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lMT RODUCT ION 

T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p a p e r s  b e g i n s  i n  1844 w i t h  t h e  accoun t  
book o f  pu rchase s  made f o r  t h e  ove r l and  wagon t r i p  o f  1845,  
made by C la ibo rne  Campbell Walker,  h i s  younger b r o t h e r  
Wel l ing ton  B o l i v a r  Walker,  and t h e i r  c o u s i n  Andrew Jackson  
Doak and h i s  w i f e  Rebecca. 

These p i o n e e r s  began t h e i r  t r e k  from P i k e  County,  M i s s o u r i  
(on t h e  I l l i n o i s  b o r d e r )  -- t r a v e l i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  P l a i n s  t o  
Oregon on t h e  o l d  r o u t e  of t h e  Oregon T r a i l  t o  D r .  Whitman's 
Miss ion and The D a l l e s .  They t r a v e l e d  down t h e  "Wal l imet t "  
River  t o  Polk  County and s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  known a s  S p r i n g  
V a l l e y .  

A f t e r  much cor respondence  between C l a i b o r n e ,  B o l i v a r  and 
t h e i r  b r o t h e r ,  Wal te r  Montgomery Walker (who had remained 
behind i n  Mis sou r i )  -- B o l i v a r  r e t u r n e d  t o  Mis sou r i  t o  
a s s i s t  h i s  b r o t h e r  i n  b r i n g i n g  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  Oregon i n  1848. 
Wal te r  Walker a l s o  s e t t l e d  i n  Po lk  County and Waiker Jr. 
High School i n  Salem b e a r s  h i s  name. 

T r a v e l i n g  i n  t h e  same 1848 wagon t r a i n  was t h e  f a m i l y  o f  
John and Mary Pu rv ine ,  from nea r  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s .  
They, t o o ,  t r a v e l e d  down t h e  Wi l l ame t t e  V a l l e y  and s e t t l e d  
two Donation Land Claims i n  Marion County, between t h e  
p r e s e n t  s i t e s  o f  Woodburn and Hubbard. 

The ove r l and  t r i p  t o  Oregon was n o t  t o  b e  t h e  l a s t  c o n t a c t  
between t h e  Pu rv ine  and Walker f a m i l i e s .  I n  1850,  
C l a i b o r n e  Walker mar r ied  Louisa  Pu rv ine  and B o l i v a r  
mar r ied  h e r  s i s ter ,  C a t h e r i n e .  

I n  1864,  Joshua Pu rv ine  ( t h e  t e n t h  of  John P u r v i n e ' s  
twe lve  c h i l d r e n )  mar r i ed  Mary V i r g i n i a  Walker,  one  o f  t h e  
f i v e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  Wal te r  Walker.  E l m e r  Wal te r  Pu rv ine ,  
a u t h o r  o f  t h e  1893-1897 Dia ry  i nc luded  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
was t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d  born  o f  t h a t  un ion .  

A l l  of t h e s e  Oregon P i o n e e r s  a r e  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  cemetery  
o f  t h e  p ionee r  S p r i n g  V a l l e y  Church i n  Zena, Po lk  County, 
Oregon. 

-- Eleanor  Pu rv ine  M i l l e r  
August 1977 
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Diary of 1845 Overland T r i p  from Missour i  t o  Oregon 

Wr i t t en  By C la ibo rne  Campbell Walker 

(from o r i g i n a l  owned by Byron J. . Purv ine)  . 

Octll  th12 .1844~ C .  C .  WalKerls .  BOOK 
Money paid Out f o r  Equipments t o  
Oregon, Paid  f o r  Waggon of McGiniS 
F i r s t  Cost ,  i n  Notes on Smithe 
& Mart in  .$64.25 . . . . . . . . .  
Paid i n  Cash 4/6 . . . . . . . . .  
Whole c o s t  t o  McGinis P.d.  By C.C .  
For  Doe of McGinis . . . . . . . .  
One of G.W. Brown f o r  . . . . . .  

. I n t e r e s t  i n  YoKe of Browning 
Paid  t o  Hughs f o r  I r o n i g  @zgg 

Hardeson one gone 
b a r i n  goods from merion 
i n  Cunow t o  f  01s f o r  

C.C.  WalKer Oregon T e r r i t o r y  

November 
1844, A .  J .  Doak Paid  f o r  Repa i r ing  
Waggon t o  Ramey $6.00 . . $6.00 
h i s  I n t ,  i n  YoKe C a t t l e  g o t  of Browning$15.00 
Pa id  TowarS PlanK f o r  Waggon Bed .$00.50 

March t h e  7.1845 t o  J . W .  JenKs 
C.C.&W.B. WalKer Spent  f o r  c l o t h i n g  

and But tons  
C lo th  f o r  S h i r t s  6  i n  number 
25 yds. of OSenburg @15C andtP68ad 
For 2  p a i r  Pan t s  6  yds@50C 
But tons  & Thread f o r  Same 
For  20pUS I r o n  Bar @4/2X . . . . .  
15~'do of Rod @8C . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  1 Bootchin Knife  f o r  47X 
PlanK f o r  WaggoneBed . . . . . . .  
Apl 21, For Hat i n  c l a r K S v i l l e  
2  Coffee  SacKS @ 12pX. . . . . . .  
To Johnson f o r  ~obacco~!!!~ US@20X 



i n  ~ o u i s i a n a  t o  Wallsworth 
one P a i r  c o a r s e  Shoes 9/ - 
To Doct, Gorin f o r  GunS5.00 
and a .20.00 D o l l a r  n o t e  on 

Tranfered  t o  page 3 . . 

March t h e  24 1845 ----- on h i s  n o t  
One Small  YoKe Oxen of R e e s  DoaK $19.00 
The Balance t o  W? SimonS f o r  Herage 2.59 

$21.59 

For  YoKe 6f Oxen Bought 
a f t e r  S t a r t i n g  . . - - $25.00 - - - - - -  - - - - - -  

1845 Ap111311 C.C.  &W.B. WalKer Spent  
i n  Louisianen . . . $ 
To Johnson f o r  Repa i r ing  Gun 
To Kenady f o r  White Lead . . . . 
To Draper f o r  Brush . . . . . . . 
To W: S ince  f o r  Osenburg 3 yds .  38 
To TinKer f o r  G i r t i n g  1/6 . . . . 25 
To ParKS f o r  Lea ther  . . . . . . 1 00 
To McQuey f o r  Shaving U t e n s i l s  

i I 
1 00 

To Draper f o r  I r o n  & Needles . . . ,, 68% 
I r o n  cost  56X . . . . . . . . . . It  It  

To BrySon f o r  p e n c i l  . . . . . . !I 6 
Cash pm'd f o r  O i l  t o  p a i n t  Waggon& 68 
O i l  & P a i n t  i n  C la rKSv i l l e  . . . . 50 
For 2 Powers of At torney  . . . . . 1 50 
To EcKnowledgeDeede t o  farm . . I t  25 
For Medacine of Edwards I! 7 5 
Dr ide  F r u i t  1 y - Bushels  . . 

To Henry f o r  B i l l  $ 2<00 

Whole C o s t  85 f o r  Equipmen 
n t s  f o r  C.C.&W.B. WalKer f o r  
Oregon Besides  Bacon 01 
Telower & C o  - 

C C C C  C C C C C C C C C  



1 8 4 5  A p l ,  t h e  18 A.D. 
A m t , , o f  P r o v i s i o n  

F l o w e r  f r o m  Home 8381bs 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C o r n M e a l  3 5 4  

B a c o n  fou  d B y  A . J .  DoaK 3 2 0  
Sugar  1 0 0 f b s  B y  C.C.  W a l K e r  1 0 0  . . . . . . . . . .  B y  A. J .  DoaK 6 0  . . . . . . . . . .  C o f f e e  By C . C .  W a l K e r  5 0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  B y  A. J .  DoaK 85  
D r i d e  F r u i  1, B u s h e l s  
B a u g h t  1.12'8~ B a c o n  on t h e  R o a d  @ 5 f X .  1 1 2 1 b s  
F l o w e r  a t  B l u e  M i l l s  @ 1 X  p r  l b s  155 
P a i d  f o r  B y  C . C .  W a l K e r  - 

Whole C o s t  f o r  E q u i p m -  
-entS  f o r  O r e g o n  B y  C .C .  & W .B .  
W a l K e r  $ 2 8  6 . 0 0  B e s i d e s  B a c o n  
& F l o w e r l l  



A p l l l t h e  20 18450 TO F i r s t  n i g h t  m i l e s  
L e f t  WalKerSv i l l e  t o  AShlyS 1 8  
21. To Middletown . . . 1 5  m i l e s  
Expences a t  t h i s  p l a c e  . . 66X 
For  CrooKing Logchain hooKS.. 12f 
22 To ReeS HughS . 22m. 
P a i d  CaSh h e r e  12/2 Traded f o r  2 Bushe 
23 To P r i c e s  i n  P r a i r i e  17 m i l e s  f rom Hughes 
P a i d  Cash a t  t h i s  P l a c e  .62fX 
24 t o  Columbia 1 6  m i l e s  - 1 6  m i  
P a i d  Cash a t  t h i s  P l a c e  . . . 1.16 2/3 
25 
To Roach P o r t  - - - - - 1 4  m i l e s  
ForVei lS  a t  Roach P o r t  37% 
S a l l a r a t t e r S  12fX Soap Shaving 64j18 3/4 
(2611 
From Roachpor t  B o o n S v i l l e  10  m i l e s  
3 m i l e s  w e s t  o f  B o o n S v i l l e  Encamped 
For  J u g  25X Corns a t  t h i s  p l a c e  30.  33  
For  c r o s s i n g  StocK a t  Missonn 3.50 55 

Apl t h e  26, 1845 .50 
P a i d  f o r  Hay f o r  C a t t l e  $ .75 .  
Loaned t o  A.  J .  DoaK 50X a t  Roachpor t  
27 F o r  P a s t u r a g e  7 5 
F o r  F e r a g e  a c r o s s  t h e  Samine 60 
The 25 Purchased yoKe Oxen $25.00 
The 27 Bot  Roan Mare f o r  $ 32.50 
Same Evning f o r  c o r n  12+ 
28 Encamped i n  P r i a r i e  D T r a v e l  1 9  
29 d o  i n  P r a i r i  ' n  S a l i n e  Co,, 
F o r  Corn 18 3/4$ae f o r  c o r n  18 3/4X 
Encamped 1 4  M i l  E a s t  o f  Lex ing ton  
i n  L a f a y e t t  County - 
~ a ' ~  t h e  1 X 4  Miles W e s t  o f  Lex ing ton  
f o r  Corn 18 3/4 
2n d o  f o r  c o r n  18 3/4,,3 d o  1 8  3/4. 37% 
4 1 2  m i l e s  Ea o f  Independence  i n  p r a i r i e  
F o r  Bacon 112':~ @ 5fX $6.16 - 



May 5 .  Encamped 1% m i l e s  W e s t  of 
Independence , ,  n i g h t  o f  t h e  5. 1 2  m i l e s  
WeSt o f  Independence  
S p e n t  i n  t h i s  p l a c e  f o r  Sog 
Powdr C a n i s t e r  6/- - - - - r a o  
H a t  f o r  S e l f  1 .12% - - - - UI. r 

2 g a l l o n s  WhisKy @ 8/- 

2 BlanK BOOKS @ 9 - - - -- 
2 B i t t S  & S c a b b a r d s  f o r  - - 

tr25 m. m 
3 rt 

1 Doz Boxes & Matches  . . . . . 0 n, 
1 C a n d l e  S t i c K  - - - - - . r 

1 3  0 

2 Cow H i d e s  9 - - - -  1 2  N (D 
N 

F o r  P a s t u r a g e  h e r e  - - 1 . 0 0  UIM 

25 
Y 

F o r  Corn  1/6 . . . . . . ?. 8 - 
t h e  o S 

Morning o f  6 o f  ma*. P a i d  f o r  \ % r ~ e - 7 5  3 
F o r  B r a n d i n g  I r o n  2/3 37% rt I-' 
F o r  L i n c h  P i n s  f o r  Waggon . 37% 13 

