremper’s on Brooks Street.  Joe Quiroz will present a talk and slide show on 

the game management program at the National Bison Range.  Open to the public.”  February 8, 1981  

The Missoulian 



 

February 11, 1981  The Missoulian  

“Refuge areas to close to fishing 

Several areas of the Ninepipe and Pablo national wildlife refuges will be closed to public fishing starting 

March 1 – in an attempt to give numerous species of birds the necessary peace and quiet for successful 

nesting and raising of young. 

Canada geese, mallards, pintails, redheads, ruddy ducks and coots are among the many species using the 

Ninepipe and Pablo refuges.  Fishing closures to protect the birds will continue through July 15. 

Sections of Ninepipe remaining open for anglers are areas around the dike and north of Allentown Bridge.  

Open on the Pablo refuge will be the area bordering Pablo and Middle dikes. 

Exact locations of both open and closed areas are available at each refuge or at the National 

Bison Range in Moiese.  Call 644-2354 for information.”  February 25, 1981  The Missoulian 



 

“Opening of Moiese center delayed   by Richard Eggert    Correspondent 

Moiese – A new visitor center at the National Bison Range at Moiese, which was to have opened 

last year, probably won’t be completed until this summer according to U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

service officials. 

The sweeping granite-block and glass structure will house exhibits and information displays.  It 

was begun in August 1979 and was to have been completed by last spring. 

 

The prime contractor for the building is Northwest Erection of Missoula.  The total cost of the 

structure is about $620,000, according to Tryl Broom of the contracting office.  In addition range 

staff member Joe Quiroz said about $100,000 in exhibits are planned. 

Bud Cheff, president of Northwest Erection, explained that construction delays were caused by 

design changes ordered by the wildlife service.  Also, ground conditions re delaying work on an 

access road to the building. 

Quiroz said the building is nearly finished and needs only paint and detail work. However, he 

added, the new center probably will not be open until late summer. 



Broom confirmed that the building would not be open until mid-summer.  She said that moisture-

saturated gound conditions would probably prevent the paving contractor from completing the 

road work until the end of May. 

Quiroz said the new visitor center would be the hub of a project to provide extended educational 

services at the range and a choice of two range tours. 

The 19-mile circular tour of the range would be retained, Quiroz said, and would probably be 

called the Red Sleep Tour after the highest peak on the range. It could open in May, depending 

on road conditions 

A shorter tour through the Buffalo Prairie section would require about 20 minutes to drive and 

would provide visitors with an exposure to prairie buffalo ecology.  Visitors would see bison, 

antelope and other prairie animals in the large pen. 

Under the plan, current range headquarters could be converted into a learning center, Quiroz 

said.  It would provide educational materials and study plants for classes and groups interested in 

scientific and historical study of the range.  He said the learning center would require support of 

teachers in the area. 

Quiroz said the visitor center exhibits would be centered on a full-mounted bison to be displayed 

in the center building.”  March 5, 1981    The Missoulian 



 

 



 

March 5, 1981  The Missoulian 



 

March 28, 1981  The Missoulian  

 

 

 



“Bison range tour road to open 

Moiese -The 19-mile Self-tour Road through the National Bison Range at Moiese will open for 

the season on Saturday.  Gates will be open at 8 p.m. until 7 p.m. daily.  Persons taking the two-

hour drive can see newly born buffalo calves as well as big horn sheep, deer, antelope, elk and 

mountain goats.”   May 8, 1981 The Missoulian  

“Adventure Field Trip For Kids 

Field trips to: Bison Range, Garnet Ghost Town, local dairy farms and picnic adventure trip 

through 8-Mile Canyon and much more.  For details call 251-2456.”  June 27, 1981  The Missoulian 

Jon Malcolm replaces Bob Brown as Bison Range Manager 

“Bison Range offers one circuit 

During the remainder of the 1981 summer season, tourists at the National Bison Range near 

Moiese will only be able to use a19-mile scenic drive through the range. 

A 3-mile route is under construction but no date has been set for its completion.  The new route, 

when opened, will provide an opportunity for visitors to view bison in a natural setting. 

The range is open from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.”  July 22, 1981   The Missoulian 

“Teachers workshop planned at National Bison Range 

The National Bison Range near Moiese will be hosting an outdoor-education workshop for area 

teachers Sept. 19 from 8 a.m.to 5 p.m. 

The workshop is open to all teachers, from all grade levels.  Its purpose is to introduce new ideas 

and methods of using the outdoors in teaching and to acquaint teachers with people involved in 

environmental education. 

No fee will be charged for the workshop, although one uit of university credit is being offered 

through the University of Montana at a cost of about $25. 

Registration forms are available in all local school offices or may be obtained by writing or 

calling Donna Briggs, Hillcrest Drive, Polson (883-5595). 

Volunteer teachers from are schools will present seminars at the workshop.  Sessions will cover 

such topics as wetlands, grasslands, art and sensory awareness. 



Newcomers and teachers who have participated in past workshops are welcome to attend.  Some 

repeats of past sessions will be included in the program, along with some new and different 

topics. 

Lesson plans may be checked out by teachers from a library of material collected by the Bison 

Range.  A catalog of available material will be given to workshop participants.”    August 27, 1981  The 

Missoulian  

“New Bison range tour open  

The Buffalo Prairie Scenic Drive, a new 3 mile auto tour, is now open at the National Bison 

Range.  This new tour provides visitors with an opportunity o view bison, and other big game, in 

a natural setting without taking the longer, 19-mile Red Sleep Mountain Scenic Drive. 

Both auto tours are open daily from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Trailers are permitted on the new short tour, 

but are still prohibited elsewhere.”   August 30, 1981   The Missoulian 

“Workshop set at Bison Range 

A University of Montana workshop on environmental education will be offered for one graduate 

credit at the National Bison Range in Moiese on Saturday.  The course will last from 8:15 a.m. to 

5 p.m. plus follow-up field testing. 

Teachers of any subject and from any grade level will be introduced to ideas on using the 

outdoor classroom in their teaching programs. Participants will meet person already involved in 

environmental education programs in the area and will learn about the sources f materials that 

are available. 

Cost of the workshop is $30 and interested persons should contact Donna Briggs, Hillcrest Drive, 

Polson, 59860 or call 883-5595. 

Registration for credit will be completed at the workshop.”  September 16, 1981  The Missoulian 

“The Flathead 

Ronan – Most extracurricular pursuits on the Flathead Indian Reservation north of Missoula are 

of the outdoors variety – trout fishing in streams and lakes, bass fishing at Ninepipe Refuge and 

hiking in the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribe’s Mission Wilderness area. 

All of these pursuits require an $8-a-year tribal recreational permit, which is perhaps the best 

recreational bargain in the area. 



However, these are some interesting, exciting and diverse pursuits on the Flathead Reservation 

for adventurous students, and they do not require permits. 

Every Friday and Saturday night, for instance, many local stompers and refugees from Missoula 

gather at the Buffalo Bar in Ravalli, 40 miles north of Missoula, to dance and carry on.  The live 

bands are local and some range in quality from tolerable to pretty good, but by midnight the 

crowd and the mood are so thick that it’s kind of hard to tell. 

The Buffalo Bar gets its name from the adjacent National Bison Range which has to be one of 

the best cheap dates in North America.  The range is home to 400 bison, along with mountain 

goats, bighorn sheep, antelope, elk and deer.  They can be viewed on the range’s 19-mile drive. 

The National Bison Range is 50 miles from Missoula.  You get there by turning west on 

Highway 200 off of Highway 93 at Ravalli.  Then you turn north at Dixon and take Highway 211 

to Moiese. 

If you are a wildlife fancier, there is a national wildlife refuge at Ninepipe, located between St. 

Ignatius and Ronan on Highway 93.  The refuge includes thousands of acres of federal and state 

lands and the area abounds with waterfowl, pheasants, shorebirds and predatory birds.   The 

Missoulian.”   September 22, 1981    The Missoulian 

“Roundup goes public 

Moiese – The annual roundup of buffalo at the National Bison Range is set for Oct.  5-7. 

Refuge Manager Jon Malcolm said the bison herd will be worked through the corrals those three 

days when surplus sale animals will be sorted, calves branded and a portion of the herd 

vaccinated.  Surplus animals will be loaded out by the buyers the mornings of Oct. 7-9. 

The roundup operation is public.  A slide program will be presented hourly to explain the Bison 

Range management program and roundup operation.  The same program will be given on the 

half hour for visiting school groups.  Schools planning to visit should contact the Range prior to 

roundup to schedule a time.  Lunch will be served by the Charlo PTA Oct. 5-7. 

In the recent bid opening for surplus buffalo, top price offered was $2,005 for a mature bull over 

10 years old.  There were 47 bids on the 66 surplus animals, 30 of which were successful. 

Malcolm said the roundup operation will require closing the 19-mile tour from Sept. 29 through 

Oct. 7, but the 10-mile short tour along the north side of the range will be open.”   September 26, 

1981 The Missoulian 



 

October 8, 1981  The Missoulian 

Bison range road closed 

Moiese – The Red Sleep Mountain 19-mile scenic drive has been closed for the season. 

An alternate 10-mile drive will be available for the public use.  Hours will be 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

daily.  The shorter drive will remain open as long as weather and road conditions permit.”  October 

27, 1981  The Missoulian 

 



“Danny On photographs displayed at park center 

West Glacier – Eight color photographs by the late Danny On are on display at the Apgar Visitor 

Center in Glacier National Park. 

The photos include wildlife and scenic shots by the former Flathead National Forest silviculturist  

and photographer, who was killed in a 1979 skiing accident. 

They are from a collection of some 18,000 slides, negatives and prints that were donated to the 

Glacier Natural History Association by On’s family. 

On had been a board member of the association. A non-profit organization that works to broaden 

public understanding of the plant and animal life, geology and history of the ark, Flathead 

National Forest and the National Bison Range. 

Prints of some of On’s work are available for sale through the association. 

The visitor center is open daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. until dec. 12, and then from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

on weekends only.”  November 4, 1981  The Missoulian 

“Bison range visitor center opening set  

Moiese – The National Bison Range at Moiese will officially open its new, $700,000 Visitors 

Center in mid-June, according to Range Manager Jon Malcolm. 

Malcolm said the grand opening of the granite slab buttressed and copper-domed building would 

correspond to the spring opening of the bison range tour. 

The building was completed last month and awaits only the installation of exhibits and displays, 

Malcolm said. 

Offices for the 10 range employees, a general purpose education room and the large exhibit area 

will comprise the building. 

Ed Merritt, Biological Technician, said the displays will include a full mounted bull buffalo by 

Smithsonian taxidermist Neil Deaton, and dioramas and exhibits explaining the history of the 

range and management of its animals. 

Dioramas involve carefully painted backdrops depicting natural habitats for the mounted 

animals, lending depth-of-field and realistic quality to the setting. 



Also among the displays will be a six foot square computer-cut topographical map of the range, 

which is being assembled by Design Fabricators of Midland, Mich. 

Merritt said the education general purpose room will offer a variety of visual tapes and slide 

shows on aspects of the range. The service would be available to schools and groups interested in 

the natural history of the range. 

The range’s 19-mile self-guided tour would be re-routed around the new building, and tour 

season will extend as long as road conditions permit.  He said the road was open from mid-May 

to Oct. 25 this year. 

The new building was begun in 1979.”    November 19, 1981  The Missoulian 

“Moiese - Written by Richard Eggert and photographed by Tom Dodge of the 

Missoulian   

Moiese – Every year close to 100,000 people drive miles out of their way to see this town’s 

most distinctive feature; yet most don’t seem to notice the town itself or the people in it.   

This strikes folks here as odd.  Their town spreads over 2 ½ square miles, has a population of 

well over 1,000 and boasts two schools, albeit abandoned.   

Some say the identity problem for the western Lake County hamlet of Moiese is it’s almost as 

hard to find as it is to pronounce (say Mow-ease). Tucked away unobtrusively on Highway 211 

between Dixon and Charlo, most of its vast area is absorbed in miles and miles of rolling farm 

and grazing lands along the Flathead River.   

Others say the 30 families which buy their groceries and pick up their mail at Moiese Merc. are 

just plain overshadowed by the balance of the town’s population – which neither votes or 

spends money locally.  These celebrated citizens are the animals living on the 18, 510- acre 

National Bison Range.   

According to range manager Jon Malcom, 85,000 people visited the national wildlife refuge 

this year, most from other states and nations.   

Summer visitors are attracted to Moiese to see what is called one of the best zoos in the world.  

Some 830(?) bison, 120 elk, 250 white-tailed deer, 250 mule deer, 60 bighorn sheep and 25 

mountain goats join antelope and other animals sharing a timely managed ecological mob(?).   

Most of the range’s visitors take the 19-mile self-guided tour which leads them through the 

heart of the park.  Although the bison are moved from one pasture to another during the year to 

prevent overgrazing, the odds of seeing the giant wooly mammals are excellent.  May and June 

are particularly good months when the cows are calving.   

But perhaps the most spectacular time for the bison is August, when the bulls began their 

territorial sparring just prior to mating season.   



The ground trembles and trees, shrubs and fur explode when the nearly one-ton bulls collide.  

Usually, when the dust settles, egos turn out to be the only casualties.   

In spite of the occasional fury on the range most citizens of Moiese go through the seasons 

quietly minding their own business and fields.  Crops and grazing are the main industries, not 

counting the Bison Range.  But Jennie Largent, who minds the town’s only store and who has 

been in Moiese since 1936, says things weren’t always so pastoral.   

Largent said she can remember a large grain elevator near the railroad tracks which still divide 

Moiese farm lands from the Bison Range.  Golden grain from rich river bottom lands of what is 

now called the Moiese Valley was stored there awaiting shipment to markets to the east and 

west.   

The Moiese Valley was also once a major western Montana sugar beet area and Largent 

recalled large bunks across from the store where the sweet stalks dried while awaiting the next 

train.   

Although Moiese is still marked as a stop on the Burlington Northern Railroad tracks, few of 

the   

Missoula-to-Polson local freights pause here anymore.  Last year, during the ash fallout from 

Mount St. Helens, a track-clearing train halted to deposit a dusty crew for a lunch break at the 

Moiese Merc.   

 “Any port in a storm,” one of the crew members explained.   

The town’s two schools have also been returned to the land, or, at least, have been given up by 

the generations of Moiese young.  The old South School still stands like a beacon on a hill west 

of the Merc., and only calves frolic in the playground as ruminating mothers watch from the 

pasture which surrounds the stucco building.   

The gymnasium at North School further down the valley is still used by the community, but 

students from the hamlet have traveled to the Charlo School 10 miles north for the past decade.   

