
 



 

 

January 14, 1996  The Missoulian 



“Beware of Swaney’s bison plan 

Everyone be aware, Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal Council Chairwoman Rhonda 

Swaney has sent a letter to Washington asking that negotiations on the National Bison Range 

begin again as soon as possible, but under conditions, including: No information about the 

negotiations is to be given to the public until after the agreement is signed. 

I am shocked.  Rhonda, we pay the taxes supporting the range – the very same taxes you intend 

to be spending. 

Taxpayers, please call Sen. Conrad Burns (1-800-344-1513) and Sen.  Max Baucus (1-800—

332-6106) about the negotiations and this “condition.” 

Also, few people believe the tribes will keep the current bison range staff on the job after 1997.   

It is bad enough the tribes partake in racial discrimination at all, let alone being allowed to do it 

on nontribal land with federal dollars.  Men and women should not lose their jobs because of the 

color of their skin. 

Also, should the tribal government take over the exhibits completely?  I have heard their current 

version of how the bison range and buffalo were acquired. 

I have newspaper clippings and boos written during the time period, including Michael Pablo’s 

obituary, that tell differently. 

If the tribes are to take on the exhibits, the exhibits should be OK’d by someone outside the tribe 

with an interest in straight facts. – Lisa Morris, Moiese.”    January 24, 1996  The Missoulian 

Speak up about bison range 

Many of us are very concerned about this nation’s budget problems and deficit.  We wouldn’t 

have to make unbearable cuts in much-needed programs, if we would do away with the ones that 

aren’t necessary anymore. 

Example: The National Bison Range is located in our community.  It was established in 1908 by 

the Congress under President Theodore Roosevelt.  It was stocked with bison by donations from 

the American Bison Society and citizens across America.  It now contains a great variety of 

wildlife.  And we are very proud of it and how it has been managed by the U.S. Department of 

Fish & Wildlife Service 

For almost a year now there have been ongoing negotiations between the FWS, under the 

direction of the Secretary of Interior for the Clinton administration o turn management over to 

the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes.   The federal government funds the present 



management and will under tribal management.  These tribes have a history of mismanagement 

in this area. 

There are well over 400 federally recognized and funded Indian reservations in the U. S. In 

Minnesota you’ll find tribal members who receive $50,000 each a month from investments.  For 

the majority, they don’t need federal involvement or funds. 

This isn’t only a local issue.  These types of negotiations are going on in many states now and 

they will effect many parks and refuges. 

Let your representatives know how you feel about these issues now.  Call or write them soon or 

it may be too late.   Thomas and Sandra Shook, Charlo.”   February 5, 1996  The Missoulian 

 

March 10, 1996   The Missoulian 



 

March 12, 1996  The Missoulian 

“Lecture Series,  

“Weed Management on the Bison Range –  

Experiences of a Public Land Manager.” 7:30 .m., Chemistry/Pharmacy Building 109. 

Call Alan Knudsen, Missoula County Weed District, 721-5700, ext. 3287.” March 13, 1996  The 

Missoulian 

 

May 5, 1996   The Missoulian 



 

May 9, 1996  The Missoulian 

 

June 1, 1996   The Missoulian 

 



 



 

July 4, 1996  The Missoulian 



 

July 12, 1996  The Missoulian 



 

July 13, 1996   The Missoulian 

“Entry fees change at National Bison Range 

Moiese- News fees are in effect at the National Bison Range. 

A season pass is $10 and is valid for a year from date of purchase and covers all passengers in a 

vehicle.  The daily pass is $4 per vehicle. 

The Bison Range will continue to accept and sell Golden Passes and federal Waterfowl Stamps.  

The Golden Eagle Pass is $25 and allows entry into most federal areas.  The Golden Age Pass is 

$10 and is available to U. S. citizens over 62 years of age.  It is a lifetime pass.”   August 1, 1996  The 

Missoulian 



 

August 4, 1996  The Missoulian 

“Coming Soon 

Five Valleys Audubon Society, road trip through the National Bison Range with Joe Kipphut, 

Saturday, Aug. 10.  Meet, 7:30 a.m., University of Montana Field House.  Bring lunch.”  August 9, 

1996  The Missoulian 

 

 



 

October 9, 1996  The Missoulian  

 

October 10, 1996  The Missoulian 

 



  



 



  
October 10, 1996  The Missoulian 



 

  

October 10, 1996  The Missoulian 

 

 
October 11, 1996   The Missoulian 

 
October 17, 1996  The Missoulian 

 



 
October 31, 1996  The Missoulian 

 

 

“Forest ‘Frosty’ Largent 
 

Ronan – Forest ‘Frosty’ Largent, 92, passed away Thursday, Nov. 14, at St. Luke Extended Care 

Facility in Ronan of natural causes. 

 

He was born July 26, 1904, in Pullman, Wash., to Louis and Mary Stricker Largent.  He attended 

schools in Colfax, Wash., and Dixon. 

On May 25, 1935, he married Jennie Crane in Polson. 

 

He worked for the U.S. Forest Service at Ninemile Remount and Quartz Ranger Stations, and also 

at the National Bison Range.  He also ranched in the Moiese Valley for several years until his 

retirement in 1966.  After his retirement, he lived in Bigfork for a while, then moved to Ronan. 

 

He was preceded in death by one brother, Roy Largent and three sisters Bertha Byrne, Dena Foy 

and Grace Smith. 

 

Survivors include his wife, Jennie at the family home in Ronan; two sons, Walter Largent of 

Ronan, Jim Largent of Moiese; Richard Largent of Richland, Wash.; Gregory Largent of Greeley, 

Colo.; Kelsey Largent of Missoula; one great-granddaughter, Jessica Largent of Missoula; two 

sisters, Gladys Parrish of Vancouver, Wash., and Esther Zini of Deary, Idaho. 

 

No public services will be held, by the request of the deceased.  A private family gathering will 

be at a later date. 

 

The family suggests visits to an elder or a loved one as memorials. 

 

Arrangements and cremation are under the direction of Shrider’s Mortuary of Ronan.”      November 

16, 1996    The Missoulian 



 

 November 17, 1996  The Missoulian 

 

 

 



 
 

December 16, 1996   The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 



“Bison Range may expand 
 

Moiese – The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wants to buy 29 acres adjacent to the National 

Bison Range. 

 

The land is along the north boundary of the Bison Range: in the SE1/4SW1/4 Section 26, 

Township 10N, Range 21W.  The money would come from the federal Land and Water 

Conservation Fund and would be added as a boundary expansion. 

 

The agency wants to buy the property to decrease trespass, preclude further housing 

development, limit predation by domestic animals and to improve management of the refuge 

boundary. 

 

Comments on the expansion will be accepted through Feb. 1.  Write Bill West, National Bison 

Range, 132  Bison Range Road, Moiese, Mont., 59824.  Or call West at (406) 644-2211.”   January 

16, 1997   The Missoulian 

 

 

 

“Bison Range plan under way 
 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service is writing a comprehensive management plan for the 

National Bison Range Complex. 

 

In the process, refuge managers will identify refuge goals, long range objectives, and strategies 

to carry out the goals and objectives.  The resulting plan will the public a picture of the refuge’s 

future direction. 

 

Issues to be addressed include grassland and wetland management, exotic weeds and public use. 

 

To be placed on the mailing list to receive information about the planning process, write to 

Refuge Manager, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Bison Range, 12 Bison Range Road, 

Moiese, Mont. 59824 or 406-644-2211. 

 

The National Bison Range Complex includes the National Bison Range, Ninepipe National 

Wildlife Refuge, Pablo National Wildlife Refuge, Swan River National Wildlife Refuge, 12 

waterfowl production areas in Lake and Flathead counties, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 

easement program in northwestern Montana.”  Sherry Devlin, Missoulian   January 17, 1997   The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Officials meet today on Bison Range plan by John Stromnes of the Missoulian 

 

Moiese – The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service will meet with invited state, local and tribal 

officials Thursday  morning at the National Bison Range to discuss what should be included in a 

new long-term management plan for the range and associated federally managed public land, 

including Ninepipe, Pablo and Swan River national wildlife refuges and the Northwest Montana 

Wetlands Management District, involving 12 waterfowl protection areas in Lake and Flathead 

counties. 

 

Dave Wiseman, refuge manager, said the comprehensive management planning is distinct from 

the controversial proposal by the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes to assume governance 

of the National Bison Range through a process called “compacting.” 

 

Governance is who does the management.  The plan involves what is to be done,” he said. 

 

The meeting will start at 9:30 at the Bison Range.  It is not a public meeting, in the sense that 

participation of the general public will not be sought.  But interested citizens ho have not been 

specifically invited may attend if there is enough room in the conference center at the range. 