Encamped 26 m i l e s  W e s t  o f  - $10.37 2 2 
Independence  n i g h t  o f  t h e  6 n, C 

I-' P a  . I-' 
a I-' . 
P 

May t h e  6 1845 t h e  6 t h  1 8 4 5  d r rt 
0 

C a m e  u p  w i t h  t e Company ~ R T  

7 Encamped a t  t h e  Lone Elm 
9 Miles from I n d i a n  C r e e K  
8 Encamped a t  BlacKjacK P o i n t  

1 8  m i l e s  f rom Lone Elm. 
9 Encamped o n e  m i l e  WeSt 

o f  t h e  WaKrusia R i v e r  
1 0  m i l e s  f rom B . J .  P o i n t  

Garded C a t t l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
i n  t h e  Shawnee n a t i o n  
H e r e  w e  Saw Some o f  t h e  
Caw I n d i a n s  & Del l awareS  
1 0  Encamped i n  P r a i r i e  1 6  m i  
f rom t h e  WacaruSia R i v e r  

11 a t  Campbel l s  C r e e K  
Days T r a v a i l  1 6  M i  

1 2  T r a v a i l e d  4 m i l e s  t o  
Caw R i v e r  t h e  B a l a n c e  

o f  t h e  d a y  and  h a l f  o f  
t h e  n e x t  S p e n t  i n  C r o s s i n g  t h e  

t h i s  R i v e r  Which w a s  
Very Low Frenchman 
had  a f l a t  B o a t  which  



w e  c ros sed  t h e  WaggonS 
t h e  C a t t l e  fo rded  

t h e  River Very EaseY. 
P l e n t y  of I n d i a n s  h e r e  
Beging t h e  Kanzas on 
Cows. 
13 Traveled 2 mi l e s  from 
t h e  River i n  P r a i r i e  
and Encamped f o r  t h e  
Day and t o  ho ld  an  
E l e c t i o n  f o r  P i l o t  

Candidates  G . M .  AdamS 
& MeaK Major MeaK was chosen P i l o t  B a n g  

1 4  ~ e m a i n e d  a t  TurKey CreeK E l e c t i o n g  
P i l o t  and o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t o  o rganiSe  

1 5  L e f t  t h i s  p l a c e  a t  2 o clocK5% mi 
Encamped a t  S o l d i e r s  Sp r ings  

1 6 . a t  S o l d i e r s  CreeK . . . . . 18 m i l e  
17.  a t  O w l s  C r e e K  . . .litti? - 1 0  m i l  
18 .  .erC. 5 m i l e s  West ofverml i o n  River  
T r a v i l l e s  t h i s  day 9 m i  
Maried on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  18 of May 

M i s s  Spoonover 
W% MeeK t o  performed i n  P r a i r i e  f i n e  
fun  h e r e  t o n i g h t ,  I n d i a n s  danc ing  
t h e  War dance ,  FiddeS p l a y i n g  Some 
a S ing ing  S p r i t u a l  Songs. 
19 Monday. Engaged i n  d i v i d i n g  t h e  
Company i n t o  3 D i v i s i o n s  4 0  WaggonS 
i n  Each Company. L e f t  t h i s  Encamp- 

ment a t  2 oclocK Traveled one 
m i l e  and Encamped - 
20 Tuesday. F i r s t  Company L e f t  t h e  Others  
Remaining. Trave led .  - 1 5  m i l e s  
Wednesday 21 Traveled 6 m i  . t8 i?ermi l l ion  
River.Crossed a t  12 o.clocK 7 m i .  F a r t h e r  
t h a t  ~ v n i n g  and Encamped Days t r a v e l  13 m i  
a t  Bee CreeL 7 m i l e s  from t h e  vermi 
l l i o n  1 m i l e  West of  Vermi l l i on  Saw t h e  
Grave of James Marsha l l  of  S t .  Louis 
Thursday 22 Travled 12  m i l e s  
Crossed t h e  Big Blue a t  l2oclocK 
Fr iday  t h e  23 Traveled 1 0  m i l e s  



Bad Wat te r  and S c a r c e  of  Wood 
R ad Wood P l a n t y  But  one  m i l e  f rom tge 

Sa tu rday  24 T rave l ed  1 0  m i l e s  t o  h o r s e  
T a i l  C r e e K  Encamped 7 m i l e s  . . 
West Bad Wat te r  and v e r y  l i t t l e  

- 
Wood 4 l o n e  Elms a l l ,  
25 Sunday Trave led  8 m i l e s  
and Encamped f o r  t o  Wash 
26 Engaged i n  Washing R e p a i r i n g  one 
t h i n g  o r  o t h e r .  A Company of  250 Drggoo 
n s  Passed  u s  t h i s  morning Commanded 
By Coln,, Carney of  S t .  Lou i s .  
t h e y  had 19 Waggons t , h e ~ i n e s  Mules I 
Ever Saw,, t o  t h e r e  WaqqonS. and F i n e  h o r s e s .  - - 

i t S p a t e r i c K  t h e r e  P i  o andy CreeK t 27 S t i l l  Remaining d r y i n g  c l o ?  S 
TremendiouS Rains  and Wind t h e  nighkeo?6 
28 L e f t  Sandy C r e e K  a t  2 oclocK Trave l ed  - 
8 m i l e s  t o  t h e  Blue  29 Remained 
a t  t h i s  p l a c e  During $&&S Day on  
a c c o u n t  of t h e  SicK ,, HarduSon 
30 L e f t  and t r a v e l e d  6 m i l e s  
afid Encamped on  accoun t  of  
W ,  HarderSon 

P l e n t y  o f  Wood and Wat te r  on  a 
Branch o f  t h e  Big  Blue I n d i a n s  
around i n  t h e  Evning t h e  OtouS. 
31' Tra  e l e d  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  Big  Y ~ l d e ~ '  si?d up t h e  Blue  Good 
Grass  Days T rave l ed  20 m 
1 J u n e  T rave l ed  up t h e  Blue  Good 
Road Some 3 o r  4 I n d i a n s  Ran 
F u l t o n  3 m i l e s  when he  g o t  
UP Days T r a v e l  1 6  m i  

Encamped on t h e  Blue  
2 T rave l ed  16  m i l e s  and Encam 
-ped on o l d  camp Ground 
S c a r c e  of  Wood Durinq t h e  - 
Day Crossed t h e  B u e  i n  
 laces BrancheS30& t h e  B T"" u e  3 from 
t h e  head of  t h e - ~ l u e  t o  t h e  P l a t t e  
Encamped on  t h e  P l a t t e  Without  :8im 
Much Wood S c a r c e  on  t h e  Sou th  --- 

of t h e  R ive r  



June t h e  4 Traveled up t h e  P l a t t e  mean 18 m i l e s  
and Encamped Without much Wood t h e  River  
v e r y  Muddy. BroaK 2 WaggonS and 
l e t  a Waggon Run oveh a c h i l d  Which 
h u r t  it ve ry  Much W- Al lenS c h i l d  
5 S t i l l  i n  t h e  p l a t t e  Sca rce  of Wood 
F i r s t  - R a t e  Road days  t r a v e l .  20 m i  
6 up t h e  p l a t t e  Sca rce  of Wood 
S t i l l  t h e  River Watter  v e r y  muddy 20 
7 up t h e  P l a t t e  come i n  t h e  BuffaloS 

Country p l a n t y  of S ign .  n o t  Seen any 
i n  t h e  Pawnee n a t i o n  Seen p l a n t y  of  
them r e t u r n i n g  from Hunting. 20 m i  
8 up t h e  River  t o  Cottonwood P o i n t  

Encamped Grass Poor.  20 m i l  
9 t o  Ash P o i n t  and Encam 

Ph 
2 m i l  

Rained t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  8 , 
22 Oxen mis s ing  i n  t h e  morning 
S i x  of o u r s ,  Hunted a l l  day 

and Found them about  1 0  m i l e s  
on t h e  Road BacK g o t  t o  camp 
a f t e r  DarK about  an  hour .  Rained 
du r ing  t h e  day v e r y  ha rd  Tremendi 
ous  thunder  - & Lighening one cow 
Was K i l l e d  With Lighening and 
Severe1  Men ShocKed c o n s i d e r  
- ab l e  Myself Arnonnt t h e  R e s t .  
1 0  te Traveled up t h e  River  20 m i  
and Encamped Without any Wood Ex- 
c e p t s  what Was hau led  from Ash P o i n t  
p l e n t y  of Watter and t o l e r b l y  good 
Grass  3 companies J u s t  ahead 
11. abou t  12'oclocK came t o  t h e  lower 
Ford of t h e  P l a t t e .  Where Browns company 
c ros sed  and one of  ou r  D i v i s i o n s  Parm- 
-er c ros sed ,  The Hunters  of o u r  Company 
K i l l e d  t h e  F i r S t  Buf fa loe  and Saw 
Thousands, Encamped about  5 oclocK 

With Good Grass and p l e n t y  of  
Days T r a v e l  12  m i  

Green Cottinwood & Willow. 
i n  t h r e e  m i l e s  of Welch's  company 
and 3 o t h e r  companies on t h e  o t h e r  
S i d e  of t h e  River We Stopped t o  Wash. 
12  a l l  Hands Engaged i n  Washing. 
M:' S tevens  v e r y  SicK Expected 



t o  d i e  +he d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t .  
Hunte rs  went o u t  t o  K i l l  B u f f a l o e  
Not Maney G e t t i n g  i n  u n t i l 1  n e x t  
Morning t h e  P r i n c i p e  p a r t  o f  them 
Went o u t  a f o o t  and cou ld  n o t  B r ing  
i n  any Meat When t h e y  K i l l e d  P l e n t y  
K i l l e d  But n o t  Mutch Brought 
i n  t o  Camp on t h a t  a ccoun t  
13  R ~ g a i n e d  a t  t h e  Same camp on accoun t  
of  M I I  S t evens .  Whoo Died a t  12 oclocK 
The Fune ro l  Serv iSed  Being perform 

By t h e  ~ e v , , e  Boon She Was i n t e r  
ed on a h i g h  Monn Not f a r  from 
t h e  Road and Some 3  Hundred Yards 
from t h e  R ive r .  Some o f  t h e  Hunte rs  
t h a t  went o u t  on  y e s t e r d a y  Having g o t  
L o s t  Was n o t  heard  o f f  u t i l l  
abou t  2  oclocK When 2  o f  them 
came t o  camp t h e  o t h e r  two S t i l l  
Behind one of them SicK and a l l  
o f  them n e a r l y  gave Out Having 
f o r  one & h a l f  DayS Without  E 3 t i n g  
any t h i n g  Except  a  Smal l  p i e c e  of  
Buf f a loe  t i n g  Having K i l l e d  a  Buff 
B o l l i v e r  Being one o f  t h o s e  t h a t  Was 
L e f t  Behind. W e  g o t  HorSeS and 
Went a f t e r  them and m e t  them abou t  
4 m i l e s  from camp down t h e  River  

June  t h e  1 4  1845 Sa tu rday  

L e f t  a t  h a l f  p a s t  8 oclocK 
and encamped i n  P r a i r i e  With 
o u t  any Wood days  T r a v e l  1 5  m .  
15 . .  8  m i l e s  & c r o s s  t h e  South  ForK 
of  P l a t t  c a l l e d  t h e  upper  f o r d  
4 m i l e s  & Encamped No Wood 2  E l m s  
abou t  one m i l e  above t h e  f o r d  ~3 
16 up t h e  River  3  o r  4 m i l e s  and L e f t  
f o r  t h e  North ForK Days t r a v  20 m i  
and Encamped one m i l e  from t h e  River  
on Ash C r e e K  P l a n e t y  of  Wood Wat te r  
Grass  n o t  v e r y  Good Between t h e  B l u f f s  
1 7  OvertooK Browns Companie & Passed 
DayS t r a v e l  up t h e  n o r t h  forK 18 m i  

WaggonS Runing Heavy on accoun t  of  
t h e  Land. K i l l e d  one  B u f f a l o e  
So Poor n o t  f i t  f o r  a n y t h i n g .  