About 30 years go the tranquility of the valley was shattered when an oil drilling rig erupted 

suddenly on the landscape.  Although the prospect of an oil boom in the area had some appeal, 

many folks around Moiese will confess they were relieved when the wildcatter’s money played 

out before he hit a gusher.   

The town got its name from the Pend d’Oreille Indian Chief Moses, or Moiese.  It could have 

been worse, resident’s say Moiese’s Indian name translate as “Grizzly Bear at Door.”   

Chief Moiese was a member of a delegation of Pend d’Oreille, Salish and Kootenai chiefs who 

met with representatives of the United States in a treaty council in 1855.  He was the only chief 

who did not sign the resulting Hellgate Treaty, for he didn’t view land as chattel that could be 

exchanged.   

The treaty ultimately led to the formation of the Flathead Indian Reservation.   



It was also a Pend d’Oreille Indian, Walking Coyote, who some historians believe salvaged the 

seed of the bison herd at the range.   

Walking Coyote brought four head over from the tribe’s hunting grounds east of the Rockies in 

1872.  A decade later the buffalo were totally exterminated from the plains and only small 

herds on the Flathead reservation and in Canada remained. The Bison Range was carved out of 

the Flathead Reservation by Congressional act in 1908 as one of the first moves by the U.S. to 

salvage an endangered species.   

That spirit of conservation emerged a few years ago in Moiese residents who mustered to 

protect another endangered resource: the fertile farm lands of the Flathead bottoms. The U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers was examining the possibility of building dams at Moiese and at 

Buffalo Rapids further up the river.   

The Moiese Grange voted to oppose the dam at Moiese and ranchers Carl Moss and Everett 

Foust led successful community fight to kill Congressional funding for dam studies.   

But that was a few years back. Now, with winter coming on and spring crops of winter wheat 

already sown, most Moiese farmers will settle down to spend with long talks at the Grange 

north of town.  They’ll talk about crop, cows and politics, worry a little about next year’s 

irrigation water supply and share the warmth of a community that knows where it has been and 

where it is going.   

Out on the range, the bison, deer and antelope will wait for another tourist season.” Western 

Montana,  Missoulian, Sunday, November 22, 1981, page 29.   

 

Photographs that accompanied the above article.   



    

        



   

“What we don’t want is for this place to become a zoo.  A place where the dependency and  

conditioning of the animals becomes oriented toward humans.  We haven’t reached that point of 

visitor impact yet but there is a strong suspicion that a certain times of the year we are getting close 

to it.”  Jon Malcolm, Bison Range Manager 

 

“Profile   

You can sink your teeth into this job by Richard Eggert   Correspondent  

“Moiese – Word has it new employees of the National Bison Range at Moiese are baptized in 

buffalo milk by way of initiation. 

Jon Malcolm has been on the range four months now and still hasn’t wrestled one of the half-ton 

bison cows for the consecrating bucket of milk.  Nor will he have to, probably. 

He is the boss. 

Malcolm, an 18-year veteran of U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service game and bird refuges, became 

manager of the Bison Range in August. He and former manager Bob Brown swapped jobs, Brown 

going to Billings to take over Malcolm’s old job as traveling biologist for refuges in Montana and 

Wyoming. 

When the opportunity to take over the 18,500-acre range in Moiese came up, Malcolm “jumped at 

it,” he said, “because I wanted to get back into the field.” 



Malcolm’s two-year stint in the Billings Area Office of the Fish and Wildlife Service was his first 

desk job.  “One thing I learned in Billings is that I like being in the field on the refuges a lot better 

than at a desk,” he explained. 

Another reason Malcolm grabbed the reins of the Bison Range so enthusiastically was the 

opportunity to work with mammals.  “most refuges in the system are for birds.  This is one of the 

few that is concerned mainly with large mammals and I kind of wanted a crack at that,” he said. 

The Bison Range comprises a natural community wjere 300 to 350 bison and some 500, deetr 

antelope, elk, sheep and mountain goats graze and browse on native plants.  Predators and 

scavengers such as coyotes and eagles scour the range by preting on the dead, dying and weak 

animals thus maintaining a stable ecological landscape. 

 

If managing the range was just a matter of letting nature take its course, it wouldn’t be much of a 

problem for Malcolm and his five regular and four seasonal employees. 

However, it isn’t quite that eay, according to the South Dakota native. 

The 8-foot-high woven wire fence that surrounds the range is designed to protect the subtle and 

delicate relationships within from the fast-lane world outside. But the barrier is neither high enough 

nor strong enough to hold out the modern world. 

About 90,000 tourists visit the range every year. Malcolm believes the animals have adjusted to 

the stress of up to 1,000 visitors a day, but suspects their tolerance for disturbance is about 

saturated. 

Malcolm considers his first obligation as range manager is to maintain stability for the animal and 

plant populations. 

“What we don’t want is for this place to become a zoo,” he aid.  “A place where the dependency 

and conditioning of the animals becomes oriented toward humans.  We haven’t reached that point 

of visitor impact yet but there is a strng suspicion that at certain times of the year we are getting 

close to it.” 

The animals’ breeding and birthing seasons are especially traumatic.  For some, these season 

correpond to periods of highest visitor use.  Malcolm believes this could lead to visitor restrictions. 

Several options are being considered, including charging a visitor fee, limiting the number of cars 

allowed on the 19-mile circuit tour, or eliminating car traffic to replace it with buses. 

Currently, Malcolm said, the only constrain is reducing national publicity about the range. “We 

are no longer going out of our way to attract visitors.” 

Visitors are not the only outside influence on the range.  Twenty years ago Montana Power Co. 

built a 230-kilovolt powerline across the Flathead Reservation.  The line cut the northern boundary 

of the range, leaving what Malcolm called an unsightly blight. 

Worse, he said, the transmission lines form a utility corridor which could attract more power lines.  

Also, the corridor is being considered as a route for the Northern Tier Pipeline, whichis scheduled 

to cross the Flathead Indian Reservation. 



Malcolm said he has not yet been asked to comment on the routing of the 42-inch-diameter buried 

oil and gas pipeline.   But  “I will strongly urge that they move it outside the range if at all possible,” 

he noted. 

During his two years at the Billings Area Office of the Fish and Wildlife service, Malcolm worked 

on a study of impact of high-voltage powerlines on waterfowl.  A 500-kilovolt line near Billings 

was found to have taken a massive to;; on ducks, geese and other birds. 

Malcolm said that in areas where the transmission lines ran through wetlands, thousands of birds 

ere killed by running into the lines.  Then the decomposed bodies created a toxic algae which 

produced a botulism – a poisonous residue – that killed thousands more birds, according to 

Malcolm. 

However, he does not believe the power line on the Bison Range constitutes this kind of threat.  “I 

certainly don’t want to see anything bigger come through here,” he added. 

Weeds are another threat to the range and nearby refuges near Ninepipe and Pablo. During the 

1930s, a combination of drought and overgrazing of the range scalded the land and depleted the 

native grasses.  A variety of weeds, including thistle, spotted knapweed and whitetop took over 

and have plagued the range management ever since                 

Malcolm sad crews are trying to control weeds to protect native grasses but also to cooperate with 

the state weed control program.  The most successful tool is rotating pastures:  The range is divided 

into eight large sections, Malcolm explained, and every year the two herds of about 150 bison each 

are moved around six sections, leaving two fallow so the native grasses can grow and seed. 

Malcolm also fights weeds with herbicides, the main one being 2,4-D, a chemical relative of 2,4,5-

T which was banned by the federal Environmental Protection Agency because of a possible link 

with birth defects. 

Malcom said herbicides are supplemented with biological controls, such as a parasite which 

attacks thistle flowers.  Said the range has about 15 years 15 years and is starting experiments 

with another parasite for knapweed. 

The overgrazing of the 1930s made another point: That wild animals protected within a confined 

environment will expand beyond the means of the land to support them. 

“They can’t get through the fence to control population densities, so we have to provide the 

population control for them,” Malcolm said.  Every year the condition of the range is evaluated, 

and the size of the bison herds is adjusted to fit the graze.  The surplus animals are sold during 

the annual fall roundup. 

This year’s roundup was Malcolm’s first.  The experience of trying to convince a ton of wool 

and muscle to consent to being poked, prodded and manipulated gave new meaning to the term 

buffaloed, he said.  And three rules became obvious to him: 

“Rule No. 1 is they are bigger and stronger than you and your horse, which means there is no 

way of making them do anything they are not inclined to do. 

“Rule two is that you can herd buffalo any place they want to go. 



“And rule three is that any strategy you use only works 5 percent of the time.” 

Controlling the populations of other range animals presents different problems.   Malcolm said 

there is usually no problem finding new homes for surplus bighorn sheep, elk and antelope.  Those 

animals are usually captured and given a one-way bus tickets to areas managed by other federal or 

state agencies. 

But deer present a painful dilemma.  “It is hard to find anybody willing too go through the cost or 

trouble to transport our deer and the only other alternative is to destroy them.” Malcolm said. 

Surplus deer are shot by range personnel and the meat id donated to public agencies.  Malcolm 

said that about 5 mule and whitetail deer have been targeted this year and another 35 will probably 

be killed next year. 

Last month the range offices were moved from the ancient frame headquarters that had been 

around for most of the 70-year history of the range to a new granite-slab visitor center and office 

complex.  Exhibits on the ecology and history of the range and biology of the bison will be et up 

in the new building during the winter for a grand opening in June. 

Along with the headquarters switch will be shifts in bison and elk exhibit pastures, so the range 

crews will be busy through much of the winter modifying the fence. 

Malcom does not foresee any policy changes for the Bison Range or any federal wildlife refuge 

by U.S. Interior Secretary James Watt. 

Watt has said he would curb investments in new park lands under the Interior Department and 

would promote resource development on existing lands.  However, Malcolm said, as far as he 

knows, the integrity of the refuge system is not threatened.  In fact, the department is still 

considering expending the wetlands system. 

Malcolm added that he did not anticipate any budget cutbacks for the range in 1982.  His first-

quarter budget, from October to December, is about the same as last year. 

That worry shelved for the moment, Malcolm said he is ready toenjoy “The kind of experience 

any wildlife biologist would love to get his teeth into.”      December 28, 1981    The Missoulian 

 

 

In 1982 a New Visitor Center with displays was opened to the public.   
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/NBR.HistOutline.pdf   

 

 

“Tribes don’t control buffalo range one year after putting in request 

 

Moiese – Last year. The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal Council sought a contract to 

administer the National Bison Range at Moiese. 

But so far the 18,000-acre national wildlife refuge is still operated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, and Bison Range Manager John Malcolm said all he has heard about the request is 

what he “read in the paper.” 



 

The Tribal council took action last fall to seek an Indian Self-Determination Act contract to 

assume administration of the range.   According to a tribal source, this would mean that the 

lands, which were taken out of the Flathead Reservation by Congress in 1904, would remain 

federal refuge land. 

 

But the tribes would manage the range under a contract with the U. S. Department of Interior. 

 

Tribal Community Relations Director Claire Krebsbach said that as far as he knows, the acton 

was not being pursued. “It’s just sitting there.  It is not on anybody’s front burner,” Krebsbach 

said.  

 

Malcolm said he has not been contacted by the tribe’s, nor has he heard anything about a 

transfer of administration. 

 

“I would assume the secretary of interior would uphold his duty to administer the Bison Range 

under the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Refuge system,” Malcolm said. 

 

“I know of no precedent that would permit something like this to occur,” he added.”    January 18, 

1982  The Missoulian 

 

 

“Around Missoula 

 

Lecture titled “Wildlife Management on the National Bison Range,”  by Jon Malcolm, director 

of the Bison Range, Tuesday, 7 p. m., in University of Montana’s Social Sciences Building, 

Room 352, sponsored by the UM Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society.”  February 22, 1982   The 

Missoulian 

 



 

May 5, 1982  The Missoulian 

 
May 23, 1982   The Missoulian 



“Opening of new interpretive visitors’ center at the National Bison Range, Saturday.  A brief 

program, open to the public, will be conducted in front of the new building at 1:30 p.m.  

Refreshments will be served in the picnic area from 9a.m. to 5 p.m.” June 13, 1982  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 



“Audubon conference set   

Bird-watchers and conservationists from throughout the West will meet at the University of 

Montana Biological Station on Flathead Lake Aug. 16-22 for a regional National Audubon 

conference. 

In addition, tours will be scheduled for Flathead Lake, Glacier National Park, The National 

Bison Range and the Bob Marshall Wilderness area. 

The theme for the conference is “Protecting Our Natural Heritage.”  The program will include 

addresses by the society’s staff officers, discussion groups and workshops, all concentrating on 

air, water, public lands and wildlife issues. 

Registration fee is $10 for the entire program or $3 per day.   Registration forms and information 

can be obtained from the National Audubon Society, Rocky Mountain Regional Conference, 

4150 Darley, Suite 5, Boulder, Colo. 80303; (303) 499-0219.”  August 9, 1982  The Missoulian 

“Bison Range to sell 83 buffalo 

Moiese – The National Bison Range in Moiese is offering 83 head of buffalo for sale by sealed, 

competitive bid. 

The sale is held annually to remove excess animals and maintain the herd within carrying 

capacity of the range forage resource.  About half of the buffalo for sale are long yearlings, and 

the remainder are older animals of various ages. 

Bids may be submitted until Sept.13, and successful bidders will be required to pick up their 

animals Oct. 6 to 8, following the annual roundup at the range. Bid sheets and more information 

may be obtained from the National Bison Range, Moiese, Mont. 59824, 644-2211.”  September 6, 1982  

The Missoulian 

 

September 6, 1982  The Missoulian 

 



 

September 20, 1982  The Missoulian 



 

September 30, 1982  The Missoulian 



 

“Elk moved to the Yaak area 

The Fish and Wildlife Service and the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks took advantage of 

the mild weather last Wednesday and transferred 38 elk from the National Bison Range to the 

Kootenai National Forest land along the lower Yaak River in Lincoln County. 

The roundup costs were split by the two wildlife agencies, and the transportation costs for the 

relocation were picked up by the Libby Rod and Gun Club and the Libby Archery Club. 

This elk plant has been on the northwest Montana elk management program since 1980.”  January 

20, 1983  The Missoulian 

“Bison Range sends 38 Elk to Yaak area   

Moiese – The Fish and Wildlife Service and the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks took 

advantage of the mild weather last Wednesday and transferred 38 Elk from the National Bison 

Range to the Kootenai National Forest land along the lower Yaak River in Lincoln County.   

The roundup costs were split by the two wildlife agencies, and the transportation costs for the 

relocation were picked up by the Libby Rod and Gun Club and the Libby Archery Club.”  Mission   

Valley News (St. Ignatius), January 26, 1983   

 

 

“Two bald eagles killed, mutilated 

 

Moiese – two bald eagles have been found mutilated and dead in southwestern lake County, the 

apparent victims of poaching. 