Public participation in the planning process will come later this spring at series of open houses. 

Dates are not yet set. 

 

Wiseman said this will be the first comprehensive management plan to be developed since a 

master plan was approved in 1972.  It will identify refuge goals and plan long-range objectives 

and strategies that will carry out the purposes for which the areas were established.  The plan 

should provide the public with a clear picture of the future management direction of the complex, 

even though governance issues will not be addressed. 

 

Some specific issues which will be discussed includes grassland and wetland management, 

exotic weeds, and public use.”   January 30, 1997   The Missoulian 

 

 

“Susan Inez McCollum 
 

St. Ignatius – Susan Inez McCollum, 64, of St. Ignatius passed away peacefully Monday, Feb. 

17, at her family home in the company of her three children. 

 

She was born Oct. 7, 1932, in Laurel to Victor and Helen Williams.  She and her family moved 

to several locations in Montana and spent some time in Washington and Oregon.  Susan 

graduated from high school in 1950 in St. Ignatius. 

 

In 1951, a daughter, Cherie, was born to Susan and her first husband, Richard Morigeau.  

 



Later Susan worked for several years at the Montauk Café in St. Ignatius where she made many 

friends and first met Bruce McCollum.  On Oct. 30, 1959, she was married to Bruce at the old 

McCollum ranch. 

 

Shortly after her second daughter, Mary, was born in April of 1962, the family moved to Golden, 

Colo., and Bruce attended school in Denver. About a year later they returned to the Mission 

Valley where a son, Will, was born in 1965. 

 

The family ranched in the Mission Valley for many years and during this time, Susan worked 

from 1970 to 1992 at the National Bison Range as a clerk/secretary. 

 

Susan loved to garden.  She always had beautiful flowers in the yard and plants all over her 

house.  She was a loving, patient mother and wife and later had several grandchildren she loved 

to spend time with them. 

 

On Oct. 13, 1991, Susan was baptized as a Jehovah’s Witness.  She gained much strength from 

her Christian brothers and sisters and the faith she found through them and the Bible. 

 

Survivors include two daughters and their husbands, Cherie and Jim Landis of Toledo, Ore., and 

Mary and Joe Read of Ronan; a sonand his wife, Will and Paula McCollum of St. Ignatius; two 

brothers, and their wives, Don and Marina Williams of Arizona and Vic and Joyce of Texas; 

seven grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; several nephews and nieces. 

 

Memorial services will be 11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 20, at Kingdom Hall in St. Ignatius with 

Robert Martinez officiating.  A reception will follow at the St. Ignatius Senior Citizens Center. 

 

The family suggests memorials may be made in Susan’s name to the Missoula County Cancer 

Association, 3005 Queen, Missoula, Mont., 59801, or to a charity of the donor’s choice. 

 

Arrangements are under the direction and care of the Sunset Memorial Funeral Home in 

Missoula.”    February 19, 1997  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Prescribed burning planned on Bison Range 
 

Moiese – The National Bison Range will burn thick underbrush, duff and grass under old-growth 

pine forests on the refuge during April. 

 

Range manager David Wiseman said he is worried about the build-up of fuels in the older 

forests. 

 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Confederated Salish and Kootenai tribal fire management 

staff and the U.S. Forest Service will work together on the burns.  About 480 spread over five 

states are planned for burning. 

 

Visitors taking the 19-mile Red Sleep Mountain Drive this summer will have a chance to see the 

results of the spring fires, Wiseman said.”   Sherry Devlin, Missoulian   March 26, 1997  The Missoulian 

 



 

 
 

 

Cont.  



“Anderson.  “It’s not like just moving animals from one side of a lot to the other.  One  big cow – 

the leader – kept wanting to run back up the hill.  The rest wanted to follow her.  So you try to 

use the leader to your advantage. 

 

“You can watch’em learn as you go along.  They’ll try one thing to get away, and it doesn’t 

work, so they try a new trick.” 

 

FWP regional wildlife manager Harvey Nyberg, who will take charge of the state agency’s 

portion of the elk, said he wasn’t disappointed in the lack of bulls in the group rounded up at the 

Bison Range. 

 

“We don’t like to get a lot of bulls,” said Nyberg.  “We don’t like to get involved with a situation 

that looks like a put-and-take operation.  We like to get a mixed herd, but more cows than bulls. 

 

“We’d take a few more bulls, but I’m very satisfied with this group.” 

 

Nyberg said members of a local chapter of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation had volunteered 

to transport the elk by horse trailer to the Thompson River area. 

 

“They’ve got surplus elk here,” said Nyberg.  “They’ve got to put’em someplace and we’ve got a 

place for ’em.  We’ve got various places, in fact, but there’s so much snow this year our options 

are limited.  You’ve got to be able to get a horse trailer into it.” 

 

Before the elk can leave the Bison Range, Wiseman sad, they must be tested brucellosis and 

tuberculosis.  The tuberculosis test takes three days, so the elk will be held in pens until they are 

moved Saturday. 

 

Neither disease has been a problem with Bison range animals, including bison, Wiseman said. 

 

We haven’t had a positive brucellosis test in over 20 years,” he said. “And we’ve been certified 

brucellosis-free since early ‘80s.” 

 

No further reduction in the Bison Range elk herd are planned this spring, but Wiseman said a 

few more may be removed in the fall.  In fact, the Bison Range might be willing to accept a few 

elk from outside the refuge to improve the genetic diversity of the herd. 

 

“We haven’t seen any signs of inbreeding yet,” said Wiseman.   “But it’s a lot easier to prevent 

than to cure.” 

 

In the meantime, the band of 40 that was rounded up Wednesday will get a few days rest before 

heading off to their new homes.” March 27, 1997  The Missoulian 

 



 
March 31, 1997  The Missoulian 

 

“Explore the world above at Bison Range workshop 
 

Teachers an explore planets, meteors, stars and comets, as well as myths and stories about the 

heavens, at a discovery workshop at the National Bison Range on Saturday, April 26. 

 

The workshop is sponsored by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Participating teachers re 

eligible to receive up to 10 recertification credits. The workshop also will cover cloud formations 

and weather phenomena.  An afternoon field trip will focus on flight patterns and identification 

of birds. An optional evening field trip from 6 to 9 p. m., will cover night flying creatures such as 

bats and owls. 

 

Activities and handouts for teachers to use in classrooms will be resented.  Preregistration is 

required. For more information and registration forms, call Pat Jamieson or Terri Middlemist at 

the National Bison Range, at 406-644-2211.  There is a $10 registration fee.”  April 10, 1997  The 

Missoulian 

 

 

 



 



 
May 3, 1997  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Head to where the birds fly, climb Red Sleep 
 

Moiese – International Migratory Bird Day takes flight at the National Bison Range on Saturday, 

May 10.  

 

As part of the celebration, the Bison Range will open Red Sleep Mountain Drive – a 19-mile, 

one-way gravel tour that climbs 2,000 feet to high point on the range, then descends along steep, 

10 percent-grade hills. 

 

The range will open at 7 a.m. Visitors should start the Red Sleep Mountain excursion by 7 p. m. 

to finish the trip before the range closes at dark. Fees will be charged for the drives. 

 

A bird-watching expedition along Red Sleep Mountain Drive will begin at 8 a.m. on Bird Day.  

An advanced birding hike and beginning bird walk also are planned.  All trips have limited 

space.  Call the Bison Range at 406-644-2211 to register. 

 

At 1 p. m. in the visitor’s center, Dale Becker will give a talk on the reintroduction of trumpeter 

wans in the Mission Valley.  Nineteen birds were released las May at Pablo National Wildlife 

Refuge as part of a plan to establish a population in the valley.  Becker will discuss the 

reintroduction and the probability of the birds’ return this year. 

 

Other activities planned for Migratory Bird Day include an 11 a.m. talk on bluebird habitat and 

houses, talks at noon and 2 p.m. on attracting and feeding birds, and trivia and identification 

contests throughout the day – all at the visitor’s center.”  May 8, 1997   The Missoulian 

 

“Auduboners visit Stone, Freezeout 
 

Five Valleys Audubon Society will sponsor two outings this weekend. 

 

The first: A half-day trip to Stone Container Corp.’s settling ponds to look for migrating shore 

birds.  Larry Weeks will lead the trip.  Meet at Adams Field House at 8 a.m. or at the mill at 8:30 

a.m. 

 

The second: A weekend campout at Freezeout Lake and Pishkin Reservoir led by Joe Regan.   

Reserve a spot by calling 721-164. 

 

Five Valley’s regular monthly meeting is at 7:30 p.m. Monday in Room 307 of the University of 

Montana Botany Building. 