No Wood Has Brought  from 
Ash C r e e K  So t h a t  With What 
Wood W e  had and B u f f a l o e  Chips  
Done v e r y  W e l l  f o r  F i r e .  
Whether ben Cool 16.17.&18 . . 
Cloudy With Som Rain  t h e  18.  
18 Encamped With Good Gra s s  No 
Wood days  t r a v e l  . . . 20 m i  
19 Encamped Without  Wood 
Good Good Gra s s  d a y s  t r a v e l  18 m i  
8 m i l e s  E a s t  of  t h e  f i r s t  Chimney i n  S i t e  

o f  ScotS B lu f f  F i r s t  Ra te  Road 
20 Encamped 3 m i l e s  n o r t h  E a s t  o f  t h e  
Round t o p  mound Which i s  250 f e e t  h i g h  
Some S i x  o r  E i g h t  o f  t h e  Company v i s i t e d  
it i n  t h e  Evnins  and With c o n s i d e r a b l e  t o i l  
a s sended  t o  t h e L t o p  d a y s  t r a v e l  10  m i l e s  
21  Encamped a t  t h e  Ice S p r i n g  Which 

Comed o u t  o f  a B lu f f  Some 200 Hundred 
feet  h i g h  6 m i l e s  f rom t h e  River  C a l l e d  
ScotS B l u f f s .  L e f t  t h e  R ive r  a f t e r  
t r a v e l i n g  6 m i l e s  t r a v e l  1 2  t o  t h e  Sp r ing  18 
P l e n t y  o f  P i n e  & Cedar a t  t h e  S p r i n g .  
Grass  n o t  v e r y  Good Very Warm i n  t h e  Evning. 
22 t o  Horse C r e e K  P l e n t y  of  Wood 12  
Grass  v e r y  Good.2 o t h e r  ComplanieS 
Camped J u s t  above on  t h e  Same C r e e K  
23 *Traveled  v e r y  Good on  t h e  R i v e r .  20 m i  
P l e n t y  o f  Wood & Wat t e r  G r a s s  n o t  - 
24 one  m i l e  above f o r t  Laramie 8 m i  
and S toped  t o  WaSh and maKe Some 
new Regu l a t i ons  
25' Remained a t  Same p l a c e  t o  WaSh 
26 M: VicKerS c h i l d  d i e d  i n  t h e  
Evning With I n f l a m a t i o n  a g e  16  months 

Was Bur ied  on t h e  morning o f  27. 

L e f t  about12 oclocK t r a v e l e d  10  m i l e  
t o  t h e  Sp r ing  t h e  Watter o f  Which i s  
Warm P l e n t y  o f  Wood. a+& 
Grass  o n l y  modera t ly  . . . 10  m i  
28 T rave l ed  1 2  m i l e s  and Encamped 

came t o  forKS o f  t h e  Road tooK l e f t  hand 
Grass  v e r y  Good P l e n t y  o f  Wood and 
Good Sp r ing  Watter... 12  m i l e s  
on  Bi t terwood C r e e K  . . . 



29 To Horse Shoe C r e e K  15  m i  
P l e n t y  o f  Wood & Spr ing  Watter 

o u r  c a t t e l  
Grass  ve ry  Good, 30 W e  Lay by t o  R e s t  
J u l y  1 To t h e  Big ButeS Wood & Watter  
Grass n o t  good on account  o f  So 
many camps t h e r e  Before  u s  15 m i  
J u l y  2 cttr Trave led  t o  a n o t h e r  C r e e K  18 m i  
Wood & Watter P l e n t y  G r a s s  Sca rce  
We Passed Watter  During t h e  day Spr ing  
The Road t h e  1 & 2 of J u l y  Was ve ry  H i l l e y  and 
Roughtt RocKy & Roads 

J u l y  t h e  3 Lay By t o  F i l l  Waggon 
3 Wheel Which BroKe ano the r  9 m i  
Traveled 9 Miles t o  a n o t h e r  creeK and b l y  
Encamped Wood & Watter  P l e n t y  Grass  T o l e r  
4 t o  ano the r  CreeK and Encamped 
Trave led  8 m i l e s  Stopped t o  c e l e b r a t e  8m 
t h e  day 2 Ora t ions  d e l i v e r e d  By Ever- 
- e t t  & Colwel l  and t h e n  p rocee  
ded t o  dancing Grass n o t  Good 
5 Days Trave l .  Encamped on t h e  River  15m 

Grass n o t  ve ry  Good Being Ea t ing  o f f  
6 Sunday Traveled t o  1 m i l e  of  t h e  f o r d  
and Encamped f o r  t h e  Night  - 10 m 
Grass T o l e r b l y  Good Wood P l e n t y  
7 t o  Sage CreeK . . . . . . . . 12 m i  
No Wood* G r a s s  T o l e r b l y  Roads ve ry  
Dusty P l e n t y  of  Buf fa loe  h e r e  
8 t o  15  m i l e s  t o  Sage Branch 1 5  m i  
Wat te r  no Wood n o t  much G r a s s  

Wat te r  BracKiSh 

9 t o  ano the r  CreeK on Sage Branch 
Encamped one m i l e  from t h e  Road Grass  

T o l e r b l y  Good No Wood having t o  u s e  
t h e  Excrement o f  t h e  Buf fa loe  f o r  f u e l  
Crossed Wat te r  p l e n t y  du r ing  t h e  day 1 5  m i  
Roards ve ry  Sandy and Disagreab le  
10 t o  Independence ROCK By 1 2  oclocK 
and Stoped t o  noon Many Enscr ibed 
t h e r e  nameS.traved 2 m i l e s  and Enca 
ped Grass T o l e r b l y  Some D r i f t  Wood 
Days Trave l  8 m i  
11 t r a v e l e d  till noon and Encamped forD%e 
Good G r a s s  on Sweet Wat ter  6 m i  
No Wood 



12 t r a v e l  5 mi les  up t h e  Bottom and 
l e f t  t h e  River f o r  1 0  mi les  a l l  Sand 

Hard P u l l i n g  Days t r a v  1 4  m 

13 Traveled 8 mi les  and Encamped 8 m i  
Good Grass Watter & Wood By going one mi le  
1 4  Lay By t o  Wash on Sweet Watter 
15 Traveled 8 mi les  8 mi les  

Watter Grass & Wood 1 mile,,  
16 3 miles  and l e f t  t h e  River f o r  1 6  mi les  
and t h e r e  came t o  t h e  River aga in  d Grass Not very Good P len ty  of willowW%r 

Days t r a v e l  18 mi les  
17 Traveled 5 mi les  and Encamped 5 m 
P len ty  of d r i f t  Wood Grass very Good e n  
With a Small Seine caught  i n  2 Hours 800 

F i s h  'RocKy Mountain LucKenS Feas t  on F i s h  
18 Traveled 3 mi les  up t h e  River and Lef t  i t  
f o r  20 mi les  very Rough Road i n  p l a c e s  
RocKy & H i l l e y  8 mi les  Passed Spring 
Good Watter Crossed 2 Small CreeKS 
one 15  mi les  t h e  Other 1 0  mi les  

Encamped on Sweet Watter Day Tra 

1 9  Traveled t o  Spring t h a t  Flows i n t o  
t h e  p a c i f i c  i n  Oregon Days t r a v e  15  m 
Good Grass Sage f o r  fuel 'Road Good - 
ZTT t o  L i t t l e  Sandy - Good Road 20 m i  
P lenty  of Dry Willow f o r  Wood Grass Tolerb ly  - 
r ~ a y  By t o  Recrui t  C a t t l e  & Wash 
23 L e f t  Sandy Across t h e  c u t  o f f  L e f t  a t  7 o c l  
cK and ar ived  a t  Green River a t  1 2  OclocK 

on t h e  2 4  
A des tence  of 4 0  mi les  Without Watter - 
Wood o r  Grass Crossed over River and Encam 
ped Good Grass and Wood, C a t t l e  TOOK very 
Bad,, Day 4 0  m i  
25 t r ave led  4 mi les  down t h e  River and camped 
f o r  t h e  day t o  Rest C a t t e l  Good Grass & Wood 4 m 
26 t o  Branch of Green River - 1 2  mi le  
Good Grass B e a u t i f u l l  Stream 

Wood Wood 



27 
J u l y  3 -ke Trave led  1 5  t o  a  S p r i n g  
Grass  T o l e r b l y  Good P l e n t y  Wood 15  m i  - 
28 t r a v e l ,  A bou t  12  MileS t o  a  S p r i n g  
Rough Road Both DayS th rough  t h e  . . 
Pyute  Mountains Day - - 1 2  m i l e s  
Wood Grass  T o l e r b l y  Good - 
29, Trave led  Over 2 TremendiouS Mountains 
a t  l e a s t  one  m i l e  High.DaySeTravel 1 5  m i  
Encamped 2  MileS EeaSt of  B q e  ~ i v e r  
P l e n t y  Grass  & Watte r  Sage f o r  Wood 
30 2  m i l e s  t o  Bear River  StrucK 
Othe r  Road and 4 from t h a t  t o  Smiths  
forK. 6 t o  camp on Bear  R ive r .  
Grass  Wood & Watte r ,  t o t a l  1 2  M i  
31 Crossed Bear River  Good f o r d  8  o r  
9 m i l e s  & c r o s s  it t h e  Second t i m e  - 
t r a v e l e d  3 - a k  4 M i l e S  t o  camp - 
F i r s t  Rate  Grass  Woodll , 1 2  m i  

August t h e  1, 1845,  A.  D .  
Down Bear River  t o  camp 18 m i  
Good Grass  Wood 
2 S t i l l  Down R ive r .  Camp 6 MileS E a s t  
of  Soda Founta in .  Days t r a v e l  18 m i  
Wood & Good Sp r ing  Wat te r  Grass  
3) t o  Soda Sp r ings  - - 8  m i l e s  
on  Beard River  - 
4 From Soda Spr ingS 3  m i ,  Down Beare  
R ive r  Roads forK tooK R igh t  hand 
.8  m i l l  t o  S p r i n g .  Good Grass  10 m i l e s  
t o  p o r t n i f f - 7  mi.up P r o r t n i f f  Road 
u p  t h e  R ive r  Very Good. 

B e f ? 6 ~ a P o i z h  i n  PLaces RocKey But Level,! A 
5  Crossed Over P o r t n i f f  tooK moutainS 
Road Bad P l e n t y  Wat t r  S p r i n g s .  Camp 
on S p r i n g  Branch a t  t h e  o t h e r  Edge Mounte 
Grass  S c a r c e  Wood P l e n t y  Willow 
Days t r a v e l  12  M i  

August t h e  6 1845 
Down Branch t o  Noon 7 3  MileS, l e f t  
Branch Over Sage p l a n e  I n t o  Sand i n  
Evning hard  P u t t i n g  t o  l a r g e  S p r i n g  
Neare a  Branch of SnaKe River  Good Grass  
rand Wood DayS t r a v e l  
L 

1 5  m i  



7 .  t o  F o r t  H a l l  6 MileS. Encamped 
3  MileS South  W e s t  Good Gra s s  and Wood care SnaKe R ive r .  DayS t r a v e l .  9 m i  
8 ,  Lay By t o  Wash & 
9 .  t o  BanarcK C r e e K  7  MileS * 
t h e n c e  3 m i l e s  t o  Camp t o t a l ,  1 0  m i  

1 0  t o  B lu f f  1 m i l e  Over Sage p l a n e  5  m i , I n t o  
Bottom aganenDown B o t t o m  2 m i l e s  l e a v e  Bottom 
agane  t o  l a r g e  S p r i n g  Noon,Grass n o t  Good a t  
SpringnThence t o  a  R ive r  1 2  m i , t o  camp 20 m i  
Passed  no Gra s s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  Bottom above= 
S p r i n g  3/4 o f  a  mile,Bad Road v e r y ,  
No Grass  o f  a ccoun t  a t  Camp11 