 

The eagles were discovered with the last 10 days, according to a U. S. Fish and wildlife Service 

official. 

 

John Malcolm, manager of the National Bison Range, said the eagles may have been among 

roughly a score of the birds that winter along the lower Flathead River and Mission Creek. 

 

One of the eagles was found on a private farm west of the Bison Range, and the other was 

found a few miles north, at Crow Reservoir. 

 

The claws had been removed from both eagles.  One also was missing its head and some wing 

and tail feathers. 

 

Cause of the eagles’ death was not immediately apparent, he said. 

 

“The carcasses have been sent in to our lab in Wisconsin,” for analysis, he said. 

 

Neither bore wing markings that would indicate they were tagged by researchers. 



 

The poaching is under investigation, he said. 

 

Bald eagles are listed as a threatened species under the Endangered Species act, and the Fish 

and wildlife Service offers a reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the 

act. 

It is also illegal to possess any parts of a bald eagle. 

 

Anyone with any information about the Lake County eagle-poaching should contact the Bison 

Range headquarters, 644-2211.”    February 5, 1983  The Missoulian 

 

 

“Regional briefs 
 

Bison Range Visitor Center at Moiese readies for June 19 

 

Moiese – Although the new National Bison Range Visitor Center does not officially open until 

June 19, most of the historical, biological and range management exhibits have been installed. 

 

The centerpiece of the exhibit area is a full life mount of a bull bison which arrived earlier this 

month.  The bull glares at the main entrance doors rom an exhibit which includes preserved 

range grass and flowers. 

 

According to Range Manager Jon Malcolm, the bison was mounted by Neil Deaton, Newton, 

Iowa, who is a former Smithsonian Institute taxidermist.  He said the mount cost $10,000 

 

Another former Smithsonian employee, Dan Rhymer, made two dioramas depicting summer 

and winter life on the range. 

 

Most of the exhibits, which include a history of the buffalo and the bison range, an explanation 

of how the range is managed and how the bison and other animals on the 18,500 acres of 

pasture and forest, were made by Design Craftsmen of Midland, Mich. 

 

Included in the exhibits are a film lecture on range biology, a computer game on range 

management and film show on the annual bison roundup produced by the University of 

Montana radio and television school.  

 

Malcolm said the entire center, the building, the office portion and exhibits in the visitor 

section, was funded by the Bicentennial Heritage Program through the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service.  The total cost was $750,000. 

Malcolm said the 18-mile self-guided tour of the range would open this spring as soon as road 

conditions permit.  In the meantime, he said, the road is open for the five-mile tour along the 

north side of the range.”  May 3, 1983  The Missoulian 



“Regional briefs  
 

Bison range begins full operation today 

 

Moiese – The National Bison Range will expand facilities open to the public and extend hours 

of operation. 

 

Beginning Saturday, the 19-mile auto tour and visitor center will be open daily including 

weekends and holidays. The tour route will be open from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., while hours at the 

visitor center are 8 a. m. to 4:30 p. m. weekdays, and 10 a. m. to 6 p. m. weekends and 

holidays. 

 

The 19-mile scenic drive should be open through the spring season.  However, changing 

weather conditions could result in a temporary closure.  Call 644-2211 for current information.”   
May 14, 1983   The Missoulian 

 

“Elmer L. Torkelson 

 

Hungry Horse – Elmer L. Torkelson, 77 of Hungry Horse, died at his home Wednesday 

morning of natural causes. 

 

He was born Dec. 30, 1905, at Cylon, Wis., to Albert and Inga Torkelson.  In 1910 he moved 

with his family to Montana, and was raised and educated in Turner.  He later farmed near 

Loring. 

 

In 1935 he married Martha Kuntz at Chinook.  The couple moved to the Bitterroot Valley in 

1937 where Mr. Torkelson worked as a farmer.  

He worked for the state Fish and Game Department near Seeley Lake and then at the National 

Bison Range at Moiese as a maintenance man. 

 

He and his wife lived near Bigfork from 1955 until moving to Hungry Horse in the summer of 

1979. 

 

He was a member of the Hungry Horse Chapel. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents, a sister and a brother. 

 

Survivors include his wife, Martha Torkelson, Hungry Horse; a son, Dale Torkelson, address 

unknown; a daughter, Donna Adams, Portland, Ore.; a brother, Henry Torkelson, Merrill, Wis.; 

three sisters, Esther Sprasky, Stella Schoerner and Mabel Omen, all of Merrill, Wis.; and three 

grandchildren. 

 



Funeral services will be conducted Monday, 2 p. m. at the Hungry Horse Chapel with the Rev. 

George Moore officiating.  Burial will follow in Woodlawn Cemetery in Columbia Falls.  Van 

Leuven Funeral Home of Columia Falls is in charge of funeral arrangements.”  June 2, 1983  The 

Missoulian 

 

 

 

“Around Missoula 
 

Bison Range Edible Wild Plants weekend course by Kim Williams, June 24-26.   Fee required.  

Call 543-8598 or 243-2900.” June 15, 1983  The Missoulian 

 

 

June 16, 1983  The Missoulian 



 

 

August 7, 1983  The Missoulian 

 

 



Scientists visit Glacier Park  by Tribune Correspondent 
 

West Glacier – Recreational specialists and scientists from more than a score of nations will 

attend the annual summer Glacier National Park alumni and friends picnic Sunday. 

 

The 2 p.m. picnic will take place on the front lawn of park superintendent Robert C. Haraden’s 

home. 

 

The international visitors are to be in Glacier for four days attending part of the Seventeenth 

International Seminar on National Parks and Equivalent Reserves. 

 

Haraden said the seminar is being attended by 40 people responsible for establishing and 

developing park and wildlife conservation systems and tourist’s programs throughout the 

world. 

 

The month-long seminar started July 31 in Edmonton, Alberta.  The group went to Canada’s 

Elk Island National Park and to the Parks Canada training center at Jasper.  From Jasper, they 

visited Dinosaur Provincial Park near Brooks before going to Waterton on Tuesday. 

 

After four days of lectures, tours and hikes in Glacier Park, the group of scientists will continue 

on to the National Bison Range on Tuesday.  On Wednesday, the group will fly to Hawaii, 

returning to the mainland and Grand Canyon National Park on Aug. 24. 

 

While in Glacier, the group will attend a series of technical sessions on resource management 

and restoration of natural ecosystems.”  August 12, 1983  Great Falls Tribune 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Two Eagle River School holds registration 
 

Dixon – The Two Eagle River School will open Thursday at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Registration will be in the morning, with a family potluck picnic scheduled at noon at the 

National Bison range at Moiese. 

 

Bus routes will run from 15 to 30 minutes earlier than last year.  New students may call the 

school at 246-3598 for bus pick-up times. 

 

Again this year, the school will offer a hot lunch program.   Students from low-income families 

are eligible for free or reduced-price meals and free milk.  In certain cases, foster children also 

are eligible for these benefits. 

 

Application forms for the meal program will be sent home with students at registration.  

Interested households should complete the form and return it to the school.  The information 

provided on the form is confidential and will be used only to determine eligibility.”    September 1, 

1983  The Missoulian 

 

Abner Francis Lott 
 

Moiese – Abner Francis Lott, 80, of Moiese, died Wednesday of natural causes at St. Patrick 

Hospital in Missoula. 

 

He was born Dec. 22, 1902, in Armourdale, Kan., to Thomas and Orphie Lott.  He came with 

his family to Moiese in 1912, and at the age of 18 began carrying mail to the Moiese area by 

horseback.  He carried mail to Moiese for about three years and then went back to work for the 

post office in Los Angeles. 

 

He later moved back to Moiese for a short time and then worked in construction throughout the 

Pacific Northwest. He returned to Montana and worked at the National Bison Range at Moiese 

from 1931 to 1933 and then again in 1938-39.  From 1935 to 1936 he worked at Glacier 

National Park. 

 

During World War II he worked in construction, and in 1943 he moved back to the family farm 

in Moiese and had lived there since that time. 

 

On Sept. 3, 1932, he married Joyce B. Norton in Polson. 

 

After his retirement Mr. Lott traveled extensively in Mexico, the Orient, Alaska, Africa, 

Australia, the South Pacific and other parts of the world. 

 

He was a member of the Charlo Senior Citizens and was active in the Democratic Party. 



 

He was preceded in death by his wife on Oct. 7, 1967, and two brothers, Vivian Lott in 1972 and 

Harvey Lott in 1981. 

 

Survivors include son, Dale Lott, Davis, Calif.; a stepson, Robert Campbell, Spokane; a sister, 

Mazie Herman, Spokane; a grandson, Terrance Lott, Davis, Calf. 

 

Funeral services will be Saturday, 2 p. m., in the Shrider Mortuary Chapel in Ronan.  Burial will 

be in the family plot in Mountain View Cemetery in Ronan. The family has suggested 

memorials to the Lake County Home Health Care Program.”  October 14, 1983 The Missoulian 

 

 

 

“Bison Range shortens hours as tourist season ends 

 

Moiese – Shorter days and frosty nights mark the end of tourist season, and the National Bison 

Range has adjusted its hours accordingly. 

 

The 19-mile drive is now closed for the season.  A shorter drive is available through spring as 

weather and road conditions permit. 

 

When planning visits to the range during the off-season, call 644-2211 for information.”   October 

26, 1983  The Missoulian 

 

“Bison Range has hides for sale 
 

The National Bison Range is offering 50 deer hides and 19 whitetail deer tails for sale by sealed 

competitive bid. 

 

Bids will be opened Feb. 13 at 11 a. m.   Anyone interested in bidding should contact the 

National Bison Range, Moiese, 59824, phone 644-2211.”    January 14. 1984    The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Moiese elk transplanted to upper Yaak River Valley 
 

Yaak (AP) – Twenty head of elk – five bulls, seven cows and eight calves – recently were 

trucked from the National Bison Range near Moiese to the upper Yaak River Valley as part of 

an effort to fill a partially occupied range in northwestern Montana. 

 

The state Department of Fish, wildlife and Parks said the animals were rounded up from the 

range south of Moiese and hauled in a livestock truck.  Horns were clipped from the bulls to 

protect the other animals from injury during the trip, officials said. 

 

One calf was hurt anyway and had to be killed, said information officer Mike Aderhold of the 

Kalispell regional office. 

 

Officials also have set up an elk trap near Thompson Falls, where herds have increased to the 

point farmers are having serious problems with them eating haystacks. 

 

Aderhold said the main reason for transplanting elk is to lessen crop damage, not to fill 

available ranges. 

 

Statewide, elk numbers are at their highest level in more than 10 years, he said. 

 

Any elk captured near Thompson Falls will be released either in the upper Yaak or in the 

Stryker Lake-Olney area, Aderhold said.  Asimilar plant with surplus Bison Range elk was 

made a year go. 

 

Available elk habitat in the Yaak may not be supporting as many elk as it could, he said.   

Clearcutting of the forest may have improved habitat in some areas by opening it up, although 

continued road building is leaving fewer and fewer secure places where elk can avoid man.”  

February 1, 1984  The Missoulian 



 

February 4, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 



 

“Conservation Day talks planned in Lake County  by Don Schwennesen of the 

Missoulian 

 

Polson – Lake County’s agricultural community will observe Conservation Day Tuesday with 

an all-day program at the Riverside Supper Club in Polson. 

 

The annual event honors Ralph R. Tower, a Lake County pioneer farmer and one-time state 

senator who was a champion of soil conservation. He died in 1975 at age of 94. 

 

Tuesday’s program will feature talks on such diverse topics as oil and gas leasing, county 

planning and the future of the Flathead Irrigation and Power Project. 

 

The program begins at 10 a.m., with introductory and welcoming remarks by Polson Mayor 

John Dowdall and supervisors of the county conservation district. 

 

A session on parasites is scheduled at 10:45 a.m. 

 

Jon Malcolm, manager of the National Bison Range at Moiese, will review the management of 

the range at 11 a.m. 

 

Polson lawyer Don Peterson will discuss oil and gas leasing at 11:20 a.m.  

 

A noon luncheon is sponsored by the Polson Chamber of Commerce and the Polson Rotary 

Club. 

 

The Farmer of the Year award will be presented at 1 p. m., and a program on plant materials by 

Larry Holzworth will follow at 1:15 p.m. 

 

The past and future of the Flathead Irrigation and Power Project will be discussed at 1:45 p.m. 

 

Mike Aderhold of the state Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks will review weed control 

and other management issues on the Ninepipes Wildlife Management area at 2:05 p.m. 

 

An update of county planning efforts will be given at 2:20 p. m. by planner Jerry Sorenson of 

the county Land Services Department.”  February 7, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“The goats are back 

 

It’s welcome news that the mountain goats have been reintroduced to the Rattlesnake National 

Recreation Area and Wilderness. 

 

Goats were there for many years before poaching and general human impacts wiped them out.  

The new goats, half a dozen of them, were brought in from the National Bison Range, which 

seems to grow more hoofed wildlife of every species than it can accommodate. 

 

Here’s hoping the goats take a firm foothold in their new home.” February 16, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

 
 



\

 
 

“Fishing areas restricted at Ninepipe, Pablo refuges 
 

Moiese – To prevent disturbances to nesting Canada geese and other waterfowl, the U. S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service has closed portions of  Ninepipe and Pablo Refuges to fishing, through 

July 15. 

 

At Ninepipe, fishing will be permitted only on the west and north shorelines from the picnic 

area to Allentown bridge, except the central portion of the north shore (nine-tenths of a mile) as 

posted. 

 

Fishing is permitted on the Pablo Refuge only along the north and east shorelines from the inlet 

canal to the south end of the dam. 

 



Fishing regulations and maps are available at Ninepipe and Pablo, and all closed areas are 

posted.  All closures will be strictly enforced.  For more information, contact the National 

Bison Range at 644-2211.”    March 8, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

“Teachers to learn how to use outdoors 
 

The National Bison Range will hold its seventh annual Outdoor Education Workshop for area 

teachers on Saturday, April 28. 

 

Each spring this workshop helps teachers find ways of using the outdoors in their regular 

teaching programs. It also helps new teachers get to know others who are involved in outdoor 

education. 

 

Copies of the information sheet and application forms will be mailed to all area school offices 

on March 19.  The workshop is open to all people involved in education.   There are 11 separate 

hands-on learning seminars with activities o be used with students of all ages (k-12).” March 9, 1984  

The Missoulian 

 

“Gladys C. Young 
 

Gladys C. Young, 75, of 701 39th St., Missoula, died of natural causes April 5 in a Mesa, Ariz., 

hospital. 