 

The program: A talk by Dave Wiseman, refuge manager at the National Bison Range, Wiseman 

will present a slide program on birding opportunities and activities at the Mission Valley’s 

wildlife refuges. 

 



Wiseman has experience on the staff or as manager at Flint Hills, Marais des Cygne, Tishomingo 

and Sequoia refuges.”   May 8, 1997  The Missoulian 

 

Five Valleys Audubon Society, monthly meeting, 7:30 p.m., Botany Building, Room 307, 

University of Montana campus.  Program: Dave Wiseman, National Bison Range.”  May 12, 1997  The 

Missoulian 

 

“Bison Range ride set for Sunday 
 

Moiese – The Mission Rangers Saddle Clun will sponsor its annual National Bison Range Trail 

Ride Sunday.  The ride begins at 9 a.m. and ends around 4 p.m. 

 

Tickets are $20 each.   Included is a steak lunch served by the St. Ignatius Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 

There is also to be a fund-raising dinner hosted by the St. Ignatius Baseball Program and a dance 

with music by Hot Tamales tonight   

 

Tickets for the Bison Range ride must be purchased by today.  For information call (406) 745-

3024.”  May 17, 1997   The Missoulian 

 

 
May 18, 1997  The Missoulian 

 



“Moiese Bison Range trip for seniors – 
 

Transportation, guides and lunch provided.  Plan on light hiking and photo opportunities.  Meets 

June 24, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For ages 50 and older.  Fee is $35.  Register by June 13.”   June 3, 1997  The 

Missoulian & June 10, 1997   The Missoulian 

 

“Take a Llama trek 
 

Join Tranquility Base Lalamas for a daylong trek to Squaw Peak on Friday, Aug. 1, in a program 

sponsored by the Missoula Parks and Recreation Department. 

 

From the summit, enjoy views of the National Bison Range, Flathead Lake, Mission Mountains 

and Bitterroots.  Lunch is provided.  The registration fee is $37 per person.  The deadline for 

registration is Friday. 

 

Bring snacks, water and a jacket. Wear hiking boots.  Llamas will carry your lunch and gear … 

but not you.  The event is designed for ages 10 and up.  Children ages 7 to 9 may register if 

accompanied by a parent or guardian.  For more information call the Parks and Recreation office 

at 721-PARK.”   July 24, 1997  The Missoulian 



 



 
 

July 27, 1997   The Missoulian 



 

 
August 25, 1997  The Missoulian 

 

“Hit the Bison Range 
 

Moiese – Fall is a great time to visit the National Bison Range to observe deer, elk, pronghorn 

antelope and bison undisturbed by the usual summer crowds. 

 

Starting Tuesday, Sept. 2, the Bison Range will begin its fall hours.  The visitors center will be 

open daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and scenic tours will be open from 7 a.m. until dark.  Visitors 

need to begin the Red Sleep Mountain Drive by 6 p.m. to complete it befo0re the main gate closes 

at dark. The 19-mile, one-way road takes about 90 minutes to two hours to drive.  The shorter 

Buffalo Prairie Drive takes about 20 to 30 minutes.  There is a $4 fee per vehicle.  A Bison Range 

season pass is $10. 

 

For more information, call 406-644-2211.”   August 28, 1997   The Missoulian 

 



 
October 2, 1997  The Missoulian 



 



 
October 9, 1997  The Missoulian 

 



 
October 19, 1997   The Great Falls Tribune 

 



 



 

 
 

October 19, 1997 The Montana Standard (Butte, Montana) 

 

“Visitors can still roam at National Bison Range 

 

Moiese – There’s still room for visitors on the range the National Bison Range – although hours 

and drives are limited during the winter. 

 

The Bison Range switched to winter hours this week, 

 

The Winter Drive is open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., covering 10 miles round trip along 

Mission Creek and in Alexander Basin.   

 

Also open is the shorter West LoopFrive. 

 

The Visitors Center is only open weekdays and only from 8 a.m. and to 4:30 p.m. 

 

The range is open all winter, except during the most extreme weather.   Call 406-644-2211 for 

road conditions.”     October 30, 1997   The Missoulian 

 

 



 
 

 

 
November 18, 1997   The Missoulian 



Bison Range is open 
 

Moiese – You can take a break from holiday shopping – or shop – this month at the National 

Bison Range. 

 

Scenic drives at the range are open daily, except during extreme weather. The Winter Drive is a 

10-mile round trip on a gravel road and offers views of deer, elk, pronghorn and bald eagles 

along Mission Creek and in Alexander Basin.  The shorter West Loop Drive also may have deer, 

pronghorn or other wildlife. 

 

Drives are open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. 

 

And the range will sell all its books, postcards and posters for 25 percent off during December.  

The visitors center is open weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., but is closed on weekends and 

will be closed Christmas Day. 

 

For currant road conditions at the range, call 406-644-2211.”  December 4, 1997  The Missoulian 

 

“Saint Johnswort 

 

Medicinal plant stirs up emotions by John Stromnes of the Missoulian 

 
Plains – A meeting Wednesday might provoke a weed fight between those who say Saint Johnswort is a beneficial medicinal plant with immense 

healing powers and those who say it is one of Montana’s most dangerous and nasty weeds. 

 

The truth is, both supporters and detractors may be right.  The question for the Sanders County Weed Board is whether it can be both weed and 

cash crop in the county.  A local farmer, Delbert Herschbach of Herschbach Farms, has asked the couty weed board for permission to grow it, 

under strictly controlled conditions. 

 

Brian Dreisbach, vice chairman of the weed board, said Thursday that public comment on Herschbach’s proposal so divided Wednesday’s 

meeting in Plains that the board has decided to continue taking additional written comment through Jan. 30. 

 

“Then we’ll meet Feb. 3 as a board to discuss it, and may make a decision” on Herschbach’s request, he said. 

 

He said the meeting was attended by about 50 people, “which is huge, for the weed board meeting.  We usually have the weed board members 

show up and nobody else.” 

 

Governmental agencies, including surrounding counties of Flathead and Lake and Lincoln, plus several eastern Montana counties, sent letters 

opposing the proposal.  The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes and the National Bison Range at Moiese also oppose allowing Saint 

Johnswort to be cultivated legally in Sanders County, Dreisbach said. 

 

But several local farmers are intrigued by the idea, because of the high yields the crop might bring, and a contingent of Missoulians who support 

the use of the herb as a natural medicinal plant also came to the meeting to voice support. 

 

Saint Johnswort has been on the state’s list of poisonous noxious weeds for many years.  It is toxic when ingested by light-skinned animals, and 

spreads by runners and seeds, in some cases driving out native plants.   The Bison Range has the worst infestation in the state, but is slowly 

bringing it under control, weed officials say. 

 

 

Demand for Saint Johnswort has soared in recent months, after studies were reported by the national media that it is a medically effective 

nonprescription treatment for depression, replacing Prozac, Zoloft and numerous other antidepressant prescription drugs at less cost, and with 

fewer side effects. 

 



Many county officials want the state to decided on a uniform approach to allow cultivation, or to direct counties not to allow cultivation under any 

circumstances. 

But state officials insist it is a local decision, to be made y each county on a case-by-case basis.  State law provided that local weed boards must 

exercise this authority, state officials say. 

The Montana Weed Control Association’s annual meeting is Jan. 13-15 in Butte, and it is certain to be a big topic of discussion there, Dreisbach 

said. 

The time and meeting place of the Sanders County Weed Board’s meeting on Feb. 3 has not yet been announced, bit it will likely be in the Plains 

High School at 7 p.m. – the same place and date of Wednesday’s weed board meeting.” 

[Sidebar] “Written comments on the plan to cultivate Saint Johnswort may be addressed to County Extension Agent John Halpop, Sanders 

County Courthouse, P.O. Box 187, Thompson Falls, Mont. 59873.”  January 9, 1998   The Missoulian  

“Roundup 

Bison Range meeting today 

An open house to collect public comments on the preparation of a comprehensive conservation 

plan for the National Bison Range Complex will be held today in Missoula from 3 to 8 p.m. at 

the Boone and Crockett headquarters, 250 Station Drive. 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service has scheduled the open house to provide an opportunity for 

people to ask questions and share information concerning how the National Bison Range 

Complex will be managed in the future. 