11 t o  C r e e K  3  Miles Bad C r o s s i  
-ngSll No Grass  a t  f o r d  up t h e  creeK one  m i l e  - 
T o l e r b l y  Good Gra s s  Encamped f o r  t h e  DayS 3m - - - 
1211 t o  CaSSia C r e e K  Encamped - 1 0  m i  
Good Gra s s  up  t h e  C r e e K  Road T o l e r b l e y  - 
1 3  t o  Large  Grassey  Marsh - - 1 5  m i .  
Grass  N o t  v e r y  Good More F l a g  t h a n  Gra s s  - 
Sage f o r  F u e l .  Cedar o n e  m i l e  on  B l u f f  - 
Road v e r y  Rough RocKey 

1 4  t o  Goose C r e e K  Grass  T o l e r b l e y  - 1 5  m i  
Road Good Some RocK But  few 6  m i l e s  t o  
Grove C r e e K  t o  noon Wa t t e r  But  no Grass  
o r  v e r y  l i t t l e  - 4% - - - 
P 

15,  Over Sage P l a n e  t o  SnaKe R ive r  8  m i  
G n d  Encamped f o r  t h e  Day Poor  G r a s s  ----- 

16  Over Sage P l a n e  t o  Dry Run 12  m i .  Wa t t e r  
S t a n d i n g  i n  h o l e s  Gra s s  Bad,Thence t o  RocK C r e e K  
8  m i .  f o r  4 m i l l  i n  morning Road v e r y  RocKey 

T o t a l  m 
and a l l  Day DuSt v e r y  Bad TremendiouS11 20 

August t h e  17 1845 
From on  RocK C r e e K  Down t h e  
C r e e K  t o  c r o s s i n g  a b o u t  10  m i l e s  t h e n c e  
Down on Other  S i d e  2  m i l e s  D i f f i c u l t  BanKS 
of  RocK Hard m a t t e r  t o  g e t  StocK t o  Wa t t e r  
Camp on Sou th  S i d e  among t h e  Sage and d u s t  
Road v e r y  Rough and Dust  a w f u l l l l  1 2  m 
18 Down t h e  C r e e K  a b o u t  2  m i l e s  t h e n c e  o v e r  Sage 
P l a n e  t o  SnaKe River.Camp on B l u f f  o n  t h e  Sand 

m i l e  from t h e  R ive r  h i g h  B l u f f , ,  No Gra s s  Some 
few Willow a l o n g  t h e  Edge o f  t h e  River , ,Crossed no 
Wa t t e r  During t h e  Day,,Road RocKy and v e r y  Rough 
i n  P l a c e s  llDuSt t r emendious  Death on E v e r y t h i n g n  
a l i g h t  S o i l  IntermixKed w i t h  SandnDayS t r a v e l  20 m i  - 
1911Down t h e  R ive r  o v e r  t h e  BBdffS 3  m i l e s  
t h e n c e  a c r o s s  t h rough  B l u f f s  t o  Salmon C r e e K  



Road T o l e r b l y  Good,,Sandy f o r  t h e  f i rs t  t h r e e  m i l e  
P a s s e  t h e  Warm Spr ingn Days t r a v e l n  5 m i  

j u n c t i o n  
20.  Down Salmon f a l l s  creeK to-.thence 

Salmon of S .R iver  
Down SnaKe River  t o  f a l l s 4 5  m i l e s .  t h e n c e  a c r o s s  
B l u f f s  ove r  Sage P l a n e  t o  SnaKe River  1 5  m 
Encamped on B lu f f  on t h e  Sand 1% m i l e s  f rom 
t h e  River  Tremendious Hiqh S t e e p  B lu f f  
t o  Car ry  Watter 1% m i l e s ,  Days T r a v e l ,  20 m i  

RZt- Over High S t e e p  B l u f f s  a b o u t  5 m i  t h e n c e  
Good Road f o r  7 mi11 t o  R ive r  agane  t u r n  - 
o f f  Down Dry Branch t o  camp 2 m i l e s  a f t e r  
l e a v i n g  Roadn T o l e r b l y  Good G r a s s ,  t h rough  
Sand a l l  Day,, Dust  v e r y  Bad. - - 12  m i .  

T ~ a y  o f f  t o  R e s t  C a t t l e .  
-23-Down River  t o  f o r d  c r o s s e d  and 

Encamped 2 m i l e s  on Dry Run Watter 
Only S t and ing  i n  h o l e s .  Dangerous and 
D i f f i c u l t  f o r d  Watter Came i n t o  WaggonS 
Beds ' i n  one o r  two p l a c e s .  c l o t h i n g  g o t  

w e t  i n  a good many WaggonS 
Days t r a v e l  7 m i l e s  

24 t o  camp on Branch 6 o r  7 m i l e s  Day 7 m i  
and Encamped f o r  t h e  Day. Long h i - 1  t o  c l i m e  
an8%%8c% and Sandy,, Good g r a s s  1% m i l e s  
up Branch form Camp Days T r a v e l  7 miS 

T m o v e d  2 m i l e s  up Branch t o  g r a s s  and l a y  
By f o r  t h e  Day t o  R e s t  c a t t l e  
Lb Over Sage P l a n e  5 min to  Branch Good 

Wat te r  no G r a s s  o r  v e r y  l i t t l e l l t h e n c e  t o  o t h e r  
Branch Road RocKy G r a s s  Good and 
Encamped f o r  t h e  DaylrSage f o r  F u l l n  ~ a y s  t r a v  

10 m i  
F D a y  By on A c t t l  of HavinS Being SicK 

Cold on  Lungs v e r y  Bad - 
m a y  By~rHawKinS Worse Expected 

t o  die11 
7 5 - Z  .Hawkins d i e d  20 m i n e t s  a f t e r  

Seven OclocK, Leaving a Wife 

and 5 ~ h i l d r e n , ~ L e f t  camp 
a t  12 OclocK and t r a v e l e d  t o  h o t  
S p r i n g  3 m i l e s ,  t h e n c e  4 m i l e s  t o  
a Branch and Encamped.tota1. 7 m i  
Wat te r  Good, Gra s s ,  t o l e r b l y , P l e n t y  Wood 
Road RocKyll Days t r a v e l  7 m i  

-0 t o  B a n r e l l  creeK 8 m i l e s  Road Rocky 
fom Bare1  C r e e K  4 m i l e s  Sage g i v e s  Out 
ROCK ceased11 Crossed Drv Run Smal l  S D ~ -  
- ing  down Branch a f o r d i n g  v e r y  l i t t l e  Watter 
Encamp o R i ~ r a n c R g n  d w a t t e r  g o t  w a t t e r  



t o  COOK w i t h  By d i g i n g  od Gra s s  and Wood 
a t  Bare1  creeK no G r a s g p E a t e n  o f f  By StocK 
t o  B a r e 1  creeK and t o  Where t h e  Sage 
Ceased Very R O C K Y ~  DayS, , t r ave l  16  m i .  

T f r o m  Dry C r e e K  o v e r  S  G r a n i t e , H i l l S  t o  
c h a r l o t t s  forK 8 m i l e s  sm Gras s  Poor E a t e n  
o f f  By Emigrants  ahead Good Watter 

From c h a r l o t t s  forK a b o u t  2% m i l e s  
t o  Duss Hollow F i r s t r a t e  Gra s s  and Wood 
Watter S c a r c e  Some S t a n d i n g  i n  h o l e s  and 
Got By D ig ingn  Passed  no Runing Wa t t e r  
from Bare1  C r e e K  u n t i l l  W e  S t rucK 
c h a r l o t t s  forK 16  m i n  G ra s s  
D i s t e n c e  T rave l ed  t h e  31,, Road 

v t 1 1 1  - t o  Bo iS i a  River  Road H i l l e y  and 
Some ROCK. Encamped Good Grass  1 6  m i  - 
21, Down R ive r  Road Good But  v e r y  Dusty 

P l e n t y  Wood on t h i s  R ive r  Cottonwoodn 18  m i  - 
%ay By Wai t ing  f o r  companie t o  come 

up t o  J o i n e  u s  4 

m a y  BY 
=own t h e  River  t o  f o r d  o f  BoiS ia  R ive r  9 m i l e  
1 m i l e  and camped m e t  Doct  White and 3 o t h e r .  
Gentlemen from OregonnDays t r a v e l  1 0  m i  
6  S t i l l  down River  Days t r a v e l  - 1 4  m i  
Good Gra s s  a l l  t h e  Way So f a r ,  

7 )  To BoiSia  4 millto f o r d  o f  S .  R ive r  BacK 
t o  Sou th  S i d e  W a t t e r  deep  a b o u t  4% f e e t  
Good f o r d  o t h e r w i s e  c r o s s e d  & Encamped 1 m i  
from f o r d  Grass  Good on a n  I s l a n d , ,  5 m i .  

m r o m  BoiS ia  Over Sage p l a n e  t o M ~ $ 8 8 #  p a s s e d  
no  Wa t t e r  u n t i l 1  C r e e K  - 1 5  m i  

T t o  S u l f e r  S p r i n g  1 0  m i l e s  no Gra s s  on  Wood 
t o  S p r i n g  Branch 1 0  m i l e s  Good Gra s s  
Road Good Some H i l l s  But  no Sand 
Road SolednDays T r a v e l  - 20  m i .  
73')- from Branch over  B l u f f s  t o  Bu rn t  R iver  

abou t  6  m i l e s  and camped Days t r a v e l  6 .  ~~ up River  Road v e r y  Bad Waggon u n S e t t  
Encamped E a r l y  on - t h a t  A c t .  Days t r a v  8  m i  

-TZ;- t r a v e l e d  8  m i l e s  & Encamped Waggon BroKe 
Down,, Days T r a v e l  - - - = 8 m i l e s  



13. f o r  2  o r  3 m i l e s  Bad c r o s s i n g  & Recross ing  River  
Road n a r r o w ~ ~ t h e n c e  up Spr ing  Branch 

and Over mountain Back t o  River  & L e f t  
River  & up Branch t o  camp Days t r a v e l  12 m i  

T l i 5 l e  D i s t ence  up Burn t  River  . - 28 m i  
7Z-J- From Burnt  River  Over mountain up Branch 

Cross Branch t o  n o o n ~ t h e n c e  over  mountain.  
StrucK Spr ing  Branch t o  Where you Leave i t .12m 
Thence o v s r  mountain Div ide  t o  Lone tree v a l l e y  
13  m i l e s  Days  travel^^ 25 m i  

X8 r y  Bad Watter  H e r e  Grass  Good Down t h e  
a l l e y  3  o r  4 m i l e s  & B e t t e r  Wat te r .  