 

Mrs. Young was born Oct. 11, 1908, in St. Paul, Minn., to Eugene T. and Ida Gillis.  She was 

raised and attended schools in St. Paul and Minneapolis and worked for the Street Railway Co. 

 

In September 1934 she married Clarence G. Young in Minneapolis.  The couple moved to 

Montana and eventually to Moiese, where she was employed as a clerk at the National Bison 

Range.  She and her husband moved to Missoula in 1968 following her retirement.  Her 

husband died in April 1978.  For the past several years she had spent the winter months in 

Arizona. 

 

She was a member of Holy Family Catholic Chjurch in Missoula. 

 

Survivors include a son, Ron, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho; three brothers, Harry Gillis, Oakland, 

Calif.; Eugene Gillis, Seattle; and Richard Gillis, Miami; a sister, Margaret Schambach, 

Vienna, Va.; and three grandchildren. 

 

Rosary service will be at 7 p.m. Thursday at Squire Simmons & Carr Funeral Home.  Mass of 

the Christian Burial will be at 10:30 a.m. Friday at Holy Family Catholic Church, 4616 

Gharrett St. with the Rev. Emmett Kelly as celebrant.  Burial ill follow in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

 

Pallbearers will be Rod Wamsley, David Young, Daniel Young, Harry Gillis, Eugene Gillis and 

Richard Gillis. 



The family suggests memorials to Missoula County Heart Association, 3317 W. Central Ave., 

Missoula 59801.”  April 11, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

“Regional briefs 

Walk against hunger scheduled for May 5. 

 

Dixon – A walk to help fight hunger will be May 5 \in the Mission Valley area, with proceeds 

going to Mission Valley Food Pantry and the Missoula Poverello Center. 

 

The walk will begin at the National Bison Range picnic area and will cover miles through 

Moiese Valley, ending back at the picnic area. 

 

Starting time will be 8 a.m., and checkpoints will be set up to monitor the walk 

 

A potluck lunch will follow the walk. 

 

Children may join if hey have written parental permission. 

 

Sponsor sheets are available from area stores and through the walk’s organizer, Sandra 

McDonald, Star Route, Dixon.  McDonald said the event can use more volunteer organizers.” 
April 17, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

“Montana briefs 

Bison range gears up for summer schedule 
 

Moiese – As wildflowers, buffalo calves and warmer days mark the beginning of visitor season, 

National Bison Range hours are adjusting accordingly.  Beginning May 12, all facilities will be 

open daily. 

 

Visitor center hours will be 8 a.m. to 4:40 p.m. weekdays, and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekends and 

holidays.  The 19-mile scenic drive will be open daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., weather and road 

conditions permitting.  As day length increases, hours of operation will be extended. 

 

For more information, contact the range at 644-2211.”   April 29, 1984  The Missoulian  

 

 

“Dorothy Victoria Cramer 

 

Kalispell – Dorothy Victoria Cramer, 78, of Kalispell, died Sunday evening of natural causes in 

the Bigfork Convalescent Center. 

 

She was born Aug. 19, 1905, in Lewistown, to Frederick and Laura Shafer. 

 



On Jan. 6, 1928, she married Oscar E. Cramer in Winnett.  The couple lived in Joplin for a time 

before moving to the Moiese Bison Range.  They moved to Kalispell in 1922. 

 

Mrs. Cramer was employed with the Wilson café and White Star Café in Kalispell.  She later 

worked as a clerk at J. C. Penney, singer Sewing Center, coast to coast and the Kalispell 

Mercantile.  During World War II she had worked as a draftsman in a shipyard in Kirkland, 

Wash. 

 

She was a member of the First Baptist Church, where she was active in the vacation bible 

school, Ladies Aide Circle and the Worldwide Guild.  She also helped in the construction of the 

church by doing perfotaping and painting. 

 

She was preceded in death by a daughter and a brother, both in infancy, and another brother, 

Albert, in 1977. 

 

Survivors include her husband, Oscar, Kalispell; three daughters, Hazel Jean Hill, Longview, 

Wash.; Shirley Mae Sutton, Kirkland, Wash.; and Rosa Lee Wood, Kalispell; five 

grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. 

 

Funeral services will be 11 a.m. Friday in the First Baptist Church with the Rev. William Reid 

officiating.  Burial will be in Glacier Memorial Gardens Cemetery under the direction of the 

Johnson Mortuary in Kalispell. 

 

The family suggests memorials to the Cancer Fund or Flathead Hospice.”   June 14, 1984  The Missoulian 



 
July 11, 1984  The Missoulian 



“Combat photographer 
 

The June 28 issue of the Wal Street Journal featured a full-page advertisement sponsored by 

page sponsored by several regional telephone companies and illustrated by two battling buffalo 

bulls and “Challenging “Bring on the competition.” 

 

The photo was taken at the National Bison Range at Moiese, Mont., by Harley Hettick, who 

grew up in Bismarck and worked for The Missoulian in Montana before becoming a free-lance 

lensman. 

 

Although the original hangs in the Bismarck real estate office of Hettick’s father, Fred, who 

subscribes to The Wall Street Journal, it was a fellow church member who spotted the credit 

line on the photo and pointed it out to Fred.” July18, 1984  The Bismarck Tribune (North Dakota) 

 

 

“Even the governor couldn’t fix these traffic tickets 
 

Helena – Gov. Ted Schwinden failed in a recent attempt to put the fix for two traffic tickets 

received by a couple of California motorcyclists. 

 

Seems the governor was wandering among the crowd at the BMW Motorcycle Owners of 

America rally July 13 in Missoula when he overheard a couple of bikers rumbling about being 

ticketed while touring the National Bison Range in Moiese. 

 

The bikers complained that the promotional packet they were given as part of the rally told 

them to be sure and see the range without mentioning that motorcycles are illegal there. 

 

Overhearing the plight of the visitors to his state, Schwinden identified himself and told them 

he would try to do something about it. 

 

Calls to the refuge manager and his superior in Iowa failed to get the issue resolved. 

 

So the governor finally finally sent a $50 personal check to Frank and Linda Boyle of Culver 

City, Calif., to cover the coast of the tickets and included his personal apology. 

Sometimes you just can’t fight city hall, no matter who your friends are.”  August 5, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

 

 



“Number of visitors down at bison range 

Moiese – The U. S. Fish Wildlife Service has reported that visitor numbers at the National Bison 

Range this July decreased 42 percent from 

July 1983. 

Range manager Jon Malcolm said traffic counters revealed an estimated 24,500 visitors to the 

Bison Range this July compared to 42,300 for the same month a year ago. 

Total visitors for the year to date have been 60,500, down 2 percent from the 84,400 logged at 

this point last year.”    August 15, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

August 11, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Weeds will be focus of refuge, range tour 
 

A tour through the Ninepipe Wildlife Refuge and National Bison Range Monday evening isn’t 

designed to show off the beauties of wildlife 

 

It’s to show off weeds. 

 

Those interested in the tour, organized by three county extension offices, can meet at 5 p.m. at 

Ruby’s Café, four miles south of Ronan on Highway 93.  From there the tour will wend 

through the refuge, where Don Shepard of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service will discuss 

cooperative weed management in Lake County. 

 

Next is the National Bison Range near Moiese, with goatweed and daimation toadflax taking 

center stage in a discussion of noxious weeds and grazing management. 

 

The tour wraps up at 7:30 p.m. at a covered shelter in the bison picnic area, where a free picnic 

supper will be provided along with time to visit with extension agents and other speakers. 

 

The public is invited; no advance registration is necessary. 

 

For more information, people may call Roxa French at the Missoula County Extension Office, 

721-5700.”    August 20, 1984   The Missoulian 

 

 

August 21, 1984  The Missoulian 



 

August 22, 1984  The Missoulian 

 



 

September 28, 1984  The Missoulian 

 



“Roundup begins today at Bison Range 
 

Moiese – The annual bison roundup gets under way Monday at the National Bison Range. 

 

The entire herd of more than 400 bison and calves has already been moved into pastures near 

the range headquarters. 

 

Monday and Tuesday the buffalo will be moved through range corrals, where calves will be 

branded, heifer calves will be vaccinated against brucellosis, and other animals will be tested to 

ensure the herd is free from the disease. 

 

The roundup is open to the public.  It has drawn as many as 5,000 visitors in past years, 

according to Susan McCollom, refuge assistant. 

 

This year 68 animals will be cut out of the herd for buyers who purchased them by sealed bid.  

Each year surplus buffalo are sold, to keep the herd size in balance with the forage available on 

the 19,000-acre refuge. 

 

Buyers paid an average of $589.95 each for the animals in sealed bids opened Sept. 10.  The 

bison are sold by age class and sex, with animals going to the top bidders in each class. 

 

A seven-year old bull brought this year’s highest bid of $1,035 while a yearling heifer was the 

best bargain at $431. She was one of 13 yearling heifers that brought an average of $500.55 

each. The highest bid for a yearling was $751.76. 

 

Some buyers will butcher their bison for specialty meat, while other will add their animals to 

private herds. 

 

Roundup activities are from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day.”    October 1, 1984 The Missoulian   



 
October 3, 1984 The Missoulian   



“Bison Range hours of operation altered 

Moiese – Hours of operation at the National Bison Range here are going through their seasonal 

changes, with the 19-mile scenic drive closing at noon Oct. 20. 

 

According to Boson Range Manager Jon Malcolm, the Visitor Center, the Buffalo Prairie 

Drive, picnic area, nature trail, and bison display pasture remain open as long as weather and 

road conditions permit. 

 

Visitor Center hours are now 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays only.  The center is closed on all 

holidays and weekends.”  October 14, 1984  The Missoulian 

 

“Montana briefs 

Bison Range sells elk and deer antlers 

 

The National Bison Range sold 870 pounds of elk and deer antlers Friday. 

 

The sale through sealed bids raised $3, 247.50.  According to refuge manager Jon Malcolm. 

 

Malcolm said that one very nice pair of elk antlers sold for $125.  Buyers included horn dealers, 

as well as artists.  Malcolm said, adding about 15 people participated in the bidding. 

 

The antlers were collected from the range, and proceeds from the sale go to the National 

Wildlife Refuge Fund.”   February 6, 1985  The Missoulian 

 

“Community briefs 
 

Outdoor education workshop scheduled 

 

 

The 10th semiannual Outdoor Education Workshop for teachers is scheduled Saturday, April 20 

at the National Bison Range in Moiese. 

 

Participants will meet at the warehouse inside the main gates at 8 a.m.  The workshop will end 

about 6 p.m. 

 

The workshop will give teachers of all subjects and grade levels ideas on using the outdoors as 

a classroom. People involved in outdoor educational programs will share skills and materials 

they have used successively. 

 

The workshop will take place at the bison range and at the Pablo and Ninepipe Wildlife 

Refuges.  Participants may choose one of the following options: 

 

Project Wild/Nature Trail activities.  Maximum: 20 teachers (kindergarten-sixth). 



 

Wetlands/Problems and Ecology of the Flathead River Basin.”    April 17, 1985  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

July 6, 1985   The Missoulian 

 

“High fire danger spark’s change in range’s hour 
 

Moiese – Due to the extreme fire danger, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service has changed tour 

hours on the National Bison Range.  The 19-mile Red Sleep Mountain drive will be open only 

from 6:30 to 11 a.m. 

 

If conditions do not improve, tours may end for the summer. At the Buffalo Prairie drive, hours 

remain the same, from 6:30. a.m. until dark. No smoking is allowed on any of those routes. 

 

If conditions improve, the range will return to regular summer hours of 6:30 a.m. until dark on 

all of the tour roads. 

 

The visitors center is open daily from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m.   For more information, call 644-

2211.”  July 16, 1985  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“State file 

 

Live bison offered in annual sale 

 

Moiese (AP) – The National Bison Range will offer 66 live bison at its annual sale in September, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service said.  

 

The refuge annually sells off excess animals to prevent overgrazing of the refuge southwest of St. Ignatius. 

 

Available for sale will be animals ranging from yearlings to bison more than 10 years old 

 

August 9, 1985   The Montana Standard (Butte, Montana) and August 12, 1985  The Missoulian 

 

 

August 27, 1985  The Missoulian 



 

September 6, 1985  The Missoulian  

 

September 8, 1985  The Missoulian 

 



 

September 12, 1985  The Missoulian 

 

 

 
September 15, 1985  The Missoulian 



“Handicapped outdoor program Saturday  

 

Polson – An outdoor program for the handicapped will be Saturday, Sept. 21, from 11 a.m. to 2 

p.m. at the National Bison Range at Moiese. 

 

 

The program is one of a series that will be presented by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 

The topic of Saturday’s program will be plant and animal environmental adaptation. The 

program will be moved indoors if the weather is bad. Personal care attendants will be provided 

if needed. 

 

Another program, Oct. 29, will deal with attracting winter birds. 

 

These programs are designed for persons in wheelchairs, and will be held at a newly 

constructed section of accessible nature trail at the Bison Range Visitor Center. 

 

The sessions will have a break for a brown bag lunch during the three-hour period. 

 

Handicapped persons who wish to participate can call Marcy Bishop at the range at 644-2211; 

Joyce Kalmes of Summit at 728-1630; or Larry Watson of Mountain Dog at 543-7545. 

 

Persons interested in being volunteer attendants for the workshops can contact program 

officials.”  September 19, 1985  The Missoulian 

 

 “Workshops scheduled at Bison Range 
 

Polson – The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will for the 11th year offer environmental 

education teacher workshops at the National Bison Range in Moiese on Sept. 28 from 8 a.m. to 

6 pm. 

 

The workshops will introduce teachers of all subjects and grade levels to the concept of using 

the outdoors as a classroom as well as to familiarize them with the resources, materials and 

facilities available to them at the Bison Range and the Pablo and Ninepipe national wildlife 

refuges. 

 

Teachers can register for one of the three sessions: 

 

Section 1, Wetland Ecology and Project Wild.   This section will be held foe one-half day each. 

The wetlands section will be held for one-half day each.  The wetlands section will be 

conducted at Ninepipe and will also deal with birds of the wetlands and bird migration. 

 



Section 2,  Mammal Characteristics and Behavior, will be taught in a full-day seminar that will 

be a hands-on study of the physical characteristics and adaptations of mammals. 

 

Section 3,  Plant Adaptations and Identification, will be a full-day seminar. 

 

The workshop can be taken for university credit.  A written description of an outdoor classroom 

activity, field tested with the teacher’s students, is required to receive credit.  Registration 

materials are available at all area schools. 

 

Additional information is available by contacting Marcy Bishop at the Bison Range, 644-

2211.”  September 24, 1985  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

September 27, 1985  The Missoulian 

 

 



“Bull elk killed ‘strictly for rack’ 

Moiese (AP) – A $500 reward has been offered for information leading to the arrest of 

whomever killed a six-point bull elk found dead Wednesday at the National Bison Range here, 

federal officials say. 