The complex includes the National Bison Range at Moiese, Ninepipe, Pablo and Swan River 

national wildlife refuges, 12 Waterfowl Production Areas in Lake and Flathead counties, and the 

Conservation Easement Program in northwestern Montana. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service has scheduled two more open houses in western Montana to 

discuss the conversation plan.  The next meeting will be held Friday, Jan. 23, from 3 to 8 p.m. at 

the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks office in Kalispell, at 490 N. Meridian 

Road.  The third meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 27, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Ronan 

Community Center, 300 3rd Ave.  NW.”   January 21, 1998  The Missoulian 

“Learn about Bison Range Plan 

Moiese – Three open houses to gather public input on preparation of a comprehensive plan for 

the National Bison Range complex are scheduled by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The first open house was held Wednesday night in Missoula.  The second meeting is Friday from 

3 to 8 p.m. at the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Region 1 office in Kalispell, 

490 N. Meridian Road.  The third meeting is scheduled Tuesday, Jan. 27, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

at the Community Center in Ronan, 300 Third Ave., NW. 

The process of preparing the management plan for the National Bison Range is in the early 

stages.  The open houses are intended to provide an opportunity for people living in the area and 

others to ask questions and share information about how the National Bison Range will be 

managed in the future. 



Some areas that will be covered in the plan include noxious weed control, cattle grazing on 

Ninepipe and Pablo national wildlife refuges, the threshold for public use at the bison range, land 

acquisition and conservation easement program, photographer access, cultural representation at 

the bison range visitors’ center, and interior fences on the range. 

Comments on those and other issues can be offered at open houses or may be submitted in 

writing to the National Bison Range, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese, Mont., 59824, or by 

calling 406-644-2211 to schedule an appointment for further discussion.   Individuals also may 

comment or ask questions about the project at Lost Trail Ranch, west of Kalispell. 

 

The complex includes the National Bison Range; Ninepipe, Pablo and Swan River national 

wildlife refuges; 12 waterfowl production areas in Lake and Flathead counties; and the 

Conservation Easement Program in northwestern Montana.”   January 22, 1998  The Missoulian 

 



 



 

 
 

January 29, 1998 The Missoulian 



“Ninepipe-easement plan ready for public comment 

 
Moiese- The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service is accepting public comments on its proposal to expand 

acquisition of conservation easements to protect wildlife habitat surrounding Ninepipe National 

Wildlife Refuge.   

 

The agency has purchased approximately 4,000 acres of these easements since 1993 using 

money from the sales of federal Duck Stamps.  Those funds are limited and can only be spent on 

areas with significant wetands. 

 

To expand the easement program, money from the Land and Water Conservation Fund would be 

used to purchase easements on lands that did not have enough wetlands to qualify for Duck 

Stamp funds, but which have high wildlife value.  These easements would include important 

upland areas near wetlands, stream corridors, lands between or adjacent to current wildlife 

management lands, and lands that could help protect grizzly bears. 

 

An environmental assessment of the easement of the easement program is available at the 

National Bison Range, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese, Mont., 59824, or by calling 406-644-

2211.”   January 29, 1998   The Missoulian 

 

“Waterfowl plan should be approved 
 

We appreciate Sam Reynolds’ concern for what Montana Power Co., the Confederated Salish 

and Kootenai Tribes and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service have planned for mitigating past and 

future damage to public property, namely the Flathead Waterfowl Production Area.  The 

settlement agreement which Reynolds referenced in his letter to the editor (Feb. 10 Missoulian) 

is the result of nearly 15 years of negotiations between the FWS, Montana Power and the tribes.  

The agreement addresses mitigation of habitat and wildlife losses on the Waterfowl Production 

Area on the north shore of Flathead Lake attributed to operations of Kerr Dam. 

 

Original proposals for the erosion control project suggested “off-shore” revetments to prevent 

further erosion. However, the settlement agreement specifically calls for a “shore-aligned” 

erosion control structure.  This revetment will consist of a low-profile dike built into and along 

the shoreline.  I say along because in one area the revetment will be constructed to create a 37-

acre wetland between the shore-aligned revetment and an existing inlet.  Off-shore revetment 

structures are no longer a consideration. 

 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission order directs the licensees (Montana Power Co. and 

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes) to construct “shore-aligned” revetments to prevent 

further erosion of the Waterfowl Production Area.  These erosion-control revetments will be 

constructed on the lake’s existing north shoreline, extending approximately 4,300 feet east and 

west of the mouth of the Flathead River.  The west-side revetment will traverse an existing inlet, 

which will create a 37-acre wetland area to provide waterfowl and other migratory bird habitat. 



 

Reynolds’ suggestion that 100 percent of the revetment be built on the existing shoreline would 

result in a more expensive structure than planned and provide less wildlife habitat.  We hope the 

public will agree the plan is in the public’s interest, will stop further degradation of public 

property and provide the most economical opportunity to enhance the lands that remain.”  David 

Wiseman, project leader, National Bison Range Complex, 132 Bison Range Road, Moiese    
February 23, 1998  The Missoulian 

 

“Bison Range celebration 
 

Moiese – It’s 90 days and counting until the National Bison Range’s 90th birthday and the 

celebration is under way. 

 

President Theodore Roosevelt established the refuge on May 23, 1908, as “a permanent national 

bison range” for the nation.  The mission: “To provide a representative herd of bison, or buffalo, 

under reasonably natural conditions, to help ensure the preservation of the species for continued 

public benefit and enjoyment.” 

 

During its 90-day birthday fete, the Bison Range will recognize the vision of Michel Pablo, 

Charles Allard and William Hornaday, through whose effort’s bison were saved from extinction.  

Talks, hikes, displays, demonstrations, contests and giveaways are planned.”  February 26, 1998   The 

Missoulian 
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“Bison Range drive open for the season 
 

Moiese – The National Bison Range’s Red Sleep Mountain Drive is open for the summer season. 

 

The Red Sleep Mountain Drive is a 19-mile, one-way gravel road that climbs 2,000 feet, and 

takes about two hours to complete. Visitors need to start this drive no later than 6 p.m. to finish 

the loop before the main gate closes at dark.  Trailers and other towed units are not allowed on 

the drive.   They can be left at the visitor’s center parking lot. 

 

The shorter, graveled West Loop and Prairie drives are open for trailers and large buses and 

motor homes.  These drives offer views of bison, elk, deer and pronghorn and take about 30 

minutes.  The graveled roads are not open to motorcycle or bicycles. 

 

The main gate opens daily at 7 a.m. and closes at dark.  The visitors’ center is open daily.   Hours 

vary until after Memorial Day.  A $4 per car fee is charged for the drives.  A Bison Range season 

pass is available for $10.  For more information, call 406-644-2211.”   May 14, 1998 The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 
 

May 15, 1998  The Missoulian 



 



 
 

May 21, 1998  The Missoulian 

 

 



 
May 26, 1998  The Missoulian 



 

 

“Resource organization meeting Saturday 
 

Charlo – This year’s Flathead Resource Organization membership meeting will be Saturday from 

2 to 5 p.m. at the National Bison Range at Moiese. 

 

It is a potluck event. 

 

FRO is a conservation-oriented group on the Flathead Reservation with 20-year track record of 

environmental advocacy. 

 

“Please bring a dish of your choosing, and bring a lawn chair!  Families are welcome Bring 

Frisbees and games for kids,” said Tom Smith, FRO executive director. 

 

Several prominent speakers have been invited to make presentations, inckuding Joe McDonald, 

president of Salish Kootenai College and president of FRO’s Board of Directors; Tony Incashola 

of the Salish Cultural Committee in St. Ignatius; Jerry Roselip and Kathy Schmidt of the Mission 

Valley Preservation Alliance; Joann Bigcrane, preservation officer of the Confederated Salish 

and Kootenai Tribes: Virgil Dupuis, SKC Extension Service agent, and Michael Kennedy, 

Missoula County commissioner from Missoula. 

 

No reservations are required, but for mor information, call FRO at 644-2511.”   John Stromnes, 

Missoulian  May 29, 1998  The Missoulian 

 

 

“Bison Range visitors’ center hours expanded 
 

Moiese – The visitors’ center at the National Bison Range is now open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily for 

the summer. 

 

The center is the best place to start a visit to the range. Personnel are available to answer 

questions and give wildlife viewing tips.  A free map and field guide are available.  Displays 

cover the natural history of bison as well as the history of the slaughter and recovery of bison 

populations.  A 12-minute video is shown on request. There’s also a bookstore, with a variety of 

books, maps and posters for sale. 

 

A $4 fee is charged for the scenic drives.  Visitors arriving before 8 a.m. may go on the scenic 

drives and pay the fee on the way out.  The main gate opens at 7 a.m. and is locked at dark.  

Visitors must start the Red Sleep Mountain Drive by 7 p.m. to have enough time to finish before 

the main gate closes. 

 

For more information, call the National Bison Range at 406-644-2211.”  June 25, 1998  The Missoulian 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

July 4, 1998  The Missoulian 

 



 
 

July 4, 1998  The Montana Standard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
July 23, 1998  The Missoulian 

 

 
 

July 25, 1998  The Missoulian 

 

 



 



 
July 28, 1998   The Missoulian 

 

“National Bison Range switches to fall hours 
 

Moiese – Fall’s coming to the National Bison Range, and with it a change in park hours. 

