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“Beware of Swaney’s bison plan

Everyone be aware, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal Council Chairwoman Rhonda
Swaney has sent a letter to Washington asking that negotiations on the National Bison Range
begin again as soon as possible, but under conditions, including: No information about the
negotiations is to be given to the public until after the agreement is signed.

| am shocked. Rhonda, we pay the taxes supporting the range — the very same taxes you intend
to be spending.

Taxpayers, please call Sen. Conrad Burns (1-800-344-1513) and Sen. Max Baucus (1-800—
332-6106) about the negotiations and this “condition.”

Also, few people believe the tribes will keep the current bison range staff on the job after 1997.
It is bad enough the tribes partake in racial discrimination at all, let alone being allowed to do it
on nontribal land with federal dollars. Men and women should not lose their jobs because of the
color of their skin.

Also, should the tribal government take over the exhibits completely? | have heard their current
version of how the bison range and buffalo were acquired.

| have newspaper clippings and boos written during the time period, including Michael Pablo’s
obituary, that tell differently.

If the tribes are to take on the exhibits, the exhibits should be OK’d by someone outside the tribe
with an interest in straight facts. — Lisa Morris, Moiese.”  January 24, 1996 The Missoulian

Speak up about bison range

Many of us are very concerned about this nation’s budget problems and deficit. We wouldn’t
have to make unbearable cuts in much-needed programs, if we would do away with the ones that
aren’t necessary anymore.

Example: The National Bison Range is located in our community. It was established in 1908 by
the Congress under President Theodore Roosevelt. It was stocked with bison by donations from
the American Bison Society and citizens across America. It now contains a great variety of
wildlife. And we are very proud of it and how it has been managed by the U.S. Department of
Fish & Wildlife Service

For almost a year now there have been ongoing negotiations between the FWS, under the
direction of the Secretary of Interior for the Clinton administration o turn management over to
the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. The federal government funds the present



management and will under tribal management. These tribes have a history of mismanagement
in this area.

There are well over 400 federally recognized and funded Indian reservations in the U. S. In
Minnesota you’ll find tribal members who receive $50,000 each a month from investments. For
the majority, they don’t need federal involvement or funds.

This isn’t only a local issue. These types of negotiations are going on in many states now and
they will effect many parks and refuges.

Let your representatives know how you feel about these issues now. Call or write them soon or
it may be too late. Thomas and Sandra Shook, Charlo.” February 5,1996 The Missoulian

March 10, 1996 The Missoulian



March 12,1996 The Missoulian

“Lecture Series,

“Weed Management on the Bison Range —

Experiences of a Public Land Manager.” 7:30 .m., Chemistry/Pharmacy Building 109.

Call Alan Knudsen, Missoula County Weed District, 721-5700, ext. 3287.” March 13, 1996 The

Missoulian

May 5, 1996 The Missoulian
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‘What a great animal to work with: I don't have to stalk them or struggle to learn the
basics. As long as 1 keep my distance, they ignore me.”
- researcher Jack Hogg

With adult supervision never far away, a curious bighorn lamb looks up from the tall grass.
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On the steep slopes of Moiese, researcher
Jack Hogg documents the secret life of sheep
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Barbecue, games held
to honor Hellgate Treaty

By JOHN STROMNES
of the Missouhan

PABLO - As many as 1,000
people will gather this week at the
National Bison Range by
invitation of the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes to
commemorate the Hellgate
Treaty between the tribes and the
United States Government, and in
celebration of tribal sovereignty.

“Everyone in attendance will
be treated to a barbecue,
traditional games, recreational
activities, and drumming and
singing,” said Tribal Chairwoman
Rhonda Swaney. “The purpose of
the gathering is to reaffirm and
remember the conditions of the
treaty.”

The treaty was signed on July
16, 1855, at Council Grove, west
of Missoula. The celebration is
not an annual event, but is held
perhaps every two or three years,
most recently at the University of
Montana.

Holding it at the National
Bison Range will allow more
participation by people who are
not enrolled tribal members, and
Swaney urged Missoula-area
residents to attend, as well as
people from Lake and Sanders
counties.

“It will be an opportunity for
these folks to learn about the
tribal perspective on one part of
our history. And it will provide an
opportunity to socialize with tribal
members while we participate in

W For information on pick-
up sites, or to arrange
transportation for
passengers with special
needs, people may call
Bonnie Rice at (406) 675-
2700, Ext. 390.

some traditional activities. It's a
day for all of us to celebrate being
a community,” Swaney said.

Col. Doug Allard and Tribal
Vice Chairman Mickey Pablo will
present a historical perspective on
the bison herd that formed the
nucleus of the existing Bison
Range herd, and Daniel Decker,
tribal attorney, will discuss the
current significance of the
Hellgate Treaty. The speeches will
start at 10 a.m., and the barbecue
will begin at 11.

The National Bison Range is
about 40 miles northwest

Missoula, on rural Highway 212
between Dixon and Charlo. Due
to limited parking at the Bison

Range, the ol;innizel’s have
arranged for shuttle
mglsporl'akﬁon to the event from a
public parking area nearby. The
area w'%a be lr‘nsukﬁd Puagyn
transportation will also be
available to and from the évent
for all communities on the
Flathead Indian Reservation,

July 13,1996 The Missoulian
“Entry fees change at National Bison Range
Moiese- News fees are in effect at the National Bison Range.

A season pass is $10 and is valid for a year from date of purchase and covers all passengers in a
vehicle. The daily pass is $4 per vehicle.

The Bison Range will continue to accept and sell Golden Passes and federal Waterfowl Stamps.
The Golden Eagle Pass is $25 and allows entry into most federal areas. The Golden Age Pass is

$10 and is available to U. S. citizens over 62 years of age. It is a lifetime pass.” August1,1996 The
Missoulian



August 4, 1996 The Missoulian

“Coming Soon

Five Valleys Audubon Society, road trip through the National Bison Range with Joe Kipphut,

Saturday, Aug. 10. Meet, 7:30 a.m., University of Montana Field House. Bring lunch.” Augusto,
1996 The Missoulian
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INSIDE

AOUTDOORS BRIEFS ... v auis. c2
AMOUNT Jumeo UPOATE.. ... .C2

AGREG TOLLEFSON +..ovs...C8
ACLASSIFIED ADVERTISING . .INSIDE

MONTANA LIFE i

tdm ; THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1996

Cowboys cut a small group out of the 450-member National Bison Range herd and drive it toward the corral, where calves are vaccinated and some aduits are shipped for sale.
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“Forest ‘Frosty’ Largent

Ronan — Forest ‘Frosty” Largent, 92, passed away Thursday, Nov. 14, at St. Luke Extended Care
Facility in Ronan of natural causes.

He was born July 26, 1904, in Pullman, Wash., to Louis and Mary Stricker Largent. He attended
schools in Colfax, Wash., and Dixon.
On May 25, 1935, he married Jennie Crane in Polson.

He worked for the U.S. Forest Service at Ninemile Remount and Quartz Ranger Stations, and also
at the National Bison Range. He also ranched in the Moiese Valley for several years until his
retirement in 1966. After his retirement, he lived in Bigfork for a while, then moved to Ronan.

He was preceded in death by one brother, Roy Largent and three sisters Bertha Byrne, Dena Foy
and Grace Smith.

Survivors include his wife, Jennie at the family home in Ronan; two sons, Walter Largent of
Ronan, Jim Largent of Moiese; Richard Largent of Richland, Wash.; Gregory Largent of Greeley,
Colo.; Kelsey Largent of Missoula; one great-granddaughter, Jessica Largent of Missoula; two
sisters, Gladys Parrish of Vancouver, Wash., and Esther Zini of Deary, lIdaho.

No public services will be held, by the request of the deceased. A private family gathering will
be at a later date.

The family suggests visits to an elder or a loved one as memorials.

Arrangements and cremation are under the direction of Shrider’s Mortuary of Ronan.”  November
16,1996 The Missoulian
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“Bison Range may expand

Moiese — The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wants to buy 29 acres adjacent to the National
Bison Range.

The land is along the north boundary of the Bison Range: in the SE1/4SW1/4 Section 26,
Township 10N, Range 21W. The money would come from the federal Land and Water
Conservation Fund and would be added as a boundary expansion.

The agency wants to buy the property to decrease trespass, preclude further housing
development, limit predation by domestic animals and to improve management of the refuge
boundary.

Comments on the expansion will be accepted through Feb. 1. Write Bill West, National Bison
Range, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese, Mont., 59824. Or call West at (406) 644-2211.” January

16, 1997 The Missoulian

“Bison Range plan under way

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service is writing a comprehensive management plan for the
National Bison Range Complex.

In the process, refuge managers will identify refuge goals, long range objectives, and strategies
to carry out the goals and objectives. The resulting plan will the public a picture of the refuge’s
future direction.

Issues to be addressed include grassland and wetland management, exotic weeds and public use.

To be placed on the mailing list to receive information about the planning process, write to
Refuge Manager, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Bison Range, 12 Bison Range Road,
Moiese, Mont. 59824 or 406-644-2211.

The National Bison Range Complex includes the National Bison Range, Ninepipe National
Wildlife Refuge, Pablo National Wildlife Refuge, Swan River National Wildlife Refuge, 12
waterfowl production areas in Lake and Flathead counties, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
easement program in northwestern Montana.” sherry Devlin, Missoulian January 17, 1997 The Missoulian



“Officials meet today on Bison Range plan by John Stromnes of the Missoulian

Moiese — The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service will meet with invited state, local and tribal
officials Thursday morning at the National Bison Range to discuss what should be included in a
new long-term management plan for the range and associated federally managed public land,
including Ninepipe, Pablo and Swan River national wildlife refuges and the Northwest Montana
Wetlands Management District, involving 12 waterfowl protection areas in Lake and Flathead
counties.

Dave Wiseman, refuge manager, said the comprehensive management planning is distinct from
the controversial proposal by the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes to assume governance
of the National Bison Range through a process called “compacting.”

Governance is who does the management. The plan involves what is to be done,” he said.

The meeting will start at 9:30 at the Bison Range. It is not a public meeting, in the sense that
participation of the general public will not be sought. But interested citizens ho have not been
specifically invited may attend if there is enough room in the conference center at the range.
Public participation in the planning process will come later this spring at series of open houses.
Dates are not yet set.

Wiseman said this will be the first comprehensive management plan to be developed since a
master plan was approved in 1972. It will identify refuge goals and plan long-range objectives
and strategies that will carry out the purposes for which the areas were established. The plan
should provide the public with a clear picture of the future management direction of the complex,
even though governance issues will not be addressed.

Some specific issues which will be discussed includes grassland and wetland management,
exotic weeds, and public use.” January 30,1997 The Missoulian
“Susan Inez McCollum

St. Ignatius — Susan Inez McCollum, 64, of St. Ignatius passed away peacefully Monday, Feb.
17, at her family home in the company of her three children.

She was born Oct. 7, 1932, in Laurel to Victor and Helen Williams. She and her family moved
to several locations in Montana and spent some time in Washington and Oregon. Susan
graduated from high school in 1950 in St. Ignatius.

In 1951, a daughter, Cherie, was born to Susan and her first husband, Richard Morigeau.



Later Susan worked for several years at the Montauk Café in St. Ignatius where she made many
friends and first met Bruce McCollum. On Oct. 30, 1959, she was married to Bruce at the old
McCollum ranch.

Shortly after her second daughter, Mary, was born in April of 1962, the family moved to Golden,
Colo., and Bruce attended school in Denver. About a year later they returned to the Mission
Valley where a son, Will, was born in 1965.

The family ranched in the Mission Valley for many years and during this time, Susan worked
from 1970 to 1992 at the National Bison Range as a clerk/secretary.

Susan loved to garden. She always had beautiful flowers in the yard and plants all over her
house. She was a loving, patient mother and wife and later had several grandchildren she loved
to spend time with them.

On Oct. 13, 1991, Susan was baptized as a Jehovah’s Witness. She gained much strength from
her Christian brothers and sisters and the faith she found through them and the Bible.

Survivors include two daughters and their husbands, Cherie and Jim Landis of Toledo, Ore., and
Mary and Joe Read of Ronan; a sonand his wife, Will and Paula McCollum of St. Ignatius; two
brothers, and their wives, Don and Marina Williams of Arizona and Vic and Joyce of Texas;
seven grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; several nephews and nieces.

Memorial services will be 11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 20, at Kingdom Hall in St. Ignatius with
Robert Martinez officiating. A reception will follow at the St. Ignatius Senior Citizens Center.

The family suggests memorials may be made in Susan’s name to the Missoula County Cancer
Association, 3005 Queen, Missoula, Mont., 59801, or to a charity of the donor’s choice.

Arrangements are under the direction and care of the Sunset Memorial Funeral Home in
Missoula.”  February 19, 1997 The Missoulian



“Prescribed burning planned on Bison Range

Moiese — The National Bison Range will burn thick underbrush, duff and grass under old-growth
pine forests on the refuge during April.

Range manager David Wiseman said he is worried about the build-up of fuels in the older
forests.

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Confederated Salish and Kootenai tribal fire management
staff and the U.S. Forest Service will work together on the burns. About 480 spread over five
states are planned for burning.

Visitors taking the 19-mile Red Sleep Mountain Drive this summer will have a chance to see the
results of the spring fires, Wiseman said.”  sherry Devlin, Missoulian March 26, 1997 The Missoulian
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A helicopter

TOM BAUER/Missoulian

moves about 40 elk towards a pen on the National Bison Range Wednesday during a roundup that is part of a periodic reduction of the area's herd. In a few days, the elk will be
transplanted to new ranges in western Montana.

Roundup on the range

Spring culling at National Bison Range sows seeds for new elk herds

By DARYL GADBOW
of the Missoulian

capacity of the range to support them,
according to Bison Range manager David

OIESE - With a little coaxing from
M a low-flying helicopter, about 40

elk at the National Bison Range
began a journey to new homes in western
Montana Wednesday morning.

Half the elk will go to the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and
the rest to the Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes. The FWP’s elk will be
transplanted in the Thompson River area
southwest of Kalispell. The tribe’s elk are
destined for their new range near Niarada in
the northwest corner of the Flathead Indian
Reservation.

Wednesday’s roundup was part of a
periodic reduction of the Bison Range elk
herd to keep their numbers within the

“It depends on range conditions for each
species,” he said. “We try to keep the elk
population between 125 and 150. We have
about 200 now.”

Already this spring, the Bison Range sent
11 elk to Fort Niobrara National Wildlife
Refuge in Nebraska, Wiseman said.

The Bison Range has a long history of
providing elk to start herds in other
locations or to augment existing
populations.

“Do you know where the Yellowstone
Park elk came from?” asked Wiseman,
“Right here.”

Wiseman had hoped to ship out a mix of
about 30 cows and calves and 10 bulls
Wednesday.

“Our herd is skewed toward bulls,” he
said. “We keep more bulls than a regular
land manager does. It keeps production
down and gives people a chance to see more
big bulls. But we don’t want to keep taking
cows and calves all the time so they're not
all related.”

But Wiseman’s plans were foiled when a
group of bulls, which were separated from
the cows and calves, refused to cooperate
with FWP helicopter pilot Lee Anderson of
Helena.

“I could have run into them with the
helicopter and I think those bulls would
have still gone their own way,” said
Anderson. “They just scattered into the
timber and it was all over.”

But the cows and calves came along
without a hitch, despite being herded about
three miles over rough, mountainous

i MISSOULA

Missoultan
terrain, with Anderson’s copter hovering
and dodging just 20 feet above them.

“You've got to understand a little about
the herding instinct of animals,” explained
See ROUNDUP, Page A12

Cont.




“Anderson. “It’s not like just moving animals from one side of a lot to the other. One big cow —
the leader — kept wanting to run back up the hill. The rest wanted to follow her. So you try to
use the leader to your advantage.

“You can watch’em learn as you go along. They’ll try one thing to get away, and it doesn’t
work, so they try a new trick.”

FWP regional wildlife manager Harvey Nyberg, who will take charge of the state agency’s
portion of the elk, said he wasn’t disappointed in the lack of bulls in the group rounded up at the
Bison Range.

“We don’t like to get a lot of bulls,” said Nyberg. “We don’t like to get involved with a situation
that looks like a put-and-take operation. We like to get a mixed herd, but more cows than bulls.

“We’d take a few more bulls, but I’'m very satisfied with this group.”

Nyberg said members of a local chapter of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation had volunteered
to transport the elk by horse trailer to the Thompson River area.

“They’ve got surplus elk here,” said Nyberg. “They’ve got to put’em someplace and we’ve got a
place for ’em. We’ve got various places, in fact, but there’s so much snow this year our options
are limited. You’ve got to be able to get a horse trailer into it.”

Before the elk can leave the Bison Range, Wiseman sad, they must be tested brucellosis and
tuberculosis. The tuberculosis test takes three days, so the elk will be held in pens until they are
moved Saturday.

Neither disease has been a problem with Bison range animals, including bison, Wiseman said.

We haven’t had a positive brucellosis test in over 20 years,” he said. “And we’ve been certified
brucellosis-free since early ‘80s.”

No further reduction in the Bison Range elk herd are planned this spring, but Wiseman said a
few more may be removed in the fall. In fact, the Bison Range might be willing to accept a few
elk from outside the refuge to improve the genetic diversity of the herd.

“We haven’t seen any signs of inbreeding yet,” said Wiseman. “But it’s a lot easier to prevent
than to cure.”

In the meantime, the band of 40 that was rounded up Wednesday will get a few days rest before
heading off to their new homes.” March 27,1997 The Missoulian
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A HELICOPTER herds about 40 elk toward a holding pen on the
National Bison Range at Moise during a recent roundup — part of a
periodic reduction of the herd. After being tested for brucellosis and
tuberculosis, the elk will be transported to other areas of western
Montana. °

March 31, 1997 The Missoulian
“Explore the world above at Bison Range workshop

Teachers an explore planets, meteors, stars and comets, as well as myths and stories about the
heavens, at a discovery workshop at the National Bison Range on Saturday, April 26.

The workshop is sponsored by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Participating teachers re
eligible to receive up to 10 recertification credits. The workshop also will cover cloud formations
and weather phenomena. An afternoon field trip will focus on flight patterns and identification
of birds. An optional evening field trip from 6 to 9 p. m., will cover night flying creatures such as
bats and owls.

Activities and handouts for teachers to use in classrooms will be resented. Preregistration is
required. For more information and registration forms, call Pat Jamieson or Terri Middlemist at
the National Bison Range, at 406-644-2211. There is a $10 registration fee.” April 10,1997 The

Missoulian



Tribal
tours

Native Ed-Ventures
offers a unique view
of reservation sights

By DARYL GADBOW
of the Missoulian

ABLO - When Mary Jane

Charlo was a child, she was

among the last students to
attend the Ursuline boarding
academy for Indians at the St.
Ignatius Mission before the school

was closed in the early 1960s.
One of her chores there was to
clean the
3 church’s choir
One option loft. One day
of the she and a friend
decided to
/ ; sneak a puff of
tours is a cigarette
staying with while they were
alone in the

a host family
on the
reservation.

loft. Later, out
of guilt and fear
of reprisal from
the all-seeing
saints, Charlo
confessed her transgression to one
of the nuns.

She thought she would be
punished, she said, “but nothing
ever happened. We were
unsupervised a lot of the time
there. I liked it a lot. I had more
freedom there than I did at home.
My parents were very strict.”

Personal stories like that are the
kind visitors are treated to if
Charlo is their guide on a Native
Ed-Ventures tour of the Flathead
Indian Reservation.

Native Ed-Ventures is a tourism
service of the Salish and Kootenai
Tribes’ People’s Center in Pablo.
The business offers guided tours
that provide a native perspective
on the history of the reservation
and the culture of the people.

Several tour packages are
available on a regular basis. The
full-day “A Walk Through Time”
tour includes visits to Kerr Dam,
the National Bison Range, the

People’s Center museum, and the
St. Ignatius Mission.

There’s also a half-day “History,
Heritage and Culture” tour of Kerr
Dam and the People’s Center
museum. Powwow tours are
available during the Arlee
Powwow, July 2-7, and the Elmo
Powwow, July 16-21. Three-day
“Traditional Encampment” tours
will be scheduled twice this
summer, in July and August.
Customized itineraries for
families, groups or individuals can
be arranged.

The St. Ignatius Mission is the
favorite tour stop for Charlo, who
was the first guide hired by Native
Ed-Ventures when it started in
1994,

“I like to take people there
because I can talk about my
personal experience there with the
Jesuit missionaries,” Charlo said.
“So it ends up being a real
personal experience for them.”

And the sharing of experience
can work both ways, she said.

“I had a woman from
Hollywood come stay with us to see
the powwow,” she said. “She
obviously had a lot of money and

she was all dressed up. I thought
‘God, do I have to have that
woman stay with me and camp with
me at the powwow?’ :

“But this woman, she was th
sweetest woman. We had a lot of
fun and got to
be good
friends. I've
really learned a
lot from
meeting
interesting
people.”

A group of
visitors from
England that
she guided on a
tour of the
National Bison

Range
provided another interesting
cultural exchange for Charlo. *

“They were talking about
apartheid,” she said. “And they
said that if England left South
Africa its economy would fail. I got
in an argument with them about it.
I compared what the English did in
South Africa with what the whites
did to Indians in America, putting
them on reservations.

“I guess they weren’t angry
because they recommended me as
a guide to another couple visiting
from England.”

Charlo, who recently was named
education director of the People’s
Center, manages to effortlessly
weave history, personal anecdotes
and current issues into her tour
presentations, which seem more
like a friendly conversation.

“I'm a tribal member and a
descendent of all three tribes -
Salish, Kootenai and Pend
d'Oreille,” said Charlo. “One of
the reasons they hired me is that I
know a lot of people and pretty
much get along with them.

“I grew up in Evaro and went to
the Ursuline boarding school. But I
graduated from high school at
Frenchtown and graduated from
the University of Montana. So I'm
pretty much well-rounded.”

“She’s our best guide,” said
Native Ed-Ventures manager
Marianne “Wally” Gopher. “She
brings a lot of humor into it.”

All guides are hired on a
contract basis for each individual

See TOUR, Page A10

TOM BAUER/Missoulian
Mary Jane Charlo guides
Native Ed-Ventures tours of the
Flathead Indian Reservation,
visiting sites like Kerr Dam and
giving a personal perspective
when she can

TOUR PRICES

1. A Walk Through Time - A full-
day tour, approximately 6 hours,
§$50 per person, two-person
minimum.

2. History, Heritage and Culture -
A half-day tour, approximately 3
hours, $30 per person, two-person
minimum.

s - Arlee, July 2-7; Elmo,
July 16-21; $35 per person, two-
person minimum,

4. Traditional Encampment -~
Three-day tours, call for dates and
details.

5. Customized Itineraries -
Multiday itineraries are available
for families, groups or individuals.
Call for details.

6. Peopie’s Center Museum - No
charge. Call ahead for personal
guided tour, or visit on your own.

W For more information about Native
Ed-Ventures tours, call 1-800-883-
5344,




Tour

Continued

tour, she said.

“I have a long resource list of
guides,” Gopher added. “When
people call and request a tour, I get
information on them so I can pick
the right guide for them.

“If their interest is
anthropology, I might get a

‘professor from the (Salish-
Kootenai) College. Or if they're
interested in wildlife, I can get
someone from the tribes’ natural
resource department, like a
biologist or wildlife student. We
have a lot of expertise in certain
areas within our tribal
departments.”

The majority of people who have
taken the tours are from out of

—state, she said, with a surprising
number from other countries.
Advertising in “Native Peoples”
and “Rocky Mountain
International” magazines has given
the tours broad national and
international exposure.

Few local residents have taken
advantage of the tours so far,
according to Gopher.

“They’re probably just not aware
of it,” she said. “I would think it
would be an excellent option for
teachers in outlying towns around
the reservation to familiarize
themselves with the reservation and
its history.”

. After a slow start in 1994 and
1995, Native Ed-Ventures picked
up steam last summer, giving tours
to 40 groups.

. “Hopefully, this year we’ll
increase that,” said Gopher. “It
takes a while to establish a credible
business.”

. While the “heritage and history”
tours have been most in demand by
visitors, Gopher said, there has
béen increasing interest in the
POWWOW tours.

- One option of the powwow tours
is:staying with a host family on the
reservation.

“With a small group or a family,
we try to set them up to stay with a
local family as their hosts and
guides, to show them around during
the powwows,” Gopher said.

“That’s when we get the most
requests for that service.

“A couple from Belgium stayed
with a lady in Elmo for the powwow
last year. She’s going to come back
for the Arlee Powwow this year.
There’s been more interest in that
lately. It gives visitors more of a
personal visit. They’re not treated
as tourists.

“And in most cases they
establish a friendship. That’s why I
set them up with a family with
similar interests. Then they leave
with more than just a passing
knowledge about the reservation.
Once they get that oral
interpretation, especially from a
native person, I think it means
more to them.”

Tours of the People’s Center
museum, with its displays of
historical artifacts, photos and
native art works, are available at-no
charge.

Dalon Weaselhead, the
museum’s curator, or other
members of the People’s Center
staff are available to conduct
prearranged personal tours. Or
visitors can make the tour on their
own with a tape-recorded audio
presentation.

Weaselhead said he often
conducts tours for school children.

“I show them the buffalo-
bladder containers,” he said, “and
say ‘this is nature’s original

" Tupperware.’ I try to get them

laughing. It’s a hands-on kind of
museum.”

In the museum, youngsters can
go inside a “tule tipi” made of
cattails, and sit on a buffalo robe.
They can also see toys, games, tools
and clothing the Indians fashioned
from natural materials and learn
how they used them. !

Most of Native Ed-Ventures’
tours feature a “step-on” guide who
accompanies visitors in their
vehicle. But other arrangements
can be made, Gopher said.

“We can provide buses for
groups,” she said, “or horses if they
want to ride. Or they can take a
hike. Like I said, we have a lot of
resources. My motto here is
anything’s possible.”

May 3, 1997 The Missoulian




“Head to where the birds fly, climb Red Sleep

Moiese — International Migratory Bird Day takes flight at the National Bison Range on Saturday,
May 10.

As part of the celebration, the Bison Range will open Red Sleep Mountain Drive — a 19-mile,
one-way gravel tour that climbs 2,000 feet to high point on the range, then descends along steep,
10 percent-grade hills.

The range will open at 7 a.m. Visitors should start the Red Sleep Mountain excursion by 7 p. m.
to finish the trip before the range closes at dark. Fees will be charged for the drives.

A bird-watching expedition along Red Sleep Mountain Drive will begin at 8 a.m. on Bird Day.
An advanced birding hike and beginning bird walk also are planned. All trips have limited
space. Call the Bison Range at 406-644-2211 to register.

At 1 p. m. in the visitor’s center, Dale Becker will give a talk on the reintroduction of trumpeter
wans in the Mission Valley. Nineteen birds were released las May at Pablo National Wildlife
Refuge as part of a plan to establish a population in the valley. Becker will discuss the
reintroduction and the probability of the birds’ return this year.

Other activities planned for Migratory Bird Day include an 11 a.m. talk on bluebird habitat and
houses, talks at noon and 2 p.m. on attracting and feeding birds, and trivia and identification
contests throughout the day — all at the visitor’s center.” May 8, 1997 The Missoulian

“Auduboners visit Stone, Freezeout

Five Valleys Audubon Society will sponsor two outings this weekend.

The first: A half-day trip to Stone Container Corp.’s settling ponds to look for migrating shore
birds. Larry Weeks will lead the trip. Meet at Adams Field House at 8 a.m. or at the mill at 8:30
a.m.

The second: A weekend campout at Freezeout Lake and Pishkin Reservoir led by Joe Regan.
Reserve a spot by calling 721-164.

Five Valley’s regular monthly meeting is at 7:30 p.m. Monday in Room 307 of the University of
Montana Botany Building.

The program: A talk by Dave Wiseman, refuge manager at the National Bison Range, Wiseman
will present a slide program on birding opportunities and activities at the Mission Valley’s
wildlife refuges.



Wiseman has experience on the staff or as manager at Flint Hills, Marais des Cygne, Tishomingo
and Sequoia refuges.” May 8, 1997 The Missoulian

Five Valleys Audubon Society, monthly meeting, 7:30 p.m., Botany Building, Room 307,
University of Montana campus. Program: Dave Wiseman, National Bison Range.” May 12,1997 The

Missoulian

“Bison Range ride set for Sunday

Moiese — The Mission Rangers Saddle Clun will sponsor its annual National Bison Range Trail
Ride Sunday. The ride begins at 9 a.m. and ends around 4 p.m.

Tickets are $20 each. Included is a steak lunch served by the St. Ignatius Chamber of
Commerce.

There is also to be a fund-raising dinner hosted by the St. Ignatius Baseball Program and a dance
with music by Hot Tamales tonight

Tickets for the Bison Range ride must be purchased by today. For information call (406) 745-
3024.” May 17,1997 The Missoulian
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“Moiese Bison Range trip for seniors —

Transportation, guides and lunch provided. Plan on light hiking and photo opportunities. Meets

June 24, 9 am. to 5 p.m. For ages 50 and older. Fee is $35. Register by June 13.” June3,1997 The
Missoulian & June 10, 1997 The Missoulian

“Take a Llama trek

Join Tranquility Base Lalamas for a daylong trek to Squaw Peak on Friday, Aug. 1, in a program
sponsored by the Missoula Parks and Recreation Department.

From the summit, enjoy views of the National Bison Range, Flathead Lake, Mission Mountains
and Bitterroots. Lunch is provided. The registration fee is $37 per person. The deadline for
registration is Friday.

Bring snacks, water and a jacket. Wear hiking boots. Llamas will carry your lunch and gear ...
but not you. The event is designed for ages 10 and up. Children ages 7 to 9 may register if
accompanied by a parent or guardian. For more information call the Parks and Recreation office
at 721-PARK.” uuly 24,1997 The Missoulian



v Winning the war on weeds with ...

v TOM BAUER/Missoulian
BIll West, assistant manager at the National Bison Range, shows proof of the success of the chrysolina beetle in controlling St. Johnswort: the dried remnants
of the waist-high weed common on the bison range two years ago and the sickly, shortened weeds only seen in small patches this summer.

A little beetle juice

Shiny black
bandits chew
through
choking weeds
at the National
Bison Range

By SHERRY DEVLIN
of the Missoulian

MOIESE - The Palouse prairie
grow strong and tall on

Antelope Ridge this summer, their
green and golden blanket touched only
by the shacfow of passing clouds.

Theirs is a prairie reborn, silent but
stunning proo?of a biological solution
to a biological problem.

Bill West is not surprised, but he is
thankful.

Two years ago, West stood across
from this same ridge on the National
Bison Range, in the foothills of the

Mission Mountains, and lamented the
loss of a grassland that helped to save
the American bison from extinction.

The hillside was stained with a rusty
waist-high weed called St. Johnswort, a
Mediterranean plant that had
overwhelmed 8,000 acres of the 18,500-
acre bison range.

“Our native plants are sick,” West
said then. And no one seemed to care -
not the public, not politicians, not
policymakers. “I couldn’t fill a phone
booth in Washington, D.C.,, for a weed
meeting,” he said.

Then West, the bison range’s assistant
manager, witnessed an incredible

demonstration of the chrysolina beetle’s
appetite for St. Johnswort.

Working at ground level and just
below the surface, the shiny black-
metallic beetle chews away each new
shoot offered by the weed and eventually
starves the roots - and kills the plant.

At the bison range, the beetle
reduced the acreage of St. Johnswort to
less than 400 acres by this summer, a 95
percent reduction. And the plants that
remain are weak-stalked and no more
than ankle-high.

See BEETLE, Page A3
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The native grasses - Idaho fescue,
bluebunch wheatgrass and rough
fescue - are back, reclaiming their

lace on hillsides and in And
st is attracting at least a bit more
attention to his war on weeds.

“The bugs did the job,” West said
one morning last week. “The St,
Johnswort story tells me that we can
have a positive effect by doing
something. The idea of giving up or
of letting weeds take their course is
not something I could promote or
accept. Not when | out across
this salad bowl of a prairie.”

The National Bison Range and its
related rcflzfes and wetlands in the
Mission and Flathead valleys harbor
one of the largest intact remnants of

. the Palouse prairie, maybe the largest.

' control p

It also has the nation's largest,
most comprehensive biological
am for weeds - insects
intentionally let loose on unwanted
exotic plants, Twenty-three species of
insects are at work on the bison
range’s 12 species of noxious weeds.

The most visible results are
those produced by the chrysolina
beetle on St. Johnswort, although
West also is encouraged by the work
of the weevil galerucella calmariensis
on purple loosestrife - “it looks like a
fire went through and the only thin;
that burned was purple loosestrife.’

“If we had tried to use herbicides,
it would have been a $400,000
operation - just for the St.
Johnswort,” West said. “And we
would have killed the other broad-
leafed plants and caused all the other
related impacts on the environment.”

“It would have been
irresponsible,” said bison range
manager David Wiseman. “We
would have destroyed the prairie.”

Of course, Wiseman said, he
would never have had $400,000 to
spend on herbicides, as that’s about
half the budget he has per year to run
the entire range.

Both Wiseman and West
cautioned, though, that insects -
biocontrols — are not the “the silver
bullet” that will push back each
successive invasion of exotic plants.

“There are a dozen exotics that we
worry about, and each needs its own
strategy,” West said. For some weeds,
insects are the answer or part of the
answer. For others, herbicides are
réquired. For some, there is no
answer yet.

“No one thing is going to work on

July 27,1997 The Missoulian
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larger lan, " Wiseman said,
“Spraying herbicides should be your
last alternative, but you need it if
nothing else works.’

Itis galled integrated pest
management, Wiseman said.

The bison range is using five
different biocontrols on knapweed,
but none have proven as voracious as
the chrysolina beetle or the aplocera
plx:!giata moth (which chews leaves
and stalks) on St. Johnswort.

West also hasn’t found an
effective biocontrol for dalmatian
toadflax, the most worrisome weed
on the bison range. Aerial spraying
may be needed, he said.