Marcy Bishop, the public-use coordinator for the range, said the elk’s carcass was found on the 

northwest side of the refuge near Moiese, and that its head and antlers were gone. 

“It was killed strictly for the trophy rack, not for meat,” she said.  

Officials say they think the animal was killed during the night hours last weekend. 

The bull, believed to be about 8 years old, had grazed in the West Loop Scenic Drive area near 

the visitor’s center for much of the late summer.  The antlers were distinct, Bishop said, 

because of two extra points on the brow tines on the lower part of the rack. 

Because no wounds were found in the body, officials believe the animal was shot in the head, 

she said. 

Killing an animal on a federal wildlife refuge can bring a maximum fine of $1,000 and six 

months in jail, with revocation of hunting privileges for two or more years. 

In October v1974, two men were arrested and charged with killing a bull and cow elk inside the 

refuge on Ravalli Hill near Highway 93.  They were fined $500 each, given suspended jail 

sentences and lost hunting and fishing privileges for 16 months. 

Three years ago a big horn ram sheep was killed on the range in the late summer, but no arrests 

were ever made in that case.”  September 29, 1985   The Montana Standard (Butte, Montana) 

 

   

 

“Buffalo round-up is next week.  There are two things that prove summer is over 

for good every year, the appearance of yellow school buses and the Moiese Bison 

Range’s annual buffalo round-up.”  October 3, 1985 Char-Koosta News, page 7.   



“Montana briefs 

Authorities increase reward for poachers 

Moiese (AP) – The reward for information leading to the arrest of whomever killed a six-point 

bull elk last week on the National Bison Range here has been increased from $500 to a possible 

$10,000. 

Susan McCollum, refuge spokesman, said Wednesday the elk was taken in violation of a federal 

law, which provides a maximum $10,000 reward in this instance.  She said the federally 

authorized reward is separate from the $500 reward already posted. 

Refuge officials have said the elk was killed at night sometime during the Sept. 21-22 weekend.  

The meat was left, but the trophy rack was taken. 

Killing an animal on a federal wildlife refuge can result in a fine of up to $1,000 and six months 

in jail, plus revocation of hunting privileges for at least two years.”   October 3, 1985   The Missoulian 

 

 

October 15, 1985  The Missoulian 

“Five Valleys Audubon Society, Monday, 7:30 p.m., Southgate Mall Branch of Western Federal 

Savings and Loan, 261 Garfield St. Jon Malcolm, manager of the National Bison Range, will 

discuss current management programs.”  December 7, 1985   The Missoulian 

“Around Missoula 

Rotary Club, Wednesday.  12:15 p.m.  Village Red Lion. 100 Madison St.  Speaker: Marci 

Bishop, educator, National Bison Range.”  January 15, 1986     The Missoulian  



“Elk transplanted from Bison Range 

Moiese (AP) – Seventeen elk have been transplanted from the National Bison Range here into 

the extreme northwestern corner of Montana. 

Officials said the transplant into the upper Yaak River Valley involved seven bull calves, one 

spike bull and five yearling or older cows. 

The move late last month was the third release in a five-year state-federal program aimed at 

rebuilding the elk herd in Lincoln County.  The project involves releases in five different areas. 

Thirty-eight elk were released in January 1983 and 19 more in January 1984. 

The latest elk to be moved were rounded up Jan. 28 by workers at the National Bison Range with 

the help of Kruger Helicopter Service of Lakeside. 

After being allowed to settle down for several days, the elk were tagged and neckbands were put 

on the cows before they were moved and released. 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which manages the bison range, paid for the roundup, and 

the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation paid for the transportation costs.” February 11, 1986  The Independent-

Record, Helena, Montana 

“Five Valleys Audubon Society, Monday, 7:30 p.m., Southgate Mall branch of western Federal 

Savings, 2601 Garfield St.  Speaker: Jack Hogg, post doctoral student, University of Montana, 

will discuss social and mating behavior of bighorn sheep living in the National Bison Range.”   
March 7, 1986  The Missoulian 

 

March 12, 1986  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Around Missoula 

Rotary Club, Wednesday, noon, Village Red Lion, 100 Madison St.  Speaker; Jon Malcolm, 

refuge manager, National Bison Range.” 

 

March 26, 1986  The Missoulian 

 

May 26, 1986  The Missoulian 

 



 

July 27, 1986  The Missoulian 



“Moiese range holds annual buffalo sale 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will be offering 80 live buffalo for sale at the National Bison 

Range in Moiese.  The sale will be by sealed bid, due Sept. 9. 

The sale is offered each year to keep the bison population within range capacity. 

Interested parties may bid on one or more animals from yearlings to mature buffalo over 10 

years.  Successful bidders will be required to pick up their animals on Oct. 8-10 following the 

annual roundup. 

Copies of the bid form and complete sale information may be obtained by writing to the National 

Bison Range, Moiese, 59824.”  August 24, 1986 Montana Standard, Butte, Montana 

 

 

September 17, 1986  The Missoulian 

 

National Bison Range bus tour, Oct. 6, leaves from Historical Museum at Fort Missoula.” 
September 30, 1986  The Missoulian 

“Bus tour to St. Ignatius and the bison roundup at the National Bison Range, Oct. 6, sponsored 

by the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula.  The day will include a trip to the annual bison 

roundup at Moiese, lunch at Allentown in the Ninepipes Wildlife Refuge, then a tour of historic 

sites in St. Ignatius.  Cost is $25 for adults and $15 for children ages 6-16, which includes lunch.  

The bus will leave the museum by 8 a.m. and return by 6 p.m.  Cal 728-347 for reservations or 

information.”   October 3, 1986  The Missoulian 



 

 

October 7, 1986  The Missoulian 



 

October 7, 1986  The Missoulian 



 



 

October 12, 1986 The Independent-Record, Helena, Montana 

 

October 14, 1986  The Missoulian 



 

October 15, 1986  The Missoulian 



 

 

February 15, 1987 The Missoulian 

“Arlee men accused of elk slaughter by Don Schwennesen of the Missoulian 

Pablo – Two Arlee men have been charged with 11 counts of poaching in connection with a 

reported elk slaughter late last month on the Flathead Indian Reservation. 

The two, both tribal members, were arrested by tribal wardens after a landowner reported the 

incident, which occurred Feb. 25 in the Ferry Basin area northwest of the National Bison Range, 

according to tribal Fish and Game Chief Frank Acevedo. 

Acevedo said three animals were shot and removed, and another three including a cow, calf and 

seven point bull elk were killed and left unclaimed. 

“He was a beautiful animal,” Acevedo said of the bull.  “Too bad he had to go to waste like 

that.” 

Evidence at the scene suggested two or three more animals had been shot, but snow and terrain 

prevented wardens from tracing and finding them, Acevedo said. 

“There were blood trails going everywhere up there”, he said. 

Investigating wardens recovered three animals at a local meat-processing business, he said. 

The meat and other evidence led to the arrests, on charges of hunting in a closed area, wasting 

game and taking cow elk in a closed season. 

Tribal Judge Donny Dupuis said the two men arrested were Art Shepard, who faces six charges, 

and James Adams, who face five. 

They pleaded innocent to the charges during initial hearings and asked for a trial, which is set for 

March 26.  Both were released on their own recognizance. 

The judge said since the tribal court cannot jail non-members charged with fish and game 

offenses, he could not justify holding tribal members on similar charges.”   March 10, 1987  The Missoulian 

 



“Authorities looking for armed robbers’ 

Polson – Authorities say they have no suspects in Thursday’s armed robbery of the Moiese 

Mercantile, a small roadside store near the entrance of the National Bison Range southwest of 

Charlo. 

Authorities said two young men, claiming they needed gasoline, got the store owner, Jim 

Largent, to open the door of his house about 10 p.m. Thursday. 

Largent said the men, brandishing guns, cuffed and forced him into a bathroom and then went 

into the store, which is attached to the house. 

About $500 in cash was taken along with two revolvers – a .357 Magnum Smith & Wesson and 

a .22-caliber Magnum Ruger.   They also took a Toshiba VCR and three cases of beer. 

Largent said one of the men had collar-length, straight blond hair, was slender in build and about 

6 feet tall. He wore a white headband, blue windbreaker and blue jeans. The other man wore a 

nylon stocking over his face, was over 6 feet tall and a stocky build.  Both were Caucasian. 

A Crimestoppers reward of up to $1,000 is being offered.”   March 24, 1987 The Missoulian 

 

 

April 16, 1987 The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 



“Workshop set for bison range 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will hold its annual spring Outdoor Education Workshop for 

teachers at the National Bison Range May 2. 

The workshop is intended to introduce teachers to the concept the outdoors as a classroom and to 

train them about resources available at the bison range and at Pablo and Ninepipe Wildlife 

Refuges. 

The registration fee is $10, with an addition $35 fee for teachers who wish to participate for one 

university credit.  Pre-registration is required and must be received at the National Bison Range 

as soon as possible.  Registration forms have been mailed to area schools and forms are also 

available rom Marcy Bishop, National Bison Range, Moiese, Mt. 59824.  For more information, 

call Bishop at 644-2211.”  April 20, 1987  The Missoulian 

“Stockmen group to meet in Plains 

The Western Montana Stockmen’s Association will hold its annual spring meeting May 2 at the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Hall in Plains.  The meeting will begin at 1:30 p.m. and will include a 

presentation about bankruptcy law.  A dinner at 6:30 p.m. will feature a presentation about the 

National Bison Range.  The association has about 550 members in Flathead, Lake, Lincoln, 

Mineral, Missoula, Ravalli and Sanders counties.”  April 22, 1987  The Missoulian 

 



   

April 23, 1987  The Missoulian 



 

April 29, 1987  The Missoulian 

 

May 10, 1987   The Montana Standard  (Butte, Montana)   



 

May 11, 1987  The Missoulian 

 

May 12, 1987  The Missoulian 



 

May 28, 1987   The Missoulian 

 

“Record squawfish 

A new state squawfish record was set May 7, when Loyal Herreid of Polson hauled in a 7-pound, 

4 ounce specimen out of the Lower Flathead River neat the National Bison Range. 

The lunker was caught on a smelt bait and weighed on a certified scale at the B&B store in 

Polson. 

The old record was a 7.09-pound squawfish caught in 1985 by Jim Conlin of Thompson Falls out 

of the Lower Clark Fork River.”  June 4, 1987   The Missoulian 

 

 



 

 

“Bison range may charge sightseers 

Moiese – Entrance fees may be charged for the first time at the National Bison Range near 

Moiese under new rules proposed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The fee would be $1 per 

individual and $2 per vehicle for a three-day visit.  The Bison Range in western Montana is one 

of 19 National Wildlife Refuges targeted for the entrance fees by the federal government.  

Entrance fees were prohibited until last year, when a new law authorized collection fees to raise 

money for operation of wildlife refuges and creation of new refuges. In announcing the fee plans, 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Frank Dunkle said the fees would bolster the agency’s 

primary account for the acquisition of wetland habitat.”  June 6, 1987   The Missoulian 

 

June 7, 1987  The Missoulian 

 

June 10, 1987  The Missoulian 



“Nesting isles planned for Ninepipe by Don Schwennesen  of the Missoulian 

Pablo – Ducks Unlimited, the waterfowl conservation group, has applied for a permit to create 

two nesting islands in the Ninepipe Reservoir and National Wildlife Refuge south of Ronan. 

The project will create nearly 11 acres of island habitat secure from predators, and it may net a 

slight increase in the reservoir’s water storage capacity, according to Lloyd Jackson of the tribal 

Shoreline Protection Office. 

Plans call for a small peninsula midway along the northeastern shore of the reservoir to be cut off 

by a channel 100 yards wide and nearly a quarter mile long, creating a 6.3-acre island. 

Fill from the channel will help create a second offshore island of 4.6 acres, separated by from the 

first island by a channel 300 feet wide. 

The island habitat should eventually support some 200 nests and produce more than 800 young 

ducks annually. 

The project has the support of Jon Malcolm, who manages both the refuge and the National 

Bison Range for the U. s. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The work will require 83,000 cubic yards of excavation and fill.  Work would be done between 

mid-August and December, when the reservoir is drawn down and the work site is dry. 

The islands would form in spring when the reservoir fills and ducks are nesting. 

According to an environmental assessment prepared by Malcolm’s office, the added nesting 

habitat would help at a time when duck numbers are declining. 

A 1986 nesting study at Ninepipe found that nesting success for all ducks averaged only 21 

percent, a marginal rate for maintaining healthy populations. 

The biggest problem was predation of nests, according to the report, Skunks were the main 

predator, although mink, raccoon, coyote and domestic dogs also caused some damage. 

The new islands would be the largest in the refuge, where 68 islands have been created over the 

years, ranging in size from 10 feet in diameter to a quarter-acre.”    June 14, 1987  The Missoulian 



   

July 8, 1987  The Missoulian 

 

 



 

July 8, 1987 The Missoulian 



“Robert ‘Bob’ H. Schall Sr. 

Arlee – Robert ‘Bob’ H. Schall Sr., 69, of Arlee, died Wednesday, July 15, at Mission Valley 

Hospital in St. Ignatius.  Cause of death is believed to have been a pulmonary embolism. 

He was born June 30, 1918, in St. Ignatius, to Ruben H. and Eva Nichols Schall.  He lived his 

entire life on the family ranch north of Arlee and as educated in the Arlee school system. 

During the early stages of his ranch life, he changed from sheep to a cattle operation.  Utilizing a 

government stallion from Wyoming, he raised and provided horses for the government remount 

station in Perma.  During this time, he also enlarged his ranch and built his cattle herd.  In 1948, 

he purchased a starter herd of buffalo from the National Bison Range at Moiese.  

He and Roy King entered the rodeo stock contracting business in 1954. 

He and his wife, Marjorie, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary May 29. 

Among many other activities, he served on the Arlee School board for nine years. 

He is survived by his wife, Marjorie, of Arlee, five daughters: Joanna M. Crawford, Stevensville; 

Judith N. Myllymaki, Betsy J. Johnson and Marjorie J. Schall, all of Arlee; and Mary Jane 

Heindel, Kalispell; a son, Robert H. Schall, Jr., Arlee; and numerous cousins. 

Visitation will be at the Fearon Chapel in St. Ignatius from 1-4 p.m. Sunday and 9–11:30 a.m. 

Monday. 

Funeral services will be Monday at 2 p.m., at the Arlee High School gymnasium with the Rev. 

Kent W. Kinney officiating. 

Interment will follow at Pleasant View Cemetery in St. Ignatius. 