 

Beginning Saturday, Sept. 5, the visitors’ center will be open weekdays from 8 a.m. o 5 p.m. and 

on weekends from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  The cenic drives will be open from 7 a.m. until dark. 

 

Visitors should begin the Red Sleep Mountain Drive by p. m. to finish before the main gate 

closes.  The 19-mile, one-way gravel road takes 90 minutes to two hours to drive.  The Buffalo 

Prairie Drive takes 20 to 30 minutes. 

 

There is a $4 per vehicle charge for use of the scenic drives, payable at the visitors’ center.  A 

season pass to the Bison Range is $10. 

 

Remember that Red Sleep Mountain Drive will close for about a week near the end of September 

or beginning of October while the bison herd is moved.  Visitors’ center hours also may be 

different at that time.  The scenic drive closes for the winter on Oct. 13. 

 

Questions?  Call 406-644-2211.”      August 27, 1998   The Missoulian 

 

 

“Bison Range hours changing 
 

Moiese – Hours are changing at the National Bison Range, but the gates will remain open 

throughout the winter. 

 



Beginning Tuesday, drives on the range will be open from 7 a.m. until dark. The Winter Drive 

takes about an hour to complete.  The shorter West Loop Drive lies behind the Visitor Center and 

takes about 15 minutes. 

 

The Visitor Center is open weekdays only, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  It is closed weekends and 

holidays through the fall and winter months.  No fees are charged during the winter. 

 

The 10-mile round-trip Winter Drive offers views of deer, elk, pronghorn and bald eagle along 

Mission Creek and in Alexander Basin.  There are always bison in the exhibition pasture just 

past the picnic areas, and other bison should be visible along Highways 3 and 200. 

 

Visitors planning trips to the Bison Range during colder weather may want to call first for 

current road conditions.  The number is 406-644-2211.”   Missoulian      October 8, 1998  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Briefs 
 

Take a holiday drive on the National Bison Range 

 

Moiese – Need a place to take all that company coming for Thanksgiving and Christmas? The 

National Bison Range says, “Come on up.” 

 

The Bison Range’s scenic drives are open daily, except during extremely harsh weather.  The 

Winter Drive is a 10-mile round trip on gravel road.  Likely seen are deer, elk, pronghorn and 

bald eagle along Mission Creek and n Alexander Basin. 

 

A small group of bison is always on display in the exhibition pasture just past the picnic area.  In 

winter, most of the bison herd can be seen on the south side of the range along Highway 93 north 

of Ravalli. 

 

The shorter West Loop Drive also offers views of deer, pronghorn and other wildlife.  Range 

managers suggest that visitors allow about an hour for he drives, so they can go slow enough to 

spot and enjoy wildlife and scenery. 

 

Drives are open daily from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Visitors may want to call Bison Range for current 

road conditions. The number is 406-644-2211. 

 

In nicer weather, visitors often walk along the nature trail in the picnic area.  The one-mile 

accessible trail is a good place to see winter birds, including black-capped chickadees, northern 

flickers and Townsend’s solitaires. 

 

Birders also should spend a little extra time and drive north on Highway 212 to Ninepipe 

National Wildlife Refuge.  There are geese and other waterfowl on open water in the reservoir, 

ring-necked pheasants and bald eagles on and above the ground. 

 

Remember that walking away from vehicles is prohibited on national wildlife refuges, except in 

designated areas. 

 

The visitors center and bookstore at the Bison Range are open weekdays only from 8 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m.  Beginning Dec. 1, all books, postcards and poster will be 25 percent off.  The visitors 

center is closed weekends and holidays, and also will be closed the day after Thanksgiving.”   
November 19, 1998  The Missoulian 
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November 26, 1998  The Missoulian 
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“Frank B. Groom 
 

Missoula – Frank B. Groom one of the last of the old cowboys, died Dec. 28, 1998, in Missoula 

of natural causes. 

 

Frank was born in [ December 2] 1902 in Grant City, [Worth Co.] Mo., the first son of Virginia 

Lee and William “Bud” Groom.  Jenny Lee and Bud, both widowed single parents when they 

married, brought a large blended family to the marriage and Frank, his brother Emmett and his 

sister Edrie were the children of the new marriage. 

 

The Groom family moved from Missouri to Oklahoma by wagon when Frank was 2 years old.  

Frank and Emmett left Oklahoma for Montana during the Great Depression.  Frank worked at the 

National Bison Range, supervising CCC crews in the building of some of the original fence line 

around the Bison Range.   Frank married Verda King in 1945, and they worked at several cattle 

ranches before settling in the Polson Area. 

 

Frank began working for the Teel Hereford Ranch on the south shore of Flathead Lake in 1950, 

and he worked there until his retirement in the ‘60’s.  He spent a year or two with the Pablo 

Irrigation District in the ‘50’s.   Following his retirement, Frank found he didn’t enjoy life much 

without being around stock, so he worked into the 1970s on a part-time basis for the Dupuis 

brothers’ Mud Creek Ranch near Pablo. 

 

Frank and Verda retired in Pablo.  Verda preceded him in death in 1977 as did his parents and all 

20 of his siblings. 

 

Frank is survived by his son Robert and wife, Sharon, of Pine Bluffs, Wyo., his daughter Mary 

Groom Hall and husband, Lionel, of Missoula; grandchildren Robert, Paul, James, Emmett and 

Vicki Groom of Pine Bluffs, and Daryk and Jeremy Hall of Missoula; three stepdaughters, Shelia 

Peterson and Zelda Poulson of Missoula, and Colleen Harrison of Boerne, Texas; and numerous 

nieces and nephews. 

 

Frank could break a horse, stack hay, still ‘shine, call a square dance and spin a yarn with the 

best of them.  He lived a long, full life and left a legacy of stories of the progress of the 20th   the 

West.”    January 5, 1999   The Missoulian;  https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LVLT-Z6T/frank-b-groom-02-1998 [this says 29 Dec.] [In 

1931 he married Minnie Belle Pauls.] 

 

“Stanley Driscoll 

Charlo – Stanley Driscoll, 84, of Charlo died Feb. 17, 1999, as the result of an auto accident. 

Stan was born Dec. 17, 1914, the fourth child of Jeremiah Driscoll and Katherine Sullivan. 

He was preceded by his parents and a brother, Lawrence.  His wife, Anne, also died in the 

accident. 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LVLT-Z6T/frank-b-groom-02-1998


He is survived by his children, Joann (John) of Cordova, Alaska, Daniel (Carole) of Spokane, 

Michael (Mary) of Kenai, Alaska, Thomas (Jo) of Kent, Wash., Elaine (Steve) of Hong Kong, 

Tim and Leo, both of Charlo, and Laura of Missoula; 10 grandchildren, Lori, Reland, Gwynn, 

Chris, Erin, Blythe, Mike, Cindy, Rachel and Emmerett; five great-grandchildren; brothers John 

of Shawnee Mission, Kan., and Jim (Inez) of Billings; sisters Mary of Portland, Ore., Katherine 

of San Francisco, Irene of San Francisco, Alice of San Francisco and Geraldine of Issaquah, 

Wash.; a sister-in-law, Anne of Bozeman; numerous nieces and nephews, and a special nephew, 

Joe Tejeda of Visalia, Calif. 

Stanley worked for the National Bison Range, then as a pipefitter in the Kaiser Shipyards inn 

Vancouver, Wash., during World War II.  Upon returning to Charlo, he farmed in the Charlo 

community for over 50 years. 

He enjoyed horseback riding, playing pinochle and visiting with his many friends. 

The rosary will be held at the Mission Valley Funeral Chapel in St. Ignatius on Sunday, Feb. 21, 

at 7 p.m.   Graveside services will take place at 10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 22, at the St. Ignatius 

Catholic Cemetery with Mass following at 11 a.m. at the St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Charlo. 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorials may be sent to the D’Aste Women’s Club 

or the Charlo Senior Citizen’s Center.”    February 20, 1999  The Missoulian 

 

“Teachers can discover Bison Range habitats 

Moiese – a two-day “Discover Workshop” for teachers to explore the Palouse prairie and 

wetland at the National Bison Range will be held Friday and Saturday, April 23 and 24. 

Teachers who participate will be eligible for 9 to 12 Office of Public Instruction recertification 

units.  The highlight of the workshop will be on Saturday, April 24, when the group will explore 

two trails near the Bison Range visitor center to learn about the special habitats, plants and 

animals of the Palouse prairie and wetlands. 