And he is worried about the
approach of leafy spurge, which is
working its way down the Clark Fork
River and up the Flathead - and
which “takes in herbicides and spits
them out.”

Yellow star thistle is also nearing
the bison range. The thistle, West
said, is a relative of knapweed, “but
one with big, ugly thorns, You can't
even walk through it, and it’s in the
Snake River country already.”

For new arrivals, West advocates a

uick response with herbicides. “Nuke

m,” he said. “You shouldn’t delay
and let new ones take hold.”

For large infestations, like St.

e

cal the Lake County Weed Offce at 406-883-
1 Range at oy o et

Johnswort in 1995, biocontrols are
the most economical, efficient and
carmwfriendly response, h;os(ﬁd

“We are trying to get a
balance here onnlshc bﬁn range,” said
Wiseman. “But nationally, we need
more ition of the extent of the
o iy oy by

mment si 't i
tgh:teweedsmasmuchathreanothe
western United States as are wildfires.”

Weed-control money still must
come from the bison range’s
discretionary budget. Research into
new biocontrols is limited, and
focuses more on agricultural weeds
than on exotics in lands.

“I’s not like a fire, where
someone drops out of the sky with
expertise and money,” said West.
“The government is waking up.
There is some talk of budgets and
such. But biocontrol isn't talked
about nearly enough. And neither is
the integrated approach that we
believe in.”

But West's got the proof - on
Antelope Ridge and dozens of other
ridges like it this summer. There was
no yellow bloom of St. Johnswort this
spring; there’ll be no rusty stain as the
weed dries this summer and fall.
There is only the wind and the silent
waves of wheatgrass and fescue.

“The natives,” West said.

SAI
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A Meadowlark excercises its vocal chords on one of our recent sunny days at the bison range north of Missoula.

August 25, 1997 The Missoulian
“Hit the Bison Range

Moiese — Fall is a great time to visit the National Bison Range to observe deer, elk, pronghorn
antelope and bison undisturbed by the usual summer crowds.

Starting Tuesday, Sept. 2, the Bison Range will begin its fall hours. The visitors center will be
open daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and scenic tours will be open from 7 a.m. until dark. Visitors
need to begin the Red Sleep Mountain Drive by 6 p.m. to complete it befoOre the main gate closes
at dark. The 19-mile, one-way road takes about 90 minutes to two hours to drive. The shorter
Buffalo Prairie Drive takes about 20 to 30 minutes. There is a $4 fee per vehicle. A Bison Range
season pass is $10.

For more information, call 406-644-2211.” August 28,1997 The Missoulian
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Much snow, many water holes ... expect a good waterfowl season

Nesting was late
this year and
predators plentiful,
but a large number
of young birds were
banded in August

By DARYL GADBOW
of the Missoulian

Western Montana waterfowl
hunters are looking forward to a
banner season, what with a longer
season, more liberal bag limits and
record numbers of ducks and geese
in the Pacific Flyway.

Of coursey most of those ducks
are still in Canada and hunters
here won't se¢ them until some
wintry weather sends them south,

But when the season opens this
Saturday, hunters can expect to sce
plenty of local birds in the Mission
and Flathead valleys, according to
state and federal wildlife managers,

Ninepipe National Wildlife
Refuge manager John Grant of the
Montana Department of Fish,
Wildlife and Parks said ducks and

eese are plentiful in the Mission
alley.

“It seems the nesting season got
a late start,” said Grant. “It didn’t
look too good carly, Bat the

VN 1
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number of birds banded (by the
U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Salish and Kootenai Tribes and the

University of Montana
Cooperative Wildlife Research
Unit) in the valley this year was the
best ever."

Joe Ball of the UM research
unit said he isn't sure how to
account for the large number of
young ducks banded in August.

In the nesting arcas he and his
students surveyed, ducks were hit
hard by predators this spring, Ball
said.

“They didn’t do too well," he
said,

Skunks, red foxes and coyotes
did most of the damage to nesting
ducks, Ball added.

But the annual banding project
in August turned up large numbers
of young birds. He said the birds
may have migrated into the valley
early, or they may have been raised
locally in the area’s many other
wetlands.

Grant believes the latter
situation is the case,

“The way conditions were," said
Grant, "with & lot of cover and
water, the local birds might have
been spread out more during
nesting,"

The outlook for geese is
excellent, according to Bill West of
the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service
at the National Bison Range in
Moiese.

“Once again, we have really
good geese populations,” said
West. "I wouldn't be surprised if
there are 7,000 to 8,000 Canada
geese between Kalispell and the
Mission Valley,

“Atone time there was a 20-
year period in the *70s and '80s
when we thought we'd be lucky to
see 3,000, They are pests in some
places, But in most places people
are taking advantage of the three-
goose (daily) limit we have now.”

Last winter's abundant

snowpack has resulted in increased
wetland areas, Grant said,

“There's a lot of water around,”
he said, “There are a lot of
potholes east of the highway (U.S,
93) that have water that were dried
up for the past couple of years,
And there are ducks on quite a few
different wetlunds, So there will be
more hunting opportunities
opened up.”

Hunting pits at Nincpipe will be
issued by drawing this Suturday,
Grant said. The drawing will be
held at the FWP check-in area west
of the reservoir on Ninepipe Road
at 6 a.m. After opening day, pits
will be assigned on a first-come,
first-served basis.
aterfow! numbers in the
Bitterroot Valley are still relatively
low, according to Pat Gon:
manager of the Lee Mel
National Wildlife Refuge in
Stevensville,

“We've got 4 lot of diversity in
species with the birds that are

here,” said Gonzalez. “But we
don't have high numbers of ducks
yet. We haven't had a lot of cold
weather to bring the birds down
from the north. I think it’s going to
be a good year, though, wil a lot
of opportunities for hunting.’

Pheasant numbers in the
Mission Valley appear to be about
average, according to Ball.
Pheasant hunting season opens
Saturday, Oct. 11,

“'Six weeks ago, I'd have said it
was pretty slim,” Ball said, “But
they seem to be coming out of the
woodwork ever since. It looks like
the pheasant population is at least
average.”

A late nesting season for
pheasants will result in a lot of
immature birds in the field when
the hunting season opens, Grant
said.

“A lot of the birds are really
small right now,"” he said. “They're
about the size of a partridge.”
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prepare:
couple of the horses
10 be used for the
annual bison roundup
4t the National Bison
Range at Moiese.

Bison are ‘five times strbrgger and 10 times faster than a cow. If they look at you, you'd better just let them go.’

~ Brent Woodger, National Bison Range

OUT-ON THE RANGE

* Driving bison
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The annual National Bison Range roundup pits the wranglers against the bulls

Written by SHERRY DEVLIN
Photographed by KURT WILSON
of the Missoulian

OIESE - Tim Driscoll
deposited a double-fistful of
onions on his chili and
considered the difference
between the bison he chmd all morning
and the cows twel
“Horns,” he offered bclwun bites.
“And they turn on you. So you've got
to watch what you’re doing. And the old
h urt bulls are cranky. So you've got to be
run,

to

Dmeull hefted an onion-mounded
‘hamburger to his mouth. It was lunch
hour on the first day of the bison
roundup at the National Bison Range,
‘The day fence builders and carpenters
and biologists become wranglers.

The best workday of the year,

Driscoll was in shirt sleeves, defyin,
the winter's-coming cold blowing off the
Mission Mountains. He's done ranch
work all his life, until 10 years ago on
cattle ranches, since then at the Bison

ange.

“It's all just work,” he said.

Except early each October, when the
fence-menders-turned-wranglers bring in
lhenugudwhlmplmalvnmn
it’s a week on horscback clearit

fenced ravine just above the co
two days of cutting a crmpll:

dozen animals at a time from the herd

and running them hard - downhill - to

vaccinating. One hundred animals are
sold to private ranches or donated to
Indian tribes, bison researchers or other
wildlife refuges, the rest returned to

relative freedom on the 16,000-acre

refuge.

A few big old bulls wwessfully
resisted this year's effort at asse:
Driscoll said. Two hid in the hmxh lhen

went through a fence. The cowboys gave
chase until their horses tired.

They left another along the creck
bottom - “Old Creck Bottom,” Driscoll
said, “There’s always a hurt old bull
down there and we always call him Old
Creek Bottom, but I think it’s a different
hun old Imll every year,

bull too Illrd and he'll lift

straight his tail, look you in the eye and
charge, Driscoll told. The best response:
n."

“Rui

The National Bison Range was
born in 1908 of the campaign to save the
American bison from extinction. Thirty
animals were pastured here then. Ten
others were added later,

All the rest —a hundred or more
calves a year these years — were bred and
born at the Bison Range, each recorded
at the annual roundup and branded with
their year of birth. This decade on the
right hip, next decade on the left.

At the end of every year's roundup, one lucky wrangler is chosen 1o hang his of her
hat on the wall, signifying their success in the calf-prediction pool.

Range manager Dave Wiseman keeps
the herd to about 400 animals, what the
grass can sustain over the long winter. He
tries, (00, to keep the ratio of cows to
bulls at about what a herd would have in
the wild: 40 percent bulls, 60 percent

cows.

The longer hison are kept in fenced
environs - at the Bison Range, they're
rotated among eight fenced pastures —
the more important the cfforts to keep
the herd as wild as possible. Otherwise,
Wiscman says, they Il just be shaggy-
headed cows.

Doubt not, though, that these bison
are wild, said Darren Thomas, most days
the fencing foreman at the National
Bison Range, but for roundup a
wrangler.

Doubt not, too, that Thomas was the
wildest of the riders at this week's
roundup - and the only one wearing
tennis shoes. oy boots’
hooted to & co-worker’s ingy

a 5

"I love chasing buffaloes,” Thomas
said soon after racing 200 out of the
ravine where they had pastured
overnight. “Not as much as I love
building fence, though.”

*“I'd just as soon chase buffaloes and
break fences in the morning, then build
fence all afternoon. That would be nice.™

Monday morning, the chase began
with three wranglers - Thomas included
~ at the top of a ridge turned red, then
quickly orange, then beige by the rising
sun. The bison squeezed together,
smelling the slow approach of horses and
riders. The horses shivered in
anticipation.

Buffaloes, Thomas explained, smell

See BISON Page C2
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different than cows. And these
horses love unning after
buffaloes. “They're like dogs
chasing cars,” he said. “They
want to go.

And so they did, the
wranglers spreading wide across
the hill, the bison stampeding

. down and around, igniting a
dust cloud under and behind,
lumbering more than
thundering, parting to negotiate
a mid-hill marsh, then swarming
tightly k together.

riders whooped and

hollered, the bison grunted and
snorted like pigs, the silence of
the dawn erased

Bison don’t walk. They stand
or they stampede. And 5o, too,
must the horses and riders.

Driving the herd is dangerous

work, although less dangerous
than trying to move five or six
animals. Then you get five or six
attitudes. In the herd, all follow
the lead of “mama boss cow,”
down the hill, around the

corner and through a gate.

“Nice,” proclaimed Thomas.
Very nice,

Trouble, the wranglers
know, is never more than a
horn’s length away.

Bill West relearned the
lesson this roundup, when a big
bull with stubby horns turned
on him during a sidehill run.
West was 100 yards away, but
covered 50 yards of the gap to
show the bull he meant
business.

The bull did the same, lifting
its tail and dropping its head.
When West signaled a retreat
10 his horse, the animal instead
quartered itself to the bull and
stopped. And the bull
continued, butting head-to-
chest with the horse, sending
horse and rider to the ground.

Better to have a horse that -
if not fears — at least respects
the size and strength of a bison.
West said. Both he and his
horse weathered their
encounter with the bull, but
West wasn'’t looking for a
repeat.

“My horse is a little too
excited,” he said after a
morning of cutting bison from
the main herd and bringing
them into the cor Chat last
run, he just about passed the
herd. He's like a horse at the
racetrack.”

Still, West insists that horses
= not riders - do most
work at the roundup.
holding on,” he said
hired for my horsemanship.
was hired for my biology. I was
hired because | know weeds.”

And, in fact, the only serious
injury incurred this week came
when a fence-mender-
bricl r-turned-cowboy took
a four-wheeler rather than a
horse up the hill to split the
herd in half on Sunday — in
preparation for the roundup’s
Monday-morning start

Skip Palmer and ATV hit a
ditch, flipped and landed just
wrong, breaking Palmer’s arm
in two places. When he met the

sher riders at dawn Monday
s arm was in a sling and
work relegated 1o watching
) a gate at the corral
been bucked off a
2 few times, but those
s will kill you,

ring
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And these horses love running after buffaloes.
‘They're like dogs chasing cars. They want to go.

his swollen hand, shaking the
scrunched-felt cowboy hat on
his head. Much of the rest of
the year is spent alone, building
fence (nine miles of new fence
this season, plus many,
more miles of maintenanc
carpeting offices, shoeing
horses, repairing picnic tables.
These are the days together,
working hard, but playing too.

“There are seven of us in the
maintenance crew,” Palmer
said, “We all have some
specialty from our former lives:
bricklayer, finish carpenter,
construction. And we all build
fence. And do odd jobs. And
ride the roundup.”

Brent Woodger has three
wards of advice for first-time
riders at the bison roundup:
“Don’t get hooked.”

Bison are “five times
stronger and 10 times faster
than a cow,” Woodger said at
midday Monday, saddling an
appaloosa for the coming
afternoon on the hill. “If they
look at you, you'd better just let
them go.

Woodger is a horseshoer at
the Bison Range and one of the
more adept riders, Bison will
turn in mid-stampede and head
back at you, he said. But it all
happens so fast, there's no time
1o be scared. Only time to move
out of the way.

Which is what Woodger did
when a bull pivoted and
retreated from the cut on
Monday, making the crowd in
the corral gasp. “Another near
miss,” came lhc ml.lmuli(m

“Yikes,” the
Atl .%mnmd | 900 pounds,
the big old bulls always have the
right-of-way, Woodger said
later. But it is actually the old
cows —wranglers call them “the
big old heads™ - who balk at
making the final run to the
corra

“They remembe
hefore,” he said.
what's comii
interested.

The names -

and cowboy
hats - of roundups past line the
wall of a booth above the corral
where range workers record
cach buffalo and its weight and
fate.

Ed Krantz, Darren Thomas,

Bob King, Kcith Krantz, Jim
Largent, Susan McCollum, Red
Hutchings, Carl Johnson, Bill
Bishop, Tony Pinclli

The names are those of the
winners of the coffee-can-kept
pool on the yearly ount,
Deposit $2 and extract one
number from the coffee can -
between 75 and 125, Whoever
comes closest wins, sort of.

He or she who holds the
correct calf count must use the
collected money to buy
beverages for the after-roundup
v, And they must donate
t they wore to roundup
for the wall

Thus the collection of black
and beige, straw and felt
cowboy hats, most notably the
full-fold crunched felt hat hung
on the nail by Pinelli after the
last roundup. His winning calf
count: 113

There’s much work to be
done in the week hefore and
the two days of the roundup,
said Thomas, the fencing
foreman-cum-cowboy-in-tennis-
shoes. But there's more fun

than work, by Thomas'
estimation
Lots of fun," he said. “And

fresh air. And chasing
buffaloes.

The roundup begins soon after daybreak with wrangler Darren Thomas chasing 200 buffaloes ~ half the herd - down the high-sloped ravine where

they grazed overnight to a holding area nearer the corral.

A newcomer’s first impression of the wild buffalo

buffalo. The ntic head. The high, heavy
shoulders. The Inl\g curly hair. The skinny
backside.

But buffaloes are quick-maneuvering, fast-
running creatures, impressive to all who have
made their acquaintance. Among the first
white people to observe - and write of - buffalo
on this continent was Pedro de Castaneda, who
traveled to the plains with Francisco Coronado
in 1541,

I tseems like \\uh an ungainly creature, the

His impressions:

Their faces are short and narrow between the
eyes, the forehead two spans wide. Their eyes
bulge on the side, so that when they run they can
see anyone who follows them. They are bearded
like lnrgc goats, and when they run they carry
their heads low, their beards touching the gmmul

From the middle of the body toward the rear,
they are covered with very fine wooly hair like that
of a coarse sheep, and from the belly forward they
have thick hair like the mane of a wild lion. They

KURT WILSON Missoulian

have a hump larger than that of a camel, and
their homs, which barely show through the hair,
are short and thick. During May, they shed their
hair on the rear half of the body, and then look
exactly like a lion.

They have a shon tail with a small bunch of
hair at the end, and when they run they cany it
erect like a scorpion. One peculiar thing is that
when they are calves, they are reddish. But in
time, as they become older, they change color and
appearance.
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AP photo
Wranglers on the National Bison Range at Moiese cut a small bunch of bison from the main herd and head them toward the corrals
during the annual roundup on the range earlier this month.

Bison roundup pits wranglers against bulls

By SHERRY DEVLIN
Missoulian

MOIESE (AP) — Tim Driscoll de-
posited a double-fistful of onions on
his chili and considered the differ-
ence between the bison he chased all
morning and the cows he used to
chase.

“Horns,” he offered between bites.

“And they turn on you. So you've
got to watch what you're doing. And
the old hurt bulls are cranky. So
you've got to be ready to run.”

Driscoll hefted an onion-mounded
hamburger to his mouth. It was lunch
hour on the first day of the bison
roundup at the National Bison
Range. The day fence builders and
carpenters and biologists become
wranglers.

Driscoll was in shirt sleeves, defy-
ing the winter's-coming cold blowing
off the Mission Mountains. He's done
ranch ‘vork all his life, until 10 years
ago on cattle ranches, since then at
the bison range.

“It's all just work,” he said.

Except early each October, when

2y 1

then. Ten others were added later.

All the rest — a hundred-or more
calves a year these years — were
bred and born at the bison range,
each recorded at the annual roundup
and branded with their year of birth.
This decade on the right hip, next
decade on the left.

Range manager Dave Wiseman
keeps the herd to about 400 animals,
what the grass can sustain over the
long winter. He tries, too, to keep the
ratio of cows to bulls at about what a
herd would have in the wild: 40 per-
cent bulls, 60 percent cows.

The longer bison are kept in fenced
environs — at the bison range,
they're rotated among eight fenced
pastures — the more important the
efforts to keep the herd as wild as
possible. Otherwise, Wiseman says,
they’ll just be shaggy-headed cows.

Doubt not, though, that these bison
are wild, said Darren Thomas, most
days the fencing foreman at the Na-
tional Bison Range, but for roundup a
wrangler.

Doubt not, too, that Thomas was
the wildest of the riders at this week's

the fence- L gl
bring in the range’s 400 bison plus

. Then it's a week on horseback
clearing the pastures of strays and
pushing the assembled herd to a
steep-sloped, high-fenced ravine just
1 the corral.

And two days of cutting a couple
dozen animals at a time from the
herd and running them hard —
—— downhill — to

“pA i the corral for
I'd justas  cyjing, branding
00N chase  and vaccinating.
buffaloes One hundred an-

imals are sold to
and break _ private ranches

in or donated to In-

b ce_s in the dian tribes, bison

rning, 3 researchersld' ?r

1 ' other  wildlife

n build ithosreat

ce all af- relur;)ed edm rela-

tive freedom on

ternoon. That & Y000 acre
would be refuge.

nice.” A few big old

bulls successful-
— Darren Thomas ly resisted this
——————— year's effort at
assembly,
Driscoll said. Two hid in the brush,
then jumped a couple of cattle guards
and went through a fence. The cow-
boys gave chase until their horses
tired.

“They left another along the creek
bettom — “Old Creek Bottom,"
Driscoll said. “There’s always a hurt
old bull down there and we always
call him Old Creek Bottom, but I
think it's a different hurt old bull
every year."

iPush a bull too hard, and he'll lift
straight his tail, look you in the eye
and charge, Driscoll said. The best
response: “Run.”

"The National Bison Range was
born in 1908 of the campaign to save
t ican bison from extincti

p — and the only one wearing
tennis shoes. “Cowboy boots?” he
hooted to a co-worker's inquiry. “I'm
not a cowboy.”

“I love chasing buffaloes,” Thomas
said soon after racing 200 out of the
ravine where they had pastured
overnight. “Not as much as [ love
building fence, though.”

The chase began with three wran-
glers — Thomas included — at the
top of a ridge turned red, then quick-
ly orange, then beige by the rising
sun. The bison squeezed together,
smelling the slow approach of horses
and riders. The horses shivered in an-
ticipation.

uffalogs, Thomas explained,
smell different than cows. And these
horses love running after buffaloes.
“They're like dogs chasing cars,” he
said. “They want to go.”

And so they did, the wranglers
spreading wide across the hill, the bi-
son stampeding down and around,
igniting a dust cloud under and be-
hind, lumbering more than thunder-
ing, parting to negotiate a mid-hill
marsh, then swarming tightly back
together.

The riders whooped and hollered,
the bison grunted and snorted like
pigs, the silence of the dawn erased.

Bison don't walk. They stand or
they stampede. And so, too, must the
horses and riders. Driving the herd is
dangerous work, although less dan-
gerous than trying to move five or six
animals. Then you get five or six atti-
tudes. In the herd, all follow the lead
of “mama boss cow,” down the hill,
around the corner and through a

gate.

“Nice,"” proclaimed Thomas. “Very
nice.”

Trouble, the wranglers know, is
never more than a horn's length

away.
Bill West relearned the lesson this
when a big bull with stubby

Chirtv animals were pastured here

horns turned on him during a sidehill

October 19, 1997 The Great Falls Tribune

run. West was 100 yards away, but
covered 50 yards of the gap to show
the bull he meant business.

The bull did the same, lifting its tail
and dropping its head. When West
signaled a retreat to his horse, the an-

imal instead
“My horse quartered itself
is @ little too Lo he Pl and
excited. That gun continued,
utting head-to-
!aSt run, he chest with the
just about :orse. s;ndmg
orse and rider

passed the to the ground.
herd. He's Better to have
o a horse that — if
likea'horse .\ fears - at
at the race-  least re:pects "‘ﬁ
size and strengtl
track.” of a bison, West
— Bill West said. Both he

and his horse

weathered their
encounter with the bull, but West
wasn't looking for a repeat.

Still, West insists that horses — not
riders — do most of the work at the
roundup. “I'm just holding on,” he
said. “I wasn't hired for my horse-
manship. | was hired for my biology
1 was hired because I know weeds.

And, in fact, the only serious injury
incurred this fall came when a fence-
mender-bricklayer-turned-cowboy
took a four-wheeler rather than a
horse up the hill to split the herd be-
fore the roundup’s start.

Skip Palmer and ATV hit a ditch,
flipped and landed just wrong, break-

Q)

ing Palmer's arm in two places.
en he met the other riders at
dawn the next day, Palmer’s arm was
in a sling and his work relegated to
watching through a gate at the corral.
“I've been bucked off a horse a few
times, but those motorcycles will kill
you,” Palmer said.

H-0 MACHINE

AUTO ENGINES & GLAS
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Installing
windshields
Best Prices in Town!
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Quuality Engines
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Wranglers ride the roundup on
Moiese National Bison Range’s ...

hunderin

il

STORY BY SHERRY DEVLIN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY KURT WiLsox
of the Missoulian

OIESE — Tim Driscoll deposited a double-fistful

of onions on his chili and considered the diffe-Y

corral for culling, branding and vaccinating. One

hundred animals are sold to private ranches or

donated to Indian tribes, bison researchers or
other wildlife refuges, the rest returned to relative freedom
on the 16,000-acre refuge.

A few big old bulls successfully resisted this year's effort
at assembly, Driscoll said. Two hid in the brush, then jumped a
couple of cattle guards and went through a fence. The cow-
boys gave chase until their horses tired.

They left another along the creek bottom — “0ld Creek
Bottom,” Driscoll said. “There's always a hurt old bull down
there and we always call him Old Creek Bottom, but I think
it's a different hurt old bull every year."

Push a bull too hard, and he’ll lift straight his tail, look you
in the eye and charge, Driscoll told. The best response: “Run."

‘The National Bison Range was born in 1908 of the cam-
paign to save the American bison from extinction. Thirty ani-
‘mals were pastured here then. Ten others were added later.

All the rest — a hundred or more calves a year these years
— were bred and born at the Bison Range, each recorded at
the annual roundup and branded with their year of birth. This
decade on the right hip, next decade on the left.

Range manager Dave Wiseman keeps the herd to about 400
animals, what the grass can sustain over the long winter. He
tries, too, to keep the ratio of cows to bulls at about what a
herd would have in the wild: 40 percent bulls, 60 percent
cows,

The longer bison are kept in fenced environs — at the
Bison Range, they're rotated among eight fenced pastures —
the more important the efforts to keep the herd as wild as pos-
sible. Otherwise, Wiseman says, they'll just be shaggy-headed
cows.

Doubt not, though, that these bison are wild, said Darren
‘Thomas, most days the fencing foreman at the National Bison
Range, but for roundup a wrangler.

Doubt not, too, that Thomas was the wildest of the riders at
this week’s roundup — and the only one wearing tennis shoes.
“Cowboy boots?" he hooted to a co-worker’s inquiry. “I'm not a
cowboy."

“I love chasing buffaloes,” Thomas said soon after racing
200 out of the ravine where they had pastured overnight. “Not
as much as I love building fence, though.”

“I'd just as soon chase buffaloes and break fences in the
morning, then build fence all afternoon. That would be nice."

Monday morming, the chase began with three wranglers —
Thomas included — at the top of a ridge turned red, then
quickly orange, then beige by the rising sun. The bison
squeezed together, smelling the slow approach of horses and
riders. The horses shivered in anticipation,

Buffaloes, Thomas explained, smell different than cows.
And these horses love running after buffaloes. “They're like

See THUNDERING, Page C8
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NATIONAL BISON RANGE wrangler Brent Woodger and his horse watch the bison

recently before beginning the chase dunng the annual roundup at the range near Moiese.

sy

o o
SUSAN MCCOL l]M
g

HATS HANG on the wall in Moiese. At the end of every year's roundup at the National Bison Range, one !ucky wrangler is chosen
to permanently hang his or her hat on the wall, signifying their success in the calf number prediction poo!.

It seems like such an ungainly crea-
ture, the buffalo. The gigantic head.
The high, heavy shoulders. The long
curly hair. The skinny backside.

But buffaloes are quick-maneuver-
ing, fast-running creatures, impressive
to all who have made their acquain-
tance. Among the first white people to
observe — and write of — buffalo on
this continent was Pedro de Castaneda,
who traveled to the plains with
Francisco Coronado in 1541.

_ His impressions:

‘Their faces are short and narrow
between the eyes, the forehead two
spans wide. Their eyes bulge on the
side, so that when they run they can
see anyone who follows them. They are
bearded like large goats, and when
they run they carry their heads low.
their beards touching the ground.

From the middle of the body toward
the rear, they are covered with very
fine woolly hair like that of a coarse
sheep, and from the belly forward they
have thick hair like the mane of a wild

Peculiar buffalo: Bearded like goats, woolly like sheep

lion. They have a hump larger than
that of a camel, and their hurn‘ which
barely show through the ha
and thick. During May, they ~hcd their
hair on the rear half of the body, and
then look exactly like a lion

They have a short tail with a small
bunch of hair at the end, and when
they run they carry it erect like a scor-
pion. One peculiar thing is that when
they are calves, they are reddish. But
in time, as they become older, they
change color and appearance.
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dogs chasing cars,” he said.
“They want to go.”

And so they did, the wran-
glers spreading wide across the
hill, the bison stampeding down
and around, igniting a dust
cloud under and behind, lumber-
ing more than thundering, part-
ing to negotiate a mid-hill
marsh, then swarming tightly
back together.

The riders whooped and
hollered, the bison grunted and
snorted like pigs, the silence of
the dawn erased.

Bison don’t walk. They stand
or they stampede. And so, too,
must the horses and riders.
Driving the herd is dangerous
work, although less dangerous
than trying to move five or six
animals. Then you get five or
six attitudes. In the herd, all fol-
low the lead of “mama boss
cow,” down the hill, around the
corner and through a gate:

“Nice,” proclaiméd Thomas.
“Very nice.”

Trouble, the wranglers know,
is never more than a horn’s
length away.

“I love chasing buffaloes. Not as much as I love
building fence, though. 1'd just as soon chase
buffaloes and break fences in the morning, then
build fence all afiernoon. That would be nice.”’

Darren Thomas, fencing foreman and roundup wrangler

injury incurred this week came
when a fence-mender-bricklay-
er-turned-cowboy took a four-
wheeler rather than a horse up
the hill to split the herd in half
on Sunday — in preparation for
the roundup’s Monday-morning
start.

Skip Palmer and ATV hit a
ditch, flipped and landed just
wrong, breaking Palmer’s arm
in two places. When he met the
other riders at dawn Monday,
Palmer’s arm was in a sling and
his work relegated to watching
through a gate at the corral.

“I've been bucked off a horse
a few times, but those motorcy-
cles will kill you,” Palmer said.

NO ONE WANTS to miss the

vratinduan Dalmar caid finmarinag

Which is what Woodger did
when a bull pivoted and retreat-
ed from the cut on Monday,
making the crowd in the corral
gasp. “Another near miss,”
came the exclamation. “Yikes,”
the reply.

At 1,800 and 1,900 pounds, the

.big old bulls always have the

right-of-way, Woodger said later.
But it is actually the old cows —
wranglers call them “the big old
heads” — who balk at making
the final run to the corral.

“They remember being here
before,” he said. “They know
what’s coming, and they aren’t
interested.”

1 5 3

THE NAMES — and cowboy

hats — of roundups past line the
wall of a’booth above the corral .

October 19, 1997 The Montana Standard (Butte, Montana)

“Visitors can still roam at National Bison Range

Moiese — There’s still room for visitors on the range the National Bison Range — although hours
and drives are limited during the winter.

The Bison Range switched to winter hours this week,

The Winter Drive is open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., covering 10 miles round trip along
Mission Creek and in Alexander Basin.

Also open is the shorter West LoopFrive.
The Visitors Center is only open weekdays and only from 8 a.m. and to 4:30 p.m.

The range is open all winter, except during the most extreme weather. Call 406-644-2211 for
road conditions.”  October 30, 1997 The Missoulian



Feds want Ninepipe
circled by easements

By SHERRY DEVLIN
of the Missoulian

So that the Mission Valley will forever be habitat
for farmers, ranchers, mallards and grizzly bears, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wants to conserve a
100-square-mile circle around Ninepipe National

Wildlife Refuge.

To comment:

For starters, the agency
will use federal Land and

Water Conservation Fund

M To comment on

the proposal or to
receive several fact

money to buy conservation
easements on 16,000 acres
of grassland, much of it

mg:m:tl:g :{asg(h of Ni;\aepipe and U.S.
o ighway 93.

bene_ﬂlswgldngfe About 16,000 acres of
m Wiite the wetlands and wildlands
Nationél Bison already are protected as
Range, 132 Bison refuges, tribal ground or in
Range'Road conservation easements.
Moiese. Mont The remaining - for a
59824 br caN 1 total of 64,000 acres — are
406-644-2211. on Bill West's long-long-

term wish list.

West, assistant manager
at the National Bison Range in Moiese, is assembling
a proposal to expand the protection of wildlife
habitat in the Mission Valley - in his words, “to
conserve the diversity and abundance of flora and
fauna in an arca that is extremely important and very

threatened.”

Ninepipe National Wildlife Refuge is at the
See NINEPIPE, Page A10

Ninepipe

‘Continued

“center of the 100-square-mile circle
that West wants to protect from
subdivision and two- to 20-acre
ranchettes.

The number of houses within 20
miles of Ninepipe increased from
2,814 in 1970 to 5,892 in 1990, West
said. “And everything has
accelerated in the 1990s.
Development has been rapid, and
ranchettes are right on the edge of
some protected areas.”

And with ranchettes, said West,
come poaching, trespass, vandalism
and pets.

“Protected areas become
disturbed and isolated as
development surrounds them,” he
said. “Fragmentation creates
artificial barriers to wildlife. In the
case of grizzly bears, there may be
genetic deterioration and increased
susceptibility to envirc |

spring and foraging habitat in the
winter for migratory birds:
mallards, Canada geese, short-
eared owls, northern harriers.

Large concentrations of rough-
legged hawks and significant
numbers of wintering arctic species
— gyrfalcons and snowy owls — attest
to the high-quality prey available in
the valley.

And grizzly bears are only found
in four states, “‘so protection
measures are of national interest,”
West said.

Prevent further habitat loss and
fragmentation, he said, and the
biological integrity of the Ninepipe
ecosystem is maintained. Let the
subdivision continue and the
ecosystem — and its remarkable
abundance of wild creatures — will
be lost.

And once tracts are protected
from development, West said,
conservation work could turn to
restoring or enhancing habitat - if
landowners were willing. His
longest-term goals: restoring

catastrophes.”

His answer: purchase
conservation easements on the
remaining intact tracts of land in
the valley, paying landowners to
keep their ground whole and in
production for agriculture.

“We would like to keep people
on the land by offering them
alternatives to subdivision,” West
said. “We'd like to protect the
whole landscape without having the
government buy the whole
fandscape.”

And the Mission Valley’s is
habitat of national significance. The
area, West said, is one of the only
places on the continent that
provides both nesting habitat in the

wetlands, streams and native prairie
plants.

Most of the conservation
easements purchased to date -
since 1993 with federal Duck Stamp
money - were west of Highway 93.
Most protected wetlands.

The new effort - beginning with
$1 million of Land and Water
Conservation Fund money - would
take the project into the grasslands
cast of Highway 93.

But West needs public comment
on the notion of conserving the
Mission Valley and on the use of
Land and Water Conservation
Fund money. Then he'll write an
environmental assessment of the
proposal. Then he'll start work on

November 18, 1997 The Missoulian

negotiating easements — and on
finding other sources of money.
Easements, he explained, do not
take land out of private ownership
or out of agricultural production.
They merely preclude future
development and subdivision.
“So,” said West, “we can stand
in the Mission Valley and know it
will remain that way for a hundred
years. And a hundred more.”




Bison Range is open

Moiese — You can take a break from holiday shopping — or shop — this month at the National
Bison Range.