Down v a l l e y  4 m i l e s  X Encamped Oxen mis s ing  
Days T r a v e l  - - 4 m i  

T t o  Powder River  5 p  m i  t o  noon ove r  mout 
t o  River  1+ m i  c r o s s e d , , t o  2 n d f o r ~  1 m i l l &  c rossed  
thence  t o  3  forK of Powder 1 m i l e  c r o s s e d  
Encamped. Good Grass  Wood & Watter  9  m i  - 

-TT; 8 m i l e s  t o  Sp r ing  Branch t o  noon tKence 
Over mountain t o  Small  V a l l e y ~ ~ W a t t e r  & Grass  
t hence  over  mout~Grand  Round moutn- 

Very Bad going down RocKy and S i d e l i n g  
t o  l i t t l e  Grand Round River  i n  t h e  Grand Round 
Val ley  6  mi, , thence 2  m i .  i n  v a l l e y  t o  Sp r ing  
Near f o o t  of mountain,, Days t rave l11  16  m i  

T u p  Va l l ey  t o  f o o t  of  Blue mountl l to noon 
6 m i .  Spr ing  B r a n c h ~ ~ t h e n c e  ove r  moutn 
t o  Big Grand Round River  Road RocKey 
and tremendious moutll t o  go down t o  River  
Very S t eep  and Some ROCK,, Days t r a v e l  16  m i  
19 c ros sed  ~ i v e r  and up mount~lsong & S t e e p  
2  o r  3 m i l e s  & up a n o t h e r  S t i l  S t e e p  no ROCK 
1 o r  2  m i l e s  & down m o u n t ~ ~ s t e e p  Encamped 
i n  hollow a t  f o o t  o f  o t h e r  moutll S t i l l  - 
a Smal l  Seep of Sp r ing  none f o r  StocK 
Days t r a v e l  - P.S. Up Branch, 8 m i l e s  

T o u t  % of a m i l e  w e  found a  S u f f i c i e n c y  
of Wat te r  f o r  our  StocK,, 



Sept  n 

20 up mout,,A over ROCKS a g r e a t  
P a r t  of t h e  Road very S i d e l i n g  & through 
timber Road narow & very CrooKed i n  p l a c e s  
Got t o  camp a t  darK 8 WaggonS t h e  
Balance not  g e t t i n g  t o  Watter till next  
morning,, DayS Travel  Lecd Encampment 1 4  mi le  

' I f ~ a y  By gg Act l l the  Waggons n o t  
Get t ing  ~6 H i l l  ?morning 

-22 from Lecd Encampment t o  t h e  U t i l l a  
River Road much B e t t e r  down Song 
H i l l  t o  River 3 mi les  Not very Steep  t o  
Grass a l l  Eaten o f f  By Indians  Horses 
6 d  Days t r a v e l  1 4  m i  

-23- Down River Road good crossed  it 
and camped Grass Tolerb ly  Days t rav1112 m i  

z 4 o w n  River 1 mile  and assended' Bluff 
over Loong Plane Passing no Watter till 
River Road Good Days t r a v k  1 6  m i  

25 Down River Road good P len ty  
Indians  t o  camp - good Grassn10 m i  

T ~ s s e n d e d  Bluff 1 0  mi les  t o  t h e  
U t i l l a  agane Sand a l l  t h e  Way 
Camped on Same no Wood g i t t i n g  of 
t h e  Indians  Good Grass,, 1 0  m i  

T c r o s s e d  t h e  U t i l l a  Near t h e  mouth 
and down t h e  Columbia t o  noon 8 m i  
L e f t  River throug Sand 6 mi les  and Cro- 
ssed 1% m i .  from River & up Grass none 
a t  River - Days t r a v e l  - 1 4  m i  
X 2 m i .  StrucK River down t h e  Same 

t o  Camp About 8 mi les  Sand very Bad 
Good Grass and cand Some D r i f t  Wood 
DayS Travel  - 8 m i  
29  Down River Good Road 8 mi les  t o  
Noon StrucK Sand S t i l l  Down River t o  camp 
6 mi les  No Grass But Dry Branch Some l i t t l e  

D r i f t  Wood 1 4  m i  

Septl130 1845 
Down River 2% mi les  t o  Dry Run Some 

Watter i n  Holes Good Grass Some Small Willow 
f o r  Fuel ,  Assended Bluf f s  and over 



P l a n e  t o  R i v e r  1 2 %  m i l e s  R o a d  G o o d  a f t e r  
G e t t i n g  on B l u f f s .  D a y s T r a v e l  --- 15 m i  
E n c a m p e d  on  R i v e r  D r y  G r a s s  no Wood 

. . 
O c t , t h e  1 - U p  H o l l o w  assended B l u f f  

- thence Down R i v e r  2  m i l e s  
B a c K  t o  R i v e r  3 m i l e s , / ( t h e n c e  u p / i B l u f f  and t o  R i v e r  
agane 5 m i l e s  and c a m p e d  G r a s s  To le rb ly  
G o o d .  D r i f t  Wood, D a y s  t r ave l  --- 1 0  m i l e s  

L o w n  R i v e r  6 m i l e s  t o  noon thence  up 
m o u n t a i n  L o n g  Steep H i l l  R o u n d  B l u f f  
R o a d  R o c K y  i n  places Down L o n g  Stee 

t r a v  H i l l  t o  John D a y s  R i v e r  4 m i l e S n D a y f 0  ,, 
j U p  L o n g  H i l l  and O v e r  P l ane  R o a d  

G o o d  t o  Camp i n  H o l l o w  G r a s s  G o o d  B u t  
N o  Watter nor  W o o d n D a y s  t ravn  1 2  m i  

4 up t h e  H i l l  D o w n  H o l l o w  about  2 . m i l e S  
t o  t h e  R i g h t  of t h e  R o a d  Down S a m e  H o l l o w  
t o  a Spr ing  and S o m e  Wood. O v e r  
plane t o  R i v e r  5 m i  a 4 m i . t o  Watter 
f r o m  R o a d  t hence  Down R i v e r  t o  t h e  
S h u t e S  R i v e r  3 m i 1 1 D a y S  t r ave l  1 0  m i  
C r o s s  f i r i n g  t h e  Waggons i n  C a n o a  
D a n a e r o u s  ford  S w i f t  C u r r e n t .  

-5-fray B y  till a l l  g o t  across - 
6 U p  m o u t  and over p lane  t o  

S m a l l  C r e e K  6 m i l e s  thence  u p  
H i l l  t o  Spr ing  B r a n c h  1 m i l e  
G o o d  G r a s s  t o  t h e  C o l u m b i a  3 m i l e s  
Down R i v e r  t o  t h e  Miss ion  2  m i l e s  
D a y s  t r a v e l  --- --- --- 1 2  m i  
H e r e  t o  t a K e  Watter 
3 ' or  4 m i l e s  B e l o w  t h e  

D a l l e S  



L e t t e r  t o :  C .C .  & W.B. Walker o r  A . J .  Doak 
Oregon C i t y  W i l l i m e t t  Val ley  
Oregon T e r r i t o r y  

By t h e  p o l i t e n e s s  of  M r  
Brown of Lincoln Co Mo 

from: Walter  M. Walker 

(from o r i g i n a l  owned by Byron J .  Purv ine)  

Pike County Missour i  A p r i l  t h e  6 t h  1846 

No.1 
Dear Bro the r s  & Cousins.  I t a k e  t h i s  o p o r t i n i t y  t o  i n  

form you of t h e  ocur rences  of  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  a s  it is  a l l m o s t  
1 2  months Since you took l e a v e  of  f r i e n d  & r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
count ry  and took up t h e  l i n e  of march f o r  t h a t  d i s t e n t  l and  
of  Milk & Salmon, which i s  e x c i t i n g  So much i n t r e s t  i n  t h e  
S t a t e s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  T h e i r  has  been l i t t l e  e l s e  done i n  
Congress t h i s  Winter thhn thk d e b a t i n g  the  Oregon n o t i c e  
t o  t e rmina t e  t h e  j o i n t  ocupency now e x i s t i n g  betwen t h e  two 
c o u n t r i e s  and has  been f o r  y e a r s ,  T.he r e s o l u t i o n s  o r  n o t i c e  
posed t h e  house by a  m a j o r i t y  of t h r e e  t o  one,  Vote And t h u s  
Democrats f o r  1 2 0 ,  a g a i n s t  1 6 ,  Whigs f o r  38 ,  a g a i n s t  37,  
Nat ivs  f o r  5 ,  a g a i n s t  1, Democrats who voted a g a i n s t  t h e  
Not ice  was 8 from V i r g i n i a  6 from South Ca ro l ina  - 2 from 
Alabama, a l l  from t h e  South ,  Whigs f o r  it was from New York 
6 ,  Pennsylvania  8 ,  Ohio 7 K . Y . 6 ,  New J e r s e y  2 ,  North Ca ro l ina  
2 ,  t h e  ba lance  S c a t t e r i n g  So you can  See how p a r t i e s  Stand 
on t h a t  S u b j e c t ,  t h e  g r e a t  mass of  t h e  people  i n  t h e  wes t  
go f o r  t h e  whole of Oregon, t hose  t h a t  a r e  opposed a r e  Whigs 
gene r ly .  The Not ice  has  n o t  pased t h e  Sena te  t h e  l a s t  
accounts .  which was March 2 1 ,  and from r e c e n t  ocur rences  
I t h i n k  i t  was d o u b t f u l  whether i t  w i l l  p a s s  o r  n o t ,  The 
Champions i n  t h e  Sena te  f o r  Oregon a r e  M r  Al len  of Ohio & 
Hannegan o f  Ind iana  they  a r e  a  h o s t ,  Benton has  Sa id  b u t  
l i t t l e  on t h e  S u b j e c t  I am n o t  p o s i t i v l y  c e r t a i n  whether 
he goes f o r  t h e  Whole o r  t o  t h e  49  p a r i l e l  - I hope t h e  
Not ice  w i l l  p a s s  - I n  Texas t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  S e t t l e d  by 
Texas being admited a s  one of t h e  S t a t e s  of  t h i s  Union. She 
has  formed a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  E l e c t e d  a  S t a t e  , L e g i s l a t u r e ,  
United S t a t e s  Sena to r s  & Congressman. Govenor a l s o  - 
Emegratian i s  pouring i n  t o  Texas vary  f a s t  from t h e  
Southern S t a t e s  g e n e r a l l y .  Samuel Schooler  went t o  Texas 
l a s t  Summer l i k e s  t o l e r a b l y  w e l l .  Will iam Linsey I unders tand 
has gon t h e r e  1 a t l e y ; r e p o r t  S a i s  t h a t  he g o t  h i s  hand i n  
t o  Somebodys pockec t ,  and 78 d o l l a r s  Stuck t o  it. which he  
was forced  t o  g i v e  up - t hen  ho t o  Texas t o  j o i n  t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  v i l l a n s  i t  i s  a  g r e a t  p i t t y  t h a t  S i l v e r  w i l l  have 
Such a t t r a c t i o n  - I have n o t  heard of ally person  going 
t o  Oregon t h i s  year  from Pike  a l l  t hose  who t a l k e d  of go ing  
have dec l ined  u n t i l 1  n e x t  Sp r ing ,  Some of them may go then ,  