There will be an optional three-hour evening session on Friday, April 23, for teachers who wish 

to participate in the Leopold Education Project, an interdisciplinary educational curriculum based 

on the classic writings of the renowned conservationist Aldo Leopold.  The curriculum was 

developed to teach the public about humanity’s ties to the natural world, and to provide 

leadership in the effort to conserve and protect the earth’s natural resources. 

Participants can sign up for either or both sessions, but preregistration is required.  For 

information and registration forms, contact Pat Jamieson at the National Bison Range, at 406-

644-2211.  There is a $10 registration fee.  Anyone is welcome to attend the workshop, but 

priority will be given to educators.”    March 18, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

 

 



“Dean E. Stipe 

Moiese – Dean E. Stipe, 69, of Moiese, passed away Saturday, March 27, 1999, at St. Patrick 

Hospital in Missoula of natural causes. 

Dean was born Feb. 17, 1930, in Stanley, N.D., to Stanley E. and Hazel Grace Curry Stipe. 

On Sept. 9, 1950, he married Darlene Maul in Ronan.  Their son Earl was born April 22, 1952, in 

Anaconda.  Darlene died on Jan. 29, 1968, in Ronan. 

Dean Gaylia May Siggard were married Oct. 10, 1970, in Ronan. 

Dean worked at the Hungry Horse Dam, Anaconda smelter and National Bison Range, and 

farmed in the Moiese Valley.  He served on many Lake County boards and was a member of the 

Pablo Nazarene Church. 

He is survived by his wife May; son Earl; May’s children, Marjorie James, Rick Smith and Linda 

Woolsey; grandchildren Shawn Stipe, Tiffany Stipe, Clint and Allen Stipe, Nathan, Tyler and 

Luke Smithy, Phillip Crawford and Bradley and Maria James; great-grandchildren Amber James, 

Kristian and Ryan Stipe; brother Dick Stipe; and sister Vivian Coleman. 

He was preceded in death by his sister Fern Munson and brother Harold Stipe. 

Friends may pay their respects 3-8 p.m. Monday, March 29, at Shrider’s Mortuary in Ronan. 

Funeral services will be 1 p.m. Tuesday, March 30, at the Ronan Christian Missionary Alliance 

Church with the Rev. James Perry officiating.  Burial will follow at Calvary Cemetery. 

The family suggests memorials to the Gideons or a charity of the donor’s choice.”    March 29, 1999   

The Missoulian 

“Mission Rangers ride the National Bison Range May 16 

St. Ignatius – The Mission Rangers Saddle Club will hold its 1999 National Bison Range Trail 

Ride on Sunday, May 16. 

 

This historic and scenic ride is the only trail ride allowed on the National Bison Range near 

Moiese. 

 

The ride begins at 9 a.m. sharp and ends around 3 to 4 p.m., with lunch served at High Point by 

the St. Ignatius Chamber of Commerce. This year, the lunch will be barbecued beef, baked 

potato, salad, dessert band a beverage.  Tickets cost $20 each, and are limited to 300 experienced 

riders, on a first-come, first-served basis.   The ticket sale begins today.  Call 406-745-3024 for 

tickets. 

 

Other highlights of the ride include a fund-raising dinner and a dance Saturday night, May 15, at 

the camp area south of Moiese.  The St. Ignatius Baseball Program will offer spaghetti with 

buffalo burger meatballs, salads, beverage and dessert for $5 per person.  The Missoula band, 



Cash for Junkers, will perform for the outdoor dance.”  Complied by Daryl Gadbow, Missoulian   

April 8, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

 

 

“Field Trips 
 

The Montana Natural History Center is sponsoring several field trips in conjunction with this 

year’s International Wildlife Film Festival. 

 

Here is this week’s schedule: 

 

Monday – Charles Jonkel, bear biologist and founder of the film festival, will guise a trip to the 

Seeley Lake area in search of grizzly, elk and other species while learning about the greater Bob 

Marshall Wilderness Area. 

 

Thursday- Wildlife biologist Milo Burcham will lead a tour through the National Bison Range at 

Moiese, one of the last remaining uncultivated short grass prairies and home to bison, pronghorn 

antelope and other animals. 

 

Saturday – Burcham will guide a visit to Glacier National Park. 

 

For more information about these programs and costs, call the Montana Natural History Center 

at 327-0405.”   John Stucke, Missoulian    April 18, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

“National Bison Range route opens May 8 
 

Moiese – In celebration of Migratory Bird Day, the National Bison Range will open its Red 

Sleep Mountain Drive on Saturday, May 8. 

 

Established by the Partners in Flight Program, International Bird Day, is designed to increase 

awareness of all migratory birds (including songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds, and raptors) and 

publicizes conservation efforts on their behalf. 

 

The Bison Range’s Red Sleep Mountain Drive is a 19-mile, one-way gravel road that climbs 

2,000 feet to the high point of the Bison Range and then descends along steep foothills.  The 

Bison Range will be open at 7 a.m. May 8.  Visitors will need to start the drive by 6 p.m. to 

complete the trip before the Bison Range closes at dark.  Fees are changed for the drive. 

 

A variety of bird-related activities are planned for May 8 at the Bison Range. An advanced 

birding hike, a beginning bird walk and a bird-watching caravan over Red Sleep Mountain Drive 

are planned.  The trips have limited space, so preregistration is required.  Call the Bison Range at 

406-644-2211 to register.  There will also be a talk about bluebird habitat and houses, a 

discussion of backyard bird feeding, giveaways, contests, coloring pages, a book sale and a 

variety of other events.  Complied by Daryl Gadbow,  Missoulian.”  April 29, 1999 The Missoulian 



 

“Bison Range scenic drive opens  
 

Moiese – The National Bison Range will open the 19-mile Red Sleep Mountain Drive for the 

summer season Thursday, May 8. 

 

The shorter, graveled West Loop and Prairie drives are now open, and offer views of bison, elk, 

deer and pronghorns, and take about 30 minutes.  The Red Sleep Mountain Drive, which is 

closed to trailers, takes about two hours.  Visitors need to start this drive no later than 6 p.m. to 

complete the loop before the main gate closes at dark.  The gate opens daily at 7 a.m.  Morning 

and evening hours offer the best wildlife viewing.  The visitors center is open daily. 

 

A $4 per car fee is charged for the use of the drives.   There is no charge or the picnic and day-

use areas or for educational groups.  There is a Bison Range season pass available for $10.  The 

Golden Passes and the Federal Waterfowl Stamp are accepted for admission and are available at 

the visitors center. 

 

All Golden Passes admit the bearer and all occupants of the vehicle to most federal areas that 

charge entrance fees.  The Golden Pass is $50 and is good for one year from the date of 

purchase.  The Golden Age Pass for U.S. citizens 62 years of age or older has a one-time $10 

fee, and is a lifetime pass. 

 

For more information about Bison Range hours or activities, call 406-644-2211.”  May 6, 1999 The 

Missoulian 

 

“Mission Rangers Saddle Club, 
1999 National Bison Range Trail Ride,  

Sunday, May 16. For details, call 745-3024.  Ticket sales begin today.”  May 6, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

“Bison Range celebrates with birthday bash 
 

Moiese – Help celebrate the 91st birthday of the National Bison Range this Sunday. 

 

To celebrate, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service plans a variety of activities at the Bison Range, 

including inviting the public to visit for free.  Cookies and lemonade will be available at the 

visitors center after 11 a.m.  Posters and coloring pages for children will be given away.  Three 

larger-than-life inflatable bison sculptures, made by area artists Sheryl Haler and Tim Rumage of 

Bigfork, will be on display from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the visitors center. 

 

President Theodore Roosevelt established on May 23, 1908, as a permanent national bison range 

for all to enjoy. 

 

The main gate will be open by 7 a.m. and remains open until 9:30 p.m.”   May 20, 1999  The Missoulian 

 



 
May 24, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

 

 



 
 

May 24, 1999  The Independent Record (Helena, Montana) 

 



 
 



 
 

June 8, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

“Briefs 

Stockgrowers hold annual meeting in Kalispell 
 

Kalispell – The annual rancher round-up will bring more than 300 Montana cowboys to Kalispell this week, where they parley a bit on issues 

from cattle country. 

The Montana’s Stockgrowers Association’s mid-year meeting saddles up Thursday and rides into the weekend  

 



 
June 9, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

 
June 10, 1999  The Missoulian 

 

 



 
 



 
 

July 8, 1999  The Missoulian 

 

 

 



“Coming Soon 
 

Audubon trip to Bison Range, led by Terry Toppings, Sunday, July 11.  Meet at University of 

Montana Field House parking lot, 8 a.m.”  July 10, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

“Bison Range hit by thieves, poachers 
 

The headquarters of the National Bison Range was burglarized Tuesday, July 6, sometime 

between 3:30 and 4 a.m.  The burglars stole display items rom the theater and a cash register 

with an undisclosed amount of money from the Visitor Center. 