Scenic drives at the range are open daily, except during extreme weather. The Winter Drive is a
10-mile round trip on a gravel road and offers views of deer, elk, pronghorn and bald eagles
along Mission Creek and in Alexander Basin. The shorter West Loop Drive also may have deer,
pronghorn or other wildlife.

Drives are open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

And the range will sell all its books, postcards and posters for 25 percent off during December.
The visitors center is open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., but is closed on weekends and
will be closed Christmas Day.

For currant road conditions at the range, call 406-644-2211.” December 4,1997 The Missoulian

“Saint Johnswort

Medicinal plant stirs up emotions by John Stromnes of the Missoulian

Plains — A meeting Wednesday might provoke a weed fight between those who say Saint Johnswort is a beneficial medicinal plant with immense
healing powers and those who say it is one of Montana’s most dangerous and nasty weeds.

The truth is, both supporters and detractors may be right. The question for the Sanders County Weed Board is whether it can be both weed and
cash crop in the county. A local farmer, Delbert Herschbach of Herschbach Farms, has asked the couty weed board for permission to grow it,
under strictly controlled conditions.

Brian Dreisbach, vice chairman of the weed board, said Thursday that public comment on Herschbach’s proposal so divided Wednesday’s
meeting in Plains that the board has decided to continue taking additional written comment through Jan. 30.

“Then we’ll meet Feb. 3 as a board to discuss it, and may make a decision” on Herschbach’s request, he said.

He said the meeting was attended by about 50 people, “which is huge, for the weed board meeting. We usually have the weed board members
show up and nobody else.”

Governmental agencies, including surrounding counties of Flathead and Lake and Lincoln, plus several eastern Montana counties, sent letters
opposing the proposal. The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes and the National Bison Range at Moiese also oppose allowing Saint
Johnswort to be cultivated legally in Sanders County, Dreisbach said.

But several local farmers are intrigued by the idea, because of the high yields the crop might bring, and a contingent of Missoulians who support
the use of the herb as a natural medicinal plant also came to the meeting to voice support.

Saint Johnswort has been on the state’s list of poisonous noxious weeds for many years. It is toxic when ingested by light-skinned animals, and
spreads by runners and seeds, in some cases driving out native plants. The Bison Range has the worst infestation in the state, but is slowly
bringing it under control, weed officials say.

Demand for Saint Johnswort has soared in recent months, after studies were reported by the national media that it is a medically effective
nonprescription treatment for depression, replacing Prozac, Zoloft and numerous other antidepressant prescription drugs at less cost, and with
fewer side effects.



Many county officials want the state to decided on a uniform approach to allow cultivation, or to direct counties not to allow cultivation under any
circumstances.

But state officials insist it is a local decision, to be made y each county on a case-by-case basis. State law provided that local weed boards must
exercise this authority, state officials say.

The Montana Weed Control Association’s annual meeting is Jan. 13-15 in Butte, and it is certain to be a big topic of discussion there, Dreisbach
said.

The time and meeting place of the Sanders County Weed Board’s meeting on Feb. 3 has not yet been announced, bit it will likely be in the Plains
High School at 7 p.m. — the same place and date of Wednesday’s weed board meeting.”

[Sidebar] “Written comments on the plan to cultivate Saint Johnswort may be addressed to County Extension Agent John Halpop, Sanders
County Courthouse, P.O. Box 187, Thompson Falls, Mont. 59873.” January 9, 1998 The Missoulian

“Roundup

Bison Range meeting today

An open house to collect public comments on the preparation of a comprehensive conservation
plan for the National Bison Range Complex will be held today in Missoula from 3 to 8 p.m. at
the Boone and Crockett headquarters, 250 Station Drive.

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service has scheduled the open house to provide an opportunity for
people to ask questions and share information concerning how the National Bison Range
Complex will be managed in the future.

The complex includes the National Bison Range at Moiese, Ninepipe, Pablo and Swan River
national wildlife refuges, 12 Waterfowl Production Areas in Lake and Flathead counties, and the
Conservation Easement Program in northwestern Montana.

The Fish and Wildlife Service has scheduled two more open houses in western Montana to
discuss the conversation plan. The next meeting will be held Friday, Jan. 23, from 3 to 8 p.m. at
the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks office in Kalispell, at 490 N. Meridian
Road. The third meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 27, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Ronan
Community Center, 300 3rd Ave. NW.” January 21,1998 The Missoulian

“Learn about Bison Range Plan

Moiese — Three open houses to gather public input on preparation of a comprehensive plan for
the National Bison Range complex are scheduled by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The first open house was held Wednesday night in Missoula. The second meeting is Friday from
3 to 8 p.m. at the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Region 1 office in Kalispell,
490 N. Meridian Road. The third meeting is scheduled Tuesday, Jan. 27, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Community Center in Ronan, 300 Third Ave., NW.

The process of preparing the management plan for the National Bison Range is in the early
stages. The open houses are intended to provide an opportunity for people living in the area and
others to ask questions and share information about how the National Bison Range will be
managed in the future.



Some areas that will be covered in the plan include noxious weed control, cattle grazing on
Ninepipe and Pablo national wildlife refuges, the threshold for public use at the bison range, land
acquisition and conservation easement program, photographer access, cultural representation at
the bison range visitors’ center, and interior fences on the range.

Comments on those and other issues can be offered at open houses or may be submitted in
writing to the National Bison Range, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese, Mont., 59824, or by
calling 406-644-2211 to schedule an appointment for further discussion. Individuals also may
comment or ask questions about the project at Lost Trail Ranch, west of Kalispell.

The complex includes the National Bison Range; Ninepipe, Pablo and Swan River national
wildlife refuges; 12 waterfowl production areas in Lake and Flathead counties; and the
Conservation Easement Program in northwestern Montana.” January 22, 1998 The Missoulian
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Rattlesnake Mountains alive with birds in the dead of winter

ke vision,

“overengineered" for life in the 20th osn;ury‘

sviftness and a

instinct in respy

‘BILL THOMAS, Montana Dopartment of Fish, Widite
that died off 10,000 years ago, leaving the anielope

Racing from the past

Pronghorn antelope still built to speed away from predators long extinct

By SHERRY DEVUN
of the Missculian

ronghorn antelope are long-
cyelashed, cud-chewing
marvels - the most
spectacularly overengineered
mammals on the continent.

They can run 60 mph, faster than any
other creature in North America, miles
faster than any of their would-be prairie
predators. A coyote in pursuit of an
antelope is living in a “Roadrunner”
cartoon.

“Why," is the obvious qucsuon Why
are pronghorns o overbuilt

John Byers spent 14 summers — 6,000
hours - looking for the answer on the
National Bison Range near Moiese,
where about 100 pronghorns graze the
Iast and largest remnant of the Palouse
prairie.

His reply: Pronghorns are running

from the ghosts of predators past.

‘They also bunch up for protection
from Iong -extinct encmics: the lions,
Jjaguars, saber-toothed cats, plundering
dogs, giant short-faced bears, hyenas and
chectahs that patrolied the continent’s
mid-section until 10,000 years ago.

Female pronghomns mate with only
the swiftest, mé&t vigorous males, again
1o keep the species safe. And they
repraduce at a tremendous rate. Females
have twins - big twins - every year, the
equivalent of two 12-pound babies in
human terms.

“Pronghorns are obviously built for a
former time," said Bycrs, a professor of
zoology at the University of Tdaho and
author of the just- puhmhed “American

“I don't believe there's a
predator alive today as
ferocious as the long-legged
hyena. Its back was as high as a
person’s waist.”
= John Byers, author

By his own admission, his explanation
of antelope anatomy and behavior goes
against the grain of most ecologists who
begin with the assumption that the
animals they study are perfectly adapted
to their surroundings - and then identify
the adaptations.

“Tam trying to get people to realize
that animals are not always perfectly
adapted to the present because this is
not a constant earth,” Byers said.

In evolutionary time, the pronghorn is
just an eyeblink away from the
Pleistocene era, when a rich savanna
grassland crossed the center of North
America and supported a ﬁopula(ion of
beasts more diverse than that now found
in East Africa,

‘The predators were fearsome. “1
don’t believe there’s a predator alive
today as ferocious s the long-legged
hyena,” id. **Its back was as high
as a person's waist. It must've been truly
formidable.”

The giant short-faced bear was
similarly scary, with its unusually long
legs, slender build and impressive
running ability. Byers has seen black
bears try - without success ~ to ambush

:: Social and the
Ghosts of Predators Past,” an account -
for the University of Chicago Press - of
his research at the Bison Range.

on the Bison Range; their
short-faced ancestors may have had the

necessary speed.
Tt was in such a violent environment

that the pronghorn developed i
Olympian running ability, Byer:
Only the quickest and most wary
survived; thus, the ease with which a
pronghorn maintains a speed of 45 mph
and sprints of 60 mph. Thus its perfectly
proportioned legs and outsized lungs,
trachea and heart.

In fact, Byers belicves that many
aspects of a pronghorn’s life were shaped
by its prehistoric enemies. Its behavior,
he said, is “a historical document.”

In 1981, during Byers' first field
season in the Mission Valley, he realized
the when-predators-were-fierce-and-
abundant connection. Pronghorn fawns
fought vigorously for dominance, and
their success was absolutely predicted by
their birth date.

“A late-born fawn was certain to
become subordinate,” Byers said. “A
first-born fawn was certain to become
dominant.”

‘And while he had come to the Bison
Range (o study pronghorn development,
Byers quickly shifted to a study of
specific individuals and their place in the
herd over time. Did the dominant fawns
become dominant adults? And how
important was that dominance for their
lives?

Over the years, he realized that - for
female pronghorns - dominance as
fawns meant dominance as adults. So
entrenched was the social order, in fact,
that a dominant yearling always won
contests against subordinate adult

1i y X
But what did a dominant female get
out of her status? he wondered. They
weren't more efficient foragers. Their
fawns weren't bigger or healthier. They

Sec ANTELOPE, Page C2

By WILLKERLING
fee the Mssoulan

A petite bird frequently breaks
the silence of my winter walks and
ski trips in the Rnulesnnke

outing. They also can be found
scavenging on carcasses of elk or
deer. Common ravens and black-
billed magpies frequently cruise
the winter ranges.

Two other jays can be
observed in the In

Mountains. It is the
nuthatch with its oft-heard nasal
call. This species does well over
all our winters.

In fact, the Rattlesnake
Mountains have shown me 42
winter bird residents during the
past 25 years. Eight other specics
are being monitored as potential
candidates for winter residency.

Allow me to introduce you:

e Corvidaes - Iuys. crows.
and magpies — are well
represented in the Rattlesnakes.
Silent flying gray jays seeh to
appear out of nowhere, especially
if you stop for a sandwich on an

recent years, you mnghl hear the
piercing “jay-jay-jay” call of
castern blue jays, as they are
expanding westward and may
even nest in our area now. A
more common jay sighting would
be Steller’s jays. Their call is a

harsh “shaack-shaack-shaack.”
Tlme two species could
hybridize.

Another harsh call in the
conifer forests, a drawn-out “kra-
a-a,” emanates from the Clark’s
nutcracker. This was “Clark’s
Crow” in Lewis and Clark’s
journals. These birds spend a lot

of time in ponderosa pines
foraging for cone seeds with their
specialized bills. I've watched
them develop a cache of cones in
the deep snow.

Dying conifers, here and there
in the snow, are visited by the
Picidaes (woodpeckers). Six
species are found. Burned trees
can attract three-toed
woodpeckers and black-backed
woodpeckers. They incessantly
peck the trunks for dead or
hibernating insects.

Avery loud pounding in the
distance could be our largest

er. The pileated
woodpecker is fairly common in
the drainage. The flashing of their

The predators:

Here’s a sampling of
some of the predators that
hunted pronghorns until
10,000 years ago.

‘Cheetahs: Two species
are known from North
America. Both were built to
kil antelope-sized animals
and probably were the
driving force prompting the
evolution of the antelope's
astounding speed.

Hyena: A fast and
formidable predator that
hunted in packs.

North American lion:
Bigger and probably faster
than the modern lion, this
was an extremely
dangerous short-ambush
predator,

Dire wolf: A large,
heavily built wolf with
powerful jaws and teeth - a
threat to antelope fawns
and weak adults.

Protocyon: A large,
relatively short-legged dog
and an effective pack-
hunting predator

- Smm'e “American

hom: Social

Adaptations st the Ghosss
of Predators Past,”

by John A. Byers

large white wing patches as they
fly overhead has attracted me

See BIRDS, Page (2

= WILL KERUNG
The Steller's jay is'one of 42 species of birds that winter in the
Rattlesnake Mountains north of Missoula.

Five Valleys query
has many answers

I heard the topic being discussed on a
morning talk show before work awhile
buck, and I knew immediately there would
be calls when I got to the office.

It's a question that keeps. cumln: p.

If you have the good fortune to

anything to do with an organization or

h\mncsa that has the words “Five Valleys™
inits name, you are supposed to be able t0
rattle off just exactly
what the valleys you
are so proud of happen
to be,
Right now, there are
10 listings in our
lekphnne dnremory for

“Five
something or another. I
don't know if the f

the roofing company,
or an)’ u(“%w oufm get

assume |hey

once in a while. ! you your
business is a land trust,
though, where you deal
with the geography of
this part of the world every day, it m:

sense that you would be expected to know
the names of those valleys.

Sure enough. when I got to work that
day, there was a call from the radio station.
Somebody was requesting an authoritative
answer. | called back and gave them one.

However, because | don't happen to be
answering the phone at that place of work
anymore, I thought I would try to save m,
successor a little time and consternation
putting the “five valleys” question to rest
once and for all.

And the answer is ...

Tt depends.

It depends, that is, on whom you ask.
And I have asked a bunch of people over
the years. All I can report after questioning
Tocal historians, old-timers and folks on the
street is that ne ly scems to agree.

Some say the five valleys obviously
would be the Missoula Valley, Bitterroot
Valley, Blackfoot Valley, Rattlesnake
Valley and Frenchtown Valley, Some are
just as surc that you should throw out the
Rattlesnake and put in the Jocko Valley, or
the Mission Valley, or even the Flathead

Valley. Others insist that one must

somehow include the Hellgate Valley, or

lump the whole main artery into the Clark

Fork Valley and add the Nine Mile,

Bitterroot, Blackfoot and Rattlesnake to
X

There arc any number of combinations
and permutations.

1 have a copy of the book, “Following
Old Trails,” a compilation of newspaper
columns by Arthur L. Stone, an carly
editor of the Missoulian and the first dean
of the University of Montana Journalism
School. The columns recount all kinds of
fascinating tales of the early years in and
around Missoula, and much of it involves
answering questions ahout where various
local landmarks got their names.

In those days, the river through town
was still called the Missoula River, so we
would have to eliminate the Clark Fork
Valley right away if we could trace things
back that far. According to Stone, the road
over Evaro Hill to the Jocko Valley was
first the “Coriacan Defile,” then
“O'Keefe'’s Canyon,” neither of which is
still in common use. There may have been
more familiar places with different names
then, too. However, nowhere in the book
are five valleys of any kind mentioned as a'
group.

Back in 1986, the editorial board of this
newspaper tried to have the final word on
the subject. The question apparently had
come up in the pages of the Missoulian,
and the newspaper had been contacted by
Alice Page, the wife of Winfield Page, a
longtime local leader and political figure.
She claimed to have the answer,

According to Mrs. Page, the term “Five
Valleys™ first was used in a radio talk ven
by Winfield Page on April 27, 1937,

Page had apparently been expoundu\g on
the expanding business potential of the
area, and listed the Frenchtown, Flathead,
Bitterroot. Blackfoot and Hellgate Valleys
as the “Five Valleys™ he was lalkmg about.

The Missoulian accept
cxplamuon ook e didl Hakbr)

With all due respect to Winfield Page,
I'm not convincs

f course, | have nothing but raw
skepticism to g on. The Flathcad Valley is
the part that doesn’t ring quite right to me.
TERREIT (s oo Saonili 63 home

One of these days, I may find time to do
alittle real research on the subject myself,
just to satisfy my curiosity.

However, if somebody out there has the
answer, and the proof, that would be a lot
casicr on all of us. Don't hesitate to get in
touch if you happen to be the one wi

the key.

Meanwhile, if you don’t know the
answer but want one, don't bother to call
anyonc listed under “Five Valleys” in the
phone book expecting any help. They don't
know any more than you do.

And, as long as we're on the subject of
place names, how many of you can point
out Mount Dean Stone? Can you guess
whom it was named after?

— Greg Tollefson is a Missoula free-lance
writer. His column appears each
week in Outdoors.



Continued

didn’t come into estrus carlicr than
subordinate females.

+ There was but one difference.
Byers realized. In the herd. the
dominant females always grazed
near the middle of the group, while
the subordinate females were on
the periphery.

“And I realized that I was
looking at behavior adapted to the
past, not the present,” he said.
“The light bulb went on. The whole
picture became very clear. I was
looking at a species that, in its
anatomy, physiology and behavior,
is-adapted to the Pleistocene world
and its dangerous predators.”

Those females that grazed in the
middle of the herd were less likely
to be ambushed and caten. Those
pushed to the outskirts were most
vulnerable. Thus the value in being
a dominant female.

From 4 million years ago to
10,000 years ago, pronghorns
evolved to meet the challenge of a
rogue’s gallery of predators. Then,
in a mystery still unsolved, there
was a crash — a mass extinction of
many of North America’s fiercest

‘predators.

“There was a profound
-reordering of the ecology of North
" America,” Byers said. “The rich
.savanna vanished. The predators
‘vanished. Some believe there was a

climate change. Some blame the
“arrival of humans. But no one
‘knows.™

Among the survivors were
pronghorns.

. For 5,000 generations since, the
. remaining North American
‘antelope have casily outpaced their
quickest would-be competitors —
wolves and coyotes. Only in a
fawn’s first 45 days is it at risk.

| After that, a pronghorn is virtually
‘assured of survival for 10 years,

i possibly for as long as 15 years.

. Only hunters alter the odds.

! Itissimply too soon after the
“demise of the pronghorn’s
-predators for the species to have

‘adjusted to the lack of predation,

' Byers said. “They haven't gotten

‘slow and fat. That could take

; millions of years.”

i So-called “relict behaviors™ have

also been documented in other

“animals in recent years. California

‘ground squirrels continue to
recognize and fear rattlesnakes,
300,000 years after the venomous

January 29, 1998 The Missoulian

predator moved out of their
neighborhood.

Put a ground squirrel in a room
with a rattlesnake and the squirrel
will throw dirt, fluff its tail and
approach with the utmost caution,
noted Richard Coss, one of a new
ficld of evolutionary biologists.

By contrast. Coss found that
Arctic gray squirrels in Alaska have
lost their fear of rattlesnakes. Even
after being bitten repeatedly, they
seem unable to recognize the
threat. The difference: the Arctic
environment has been free of
rattlesnakes for 3 million years.

Most controversial, Byers said, is
the offshoot study of relict
behaviors in humans. Yet another
group of scientists, these called
cvolutionary psychologists, believe
that some aspects of human
psychology are adaptations to the
past.

Nighttime fears, for example,
seem to differ among young boys
and girls. according to the
rescarchers. Girls are more afraid
that something scary is under their
bed. Boys believe the threat is
somewhere off to the side, in the
dark.

The explanation from
evolutionary psychologists: In
prehistory. women slept in trees at
night. hoping to stay away from
predators below. Men slept on the
ground: they rightly feared attack
from all sides.

There is even, according to
Byers, an explanation for male
infanticide in relict behavior.

Men, he said, are more likely to
kill infants when they move in with
a woman who has a child - a child
who is not the man’s. “And thatiis
exactly the situation we see with
other species in nature,” Byers said.
“It is very prevalent in lions and in
chimpanzees. When a male lion
takes over a pride, he tries to kill all
the infants he can, to eliminate the
offspring of competitors.”

Byers said his work with
pronghorns is of considerable
interest to the evolutionary
psychologists. Behavioral ecology is
not, Byers said, “a hypothesis of
last resort. It is valid and real and
useful.”

Pronghorns, he said, are indeed
running from the ghosts of
predators past. At top speed.



“Ninepipe-easement plan ready for public comment

Moiese- The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service is accepting public comments on its proposal to expand
acquisition of conservation easements to protect wildlife habitat surrounding Ninepipe National
Wildlife Refuge.

The agency has purchased approximately 4,000 acres of these easements since 1993 using
money from the sales of federal Duck Stamps. Those funds are limited and can only be spent on
areas with significant wetands.

To expand the easement program, money from the Land and Water Conservation Fund would be
used to purchase easements on lands that did not have enough wetlands to qualify for Duck
Stamp funds, but which have high wildlife value. These easements would include important
upland areas near wetlands, stream corridors, lands between or adjacent to current wildlife
management lands, and lands that could help protect grizzly bears.

An environmental assessment of the easement of the easement program is available at the
National Bison Range, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese, Mont., 59824, or by calling 406-644-
2211.” January 29,1998 The Missoulian

“Waterfowl plan should be approved

We appreciate Sam Reynolds’ concern for what Montana Power Co., the Confederated Salish
and Kootenai Tribes and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service have planned for mitigating past and
future damage to public property, namely the Flathead Waterfowl Production Area. The
settlement agreement which Reynolds referenced in his letter to the editor (Feb. 10 Missoulian)
is the result of nearly 15 years of negotiations between the FWS, Montana Power and the tribes.
The agreement addresses mitigation of habitat and wildlife losses on the Waterfowl Production
Area on the north shore of Flathead Lake attributed to operations of Kerr Dam.

Original proposals for the erosion control project suggested “off-shore” revetments to prevent
further erosion. However, the settlement agreement specifically calls for a “shore-aligned”
erosion control structure. This revetment will consist of a low-profile dike built into and along
the shoreline. | say along because in one area the revetment will be constructed to create a 37-
acre wetland between the shore-aligned revetment and an existing inlet. Off-shore revetment
structures are no longer a consideration.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission order directs the licensees (Montana Power Co. and
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes) to construct “shore-aligned” revetments to prevent
further erosion of the Waterfowl Production Area. These erosion-control revetments will be
constructed on the lake’s existing north shoreline, extending approximately 4,300 feet east and
west of the mouth of the Flathead River. The west-side revetment will traverse an existing inlet,
which will create a 37-acre wetland area to provide waterfowl and other migratory bird habitat.



Reynolds’ suggestion that 100 percent of the revetment be built on the existing shoreline would
result in a more expensive structure than planned and provide less wildlife habitat. We hope the
public will agree the plan is in the public’s interest, will stop further degradation of public
property and provide the most economical opportunity to enhance the lands that remain.” David

Wiseman, project leader, National Bison Range Complex, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese
February 23, 1998 The Missoulian

“Bison Range celebration

Moiese — It’s 90 days and counting until the National Bison Range’s 90" birthday and the
celebration is under way.

President Theodore Roosevelt established the refuge on May 23, 1908, as “a permanent national
bison range” for the nation. The mission: “To provide a representative herd of bison, or buffalo,
under reasonably natural conditions, to help ensure the preservation of the species for continued
public benefit and enjoyment.”

During its 90-day birthday fete, the Bison Range will recognize the vision of Michel Pablo,
Charles Allard and William Hornaday, through whose effort’s bison were saved from extinction.

Talks, hikes, displays, demonstrations, contests and giveaways are planned.” February 26,1998 The
Missoulian



Pronghorns
are built for
speed and
safety and
one scientist
says its
because they
are still
running from
now-extinct

predators
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ISSOULA — PRONGHORN
antelope are long-eyelashed,
cud-chewing marvels — the

71 evolutiomry
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former time,” said Byers, a professor of
zoology at the University of Idaho and
author of the just-published “ American
Pronghorn: Social Adaptations and the
Ghosts of Predators Past,” an account —
for the University of Chicago Press — of his
h at the Bison Range.

most sf lyo 21
neered mammals on the conti-
nent.

They can run 60 mph, faster than any
other creature in North America, miles
faster than any of their would-be prairie
predators. A coyote in pursuit of an ante-
lope is living in a “Roadrunner” cartoon.

“Why," is the obvious question. Why
are pronghorn so overbuilt?

John Byers spent 14 summers — 6,000
hours — looking for the answer on the
National Bison Range near Moiese, where
about 100 pronghorns graze the last and
largest remnant of the Palouse prairie.

His reply: Pronghorns are running from
the ghosts of predators past.

They also bunch up for protection from
long-extinct enemies: the lions, jaguars,
saber-toothed cats, plundering dogs, giant
short-faced bears, hyenas and cheetahs that
patrolled the continent’s mid-section until
10,000 years ago.

Female pronghorns mate with only the
swiftest, most vigorous males, again to keep
the species safe. And they reproduce at a
tremendous rate. Females have twins — big
twins — every year, the equivalent of two
12-pound babies in human terms.

“Pronghorns are obviously built for a

Unusual opinions

By his own admission, his explanation
of antelope anatomy and behavior goes
against the grain of most ecologists who
begin with the assumption that the animals
they study are perfectly adapted to their
surroundings — and then identify the adap-
tations.

“I am trying to get people to realize that
animals are not always perfectly adapted to
the present because this is not a constant
earth,” Byers said.

In evolutionary time, the pronghorn is
just an eye-blink away from the Pleistocene
era, when a rich savanna grassland crossed
the center of North America and supported
a population of beasts more diverse than
that now found in East Africa.

The predators were fearsome. “I don’t
believe there’s a predator alive today as
ferocious as the long-legged hyena,” Byers
said. “Its back was as high as a person’s
waist. It must've been truly formidable.”

The giant short-faced bear was similarly
scary, with its unusually long legs, slender
build and impressive running ability.

(More on Pronghorn, Page 4D)



Pronghorn

From Page 1D

Byers has seen black bears try —
without success — to ambush prong-
horns on the Bison Range: their
short-faced ancestors may have had
the necessary speed.

It was in such a violent environ-
ment that the pronghorn developed
its Olympian running ability, Byers
said. Only the quickest and most
wary survived: thus, the ease with
which a pronghorn maintains a speed
of 45 mph and sprints of 60 mph.
Thus its perfectly proportioned legs
and outsized lungs, trachea and heart.
Prehistors 2

In fact, Byers believes that many
aspects of a pronghorn’s life were
shaped by its prehistoric enemies. Its
behavior, he said, is “a historical doc-
ument.”

In 1981, during Byers' first field
season in the Mission Valley, he real-
ized the when-predators-were-fierce-
and-abundant connection. Pronghorn
fawns fought vigorously for domi-
nance. and their success was
absolutely predicated at birth.

“A late-born fawn was certain to
become subordinate.” Byers said. “A
first-born fawn was certain to become
dominant.”

And while he had come to the
Bison Range to study pronghorn
development. Byers quickly shifted
to a study of specific individuals and
their place in the herd over time. Did
the dominant fawns become domi-
nant adults? And how important was
that dominance for their lives?

Over the years, he realized that
for female pronghorns, dominance as
fawns meant dominance as adults. So
entrenched was the social order, in
fact, that a dominant yearling always
won contests against subordinate
adult females.

But what did a dominant female
get out of her status? he wondered.
They weren't more efficient foragers.
Their fawns weren’t bigger or health-
ier. They didn’t come into estrus ear-
lier than subordinate females.

There was but one difference,
Byers realized. In the herd, the domi-
nant females always grazed near the
middle of the group. while the subor-
dinate females were on the periphery.

“And I realized that I was look-
ing at behavior adapted to the past,
not the present.” he said. “The light
bulb went on. The whole picture
became very clear. I was looking at a
species that, in its anatomy. physiolo-
gy and behavior, is adapted to the
Pleistocene world and its dangerous
predators.”

Those females that grazed in the
middle of the herd were less likely to
be ambushed and eaten. Those
pushed to the outskirts were most
vulnerable. Thus the value in being a
dominant female.

From 4 million years ago to
10,000 years ago, pronghorns evolved

March 5, 1998 The Billings Gazette

to meet the challenge of a rogue’s
gallery of predators. Then, in a mys-
tery still unsolved, there was a crash
— a mass extinction of many of
North America’s fiercest predators.

Among the survivors were prong-
horns.

For 5,000 generations since, the
remaining North American antelope
have easily outpaced their quickest
would-be competitors — wolves and
coyotes. Only in a fawn’s first 45 days
is it at risk. After that, a pronghorn is
virtually assured of survival for 10
years, possibly for as long as 15 years.

Only hunters alter the odds.

It is simply too soon after the
demise of the pronghorn’s predators
for the species to have adjusted to the
lack of predation, Byers said. “They
haven’t gotten slow and fat. That
could take millions of years.”
Behavioral studies

So-called “relict behaviors™ have
also been documented in other ani-
mals in recent years. California
ground squirrels continue to recog-
nize and fear rattlesnakes, 300,000
years after the venomous predator
moved out of their neighborhood.

Put a ground squirrel in a room
with a rattlesnake and the squirrel
will throw dirt, fluff its tail and
approach with the utmost caution,
noted Richard Coss, one of a new
field of evolutionary biologists.

By contrast, Coss found that
Arctic gray squirrels in Alaska have
lost their fear of rattlesnakes. Even
after being bitten repeatedly, they
seem unable to recognize the threat.
The difference: the Arctic environ-
ment has been free of rattlesnakes for
3 million years.

Most controversial, Byers said, is
the offshoot study of relict behaviors
in humans. Yet another group of sci-
entists, these called evolutionary psy-
chologists, believe that some aspects
of human psychology are adaptations
to the past.

The explanation from evolution-
ary psychologists: In prehistory,
women slept in trees at night, hoping
to stay away from predators below.
Men slept on the ground; they rightly
feared attack from all sides.

There is even, according to Byers,
an explanation for male infanticide in
relict behavior. Men, he said, are
more likely to kill infants when they
move in with a woman who has a
child — a child who is not the man’s.
“And that is exactly the situation we
see with other species in nature,”
Byers said. “It is very prevalent in
lions and in chimpanzees. When a
male lion takes over a pride, he tries
to kill all the infants he can, to elimi-
nate the offspring of competitors.”

Byers said his work with prong-
horns is of considerable interest to
the evolutionary psychologists.
Behavioral ecology is not, Byers said,
“a hypothesis of last resort. It is valid
and real and useful.”

Pronghorns, he said, are indeed
running from the ghosts of predators
past — at top speed.

Free programs offered
at National Bison Range

MOIESE - As part of its 90th
anniversary celebration, the
National Bison Range is offering a
series of free evening nature
programs to the public this spring.

Four researchers will share their
experiences and results of their
studies on the Bison Range. All
talks will be held at the refuge
visitors’ center, starting at 7 p.m.

Here’s a schedule of programs:

B Wednesday, April 15. Jack
Hogg of the Craighead
Wildlife/Wildlands Institute in
Missoula will discuss Rocky
Mountain bighorn sheep. He has
been studying the Bison Range
sheep for many years, looking at
behavior, reproduction, lamb
success and family relationships.

W Monday, April 27. Erick
Greene of the University of
Montana Division of Biological
Sciences will discuss lazuli buntings
and brown-headed cowbirds.
Greene studies lazuli buntings,
colorful neo-tropical migratory
birds found in brushy areas of the
Bison Range. Nesting success is
declining in some areas and there is

“concern it may be related to brown-

headed cowbirds, native birds that
lay eggs in other birds’ nests.

M Tuesday, May 5. Gary
Belovsky of the Utah State
University Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife will discuss a

_grasshopper population study.
Bison are the most visible.and
definitely the largest plant eaters
on the Bison Range. But they may
not be the creatures that eat the
most. Belovsky will talk about
grasshoppers, their impact on
vegetation, population trends and
how predators impact
grasshoppers. >

M Tuesday, May 19. John
Byers of the University of Idaho
Deapartment of Biological Science
will discuss pronghorn antelope.
Byers will describe a year in the life
of North America’s fastest
mammal. He has studied the Bison
‘Range herd for many years,
examining behavior, forage
requirements and fawn survival.

March 26, 1998 The Missoulian



What to do about medicinal weed?

BIGFORK - Goatweed, one of Montana’s most noxious weeds, is
also a useful medicinal herb, St. Johnswort, and commercial
cultivation can pay growers big dividends.

That puts a problem squarely on local officials on county weed
boards. Should it be eradicated or cultivated? Should it be harvested
where it already infests?

A panel of speakers pondered the alternatives at the annual plant
management gathering hosted recently by Glacier National Park.

The consensus seems to be that harvesting the weed on sites
already infested could help control it, while creating some jobs and
income for herbalists.

But it cannot be cultivated, under current Montana weed laws.

With its use growing as a nonprescription antidepressant, St.
Johnswort is in big demand by pharmaceutical companies.

Dorreen Stokes of Eagle Valley Herbs in Plains helped harvest
10,000 pounds last year from infestations on the National Bison
Range at Moiese. Montana’s wild plants have a higher concentration
of the active ingredient in the plant, she said.

Dick Hyunson of Montana Naturals said the Arlee company

_purchased some 3,000 pounds of the extract last year, paying brokers
around $80 a pound.

“The market demand is going to continue to outpace the supply,”
he said.

Gary Gingery, weed program administrator for the state
Department of Agriculture, said his agency will monitor what is
happening with legal cultivation in Spokane and northern Idaho.

Bigfork Eagle, 4/6/98

Weeklies Reader, a collection of items from western Montana weekly
newspapers, is compiled by Missoulian reporter John Stromnes.

April 12,1998 The Missoulian

‘Migratory Bird Day fun

MOIESE - The National Bison

ﬁangc at Moiese and Lee Metcalf
National Wildlife Refuge near
~Stevensville plan activities on
“Saturday, May 9, to celebrate
~International Migratory Bird Day.
«, The event is designed to
“mcrease awareness of all migratory
birds, including song birds,
waterfowl, shorebirds and raptors,

The Bison Range is planning to
open the Red Sleep Mountain
Drive in honor of the event on May
9. The 19-mile, one-way gravel
road, which is popular for wild)ife
viewing opportunities, will be open
at 7 a.m.

Several bird activities also are
planned May 9 at the Bison Range.
An advanced birding hike and a
beginning bird walk are scheduled.
The trips have limited space, so
please call the Bison Range at 406-
644-2211 to register. There also will
be a talk about bluebird habitat and
houses, a discussion of backyard
bird feeding, giveaways, contests
and a book sa%e.