I t h i n k  it u n c e r t a i n ,  A g r e a t  many persons  want t o  S e l l  
t h e i r  l ands  and 'go t o  Texas & Some t o  Oregon F J C a l l i s  
Joseph S c o t t  A.  Hoff J A Norton Some o t h e r s  a r e  va ry  
anxious t o  S e l l  a l l  f o r  Texas where game i s  p l e n t y ,  t h e i r  
l ands  a r e  d u l l  S a l e ,  Benjamin Gibson has  Sold h i s  farm and 
i s  gon o r  w i l l  Soon go t o  Texas. Lands a r e  low, a l l  though 
t h e r e  has  been two t r a c t s  Sold f o r  good p r i c e s  Benson 
Ba i l ey  Sold h i s  farm o r  a  p a r t  of i t  a t  p r i v e t  S a l e  4 0  
a c r e s  t o  S t a d l y  f o r  $500, Thomas S t a r k  bought t h e  remaining 
80 a c r e s  a t  S h e r i f f  S a l e  f o r  10$ & 1 2 . 1  & p e r  a c r e  Ba i l ey  
has  moved t o  P ike  Co I l l ,  John C .  Henry Bot Gehu S i n k l e r s  
Farm 80 a c r e s  l a s t  f a l l .  pa id  f o r  i t  1200$ g o t  pos ses s ion  
1 March, S i n k l e r  i s  going t o  P ike  Co I l l ,  near  John Venable,  
Old lady  Trimbls farm was Sold l a s t  f a l l  a t  S h e r i f f  S a l e  
$4 ,67c t s  p e r  a c r e .  I doe n o t  r e c o l e c t  of any more S a l e s  
be inf  a f f e c t e d ,  Yes. Thos J Bai rd  Esqr  of Louis iana Sold 
h i s  Lincon farm which he pa id  2000$ f o r .  f o r  1500$ and S e l l  
i t s  him S e l f  i n  Lou i s i ana ,  he has  b r i c k  b u r n t  t o  p u t  up 
a  l a r g e  Hote l  48 f e e t  by 68,- a  number of o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  
going up t h i s  Season. Hardin & Bryson p u t  up a  l a r g e  
Br ick  House on t h e  l o t  fo rmer ly  owned by Wm. H .  C a r r o l e ,  
E .  D .  Drapers p u t  up a  l a r g e  Br ick .  Wm. Burbr idg a  good 
Frame House. S e v e r a l  o t h e r s  was p u t  up,  Byers C a r r o l l  i s  
appointed p a s t  mas te r  a t  Lou i s i ana ,  Draper r e s igned  Joseph 
Richison & Kenedy t h e  Grocer ,  p e t i t i o n e d  boa th  f a i l e d  
one be ing  a  S o f t .  t h e  o t h e r  Keeping a  grog Shop - c o n s i d e r a b l e  
exc i tement  about  town a  bou t  t h e  appointment .  Yes. B . H .  
Boon Son of t h e  Hon. R Boon was a  p e t i t i o n e r  a l s o ,  he was 
one of them S o f t s  t o o ,  Robert  Watson has  p u t  up a  Steam Saw 
m i l l  a t  Louisiana,-Old John S i d w e l l  & l i t t l e  J ack  S idwe l l  
have g i v e  up t h e i r  p a r t  of  t h e  mamoth Saw & g r i s t  m i l l  
on Buffa lo .  John S McConnell S t i l l  ho lds  on ,  None of them 
doing  any good more than  u s u a l  - Your Old f r i e n d  P a t r i c  
Conaughty i s  one of t h e  g r e t e s t  Oregon men of t h e  p r e s e n t  
day.  Oregon, yes  t h e  whole of i t ,  he i s  t i c k l e d  w i t h  t h e  
Idea  of war w i t h  England then  i s  t h e  t ime  f o r  t h e  I r i s h  
Lads t o  g a i n  t h e i r  freedom, Shake o f f  t h e  B r i t t i s h  Yoke 
dade J. blood & nouns b u t  t h e  I r i s h  boys would p l a y  a  
Smashing game w i t h  John B u l l  d e c l a r  t o  go P a t r i c k  Sends 
h i s  wishes  t o  you a l l ,  f o r  your Hea l th ,  p r o s p e r i t y ,  and 
h a p i n e s s ,  from t h e  va ry  bottom of h i s  S o l e ,  a  warmer f r i e n d  
You have n o t  i n  a l l  America, he has  been broking  hemp f o r  
me a t  M r  Jumps, he i s  va ry  much p l eased  w i t h  t h e  fami ly  - 
p a t  S a i s  i f  t h e  t ime eve r  comes t h a t  he c a n ,  he i s  f o r  
Oregon c e r t a i n  I have r ecd  f o r e  l e t t e r s  from you S ince  
you l e f t  one from Independence one from Caw Rive r ,  One 
from f o r t  Larame which come t o  hand abou t  August One from 
320 m i l e s  West of f o r t  Hale brought  i n  by Docr E .  White which 
was w r i t t e n  on t h e  4 S e p t r  was r e c d .  1 Decr,  which brought  
us  t h e  g l ad  t i d i n g s  t h a t  you had g o t  on ,  w i t h o u t  much 
d i f f i c u l t y ,  and en joy ing  good h e a l t h  when it was pened,  we 
anxious ly  look forward f o r  t h e  t ime t o  r o l e  around when we 
expec t  a n o t h e r ,  You a r e  e q u a l l y  anxious  t o  hea r  from 
Missour i  I have no doubt .  The l e t t e r  which you Speak of 
i n  your S e p t r  l e t t r ,  w r i t t e n  by A . J .  Doak t o  h i s  Fa the r  has  
n o t  come t o  hand, Aunt Lydia a t  our  house now & 4 days  ago 



Uncle John & Family a r e  w e l l  e x c e p t  c o l d ,  have  been w e l l  
g e n e r l y  S i n c e  you l e f t .  Aunt Lydia  S a i s  She b e l i e v s  Uncle 
John would S t a r t  t o  Oregon i f  he  cou ld  f i x  and g i t  t h e  

' f a m i l y  i n  t h e  n o t i o n  Daugherty & f a m i l y  a r e  w e l l ,  Cousin 
C a r o l i n e  was mar r i ed  i n  October  l a s t  t o  M r  Waggoner, 
f o rmer ly  from S t  C h a r l s  coun ty  Mo. he  i s  a  man of Some 
p r o p e r t y .  & Steady  f e l l o w  - i t  i s  t hough t  She h a s  done w e l l .  
t h e  r e s t  a r e  S i n g l e .  Reese l e f t  Home . l a s t  f a l l  no pe r son  
knew whar he  was go ing  o r  whar he  was gon. r e p o r t  S a i d  a t  
one t i m e  t h a t  he  was drowned, i n  Feby l a s t  I r e c d  a  l e t t e r  
from him r i t t e n  on t h e  31  day  o f  Decr 1845 a t  a  p l a c e  
c a l l e d  S t i l l w a t e r  l a k e  S t  Cro ix  Wisconsin  he  wro te  t h a t  
he  was va ry  S i c k  & was i n  t h e  room w i t h  a  p h i s i c i a n  he  a l s o  
wro t e  t h a t  t h e  yea r  was n e a r l y  gon & So was he .  t h e  Docr 
wro t e  t h a t  t h e i r  was t e n  chances  f o r  him t o  d i e  t o  one t o  
l i v e .  by t h e  f i r s t  o f  March he  a l s o  S t a t e d  t h a t  he  would bee  
down on t h e  f i r s t  Boat  t h i s  S p r i n g  i f  fie l i v e d  I have n o t  
hea rd  of  any Boat  r e t u r n i n g  y e t .  t h e  Docr S a i d  he  would 
w r i g h t  i f  he  g o t  worse  b u t  I have hea r ed  n o t h i n g  of  him 
S i n c e  h i s  p a r e n t s  a r e  va ry  uneasy abou t  him. 

W . M .  Walker 

A p r i l  1 2 t h  1846 

No.2, Aspec t s ,  Weather ,  Crops e tc  - From t h e  20 Apl u n t i l l  
t h e  1 0  of  June  was v a r y  f i n e  f o r  f a rming  pu rpose s  & c r o p s  
o f  c o r n  & wheat  looked p romis ing  10 June  comensed r a i n i n g  
v a r y  ha rd  - r a i n e d  13,14.15.16.17.18 heavy & r a i n e d  19- 
2 0 , 2 1 .  2 2  c l e a r e d  i n  evn ing  warm, 23 heavy r a i n  2 4  Rain  - 
(25  no r a i n  b u t  i t  thundered)  26 S o r t e r  c l e a r  & c loudy .  
Rained 27 a l l  n i g h t  28 R,,in morning- 29 r a i n e d  a t  n i g h t ,  
30 c l e a r  & p l e a s a n t ,  J u l y  1 r a i n e d  v a r y  h a r d  Some h a i l  
2 r a i n e d  ha rd  i n  evn ing  Shower. 3  c l e a r e d  o f f  and t u r n e d  
v a r y  h o t ,  Vary d r y  & h o t  b o u t  l a s t  J u l y  & f i r s t  August .  
Wheat i n g e r e d  Some w i t h  t h e  r u s t .  c o r n  i n g e r e d  by t h e  
d r o u g h t .  a f t e r  t h e  w e t  S p e l l  t h e  ground baked h a r d ,  t h e  
wea ther  wast remdious  h o t  abou t  1 S e p t r  murcury Stood i n  
t h e  temometer on t h e  4 S e p t r  a t  92 degees  i n  t h e  Shade 
& 115 i n  t h e  Sun - t u r n e d  c o o l  Soon,  c o n t i n e  f i n e  we ther  
u n t i l l  t h e  23 Novr w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  Some l i t t l e  c o o l  
a t  n i g h t .  23 Win te r  commenced i n  e a r n e s t  con t i nued  Snowing 
f r e e z i n g  blowing & S e v e a r l y  c o l d  t o  D e c r  1 Murcury S too  2 0  
d e g r e e s  below Zero i n  moring t h e  c o l d e s t  t h a t  h a s  been f o r  
5  o r  6 y e a r s  - w i n t e r  c o n t i n u e d  till t h e  2 0 .  moderated 
& g o t  p l e a s a n t  f i n e  w i n t e r  wea ther  till t h e  20 Jany  Snow 
f i l l  10 Inches  deep  Snow thawed o f f  mudy d i s a g r e e a b l e  
r a i n e y  t o  t h e  f i r s t  c o o l  o f  Feby good wether  t o  12.13 
Snowed w i n t e r y  t o  15 Snowed 19 Snowed a l l  day  and p a r t  of  
n i g h t  2 0 , 2 1 , 2 2 ,  Snowed, t o  March 1st  S e v e a r l y  c o l d  Snow 
8  i n c h e s  deep  from f i r s t  t o  t h e  1 0  March good wea ther  from 
t h a t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  of  A p r i l  was Cold Snowey f r e e z i n g  Blowing 



Rainey muddy d i s a g r e e a b l e  weather  from t h e  1st Apl t o  t h e  
6 th  f a i r  f i n e  g ro ing  w i t h  t h i s  day r a i n s  & blows a l l  day 
warm Comensed Sowing Oat ,  30 March, have 2 a c r e s  t o  Sow 
y e t . .  t h e  wheat c rop  looks  b e t t e r  t han  I have any r e c o l e c t i o n  
of See ing  i t  a t  t h i s  t ime  of t h e  yea r  - I made a  bou t  200 
bushe l s  wheat l a s t  y e a r  it was Some inge red  w i t h  t h e  r u s t  
a l s o  about  500 bushe ls  Oats  was va ry  good, meadow t o l e r a b l e  
good, p l e n t y  of  co rn  and Some t o  S e l l  a f t e r  f a t n i n g  45 
head of hogs 20 which averaged over  200 l b s .  Pork was worth 
from t h r e e  t o  $3.50.  I g o t  3$ f o r  mine I Sold 4600 l b s .  
Bakened about  1200 l b s  more t h a n  w e  w i l l  u s e  i n  t h e  pork 
I comensed f e e d i n g  i n  S e p t r  and f e d  on till about  t h e  f i r s t  
of Jany 1846. F r u i t  was Csearce  no peaches of consequence 
$he Old a p p l e  Orcheds f a i l e d  i n  t o ,  t o ,  t h e  young Orcheds 
had a  good many app le s  I Sold a p p l e s  a t  $2.50 p e r  b a r r e l 1  - 
I s o l d  abou t  $110 worth  w e  has  Some g reen  a p p l e s  y e t ,  
wish you had a  f i ew j u s t  over  t h a r  I moved on t h e  23 day 
of November t o  t h e  Todd farm I had t h e  new house f i x e d  So 
t h a t  we a r e  l i v i n g  i n  it I g o t  it chinked daubed Br i ck  
Chimney lower & upper f l o o r s  t h e  passage  i s  n o t  f i n i s h e d  
I could n o t  g i t  p l ank ,  I had t h e  Small  Cabbin f i n i s h e d  
of nicl-ey I have t h e  upper bottom f i e l d  Sowed i n  wheat & 
Oats & Sowed down i n  c l o v e r  & t imothy I have Sowed abou t  4 
a c r e s  i n  Oats  & c l o v e r  below t h e  house t h e  poor p o i n t  Some 
body broke t h e  door o f f  t h e  Old House S t o l e  t h e  l ock .  
Box of c l o t h s  l e f t  f o r  Mary. and ev ry  t h i n g  (Box & Barrel.1) 
t h a t  was l e f t .  t h e r e  i s  r o g e s  a  bou t  - I d i d  n o t  p l a n t  
Tobaco l a s t  Sp r ing  p l a n t s  f a i l e d  - I Sowed 6  a c r e s  i n  hemp 
ground i n  good o r d e r  t h e  r a i n  drowned it o u t  I have i t  a l l  
broke o u t  a  bout  100 l b s  t o  t h e  a c r e  and t h a t  w i t h  $2.50 
p e r  cwt.  g r e a t  c r o s s i n g  t h a t  There was Some f i n e  Tobaco 
made l a s t  Year. by t h o s e  who had p l a n t s  and r o l i n g  o r  d r y  
l and ,  Tobaco i s  S e l l i n g  a t  from 2 t o  5  D o l l a r s  d e l i v r e d  a t  
C l a r k s v i l l e  AG Gourley Sold  h i s  c r o p  round f o r  $4.38 Lugs 
and a l l .  Gourley has  been S i c k  a l l  most h a l f  t h e  t ime S i n c e  
you l e f t ,  The S ickness  of t h i s  coun t ry  h a s  been t r u l y  
d i s t r e s s i n g  Spr ing  Summer f a l l  & t h i s  w i n t e r ,  a l l  S o r t s  
of d i s e a s e s ,  a l l  most ,  i n  t h e  S p r i n g  Lung f e v e r .  t h e n  t h e  
Hooping Cough, t hen  a  bowel compla in t  fol lowed which proved 
f a t a l  w i th  a  g r e a t  many c h i l G r e n ,  t hen  c h i l l s  & f e v e r s  o r  
b i l l i o u s  f e v e r ,  then  come t h e  Slow b u t  Sure  typus  f e v e r .  
t h e n  t o  c l o s e  t h e  Seasons & d i s t r e s s e s  of w i n t e r ,  t h e  
mease l s ,  i n  t h e i r  most mal ignant  c h a r a c t e r ,  You may t h i n k  
t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  a l l  hollow a f l e c t i o n s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e a l i t i e s ,  
b u t  when you look over  t h e  l i s t  of t h o s e  who have p a i d  
t h e  d e b t  we a l l  have t o  pay Sooner o r  l a t e r  ( t o  Say no th ing  
about  t hose  who recovered)  you w i l l  f e e l  S a t i s f i e d  t h a t  I 
am n o t  wr igh t ing  t o  f i l l  up Space - o r  t o  add a la rm t o  your 
a l l  redy p re jud iced  mind a g a i n s t  Missour i  -. t h e  whole S t o r y  
i n  Sad r e a l i t i e s  t o  a  c e r t a n t y  - 