 

The display items included an elk antler and a white-tail deer buck skull with a distinctive antler 

disfigurement from underneath the right eye. 

 

In addition, the National Bison Range requests any information on two white-tailed deer bucks 

that were illegally shot, decapitated, and the carcasses left to spoil on the north side of the refuge.  

The suspects are believed to have used Curlew Road for access to the refuge. 

 

If you have any information regarding these incidents, contact Lake County Crimestoppers, 883-

7309 or 1-888-883-7309.  Missoulian”   July 17, 1999  The Missoulian 



 
July 29, 1999 The Independent Record (Helena) 

 



 
August 25, 1999  The Missoulian 

 

 

“Thelma Lenore Henry 
 

Ronan – Thelma Lenore Henry, 91, of Ronan passed away at her home in Ronan on Tuesday, 

Sept. 14 of natural causes. 

 

Thelma was born Sept. 12, 1908, in Battle Creek, Mich., the daughter of Ben C. and Rose 

(Luedders) Payne.  She attended public schools and college and graduated school in Michigan.  

On Sept. 12, 1932, she married Cordia J. Henry in Battle Creek.  They moved to Montana in 

1958 when her husband became director of the National Bison Range. 

 

Thelma was a homemaker and served as a hostess to the many dignitaries from foreign countries 

and the U. s. who visited the Bison Range.  She was a member of United Methodist Church in 

Ronan and was a pianist and choir director at Charlo United Methodist Church for many years. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband and bother.  Survivors include a niece, Lois Burdi of 

Longview, Wash.; a nephew Larry Payne of Sturgis, Mich. 

 

Memorial services will be 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 1, at Charo United Methodist Church.  

Memorials may be made to Charlo United Methodist or to Ronan United Methodist Church. 

 

Funeral arrangements and cremation are under the direction of Shrider’s Mortuary, Ronan.”    

September 1, 1999 The Missoulian 

 



“Christian Singles, potluck picnic at Moiese Bison Range.  Meet, 2 p.m. Kmart parking lot to 

carpool.  Bring a dish and beverages to share. Call Ruth, 728-3637.”  September 5, 1999   The Missoulian 

 

 
 

September 16, 1999  The Missoulian 

 



 
 

September 1, 1999  The Missoulian 

 

“Baucus aide to hear concerns 
 

Polson – A representative of Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mon., will be in Ronan and St. Ignatius on 

Monday to respond to constituents concerns. 

 

Rebecca Manna, field director from the senator’s  Kalispell office, will be available in the St. 

Ignatius Public Library o First Avenue from 2 to 3 p.m. and from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the Lake 

County Community Development Corp. office, 319 Main St., in Ronan. 

 

“If you are having any problems with any government agency, I encourage you to stop by and 

discuss it with Rebecca,” Baucus said in a press release. 

 

Manna also will attend the annual bison roundup at the National Bison Range near Moiese on 

Monday as a guest of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Manna’s Kalispell number is 756-

1150.”   October 1, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

 

“Winter hours to start at National Bison Range 
Moiese – The National Bison Range will have new visiting hours for the winter season starting 

this Saturday.  The Bison Range closes only during extreme weather during the winter. 



 

The Red Sleep Mountain Drive will close until next May. B There will still be wildlife viewing 

available along the Winter Drive.  There are always bison in the Exhibition Pasture, just past the 

picnic area.  The shorter West Loop Drive may also have deer, pronghorn or other wildlife. 

 

Drives will be open daily from 7 a.m. to dark.  The Winter Drive takes about an hour to 

complete.  The shorter West Loop lies behind the visitor center and takes about 15 minutes.  The 

visitor center is open weekdays only from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  No fees are charged during the 

winter season. Visitors can call for road conditions at 406-644-2211.”   October 21, 1999 The Missoulian 

 

 

 
October 24, 1999  The Missoulian 

 
November 20, 1999  The Missoulian 



 
 

November 28, 1999 The Missoulian 



 
December 13, 1999  The Missoulian 

 

“Recreation 
National Bison Range. Located at Moiese in the Flathead Valley.   Established in 1908, the 

19,000-acre big-game range features about 400 bison, many species of birds and herds of white-

tailed and mule deer, pronghorns, elk and more in a 19-mile self-guiding tour.  Fee is $4 per car; 

all Golden passes, as well as Federal Migratory Bird Stamps are accepted.  Call 644-2211 for 

information.”   March 26, 2000  The Missoulian 

 



“Public invited to learn about species act 
 

Moiese – A workshop on endangered species, sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

will be held Saturday, May 6, at the National Bison Range. 

 

Teachers will be eligible for 9 to 12 Office of Public Instruction re-certification units. 

 

The class will cover the Endangered Species Act, how species are protected and why.   It will 

explore why species become listed under the act, and how the listing process works. Success 

stories, along with some problems and failures, will be discussed. 

 

Pat Tucker and Bruce Weide will present information on wolf reintroduction and experimental 

populations.  Kate Davis of Raptors of the Rockies will display some of her birds of prey to help 

illustrate the recovery success of peregrine falcons and bald eagles.  All participants will receive 

educational materials providing background for teachers and student activities. 

 

An optional, three-hour evening field trip over the Bison Range’s Red Sleep Mountain Drive will 

be offered.  The history of bison will be presented during the drive.  Those who participate in the 

evening program can earn an additional three OPI credits. 

 

Preregistration is required.  For more information and registration forms, call Pat Jamieson at the 

Bison Range, at 406-644-2211, ext. 207; or send email to her (Patjamieson@fws.gov).  There is 

a $10 registration fee.  The course is open to all, but priority will be given to educators.”    April 16, 

2000  The Missoulian 
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April 16, 2000  The Missoulian 

 

 

“Learn about migratory birds at Bison Range 
 

 

Moiese – Celebrate International Migratory Bird Day by participating in a variety of bird 

activities planned at the National Bison Range on Saturday, May 13. 



 

Established by the Partners in Flight Program, International Migratory Bird Day increases 

awareness of all migratory birds (including songbirds, waterfowl, shorebirds and raptors) and 

publicizes conservation efforts on their behalf. 

 

At the Bison Range, an advanced birding hike, a beginning bird walk and a birdwatching caravan 

over Red Sleep Mountain Drive are scheduled.  The trips have limited space, so preregistration is 

required.  Call the Bison Range at 406-644-2211 to register.  A talk n bluebird habitat and house, 

a discussion of backyard bird feeding, giveaways, contests, coloring pages, a book sale and a 

variety of other activities are also scheduled. 

 

Also in honor of Migratory Bird Day, the Bison Range plans to open the Red Sleep Mountain 

Drive for the season on Saturday, May 13.  The 19-mile, one-way gravel road climbs 2,000 feet 

to the high point of the Range, then descends along steep, 10-percent-grade hills.  Because it 

travels through a variety of habitat, it is a good place to see a number of different birds, as well 

as wildlife. 

 

The Bison Range will be open at 7 a.m. on May 13.  Visitors will need to start the longer drive 

by 6 p.m. to complete the trip before the Range closes at dark.”    May 4, 2000   The Missoulian 

 

“Bison Range drive now open to public 

Moiese – Cure that cabin fever with a visit to the National Bison Range this Saturday when the 

range will its 19-mile Red Sleep Mountain Drive for the season. 

The drive is a 19-mile one-way gravel road that climbs 2,000 feet and takes about two hours to 

complete.  Because it travels from the valley grasslands to the timberline and along Mission 

Creek, visitors have opportunities to see a variety of animals and birds, including deer, elk, 

pronghorn antelope, meadowlarks, eagles and of course bison with this year’s calves. 

Visitors need to start this drive no later than 6 p.m. to finish before the main gate closes at dark.   

There also is a shorter, loop drive that takes about 30 minutes. 

A $4 per car fee is charged for use of the drives.  There is no charge for the picnic and day-use 

areas.  A Bison Range season pass is available for $10. Visitors are asked to stop at the visitors 

center to pay fees and receive current information and a complimentary copy of the Field Guide 

to the Bison Range. 

For more information about hours and activities, call the Bison Range at 406-644-2211.”    May 11, 

2000   The Missoulian 

 

 

 

 



 

“Montana 

‘Birds, Birds, Birds’ on tap for festival by John Stromnes of the Missoulian 

 

Polson – Birders from all over are uniting this weekend to hold the first official Audubon Bird 

Festival to take place in Montana. 