Pallbearers will be: Bill Gardner, Paul Corbin, Mort Lytle, John Steigler, Leroy Morin, Sam 

Kissock, Walt Vermedahl and Bill Couture. 

Honorary pallbearers will be: Delos Robbins, Pete Rovero, Tom Tucker, Fred Whitworth, Cleve 

Loney, Bill Kirkaldie, George Feucht, Denny Dreyer, Dr. Earl Pruyn, Ralph McCollum, Ken 

Piedalue, Leonard Lytle, Ben Kropius, Dr. R. D. Reed, A.C. Brooks, Dwain Rennaker, Todd 

Sanders, Kenny Phillips and Bill Phillips. 

Arrangements are under the director of the Fearon Chapel in St. Ignatius.”   July 19, 1987  The Missoulian 



 

August 15, 1987  The Missoulian 

 

August 30, 1987  The Missoulian  



 

September 12, 1987   The Missoulian  

 

September 30, 1987  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“People roam on buffaloes’ home 

Moiese – More than 5,000 spectators crowded the National Bison Range on Sunday to witness 

the annual roundup op about 71 bison designated for slaughter.  Because of the crowd, range 

riders were assigned literally “ride herd” on people as well as the buffalo.  Forty-seven people 

bid on the animals, but only seven bidders took home any of the “surplus” bison, paying $756 to 

$1,311 per animal.  To conserve range resources, surplus animals are sold each year after the 

roundup to maintain the herd at 350.”  Sanders County Ledger, Thompson Falls, 10/8/87.”  October 

10, 1987  The Missoulian 

 

“Bison roundup gets national attention 

Moiese – (AP) – One of western Montana’s best autumn shows won rave review in Esquire 

magazine. 

An article titled “The Buffalo Chase” occupies center stage in the publication’s January issue.  

The two-page story, singing the praises of cowboys and the annual bison roundup held at the 

National Bison Range here, was written by renowned Western author Louis L’Amour. 

“Black against the sunlit yellow grass a handful of buffalo grazed where once they walked in 

uncounted millions,” reads “Amour’s opening paragraph. “No longer were disturbed by the 

booming guns of hide-hunters nor stampeded over cliffs by charging Indians, but when the old 

bull lifted his head he glimpsed the riders and memory stirred.” 

The article is accompanied by six color photographs taken by William Albert Allard.”  December 22, 

1987  The Missoulian 

  
“Thundering of Hooves, yips of riders mark the annual roundup at the National Bison Range each fall.  Thousands of visitors take the self-guided 

tour through the range each summer for close up look at the buffalo and other wildlife.”   Paul Fugleburg photo.  Courier, Pioneer, Mission Valley 

News Vacation Guide 1988, page 24. 



“Man charged with theft of antlers 
 

Moiese – A Missoula man has been charged with theft of elk antlers from the National Bison 

Range.  David M. Ferguson is charged with the March 7 theft in upper Elk Creek, where range 

managers discovered a bull elk carcass with the antlers sawed off.  Range Manager Jon Malcolm 

said the elk was an older bull that apparently had died after getting caught in a fence.  He said 

such deaths are rare.  Ferguson was charged April 7 and posted bond, pending an appearance 

before federal magistrate.  Maximum penalty for illegal antler collecting is a $500 fine and six 

months in jail.   Elk antlers from the refuge are collected after they shed in spring.  Rea Boy Scouts 

do the collecting, under a six-week special permit.  The antlers are then sold by sealed bid to 

dealers and craftsmen.  Proceeds go to the scouts, the bison range and Glacier Natural History 

Association.”  April 14, 1988  The Missoulian 

 

 
 

July 17, 1988 The Missoulian 



 
September 18, 1988  The Missoulian 



 
November 6, 1988  The Missoulian 

 

 

“Buffalo Chase – Scene at annual Bison Range Roundup might resemble hunt scene.   Rather, range riders annually corral bison for sorting and 

vaccinations.” 

“Bison have long history on reservation   

Open season on buffalo?  Perhaps we need an open season on buffalo, for recently a small herd 

of the shaggy beasts held up traffic on Highway 93. 

Away back n 1962, Alaska declared an open season on buffalo, which animals of the state-

owned herd persisted in sleeping on the black-topped highway rater than the frozen tundra. 

The Flathead Indians asked the agent, Major Peter Ronan, to allow them to go on a buffalo hunt 

to replenish their robes and tepee coverings. When they returned with without seeing a buffalo 

herd, they felt that open season on buffalo had been the practice of the white men or a long time. 



During the Nez Perce’ rebellion of 1877, crops of the Flatheads failed and Chief Charlo 

concluded that they must undertake a major fall buffalo hunt to forestall famine.  But the Indian 

Department banned the sale of guns or ammunition to Indians. 

Major Ronan objected.   “These confederated Flathead Indians have procured their ammunition 

and guns without restraint. They have stood to o protect the whites, and now instead of praise 

and encouragement, they are to be prohibited from supporting their families,” said Ronan.  He 

had to supply the Indians with food from his own pay. 

The next year, a large buffalo herd appeared on the plains, and again the chieftains petitioned for 

a massive buffalo hunt.  This time, permission was granted, but with a military escort.  The Tribe 

obtained little meat and blamed this on the military escort. 

In the fall of 1879, buffalo herds again appeared.  Blind, 70-year-old Big Canoe commanded his 

last buffalo chase.  The Flathead hunters succeeded, although white settlers declared that Indians 

butchered cattle along with buffalo. General Terry reported numerous white hunters were 

slaughtering buffalo with better guns than the Indians. 

Meanwhile, Samuel Coyote-Who-Walks Alone brought back to the Reservation three buffalo 

calves, one bull and two cows. Soon his herd had increased to thirteen.  This was too much of a 

burden but he would sell them, as buffalo west of the Rocky Mountains were scarce. 

Charles Allard, a cattleman with his ranch on mud Creek, saw the possibility of a profitable 

investment.  Allard and his friend, Michel Pablo, bought ten of these practically-extinct animals 

as a speculation, paying Walking Coyote $2,000 in gold. 

This probably saved the buffalo from extinction, as the herd increased rapidly until it became the 

largest buffalo herd in the world. 

Among the descendants of this herd are the present stock of the National Bison Range at Moiese, 

the Yellowstone National Park herd, and the Canadian herds at Banff and Jasper National Parks.  

Also related was the Alaskan herd that liked to sleep on the blacktop and the small herd that 

roamed down Highway 93 this week.”     February 2, 1989 The Mission Valley News   



 



    

April 1, 1989  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 



“Bison roads open for summer 

Polson – National Bison Range tour roads are open to the public at 7 a.m., seven days a week 

through August.  The entrance to the 19-mile Red Sleep Drive will close two hours before dark 

to allow visitors to complete the trip.  The shorter Buffalo Prairie Drive will close at dark.  The 

visitor’s center is open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  A $2 per-car tour fee is being charged through 

August.  There is no charge for use of the picnic area, nature trails or visits to the display pasture 

near the range headquarters.   Golden Eagle and Golden Access passes are accepted for 

admission to the range and are available at the visitor’s center.  The Golden Age and Access 

passes are available at the visitor’s center without charge to people 62 years or older and to those 

who are handicapped.  The annual Golden Eagle pass is $25.   The federal waterfowl stamp, also 

sold at the center, admits holders to the Bison Range and other national wildlife refuges.   

Educational groups will be admitted free.  There are special rates for commercial tour buses.  For 

additional information, call 644-2211.”  July 2, 1989  The Missoulian 

“FYI 

Friendship Force 

 Berliners head for Missoula 

Missoula will be visited by 41 Germans from West Berlin later this week as part of the 

Friendship Force exchange program. 

The visitors will arrive July 27 and leave Aug. 4, after completing a schedule that includes 

sightseeing in Helena, a tour of the National Bison Range, visits to fairs, shopping centers and 

the Bitterroot Valley. 

They will live with host families in Missoula during their stay and families will plan activities for 

free days.  The Germans range in age from 9 to 76, with a “mean” age of 50, according to 

Bonnie Faust of the Missoula Friendship Force organization. 

Friendship Force is a non-profit international citizens exchange organization founded in 1977.  It 

sends Americans abroad to live with foreign families and brings foreign families here to foster 

international peace and understand.”   July 26, 1989  The Missoulian 



 

October 18, 1989  The Missoulian 

 

April 3, 1990  The Missoulian 



 

July 25, 1990 The Missoulian 

 

August 9, 1990   The Missoulian 



 

August 26, 1990  The Missoulian 

 

“Bison bring big bucks 

Moiese – Bidders paid more than $100,000 sight-unseen for 92 bison sold this year by the 

National Bison Range at Moiese. 

Jon Malcolm, range manager, said 14 bidders offered an average of $1,170 each for 34 bulls and 

58 cows in sealed bids opened Tuesday. 

The animals sold will be selected and culled from the herd during the annual bison roundup 

scheduled Oct. 1 and 2. 

After they are removed, about 370 bison will remain in the herd that roams the 19,000-acre U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service refuge.  The range can support between 300 and 500 animals. 

Most animals will go to private herds for breeding stock, Malcolm said, but some are butchered 

and a few are sold to buyers with large ranches who release them on their property and then sell 

hunts to hunters who want to shoot a bison. 



Large bulls weigh up to a ton, he said, and mature cows weigh around 1,000 pounds. Don 

Schwennesen”      September 14, 1990 The Missoulian 

 

January 12, 1991  The Missoulian 



 

April 14, 1991  The Missoulian 

 

“On Campus 

University of Montana – Public Lands Law Conference, field trip to Flathead Reservation and 

tour of the National Bison Range.  Call 243-6568.”   April 27, 1991  The Missoulian 

 

 



“Bison Range ride May 19 

Moiese – A sing-along around a campfire, free camping along the Jocko River, 

horseback ride through the National Bison Range is on tap for the weekend of May 

18-19. 

Reservations are now being taken for the annual Bison Range ride sponsored by 

the Mission Saddle Club in St. Ignatius.  The $10 includes lunch.  Number of 

participants is limited to 300.  Applications can be obtained from the club at P.O. 

Box 180, St. Ignatius, Mont., 59865.  Participants can make it an overnight outing, 

or can arrive just for the trail ride on Sunday.  Clark Fork Valley Press (Plains). 

4/24/91”  April 28, 1991  The Missoulian 

 

“Teachers to learn about outdoors 

Missoula – School teachers will go to school on Saturday at the National Bison Range in Moiese, 

learning about grassland, high-country, pond and stream habitats. 

Sponsored by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the annual outdoor education workshop will 

give teachers an introduction to plants, soil and wildlife of the bison range. 

Teachers will learn hands-on activities and will find new ways to teach their students about the 

out-of-doors.  Information will not be limited to use on the bison range and can be readily 

adapted to other study sites. 

Pre-registration is required.  There is a $10 registration fee.  The course also offers one graduate 

or undergraduate credit through the University of Montana for an extra $40, payable the day of 

the workshop. 

Teachers may pick from one of four full-day workshops and classes: 

Grasslands and their importance to pronghorns, bison, grassland birds and range plant life. 

High country habitat and its stresses, ice, forests and fire ecology. 

The importance of the wetlands – ponds and marshes – to plant and animal life. 

Flowing streams and their wooded surroundings. 

To register, contact Marcy Bishop, National Bison Range, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese, 

Mont. 59824; telephone 1-644-2211.  Sherry Devlin Missoulian.”    April 30, 1991  The Missoulian 



 

May 7, 1991  The Missoulian 

“National Bison Range, Moiese 

Pack a lunch and take the 19-mile, self-guided tour of the park.  But don’t eat long the way – 

save the meal for a spot outside the bison range. 

Buffalo, elk, deer, mountain sheep, antelope and deer can be seen on the road through the park.  

Visitor center is open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. June 1 to Labor Day. 

Stop at the St. Ignatius mission the way up or back.  Both the mission and the bison range are 

free. 

Information: bison range, 644-2211.” May 11, 1991  The Missoulian 



“Family hurt in Bison Range wreck 

Moiese – A family of five sustained minor injuries Sunday when their camper tipped over at the 

National Bison Range, manager Jon Malcolm said Monday. 

Malcolm said Glenn Lambert of Auburn, Wash., was driving down the steep backside of Red 

Sleep Mountain Road when his pickup’s brakes apparently overheated and failed.  Malcolm said 

Lambert kept the vehicle under control by keeping two tires in the inside ditch of the road.   At 

the last curve, however, the rig tipper over. 

Malcolm said Lambert, his wife, and three children who were riding in the back of the camper 

were hurt in the accident, which occurred about 4 p.m.  The family was taken by ambulance to 

St. Luke Community Hospital in Ronan, where they were treated and later released, Malcolm 

said.”   Ron Selden, Missoulian   July 23, 1991  The Missoulian 

 

 

 



July 28, 1991   The Missoulian 

 

August 8, 1991  The Missoulian  

 

August 29, 1991  The Missoulian 

“Workshop date changed 

Missoula – The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will hold its annual fall outdoor workshop for 

teachers at the National Bison Range on Saturday, Oct. 26. 

This is a date change from the initial mailers that were sent out, which showed the workshop date 

as Sept. 28. 

Persons who have already registered for the September date will be contacted by phone and will 

not have to re-register.  Teachers are asked to watch for the new forms and to use them if 

possible. 



This workshop will emphasize using the outdoors as a classroom through hands-on activities.  

Teachers attending will be able to select one of four course offerings, featuring Project Wild 

activities geared to either elementary or secondary levels, the Project Learning Tree program, or 

a course on natural materials as teaching aids and on planning productive field trips. 

There is a $10 registration fee and pre-registration is required.  University credit is available for 

an additional fee of $40 and submission of an outdoor education lesson plan.  Teachers attend 

these workshops from all over western Montana, so early registration is advised. 

For information contact Marcy Bishop, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese, 59824 or call 644-

2211.”   September 23, 1991  The Missoulian 



 

September 26, 1991  The Missoulian 



“New boundaries at Pablo Refuge 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service is advising area hunters tat an ongoing review of the 

boundaries at the Pablo National Wildlife Refuge surrounding Pablo Reservoir northwest of 

Pablo has revealed inaccuracies in posting at several locations around the edge of the refuge. 

Posting has been changed along several sections of the boundary, and sportsmen are advised that 

no hunting will be allowed inside the reposted boundary.  Hunters are asked to look carefully for 

the “Blue Goose” signs marking the boundary of the National Wildlife Refuge and to hunt only 

outside the reposted line.  Maps of the National Bison Range or from wildlife officers in the 

area.”  October 3, 1991  The Missoulian 

 

“Ted Turner: Moiese bison mogul 

Moiese – Media mogul Ted Turner was the big buyer at the buffalo sale on the National Bison 

Range for the third consecutive year. 