A May 9 visit also would be a

ood time to garticipate in the

ison Range birthday celebration.
Established in 1908, the Bison
%ange turns 90 years old on May

At the Metcalf refuge, folks can
join local birders in an attempt to
count all the birds in Ravalli
County. Data are used to detect
trends in population size and
distribution of breeding birds
across the country. For more

.information, call Clif Barry at 406-
363-7293, or John Ormiston at 406-
363-7162 or 406-363-5464.

April 30,1998 The Missoulian



“Bison Range drive open for the season

Moiese — The National Bison Range’s Red Sleep Mountain Drive is open for the summer season.

The Red Sleep Mountain Drive is a 19-mile, one-way gravel road that climbs 2,000 feet, and
takes about two hours to complete. Visitors need to start this drive no later than 6 p.m. to finish
the loop before the main gate closes at dark. Trailers and other towed units are not allowed on
the drive. They can be left at the visitor’s center parking lot.

The shorter, graveled West Loop and Prairie drives are open for trailers and large buses and
motor homes. These drives offer views of bison, elk, deer and pronghorn and take about 30
minutes. The graveled roads are not open to motorcycle or bicycles.

The main gate opens daily at 7 a.m. and closes at dark. The visitors’ center is open daily. Hours
vary until after Memorial Day. A $4 per car fee is charged for the drives. A Bison Range season
pass is available for $10. For more information, call 406-644-2211.” May 14,1998 The Missoulian
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FOADRUNNER TOURS

~National Bison Range Tour~
Sunday, May 24
~Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center~

Great Falls
Saturday, June 13

Space is limited * 777-2394

May 15, 1998 The Missoulian



ATHE BIG Sk ..... PR -
AOQUTDOORS BRIEFS . ... c2,c3
AHUNT-RULE CHANGES .......C3
ATOO MANY GEESE ..........CH
ACLASSIFIEDS +vuuvs IDE

MO NTANA

LIFE

Outdoors

ot much has changed at the National Bison Range over the past 90 years. The mission remains as always: “To provide a representative herd of

bison, or butfalo, under reasonably natural conditions, to help ensure the preservation of the species for continued public benefit and enjoyment
TOP: Most famous of the bison born on the National Bison Range over the past nine decades was Big Medicine, a white-coated bull born in 1933

Bison Range helps preserve a western icon

By SHERRY DEVLIN
of the Missoulian

OIESE - This is

the story of the

National Bison

Range.

And, also, of the
West.

‘There were
once 60 million to 80 million
bison on the great, uninterrupted
plains of America, moving in
herds immense enough to cover
the prairic for one day's travel,
and then another.

For the Plains Indians, the
shaggy headed beasts were the
central figure in a centuries-old
pattern of life. Tribes moved with
the buffalo. Survived on the
buffalo. Worshipped the buffalo.

For the white settlers who
moved onto and across the plains
in the 1800s, the bison were a
commodity - and a means of
subduing the Indians.

In 40 years, ending around
1880, all of the great bison herds
were extinguished. Millions of the
animals were shot for meat,
sometimes only for their tongues.
Millions more were shot for their
hides, more for sport, more on
orders from the military.

By 1900, there were less than
100 wild bison left.

‘There was only, at the end of
one century and the start of
another, a handful of ranchers
and a Pend d'Oreille Indian
named Walking Coyote to
intentionally, or unwittingly, save
the species.

In the fall of 1872, Walking
Coyote left the Flathead Indian
Reservation to hunt buffalo in
Blackfeet country to the north
and east, on the other side of the
Rocky Mountains.

He joined a band of Piegan
hunters, and wintered with them
along the Milk River, where it
crossed from Canada into
Montana.

In the spring, after a successful
hunt, a dozen stray motherless

Greyhound buses brought visitors (o the National Bison Range in
1960. Nowadays, most visitors arrive by private car. Visitation has.
increased by 5 percent to 10 percent each year for the past 15 years.

bison calves wandered into
Walking Coyote’s camp. The rust-
colored babies were docile and, in
fact, grazed alongside the horses
and followed the hunters from
place to place.

Whea, later, Walking Coyote
decided to return to the
reservation, he also decided to
take some of the calves with him ~
alive - to start his own herd.

Six calves, two bulls and four

Bison Range
celebrated
its 50th
birthday

with a picnic
and a well-
altended
program that
included
public
speakers
near the
front
entrance.

cows survived the long journey
back. From Sun River to the head
of the Dearborn. Across the
Continental Divide at Cadotte’s
Pass. Down the Big Blackfoot
River and through Hellgate
Canyon. Then northwest into the
Flathead country.

Over the next 11 years,
Walking Coyote's herd increased

See BISON, Page (2

Bison Range throws
90th birthday bash

There's a birthday party on
Saturday in Moiese. Everyone's
invited.

The National Bison Range will
celebrate its 90th birthday with a day
of free admission, extra-long hours,
cake and lemonade, and poster
giveaway
It'll be a good day to visit the
refuge for the first time., said public
affairs officer Pat Jamieson. “Or if
you are a longtime visitor, to check
out some of the new exhibits and
trails."

So that visitors can enjoy the
sunrise, the Bison Range will open
its main gate at 5:30 a.m. Saturday.
The gate will remain open until 10
pm

As an incentive to visitors, no
fees will be charged for the scenic
drives. Visitors will need to start the
longer Red Sleep Drive by 7 p.m. to
complete the loop before dark.

At the visitors' center, cake and
lemonade will be served, beginning
at 11a.m. Free posters wil be
provided, along with coloring pages
for children.

New at the center this season is a
touch-screen interactive computer
program that teaches about the
refuge and challenges visitors to try
their hands at managing bison

The nature trail near the picnic
area has new signs to interpret the
sights. And there's a new accessible
grassland trail just behind the
center, leading visitors on a leisurely
stroll through the Palouse prairie.

To commemorate the 90th
birthday, the range is selling a new
enameled pin of Big Medicine, its
most famous buffalo. Also new is a
National Bison Range poster by
Donna Toelke. Throughout the day
Saturday, Toelke will sign posters at
the Wagon Wheel Gift Shop.

The National Bison Range is
located in Moiese, off state Highway
212, about 50 miles north of
Missoula

Questions? Call 1-406-644-2211

—~ Sherry Devlin, Missoulian
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to 13 animals.

At the same time, ranchers in
Texas, Kansas and Canada
established small, private herds of
buffalo - theirs an intentional
attempt to preserve a few of the
nearly depleted species.

Not, though, until Walking
Coyote sold his 13 bison to Michel
Pablo and Charles Allard, his
neighbors on the Flathead
reservation, was a large and
healthy private herd established.
Under Pablo’s management
(Allard died in 1896), the Flathead
herd grew to 600 animals.

Allard’s heirs sold their bison to
several ranchers, including Charles
Conrad of Kalispell. Pablo
continued to raise bison until his
herd outgrew the pasture and
government officials refused his
request for a long-term lease on
public rangeland nearby.

Eventually, after Congress
refused to buy Pablo’s herd, he
sold the bison to Canada.
Ironically, as the last of his animals
left the Flathead, the first 34 bison
- purchased from the Conrad
family — arrived at the National
Bison Range.

President Teddy R it
established the National Bison
Range on May 23, 1908, as “a
permanent national bison range.”
It was the first land ever purchased
by the federal government for
wildlife.

Its mission, said Roosevelt, was
“to provide a representative herd
of bison, or buffalo, under
reasonably natural conditions, to
help ensure the preservation of the
species for continued public
benefit and enjoyment.”

On June 15, 1909, the federal

government purchased 18,541
acres in the foothills of the
Mission Mountains, across the
Divide from the historic range of
the buffalo, but on land equally
able to sustain a shaggy headed
herd.

From Congress came $47,000,

. most to be paid to the

Confederated Tribes of the
Flathead, Kootenai and Pend
d'Oreille in compensation for the
land, the rest “to enclose said
lands with a good and substantial
fence.”

The first bison were released
inside that fence on Oct. 17, 1909.

“And at first, the management
was as simple as that,” said David
Wiseman, who - on the Bison
Range’s 90th birthday - is
manager of a refuge that encloses
a healthy herd of 350 to 500 bison.

“They built a fence and turned
the animals loose,” Wiseman said
earlier this week.

There wasn’t much
“management,” Wiseman said,
until the herd grew so large that it
started to damage the prairie.
Then the Bison Range began its
yearly roundup and sale, which
limits the herd to a size that fits the
amount of available grass.

In 1921, an executive order
expanded the Bison Range’s
purpose to include bird
management. And all wildlife
refuges have since been instructed
to manage for endangered species.

Wiseman'’s approach is even
broader: “To manage for birds and
bison and endangered species
translates into managing for a
healthy environment. If we take
care of the birds and bison, then
other species will prosper as well.”
S So, too, must he tend the
Palouse prairie that covers the
hills and draws of the refuge. It is,
researchers believe, the largest
intact remnant of the tall
Northwest prairie.

May 21, 1998 The Missoulian
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the animals and the prairie - and
to manage the people.”
Wiseman believes the Bison
Range is quickly reaching “the
threshold of incompatibility.”
“The quality of the experience

Flathead
Indian
Reservation

“The challenges to the prairie
are never-ending,” Wiseman said.
“We've had grass invaders from
other continents and - of course ~
lots of weed invaders. There’s
always something new, it seems.”

Predominant on the Palouse
prairie are rough fescue, Idaho
fescue and bluebunch wheatgrass,
native grasses favored not only by
bison, but by the range’s elk, deer,
pronghorn antelope, bighorn sheep
and mountain goat.

Grazers share the prairie, if
reluctantly, with coyote, mountain
lion, bobeat, bear and badger. And
with the birds which the refuge
must protect. And with the humans
which the reserve must manage.

Opening

“Originally, wildlife refuges
were locked up,” Wiseman said.
“The only people who got to enjoy
them were the people who worked
there.”

Gradually, over many decades,
visitors were added to the refuge
environment, slowly, in buses, then
in cars, in larger and larger
numbers. Visitation at the' _
National Bison Range has
increased by 5 percent to 10
percent a year for the past 15
years.

“It’s become a challenge,” he
said. “When you have 20,000 acres
and about 200,000 visitors a year,
you have to find a way to preserve

Montana’s Newest SKi Area

n November,

is diminishing,” he said. “Some
days, we're getting a thousand
people in the visitor center and on |
the tour road, and you don't feel
like you're out in the wild
anymore. There's somebody
behind you and somebody in front
of you.” :

The Bison Range provides
scenic drives, short walking trails
and a visitor center for the humans
in its environment. But visitors are |
not allowed away from their cars
or off the trails.

The refuge remains, Wiseman

. said, primarily for the animals and

plants.

“This kind of environment and
this kind of diversity, you don’t see.
very often,” he said. “*People
appreciate that we are here, even if
they are never able to visit. They
still appreciate that there is a
National Bison Range.”

They still appreciate, said
refuge recreation planner Pat
Jamieson, the bison.

And knowing that, were they to
visit, they could hear the chomp of
bison teeth on prairie grasses. And
see the romp of rust-colored calves
in the spring. And feel the thunder
of bulls wallowing in mid-summer’s
drought, or stampeding down-draw
on an autumn morning.

And knowing that the American
bison was not lost.-Nor, with it, the
American West.

18 98
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Ignatius High School.

By JOHN STROMNES
of the Missoulian

Valley.
“We wanted the kids here to identify with
where they are from,” said art teacher Jeti
fal; who ived the fine art: i

T. IGNATIUS - Art class and shop class

collaborated at St. Ignatius High School this

winter to produce a metal sculpture of a
bison, celebrating the rich heritage in the Mission

in metal shop.

The art students worked from Malatare’s
original sketch, enlarging it, laying it out on
newsprint, then modeling and casting the
sculpted aluminum horns.

Posivio’s applied materials processing class —
metal shop — did the fabricating and metal

the main high-school campus.

May 26, 1998 The Missoulian

arts collaboration. The project involved 15 artists,
some in Malatare’s advanced art class, and some

A completely different set of students in Gene
cutting. They also helped mount the artwork on
an exterior wall of the art and shop building near

Appropriately, the bison face west toward the
National Bison Range just a few miles away. In

Art student Nathan Boot adjusts metal work on sculpture of bison that the art class made this winter and spring in collaboration with the metal shop class at St

mAn acidic solution left the metal with a rich
bronze patina that has a remarkable

resemblance to the bison's natural brown and
black coloring.

the early-morning light, the sculpture is quite
awe-inspiring, Malatare said.

Metal sculpting was a new medium for the art
students, and several have tried more metalwork
pieces since the bison project was completed
earlier this month.

“The kids have been really inspired. They did
three other metal sculptures, and got the three
top awards at a recent show at Sandpiper Gallery
in Polson,” Malatare said.

The shop students also benefited by being
introduced to the latest metal-cutting technology
—a “plasma” cutting torch that was loaned to the
school for the project by Norco Welding Products
of Missoula.

The plasma torch made quick work of the 14-
gauge steel on which the design was traced using
soapstone. (Soapstone doesn't mar the finished
work, and doesn’t burn off during the cutting
process.) The plasma cutter enabled students to

JOHN STROMNES Missoulian

Art of the wild

St. Ignatius art, shop classes team up to create metal bison sculpture

trace the intricate detail of the design with laser-
like accuracy, Posivio said.

Fabricating the bison horns involved yet
another technical and artistic collaborati
Nathan Boot sculpted the horns from clay and
made a plaster of Paris cast. Posivio’s students
melted aluminum in the shop’s heat-treating
foundry, and poured the aluminum into the
molds. These students also fabricated and welded
the mounting brackets.

Final finishing was done with salt and vinegar
by Malatare. The acidic solution left the metal
with a rich bronze patina that has a remarkable
resemblance to the bison's natural brown and
black coloring.

Posivio and Malatare declared the project a
scholastic and artistic success, not the least
because it involved close collaboration between
two groups of students that seldom share
experiences.

“A lot of the kinds that never take art were
involved in the art program, and a lot of the art
students went next door and learned they could
make some really big stuff out of metal,”
Malatare said.




“Resource organization meeting Saturday

Charlo — This year’s Flathead Resource Organization membership meeting will be Saturday from
2 to 5 p.m. at the National Bison Range at Moiese.

It is a potluck event.

FRO is a conservation-oriented group on the Flathead Reservation with 20-year track record of
environmental advocacy.

“Please bring a dish of your choosing, and bring a lawn chair! Families are welcome Bring
Frisbees and games for kids,” said Tom Smith, FRO executive director.

Several prominent speakers have been invited to make presentations, inckuding Joe McDonald,
president of Salish Kootenai College and president of FRO’s Board of Directors; Tony Incashola
of the Salish Cultural Committee in St. Ignatius; Jerry Roselip and Kathy Schmidt of the Mission
Valley Preservation Alliance; Joann Bigcrane, preservation officer of the Confederated Salish
and Kootenai Tribes: Virgil Dupuis, SKC Extension Service agent, and Michael Kennedy,
Missoula County commissioner from Missoula.

No reservations are required, but for mor information, call FRO at 644-2511.” John Stromnes,
Missoulian May 29, 1998 The Missoulian

“Bison Range visitors’ center hours expanded

Moiese — The visitors’ center at the National Bison Range is now open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily for
the summer.

The center is the best place to start a visit to the range. Personnel are available to answer
questions and give wildlife viewing tips. A free map and field guide are available. Displays
cover the natural history of bison as well as the history of the slaughter and recovery of bison
populations. A 12-minute video is shown on request. There’s also a bookstore, with a variety of
books, maps and posters for sale.

A $4 fee is charged for the scenic drives. Visitors arriving before 8 a.m. may go on the scenic
drives and pay the fee on the way out. The main gate opens at 7 a.m. and is locked at dark.
Visitors must start the Red Sleep Mountain Drive by 7 p.m. to have enough time to finish before
the main gate closes.

For more information, call the National Bison Range at 406-644-2211.” June 25,1998 The Missoulian



Forest Service
eyeing potential
wildlife refuge

By MICHAEL JAMISON
of the Missoulian

KALISPELL - Winged shadows
trace a watery path through the
marshy grassland, a metallic “kik-
kik-kik” shrilling from above the
massive black
tern nesting
colony. Flowing
away to the
west, a long lazy
valley meanders
green with the
water, folding
finally into rolls
of forest and
native prairie.

From across
the shallow

lowland a solitary sandhill crane
cries out against the still heat; a call
heard, on most days, only by moose,
elk, wolves, bears, bald eagles.
This first day of July, however,
the sandhill has as an audience. A
“small handful of people have

See REFUGE, Page A4
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gathered to discuss the future of the
crane, her home and her native
neighbors.

“This ranch,” says Bruce
Bugbee, “is one of the finest
wildlife conservation opportunities
in northwestern Montana. It would
be a tragedy to let such an
opportunity slip by.”

The opportunity Bugbee refers
to is the Lost Trail Ranch, hidden
in the low mountains west of
Kalispell. Bugbee, a conservation
real estate consultant for Montana
Power Co., is working on a deal to
sell much of the ranch to the
federal government — creating, in
the process, an 8,000-acre National
Wildlife Refuge.

MPC bought the ranch two
years ago, he said, investing $5
million in the land and buildings.
The purchase was part of a deal to
compensate the public for wildlife
habitat lost when Kerr Dam
plugged the end of Flathead Lake.

Since the dam’s construction,
Flathead Lake has remained
unnaturally high, and the rich delta
that once spread across the head of
the lake is now greatly eroded.

To mitigate for habitat lost on
the lake’s north shore, as required
by federal law, MPC purchased the
wetland ranch in Pleasant Valley.
About 3,100 acres of the ranch will
be handed over for dam
mitigation, as will an additional
800 acres at nearby McGregor
Lake. <

Of the remaining 4,900 acres at
Lost Trail Ranch, 1,700 will go into
the wetlands preservation program
under a conservation easement.

The debate taking place under

W The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has extended the public
comment period on the Lost Trail
Ranch purchase into July.
Comments will be accepted
through the month, and a draft
plan for the area will be released
in early to mid August. Write
U.S.FWS, ARW/RE Land
Acquisition and Planning, P.O.
Box 25486, Denver, CO, 80225-
0486. Or, for more information
about the Lost Trail project,
contact the National Bison Range
Complex Planning Project, 132
Bison Range Road, Moiese,
Mont., 59824.

the watchful eyes of the sandhill
crane concerns the last 3,000 acres
of ranch land. MPC would like to
sell the land to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, creating a single
8,000-acre National Wildlife
Refuge.

The USFWS favors the idea,
and is currently looking for public
input on the proposed purchase,
which would be paid for with duck
stamp dollars.

If all goes as many hope, it will
be the first substantial addition to
Montana’s refuge lands in more
than a decade.

“We haven’t seen all the public
comment,” said David Wiseman,
“and this is a long way from a done
deal. But I predict our preferred
alternative is going to be to acquire
the ranch.”

Wiseman is the USFWS project
leader for the National Bison
Range Complex, which covers all
National Wildlife Refuge lands in

northwestern Montana.

His prediction for the 3,000
acres comes despite a small but
loud group of naysayers, including
several area ranchers and a
Republican legislator.

Rep. Bob Spoklie, R-Kalispell,
is a local elk farmer appointed last
January to take the legislative seat
of Rep. Bill Boharski, who left to
become mayor of Kalispell.

Spoklie and other property-
rights minded locals have raised
concerns over what they perceive
to be yet another encroachment by
the federal government. More
public lands should be transferred
to private ownership, they say, not
the other way around.

Those speaking against the
purchase, however, have been
largely overwhelmed by the state’s
extensive hunting and fishing
sportsmen’s lobby, which strongly
supports the new refuge.

Currently, the land is posted
against hunting, and is being
operated as a working cattle ranch.
If it is included in the refuge
system, Wiseman said, hunting and
fishing may very well be restored in
the area, offering the public more
access than currently enjoyed.

“The refuge system places
wildlife first,” Wiseman said. “It’s
not a multiple-use system. But if
fishing and hunting do not
interfere with the mission, then
they are allowed in the refuge.”

The same goes for grazing and
logging, he said.

“The land won't be grazed or
logged commercially,” he said,
“unless, of course, a grazing or
logging program can be used in
some way to enhance wildlife
habitat.”

Looking down on the ranch
from the forested northern rim,
Wiseman can imagine a landscape
rich in wildlife and open to visitors.

July 4, 1998 The Missoulian

But for now, he sees potential,
hemmed in between cattle guards
and the bellow of beef on the hoof.

The road slicing through the
ranch is bordered by knee-high
knapweed, which obscures the
fresh cow pies underfoot. The
once-meandering stream draining
from 165-acre Dahl Lake marches
out in geometric precision,
straightened for irrigation.

The ranch, in other words, is
somewhat less than pristine. Yet
the potential Wiseman imagines is
not hard to picture, as a bald eagle
perches in a snag just beyond the
southern-most cattle fence.

“The old photos of the ranch
show it like it was,” he said.
“Marshes, beaver ponds, willow
bottoms. Eastern hunters holding
strings of ducks as long as their
cars. Actually, it looked a lot like it
does now.”
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USFWS seeks public input on MPC sale of refuge -

BY MICHAEL JAMISON
of the Missoulian

KALISPELL — Winged shadows trace a
watery path through the marshy grassland, a
metallic “kik-kik-kik” shrilling from above the
massive black tern nesting colony. Flowing away
to the west, a long lazy valley meanders green
with the water, folding finally into rolls of forest
and native prairie.

From across the shallow lowland a solitary
sandhill crane cries out against the still heat; a
call heard, on most days, only by moose, elk,
wolves, bears, bald eagles.

_ This first day of July, however, the sandhill
has an audience. A small handful of people have
gathered to discuss the future of the crane, her
home and her native neighbors.

“This ranch,” says Bruce Bugbee, “is one of
the finest wildlife conservation opportunities in
northwestern Montana. It would be a tragedy to
let such an opportunity slip by.”

The opportunity Bugbee refers to is the Lost
Trail Ranch, hidden in the low mountains west of
Kalispell. Bugbee, a conservation real estate con-
sultant for Montana Power Co., is working on a
deal to sell much of the ranch to the federal gov-
ernment — creating, in the process, an 8,000-acre
National Wildlife Refuge.

MPC bought the ranch two years ago, he said,
investing $5 million in the land and buildings.
The purchase was part of a deal to

chased the wetland ranch in Pleasant Valley.
About 3,100 acres of the ranch will be handed
over for dam mitigation, as will an additional 800
acres at nearby McGregor Lake.

Of the remaining 4,900 acres at Lost Trail
Ranch, 1,700 will go into the wetlands preserva-
tion program under a conservation easement.

The debate taking place under the watchful
eyes of the sandhill crane concerns the last 3,000
acres of ranch land. MPC would like to sell the
land to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, creat-
ing a single 8,000-acre National Wildlife Refuge.

The USFWS favors the idea, and is looking for
public input on the proposed purchase, which
would be paid for with duck stamp dollars.

If all goes as many hope, it will be the first

b ial addition to 's refuge lands in
more than a decade.

“We haven't seen all the public comment,”
said David Wiseman, “and this is a long way
from a done deal. But I predict our preferred
alternative is going to be to acquire the ranch.”

Wiseman is the USFWS project leader for the
National Bison Range Complex, which covers all
National Wildlife Refuge lands in northwestern
Montana.

His prediction for the 3,000 acres comes
despite a small but loud group of naysayers,
including several area ranchers and a
Republican legislator.

Rep. Bob Spoklie, R-Kalispell, is a local elk

the public for wildlife habitat lost when Kerr
Dam plugged the end of Flathead Lake.

Since the dam’s construction, Flathead Lake
has remained unnaturally high, and the rich delta
that once spread across the head of the lake is
now greatly eroded.

To mitigate for habitat lost on the lake’s north
shore, as required by federal law, MPC pur-

farmer d last January the legisla-
tive seat of Rep. Bill Boharski, who left to
become mayor of Kalispell.

Spoklie and other property-rights minded
locals have raised concerns over what they per-
ceive to be yet another encroachment by the fed-
eral government. More public lands should be
transferred to private ownership, they say, not
the other way around.

Those speaking against the purchase, howev-
er, have been largely overwhelmed by the state’s
extensive hunting and fishing sportsmen’s lobby,
which strongly supports the new refuge.

Currently, the land is posted against hunting,
and is being operated as a working cattle ranch.
If it is included in the refuge system, Wiseman
said, hunting and fishing may very well be
restored in the area, offering the public more
access than currently enjoyed.

“The refuge system places wildlife first,”
Wiseman said. “It’s not a multiple-use system.
But if fishing and hunting do not interfere with
the mission, then they are allowed in the refuge.”

The same goes for grazing and logging, he
said.

“The land won’t be grazed or logged commer-
cially,” he said, “unless, of course, a grazing or
logging program can be used in some way to
enhance wildlife habitat.”

Looking down on the ranch from the forested
northern rim, Wiseman can imagine a landscape
rich in wildlife and open to visitors. But for now,
he sees potential, hemmed in between cattle .,
guards and the bellow of beef on the hoof.

The road slicing through the ranch is bor-
dered by knee-high knapweed, which obscures -
the fresh cow pies underfoot. The once-meander-
ing stream draining from 165-acre Dahl Lake

hes out in ic precision, straightened
for irrigation. The ranch, in other words, is
somewhat less than pristine. Yet the potential
Wiseman imagines is not hard to picture, as a
bald eagle perches in a snag just beyond the
southern-most cattle fence.

“The old photos of the ranch show it like it
was,” he said. “Marshes, beaver ponds, willow
bottoms. Eastern hunters holding strings of
ducks as long as their cars. Actually, it looked a
lot like it does now.”

The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has
extended the public
comment period on
the Lost Trail
Ranch purchase;
northwest of
Missoula, into July.
Comments will be
accepted through
the month, and a
drafi plan for the
area will be
released in early to
mid August. Write
US.FWS, ARW/RE
Land Acquisition
and Planning, Box
25486, Denver,
CO, 80225-0486.
Or, for more infor-
mation about

the Lost Trail pro-
Jject, contact the
National Bison
Range Complex
Planning Project,
132 Bison Range
Road, Moiese, MT,
59824,

July 4, 1998 The Montana Standard



BRIEFS

Jim Fowler at Bison Range

"~ MOIESE - Jim Fowler, host of -
“Mutual of Omaha's Wild ‘
Kingdom,” will visit the National
Bison Range on Monday.

_ Fowler, who is also director of
Mutual of Omaha’s Wildlife
Heritage Center, will talk about
bison and wildlife, birds of prey and
conservation from 5-5:30 p.m. at the
Visitor Center. His appearance is
free and open to the public.

Fowler's visit is part of the Bison

Range’s Y0th birthday celebration,
The range was established on May
23, 1908, the first land ever
purchased for wildlife by the federal
government, Its mission: “To

rovide a representative herd of

ison, or buffalo, under reasonably
natural conditions, to help ensure
the preservation of the species for
continued public benefit and
enjoyment.”

July 23,1998 The Missoulian '
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Fowler of ‘Wild Kingdom’ fame coming to area

Jim Fowler, one-time sidekick of
Marlin Perkins, now the longtime
host of “Mutual of Omaha’s Wild
Kingdom” in his own right, will
bring his wildlife-conservation
message to Kalispell and Moiese
next week.

Here’s his schedule:

From 2-2:45 p.m. Monday,
Fowler will talk to children from
the Salvation Army recreation

program in Kalispell, with help Fowler

from a white-tailed fawn, golden
eagle, peregrine falcon, great gray
owl and barred owl.

From 5-5:45 p.m., he’ll be at the
National Bison Range in Moiese
with a lesson on preserving the
natural world. His audience: a
group of Boy Scouts and 4-Hers.

July 25, 1998 The Missoulian

His assistants: a
golden eagle,
great horned
owl and a barred
owl. Fowler also
will release a
great horned
owl into the wild
during his stop
at the Bison
Range.

On Tuesday,
Fowler will

begin his day at the Bibler Gardens
in Kalispell, with an appearance
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. He'll meet
with local 4-Hers, look at the
flowers and show off a miniature
Sicilian donkey, a miniature
Nigerian goat and a Zebu.

From 10:45 to 11:30 p.m.,
Fowler will visit Spring Brook
Ranch, a 250-acre ranch that has
been protected as undeveloped
open space. He'll meet, too, with
children from Glacier Institute’s
Young Naturalist Program and
from Children for Wildlife.

Finally, from noon to 12:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Fowler will give children a
tour of the Conrad Mansion in
Kalispell, again bringing along
some animal friends.

Fowler’s visit is sponsored by
Mutual of Omaha’s Wildlife
Heritage Center. The center was
established in 1992 as part of the
“Wild Kingdom” program.

~ Sherry Devlin, Missoulian
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Crown prince of the

Wild Kingdom

MICHAEL GALLACHER Missoulian

He’s been chased by elephants, stalked by polar bears and nearly had his boat upset by hippos, so being battered by a peregrine falcon Monday afternoon at the
National Bison Range was just another day at the office for Jim Fowler.

Jim Fowler lends a hand on the TV series, and lends his voice to conservation

By JOHN A. REED
for the Missoulian

OIESE - Although his
version of a “hoot” owl
call didn’t seem to much

impress the barred owl
perched on his sleeve, Jim Fowler got
the message across to his human
audience just fine.

Fowler, host of “Mutual of
Omaha’s Wild Kingdom” TV series,
visited the National Bison Range on
Monday afternoon, packing a little
humor and a serious environmental
message for the more than 100
people gathered at the visitors’
center.

And he tapped a natural resource
along the way — the animal kingdom
~ to help him send home the point.

Surrounded by the likes of a
peregrine falcon, a white-tailed fawn,
golden eagle, great gray owl and —
much to its disinterest — the barred

owl, Fowler told a collection of
young and old that mankind can
learn a lot from its animal neighbors.

“We've got to learn the laws of
nature, as to how they affect life on
Earth,” Fowler said, his brow
dripping from sweat in the 90-plus
degree heat.

“The trick is to reach people. And
you can certainly do that with
animals,” he added.

Reaching people was not the
problem Monday.

Every set of eyes was glued to
Fowler and his contingent of animal
guests that were brought to the
presentation by Beth Sorensen of
Wildlife Return, a western Montana
wild animal-care shelter.

With each critter Fowler brought
out, the gaggle of youngsters hugging
the ground in front of him edged
closer and closer, yearning to reach
out and touch their furred and

See WILD, Page A12

[4 & | e
There was no shortage of animals to keep the youngsters occupied, but this
white-tailed fawn stole the show.
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Continued

feathered creatures.

By the time the orphaned fawn
bleated its way to the forefront, the
swarm of admirers was fully
engrossed in whatever Fowler had
to say. His message was simple and
direct: Whatever helps or harms
animals on the planet affects
people, too. Pay attention and learn
the lessons well.

But not everything on the
sweltering day was in such a serious

vein.

Asked if he had ever been
seriously injured during the filming
of the long-running TV series,
Fowler replied, “Living in New
York, you've got to watch it.”

And he recalled for the audience
how often it seemed that he became
the participant rather than the
observer on the weekly show.

“Remember how Marlin Perkins
(the show’s original host) used to
send me out to do the dirty work,”
Fowler said, laughing about those
sometimes weekly tribulations such
as alligator wrestling or being
chased down by 200 elephants.

All in all, though, Fowler said he
wouldn’t have done it any
differently.

“I've always sensed the
adventure in the outdoors,” he said,
thanking his father, an avid
outdoorsman, for the lifelong
infatuation with the wild.

It is this love of nature that
pushes him to spread the word - to
help all living things better exist.

“We've got to learn to make
people care - affect the public
attitude,” said Fowler.

Judging by the looks on the faces
of his admirers, there are a few
more now that do.

i
July 28,1998 The Missoulian

“National Bison Range switches to fall hours

Moiese — Fall’s coming to the National Bison Range, and with it a change in park hours.

Beginning Saturday, Sept. 5, the visitors’ center will be open weekdays from 8 a.m. o 5 p.m. and
on weekends from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The cenic drives will be open from 7 a.m. until dark.

Visitors should begin the Red Sleep Mountain Drive by p. m. to finish before the main gate
closes. The 19-mile, one-way gravel road takes 90 minutes to two hours to drive. The Buffalo
Prairie Drive takes 20 to 30 minutes.

There is a $4 per vehicle charge for use of the scenic drives, payable at the visitors’ center. A
season pass to the Bison Range is $10.

Remember that Red Sleep Mountain Drive will close for about a week near the end of September
or beginning of October while the bison herd is moved. Visitors’ center hours also may be
different at that time. The scenic drive closes for the winter on Oct. 13,

Questions? Call 406-644-2211.”

August 27,1998 The Missoulian

“Bison Range hours changing

Moiese — Hours are changing at the National Bison Range, but the gates will remain open
throughout the winter.



Beginning Tuesday, drives on the range will be open from 7 a.m. until dark. The Winter Drive
takes about an hour to complete. The shorter West Loop Drive lies behind the Visitor Center and
takes about 15 minutes.

The Visitor Center is open weekdays only, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. It is closed weekends and
holidays through the fall and winter months. No fees are charged during the winter.

The 10-mile round-trip Winter Drive offers views of deer, elk, pronghorn and bald eagle along
Mission Creek and in Alexander Basin. There are always bison in the exhibition pasture just
past the picnic areas, and other bison should be visible along Highways 3 and 200.

Visitors planning trips to the Bison Range during colder weather may want to call first for
current road conditions. The number is 406-644-2211.” Missoulian  October 8, 1998 The Missoulian



“Briefs

Take a holiday drive on the National Bison Range

Moiese — Need a place to take all that company coming for Thanksgiving and Christmas? The
National Bison Range says, “Come on up.”

The Bison Range’s scenic drives are open daily, except during extremely harsh weather. The
Winter Drive is a 10-mile round trip on gravel road. Likely seen are deer, elk, pronghorn and
bald eagle along Mission Creek and n Alexander Basin.

A small group of bison is always on display in the exhibition pasture just past the picnic area. In
winter, most of the bison herd can be seen on the south side of the range along Highway 93 north
of Ravalli.