 

Jim Rogers of Polson is the organizer.  It took two years of planning, in coordination with the 

Flathead Audubon chapter of Kalispell and the Montana Audubon Society headquartered in 

Helena.  Sponsors include the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, the Montana 

Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the National Bison Range and the Owl Research 

Institute near Charlo. 

 

Rogers, a bird enthusiast since elementary school, said his motive was simply this: “It was an 

excuse to get a lot of birding friends together and look at birds for three days.” 

 

According to the brochure, the festival involves “three days of celebrating birds, birds and 

birds.” 

 

Actually, there’s a lot more to do than just look at birds, although the Flathead Bird Festival 

offers 10 birding field trips, all within convenient driving distance of Polson, including Swan 

River and Pablo National Wildlife refuges, the National Bison Range, Mission Mountains and 

Glacier National Park. 

 

Numerous workshops and seminars are also scheduled.    

 

The goal is to give participants a good time while heightening awareness and deeper appreciation 

of birds and their habitats. 

 

Preregistration is required for the banquet, and the deadline has passed.  But you can register 

right up to Saturday morning for Saturday’s workshops, events and field trips, Rogers said. 

 

Speakers include nationally known owl researcher Denver Holt, Dick Hutto of the University of 

Montana and Sue Reel of the Lolo National Forest. 

 

For further information contact Montana Audubon, 443-3949, or visit www.mtaudubon.org for 

a list of activities.”   June 1, 2000 The Missoulian 
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June 1, 2000  The Missoulian 

  

“Biologists Converge on UM by Sherry Devlin of the Missoulian  

 

More than 1,300 conservation biologists – scientists who study rare plants and 

animals and their surroundings – will meet at the University of Montana this 

weekend to share research findings of the year past. 

 

The scientific program for the 14th meeting of the Society for Conservation 

Biology includes about 400 spoken papers, 60 symposiums on conservation-related 

research from around the world. 

 

Conference co-chairman Dan Pletscher, who heads UM’s wildlife biology 

program, said the meeting has attracted “a remarkable group of people” from 25 

countries and throughout the United States. 

 

Saturday morning’s opening session will include presentations by Daniel 

Simberloff, a professor at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville and a  seminal 



author in the field of conservation biology; Michael Soule, a founder of the Society 

for Conservation Biology, now with The Wildlands Project; Jamie Rappaport 

Clark, director of the U. S. Fish and wildlife Service; and Jack Ward Thomas, 

retired chief of the U.S. Forest service and UM’s Boone and Crockett. 

 

Pletscher said conservation biology is a relatively new scientific field focusing 

primarily on rare species – and on the biodiversity needed to restore those species 

to health. 

 

Conservation solutions to be discussed at the Missoula meeting range from the 

“very local” to the global, Pletscher said.  “From the back yard to the continental.” 

 

Invited papers in the eight symposia include presentations on “Conservative 

Medicine: The Ecological Context of Health,” “Evolutionary Ecology of Pacific 

Salmon” and “The Role of Top Predators in Ecological Communities.” 

 

The meeting will open its doors from noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday for 

free, public viewing of 180 poster presentations - 90 each day – in the University 

Center Ballroom.  All other sessions are open only to registered participants.  

Registration will continue through Monday at UM’s Continuing Education 

Building. 

 

UM scientists volunteered to host the society’s year 2000 meeting about two years 

ago, Pletscher said. “And they jumped on our offer.” 

 

“Montana is a place that people think about when they think about conservation.” 

He said. “We have a fairly sparse human density, a beautiful landscape and the 

large carnivores that ae no longer in the rest of the United States.  So a lot of 

people want to come to Montana.” 

 

Field trips on Friday and next week are “full to the brim,” Pletscher said, and will 

take scientists to Glacier National Park, Yellowstone, the National Bison Range, 

rafting on the Lochsa River, the Lee Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge, the Swan 

Valley and “in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark.” 

 

Scientific reports will continue through Monday, when the meeting will end with a 

banquet and awards ceremony. 



 

For more information about the Society for Conservation Biology meeting or to 

register, visit the Web site at www.umt.edu/scb2000.”  June 9, 2000  The Missoulian 

http://www.umt.edu/scb2000


 



 
June 29, 2000  The Missoulian 



 

 



 
July 11, 2000  The Missoulian 

 



 
 

July 28, 2000  The Missoulian 



“The National Bison Range announced that because of fire danger it is restricting travel on its 

Red Sleep Mountain Drive to “hoot-owl house” starting Wednesday.  The entrance to the scenic 

19-mile drive at the range will close at 11 a.m. daily.  Visitors may start the drive any time 

before 11 a.m.  That will give them time to complete the drive by 1 p.m.”  August 2, 2000  The Missoulian 

 

“Bird watching and activism 
 

Kalispell – Enjoy a day of bird watching and help combat the wetland weed invasion of 

loosestrife at the 11th annual celebration of the Ninepipe pothole wetland complex this Saturday. 

 

Join members of the Flathead Audubon Society, the Mission Mountain Audubon Society and the 

Flathead Chapter of the Native Plant Society for this annual event.   The birding exploration will 

begin at 8 a.m.  The loosestrife pull is scheduled at 10 a.m.  Meet at Ninepipe Lodge six miles 

south of Ronan on Highway 93. 

 

The event also will feature a discussion of the current efforts to control purple loosestrife and 

dalmation toadflax by Allison Rowland of the National Bison Range.  Participants should bring 

binoculars and or spotting scope, gloves, shoes to get wet, water and lunch.  Gourmet desserts 

will be provided 

 

For more information, call leaders Neal and Pattie Brown at 406-837-5018.”    August 3, 2000   The 

Missoulian 
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September 4, 2000  The Missoulian 
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“Briefs  
 

‘Winter Drive’ opens bison range season 

 

Moiese – The National Bison Range starts its winter season this Saturday, with the opening of 

the range’s “Winter Drive,” and new visiting hours. 

 

Friday will be the last day for the public to take the Red Sleep Mountain Drive at the Bison 

Range.  However, the range will be open daily through the winter, except during extreme 

weather. 

 

The Winter Drive, a 10-mile round trip, offers good wildlife watching for elk, deer, pronghorn 

and bald eagles along Mission Creek and Alexander Basin.  There are always bison in the 

Exhibition Pasture just past the picnic area.  Other bison should be visible from time to time, as 

well as bighorn sheep and mountain goats, from highways 93 and 200.  The shorter West Loop 

Drive also is an opportunity to see wildlife. 

 

Drives will be open daily from 7 a.m. to dark.  The Winter Drive takes about an hour to 

complete.  The shorter West Loop takes about 15 minutes.  The visitor center will be open from 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p. m. weekends, but will be closed weekends and holidays for the remainder of the 

fall and winter months.  No fees are charged during the winter season.  Visitors planning trips 

during the winter may want to call the Bison Range at 406-644-2211 for current road conditions. 

 

School groups visiting the Bison Range during fall and winter will find that the Winter Drive 

provides excellent viewing and allows better access for school buses to wildlife area that are not 

available during the summer.   Good viewing areas long Mission Creek can now be reached 

without having to travel over the steep grades of Red Sleep Mountain.  School groups visiting 

the Bison Range should pre-register by calling 406-644-2211, extension 207. 

 

For ore information, visit the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service web site at www.fws.gov.”     October 

19, 2000  The Missoulian 

 

 

 

“Briefs 
 

“Bison, wildlife await out-of-state relatives 

  

Along with the migration of the snow geese, the holidays also bring gaggles of relatives to 

western Montana in search of kinship, but also the splendors of the last best place. 

 

http://www.fws.gov/


Don’t worry about trying to find time to fit that trip to Glacier between stuffing the turkey and 

setting the table.  Instead, visit couple of Missoula’s most overlooked scenic and wildlife 

opportunities, either the nearby National Bison Range or Ninepipe National Wildlife Refuge. 

 

Both preserves are roughly an hour north of Missoula and promise to offer fun that is distinctly 

Montana.  The Bison Range has two scenic drives, open daily, except during extreme weather.  

The winter Drive is a 10-mile round trip gravel road where visitors can view deer, elk, 

pronghorn, bald eagle and some bison.  Most of the bison herd, however, can be viewed from 

Highway 93, just north of Ravalli. The second scenic drive in the refuge, the shorter West Loop 

Drive, also provides opportunities to view various wildlife. 

 

If it is the winged variety of wildlife that visitors seek, then drive north a little further to the 

Ninepipe Refuge.  Black-capped chickadees, northern flickers and Townsend’s solitaires are 

some of the winter bird species to be encountered. 

 

Drives in the Bison Range are open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Visitors may want to call 

the Bison Range for current road conditions at 644-2211.”     November 16, 2000  The  Missoulian 
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