Bi rdo in  H .  C a r r o l l  who had j u s t  moved t o  Bowling Green 
f o r  h e a l t h  took t h e  t h e  B i l l i o u s  f e v e r  va ry  Suden t ly  & 
Sevea r ly  d i e d  i n  about  50 hours  a f t e r  t h e  a t a c t  on t h e  9 t h  



of May, h i s  f ami ly  moved t o  I l l i n o i s  n o t  f a r  from J a c k s o n v i l l e  
l a s t  f a l l  b u t  Robert  he  i s  working a  bou t  Louis iana  I Seen 
Reas a  f i ew days a  go,  t h e  fami ly  was a l l  w e l l  a t  t h a t  t ime 
Old Hines C .  Washam i n  May of Lung f e v e r  o r  p l u r i c y  - t h e  
widdow would m a r r i e  i f  a  good chance would p r e s e n t  i t s  S e l f -  
M r s  Cuningham d i e s  of Lung f e v e r  i n  May, C la ibo rne  your 
l i t t l e  b l ack  G i r l  Minty d i e d  on t h e  5  of June of Lung f e v e r  
& Hooping Cough un igh ted  took t h e  f e v e r  f i r s t  then  t h e  
Hooping cough when She was vary week & j u s t  Smuthered 
i n  a  S p e l l  of coughing She was p e r f e c t l y  a  war t h a t  She 
was going t o  d i e  a  S h o r t  t ime b e f o r e  h e r  d e s o l u t i o n  She 
c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  f ami ly  up t h a t  was by,  and s e n t  f o r  t h o s e  t h a t  
was o u t  and b i d  them a l l  a  f i n a l  & e v e r l a s t i n g  f a r w e l l  and 
t o l d  them n o t  t o  g r i e v e  a f t e r  h e r ,  b u t  t o  p r e p a i r  t o  Meet h e r  
i n  Heaven f o r  She was go ing  home, t o l d  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  
t o  bee good t h a t  She could  S t ay  no longer  w i t h  them h e r e .  
t h e n  c l o s e d  h e r  eyes  i n  e t e r n a l  S l eep  - a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
was taken abou t  t h e  Same t ime Anderson was bad ,  Betsy I d i d  
n o t  expec t  h e r  t o  r ecove r  a t  a l l ,  L i t t l e  E len  was taken  
w i t h  t h e  lung f e v e r  a t  t h e  Same t i m e ,  we g o t  t h e  f e v e r  
broke & h e r  a p p e t i t e  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  t h e  f e v e r  t hen  took t h e  
Hooping cough. She coughed & S p i t  & S t r a i n e d  u n t i l 1  She 
was t h e  p o o r e s t  human bee ing  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I eve r  Saw, 
and on t h e  n i g h t  of t h e  15 June.  She took  a  bad S p e l l  of 
coughing & coughed a s  long a s  s t r e n g h t  & b r e a t h  l a s t e d  & 
c l o s e d  t h e  Seen f o r  e v e r ,  w i t h  h e r ,  She t o l d  u s  a l l  t h e  
t ime a f t e r  minty d i e d  t h a t  She vould never g e t  w e l l  b u t  
would go t o  j o i n  h e r  l i t t l e  S i s s  - Louisa  was va ry  bad 
f o r  a  long t ime b u t  recovered  & i s  a  h e a l t h y  c h i l d .  L i t t l e  
Mary V i r g i n i a  took t h e  H .  Cough a t  t h e  t ime t h e  r e s t  took 
i t  & She was as near  gon a t  two d i f f e r e n t  t imes  a s  She eve r  
can  bee Not t o  d i e ,  I gave h e r  o u t  t h e  l a s t  t ime ,  t h e  Doctor 
k e p t  working w i t h  h e r  and f i n a l l y  b rought  h e r  t o o  aga in  - She 
recovered a f t e r  a  long t ime of  coughning & She a l s o  took 
t h e  bowel compla in t  a t  t h e  Same t i m e  and was va ry  low 
wi th  t h a t  - which d i s s e a s e  proved f a t a l  t o  a  number of Small  
c h i l d r e n  -Thomas A l l i s o n  l o s t  one of h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  D.W. 
Hemphil-l one John Cuningham two, E l l  Holland One, & a  g r e a t  
many b l ack  c h i l d r e n  a l l  w i t h  t h e  Hooping cough & Rowel 
compla in t ,  August 3 John Burns was Drowned i n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  
River  him & Reese C a r r o l l  was i n  a  canoe t o  g e t h e r  (Burns 
was Drinking)  he t u rned  t h e  canoe over  Reese he ld  on t o  
t h e  canoe w i t n  one hand & paddled t o  S o r e  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  a l l  
most gon,  Burns Swam abou t  a f t e r  h i s  h a t  & padd le s ,  took  
t h e  cramps & Sunk,- Aug 1 9  J e s s e  Shaw Son of Old B i l l y  Shaws 
become d i s s a t i s f i e d  o r  Deranged took two p i s t o l s  hunted a  
Secluded p l a c e  i n  t h e  woods & Shot  him S e l f  i n  t h e  mouth, it 
was n i n e  days b e f o r e  he  could bee found,  and then  on ly  
by t h e  Smell  a s  i t  was loud .  S e p t r  1 4  M r  G r i m r n e t t s  Old 
Black o r  Yellow woman of Fever - S e p t r  17 Hope A l l i s o n  of 
l i v e r  compla in t  - S e p t r  Mrs Miles  Washam - of f e v e r ,  George 



Burns of f e v e r ,  h e  had moved t o  I l l i n o i s  - Old M r  Hol land of 
f e v e r ,  George P i t z e r s  w i f e  O c t r  30 ,  i n  c h i l d  bed 8  h o u r s  
a f t e r  t a k e n  Gad Chapen on 2nd Novr of consumpt ion,  Old 
Henry L y t e r  of  of  c l u m e t  of  o r  from t h e  u s e  o f  Alcaho l - ,  
M i s s  I z e t t a  McQuerry of  t y p u s  f e v e r  on t h e  29 O c t r ,  M r  
Alex Norton on t h e  f i r s t  d a y  of  J a n y  1846 o f  h i s  o l d  
d i s e s ,  which was h i s  b i r t h  d a y ,  Cap t  Vaughan on t h e  8  J a n y  
of a n  a b s e s s  i n  t h e  S i d e ,  Henry P o r t e r  t h e  Lawyer of 
c o n j e s t i v e  c h i l l  - 6 Feby,  a f t e r  be.ing t i g h t ,  M r  Samuel 
Ruby l o s t  two of h i s  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  d i e d  v a r y  
S u d e n t l y ;  t a k e n  j u s t  w i t h  p a i n  i n  t h e  head i n  t h e  e v n i n g  & 
d i e d  n e x t  morning a  number of  young p e o p l e  d i e d  w i t h  t h e  
Same d i s s e a s e  i n  t h e  neighborhood of  F r a n k p o r t .  A lexr  
A l l i s o n s  w i f e  d i e d  a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t  of  Feby - t h e  1 0 ,  Old 
l a d y  T r i m b l e ,  o f  f e v e r  & p a l s y . ,  v a r y  S u d e n t l y  Frank was 
i n  Kentucky a t  t h e  t i m e  Frank was a t t e n d i n g  t h e  L e c t u r e s  & 
J a n e  K . Y .  Ladyism f o r  MBrans 

A p r i l  1 2 t h  1846 

No. 3 ,  M i s s  Nancy Smith d i e d  on t h e  26 Feby. o f  Cold and 
Measles .  M i s s  Deany McQua-rry a f t e r  a  l o n g  & p a i n f u l  S p e l l  
of  Typhus Fever .  She d i e d  a t  G a r r e t t  Goodmans. J a n e  
McQuay was l y i n g  v a r y  low a t  home, a t  t h e  Same t i m e  w i t h  
t h e  Same f e v e r .  She h a s  r e c o v e r e d ,  John Washams o l d e s  Son 
l a y  Some 6  weeks w i t h  t h e  Same f e v e r  a t  t h e  Same t i m e  he  
was v a r y  low, a l l  t h e  f a m i l y  had it I b e l i e v e  b u t  John 
himsel: - M r  H a r r i s o n  P r i c e  on t h e  17 March of Cold & 
Meas les ,  I c o u l d  name a  number of o t h e r s  who have  d i e d  
i n  t h e  coun ty  Some you was a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  and Some you 
war n o t ,  Doctor  Mulbery d i e d  l a s t  S e p t r  a t  Middletown M r s  
Merywether l o s t  6  o r  7  n e g r o e s ,  Shaw Some 2  o r  3- a  good 
many more d i e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  r o u n d ,  A g r e a t  many war S i c k  
t h a t  r e c o v e r e d ,  Old B i l l y  Brown was S i c k  Some 2  months 
w i t h  f e v e r ,  n o t  S t o u t  y e t ,  Henry S c h o o l e r  was v a r y  low 
George Brown was v a r y  low. Wi l l i am P .  McCune l a y  f o r  6  
weeks w i t h  t h e  f e v e r  l a s t  f a l l ,  h e  was v a r y  b a d ,  Old J o .  
S c o t t ,  4 o f  R o b e r t  F u l l e r t o n s  f a m i l y  was a l l  bad w i t h  
f e v e r ,  Old Lady Norton h a s  had t h e  c h i l l s  & f e v e r  a l l  f a l l  
& w i n t e r ,  a t  t i m e s  She S a i s  it Seams t o  h e r  t h a t  you a r e  
n o t  gon y e t ,  She c a n t  t e l l  t h e  c a u s e  though She h a s  n o t  
n o r  c a n n o t  See you,  B i l l y  Nor ton i s  S t i l l  S i n g l e  - So i s  
t h e  widdow, Ben G i b l e s  i s  l i v i n g  t h e r e  y e t ,  h e  S a i s  h e  i s  
S o r r y  he  d i d  n o t  go  w i t h  you l a s t  S p r i n g ,  Old Man Jump 
t a l k e d  & worked till he  took  t h e  c h i l l s  & f e v e r  he  t a l k e d  
it a way a g a i n ,  h e  had a  S e v e a r  S p e l l  of  t h e  rheumatism 
t h i s  w i n t e r  M i s s  Rachel  Walker h a s  had t h e  c h i l l s  & f e v e r  
S i n c e  t h e y  moved down I am w e l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  
t h e  Old Lady i s  one  of t h e  f i n e s  o l d  l a d y  t h a t  I e v e r  
become a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h ,  I have  been t h e r e  a  good d e a l  t h i s  
w i n t e r  b r a k i n g  hemp g i t t i n g  o u t  wheat  & o a t s  g e t h e r i n g  c o r n  
e t c  - t h e  Boys a r e  f i n e  f e l l o w s  Salnuel S p i r e s  i s  l i v i n g  i n  
t h e  House where Ambros F r y e r  l i v e d  on g ranneys -b ranch ,  