The shorter West Loop Drive also offers views of deer, pronghorn and other wildlife. Range
managers suggest that visitors allow about an hour for he drives, so they can go slow enough to
spot and enjoy wildlife and scenery.

Drives are open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Visitors may want to call Bison Range for current
road conditions. The number is 406-644-2211.

In nicer weather, visitors often walk along the nature trail in the picnic area. The one-mile
accessible trail is a good place to see winter birds, including black-capped chickadees, northern
flickers and Townsend’s solitaires.

Birders also should spend a little extra time and drive north on Highway 212 to Ninepipe
National Wildlife Refuge. There are geese and other waterfowl on open water in the reservoir,
ring-necked pheasants and bald eagles on and above the ground.

Remember that walking away from vehicles is prohibited on national wildlife refuges, except in
designated areas.

The visitors center and bookstore at the Bison Range are open weekdays only from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Beginning Dec. 1, all books, postcards and poster will be 25 percent off. The visitors

center is closed weekends and holidays, and also will be closed the day after Thanksgiving.”
November 19, 1998 The Missoulian
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Donaldson ralsed the turkeys without using
chemicals or medicines.

Donaldson’s sign advertises the birds outside her

home on Highway 93 near St. ignatius.

Judy Donaldson’s turkeys are homegrown from the heart

Written by SHERRY DEVUIN
Photographed by TOM BAUER
of the Missoulian

T. IGNATIUS - When the breeze
starts to bite and autumn turns
the comer into winter, Judy
Donaldson buttons her patchwork
overshirt taut against the cold of
her morning chores,

This is, she confesses, her favorite time
of year.

The asters offer a farewell bloom. An
acre of crisscrossed corn stalks gives
testimony to summer’s bounty. The apples
that no one could reach wrinkle on a dozen

anches,

In the barn, a mama bunny warms a half

“You've got to love an animal or it's not
going to respond. But you can't name
them. Once you give them names, they
become pets and you can't eat them."

- Judy

narrow but navigable, in the clouds and
lights the foothills to her west. If we had
the field glasses, she says, we could
probably see buffalo.

“This time of day, Donaldson says, her
life seems like a dream: the move to
Montana, the long search for work, the
goad fortune of finding the little

dozen babies in a nest of straw and fur. In
the chicken coop, 17 ever-so-plump turkeys
peck the last of yesterday’s grain from the
feeding trough.

Donaldson kicks the leaves coloring her
lawn and nods to the snow squall on the
Mission Mountains to her east. Just look at
that, she says, The sun finds a break,

for rent, the gel ity of her
landlord and of his land.
“It’s like a miracle,” she whispers.

The first time Judy Donaldson raised
turkeys was back home in northeast
Indiana, three hens and a tom, a gift from
her sister when they were a day old.

‘They'd sit with her on the front porch
swing at daybreak, pecking cereal out of

Sec TURKEYS, Page E3

Donaidson’s turkeys
start cafling an hour
before she feeds them
The birds think she's their
mama, and Donaldson's
husband, Otis, says they
recognize her voice.



sankn Com. 00, cobs and all,
And squash.
They start calling an hour
* betare she fills two plastic pails
with tap water and a coffee can
with corn, and letives the warmth
of her kitchen. "Can you hear
them?” she asks. “They're looking
O e et sk oen
time she
knothole in the chicken house, the
birds are in full gobble.

There's no tin raisin
tur!wys. Dona.;m ; ﬂp.g
she

Iuve animals.
It dnesn 1 maner to me what they
are”

Judy and Otis Donaldson
are, she figures, a perfect match,
Her people were farmers in
Indiana, and she gm\ up
butchering pigs - “on New Year's
Duy at U: c's” —
tending cluckcm “T'd fall
headfirst into the 35-gallon barrel
of feed.”

Otis is 4 Texan and a rancher,,
quick with a smile, accustomed to
hard work.

They share a love of animals, all
sox;;e she ts_ady?.;she Jm 't mo
number o and cats

“resceed” over the years,

They've spent their 21 years

round

followtmwmm they
marricd, Jlldyhld six children,
helped her raise them, and
did a wonderful job of it. But the
kids are grown and gone now, and
Judy and Otis are ready to stay in
one place.
“Last year, Otis said, ‘Honey, 1
am so tired. Where are we going to
B vt s
were living in Wyoming
d Rso alkaline you counki“a;:' .
+ drink the water or grow it n.
* But they had friends in St. Ignatius
and Oris had a job offer.
By the time th rmcd.

thuugll. lhe )oh be

oﬁmd !h: Domkfwus a room.
and Otis started commuting to and
from the Job Service office in
Polson. One day, he invited Judy
along for the drive,

o‘fwlwnlbeynw
"You‘wptwmanmul
or it's not going to respond,” she
instructs. “But you can't name
them. Onee you give them names,
d;eybocmnepcuandyouan’tm

Mdthuetuzkcynze.mdwd.
intended for butchering.
Donaldson Mattened a cardboard
box into a sign a few wecks back
and stapled it to the back of the

lywwdwgl;ﬂuhnﬂmwl
on Summer.

Otis Domldsonss»gu
announced: "Fm Looking for
Work." Tt hrought him odd jobs all
summer. l.nSeptunber.
workdﬁvingadum ata
consfruction site in la.

.lndyDouldmuip
announces: “Order Now ‘Fresh”
Turkeys." It has brought four
orders so far. She's hoping for
another nine. That way, she could
butcher one turkey for herself and

keepamnndapnlrdhemw

year's babics.

produce next
(“About spring, they breed and lay

abunch of hig cggs - ouch eggs,”

“All summer, they ate out of

the garden." she savs. “They loved
the greens. I even gave them the
weeds and the green bean plants
once the beans were done, And [
had tons and tons of zucchini. T let
ﬂmgtw and they'd be nine

'I'helitﬂctmyursofmﬂm

ﬂh‘t also found their
” feed. “1

the marsh that buffers their front
yudhomlh:lhqhwaly"s;:’saho
saving some cleanup in the flower
and vegetable beds for spring,

knowing the urge that will come
g}mh_ermthmm“mb(m

spring.

A local couple lived here nearly
60 years before they sold out and
moved to a new house in town,
Judy and Otis met them over the
summer, and thanked them for the
bown d‘l,:yloﬁbehind

the magnificent flowers
weihurdom she said. "I just
gﬁ th.tbeeolumbmuand
pines and lilies - you should
have seen the lilics - and the lilac
bushes and the marigolds. And we

vqm:m msandmm

before.

“1 canned 401 quarts of fruits
and vegetables and jams. T didn't
cven put up that much when the
kids were all at home."

The kids lnn'tonmhgr:;“

dmnhcvmuldn’tputuplbem 4
for just the two of them,

S0 Judy surprised him a week
o so ago, lifting it into the corner
of the living room while he was at
waork, looping the blue tinsel from
branch to branch, plugging in the
lights when she suw his turn signal
on the highway that night,

“You should have seen his face
when he came in the door,”

Tt sure felt like home, she md
Testill does.

“Pd like to stay right here
forever.” she said. " Until our time
isup.”




o
m;m' ou're the cock of the

" she
S R

November 22, 1998 The Missoulian
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Denver Holt bought a seven-acre farm in the Mission Valley a year ago in October, intent on gaving wildlife biclogists like himself a refuge of their own and a place where they can share what
they leam in the fiekd with the public. “This is everything that | believe in," Holt sayg, "doing research and connacting research people to the public and letiing the public participate "

Biologist’s dream of getting folks back to nature is taking flight at Ninepipes

Wiitten by SHERRY DEVLIN
Photographed by KURT WILSON
of the Missoulian

HARLO - Denver Holt sees
the old farmhouse and imagines
wildlife biologists sitting around
the kitchen table at day’s end,
philosophizing and swapping
stories,

He sees the big red barn out back and
imagines college students learning how to
handle raptors at a weekend wor::op
They're staying overnight in the hog pen;
it’s become a bunkhouse, The hawks and
owls have accommodations in the old

inary.
Holt surveys the farm he bought a year

ago on the edge of Ninepipes National

Wildlife Refuge and knows it is his chance

A nook off the mud room offers shelves
of field guides and a writing table. Holt has

furnished the house with donated items and
curios from his own collection.

to make a dream come true. This is a place,
he says, where biologists can commit
themselves to field research and share what
they learn with other rescarchers and with
the public.

This is a place where people can see and
touch and hear wild places - ice and rocks,
coniferous forests, prairie potholes and
grasslands, shelterbelts and tilled ficlds,
cottonwood creek bottoms ~ and all their
accompanying wildlife.

They will come here to learn, he says,
and the learning will make them care.

For years, Holt scarched the back
roads of the Mission Valley for a farm - “or
even a little shed” - that he could rent and
use as a field station for his owl research.

One afternoon, nearly two years ago
now, he stopped along Ninepipes Lane to
quiz an older gentleman at work outside a

pair of ratty cabins.
“Do you own these?”
“No*
“Are they for rent?”
“No.”

“For sale?"

“No. Who are you anyway?"

Holt introduced himself and told about
his Missoula-based Owl Research Institute
and his study of long-cared owls at
Ninepipes and Pablo national wildlife
el

fuges.
“I know about you,” the man said, and
invited him inside for coffce.
By hour’s end, the spark of a friendship
flickered. The older man was Dwight

and he was the first state Fish and Game
biologist in the Mission Valley.

In 1954, he helped establish the state’s
wildlife management area at Ninepipes.

Twenty years later, he and his wife Hope
bought 120 acres adjoining the state and
federal refuges, intent on conserving the
land as wildlife habitat and as their
retirement home.

Stockstad showed Holt the house he was
building nearby, atop a mound of glacial till.
On the flatland below, he pointed out a
little farmhouse and a half-dozen
outbuildings and said he owned those, too.

“If you ever want to sell that farm, let me
know,” Holt said. I have this idea, this
dream really, of a center for wildlife
research and education.

And Holt said his good-byes, figuring
he'd likely never hear from Stockstad again.

Three months later, the telephone rang.
“Let’s talk,” Stockstad said. By the end of
the afternoon, they had come to an
agreement, although Holt admits he had

See CENTER, Page C2

The farmhouse vas
Holl's first
refurbishing project.
Its kitchen, sitting
room and private
cormers give wildlife
biologists a place to
relax, swap stories
and rework their
notes after a day in
the fieid.



Center

Continued from Page C1

“no idea” how he was going to pay for the
farm he had just bought.

“The more we thought about selling the
farm, the more we thought about selling it to
Denver,” Stockstad said one day last week,
sitting at a two-chair table in the kitchen of
the home he has now - almost - finished.
“We realized that what Denver was

posing was the best possible use of those
bulldmgs

“All we ever wanted was to see this place
remain in conservation,” Stockstad
“Denver is our tee.”

Holt’s Owl Research Institute bought
seven acres, including the farmhouse and
outbuildings, a year ago October, and the
Ninepipes Wildlife R h and E

PP

Center was born.

Holt stepped out of the farmhouse
kitchen and literally sprinted into the yard.
“I really just lucked into a wonderful place,”
he said. “Just look.”

At the fenceline, a state wildlife
management area begins. Beyond that, isthe
Ninepipes refuge, then the Mission

this day. To the west is 31 acres of farm land
that Holt hopes to buy, then the town of
Charlo, then the Salish Range. To the north,
he has an option on another 110 acres.
“Then,” he said, “we would be insulated.”

He spied a great-horned owl roosting in a
stand of willows. Hawks — Cooper’s, rough-
legged, red-tailed, sharp-shinned, kestrals,
merlins, prairie falcons — use the weeping
birch for hunting perches, he said. Long-
eared owls nap in the junipers out front.
That’s where I'm building an old-fashioned
New England rock wall, he said, underneath
the huge-leafed Norway maple and the black
cottonwood.

“I can’t believe everything that is already
here,” he said, spinning now, arms reaching
wide. This summer, there was fruit on the
pear, plum and apple trees, and on the
mountain ash. The rose bushes bloomed
long and often. With fall came the show of
the mountain maple and

Mountains, mostly hidden by snow clouds . -

The centerplece of the Ninepipes Wildlife Research and Education Center will be the two-story, red-sided barn, says Denver Holt. Once
renovated, at a likely cost of $250,000, the barn will provide a lecture hall, exhibit space, labs, work rooms and offices.

owls, tiny vases of bird feathers, balene from
a bow whale, a blues harp.

Maybe, if he can provide the end-of-the-
day refuge, wildlife biologists will get back
into the field, Holt said. “Wildlife biology is
becoming so much office work. We don’t get
out anymore. We’re administrators and
department chairmen. We're always in
meetings.”

When money dries up,

black locust. Now the

the end of a day in the
field. Thus the farmhouse

field research is the first

witchy branched willow ‘ victim, he said. So, too,
dominates alongside the Ifwe want to Smdy % when time gets short.
pond. animals that live outside, Biologists with ties to
Holt sees his ; universities often find
Ninepipes Center as a then we need ,to get outside themselves pulled away by
refuge for wildlife among them. teaching and advising
researchers, a place duties. Everyone laments
where they can relax at - Denver Holt, the time spent in meetings
wildlife biologist  and on the computer

answering e-mail.

and its well-appointed
nooks: a cubicle just off the mud room
furnished with a writing table and a growing
collection of field guides, and a wide - and
open - kitchen where biologists can fix their
meals and attend to their day’s field notes.
In the sitting room and an adjoining
reading room, Holt has provided an eclectic
collection of wildlife journals, art books,
artwork and curiosities he’s collected in the
field and on the road: items lost and found
on the Alaskan tundra where he studies
snowy owls each summer, a mounted great-
horned owl, a White Ow cigar box, carved
and hand-painted and temperature-gauging
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“If we want to study
animals that live outside,
then we need to get outside among them,”
said Holt.

That is why, in 1989, Holt established his
Owl Research Institute, a non-profit
institute funded by grants and private
donations, dedicated to long-term research
studies and public education. The institute,
he said, has allowed him to stay in the field.
Now the Ninepipes Centcr will help others
do the same.

As a tour guide, Holt tends toward the
manic. “This is just a shed,” he said. “But I
like it.”

“This may look like an old hog pen, but

we will make this the bunkhouse. It will
probably take about $50,000.”

“I love this barn. I don’t want to lose its
appearance or its integrity. But it needs to be
skinned and modernized. It’s probably a
quarter-million-dollar project.”

The Owl Research Institute has been so
successful in attracting foundation grants
and individual donations that Holt is
confident - even if apprehensive - that he
can raise the $500,000 it will take to .
refurbish the outbuildings that will provide
lecture halls, meeting rooms, work space and
sleeping quarters for the Ninepipes Center.

“But I can’t do this alone,” he said.

Already, he's wrangled donations of used
snowmobiles for his visiting researchers,
windows and a stove for a cabin, artwork and
scholarly journals for the farmhouse,
electrical work and carpentry.

“I tell people, here is this mushroom, It is
growing. It will be good. It needs your help,”
he said. “I feel so strongly that this center is
important for conservation. This is
everything that I believe in: doing research
and connecting research people to the public
and letting the public participate.”

The Stockstads were the first to
contribute, substantially lowering the price
they could have asked for the place. Hope
helped arrange a recent meeting and tour of
the grounds by the Charlo Garden Club.
Stocky is around the farm almost every day,
working in the shop, dreaming and scheming
with Holt.

The old granary would make a great
holding pen for injured - or otherwise
visiting - birds of prey, he said. Its floor

boards are sound, as are its walls. It just
needs shanng up a bit, and cleaning and
paintin;

The bam, at 60 feet long, 30 feet high, 30
feet deep, offers the most potential for
meeting and work space. Holt imagines a
series of museum exhibits upstairs and a
lecture hall. Downstairs, there is space for
classrooms, offices, labs and work areas. The
barn will be the education center, he said.

Eventually, Holt said, he’ll hire a full-time
education director and offer courses and
workshops and lectures for university

d school teachers, school child
writers, photographers and the general
public.

Already under way is reconstruction of a
one-room cabin that will house visiting
instructors and researchers. Already
inhabiting it are wildlife biologists from the
Craighead Wildlife-Wildlands Institute.
They’re studying bighorn sheep on the
National Bison Range.

The cabin is a memorial to Nancy Claflin,
a woman from Holt’s native Massachusetts
who “took me under her wing when I was 16
years old and gave me this world of birds.”

Claflin gave Holt his first pair of
binoculars and a bird book, and encouraged
him over the decades of schooling and
research that followed. When he bought the
farm a year ago, she was among the first
visitors. She died in June.

“Nancy gave me this,” Holt said, his spin
taking in the farmhouse and outbuildings
and the marshes and mountain ranges that
surround.

“So I could give it to others.”
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40 years ago

On Dec: 8, Dr. Earl C. Lory
chairman of the Chemistry -
Department at the University of
Montana, was appointed dean of
the faculty by President Gordon
Castle. Lory relinquished his
position as head of the chemistry
department, but continued his
teaching duties within the
department. He had been head of
the chemistry department for
three years. The new dean
succeeded Dr. Harold Chatland,
who stepped down in October to
take over as head administrator of
institutional research at UM.
Lory, on the UM staff for 12 years
at the time, assumed his new
duties at the start of winter
quarter in January of 1959.

(Lory was on the University of
Montana staff for more than 25
years as.a professor and :
administrator, but when he left the
school he began a second career of
public service. Lory was a Missoula
area legislator from 1975-89. He
was a longtime member of the
Community Medical Center board,
the Salvation Army advisory board
and the Council On Aging, along
with being a long-term member of
the Kiwanis. The one-time chemist
also has gained notoriety for his
cookies, and often brought samples
tovanousmeemgsandtosham
with friends.)

The modern champion of ,
buffalo slayers was at it again on
Det. 9 at the National Bison

December 6, 1998 The Missoulian

— Range at
Moiese. Henry
J. Helgeson,

butcher, went
to the bison
range and
slaughtered 60
bison to help
the range
management
thin out the
herd. Helgespn
had been
hunting bison
at the range
both on his
own and at the behest of the range
staff for over 35 years. On his
return from Moiese, the champion
marksman said, “By my own tally I
have now killed some 3,543 bison
since 1923. There aren’t as many
to kill, nor do they want as many
killed as we used to, but it is still a

great sport.” .

CHRIS
WALTERSKIRCHEN

(Helgeson continued thinning
the herd into the 1960s but that type
approach to leveling the herd'’s
numbers was discontinued soon
after. Now the management of the
bison range takes bids each year
from parties interesteq in removing
bison from the range. Interested
bidders are sent a list of types of
available animals and then submit
their bids, a minimum of $500.
Successful bidders then remove the
bison, alive, from the range. In

" ‘recent years, from 80 to 100 bison

are removed each year. About one-
third to one-fourth of the bison
removed are donated to projects

Missoula area

such as the Intertribal Bison
Cooperative, which involves
numerous tribes attempting to
establish bison herds of their own.
Also more recently,smany bison
bought from the range are used for
breeding rather than for meat.)

16 years'ago .

On the night of Dec. 12, the
Missoula City Council selected

“three finalists and then chose

Ward 4 City Councilman John
Toole as Missoula’s next mayor, to
replace the late Bill Cregg. The
council’s final choices came down
to Toole; Montana Speaker of the
House Daniel Kemmis; and city:
finance director Larry Heggen.
The final three were whittled from
an original list of 21 applicants,

“five of which withdrew or were -

‘disqualified for various reasons.
The council last Wednesday
interviewed eight candidates
before deciding on the final three.
On the first three ballots, Heggen
and Kemmis were deadlocked just
short of the majority needed for
election. On the fourth ballot,
Toole gained support as a
deadlock among the other two had
developed, and finally, on the fifth

~ ballot, Toole got more than the

needed seven votes and was
eventually made a unanimous
choice.

(Toole served as mayor for two
years until the eléction of fellow
Republican Bob Lovegrove.
Kemmis was eventually elected
mayor in his own right in 1989.)



“Frank B. Groom

Missoula — Frank B. Groom one of the last of the old cowboys, died Dec. 28, 1998, in Missoula
of natural causes.

Frank was born in [ December 2] 1902 in Grant City, [Worth Co.] Mo., the first son of Virginia
Lee and William “Bud” Groom. Jenny Lee and Bud, both widowed single parents when they
married, brought a large blended family to the marriage and Frank, his brother Emmett and his
sister Edrie were the children of the new marriage.

The Groom family moved from Missouri to Oklahoma by wagon when Frank was 2 years old.
Frank and Emmett left Oklahoma for Montana during the Great Depression. Frank worked at the
National Bison Range, supervising CCC crews in the building of some of the original fence line
around the Bison Range. Frank married Verda King in 1945, and they worked at several cattle
ranches before settling in the Polson Area.

Frank began working for the Teel Hereford Ranch on the south shore of Flathead Lake in 1950,
and he worked there until his retirement in the ‘60’s. He spent a year or two with the Pablo
Irrigation District in the ‘50’s. Following his retirement, Frank found he didn’t enjoy life much
without being around stock, so he worked into the 1970s on a part-time basis for the Dupuis
brothers’ Mud Creek Ranch near Pablo.

Frank and Verda retired in Pablo. Verda preceded him in death in 1977 as did his parents and all
20 of his siblings.

Frank is survived by his son Robert and wife, Sharon, of Pine Bluffs, Wyo., his daughter Mary
Groom Hall and husband, Lionel, of Missoula; grandchildren Robert, Paul, James, Emmett and
Vicki Groom of Pine Bluffs, and Daryk and Jeremy Hall of Missoula; three stepdaughters, Shelia
Peterson and Zelda Poulson of Missoula, and Colleen Harrison of Boerne, Texas; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Frank could break a horse, stack hays, still ‘shine, call a square dance and spin a yarn with the
best of them. He lived a long, full life and left a legacy of stories of the progress of the 20" the

West.” January 5,1999 The Missoulian; _https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LVLT-Z6T/frank-b-groom-02-1998 [this says 29 Dec.] [In
1931 he married Minnie Belle Pauls.]

“Stanley Driscoll
Charlo — Stanley Driscoll, 84, of Charlo died Feb. 17, 1999, as the result of an auto accident.
Stan was born Dec. 17, 1914, the fourth child of Jeremiah Driscoll and Katherine Sullivan.

He was preceded by his parents and a brother, Lawrence. His wife, Anne, also died in the
accident.


https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LVLT-Z6T/frank-b-groom-02-1998

He is survived by his children, Joann (John) of Cordova, Alaska, Daniel (Carole) of Spokane,
Michael (Mary) of Kenai, Alaska, Thomas (Jo) of Kent, Wash., Elaine (Steve) of Hong Kong,
Tim and Leo, both of Charlo, and Laura of Missoula; 10 grandchildren, Lori, Reland, Gwynn,
Chris, Erin, Blythe, Mike, Cindy, Rachel and Emmerett; five great-grandchildren; brothers John
of Shawnee Mission, Kan., and Jim (Inez) of Billings; sisters Mary of Portland, Ore., Katherine
of San Francisco, Irene of San Francisco, Alice of San Francisco and Geraldine of Issaquah,
Wash.; a sister-in-law, Anne of Bozeman; numerous nieces and nephews, and a special nephew,
Joe Tejeda of Visalia, Calif.

Stanley worked for the National Bison Range, then as a pipefitter in the Kaiser Shipyards inn
Vancouver, Wash., during World War 1. Upon returning to Charlo, he farmed in the Charlo
community for over 50 years.

He enjoyed horseback riding, playing pinochle and visiting with his many friends.

The rosary will be held at the Mission Valley Funeral Chapel in St. Ignatius on Sunday, Feb. 21,
at 7 p.m. Graveside services will take place at 10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 22, at the St. Ignatius
Catholic Cemetery with Mass following at 11 a.m. at the St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Charlo.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorials may be sent to the D’ Aste Women’s Club
or the Charlo Senior Citizen’s Center.”  February 20, 1999 The Missoulian

“Teachers can discover Bison Range habitats

Moiese — a two-day “Discover Workshop” for teachers to explore the Palouse prairie and
wetland at the National Bison Range will be held Friday and Saturday, April 23 and 24.

Teachers who participate will be eligible for 9 to 12 Office of Public Instruction recertification
units. The highlight of the workshop will be on Saturday, April 24, when the group will explore
two trails near the Bison Range visitor center to learn about the special habitats, plants and
animals of the Palouse prairie and wetlands.

There will be an optional three-hour evening session on Friday, April 23, for teachers who wish
to participate in the Leopold Education Project, an interdisciplinary educational curriculum based
on the classic writings of the renowned conservationist Aldo Leopold. The curriculum was
developed to teach the public about humanity’s ties to the natural world, and to provide
leadership in the effort to conserve and protect the earth’s natural resources.

Participants can sign up for either or both sessions, but preregistration is required. For
information and registration forms, contact Pat Jamieson at the National Bison Range, at 406-
644-2211. There is a $10 registration fee. Anyone is welcome to attend the workshop, but
priority will be given to educators.” March 18, 1999 The Missoulian



“Dean E. Stipe

Moiese — Dean E. Stipe, 69, of Moiese, passed away Saturday, March 27, 1999, at St. Patrick
Hospital in Missoula of natural causes.

Dean was born Feb. 17, 1930, in Stanley, N.D., to Stanley E. and Hazel Grace Curry Stipe.

On Sept. 9, 1950, he married Darlene Maul in Ronan. Their son Earl was born April 22, 1952, in
Anaconda. Darlene died on Jan. 29, 1968, in Ronan.

Dean Gaylia May Siggard were married Oct. 10, 1970, in Ronan.

Dean worked at the Hungry Horse Dam, Anaconda smelter and National Bison Range, and
farmed in the Moiese Valley. He served on many Lake County boards and was a member of the
Pablo Nazarene Church.

He is survived by his wife May; son Earl; May’s children, Marjorie James, Rick Smith and Linda
Woolsey; grandchildren Shawn Stipe, Tiffany Stipe, Clint and Allen Stipe, Nathan, Tyler and
Luke Smithy, Phillip Crawford and Bradley and Maria James; great-grandchildren Amber James,
Kristian and Ryan Stipe; brother Dick Stipe; and sister Vivian Coleman.

He was preceded in death by his sister Fern Munson and brother Harold Stipe.
Friends may pay their respects 3-8 p.m. Monday, March 29, at Shrider’s Mortuary in Ronan.

Funeral services will be 1 p.m. Tuesday, March 30, at the Ronan Christian Missionary Alliance
Church with the Rev. James Perry officiating. Burial will follow at Calvary Cemetery.

The family suggests memorials to the Gideons or a charity of the donor’s choice.” March 29, 1999
The Missoulian

“Mission Rangers ride the National Bison Range May 16

St. Ignatius — The Mission Rangers Saddle Club will hold its 1999 National Bison Range Trail
Ride on Sunday, May 16.

This historic and scenic ride is the only trail ride allowed on the National Bison Range near
Moiese.

The ride begins at 9 a.m. sharp and ends around 3 to 4 p.m., with lunch served at High Point by
the St. Ignatius Chamber of Commerce. This year, the lunch will be barbecued beef, baked
potato, salad, dessert band a beverage. Tickets cost $20 each, and are limited to 300 experienced
riders, on a first-come, first-served basis. The ticket sale begins today. Call 406-745-3024 for
tickets.

Other highlights of the ride include a fund-raising dinner and a dance Saturday night, May 15, at
the camp area south of Moiese. The St. Ignatius Baseball Program will offer spaghetti with
buffalo burger meatballs, salads, beverage and dessert for $5 per person. The Missoula band,



Cash for Junkers, will perform for the outdoor dance.” Complied by Daryl Gadbow, Missoulian
April 8, 1999 The Missoulian

“Field Trips

The Montana Natural History Center is sponsoring several field trips in conjunction with this
year’s International Wildlife Film Festival.

Here is this week’s schedule:

Monday — Charles Jonkel, bear biologist and founder of the film festival, will guise a trip to the
Seeley Lake area in search of grizzly, elk and other species while learning about the greater Bob
Marshall Wilderness Area.

Thursday- Wildlife biologist Milo Burcham will lead a tour through the National Bison Range at
Moiese, one of the last remaining uncultivated short grass prairies and home to bison, pronghorn
antelope and other animals.

Saturday — Burcham will guide a visit to Glacier National Park.

For more information about these programs and costs, call the Montana Natural History Center
at 327-0405.” John Stucke, Missoulian April 18, 1999 The Missoulian

“National Bison Range route opens May 8

Moiese — In celebration of Migratory Bird Day, the National Bison Range will open its Red
Sleep Mountain Drive on Saturday, May 8.

Established by the Partners in Flight Program, International Bird Day, is designed to increase
awareness of all migratory birds (including songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds, and raptors) and
publicizes conservation efforts on their behalf.

The Bison Range’s Red Sleep Mountain Drive is a 19-mile, one-way gravel road that climbs
2,000 feet to the high point of the Bison Range and then descends along steep foothills. The
Bison Range will be open at 7 a.m. May 8. Visitors will need to start the drive by 6 p.m. to
complete the trip before the Bison Range closes at dark. Fees are changed for the drive.

A variety of bird-related activities are planned for May 8 at the Bison Range. An advanced
birding hike, a beginning bird walk and a bird-watching caravan over Red Sleep Mountain Drive
are planned. The trips have limited space, so preregistration is required. Call the Bison Range at
406-644-2211 to register. There will also be a talk about bluebird habitat and houses, a
discussion of backyard bird feeding, giveaways, contests, coloring pages, a book sale and a
variety of other events. Complied by Daryl Gadbow, Missoulian.” April 29, 1999 The Missoulian



“Bison Range scenic drive opens

Moiese — The National Bison Range will open the 19-mile Red Sleep Mountain Drive for the
summer season Thursday, May 8.

The shorter, graveled West Loop and Prairie drives are now open, and offer views of bison, elk,
deer and pronghorns, and take about 30 minutes. The Red Sleep Mountain Drive, which is
closed to trailers, takes about two hours. Visitors need to start this drive no later than 6 p.m. to
complete the loop before the main gate closes at dark. The gate opens daily at 7 a.m. Morning
and evening hours offer the best wildlife viewing. The visitors center is open daily.

A $4 per car fee is charged for the use of the drives. There is no charge or the picnic and day-
use areas or for educational groups. There is a Bison Range season pass available for $10. The
Golden Passes and the Federal Waterfowl Stamp are accepted for admission and are available at
the visitors center.

All Golden Passes admit the bearer and all occupants of the vehicle to most federal areas that
charge entrance fees. The Golden Pass is $50 and is good for one year from the date of
purchase. The Golden Age Pass for U.S. citizens 62 years of age or older has a one-time $10
fee, and is a lifetime pass.

For more information about Bison Range hours or activities, call 406-644-2211.” May 6, 1999 The
Missoulian

“Mission Rangers Saddle Club,
1999 National Bison Range Trail Ride,
Sunday, May 16. For details, call 745-3024. Ticket sales begin today.” May 6, 1999 The Missoulian

“Bison Range celebrates with birthday bash

Moiese — Help celebrate the 91% birthday of the National Bison Range this Sunday.

To celebrate, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service plans a variety of activities at the Bison Range,
including inviting the public to visit for free. Cookies and lemonade will be available at the
visitors center after 11 a.m. Posters and coloring pages for children will be given away. Three
larger-than-life inflatable bison sculptures, made by area artists Sheryl Haler and Tim Rumage of
Bigfork, will be on display from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the visitors center.

President Theodore Roosevelt established on May 23, 1908, as a permanent national bison range
for all to enjoy.

The main gate will be open by 7 a.m. and remains open until 9:30 p.m.” May 20,1999 The Missoulian



Air bison

was set up to help celebrate the 91st birthday of the range.

Surprising guests appear at bison range fete

By BETSY COHEN
of the Missoulian

MOIESE - Expect to be startled
anywhere, anytime in any public place in
western Montana this summer by a
roving herd of jumbo ripstop nylon
bison.

They're sure to make you gawk, and
hopefully they’ll make you think about
issues facing the West and the
environment, said their creator Bigfork
artist Sheryl Haler.

The trio made their first appearance
Sunday at the National Bison Range to
celebrate the refuge’s 91st birthday.

On a bluff above the information
center parking lot, visitors were visibly
taken with the unusual 11-foot high, 12-
foot long, 6-foot wide brightly colored

May 24, 1999 The Missoulian

beasts, which appeared to come to life as
they shifted and moved in the wind.

“I think they’re great,” said Aaron
Powers of Missoula, “The graph on the
side of the one buffalo gives you a
reminder of how many there were and
how few there were at the end of the
century. I think they make you think how
important they are here.”

Called inflatable art, Haler said her
nylon bison are blown up to a larger-
than-life scale with the help of an air
blower.

“Air art is about making an impact
with one of the forces of nature,” Haler
said. “It's about interacting with the
environment.”

With every gust of wind, the bison’s
nylon hair blew and their bodies gently
rocked with the air currents.

Three inflatable bison, on display at the National Bison Range at Moiese, dwarf Pat Jamieson as she walks toward them. The inflatable art was created by artist Sheryl Haler and

Haler said she hopes to soon make
the bison solar-powered for a true
“guerrilla installation.” ‘

“I'd really like to have them in places
where people see them, to pop them up
unexpectedly for people to think about
and get them talking; to use them as a
backdrop or focal point.” she said. “As a
sculptor it’s hard to make art that is
transportable. With these I just put them
in a duffel bag and I can go anywhere.”

Pat Jamieson, the park’s outdoor
recreation planner, invited Haler to
display her nylon bison on Sunday, the
park’s official birthday.

“We thought it would be something
fun and different,” Jamieson said.

By the early 19th century, less than
100 wild bison roamed the West, where
once more than 6 million lived.

To celebrate president Theodore
Roosevelt’s signing of legislation that
created the national bison range in 1908,
admission was free all day, and visitors
were handed a complimentary lemonade
and cookie for the loop around the park
to see the real thing, the 400-plus bison
that range the 18,541 acres.

“The range is something that brings
back the old West,” said Lincoln May, a
Bigfork resident who was touring the
range with his wife and 1-year-old son.
“It’s great to have and we need to keep it
for the next generations. It is important
to the culture of the area and to
Montana.”