Turner bought 36 animals this year, 16 yearling heifers for $1,150 each and 20 yearling bulls for 

$930 each, said Marcy Bishop of the bison range staff. 

Last year, Turner bought 21 yearling cows and the year before purchased 16 yearling cows to 

stock his Montana ranch. 

About 3,200 spectators attended the week’s roundup.  Turner was one eight successful bidders 

for the 102 bison sold. 

Revenues of $107,624 go to the federal treasury.”  Hungry Horse News (Columbia Falls), 

10/10/91.  October 20, 1991   The Missoulian 

 

“Newslines 

Winter viewing    

The winter months promise prime wildlife viewing at the National Bison range near Moiese.  

One of the biggest bison herds will graze along Mission Creek in view of the range’s 10-mile 

Winter Drive; the drive also traverses grasslands frequented by pronghorn, deer and elk. 

A second bison herd will be on the southeastern part of the range and may at times be seen from 

Montana Highway 200 near Ravalli or from Ravalli Hill on U. S. Highway 93.  The winter Drive 

and shorter Buffalo Prairie Drive will be open daily from dawn to dark throughout the winter, 

weather permitting.   The upper portion of the longer Red Sleep Mountain Drive will be closed 

for the season on Oct. 25.  The bison range visitor’s center will be open on weekdays from 8 a.m. 

to 4:30 p.m. throughout the fall and winter. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service officials – who manage the bison range – suggest that wintertime 

visitors call ahead for road and weather conditions at 44-2211.” October 22, 1991   The Missoulian  



“Wildlife advisory board to meet 

Moiese – The public is invited to attend the December meeting of the Flathead Reservation Fish 

and Wildlife Advisory Board.  The meeting will begin at 9 a.m.   Thursday at the National Bison 

Range Visitor Center near Moiese. 

Tentative agenda topics include discussions on Flathead Lake charter fishing, state habitat 

projects and acquisition, fish and wildlife improvement projects and upland bird management, 

said chairman Ralph Goode. 

The board, comprised of tribal, state and federal appointees, was created last year as part of a 

joint-management agreement between the Salish and Kootenai Tribes and the Montana 

Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.  For more information, call 676-3755.   Ron Selden, for 

the Missoulian”   December 11, 1991  The Missoulian 

 

January 8, 1992  The Misoulian 



“State plans transfer of elk 

Kalispell – If all goes well, the Department of Fish, wildlife and Parks will move about 30 elk 

Monday from the National Bison Range at Moiese to a new home near Ashley Lake northwest of 

Kalispell. 

Jim Cross, wildlife manager for FWP’s Kalispell office, said the elk will supplement a similar 

relocation made about 14 months ago in the Ashley Lake area. 

He said 29 were released in the last effort and seem to be prospering.  Residents in the area have 

reported seeing up to 22 at a time. 

“They haven’t seen that many elk in recent years, he said.”  Don Schwennesen, Missoulian  
February 29, 1992  The Missoulian 

 

“Newsline 

Elk moved … Thirty-one elk from the National Bison Range near Moiese were relocated this 

week to the hills above Ashley Lake west of Kalispell. 

Jon Malcolm, the range manager, said the elk were provided as part of the annual program to 

maintain the herd at levels compatible with available range forage. 

The 11 bulls, 10 cows and 10 calves were released in the same general area as 29 others from the 

range in December 1990. 

The elk plants are in an area where there have been no elk for decades. 

About three-dozen volunteers – including members of the Ashley Lake Property Owners 

Association, Flathead Wildlife Inc., Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and others – assisted in the 

elk relocation. 

The animals were tested at the bison range for tuberculosis, marked and loaded into four horse 

trailers.”  March 4, 1992   The Missoulian 

 

“Bison Range sets workshop for educators 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will present its spring Outdoor Education Workshop for 

Teachers at the National Bison Range on Saturday, May 2. 

The 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. program will feature four course offerings: 

Native American Cultural Uses of Natural Resources, looking at the Salish and Kootenai 

cultures, their preparation of natural foods and their languages and music. 

Endangered Species, using Project Wild activities to present the needs of endangered wildlife. 



Report Cards for Streams, helping teachers judge the quality of a stream by its banks and the 

aquatic organisms that live in it. 

Birds in Classroom and Field, exploring both the Ninepipe National Wildlife Refuge and the 

bison range for birdlife. 

Registration fee is $10; pre-registration is required.  The course offers one graduate or 

undergraduate credit through the University of Montana, for an extra $40 fee. 

This will be the last one-day discovery workshop at the bison range, because of UM’s 

changeover to a semester system. Future teacher workshops will be longer to accommodate the 

semester requirements. 

For more information, contact Marcy Bishop, National Bison Range, 132 Bison Range Road, 

Moiese, Mont. 59824; telephone 1-644-2211.”   April 12, 1992  The Missoulian 

 

“Bison Range opens for season 

Moiese  - The National Bison Range is open for its summer schedule. 

The 19-mile, two-hour Red Sleep Mountain Drive is open from 6:30 a.m. until dark.  The 

entrance to the drive is closed about two hours  before dark to allow those travelling the road to 

finish by nightfall. 

The shorter Buffalo Prairie Drive also will be open from 6:30 a.m. until dark.  These half-hour 

drives offer views of bison and elk. 

Visitors are asked to stop by the Bison Range visitor center or for updated information and a 

refuge map.  The center is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays through May. 

After June 1, the center will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week through the 

summer season. 

The Bison Range is part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, managed by the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service.  It is located at Moiese, in the Mission Valley.”  May 21, 1992  The Missoulian 

“Best Place for a Cheap Date 

Little in this world is as beautiful as democracy in action. Case in point: The Entertainer’s Fourth 

Annual Best of Missoula vote. Over the course of a few exciting weeks, thousands – well maybe 

not thousands – of ballots poured in to our Bet of Missoula offices, where a staff of hundreds-

well, maybe not hundreds – tabulated the votes.   Along the way, our vote counters became privy 

to what’s on the collective mind of Missoula.  Where is the best happy hour?   We asked.  Where 

is the best public restroom?  What is the best dry fly? 

These, and 48 other questions were asked and answered in a survey so scientific that there is no 

margin of error.  The results you are about to read are simple fact.  Unless, of course, we’re 

wrong. 



Yes, democracy is a beautiful thing, and in this case the process was pure.  Sure, some folks 

voted more than once.  And so what if we offered a cash prize for voting?  Congress has surely 

done worse, with results that are considerably less entertaining. 

Here, then, are the results: 

A dangerous category, to be sure.  For those of you who were disqualified this year, remember.  

Best Place for a Cheap Date is not the same as Best Cheap Date.  Voters offered many options in 

this category, but perennial favorite the Roxy Theater outpaced locales including the Rhinelander 

restaurant, the National Bison Range, Costco’s food sampling stations and a voter’s front yard to 

win the honors. By the way, if you’re interested, there’s someone out there who’ll romance you 

at the library. Shhh!”  May 22, 1992    The Missoulian 

Thomas N. Marlowe 

Missoula – Thomas Nelson Marlowe, 83 of Missoula, died Tuesday evening, Aug. 4, at St. 

Patrick Hospital of natural causes. 

He was born in Missoula bon July 23, 1909, to Thomas N. Marlowe Sr. and Nelle Victoria 

McMurray Marlowe.  His family also included a sister two year younger than he, Elinor Kathryn 

Marlowe, who preceded him in death.  Reared in Missoula, he attended Missoula elementary and 

high schools. 

On May 3, 1941, he married Emma L. Magini.  They were the parents of a son, Thomas N. 

Marlowe, Jr. 

Mr. Marlowe was variously employed by the First National Bank and by the Montana Fish & 

Game Department during the 1930s.  In June, 1942 after completing a special defense course in 

radio material at the University of Montana, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. 

He attended Navy electronics schools in Stillwater, Okla., at Oklahoma A&M and at Treasure 

Island Navy Radio Material School.  He served as a radio technician in the Navy on island-based 

naval communication centers in the South Pacific throughout the war. 

Following the war he was with the Bureau of Public Roads in western Montana locations and 

also with the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service on the National Bison Range.  He transferred to the 

U. S. Conservation service in May 1948, and served as a conservation engineering technician 

until his retirement in June 1972.   During his career he was very active in the snow survey and 

water forecasting program of the Soil Conservation Service in western Montana. 

After the war he became active in the American Legion and the Society of Forty and Eight.  He 

served as commander of Hellgate Post No. 27 of the American Legion in 1967 and as Chef de 

Care of Salish Voiture of the Forty and Eight, and subsequently as Grand Chef de Care Du 

Montana of the Montana Grand Voiture in 1976. 

Tom, was throughout his life, an ardent believer of wildlife and resources conservation, as was 

his father before him.  Tom was very active in hunting, fishing and sportsmanship; his son, Tom 

Jr., has followed in his footsteps in this respect. 



Survivors include his wife, Emma, Missoula; and a son, Tom Jr., also of Missoula. 

Visitation will be held from 5-8 p.m. Thursday at Squire, Simmons & Carr Funeral Home. 

Services will be at 2 p.m. Friday at the funeral home.  Military graveside services will be 

conducted by the Missoula veterans organizations at Missoula City Cemetery.”    August 6, 1992     The 

Missoulian 

“Around Missoula 

Coming Soon  

Singles United, Bison Range tour, Sunday, Aug. 9.  Meet, 11 a.m., north side of I-90on reserve 

Street.  Bring lunch.  Call 549-6760.”  August 8, 1992  The Missoulian 

 

August 16, 1992  The Missoulian 

 

September 26, 1992 The Missoulian 



 

 



 

October 1, 1992  The Missoulian 

 

October 6, 1992 The Missoulian  

 

 

 

 



“Poacher on bison range sought 

Moiese - Officials at the National Bison Range are looking for information into a poaching case. 

Bill West, assistant manager of the range, said Monday that at large mule deer had been taken at 

a spot on Highway 93 just north of Ravalli. It’s one of the few places where the range is within 

shooting distance of the highway, West said, and it appears that whoever shot the deer shot it 

from the road.   

The poacher took the deer’s head and rack and left the rest of the body, West said. 

Officials are looking for information that would help finger the poacher, but also need help 

pinpointing the time when the deer was taken.  A passerby called range officials about the deer at 

about 11 a.m. Monday, and so officials believe the deer could have been taken Sunday night or 

early Monday. 

If you have information about the case, you can call either the range at 644-2211 or the state of 

Montana poaching hotline, 1-800-TIP-MONT. 

It’s illegal to take animals off the range, West said.   In a recent poaching case on the range, he 

said, both defendants wound up serving jail time. Missoulian”     November 17, 1992  The Missoulian 

 

In 1993 a record number of visitors in a year was set – 217,200.  
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/NBR.HistOutline.pdf   

“Newsline 

Wildlife Workshop 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service will offer a winter outdoor education workshop for teachers at 

the National Bison Range on Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 6 and 7. 

The workshop will give teachers the skills they need to help students discover how wildlife 

survive winter - which animals migrate and which stay and how those that stay find food and 

shelter in the cold. 

There is a $10 registration fee; pre-registration is required.  The course offers one semester 

graduate or undergraduate credit through the University of Montana for an additional $70.  

Participation is limited. 

For more information, write to Workshop, National Bison Range, 132 Bison Range Road, 

Moiese, Mont.  59824 or call Marcy Bishop at 644-2211.”   January 26, 1993  The Missoulian 

 



“Outdoor workshop set for May 1-2 

Missoula – The National Bison Range’s spring outdoor education workshop for teachers will be 

Saturday and Sunday, May 1-2. 

Teachers will choose from two different courses each day of the workshop.  Saturday’s choices 

will be “Mammals of the Western Mountains and Prairies” and “Life at the Water’s Edge.”  On 

Sunday, the options will be “Geology and Soils of the Flathead” and “Take-home Experiences,” 

a journal-keeping course. 

A special program on mountain lion and bear safety will be presented for all participants. 

Pre-registration is required; graduate and undergraduate credit may be earned through the 

University of Montana.  All classes will begin at the National Bison Range visitor center in 

Moiese. 

For more information or to register contact Marcy Bishop at 644-2211.”  Sherry Devlin, 

Missoulian   April 25, 1993  The Missoulian 

 

May 8, 1993  The Missoulian 

“Max C. Harris 

Lolo – Max C. Harris, 79, of Lolo died of natural causes Wednesday, May 26, at Community 

Hospital Center. 



He was born Jan 31, 1914, in Pandora, Alberta, to “Dode” and Kate Harris.   He attended 

elementary school in Pandora.  Max and his family moved to St. Ignatius when he was 14, where 

he attended and graduated from St. Ignatius High School. 

On June 14, 1939, Max married Ruby Schliep in Missoula.  He worked in carpentry as a general 

contractor in the valley until he was employed for several years as general manager of the St. 

Ignatius Telephone Co., retiring from that capacity in 1976. 

He also served as building inspector for the town of St. Ignatius.  Max and Ruby moved to Lolo 

in 1989. 

Active in civil affairs, he served two terms as president of the St. Ignatius PTA, was a member of 

the St. Ignatius Volunteer Fire Department, and the American Legion McCarthy Post, No. 106.   

He was also a member of the Lions Club, the Mission Rangers Saddle Club, where he was 

instrumental in forming the annual Bison Range Ride. 

He was very active in Promenadors, a local square dancers club, both as a participant and caller. 

He and Ruby also taught round dancing for 20 years.  Max served many years as secretary for 

the local bowling league of which he was a member for 15 years.  He also served as president of 

the St. Ignatius Senior Citizens for three terms and was selected as Senior Citizen of the year, not 

only locally, but also of Area Six in western Montana in 1987. 

An avid outdoorsman and sports fan, Max enjoyed fishing and hunting, and was a supporter of 

the Mission School sports programs.  He enjoyed his garden and always had some woodworking 

project that he was involved in. 

Survivors include his wife, Ruby, Lolo; two daughters, Andrea Matt, Northglenn, Colo,; and 

Darlene Cook, Lolo; a brother, Verne Harris, St. Ignatius; four sisters, Madeline Nelson, Polson; 

Joyce Brass, Lonepine; Gladys Kephart, Caldwell, Idaho; and Betty Pissot, Ogden, Utah; five 

grandchildren, two great-grand-daughters, and numerous nieces and nephews. 

Visitation will begin Friday afternoon at the Riddle Family Funeral Chapel in St. Ignatius. 

Services will be at 2 p.m. Saturday at the chapel with Pastor Don Oberg officiating.  Burial with 

military honors by the American Legion McCarthy Post No. 106 will follow at the Pleasant View 

Cemetery in St. Ignatius. 

Pallbearers will be Tom Cook, Ron Matt, Gary Matt, Kevin Haley, Bob Blush Sr., and Robert 

Schliep.   Honorary pallbearers will be Verne Harris, a much loved brother of Max, his 19 dear 

nephews, and his many treasured friends. 