The refuge is open every day from
7:30 a.m, to 9:30 p.m., Jamieson said.

For more information call 644-2211.




Jumbeo ripstop nylon bison to tour Montana

By BETSY COHEN
Lee News Network

MOIESE - Expect to be startled
anywhere, anytime in any public
place in western Montana this
summer by a roving herd of jumbo
ripstop nylon bison.

They’re sure to make you gawk,
and hopefully they’ll make you
think about issues facing the West
and the environment, said their
creator Bigfork artist Sheryl Haler.

The trio made their first appear-
ance Sunday at the National Bison
Range to celebrate the refuge’s
91st birthday.

On a bluff above the informa-
tion center parking lot, visitors
were visibly taken with the unusu-
al 11-foot high, 12-foot long, 6-
foot wide brightly colored beasts,
which appeared to come to life as

- they shifted and moved in the
wind.

“I think they’re great,” said
Aaron Powers of Missoula. “The
graph on the side of the one buffa-
lo gives you a reminder of how
many there were and how few

there were at the end of the centu-
ry. I think they make you think
how important they are here.”

Called inflatable art, Haler said
her nylon bison are blown up to a
larger-than-life scale with the help
of an air blower.

“Air art is about making an
impact with one of the forces of
nature,” Haler said. “It’s about
interacting with the environment.”

With every gust of wind, the
bison’s nylon hair blew and their
bodies gently rocked with the air
currents.

Haler said she hopes to soon
make the bison solar-powered for a
true “guerrilla installation.”

“I'd really like to have them in
places where people see them, to
pop them up unexpectedly for peo-
ple to think about and get them
talking; to use them as a backdrop
or focal point.” she said. “As a
sculptor it’s hard to make art that is
transportable. With these I just put
them in a duffel bag and I can go
anywhere.”

Pat Jamieson, the park’s outdoor
recreation planner, invited Haler to

May 24, 1999 The Independent Record (Helena, Montana)

display her nylon bison on Sunday,
the park’s official birthday.

“We thought it would be some-
thing fun and different,” Jamieson
said.

By the early 19th century, less
than 100 wild bison roamed the
West, where once more than 6 mil-
lion lived.

To celebrate president Theodore
Roosevelt’ s signing of legislation
that created the national bison
range in 1908, admission was free
all day, and visitors were handed a
complimentary lemonade and
cookie for the loop around the park
to see the real thing, the 400-plus

bison that range the 18,541 acres.

“The range is something that
brings back the old West,” said
Lincoln May, a Bigfork resident
who was touring the range with his
wife and 1-year-old son. “It’s great
to have and we need to keep it for
the next generations. It is impor-
tant to the culture of the area and
to Montana.”

The refuge is open every day
from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.,
Jamieson said.

For more information call 644-
2211.

Betsy Cohen is a reporter for
The Missoulian.

Annol
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™
_ Masao Kunihiro talks about the speech he will deliver tonight at the Mansfield Center while visiting the Oxford Cafe on Sunday evening. Kunihiro, a Japanese politician, arrived in Missoula after
~speaking at the United Nations and visiting with old friend Mike Mansfield in Washington, D.C.

Back to the old haunts

Japanese dignitary
and friend of

Sen. Mansfield
visits Missoula, a
town he loves

By BETSY COHEN
of the Missoulian

At age 96, Montana’s
“treasure,” former Sen. Mike
Mansfield, is doing quite well and
is in fine spirits, said the
ambassador’s longtime friend,
Masao Kunihiro, while having a
cup of tea at the Oxford Cafe on
Sunday.

“I found him in very good
shape,” said Kunihiro, who visited
Mansfield in Washington, D.C.,
last week. “We talked about our
common friends, including my
mother.”

The Japanese politician, scholar

and former television talk show
host, referred to as Japan's Dan
Rather, is in Missoula to pay
respects to the homeland of his
friend, and to talk about relations
between Japan and the United
States at the University of
Montana’s Maureen and Mike
Mansfield Center.

He will also revisit spots he
enjoyed in a 1991 visit, including
the Ox, area steak houses, and if
there’s time, a trip to the National
Bison Range.

Kunihiro will give a talked
titled “What is it that Japan says
no to?” at 4 p.m. Tuesday at the
Mansfield Center. The title of his

talk is a play on the title of the
book “The Japan That Says No,”
written by Tokyo’s newly chosen,
conservative governor, Shintaro
Ishihara.

“He is sort of a maverick,”

Kunihiro said of the new governor.

“He’s a bit of an enigma as far as.
I'm concerned, but he is very well
known with a big following. He is
known as anti-American and
already known as anti-Chinese.”
Kunihiro said he is here to
“relive the good old times," of the
years he spent working closely
with Mansfield in Japan, and in
1991, when the two met in
Missoula for a few days at the

annual Mansfield Lecture.

“I try to improve the
relationship between our two
countries, two countries I am very
much in love with,” he said.

Kunihiro said he is particularly
concerned by the lagging economy
in his own country, and concerned
100 that it will deeply affect the
rest of the world.

“The past seven consecutive
years Japan’s economy has been in
very bad shape. It may very well be
zero growth,” he said. “Unless
Japan’s economy picks up its
momentum, the rest of Asia may
be hard hit, particularly southeast

See HAUNTS, Page B2




Haunts

Comlnued

4 Asna Something must be done, not
Just for Japan. It is equally

* important for the rest of Asia.”

% The current tensions between

: the United States and China also

. concern Kunihiro, who believes we

. live in crucial, tentative times.

:  “China is very important to
Jhpan,” he said. “And China and
+ the U.S. are at loggerheads. The

- questlon is for Japan, what could

. we do to ameliorate the progress

© to help relations between U.S. and

. China?”

He said he will watch Tokyo'’s
new governor carefully because the
man’s alleged prejudices appear to
< be workmg towards thickening the
. tensions rather than soothing
© them.

As a writer and as a political
i watchdog, Kunihiro said he

« frequently thinks about the
+ mediation style of Mike
© Mansfield.
. “My assessment of Mike
 Mansfield is he is a national
:,treasure, not only for the United
. States, but for Japan,” he said. “He
. served the public with his distinct
' understandmg, falmcss, humanity
* and compassion.”
. Kunihiro and Mansfield first
. met in the 1970s when Mansfield
* was ambassador to Japan and
Kumhlro was an adviser to Japan’s
pnme minister. Renowned for his
i bllingual abilities, Kunihiro

TR e

»
.
4
.
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“Briefs

translated into Japanese
Mansfield’s speech “Our Future
Lies in the Pacific.” The
translation was sold in book format
throughout Asia, which also
included Kunihiro’s essay titled:
“Mansfield as I See Him.”

Even though Kunihiro

‘corresponds with Mansfield

frequently, fate is responsible for
their recent meeting and his visit
to Missoula, he said.

“My mother died and I received
a condolence card from him :
before my departure to the United
States,” said Kunihiro, who
carried the letter among his
personal items. “He had written in
long hand, as usual; when he
writes a personal letter he always
uses his own hand, and the
sentiment was so moving and
touching, I knew I had to see Mike
Mansfield or else I'd miss the
opportunity because I so seldom
come to the United States.”

Between his scheduled talks at
the United Nations in New York
and at a conference on American-
Japanese relations in Utah,
Kunihiro detoured to
Washington, D.C. After his visit
with Mansfield, he decided to
visit Missoula.

“There’s a tranquility here,” he
said, “Tranquility is the only term I
can think of to describe my affinity
with Montana ... It is a great honor
to be friends with Mike
Mansfield.”

Stockgrowers hold annual meeting in Kalispell

Kalispell — The annual rancher round-up will bring more than 300 Montana cowboys to Kalispell this week, where they parley a bit on issues
from cattle country.

The Montana’s Stockgrowers Association’s mid-year meeting saddles up Thursday and rides into the weekend



the weekend with talks on cattle
industry programs, new policies and
who’s who in the bovine business.

The annual meeting begins with
a tour of Flathead Valley
agricultural lands, including stops at
the National Bison Range in -
Moiese, the Spoklie elk ranch in
Kalispell and two area cattle
ranches. Cowboy golfers can also
replace the branding iron with the
nine iron in the annual “Cow
Pasture Scramble” at the Buffalo
Hill Golf Club.

The June 11 general session will
focus on the state of the cattle
business, with inhlghldumlgh
representatives highlighting issues
from both state and national levels.

“This is the chance for ranchers
to get involved and have input in
issues affecting their industry,” said
Keith Bales, MSGA Presidem. “The

assroots participation at mid-year
gwhnt drives the Montana
Stockgrowers throughout the year.”

The association represents more
than 3,500 cattle producers.

Michael Jamison, Missoulian

June 9, 1999 The Missoulian

Bird expert leads tour
of National Bison Range

i« Terry Toppins, the man
responsible for the Montana Bird
Hot Line, will lead an all-day trip to
the National Bison Range on
Sunday, July 11.

;.. The Refuge features a variety of
high mountain, riparian and prairie
birds. There will also be good
viewing of buffalo, elk, antelope
and possibly mountain goat.

The trip is sponsored by the Five
Valleys Audubon Society.
Interested people should meet at
the University of Montana field
house parking lot at 8 a.m. For
more information call Elizabeth
Johnston at 327-1525.

June 10, 1999 The Missoulian
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several on the National Bison Range that have a transmitter implanted under the skin. Charles Blem and his wife Leann are studying the habits of the snakes on the range at Moiese.

IHattiesnakes

Couple track Bison Range vipers to see how they survive

/

prairie rattlesnake is one of

ABOVE: The transmitter
remains in the snake for one year,
after which it is removed and the
snake retumned to the same area it
was found. Once the information
from the transmitter is saved, the
transmitter is rebuilt and ready for
use again. Each costs about $300.

RIGHT: After the snake has
been drugged, Charlie Blem slides
itinto a tube so the transmitter can
be implanted. The tube protects
Blem in case the snake comes to
sooner than expected. Once the
transmitter is implanted, the snake
is kept for 24 hours to make sure it
has fully recovered and is ready to
be released back on the Bison
Range.

Written by NICK GEVOCK
Photographed by TIM THOMPSON
of the Missoulian

because he believes you can't teach about a species if
Yyou are not researching it.

On the Bison Range, the Blems are investigating
why rattlesnakes live where they do and how much
they move around. Some areas of the range have

OIESE - People visit the National Bison
M Range for the beauty of the 1

environment and the Mission Mountains,
and most of all to see the abundant wildlife - bison,
elk, bighorn sheep, pronghorns and rattlesnakes.

Rattlesnakes?

Many visitors don’t realize there are rattlesnakes
?l:l the range. And they certainly don’t come to see

em.

A Virginia couple, however, not only knows
rattl are here, they have spent the last four
years finding, capturing and studying them.
capture venomous prairie rattlers ( Jus viridis
viridis), implant transmitters in their sides, then track
their movement and behavior as part of an ongoing
research Emg'iect.

“It’s like fishing, sometimes you go out and catch
a bunch and sometimes you get nothing,” said
Charles Blem, who teaches zoology at Virginia
C University. imes we go out
and see six or seven snakes in a day.”

“It kind of gives you the yig:whcn you're walking

" said Leann Blem, who teaches anatomy and
natural history at VCU. “One time I was tracking
one and Charles said you're about to step on another
one. We saw five in one small area around some
rocks. It was like the scene in Indiana Jones.”

The Blems teach ecology courses at the University
of Montana’s Flathead Biological Station in the
summer. Charles, whose specialty is birds, has done
research on almost all types of vertebrates, including
mammals, birds and reptiles, and teaches a wide
range of subjects at the station.

is snake research began 10 years ago when he
was asked to teach herpetology at VCU. He did so

usuall h-facing hillsides
with lots of large rocks. But often similar hillsides
that face south do not have rattlesnakes - a surprise.

Because rattlesnakes need to sun themselves, the
Blems e ed to find them inhabiting primarily
south-facing hillsides. The Blems are researching
what physiological differences allow the snakes to
adapt to areas that are not prime habitat.

Bison Range and similar habitat in the
northern Rockies is the coldest climate they can
ey b .

” ave a very interestis tchy
distrihtzon." Charles Blem sund& 3

ttlesnakes cannot survive extreme

p hot or cold. Te above 100
degrees can kill a rattlesnake, he said, so in deserts
they have to get out of the sun during the hottest part
of the day to cool down. Rattlesnakes are constantly
working to maintain proper body temperature b{
sunning themselves to warm up or going into holes
and shady spots to cool down.

And opposite of humans, a rattlesnake’s
metabolism slows down the colder it gets. Humans
burn more energy as temperatures lower to kee;
warm, but in lower temperatures a rattlesnake slows
down drastically and can’t catch or digest food.

At around 50 degrees, Charles said, rattlesnakes
are very slow and can't catch mice. They become
active at around 65 degrees. Rattlesnakes come out
in the morning to sun themselves and warm up,
which helps in digestion.

June through early September is the only time of

See SNAKES, Page C10
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Snakes

Continued from Page C1

“the year when rattlesnakes feed on
the Bison Range. They can survive
on as few as two mice for the entire
year, but cannot reproduce with
such small amounts of food.

Years with lots of mice are good
for rattlesnakes. They go into
‘mouse holes to prey on the rodents.
The Blems have recorded snakes

-that have eaten as many as five
‘mice in a week. Charles believes
the rattlesnake is an important part
of the ecosystem on the range.

“They do a real service by
‘keeping the rodent population

“down,” he said.

. The main staple of their diet is
field mice, but they also feed on
deer mice and baby ground
squirrels.

In winter, rattlesnakes hardly
move. They go underground about
six feet, below the frost line, and
huddle in groups to stay warm.

The goal of the Blems’ research
is to develop a model of where the
rattlesnakes live. The Blems hope
they can develop a model that
shows the microclimate where
rattlesnakes use less energy than
they take in, the key to their
survival and reproduction.

The rattlesnake project is a big
change from the Blems’ usual
interests, which primarily are birds.

. They met while they were
undergraduates at Ohio University.
A biology class they had together
was seated alphabetically, and they
were next to each other.

- “He came back to class after a
week from a snake research
project,” Leann said, “and I

~thought he was prctg' cool.”

Both went on to do graduate
work in biology at the University of
Illinois, Charles earning a doctorate
and Leann a master’s degree.

“They first came to the biological
station in 1990 when asked to teach
bird ecology. The Blems were

&:lilin with western birds from

-watching trips to the region.

At the end of summer in 1990, they
didn’t know if they wgu:g‘ have the
opportunity to come back.

“We cried when we left,” Leann

“There was no bird course
the next year, but the
after that we were asked
and we have been back every
since.”

.y“';'he Blems talked to range staff
members about birds four Kem ago
while looking for a researc

project. They were told about the
et
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TIM THOMPSON/Missoulian
Leann Blem scans the area while
Charlie works the receiver trying to
zero in on the location of snakes.

large population of rattlesnakes.
Charles had done research on
several snake species in Virginia —
most of which were venomous
snakes — and their research project
was born.

Transmitters have helped a great
deal in their research, Leann said.
The first year of the study, four
years ago, the Blems would find
snakes and record their location,
attempting to get an idea of their
movement.

But that was difficult, and the
next year they came with
transmitters. The technology has
helped them track individual snakes
over several years and keep track of
their location and growth.

“The first year, we had no way to
really track the snakes,” Leann
said. “It works out better with a
transmitter in them.”

Unlike transmitters used for
larl?c mammals, which are radio
collars to aid in tracking, the
transmitter for a rattlesnake is
internal. The Blems capture
rattlesnakes and transport them to
the biological station for the
procedure,

The snakes are tranquilized and
placed inside a long PVC tube to
protect the handlers.

Neither Charles nor Leann has
been bitten by a snake. At least not

yet.

“If you do this long enough,
eventually you'll be bitten,” Charles
said. “Almost everybody I know has
been bitten, usually by a caged

nake.”
An incision about an inch long is

made in the rear portion of the
snake’s body. The Blems insert a
transmitter in the slit, which is
under the skin.

Next a drinking straw is inserted
in the slit and pushed towards the
snake’s head. This helps maneuver
the antenna and keep it internal so
it doesn’t break off.

Another small incision is made
at the end of the straw, so it can be
removed. A couple of stitches and
some antibiotic ointment and the
procedure is complete. The snakes
stay in the lab for 24 hours to be
sure they have recovered.

“We wouldn’t put them out here
until we know they will be OK,” he
said. “They could be stepped on by
a bison or die from overheating in
the sun if they weren’t ready to be
back out.”

Snakes are implanted with
transmitters throughout the early
summer. The Blems get two
summers of tracking out of each
transmitter, then remove the
transmitter.

Another primary goal of the
research is to learn about the
movement patterns of the snakes.
Charles said movement varies a
great deal among individual snakes,
but he has recorded a general
pattern of migration up and down
hillsides.

One snake traveled eight miles,
the farthest they have recorded.
Other snakes barely move from the
area where they were found,
frequently close to a large rock the
snake uses for sunning and shade.

The Blems would like to visit the
range during the winter to
determine where the snakes
hibernate. They suspect the snakes
are gathering in talus slopes
because rocky areas make good den
sites. :

In the spring, range employees
have observed dozens of male
snakes fighting for breeding rights
on hillsides. They curl together in
pairs to show off for female snakes
in an impressive display.

The Blems plan to continue the
study for several more years.
Charles said they are at the
midpoint of the project and plan to
write several papers when the
research is done.

In the meantime, the couple’s
fascination with rattlesnakes is not
limited to the Bison Range.

“We were passing through Idaho
and saw a sign in the pet walking
area that said ‘Caution
Rattlesnakes,’ ” Leann said. “We
started looking around.”



“Coming Soon

Audubon trip to Bison Range, led by Terry Toppings, Sunday, July 11. Meet at University of
Montana Field House parking lot, 8 a.m.” July 10, 1999 The Missoulian

“Bison Range hit by thieves, poachers

The headquarters of the National Bison Range was burglarized Tuesday, July 6, sometime
between 3:30 and 4 a.m. The burglars stole display items rom the theater and a cash register
with an undisclosed amount of money from the Visitor Center.

The display items included an elk antler and a white-tail deer buck skull with a distinctive antler
disfigurement from underneath the right eye.

In addition, the National Bison Range requests any information on two white-tailed deer bucks
that were illegally shot, decapitated, and the carcasses left to spoil on the north side of the refuge.
The suspects are believed to have used Curlew Road for access to the refuge.

If you have any information regarding these incidents, contact Lake County Crimestoppers, 883-
7309 or 1-888-883-7309. Missoulian” July 17,1999 The Missoulian



Couple tracks Bison Range vipers

 Virginians implant
transmitters into snakes
to learn reptile’s behavior

+ By NICK GEVOCK
Lee Outdoors Network

OIESE — People visit the Nation-
al Bison Range for the beauty of
the grassland environment and the
« Mission Mountains, and most of all to see
* the abundant wildlife — bison, elk, bighom
sheep, pronghoms and rattlesnakes.

Rattlesnakes? Many visitors don't realize
there are rattlesnakes on the range. And they
certainly don’t come to see them.

A Virginia couple, however, not only
knows rattlesnakes are here, they have spent
the last four years finding, capturing and

« studying them. They capture venomous
prairie rattlers ( Crotalus viridis viridis ),
implant transmitters in their sides, then track
their movement and behavior as part of an
ongoing research project.

*It's like fishing, sometimes you go out
and catch a bunch and sometimes you get
nothing,” said Charles Blem, who teaches
2zoology at Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity. ** Sometimes we go out and see six or
seven snakes in a day.”

* It kind of gives you the yips when
you're walking around,” said Leann Blem,
who teaches anatomy and natural history at
VCU. * One time I was tracking one and
Charles said you're about to step on another
one. We saw five in one small area around
some rocks. It was like the scene in Indiana
Jones.” 4

The Blems teach ecology courses at the
University of Montana’ s Flathead Biological
Station in the summer. Charles, whose spe-
cialty is birds, has done research on almost
all types of vertebrates, including mammals,
birds and reptiles, and teaches a wide range
of subjects at the station,

His snake research began 10 years ago
when he was asked to teach herpetology at
VCU. He did so because he believes you
can’t teach about a species if you are not
researching it.

On the Bison Range, the Blems are inves-
tigating why rattlesnakes live where they do
and how much they move around. Some
areas of the range have numerous rat-
tlesnakes, usually north-facing hillsides with
lots of large rocks. But often similar hillsides
that face south do not have rattlesnakes — a
surprise. Because rattlesnakes need to sun
themselves, the Blems expected to find them
inhabiting primarily south-facing hillsides.

The Blems are researching what physio-
logical differences allow the snakes to adapt
to areas that are not prime habitat. The Bison
Range and similar habitat in the northern
Rockies is the coldest climate they can with-
stand.

* They have a very interesting, patchy dis-
tribution,” Charles Blem said. Rattlesnakes
cannot survive extreme temperatures, hot or
cold. Temperatures above 100 degrees can
kill a rattlesnake, he said, so in deserts they
have to get out of the sun during the hottest
part of the day to cool down.

Rattlesnakes are constantly working to
maintain proper body temperature by sun-
ning themselves to warm up or going into
holes and shady spots to cool down. And
opposite of humans, a rattlesnake's metabo-
lism slows down the colder it gets.

Humans burn more energ y as tempera-
tures lower to keep warm, but in lower tem-
peratures a rattlesnake slows down drastical-

ly and can’t catch or digest food. At around

+ 50 degrees, Charles said, rattlesnakes are

very slow and can’ t catch mice. They
become active at around 65 degrees.

Rattlesnakes come out in the moming to
sun themselves and warm up, which helps in
digestion. June through early September is
the only time of the year when rattlesnakes
feed on the Bison Range.

They can survive on as few as two mice
for the entire year, but cannot reproduce with
such small amounts of food. Years with lots
of mice are good for rattlesnakes. They go
into mouse holes to prey on the rodents. The
Blems have recorded snakes that have eaten
as many as five mice in a week. Charles
believes the rattlesnake is an important part
of the ecosystem on the range.

“They do a real service by keeping the
rodent population down,” he said. The main
staple of their diet is field mice, but they also
feed on deer mice and baby ground squirrels.

In winter, rattlesnakes
hardly move. They go
underground about 6 feet,
below the frost line, and
huddle in groups to stay
warm. The goal of the
Blems’ research is to
develop a model of where
the rattlesnakes live. The
Blems hope they can
develop a model that is
hows the microclimate
where rattlesnakes use
less energy than they take
in, the key to their sur-
vival and reproduction.
The rattlesnake project is
a big change from the
Blems" usual interests,
which primarily are birds.
They met while they
were undergraduates at
Ohio University. A biolo-
gy class they had together
was seated alphabetically,
and they were next to
each other. * He came
back to class after a week
from a snake research
project,” Leann said,

o

Missoulian photos by Tim Thompson
Charles and Leann Blem, who teach at Virginia Commonwealth University, have
studied prairie rattlers on the National Bison Range for four years.

"

“and I thought he was
pretty cool.” Both went
on todo graduate work in
biology at the University of Hlinois. Charles
earning a doctorate and Leann a master's
degree. They first came to the biological sta-
tion in 1990 when asked (o teach bird ecolo-
gy. The Blems were familiar with western
birds from bird-watching trips to the region.
At the end of summer in 1990, they didn’t
know if they would have the opportunity to
come back. ** We cried when we left.” Leann
said. “There was no bird course offered the
next year, but the summer after that we were
asked back and we have been back every
year since.” The Blems talked to range staff
members about birds four years ago while
looking for a research project. They were
told about the large population of rat-
tlesnakes. Charles had done research on sev-
eral snake species in Virginia — most of
which were venomous snakes — and their
research project was born. Transmitters have
helped a great deal in their research, Leann
said. The first year of the study, four years
ago, the Blems would find snakes and record
their location, attempting to get an idea of
their movement. But that was difficult. and
the next year they came with transmitters.
The technology has helped them track indi-
vidual snakes over several years and keep
track of their location and growth. ** The first
year, we had no way to really track the
snakes,” Leann said. ** It works out better
with a transmitter in them.” Unlike transmit-
ters used for large mammals, which are radio
collars to aid in tracking, the transmitter for a
rattlesnake is internal. The Blems capture
rattlesnakes and transport them to the biolog-
ical station for the procedure. The snakes are
tranquilized and placed inside a long PVC
tube to protect the handlers. Neither Charles
nor Leann has been bitten by a snake. At
least not yet.

“If you do this long enough, eventually
you'll be bitten,” Charles said. “Almost
everybody I know has been bitten, usually by
a caged snake.”

An incision about an inch long is made in
the rear portion of the snake's body. The
Blems insert a transmitter in the slit, which is

Charles Blem tries to slide a tube over a snake.

under the skin. Next a drinking straw is
inserted in the slit and pushed toward the
snake's head. This helps mancuver the anten-
na and keep it internal so it doesn’t break off.
Another small incision is made at the end of
the st raw, so it can be removed. A couple of
stitches and some antibiotic ointment and the
procedure is complete. The snakes stay in the
lab for 24 hours to be sure they have recov-
ered. * We wouldn® t put them out here until
we know they will be OK.” he sai

** They could be stepped on by a bison or
die from overheating in the sun if they
weren' t ready to be hack out.” Snakes are
imy with i h the
carly summer. The Blems get two summers
of tracking out of each transmitter, then
remove the transmitter. Another primary goal
of the research is to learn about the move-
ment patterns of the snakes. Charles said
movement varies a great deal among individ-
ual snakes, but he has recorded a general pat-
tem of migration up and down hillsides.

One snake traveled eight miles, the far-
thest they have recorded. Other snakes barely
move from the area where they were found,
frequently close to a large rock the snake
uses for sunning and shade. The Blems
would like to visit the range during the win-
ter to determine where the snakes hibernate.
They suspect the snakes are gathering in
talus slopes because rocky areas make good
den sites. In the spring, range employees
have observed dozens of male snakes fight-
ing for breeding rights on hillsides. They curl
together in pairs to show off for female
snakes in an impressive display. The Blems
plan to continue the study for several more
years. Charles said they are at the midpoint
of the project and plan to write several
papers when the research is done, In the
meantime, the couple’s fascination with rat-
tlesnakes is not limited to the Bison Range.

“We were passing through Idaho and saw
asign in the pet walking area that said * Cau-
tion Rattlesnakes,” * Leann said. ** We start-
ed looking around.”

Nick Gevock is a Missoulian reporter.

July 29, 1999 The Independent Record (Helena)



This Day in History

Today is Vlodnudq, Aug. 25,
the 237th day of 1999. There are 128
days left in the year.

Today in the Missoulian:

Aug. 25, 1959

Big Medicine, the venerable
patriarch of the buffalo herd at the
National Bison Range at Moiese, is
dead. The Great White Buffalo
was famous worldwide. Tourists
from all over came to take pictures
of the rare animal. In recent years,
Big Medicine lived on a special
diet and spent most of his time in
an exhibition pen. Big Medicine
was 36 years old when he passed

away.

;w‘ Highlight in History:
On Aug. 25, 1944, Pari: was
liberated by Allied forces after four

years of Nazi occupation.

On this date:

In 1718, hundreds of French
colonists arrived in Louisiana, some
settling in present-day New Orleans,

August 25,1999 The Missoulian

“Thelma Lenore Henry

* ordered the

In 1825, Uruguay declared
independence from Brazil.

In 1875, Matthew Webb became
the first person to swim the English
Channel, from Dover, England to
Calais, France, in 22 hours.

In 19186, the National Park
Service was established as part of
the Interior Department. -

In 1943, U.S. forces ovemn
New Georgia in the Solomon Islands

during World War II.

In 1950, Prestdent'l‘nmwl
Army to seize control of
mnon‘cwhondabm

In 1984, author Truman Capote
was found dead in a Los Angeles
mansion; he was 59.

In 19885, Samantha Smith, the
schoolgirl whose letter to Yuri V..
Andr led to her famous peace
tour of the Soviet Union, died with.
her father in an plane crash in
Maine.

Ten years ago: Rep. Barney
Frank, D-Mass., acknowledged
hiring a male prostitute as a
personal employee, then firing him
after suspecting the aide was selling
sex from Frank’s apartment.

One year ago: Retired
Supreme Court Justice Lewis F.
Powell died in Richmond, Va., at
age 90. ;

« Think about this
“Tradition is what you
resort to when you don'’t

have the time or the money
to do it right.”

- Kurt
Austrian-born eonduaor
(1905-1988)

Ronan — Thelma Lenore Henry, 91, of Ronan passed away at her home in Ronan on Tuesday,

Sept. 14 of natural causes.

Thelma was born Sept. 12, 1908, in Battle Creek, Mich., the daughter of Ben C. and Rose
(Luedders) Payne. She attended public schools and college and graduated school in Michigan.
On Sept. 12, 1932, she married Cordia J. Henry in Battle Creek. They moved to Montana in
1958 when her husband became director of the National Bison Range.

Thelma was a homemaker and served as a hostess to the many dignitaries from foreign countries
and the U. s. who visited the Bison Range. She was a member of United Methodist Church in
Ronan and was a pianist and choir director at Charlo United Methodist Church for many years.

She was preceded in death by her husband and bother. Survivors include a niece, Lois Burdi of
Longview, Wash.; a nephew Larry Payne of Sturgis, Mich.

Memorial services will be 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 1, at Charo United Methodist Church.
Memorials may be made to Charlo United Methodist or to Ronan United Methodist Church.

Funeral arrangements and cremation are under the direction of Shrider’s Mortuary, Ronan.”

September 1, 1999 The Missoulian



“Christian Singles, potluck picnic at Moiese Bison Range. Meet, 2 p.m. Kmart parking lot to
carpool. Bring a dish and beverages to share. Call Ruth, 728-3637.” september5,1999 The Missoulian

Migratory birds

Some local flocks a bust amid record waterfowl population boom

By NICK GEVOCK
for the Missoulian

western Montana waterfowl hunters
this year.

Nationwide, populations of many
species of migratory ducks and geese have
reached record levels, and hunters should
expect an excellent year when waterfowl
from Canada move south during their fall
flights. But for locally produced birds in
the Flathead and Mission valleys, the
picture is not as bright,

A dry early spring combined with a
healthy vole population reduced ground
cover for nesting birds, making them
vulnerable to predators, according to Bill
West of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
at the National Bison Range in Moiese.

“We have a tremendous population of
voles this year, and they chew up the
vegetation,” West said. “There was not
enough grass early this year to hide nests
from predators, especially aerial predators,
and I suspect there was a lot of preying on
nests.”

Joe Ball of the University of Montana
research unit agrees. But he sdid that while
Mission Valley production of waterfowl
this year is mediocre because of the dry
conditions, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is predicting record numbers of
waterfowl continent-wide.

“We had very good water conditions in
the prairie pothole region — the Dakotas
and southern Canada - and the
Conservation Reserve Program has been
very successful in protecting nestin
areas,” Ball said. ;

Therc is good news and bad news for

September 16, 1999 The Missoulian

‘There was not enough grass
early this year to hide nests from
predators, especially aerial
predators, and I suspect there
was a lot of preying on nests.’

- Bill West, USFWS spokesman
at National Bison Range, Moiese

That should translate into excellent
wing-shooting when birds from Canada
move through western Montana.

Goose populations are doing better
than ducks, Ball said, and some
populations are so large that geese are
destroying their breeding habitat. That
should mean liberal bag limits and longer
seasons in many states.

Ninepipe National Wildlife Refuge
manager John Grant also said that spring
water conditions adversely affected locally
produced birds.

“Most of the small wetlands either
didn’t have water in them or dried up very
quickly,” Grant said. “That’s where pairs
look to nest.”

Local conditions for nesting improved
later in the spring and summer, and Grant
said some birds were still on nests in late
summer. Many ducklings he observed were
very small.

Fish and Wildlife employees band
ducks every year as part of their
population surveys, West said, and usually
find that around 90 percent of the ducks

they band are young ducks hatched that
year.
But this year only 25 percent of the
ducks banded were young ducks, which
suggests the hatch was not very good. West
agreed that hunters should not expect to
see as many birds in the early part of the -
season, when most birds in the Mission
Valley are locally produced birds.

“It’s usually not until late October when
the migrating birds come through,” he
said.

This is the first year in the past three
that numbers of resident Canada geese are
down, West said. The same factors that
influenced the local duck hatch also
affected goose production.

In the Bitterroot Valley, the waterfowl
hatch went well, according to Pat
Gonzalez, manager of the Lee Metcalf
National Wildlife Refuge near
Stevensville.

“It looks like mallards did really well
this year,” he said. “Wood ducks are the
best indicator, and they did really well,
t00.”

The Bitterroot Valley has a resident
waterfowl population of about 4,000 ducks
and geese, Gonzalez said, that is mostly
comprised of mallards, wood ducks and
widgeons. The valley also has about 350
Canada geese that, like ducks, had a good
hatch.

Gonzalez said the best waterfow]
hunting in the Bitterroot Valley should
come, like the Mission and Flathead
valleys, when large flocks of birds from
Canada come through.




Upland birds

Grouse and pheasant populations
appear stronger east of the Divide

“A lot of the young ducks we
NICK GEVOCK
zmmm hmblnded!hkyuxmvexy
n)un which suggests there was a
pland bird hunters should hatch,” West said. “And that

ct at least an average gmbnbly carries over to upland
U mber of birds this year irds.”

when they take to the field in Early spring conditions are to ]
“Montana. blame otfhe poor ground cover.

Ninepipe National Wildlife The lack of moisture combined with
Refuge Manager John ah
Grant said he saw more y

pheasants in the Mission Pt
Valley this spring than any -
spnng inthe past 10 years.

“Last winter was mild,
so I think survival was

improved later in the
spring, which may have
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“Baucus aide to hear concerns

Polson — A representative of Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mon., will be in Ronan and St. Ignatius on
Monday to respond to constituents concerns.

Rebecca Manna, field director from the senator’s Kalispell office, will be available in the St.
Ignatius Public Library o First Avenue from 2 to 3 p.m. and from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the Lake
County Community Development Corp. office, 319 Main St., in Ronan.

“If you are having any problems with any government agency, I encourage you to stop by and
discuss it with Rebecca,” Baucus said in a press release.