The family suggests memorials to the St. Ignatius Senior Citizens, P.O. Box 516, St. Ignatius 

59865.”  May 28, 1993   The Missoulian 
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“Bear’s Victim in Good Condition 

Max E. Harris, victim of a grizzly bear so large his head “looked as big as a washtub,” is in good 

condition in a hospital here, one of the attending physicians said Monday night. 

Harris, of St. Ignatius, was quoted by the doctor as saying the bear was the largest one he had 

ever seen, with a head that looked as big as a washtub. 

Harris escaped what he thought would be sure death by letting his body go limp while he was in 

the powerful grasp of the grizzly, the most ferocious of all bears and the largest next to the 

Kodiak. 

He was attacked Saturday on a wilderness trail 70 miles northeast of Missoula and about 30 

miles from the nearest road. After  

the bear let him go, his companions gave first aid and then set off a rescue operation which 

involved parachutist fire fighters, a helicopter and air delivery of power saws to clear a landing 

place for the ‘copter. 

The doctor said Harris must have lost quite a large quantity of blood but indicated that “good” 

first aid by Harris’ two hunting companions, Sidney Allard, and Ralph Coulter, held down the 



loss of blood.  The two used pressure bandages on the wounds the bear left in Harris shoulders 

and head. 

The doctor reported that the injuries are not as severe as was indicated on preliminary 

examination.  He has extensive lacerations of the scalp, penetrating wounds on both shoulders 

and a tear on his right hand, probably all caused by the bear’s claws except possibly the wounds 

on the right shoulder, which may have been made by the bear’s teeth. 

A grizzly bear is easily capable of killing a man, and the bear that attacked Harris is believed to 

be the mother of the cub which had been wounded a few days previously by other hunters. 

Local sportsmen were mystified at the bear’s failure to go ahead with his attack, which began 

with a lightning rush that caught Harris by surprise.  Harris was given credit for great personal 

bravery and presence of mind in his strategy of playing dead. 

The work of Elwood Nelson, Johnson Flying Service helicopter pilot who flew Harris out of the 

woods Sunday, was called “brilliant” by the doctor.”       October 7, 1952  The Missoulian 



 

June 20, 1993  The Missoulian 



 

 

 

“  

 

 

“Newsline 

The National Bison Range in Moiese is now on its winter schedule, with good wildlife watching 

reported. 

The 10-mile round-trip winter drive follows Mission Creek, with elk, deer and bison often 

nearby, and traverses the Alexander Basin grassland frequented by pronghorn. 

There also are several shorter Buffalo Prairie drives. All tour roads will be open from daylight 

until dark during the winter.  Visitor center hours are from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., weekdays only.  

The center won’t be open on weekends or holidays until May. 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which manages the bison range, suggests calling ahead 

during the colder months for road conditions and wildlife information.  School groups also may 

arrange tours by calling 644-2211.”  November 2, 1993  The Missoulian 

“The best wildlife watching area near Missoula is the National Bison Range near Ravalli.  Two 

driving loops are offered.  Bring binoculars for close-up views of big game animals and birds.  A 

visitor center is open daily.  Admission is free (406) 644-2211.”  April 10, 1994 The Spokesman-Review 



 

 

May 25, 1994 The Missoulian 



“Park, bison range fires monitored 

Kalispell – Crews Friday tried to control a lightning-caused fire on the National Bison Range as 

officials at Glacier National Park kept watch on a small fire there. 

Forty Bureau of Indian Affairs firefighters worked on the fire that scorched 10 acres in the 

southern end of the bison range, near Elk Creek, after a lightning storm late Wednesday. 

Lightning started a small fire on the western edge of Glacier, about half a mile east of the 

Logging Creek Ranger Station, said Cade White, a park spokesman.  The fire was discovered 

Thursday night and had burned less than one acre by midday Friday. 

Officials had not decided whether to let the fire burn, or try to control it. 

The fire was monitored from the air and on the ground.”      June 5, 1994    The Great Falls Tribune 

     

August 18 1994  The Missoulian  



“Man pleads innocent to poaching 

Butte – A Butte man has pleaded not guilty to three felony counts and a misdemeanor that allege 

he illegally killed a mule deer buck two years ago on the National Bison Range near Moiese, 

warden Sgt. Jeff Darra said Thursday. 

Tony Rebich, 48, was charged in Federal District Court with felony counts of stealing property 

from the U.S. government (the deer), concealing stolen property and committing depredation 

against the property of the U. S. government. 

The misdemeanor count is trespassing on the Bison Range. 

If convicted, Rebich could be fined up to $25,000 and spend a maximum of 10 years in prison 

for each felony, and receive up to a $5,000 fine and up to six months in jail for the misdemeanor.   

His trial is set for Jan. 9 in Federal District Court in Helena. Montana Standard”  November 18, 1994   

The Missoulian 

 

 

November 30, 1994  The Missoulian 



 

December 19, 1994  The Missoulian 



“Winter route offers glimpses of wildlife 

Are you a back-seat wildlife watcher?  The National Bison Range’s Winter Drive offers nice 

views along Mission Creek and in Alexander Basin for deer, elk and pronghorn antelope. 

Bison also are visible from time to time along highways 200 and 212 on the south and west sides 

of the range.  There are always bison in the pasture near the headquarters. 

Drives are open daily from 7 a.m. to dark.  The Winter Drive takes about 45 minutes to an hour 

to complete.  For the winter, the visitor center is open weekdays only from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.”     
December 22, 1994 The Missoulian 

 

David “Dave” Wiseman replaced the retiring Jon Malcolm as National Bison 

Range manager in 1994. 



 

January 2, 1995  The Missoulian     [There are a number of inaccuracies in this article, seems to be a re-write of the Bison Range history.] 

 



      

      January 12, 1995  The Missoulian                                                               February 25, 1995  The Missoulian 

 

April 1, 1995  The Missoulian 



 

April 13, 1995  The Missoulian 



“This grass wasn’t made for grazing 

I was interested to read Sherry Devlin’s article in the April 13 Missoulian concerning the weed 

problem at the National Bison Range near Moiese. 

The problem is unlikely to be solved as long as considerable numbers of bison are on the range. 

The reason? Their habitat was the short-grass prairie of eastern Montana and adjacent states and 

provinces.  As pointed out by Professor Black of Washington State University in Pullman in 

“Natural History” some years ago, cattle and bison are ecologically equivalent in their ready 

adaptation to the short-grass species which co-evolved with the bison in that environment.  Such 

grass species readily tolerate concentrated trampling. 

On the other hand, the bunch grass prairie of the intermountain valleys, mainly west of the 

Divide, are intolerant of such trampling, but can tolerate use by deer and elk with which the 

bunch-grass species have co-evolved. 

It might be advisable, then to, to move our bison to ranges established in short-grass prairie and 

to convert our bison range to a wildlife refuge for adapted species.  Eventually, the vegetation 

would return to its pre-bison-range condition, although we might have to help the process along.” 

– M. Chessin, 400 University Ave., Missoula    April 26, 1995  The Missoulian 

“Bison Range offers high-tech study 

Studying nature via computer or the relationship of predators and their prey are options available 

for teachers at the National Bison Range’s annual Spring Discovery Workshop. 

Teachers can choose one of the two sessions, which will be held concurrently, on Saturday, May 

6. 

The computer option will guide teachers through a variety of user-friendly programs designed 

for the classroom. A bank of computers will be available to try out programs on birds, maps, 

plants, and other natural science subjects. 

The predator-prey workshop will explore the physical structures and behaviors that maintain a 

predator-prey balance.  Real wildlife will be presented in the field in their natural habitats.  The 

workshop also includes a hands-on examination of skulls, skins and mounts to demonstrate 

adaptations of animals to their environment. 

Workshops will start and finish at the National Bison Range visitor center.  Classes begin at 9 

a.m. and conclude around 3:30 p.m.  Coffee and refreshments will be served, but teachers should 

bring a sack lunch. 

Pre-registration is required; forms have been mailed to area.  April 27, 1995  The Missoulian 



 

 

“Terry and Carole Toppins will lead a birdathon to the National Bison Range on Saturday, May 

20.  Meet at the university of Montana field house at 8 a.m.   Bring lunch.  Donations are 

appreciated.”  May 4, 1995   The Missoulian 

“Foes of trial plan schedule Saturday rally at Bison Range by Ron Selden for the 

Missoulian 

Moiese – Opponents of a Salish and Kootenai tribal proposal to manage the National Bison 

Range are slated to gather at the range Saturday to discuss the issue. 

According to organizer, Lisa Morris, a rally is slated for 10:30 a.m. at the main picnic grounds.  

A potluck lunch will follow. 

The tribes are seeking to manage the bison range, and Ninepipe and Pablo national wildlife 

refuges under provisions of the 1994 Tribal Self-Governance Act.  The act allows tribes to 

contract management of a wide variety of federal programs, especially if the program sites are 

culturally or historically significant to American Indians. 

The Bison range and other federal holdings within the Flathead Reservation are now managed by 

the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Detractors of the tribal proposal allege the tribes are rewriting Bison Range history to fit their 

application.  

They also contend proposed Indian-preference hiring will result in current federal employees 

losing their jobs. 

Morris said Saturday’s speakers will include Lake County commissioners Barry Baker, Dave 

Stipe and Mike Hutchins; Amy Fisher, an aide to U. S. Sen. Conrad Burns, R. Mont; retired 

Bison Range manager Jon Malcolm; and others. 

For more information, call 644-2403.”  May 12, 1995  The Missoulian                                                                        



     

May 14, 1995  The Missoulian 



“Bison range kicks off its summer schedule 

Summer hours are in effect at the National Bison Range.  The Red Sleep Mountain Drive is 

open, as is the visitor center. 

Scenic drives at the range are open from 6:30 a.m. until dark.  The Red Sleep drive covers 19 

miles and takes two hours.  The shorter West Loop and Prairie drives also offer views of bison, 

elk, deer and pronghorn.  Mornings provide the best wildlife watching on all drives. 

Visitor center hours are from 8 a.m. to 4:30 daily.  A $4 per car entrance fee is charged for 

admission to the bison range.  For more 

information, call 644-2211.”     May 18, 1995  The Missoulian 

“Coming Soon 

Five Valley Audubon Society, Birdathon led by Terry and Carole Toppins, Saturday, May 20, 

National Bison Range, Meet, 8 a.m., University of Montana Field House.  Bring lunch. 

Donations accepted.  Call 549-6027.”   May 19, 1995  The Missoulian 

 

 

May 25, 1995  The Missoulian 



 

June 1, 1995  The Missoulian 

“National Bison Range.  Located at Moiese in the Flathead Valley.  Established in 1908, the 

19,000-acre big-game range features about 400 bison, many species of birds and herds of white-

tailed and mule deer, pronghorns, elk and more in a 19-mile self-guiding tour.  Fee is $4 per car; 

all Golden passes are accepted.  Call 644-2211 for information.”  June 11, 1995   The Missoulian 

“Williams has bison question  

Kalispell – Rep. Pat Williams, D-Mont. Wants to know if federal government needs three bison 

ranges at a time when budgets are tight and bison are spilling out of Yellowstone National Park. 

Williams wrote to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Mollie Beattie about the demand for 

bison, the genetic integrity of the herd on the National Bison Range at Moiese and the range 

budget. 

The Montana bison range is to home is about 400 bison, and draws about 20,000 visitors a year.  

Oklahoma and Nebraska also have national bison rangers. 

The Confederated Salish-Kootenai Tribes Tribes have proposed taking over  management of the 

range, but Williams said the very existence of the range should be questioned.  Associated Press” 
June 12, 1995  The Missoulian 



“Tribes and feds hashing out possible bison range plans by Ron Selden of the 

Missoulian. 

Moiese - Tribal and federal officials are continuing efforts to define tribal management options at 

the National Bison Range. 

“Right now, it’s basically just people reviewing documents and figuring out what’s going on,” 

Bison Range Manager David Wiseman said Monday. 

“Discussions are on going and no final determination has been made at this point,” Confederated 

Salish and Kootenai Tribal Chairman Mickey Pablo said in a separate interview. 

Wiseman said the tribes recently submitted an updated notice of intent to seek management of 

the range and other federal holdings on the Flathead Reservation now managed by the U. S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service.   Agency officials, however, announced in a statement that last month that 

it was their opinion that overall management of national refuge land is inherently a federal 

function, and therefore not eligible for contracting or compacting under the 1994 Tribal Self-

Governance Act. 

At issue, officials say, are other, potentially conflicting, federal laws which govern refuge 

management.  Potentially still to be resolved is the issue of which laws take precedence. 

During meetings with Tribal representatives earlier this month, Wiseman said the agency 

discussed the types of information the tribes would be seeking about Bison Range budgets, how 

they are formed, wi8ldlife management plans, and its organizational structures of the agency, 

among other issues. 

Other meetings are expected in coming months, Wiseman said.”   June 29, 1995   The Missoulian 



 

August 29, 1995  The Missoulian 



“Comments invited on refuge plans 

A new environmental assessment is out covering the management of upland portions of the 

Ninepipe, Pablo and Swan River national wildlife refuges and other wetlands managed by the U. 

S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Lake and Flathead counties. 

Copies are available for public comment.  Drafts already have been mailed to many interested 

parties. 

To receive a copy of the assessment, write the National Bison Range, 132 Bison Range Road, 

Moiese, Mont.  59824 or call 406-644-2211. 

Comments on the draft will be taken through Sept. 25.   Sherry Devlin, Missoulian”  September 10, 

1995   The Missoulian 

 

September 14, The Missoulian 

“Panel will explore 1996-97 fishing season 

Moiese – Permit and license regulations and the 1996-97 fishing season will be discussed Oct 26 

during a public meeting of the Flathead Reservation Fish and Wildlife Advisory Board. 

The meeting begins at 9:30 a.m. at the National Bison Range Visitor Center in Moiese.  For more 

information, call 675-2700.”     October 19, 1995  The Missoulian 

“Bison range remains open in wild watching 

The National Bison Range near Moiese is open for winter wildlife viewing. The 10-mile winter 

drive offers views of critters – deer, elk and pronghorn - along Mission Creek and in Alexander 

Basin. Bison are always in the “display pasture” in the headquarters area. 



The drive is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.  It takes about an hour to complete.  The shorter 

west loop drive takes about 15 minutes.  The bison range visitor center and offices are open 

weekdays only from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.”   November 9, 1995   The Missoulian 

 

December 3, 1995  The Missoulian 



 

December 12, 1995  The Missoulian 

 



 

December 17, 1995  The Missoulian 

 

 December 24, 1995   The Missoulian 