Manna also will attend the annual bison roundup at the National Bison Range near Moiese on
Monday as a guest of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Manna’s Kalispell number is 756-
1150.” october 1, 1999 The Missoulian

“Winter hours to start at National Bison Range
Moiese — The National Bison Range will have new visiting hours for the winter season starting
this Saturday. The Bison Range closes only during extreme weather during the winter.




The Red Sleep Mountain Drive will close until next May. B There will still be wildlife viewing
available along the Winter Drive. There are always bison in the Exhibition Pasture, just past the
picnic area. The shorter West Loop Drive may also have deer, pronghorn or other wildlife.

Drives will be open daily from 7 a.m. to dark. The Winter Drive takes about an hour to
complete. The shorter West Loop lies behind the visitor center and takes about 15 minutes. The
visitor center is open weekdays only from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. No fees are charged during the
winter season. Visitors can call for road conditions at 406-644-2211.” october 21, 1999 The Missoulian

Joseph M. Dixon

Ambitious newspaperman relished skewering Amalgamated Copper and all things establishment

By STEVE WOODRUFF
of the Missoulian

n ill-humored Rick Hill bustled into
Alhc Missoulian a few years ago. Then
the head of the state Republican
Party and later a two-term congressman, he
ﬂung himself into a chair and declared,
“The Missoulian is the most anti-
Republican newspaper in
Montana!™
If he meant that it opposes
everything Republican, he
oke. The newspaper has
aligs tself editorially with
scores of Republican issu
and candidates over the years.
But if Hill meant the Missoulian is
annoyingly adversarial to a Republican Party
establishment joined at the hip with monied
interests and candidates who pledge loyalty
to voters but serve corporate backers - well,
he had a point
Hill should blame Joseph M. Dixon,
though. He started it,
Dixon, born in 1867, was a Republican
turned reformer who helped lead the
Progre movement, m.m.ugu! Teddy
s quixotic comeback aign for
P in 1912 and chall d N 's
“invisible government” - the political
machine run by the Amalgamated Copper

Mining Co. Onetime owner of the
Missoulian, Dixon wiclded the newspaper
like a sharpened stick against “The
Company” and copper-collared politicians.
“The issue in Montana is clearly defined,”
he declared on the front page of the March
25, ulian.
|

ce, nclml. in
through the

After a term in the Legislature, Dixon
served two terms as a congressman, from
1902 to 1906, followed by a term in the U.S.
Senate. Along the way, he soured on the
GOP establishment and its slavish devotion
to big business. A \l.lumh prot
fought his party’s free :
for regulation of corporations and advocated
passage of income and inheritance taxes, He
threw in with the Progressive Party, made up
I.upl\ of reform-minded Roosevelt

d Copper
company and its allics,
control the Republican as
well as the Democratic
Party, or shall the
Republican Party be
controlled by the people
themselves?"

He prodded for
political reforms such as open primary
ns, the initiative process and direct
election of senators — measures that allowed
citizens to begin wresting government from
corporate clutches

Dixon was a South Carolinian who came
to Missoula in 1891 to study law under an
uncle. He used money from his law practice
and real-estate investments to buy the
Missoulian in 1900, In keeping with the
fashion of the day, he unabashedly used the
|\.|pu 10 promote the Republican Party and

his vivn ambitlous political caretf

ele

Coup of the A Ja Copper

Dixon
Continued from Page M15

years,

As did most Bull Moosers, Dixon
rejoined the Republican Party, and in 1920
he experienced a political resurrection.
Montanans elected him governor in a
landslide over Burton K. Wheeler. Gov.
Dixon pushed hard for sweeping tax reform
aimed largely at forcing mines to shoulder a
fair share of the tax burden. The Company
assailed him. Dixon failed to get higher mine

t his fellow Republicans in the
! m re. Under constant attack from

ACM and its allies, he turned to the voters
with an initiative for a gross proceeds tax on
mines. Voters approved the measure in 1924

- in the same clection they voted a battered
Dixon out of office. He lost another bid for
the Senate before serving as assistant
secretary of interior in Herbert Hoover's
administration,

Dixon died in 1934, “disillusioned about
government and politics,” says Jules Karlin,
author of the authoritative two-volume 1974
biography “Joseph M. Dixon of Montana.™
Karlin quotes Dixon in his waning years
writing to a friend, “I have lost much of my
former faith in the intelligent action of the
‘dear people.

Even near the close of the 20th century,
it’s not hard to find evidence of Dixon’s

October 24, 1999 The Missoulian

National Bison Range is a
wildlife wonderland in winter

The 10-mile Winter Drive through the
National Bison Range affords holiday
guests a chance to glimpse deer, elk, bald
eagles and, of course, the buffalo. Park
officials recommend spending about an
hour in the range to enjoy the wildlife and
the view of the Mission Mountains. The
graveled route is open Monday through
Friday from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m., except
during severe weather. To check road
conditions, call (406) 644-2211, ext. 205,

If the weather remains lovely, guests
can hike the one-mile Nature Trail, with

opportunities to spot black-capped
chickadees, northern flickers, and
Townsend's solitaires. Bird-lovers should
consider driving farther north on Highway
212 to the Ninepipe National Wildlife
Refuge, home to an open-water reservoir
where geese and other waterfowl linger.
Ring-necked pheasants also grace the
area.

For friends that can’t make it, the
visitors center and bookstore is knocking
25 percent of all books, posteards and
posters from Nov. 29 until New Year's
Eve. The gift selection includes a large-
format picture book about bison, and a
\.mcly of children's wlnnng and picture

November 20, 1999 The Mlssoullan

epublicans. He gained national
prominence In managing Theodore
Roosevelt's “Bull Moose™ campaign against
Republican incumbent President William
Taft and Democrat Woodrow Wilson. Dixon
lost his Senate seat in 1912 to Democrat
Thomas Walsh.

Dixon returned to Montana and devoted
his energies to his Missoulian, using its pages
1o continue beating the Progressive drum
much to the annoyance of The Company and
its interests,

Amalgamated launched the Missoula
Sentinel newspaper during Dixon’s Senate
years in an attempt to crush the Missoulian
and weaken support for him in his
hometown, After his Senate career ended,
the Missoulian and Sentinel fought a
ferocious newspaper war that Dixon
appeared to win. Amalgamated withdrew,
bruised, and sold the Sentinel to Dixon,
However, it was a short-lived victory, for

handiwork. Social strife, legal conflicts and
the jurisdictional guagmire involving non-
Indian property owners on the Flathead
and Crow reservations are included in his
legacy. Over the objections of tribal leaders
and in the name of “progress,” Rep. Dixon
rammed legislation lzmngh Congress
nrunmb those reservations to white settlers,
cleverly twisting the 1855 Hell Gate Treaty
to his purpose and, as he put it, “trading my
hope of heaven” in the bargain.

In Congress, Dixon promoted
development and expansion of Fort
Missoula, helped create Glacier National
Park, plnﬁcd a part in giving Missoula a
regional headquarters for the Forest Service
and passed Ic islation for the National
Bison Range. He also helped secure lcdcul
funding for irrigation projects throughou

books. Hours are 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m,,
including the day after Thanksgiving, but
officials recommend calling for updated
hours nearer the holidays.

Kick-out-the-Kinks benefit
is Dec. 4 at Izaak Walton Inn

The annual Kick-out-the-Kinks ski
benefit kicks off on Saturday, Dec. 4, in
Essex at the Izaak Walton Inn, Free cross-
country ski lessons are available at 10:30
am, At 1 p.m. is the Huckleberry Hustle,
in which participants play games on skis
and snowshoes. All players win

Dixon and the independent press. In 1917,
he sold the Missoulian and Sentinel to
investors who turned out to be front men for
The Company. ACM controlled the
Missoula newspapers, along with most other
daily papers in the state, for the next 40

See DIXON, Page M16

Gardner Auction
Service

Western Montana's oldest & largest
full time auction company. We are
the leaders in estate liquidations
selling thousands of estates
since 1960. For top dollar on quality
antiques, fumishings, tools & relate
items call the professionals today.

251-2221 or
1-800-670-2221

the state. State government retains some of
the reforms he pushed as governor. The tax-
reform debate he launched rages
unchecked.
The initiative process he and other
I also

shupc Montana politics. Only last year,
Montana voters passed an initiative banning
the use of cyanide in mining. The 1999
Legislature’s Republican majority toyed
briefly with the notion of repealing the
initiative, but finally yielded to the will of the
people.

Call it one more small victory for Joe
Dixon,

- Steve Woodruff is the Missoulian’s
Opinion Page editor

o
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Birder in paradise

Eastemer’s trip to bison range, Lee Metcalf. Ninepipe yield memorable sights

By MICHAEL GIVANT
for the Missoulian

he plane was slowly taxiing
out to the runway for
takeoff. It was the end of
our two-week birding vacation in
Montana. Gazing out the
window, my thoughts began to
drift back over what we'd seen.

It had started outside the
Visitors Center of the National
Bison Range. The landscape was
a prairic ringed by mountains and
asky partially filled with large
cumulus clouds. The panorama
conveyed a sense of solitude and
awe.

As our van got closer and
closer to a herd of resting bison |
became increasingly excited
about secing these creatures that
were once nearly hunted to
extinction. Watching them from
behi : 5

/, gray, short and twisted —
are their most interesting feature.
A nursing mother makes

ga
youngster, The Mpomc isan
emphatic no. The little bison
gives a high, hard push with its
head. These animals, languid in
the afternoon sun, don’t have
Buffalo Bill to worry about
anymore. Tourists, however, are
mild annoyances. Slowly and
|mperctpuhly they move away

“Taicr, Fiod, our guide and
driver, saw something, He pulls
the van over to the side of the
road. Quietly we get out, Tan
with a black-streaked long face, a
pronghorn antelope slowly walks
down the mountainside, pausing
to stop and accasionally look
back. Its ears are modified ovals.
The horns are black and curve
inward; its nose and neck look as
if they have been dipped in
chocolate pudding. I admire the
symmetry of the animal’s form as
it walks.

This is one of the fastest
mammals on Earth, often
reaching speeds of more than 40
mph. Its endurance is storied.
Extraordinary eyesight allows the
animal to ascertain movement up
104 miles away, giving a mere
‘human pause o wonder, Looking
at it through my spotting scope,
the animal bends over a thin
sapling, grasps the basc with the
inside of its pronged horn and
rakes the tree, bending it in the
process.

Minutes later we came upon a
group of 15 pronghorns scattered
on both sides of the road. On our
side are three grazing youngsters.

lowly they start to walk toward
us. I'm filled with a silent awe.
One is particularly colorful with a
rich tan coat filled with black
lines and yellow plastic tags on its
ears. They change direction
slightly and slowly cross the road.
I exhale. My wifc has captured
the moment on video.

Fred has good eyes ... far
down the road on a fence
there is a bird that looks and acts
like a kingbird.

“Western kingbird,” I offer.

Eastern, he corrects me.

How is that possible? This is
the western end of Montana.
He's right. There’s the telltale
thin white horizontal bar above
the gray trail tha
many times at Cape Cod, Mass.

About a week later, near a fish
atchery outside of Whitefish, we
again sce an eastern kingbird,
This nml: there's no doubt about
its ides It's near a telephone
pole. ngh on the pole, black
insula sticks out like the
i oies ot o feart Wedged
between the wire and the pole
are a few sticks of wood forming
a saucerlike nest. In it are three

kingbird chicks, Their open
yellow mouths cagerly await food
from the adult. I'd never before
seen the nest of a kingbird, much
less chicks being fed. It is clear
from the adult’s behavior that we
are intruding. I pack up my scope
and we leave.

At the Lee Metcalf National
Wildlife Refuge, high in a large
nest, a mother osprey shields her
three fledglings from the hot sun.
Their tongues are sticking
‘out, a sure sign of their hunger.

Minutes later we came
upon a group of 15
pronghorns scattered on
both sides of the road.
On our side are three
grazing youngsters,
Slowly they start to walk
toward us. I'm filled with
a silent awe.

Nearby the male hunts over a
lake with mountains in the
background. High in the sky is
another bird of prey, the kestrel.
Itis a small falcon, no more than
12 inches, with multiple shades of
rust and spots of black on its
bady.

Slowly flapping its blue-gray
wings, the kestrel hovers above
the waving grasses. I expect it to
dive at any moment for unseen
prey below. What I can't see is
that it already has a meal in its
beak.

Soon it lands on the wooden
crossbar of a pole. Through my
scope I see the bird plucking at a
lifeless form, perhaps a vole, on
the crossbar that serves as the
Kestrels lunch table.

The carly birder catches the
worm - or, in my case, an
unexpected view of three mule

0 a.m. near the base
ountain that
borders the University of
Montana campus in Missoula, I
stop to tie a sneaker lace.
Laoking up, I see a fawn and two
young deer looking down at me,
The fawn and one youngster go
into some trees but don’t
completely disappear. The
whitish rump of the adult sticks
out, momentarily revealing a
black spot at the base of the tail
They are mule deer, I've never
before seen them and am amazed
by the unexpected encounter, By
Washington-Grizzly Stadium,
clouds hang halfway down the
mountain, They seemingly await
the sun's heat to rise. From the
large, pebbly sky some light
filters down, revealing the
mountain’s green beneath the
white covering. I stand there
watching the carly morning
evolve, filled with an inner sense
of tranquillity.

On a dusty road at the
Ninepipe National Wildlife
Refuge are three species of
blackbirds within a few feet of
cach other: male red-winged,
brewers and yellow-headed
blackbirds. Up close, the latter,
with bright yellow heads and
necks atop black bodies, are

striking. One sits on a strand of
barbed wi cla
indistinguishable from the wire's
twists. It disappears over a fence
and into the weeds
wire shaking slightly,

bone-gray spindly trec; next o it
is a green one. Both are rife with

size of one of these birds. In back
are huge bare mountains with the
tops laced with snow. My wife’s
cousin, a novice birder, calls it
the Cormorant Condo.

On the way out we see an owl
sitting on a fence, Its round face
and brown body striated with
white is a woodcarver's creation
come (o life. Slowly and quietly
we get out, It looks dircetly at us,
Ayellow eye is ringed with black.
No ears are visible. Al this takes
place in what seems to be fess
than a second. It flies off the
fence and over a hilly mound. As
it flies, its downward wing beat is
powerful. The wing tips are black.
It lands some 40 yards from us
and we sit in our van for about 10
minutes, hoping that what we
think is a short-eared owl will
return. It doesn't, and we leave,

On our last afternoon we go
again to Ninepipe. We watch

coot chicks with candy-corn
beaks swim in one of the ponds
that serves as a nursery for these
young birds, Two immature coots
sit on a small mud island in a
‘pond; a pair of large bird egs are
nearby. An adult coot moving
quickly on yellow legs soon
chases off the two younger birds.
The eggs, dabbed with mud, are
left exposed and alone on the
island in the pond. For a while I
ponder what bird left the eggs.
All too soon it's time to go.

The plane starts down the
runway. There are vibrations and
the sound of rushing wind and
saon, silence, In my mind's eye
we are riding along an empty
stretch of Highway 93 before
Kalispell. A lone house sits on
the hill above the road beneath a
sky covered with billowy clouds
and barely a hint of blue. Home
and heart in the American West.
Magnificent isolation beneath an
overwhelming sky. It's a picture
ing o be taken, I can feel the
plane lifting off the runway and
evening. I click the.
imaginary camera shutter, This
picture is going home with me.

sid birder and occasional
Montanavistior Michael
an associate professor of Sociology
and the Joculy ailerics
representative at Adelphi Unive

In Garden City, N.¥.

Community

Medical Center
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“Recreation

National Bison Range. Located at Moiese in the Flathead Valley. Established in 1908, the
19,000-acre big-game range features about 400 bison, many species of birds and herds of white-
tailed and mule deer, pronghorns, elk and more in a 19-mile self-guiding tour. Fee is $4 per car;
all Golden passes, as well as Federal Migratory Bird Stamps are accepted. Call 644-2211 for
information.” March 26,2000 The Missoulian



“Public invited to learn about species act

Moiese — A workshop on endangered species, sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
will be held Saturday, May 6, at the National Bison Range.

Teachers will be eligible for 9 to 12 Office of Public Instruction re-certification units.

The class will cover the Endangered Species Act, how species are protected and why. It will
explore why species become listed under the act, and how the listing process works. Success
stories, along with some problems and failures, will be discussed.

Pat Tucker and Bruce Weide will present information on wolf reintroduction and experimental
populations. Kate Davis of Raptors of the Rockies will display some of her birds of prey to help
illustrate the recovery success of peregrine falcons and bald eagles. All participants will receive
educational materials providing background for teachers and student activities.

An optional, three-hour evening field trip over the Bison Range’s Red Sleep Mountain Drive will
be offered. The history of bison will be presented during the drive. Those who participate in the
evening program can earn an additional three OPI credits.

Preregistration is required. For more information and registration forms, call Pat Jamieson at the
Bison Range, at 406-644-2211, ext. 207; or send email to her (Patjamieson@fws.gov). There is

a $10 registration fee. The course is open to all, but priority will be given to educators.” April 16,
2000 The Missoulian

Other refuges feeling crush of civilization

By JANE RIDER

Wildlife Refuge, five miles south
of the Missoulian

of Ronan, must balance

and tribal uses, Wiseman said.
Bird management and then tribal

. HAMILTON - Most of the

3 Dational wildlife refuges in

2 western Montana and the

= surrounding region don’t face the
* lind of development pressures at
a their borders that Lee Metcalf

I Wildlife Refuge does.

Some are already situated

; adjacent to federal or state lands
1 or tribal trust lands, so the

| potential of a racetrack or large-

i+ scale subdivision moving in next

+ door is less likely.

But each faces its own unique

+ challenges that will have to be

| addressed in a comprehensive

| conservation plan that each must
| draft by 2012.

Officials at Ninepipe National

managing the 2,062-acre refuge
to benefit waterfowl and breeding
native birds while providing for
public uses, irrigation projects
and tribal uses, such as grazing
and fishing.

Dave Wiseman, refuge
manager, said several players are
involved in managing Ninepipe
and also Pablo National Wildlife
Refuge.

The Pablo refuge is south of
Polson and covers 2,542 acres.
Both refuges are on tribal trust
lands of the Salish and Kootenai.
Tribes and are home to irrigation
projects.

Irrigation uses take
precedence over wildlife refuge

uses that are compatible with the
refuge are next in priority.

While the Pablo refuge is
somewhat of an island of secure
habitat, Ninepipe has acquired
conservation easements and
waterfowl production areas
around its borders to maintain
the existing agricultural character
and allow for wildlife corridors,
Wiseman said.

Grasslands surrounding the
refuge include 3,420 acres of
state wildlife management areas,
about 3,000 acres of tribal lands
and 2,000 acres of U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service conservation
easements.

See CRUSM, Page A6
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’Crush

Continued

The National Bison Range,
panning 18,529 acres in the
Mission Valley near Moiese,
attracts more than 200,000
tourists to its visitor center every
year.
| Providing for public use while
making wildlife a top priority is a
difficult balancing act refuge
managers must perform.
“We're also getting quite a bit

of suburbia right outside our

undary,” said Wiseman, who

Iso manages the bison range,
wan River and Lost Trail
Fa:ionul wildlife refuges and the
rthwest Montana Wetland

Management District.

“When you get a lot of houses
n close proximity to the (bison)
ange itself, you also get the
trappings of suburbia ...

occasional
. pets coming
* 1 think o e“,'.ehe
1 there will saidg. :
Z bealotof *  Butnone
H ¥ of the refuges
H l.aml kept that Wiseman
n open oversees is
space facing the
because of ~ degree of
be tribal development
the II{ a pressure that
trust. Lee Metcalf
Wildlife
-Dave  Refugeis.
Wiseman, “We're not
':‘lﬂaplpel nearly as
ational Sete
Wildiife  conecsted as
Refuge Bitterroot,”
he said.

“We're maybe
10 to 15 years from seeing that
here. Even then, I think there will
be a lot of land kept in open
space because of the tribal trust.”

Here are some other national
wildlife refuges within the region,
their issues and timetables for
comprehensive conservation
planning. Wiseman said the
public will play an important role
in the planning process by
offering ideas and alternatives:

u Swan River National
Wildlife Refuge, about 20 miles
southeast of Bigfork in the Swan
Valley, covers about 1,568 acres
within the floodplain of the Swan
River above Swan Lake. It is
home to 171 bird species, elk,
moose, bobcat and black bear.
Grizzly bears sometimes move
onto the refuge in early spring to
forage.

The challenge is keeping it in
its natural state.

“Reed canary grass, not a
native species, is encroaching on
wetland habitat where there is an
endangered plant that we would
like to recover,” Wiseman said.

‘It can be a positive opportunity. The challenge will be
managing the recreational impacts.’

~ Mike Hedrick,

Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge

Portions of the refuge are
open to waterfowl hunting. Big
game and upland bird hunting is

Comprehensive planning will'be
tackled after the National Bison
Range and Lost Trail plans are

prohibited. Bird hing and
wildlife viewing are common
activities. A comprehensive
conservation plan won’t be
drafted until after Lost Trail and
National Bison Range plans are
completed.

m Lost Trail National
Wildlife Refuge, about 25 miles
west of Kalispell, encompasses
about 7,840 acres of U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service land and
another 1,700 acres in state-
purchased conservation
easements. It supports a variety
of bird species, deer, elk, moose,
mountain lion and black bear.
Grizzly bear, bald eagle and gray
wolf may be found around the
area.

Challenges are to control
exotic and invasive plant species,
develop a public use plan that
includes hunting opportunities
and restore Doll Lake.

Cattle once heavily grazed
parts of the refuge. Plans are to
allow those areas to recover.
Wiseman said limited grazing
may be allowed in future to
benefit habitat.

Lost Trail is bordered by Plum
Creek Timber Co. lands and two
large ranches. Refuge officials
have already begun gathering
public input to draft Lost Trail's
goals and objectives for its
comprehensive conservation
plan. Wiseman hopes to
complete the plan by early next
year.

u Northwest Montana
Wetland Management
District is located in parts of
Lake and Flathead counties. It
consists of more than a dozen
waterfowl production areas.

“We do have quite a bit of
housing development around
those,” Wiseman said.

Habitat fragmentation,
humans dnd household pets are
impacting those areas.

In Lake County, the sites add
up to 3,130 acres and are three to
nine miles north of the National
Bison Range. In Flathead
County, they cover 4,390 acres
and are south and west of the
Kalispell area and include about
seven miles of lake shoreline and
upland along Flathead Lake’s
northern end.

The areas are open to limited
bird hunting, fishing and
trapping. Farming, haying and
grazing are allowed with special-
use permits in some areas.

April 16,2000 The Missoulian

u Charles M. Russell
National Wildlife Refuge is
the second-largest wildlife refuge
in the lower 48 states and covers
1.1 million acres. It is known for
its big game hunting and 240,000-
acre Fort Peck Lake.

“Growth is an issue,” said
Mike Hedrick, refuge manager.
“Even though it is a large lake
and relatively pristine, I think in
the future it will be one of the

primary growth areas over here.
It can be a positive opportunity.
The challenge will be managing
the recreational impacts. Just
water itself draws people.”
Livestock grazing is also a
controversial issue.
“Economically, from a
livestock owner’s perspective, the
way we would graze to benefit
habitat isn’t the most economical
way to graze livestock,” he said.
“You may graze one year and not
graze again in that area for four to
five years. That's what is required
to achieve our wildlife objective.”
The refuge is still changing its
grazing practices from historical
methods to ways that aim to
improve wildlife habitat.
Refuge Hfficials haven’t
started a comprehensive plan
the refug leted a

e cc
extensive plan in the late 1980s
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that included an environmental
impact statement, Hedrick said.

“We are due to start ours in
2004,” he said.

u Red Rock Lakes
National Wildlife Refuge
spans about 44,963 acres in
Beaverhead County. Lakes and
ponds cover 9,000 acres of the
refuge. A diversified habitat
supports a variety of birds and
mammals.

Just over the mountains in
Madison County, however,
residential developments are
transforming the landscape.

Don Gomez, refuge manager,

acknowledged the potential for
such subdivision development in
Beaverhead County and the
impacts it might have on the
remote refuge.

“But there is a pretty good
effort under way between local

“1 was adapted
to life with
contact lenses
until I became
a firefighter.”

After breaking
two pairs of
glasses and
losing several
contacts in
his first two
months as a

i

firefighter, Jay Billington of
Missoula started thinking seriously about
LASIK vision correction.

Since his laser eye surgery, Jay enjoys the
convenience and comfort of decreased
dependence on corrective lenses.

Learn more about LASIK at a

FREE, NO-OBLIGATION SEMINAR
presented by Dr. John Salisbury on
WEDNESDAY EVENING, APRIL 19
from 6:30 to 7:30 at Rocky Mountain Eye
Center. Please call our Refractive Surgery
Coordinator to pre-register.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
% E NTER

government, Nature Conservang
the Fish and Wildlife Service anc
landowners to develop :
partnerships or conservation
casements here,” Gomez said.

“This has been a relatively
wild place (the Beaverhead
Valley) and people would like tc
keep it that way,” he said.

gumcl cxrccls. refuge
managers will begin work on a
comprehensive plan next
summer, after a vacant staff
position is filled. It will entail
looking at recreation uses,
whether they are occurring at a
manageable level and how they
should evolve.

Wildlife watching is probably
the most popular use now, he
said. He hopes to maintain the
refuge as a wilderness-type area,
where people can sxperience
solitude, he said. -

~Yt

* TAKE A CLOSER
LOOK AT LASER
EYE SURGERY.

A Division of Rocky Mountain Eye & Ear Center, RC.

700 West Kent ® 541-3807  1-800-445-5836

Moiese — Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day by participating in a variety of bird
activities planned at the National Bison Range on Saturday, May 13.



Established by the Partners in Flight Program, International Migratory Bird Day increases
awareness of all migratory birds (including songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds and raptors) and
publicizes conservation efforts on their behalf.

At the Bison Range, an advanced birding hike, a beginning bird walk and a birdwatching caravan
over Red Sleep Mountain Drive are scheduled. The trips have limited space, so preregistration is
required. Call the Bison Range at 406-644-2211 to register. A talk n bluebird habitat and house,
a discussion of backyard bird feeding, giveaways, contests, coloring pages, a book sale and a
variety of other activities are also scheduled.

Also in honor of Migratory Bird Day, the Bison Range plans to open the Red Sleep Mountain
Drive for the season on Saturday, May 13. The 19-mile, one-way gravel road climbs 2,000 feet
to the high point of the Range, then descends along steep, 10-percent-grade hills. Because it
travels through a variety of habitat, it is a good place to see a number of different birds, as well
as wildlife.

The Bison Range will be open at 7 a.m. on May 13. Visitors will need to start the longer drive
by 6 p.m. to complete the trip before the Range closes at dark.”  May 4,2000 The Missoulian

“Bison Range drive now open to public

Moiese — Cure that cabin fever with a visit to the National Bison Range this Saturday when the
range will its 19-mile Red Sleep Mountain Drive for the season.

The drive is a 19-mile one-way gravel road that climbs 2,000 feet and takes about two hours to
complete. Because it travels from the valley grasslands to the timberline and along Mission
Creek, visitors have opportunities to see a variety of animals and birds, including deer, elk,
pronghorn antelope, meadowlarks, eagles and of course bison with this year’s calves.

Visitors need to start this drive no later than 6 p.m. to finish before the main gate closes at dark.
There also is a shorter, loop drive that takes about 30 minutes.

A $4 per car fee is charged for use of the drives. There is no charge for the picnic and day-use
areas. A Bison Range season pass is available for $10. Visitors are asked to stop at the visitors
center to pay fees and receive current information and a complimentary copy of the Field Guide
to the Bison Range.

For more information about hours and activities, call the Bison Range at 406-644-2211.” may11,
2000 The Missoulian



“Montana
‘Birds, Birds, Birds’ on tap for festival by sohn stromnes of the Missoutian

Polson — Birders from all over are uniting this weekend to hold the first official Audubon Bird
Festival to take place in Montana.

Jim Rogers of Polson is the organizer. It took two years of planning, in coordination with the
Flathead Audubon chapter of Kalispell and the Montana Audubon Society headquartered in
Helena. Sponsors include the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the National Bison Range and the Owl Research
Institute near Charlo.

Rogers, a bird enthusiast since elementary school, said his motive was simply this: “It was an
excuse to get a lot of birding friends together and look at birds for three days.”

According to the brochure, the festival involves “three days of celebrating birds, birds and
birds.”

Actually, there’s a lot more to do than just look at birds, although the Flathead Bird Festival
offers 10 birding field trips, all within convenient driving distance of Polson, including Swan
River and Pablo National Wildlife refuges, the National Bison Range, Mission Mountains and
Glacier National Park.

Numerous workshops and seminars are also scheduled.

The goal is to give participants a good time while heightening awareness and deeper appreciation
of birds and their habitats.

Preregistration is required for the banquet, and the deadline has passed. But you can register
right up to Saturday morning for Saturday’s workshops, events and field trips, Rogers said.

Speakers include nationally known owl researcher Denver Holt, Dick Hutto of the University of
Montana and Sue Reel of the Lolo National Forest.

For further information contact Montana Audubon, 443-3949, or visit www.mtaudubon.org for
a list of activities.” June 1, 2000 The Missoulian


http://www.mtaudubon.org/

Recreation fees on public lands

TOM BAUER/Missoulian
Visitors to the National Bison Range in Moiese still pay a $4 fee per vehicle, but since 1996, under the Recreation Fee Demonstration Program, federal land managers are allowed to
keep most of the money they collect at a site instead of returning it to the U.S. Treasury.

June 1, 2000 The Missoulian

“BiOlOgiStS Converge on UM by Sherry Devlin of the Missoulian

More than 1,300 conservation biologists — scientists who study rare plants and
animals and their surroundings — will meet at the University of Montana this
weekend to share research findings of the year past.

The scientific program for the 14" meeting of the Society for Conservation

Biology includes about 400 spoken papers, 60 symposiums on conservation-related
research from around the world.

Conference co-chairman Dan Pletscher, who heads UM’s wildlife biology
program, said the meeting has attracted “a remarkable group of people” from 25
countries and throughout the United States.

Saturday morning’s opening session will include presentations by Daniel
Simberloff, a professor at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville and a seminal



author in the field of conservation biology; Michael Soule, a founder of the Society
for Conservation Biology, now with The Wildlands Project; Jamie Rappaport
Clark, director of the U. S. Fish and wildlife Service; and Jack Ward Thomas,
retired chief of the U.S. Forest service and UM’s Boone and Crockett.

Pletscher said conservation biology is a relatively new scientific field focusing
primarily on rare species — and on the biodiversity needed to restore those species
to health.

Conservation solutions to be discussed at the Missoula meeting range from the
“very local” to the global, Pletscher said. “From the back yard to the continental.”

Invited papers in the eight symposia include presentations on “Conservative
Medicine: The Ecological Context of Health,” “Evolutionary Ecology of Pacific
Salmon” and “The Role of Top Predators in Ecological Communities.”

The meeting will open its doors from noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday for
free, public viewing of 180 poster presentations - 90 each day — in the University
Center Ballroom. All other sessions are open only to registered participants.
Registration will continue through Monday at UM’s Continuing Education
Building.

UM scientists volunteered to host the society’s year 2000 meeting about two years
ago, Pletscher said. “And they jumped on our offer.”

“Montana is a place that people think about when they think about conservation.”
He said. “We have a fairly sparse human density, a beautiful landscape and the
large carnivores that ae no longer in the rest of the United States. So a lot of
people want to come to Montana.”

Field trips on Friday and next week are “full to the brim,” Pletscher said, and will
take scientists to Glacier National Park, Yellowstone, the National Bison Range,
rafting on the Lochsa River, the Lee Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge, the Swan
Valley and “in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark.”

Scientific reports will continue through Monday, when the meeting will end with a
banquet and awards ceremony.



For more information about the Society for Conservation Biology meeting or to
register, visit the Web site at www.umt.edu/scb2000 .~ june 9, 2000 The Missoulian


http://www.umt.edu/scb2000
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ECO-TOURISM

More visitors
are coming to
immerse
themselves in
western
Montana’s
natural beauty,
leaving little
impact on our
land and a lot
of money in
our economy

EEING GREEN

sat amidst the bunchgrass and opened sack

lunches, chattering all the while about
wildflowers in bloom, bird lists and the
weather, which for a June morning in
Montana was spectacular - sunshine, warm
breeze and a sky so clear you could see almost
to Bigfork.

“This is how we take our vacation ~

learning more about nature,” chirped Mickey

‘(Eco-tourists) are a gentle lot. They drop a lot of money and
then they leave — the kind of people you want visiting Montana.’
= Denver Holt, Montana nature guide

tourism busi in North America,

Written by JOHN STROMNES
lllustrated by KEN BARNEDT
of the Missoulian

OIESE - One morning not lon , 8

rental van pulled t:u:stap ahng :‘:in

road hi Vl:ﬂ a ridge above the

Mission Valley. Nail, an eco-tourist from i Del., as

Out piled a clutch of casually she began pecking at her sandwich.
dressed middle-aged folks, sturdy shoes on She's not alone.
their feet, bin and spotting scopes in Eco-tourists, a formerly rare but now
hand or slung around their necks, wildlife common migratory species of vacationer, is
watching guidebooks in their knapsacks and  making quite an impact on the travel industry
jacket pockets. i and on local economies in western Montana ~
Bunched together like prairie hens, they and around the world.

‘This particular clutch of eco-tourists had
entrusted their care and feeding to Denver
Holt, a wildlife researcher and nature guide
for 20 years. Holt'’s “day” job is director of the
Owl Research Institute near Charlo, which he
founded. But he enjoys spending several
weeks each year as a tour guide for Victor
Emanual Nature Tours, perhaps the most
prestigious and certainly one of the oldest

Holt himself leads three or more nature
tours a year in Montana. Folks come from
across the nation seeking owls in early spring,
birds of prey in winter, and wildlife and
natural history of all kinds during this June-
in-Montana tour. He has led tours elsewh:

member of Watchable Wildlife Inc., a
nonprofit group, is brimming with examples
of the si;mﬁmnt ~but often unrecognized -
economic impact this new kind of tourism can
have on rural communiti

“Wildlife viewing and birding are the
fastest-growing segments of outdoor
recreation,” Oberbillig said.

For example, the one known nesting pair
of yellow-green vireos in the United States
resided for several years in South Texas, at
the Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife
Refuge. They were closely studied, not only

in the United States and in Africa and Central
America.

“We're seeing more and more people come
to Montana to view wildlife and wild lands,”
he said. “Montana is just starting to open up
to this. But in other states, it's already a huge
business. Natural history tourism is becoming
a big part of every state’s economy.”

Deborah Richie Oberbillig, a Missoula
consultant on wildlife viewing and a board

by in the success of their
breeding efforts, but also by economists
interested in the economic impact of their
residency.

“These chickadee-sized songbirds
generated an estimated $150,000 per year for
local businesses near the refuge,” reported
Howard Youth in a recent issue of World
‘Watch magazine.

Sec GREEN, Page C2
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E There's more:

< WThe 28,000 people who
visited Colorado’s Rocky
#Mountain National Park in the
ofall of 1997 to see the annual

2! dlsplay of bulging bull elk
-conmbuted more than $2.3
“million to Estes Park and

¥ surrounding communities.

:! m The 100,000-plus birders

% who visit Chincoteague National
& & Wildlife Refuge in Virginia each
& year spend more than $10 million
Y locally.

E ® Thousands of avid birders
flock to Starr County, Texas, one
= £ of the poorest regions in the

& United States, seeking a glimpse
" of some 485 bird species and 30

L butterfly species each year. They
“ don’t take any birds or butterflies
home, but they leave behind!
some $103.5 million that helps

N * the local economy. That includes
* fees paid to ranchers who charge
5 tourists for the privilege of

b 1 visiting the wildlife habitat on

. i their private property.

;1 “That illustrates one of the big
1 pluses of eco-tourism,” according
" to Oberbillig, who acknowledges
& Esheisa journalist by profession,

< but a wildlife conservationist at

+ heart. “When communities, local
% busi government ag

i Jand private landowners start

< seeing the economic value of

< wildlife, it’s an incentive for them
« to protect habitat.”

o Italso helps educate travelers,
1 as they discover they have a big

1 stake in the wildlife conservation
- movement. They are much more
% willing to accept regulation of

" public and private property to
;protecl wildlife, and to fund
|+watchable wildlife programs, she
+said.

. Aclose-to-home example

. Oberbillig uses in her lectures,
.workshops and discussions is
::Missoula’s own $5 million open-
space bond issue. She said the

s political support to buy private
i2land for public ownership came
«initially from local folks who
'-wamed to protect the winter
Erange of an easily viewable elk

herd - on Mount Jumbo - that
was threatened by real estate
¥ development and competing
nrecreational uses.
4 Thus watchable wildlife
% “became the linchpin for
- Mlswula s green-space bond
.‘ +issue,” said Oberbillig, who is
# chairman of Missoula's Open
#Space Advisory Committee.
:: Although there seems to be no
'questmn that interest in
“watchable wildlife” or “green”
tourism is growing, reliable data
singling out the monetary impact
of eco-tourism as distinguished
from vacation and recreational
travel are notoriously hard to
come by. Definitions vary,
agencies collect numbers in
different ways, and worse, the
«same agency will ask different
b questions in a survey from year to
ear, making comparisons
 between years and regions

enjoyed some form of wildlife-
related recreation in 1997,
generating $100 billion from sales
of equipment, transportation,
permits, lodging, food and other
related expenses.

Of course, a lot of that was
spent on guns and fishing poles -
and there is general agreement
that whatever eco-tourism is, it is
not hunting and fishing. (The
simplest definition is that eco-
tourism is tourism based on
nonconsumptive viewing of
natural, rather than synthetic
attractions such as theme parks
or sports events.)

We do know that tourists of all
kinds spend almost $2 billion a
year in Montana, making it the
state’s second largest industry
after agriculture. And we know
the behavior of these tourists is
changing, fitting more into the

“green” or nonconsumptive
mode, tourism experts say.

1n 1999, for example,
nonresident travel showed a
switch from the typical visitation
centered on national parks to
increases in other areas of the
state, many of them off the
beaten path.

“Traffic patterns show that
more nonresidents are getting off
the interstate highways and
taking to the scenic secondary
roadways,” said Norma
Nickerson, director of the
Institute for Tourism and
Recreation Research at the
University of Montana.

In years to come, a big boost
will undoubtedly be interest in
the Lewis and Clark Trail, which
arguably could be classified as an
eco-tourist activity, “Attractions
near the Lewis and Clark Trail in
Montana generally experienced
visitation increases, while
attractions near interstate
highways tended to report no
increase or even declines in
1999,” Nickerson said.

Local businesses in western
Montana are benefiting. For
example, the state’s first
Audubon Bird Festival, held
recently in Polson, attracted 300
birders to the locally owned
KwaTagNuk Resort. These visits
occurred in May, before the
regular tourist season started
filling rooms in the area.

Holt, the birding tour leader,
said it is common for him to write
checks totaling $400 or more to a
local restaurant when his clients
drop by for a meal. He notes that
eco-tourists as a group are
wealthier, better educated and
older than the general
population, so they don’t mind
spending money for creature
comforts. And they don’t account
for many “negatives.”

Eco-tourists, he said, are
“mostly retired, well-educated
travelers, generally very nice
people. They are a gentle lot.
They drop a lot of money and
then they leave ~ the kind of
people you want visiting
Montana. The worst damage they
do is we might stand on a trail too
long, or step on and damage
some gruss," he said, as his clients
d their sack lunches.

difficult and sc h
unreliable.

Nationally, the most oft-
quoted survey on the economic
impact of eco-tourism is the
1 National Survey of Fishing,

; ¥ Hunting and Wildlife-Associated
& Recreation, published in 1997.

v According to that report, 77
million adults, or about 40

reent of the U.S. population,

SO s

That day, though, high on the
hillside above Moiese, the impact
was on the travelers - not the
‘resource.

Their lunch finished, (olkx
took turns looking throu,
spotting scope at the St. nnus
Mission far g:low. It had been a
good morning. In four hours,
under Holt's tutelage, the group
had seen deer, elk, pronghorn

June 29, 2000 The Missoulian

and American bison, courtesy of
the National Bison Range.

Mickey Nail was extremely
happy. She already had a “tick”
or check-off on her lifetime list of
bird sightings. She spotted an
American dipper along the Clark
Fork River.

“Birding in a group is
wonderful - all these experienced
eyes,” she said. “We picked this
tour because of the enchantment
of coming to Montana.”

And Montana delivered, she
said, aplenty.

Reporter John Stromnes can be
reached at 1-800-366-7186 or at
Jjstromnes@missoulian.com
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Bringing back W‘plants

KURT WILSON/Missoulian

Elderhostel volunteer Henry Geist of Scottsdale, Ariz, collects seeds Monday morning from wildflowers at the Clark Fork Native Prairie in Missoula’s John H. Toole
Riverfront Park. The seeds, collected by 17 volunteers Monday, will be used to revegetate areas of Mount Sentinel and Mount Jumbo after weed eradication.

Seeds of restoration

Elderhostel,
AmeriCorps
volunteers

help replant
two hillsides
in Missoula

By DARYL GADBOW
of the Missoulian

It isn’t every visitor from out of state
who leaves Missoula a more beautiful
place.

Thanks to two visiting service groups,
however, the natural beauty of the town’s
most prominent landmarks - Mount
Sentinel and Mount Jumbo - will be
enhanced, with more abundant native
grasses and wildflowers and fewer noxious
weeds.

The two groups are from Elderhostel -
a national nonprofit organization that
provides educational adventures for folks
age 55 and over - and AmeriCorps, a
federal program that gives young adults
ages 18 to 24 an opportunity to earn money
for college by providing community service.

Seven volunteers from Elderhostel and
10 from AmeriCorps are in Missoula this
week to participate in “From Weeds to

Wildflowers: Restoring Montana’s Natural
Lands,” a program sponsored by the
Montana Natural History Center.

On Monday morning, the two groups
worked under the direction of Marilyn
Marler, noxious weed coordinator for the
University of Montana, to collect native
grass and wildflower seeds at the Clark
Fork Native Prairie in Missoula’s John H.
Toole Riverfront Park.

Seeds will be used to revegetate areas
on Mount Sentinel and Mount Jumbo
where weed eradication efforts have taken
place, Marler said.

“Revegetation is an important part of
any weed management project,” she said.
“It's not adequate just to eliminate weeds.
You need to occupy their niche with
something else. And native plants are
best.”

On Monday, Marler said, the volunteers
collected seeds of blue-bunch wheat grass,
June grass, needle-and-thread grass, and

several species of native wildflowers,
including penstemon, yarrow,
blanketflower, sticky cinquefoil and showy
fleabane.

Some seeds collected by the groups also
will be used for a native “seed orchard”
that is being developed at Fort Missoula,
she said. :

Marler praised the efforts of the two
service groups.

“These are really good folks,” she said.
“These seeds are not commercially
available. This is the only way to get them,
and we're getting lots of seeds. It’s so neat
to have these service groups here, because
it is a time-consuming project. And my
program at UM doesn’t have funds to pay
for it. It's nice for them, because they learn
about the plants and our weed problems.
But they're providing a real valuable
service.”

See SEEDS, Page B2




Seeds

Continued

The seven Elderhostel
volunteers came from all around
the nation, said Marian Gordin of
Atlanta, who was participating in
her first Elderhostel activity.

“We all paid $500 to do this,”
said Gordin. “Elderhostel has a
big catalog of projects that you °
can pick from. You can build
homes in Alaska for Habitat for
Humanity, or you can work in an
Indian museum in Arizona. You
can pick from different
categories. The largest category is
education, which doesn’t involve
service work. I've never.been to
Montana or this part of the
country. And it fit my schedule.
That’s why I picked this one.”

. Volunteer Mary McPherson of
Arizona said she pulled weeds in
the Midway Island Atoll on one
Elerhostel project.

- “We drove up here and hiked
in all the national parks on the
way up, and went camping in
Glacier,” McPherson said. “We
wanted to do something
outdoors.”

Besides the wild seed-
gathering project, Gordin said,
the Elderhostel group also will

help construct and plant a
“butterfly garden” at the
Montana Natural History
Center’s Nature Center at Fort
Missoula.

“That will be our gift to
Missoula,” said McPherson.

The group will see a little
more of western Montana this
week on field trips to the
National Bison Range and Lee
Metcalf National Wildlife
Refuge.

“We'll also sight-see,” Gordin
said. “You learn to open your
eyes and see things.”

The AmeriCorps volunteers
already have spent several weeks
in Missoula as part of a six-week
stay doing service work in the
community. The group is part of
the National Civilian Community
Corps, based in Denver, which is
one of more than 200
AmeriCorps programs
nationwide.

“We’re the only ones that
move all around the country,”
said AmeriCorps volunteer
Chantry Baker of Cherry Hill,
N.J.

The stay here is one of five
projects around the country for
the group, each lasting six to
eight weeks, as part of the
volunteers’ 10-month tour of

service. For their participation,
they each receive about $70 a
week living expenses. They also
can earn an award of $4,725 for
college or vocational education.

Before coming to Missoula,
the group spent several weeks
tutoring students at public
schools in Detroit, Baker said.

Since they’ve been in town,
she said, the young volunteers
have worked on several
community service projects,
including the Missoula Food
Bank, Garden City Harvest’s
community gardens, and in the
Montana Natural History
Center’s “From Weeds to
Wildflowers” effort.

Besides Monday’s seed-
gathering, Baker said, the group
has worked with Marler
shepherding weed-eating sheep
and pulling weeds on Mount
Sentinel and Mount Jumbo.

“The best thing about our
project is we’re constantly
traveling,” she said. “And it’s
really neat to see a community
from the inside. It’s neat to see
how this community takes care of
itself.”

Reporter Daryl Gadbow can be
reached at 523-5264 or at
dgadbow@missoulian.com
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‘Some very di

Tcult times ahead’

in August, warn fire managers

& By SHERRY DEVLIN
of the Missoulian

In minutes, a late-night
thunderstorm Wednesday added
four dozen new forest fires to the
Lolo and
Bitterroot
national forests’
collection.

Firefighters
spent Thursday
attacking the
new starts from
the ground and air along a 10-

.mile-wide path from Darby
northeast through the Rock
- Creek and Blackfoot drainages
- and into the Jocko Lakes, Seeley

Lake and Ovando areas.

. By late afternoon, crews
reported fires ranging in size
from a spot to five acres. And fire
managers were warning of 100-
degree temperatures for the
weekend and fire-danger ratings
like none they've ever seen.

“We have 81 weather stations
in the northern Rockies, and they
are all at unprecedented levels,”
said Dan Bailey, fire management
officer for the Lolo National
Forest. “They’re setting the stage
for some very difficult times
ahead. August is going to put
everybody to a pretty good test.”

That’s why the response was
frompt and aggressive after the

test lightning storm. Fires that
|€scape initial attack will be
'mcreasmgly difficult to staff with
‘large, project-size crews, Bailey
:said. There are simply too many
:ﬁres burning throughout the West.
{ “By this time of year, Arizona
aand Nevada normally have these
oblg monsoon rains,” said incident
{commander Randy Doman. “But
i they’re still having big project
\fires. They’re not getting the
imoisture.”
{ So the competition for
firefighting crews continues to
! grow, he said. Colorado remains
1at the top of the priority list,
'followed by Utah. Third on the
4hst are Montana and north Idaho
- and within that region, the
} Canyon Ferry fire is No. 1.
! “What's worrisome is that this
118 all happening so early in the
'year,” said Bailey. “Everything is
+happening very, very early.”

On the Lolo and Bitterroot
forests, firefighters continued
Thursday to work on these fires:

u About 200 firefighters were
close to containing the 105-acre
Saloon fire west of Darby and
along Lost Horse Road. There
were no immediate threats to
homes, although a contingency
plan was in place for evacuations
— if the fire made an unexpected

n.

m Sixty firefighters almost had
control of a 44-acre fire west of
Alberton, along the Clark Fork
River, called the Freezeout fire.
The fire was remapped — and its
acreage adjusted — on Thursday.

u North of Bearmouth, 70
firefighters remained on duty,
mopping up the 40-acre East Pearl
fire and the 80-acre Anderson Hill
fire. Others were dispatched to the
new lightning starts.

u Two crews were finishing
work on a 10-acre fire in the
headwaters of Wyman Creek.

m West of Stevensville, 100
firefighters reported containment
of the 25-acre Kootenai Creek
fire and the 25-acre Smoke Creek
fire seven miles west of Sula. The
Kootenai Creek trail will reopen
Friday, and the area closure for
Lookout Pass will be lifted
Saturday. The 10-acre Quartzite
fire also is contained.

m A few firefighters remained
at the Little Blue fire, mopping
up the 5,800 acres burned
southwest of Darby. But the fire
management team returned
home Thursday.

Elsewhere, despite extreme
heat and unseasonably dry
conditions, wildfire activity
remains relatively calm
throughout northwest Montana.

In Glacier National Park, only
the Parke Peak Fire continues to
burn out of control, having
scorched about 70 acres so far.
The fire, located in the northwest
corner of Glacier, is being
attacked by two fire crews and
two helicopters.

The crews are stationed at

.Kintla Lake Campground,

forcing a closure of that area to
overnight use. Day use, however,
is permitted, and the lake
remains open to recreationists.

The campground likely will
remain off-limits to overnight
guests through the weekend.

On the adjacent Flathead
National Forest, crews are
working on a handful of small
fires, including: the half-acre
Crane II Fire, currently
controlled; the 1.1-acre Miller
Creek Fire, controlled: the seven-
acre Canyon Creek Fire, not
controlled; and four fires of less
than half-acre size in the Bob
Marshall Wilderness that were
being suppressed Thursday
afternoon.

The largest fire on the
Flathead is the Lewis Creek II
Fire, located 25 miles south of
Hungry Horse Reservoir in the
Bob Marshall Wilderness. That
50-acre fire is being allowed to
burn, with officials managing the
blaze to benefit forest health.

Because of the very high fire
danger, the following restrictions
remain in effect in much of
western Montana:

m Campfires are only allowed
in designated campgrounds.

® Smoking is limited to an
enclosed vehicle, designated
campground or a 3-foot circle of
cleared debris. 2

® People working in the
woods are asked to voluntarily
follow “hoot-owl” restrictions,
including no burning, no wood
cutting and blasting after 1 p.m.,
and patrolling areas for two
hours after work ends.

The restrictions apply to the
Lolo and Bitterroot national
forests, Flathead Indian
Reservation, Bob Marshall
Wilderness, Montana state lands
in Ravalli, Missoula, Mineral,
Powell, Sanders, Silverbow, Deer
Lodge and Granite counties, the
Lee Metcalf National Wildlife
Refuge, National Bison Range,
Ninepipe and Pablo national
wildlife refuges, and to Bureau of
Land Management lands in
Missoula, Granite and Powell
counties.

Bailey said even tlghter
restrictions are likely by early
next week.

Reporter Michael Jamison
contributed to this story.

ll
{

July 28,2000 The Missoulian



“The National Bison Range announced that because of fire danger it is restricting travel on its
Red Sleep Mountain Drive to “hoot-owl house” starting Wednesday. The entrance to the scenic
19-mile drive at the range will close at 11 a.m. daily. Visitors may start the drive any time
before 11 a.m. That will give them time to complete the drive by 1 p.m.” August2,2000 The Missoulian

“Bird watching and activism

Kalispell — Enjoy a day of bird watching and help combat the wetland weed invasion of
loosestrife at the 11" annual celebration of the Ninepipe pothole wetland complex this Saturday.

Join members of the Flathead Audubon Society, the Mission Mountain Audubon Society and the
Flathead Chapter of the Native Plant Society for this annual event. The birding exploration will
begin at 8 a.m. The loosestrife pull is scheduled at 10 a.m. Meet at Ninepipe Lodge six miles
south of Ronan on Highway 93.

The event also will feature a discussion of the current efforts to control purple loosestrife and
dalmation toadflax by Allison Rowland of the National Bison Range. Participants should bring
binoculars and or spotting scope, gloves, shoes to get wet, water and lunch. Gourmet desserts
will be provided

For more information, call leaders Neal and Pattie Brown at 406-837-5018.”  August3,2000 The

Missoulian

Closures

Pattee Canyon recreation areais
now closed to the public because-qg%f
extreme fire danger. Fire crews will -
continue to use the area for staging

; operations.

milepost 14 east olfw H?miltonand at
milepost 38.4 south of Philipsburg.
2?:: U.S. Highway 12 is closed
from Lolo Hot Springs to across th

Idaho border. it
Because of the fire danger, the
National Bison Range in Moiese is
closed to all visitors. The entrance
is locked and all areas of the refuge,
including the visitor center and picnic
area are closed. i o
Midsoul

August 5, 2000 The Missoulian



%"Antelope at play in the Bitterroot?

Rumors mounting about American pronghorn taking residence between Lolo and Florence

By DARYL GADBOW
of the Missoulian

These are longtime Bitterroot Valley folks, old
ranch-family stock, so presumably their judgment,
veracity and eyesight can be trusted.

Still, what they say they saw makes you wonder.

Rumors have been drifting out of the smoke in

'~ the Bitterroot Valley for a week or so about

orted sightings of an antelope - technically an
erican pronghorn - in the ranchland foothills
t of the river, between Lolo and Florence.
“Yeah, my dad said he saw one a couple of
eks ago,” said Colter Schroeder, whose father,
, ranches south of Lolo. “He was up on his
tor bike and saw it a couple of hundred yards
m the house. My cousin, Will, saw it the next
. It's the first antelope my dad’s ever seen
und here.”
Some neighbors of the Schroeders also have
orted seeing the solitary doe antelope in the
Vicinity.

Where it came from nobody knows.

“No one in the department has confirmed
a sighting in the Bitterroot. We don't
doubt it. It just confirms what we ve
always said: ‘Never say never. And never
say always. Wildlife will surprise at any
time.””

- Bill Thomas,
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks

But the door’s wide open for speculation.

Most antelope in Montana live in the eastern
prairies, hundreds of miles away.

Antelope haven’t roamed the Bitterroot Valley
in recent memory, according to Bill Thomas,
information officer for Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks in Missoula.

The antelope population nearest to the
Bitterroot Valley is at the National Bison Range in
Moiese, where the animals are confined within a

sturdy fence, Thomas said. In the past, however,
antelope from the Bison Range have been
transplanted into the wild on the Flathead Indian
Reservation, he said.

“I think some of those tried to return to the
Bison Range,” Thomas said.

The most likely place the animal would have
come from in the wild, he said, is the Deer Lodge
Valley, where a small, isolated herd resides.

“They have been reported, for instance, in the
Drummond area over the years, and even in the
Georgetown Lake area,” Thomas said. “We're
talking about an individual animal or two. No one
in the department has confirmed a sighting in the
Bitterroot. We don’t doubt it. It just confirms what
we've always said: ‘Never say never. And never say
always. Wildlife will surprise at any time." ”

Another possible location the wayward antelope
could have come from is the upper Big Hole Valley.
Antelope range in the Mussigbrod area of the
upper Big Hole, where a large wildfire has been

See ANTELOPE, Page BS

Antelope

Continued

raging for several weeks.

Could the fires have
disoriented the antelope, and
caused it to flee across, or
around the Anaconda Mountain
Range into the Bitterroot?

Thomas doubts that
explanation.

“If an antelope is there,” he
said, “and if it did come from a
natural source, why it moved is

pure speculation. To me, it’s
doubtful that fire would be the
cause. But who knows? There
hasn’t been any fires close to
where the nearest antelope hang
out around Deer Lodge. But
who knows?”

Maybe it’s just one more
oddity of nature in a strange
year that’s seen a number of
exotic birds show up in Montana,
far from their normal home
ranges, buffeted here by freak
winds, or confused by El Nino or
La Nina weather patterns.

Maybe the critter was

August 25, 2000 The Missoulian

bewildered and sent astray by
these extraterrestrial sunsets
we've had of late.

In any case, Thomas said,
FWP has little time in these
hectic days of fire and forest
recreation closures, and hunting
season postponements, to worry
about a lost antelope.

“This sighting is interesting,”
he said. “But it is a very low
priority for us right now.”

Reporter Darvl Gadbow can be
reached at 523-5264 or at
dgadbow@missoulian.com.




FIRES OF 2000

Forest Service retirees gather for national reunion

DARYL
of the Missoulian

Retired U.S. Forest Service
employees from throughout the
nation will gather in Missoula
this week for an activity-filled
reunion.

More than 800 retired
employees of the Forest Service
are registered for their third
national reunion Sept. 4-8 in
Missoula. Even more retirees of
the federal agency are expected
to show up, as well as nearly as
many spouses and guests,
according to reunion organizers.

Planning for the event started
four years ago, after the group’s
last national reunion in Park

‘Like most retiree groups, we value that old esprit de
corps and family feeling we had in the Forest Service.
We battled fire and floods and hurricanes together,

and had a lot of fun.’

- Jim Freeman

. keynote speaker Tuesday

morning at the event’s
headquarters, the Holiday Inn
Parkside. Dombeck also will
present the museum dedication
speech Wednesday. He will be
joined during the week’s
activities by three former Forest
Service chiefs - Jack Ward
Thomas of Missoula, F. Dale

City, Utah, ding to Jim Rob: and R. Max Peterson.
Freeman of Victor, who retired In addition to those

after a 29-year career in the dignitaries, the wife and

Forest Service. daughter of another former

“In our group,” said Freeman,
“we have a few folks who started
their forestry careers in the
Forest Service clear back in the
’30s, with the CCCs. And we've
got some recent retirees in the
’90s. So within our group, we've
got 60-some years of forestry
experience with the Forest
Service.

“Like most retiree groups, we
value that old esprit de corps and
family feeling we had in the
Forest Service. We battled fire
and floods and hurricanes
together, and had a lot of fun.
There will be lots of tales about
when John fell in the creek - that
sort of thing. This is not a
political rally, by the way. It's a
reunion to celebrate the old
traditions of family and esprit de
corps we shared. And it’s a
chance for us to plug in with the
organization again, and make
note of the accomplishments of
the Forest Service over the last
60 years.”

Two of the reunion’s central
events come Wednesday. During
the day, the building site for the

:National Museum of Forest
.Service History will be dedicated.
- That night, there will be a benefit
-dinner for the museum,
“according to Bill Gabriel,

- secretary of the nonprofit

+corporation working to open the
museum.

" Forest Service Chief Mike

- Dombeck will be the reunion’s

Forest Service chief, the late Ed
Cliff, will attend the reunion,
Gabriel said. John McGuire, the
oldest of the retired chiefs, can’t
attend. But he sent a letter with
his regards to the group of
retirees.

Gabriel, a retired wildlife
biologist for the Forest Service
and Bureau of Land
Management, said a handful of
volunteers has been working
feverishly to prepare for the
reunion.

“I'm harried,” he said. “About
200 retired Forest Service
employees in the region have
been called back to fire duty.
There's just a few of us left to do
everything to get ready for this
reunion.”

The hectic fire season in
western Montana isn’t deterring
attendance at the reunion,
according to Gabriel and
Freeman.

“Fires aren’t a problem,
except for those who've been
called back,” he said. “We’ll have
as many as we expected. But the
fires might affect the field trips
we have planned.”

Planned field trip
destinations on Thursday
included the Big Hole and Lost
Trail Pass, the National Bison
Range, the historic Ninemile
Ranger Station, a tour of the
Bitterroot National Forest, the
Rattlesnake Recreation Area
and Gates of the Mountains.

September 4, 2000 The Missoulian

ON CAMPUS

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA !
Outdoor program - Tour through the
National Bison Range, $19 includes
transportation, driver and entrance
fee. Call 243-5172 for more

information.

September 10, 2000 The Missoulian

The fires, many of which are
burning on national forest land,
no doubt will fuel plenty of
spirited conversations among the
former Forest Service employees
at the reunion, Gabriel said.

“I'm sure folks from out of
the region will want to come and
see what's going on,” he said.
“I'm sure they’ll all want to kibitz
about the fires.”

Another highlight of the
reunion will be a talk by author
and historian Steven Ambrose on
Tuesday night.

“The only problem is we don’t
have a place big enough to hold
everybody to see him,” Gabriel
said.

Half of the group will attend
Ambrose’s speech in the Holiday
Inn Parkside’s Ballroom, he said.
The other half will listen to the
talk piped to speakers at the
Doubletree Hotel several blocks
away.

Ongoing activities during the
reunion will include history talks,
slide shows, a Lewis and Clark
trunk show, tours of the Forest
Service’s Aerial Fire Depot and
Smokejumper Visitor Center, the
Northern Forest Fire Lab, the
Historic Museum at Fort
Missoula and the Society of
American Foresters steam
sawmill and logging display
there, and general visiting and
reminiscing.

Gabriel said he and other
members of the National
Museum of Forest Service
History board of directors will be
lobbying hard during the reunion
to drum up interest and financial
support for the museum.

The volunteers in the museum
corporation have been working
for a dozen years to collect and
protect the artifacts of nearly a
century of Forest Service history,
and the interpretation of that
history for the public, Gabriel
said. The corporation has
secured a site for the museum,

just west of the Fire Sciences
Laboratory and the Missoula
Aerial Fire Depot.

Former Forest Service
employees, and some active
agency units, have contributed
large numbers of artifacts and
archives to the museum group,
Gabriel said. But so far, museum
organizers have been forced to
store the material in a
warehouse, while trying to raise
funds for a facility where it can
be exhibited.

Some progress is being made
in development of a museum,
however, said Gabriel.

“We have sort of a Lincoln
Log kit of a historic ranger
station that we got from the
Clearwater National Forest this
spring,” he said. “That building is

going up at the museum site.
We're now putting a roof on it.
We hope to have it enclosed by
next week so we can have an
exhibit in it.”

The exhibit will be similar to
one the group displayed recently
at the Historical Center at Fort
Missoula, Gabriel said.

Missoula is a natural location
for a national Forest Service
reunion and a national museum,
he added.

“This is where the Forest
Service has its roots,” said
Gabriel. “The first of the forest
reserves were here before there
was a Forest Service. And they
became the first national forests,
The first regional office of the
Forest Service was here. So
we've got a lot of history here.”

Reporter Daryl Gadbow can be
reached at 523-5264 or at
dgadbow@missoulian.com.
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2825 Santa Fe Court
Nutcracker Auditions—Sept. 9 at Virginia Wirth Dance Studio

MEET NEW FRIENDS!

Virginia Wirth Dance Studio
Teaching Dance to Children

For Over 15 Years!
Age 2 & up

Pre-Ballet/Jazz * Ballet
Pointe * Tap * Jazz
Musical Theatre * Hip Hop
Sparklettes Jazz Team

Professional Staff
Parent viewing windows
Sprung hardwood floors
* Safe, well-lit parking
* Dancewear Shop M-F 9-6 pm;
Sat. 10-6 pm
[ controlled studios
Bear Gym Program
in new convenient
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Woman killed, daughter
i_niured in highway crash

MOIESE (AP) - A driver
attempting to make a U-turn in
her car on a state highway near
Moiese collided with a pickup
truck, killing the car’s driver and
injuring her daughter,
authorities said.

«Mary Funk, 41, of Charlo,
died at the scene. Her 13-year-
old daughter, Jolynn Funk, was
listed in guarded condition
Wednesday at St. Patrick’s
Hospital in Missoula.

The Highway Patrol said
Tuesday’s collision occurred
when Funk apparently tried to
make a U-turn on state Highway
212 near the National Bison
Range.

.- Her car was struck by a
!passing pickup, which then
scrashed into two cars parked
talong the shoulder. No other
finjuries were reported.

October 5, 2000 The Missoulian

RUBLIC EVENTS

FLATHEAD RESERVATION FISH &
WILDLIFE BOARD, 9:30 a.m.,
National Bison Range, Moiese. Call
Ralph Goode, (406) 883-7905 or
Nancy Schall (406) 675-2700, ext.
1027.
MISSOULA COUNTY PUBLIC
i SCHOOLS, board of trustees’ special
w session to hear grievance, 1:30 p.m.,
Business Building boardroom, 915
South Ave. W.
OCHLE PARTY, 7 p.m., Welcoma
Club, 3100 Clark St.

October 6, 2000 fhe Missoulian
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“Briefs
‘Winter Drive’ opens bison range season

Moiese — The National Bison Range starts its winter season this Saturday, with the opening of
the range’s “Winter Drive,” and new visiting hours.

Friday will be the last day for the public to take the Red Sleep Mountain Drive at the Bison
Range. However, the range will be open daily through the winter, except during extreme
weather.

The Winter Drive, a 10-mile round trip, offers good wildlife watching for elk, deer, pronghorn
and bald eagles along Mission Creek and Alexander Basin. There are always bison in the
Exhibition Pasture just past the picnic area. Other bison should be visible from time to time, as
well as bighorn sheep and mountain goats, from highways 93 and 200. The shorter West Loop
Drive also is an opportunity to see wildlife.

Drives will be open daily from 7 a.m. to dark. The Winter Drive takes about an hour to
complete. The shorter West Loop takes about 15 minutes. The visitor center will be open from
8 a.m. to 4:30 p. m. weekends, but will be closed weekends and holidays for the remainder of the
fall and winter months. No fees are charged during the winter season. Visitors planning trips
during the winter may want to call the Bison Range at 406-644-2211 for current road conditions.

School groups visiting the Bison Range during fall and winter will find that the Winter Drive
provides excellent viewing and allows better access for school buses to wildlife area that are not
available during the summer. Good viewing areas long Mission Creek can now be reached
without having to travel over the steep grades of Red Sleep Mountain. School groups visiting
the Bison Range should pre-register by calling 406-644-2211, extension 207.

For ore information, visit the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service web site at www.fws.gov.”  october
19,2000 The Missoulian

“Briefs

“Bison, wildlife await out-of-state relatives

Along with the migration of the snow geese, the holidays also bring gaggles of relatives to
western Montana in search of kinship, but also the splendors of the last best place.


http://www.fws.gov/

Don’t worry about trying to find time to fit that trip to Glacier between stuffing the turkey and
setting the table. Instead, visit couple of Missoula’s most overlooked scenic and wildlife
opportunities, either the nearby National Bison Range or Ninepipe National Wildlife Refuge.

Both preserves are roughly an hour north of Missoula and promise to offer fun that is distinctly
Montana. The Bison Range has two scenic drives, open daily, except during extreme weather.
The winter Drive is a 10-mile round trip gravel road where visitors can view deer, elk,
pronghorn, bald eagle and some bison. Most of the bison herd, however, can be viewed from
Highway 93, just north of Ravalli. The second scenic drive in the refuge, the shorter West Loop
Drive, also provides opportunities to view various wildlife.

If it is the winged variety of wildlife that visitors seek, then drive north a little further to the
Ninepipe Refuge. Black-capped chickadees, northern flickers and Townsend’s solitaires are
some of the winter bird species to be encountered.

Drives in the Bison Range are open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Visitors may want to call
the Bison Range for current road conditions at 644-2211.” November 16,2000 The Missoulian

A short trip to Flathead Lake offers more than the lake to your out-of-state guests.

Day trip

Flathead Lake

So, you're looking for a day-long trip that'll give those out-of-staters - oh, let’s
say they're from lowa, just for the sake of argument — something to see? Our panel
of judges suggests a trip to Flathead Lake is in order. The added benefit of this, of
course, is that you get to see their expressions when they make that turn on 93
North and come face to face with the Missions: “Those are called mountains.

ere’s no reason to be scared just because you haven’t seen anything like them
before.” The Flathead trip earned 45 votes, and - as it turns out - if you heqd up
that way you can schedule a side trip to the No. 2 attraction, the National Bison
Range (42 votes). Of course, mountains and bison in one day - check it out with
their doctors first. If you decide you'd rather not drive on Highway 93 North, and
we understand, the No. 3 choice here is A Carousel for Missoula, with 28 votes.
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