he t a l k s  of moving up t o  Macon county  t h i s  Sp r ing  Venably 
& Hughs a r e  S t i l l  a t  law, t h e i r  f i g h t i n g  Scrap  was t r y e d  
l a s t  f a l l  t h e  j u r y  hung. it was t r i e d  l a s t  week a g a i n  
J u r y  hung aga in  6 t o  6 - Old Andy & P e t e r  Minor took a  
l i t t l e  c u f f i n g  match y e s t e r d a y  a t  c o u r t  P e t e r  hounsed h i s  
ghos t  Some P e t e r  was n o t  Scra tched  n e t h e r  bad h u r t  - 
Cla iborne  I Sold your Horse t o  Adel ty  Pha r r  f o r  f o u r t y  
D o l l a r s ,  on S i x  months, - I c o n s i d e r  him va ry  good. I 
could  n o t  cash  him a t  a l l ,  Bob Browning pa id  $19.50 on 
h i s  n o t e  l a s t  Jany ,  I t h i n k  he w i l l  pay t h e  ba l ance ,  he  i s  
S t i l l  l i v i n g  wi th  M r  John Smith.  Old John l o s t  h i s  negro 
man Lewis l a s t  w i n t e r  of Cold & f e v e r  I suppose - Rob McCay 
has  n o t  pa id  t h e  money f i r  t h e  wood y e t  I i n t e n d  Serv ing  
him Soon i f  he  dont  pay i t ,  he i s  Sa id  t o  bee good b u t  
Slow I d i d  n o t  Heigher o u t  Sam & cash  l a s t  y e a r ,  a s  it was 
l a t e  i n  f a c t  no wether  f o r  Shipping tobaco  u n t i l 1  t h e  wet 
wether i n  June ,  May was va ry  d r y  excep t  Showers which 
d i d  n o t  b r i n g  tobaco i n  o r d e r  I d e l i v e r e d  your tobaco 
t o  Luke a s  Soon a s  it was Shiped 1300 on Some f i ew  pounds 
good, about  400 l b s  Lugs - I took my tobaco t o  S t  Louis  
about  t h e  8 t h  of S e p t r ,  One Head brought  3.50 one 2.90 
Lugs 2,25-per hundred - I could  have h ighered  them by t h e  
month t o  Brake Hemp d u r i n g  t h e  warm d r y  wether  a t  abou t  
8$ f o r  Sam & 6 f o r  Cash, b u t  I would n o t  doe it a s  i t  
was va ry  S i c k l y ,  and could  n o t  g i t  any t h i n g  f o r  them 
by t h e  y e a r .  from then  t o  Christmas worth  naming McCune 
had Anderson a  wh i l e  i n  t h e  Summer & f a l l  a f t e r  he  g o t  
ove r  t h e  Hooping cough, I had t o  b r i n g  him home t w i s t  
du r ing  t h e  t ime  he was t h a r e  on t h e  account  of S i ckness  
he  Seemed t o  bee So Stuped & d u l l  t h a t  I concluded n o t  t o  
l e t  him McCune have him a  g a i n ,  a s  he  was n o t  d i sposed  
t o  g i v e  much f o r  h i s  work b e s i d e s  h i s  c l o t h e s  I have him 
a t  home, I heighered Sam t o  Amos S.  G r i f f i t h  f o r  65$ f o r  
t h e  y e a r  he  t o  c l o t h ,  pay d o c t o r s  B i l l s  & l ooz  t ime ,  Sam 
was t aken  on tuesday  March t h e  2 4 ,  w i th  a  c h i l l  & Shake 
then  wi th  p a i n s  and bad cough. Sam thought  h e  was go ing  t o  
d i e  d i r e c t l y .  Sen t  f o r  me a t  One o  c lock  i n  t h e  n i g h t  
of t h e  2 5 ,  a l s o  S e n t  f o r  Doctor Harvey he gave him Some 
medicine which gave Some r e l i e f ,  t hen  blew him he  g o t  
b e t t e r .  on Sunday he  rode  home, Monday evning g o t  v a r y  
bad S e n t  f o r  t h e  Doctor aga in  

Marr iages  
May 1 D e s t r i l l  McClure t o  M i s s  Helen Daughter of Edward 
Emerson a l l  of t h i s  county Aug 5 M r  James G r i m m i t t  t o  M i s s  
Amanda T i l l i t t ,  Capt James Anderson t o  M i s s  Meducia 
Edwards, S e p t r  4 Jack  Disonuke t o  M i s s  Zenne t ta  Jourdan 
S e p t r  25 Will iam Tanner t o  M i s s  Lear Kennedy of Louis iana  
M r  Abraham G r i f f i t h  t h e  gildows son t o  M i s s  E l v i r a  
Warmsley, t hey  l i v e d  t o  g e t h e r  3  o r  4 months & She had a  
c h i l d  f u l l  growen & he l e f t  h e r ,  She i s  l i v i n g  a t  Old 
John Jourdans  E s q r ,  abe a t  Palmyra - S e p t ,  Cgpt Marshe l l  
A l l i s o n  t o  M i s s  Martha Jackson of Lou i s i ana ,  Novr 18 M r  
Thomas McElroy t o  M i s s  L u t i c i a  Daughter of Alexr  Henry, 



on t h e  2 0 ,  James Mackey t o  M i s s  Susan Givens - Decr t h e  4 
M r  J o s i a h  G r i m m i t t  t o  M i s s  Mi l ley  T i l l i t t ,  on t h e  11-, 
B a r t i n  G r i f f i t h  t o  M i s s  E l i z a b e t h  Jewel ,  Decr 3 ,  L.A.  Welch 
t o  M i s s  Ann Jane  Pepper on t h e  18 Decr, Edward E l g i n  t o  
M i s s  P o l l y  E s t i c e  t h e  c o l d e s t  day perhaps  - it was a  va ry  
ausp ic ious  t ime t o  c l o s e  i n  w i t h  Such an arrangement - on 
t h e  8  Jany 1846 James Templeton t o  M i s s  Sarah Wilson 
daugh of Thomas Wilson on t h e  3  Feby Wil l iam Kel ley  t o  
M i s s  Emily P ickens .  on 1 9  March Jack  T r i p l e t t  t o  M i s s  
F r a n c i s  Muse, Same day Har r i son  o r  Hat Fry t o  M i s s  Mat i lda  
Hughs t h e  Queen of t h e  w e s t ,  on Apl 1 Wil l iam H .  C a r r o l l  
t o  M i s s  P o l l y  S t a r k ,  t h e y  was marr ied  a t  n i g h t  nobody t h a r  
b u t  Marshe l l  A l l i s o n  a  Sneaking b u s i n e s s  t h i s ,  Apl 2 M r  
Alexr  M i f l i n  t o  l i t t l e  Fanny Peay,  on t h e  Same day Guss 
Easton Son of Col Easton t o  a  daught r  of Henry P o r t e r  
Dec.. I could name a  good many more, b u t  I w i l l  d rop  
t h a t  S u b j e c t .  A g r e a t  many more wish t o  Marr ie  t h e r e  i s  
one more b i g  John Fry t o  a  daughte r  of Old Amos Thomas 
a t  t h e  Lick - Old Mother McCardie & a l l  h e r  Daughters a r e  
en joy ing  a  S t a t e  of S i n g l e  b l e s sedness  & no p r o s p e c t  
of a  change,  Bluddy Ben goes about  & looks  l i k e  a  mule 
B 1 wi th  no t a i l  p  t hey  a l l  Speak t o  me b u t  Ben, Jam i s  
l r v i n g  a t  o l d  widdow Wesham, r e p o r t  Sa id  t h a t  t hey  would g i t  
mar r ied  I t h i n k  n o t  James Muse has  r e n t e d  h e r  Farm & i s  
l i v i n g  t h e r e  t o o ,  Frank i s  a t  home he i s  more washam than  
e v e r  he t a l k s  of P i l o t i n g  Boats on t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i .  

I r ecd  a  L e t t e r  l a s t  f a l l  from James Ward which i n  formed me 
t h a t  he was marr ied t o  a  M i s s  Will iams of Ryvally on t h e  11 
Aug. 1844, he has  bought a  farm i n  t h e  Same Val ly  - 
& gone t o  hard work and doing w e l l ,  ou r  r e l a t i o n s  i n  
Tazwell  a r e  o r  was a l l  w e l l  Uncle John Thompson Au-nt Poley 
was S t i l l  l i v i n g  Walter  Thompson was b a r l y  making a  l i v i n g  
he was marr ied  t o  a  daughte r  of Wm. Thompson, t hey  had 
1 c h i l d ,  Aunt Marthy Buchanan i s  no more She d i e d  l a s t  
Summer, he  d i d  n o t  S t a t e  t h e  d i s e a s e  - John Buchanan & 
h i s  w i f e  had a  Sevear  S p e l l  of f e v e r  August i s  was do ing  
w e l l .  James Davis who marr ied  Margaret  Ward d i e d  l a s t  yea r  
of c o n j e s t i v e  f e v e r ,  Newton Ward i s  l i v i n g  on t h e  o l d  farm 
wi th  h i s  mother,  he i s  a  S t rong  Methodis t ,  & James Ward has  
t u r n e d  t o  bee Whig. Old Johney Doak & h i s  w i fe  of b l ack  
l i c k  was S t i l l  l i v i n g .  Edley marr ied  t o  a  S t r app ing  b i g  
G i r l  & have 2 o r  3  c h i l d r e n  - Joseph King & Schooler  a r e  
S t i l l  S e l l i n g  goods an hard Sc rabb le  amikng Some money 
Sanford & Henry Crow have opened a  Grocery S t o r e  a t  W i l l i s  
S i d w e l l s ,  t hey  S e l l  Whiskey @ 31./4 p e r  Gal ,  King @ 25 
g r e a t  o p o s i t i o n .  t h e r e  w i l l  bee  a  g e a t  many goods i n  
Louis iana  & C l a r k s v i l l e  t h i s  Sp r ing  c o f f e e  i s  worth 9 t o  
1 0  c t s  Sugar 8  t o  9 c t s ,  S a l t  2.50 f o r  Sack,  wheat i s  worth 
50 t o  55, corn  was worth 25 S h e l l e d  Sacked & d e l i v e r e d  l a s t  
f a l l  b u t  it has  d e c l i n e d  t o  15-cash. 2 0  c t s  i n  goods I 
ingaged Some a t  25/. c t s  Oats a r e  15 & 16 c t s  i n  goods. 
hemp $2.50 p e r  c r a t ,  goods g e n e r a l l y  about  a s  t hey  was 
when you l e f t , .  Horses a r e  va ry  low. good Horses Such a s  
Old Baute S e l l  f o r  a bout  30$ on twelve  months c r e d i t .  



C a t t l e  have r i s e n  Some Milk cows So ld  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  
from 8 t o  12 D o l l a r s .  beef  was wor th  i n  S t  Lou is  2./2 t o  
3 c t s  p e r  l b ,  work S t e e r s  have  n o t  r i s e n  much There  h a s  
been a  g r e a t  demand f o r  S tock  Hogs a s  a lways  i s  when pork  
i s  up - Pork h a s  d e c l i n e d  S i n c e  i n  t h e  f o u r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  
w i n t e r  i n  b b a r r e l l s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i t  i s  t hough t  t h a t  t h o s e  
who bought  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  must b r a k e ,  G.W. J enks  a l s o  
bought  more t h a n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  merchan t s  i n  P i k e  coun ty .  
0. C.  T inker  h a s  q u i t  t h e  S a d l i n g  b u s i n e s s  & comensed 
S e l l i n g  goods ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Doctor  W i s e  of  C l a r k s v i l l e  
t h e y  a r e  i n  Lou i s i ana  - 

There  i s  a  g r e a t  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  what  t h e  S e n a t e  w i l l  d o e  w i t h  
t h e  Oregon N o t i c e s  I f e a r  t h e r e  i s  t o o  many T o r i e s  i n  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  of  t h i s  n a t i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  j u s t  r i g h t s  
of t h i s  Country ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  Oregon, I have 
Some f e a r s  of  James R. P o l k ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  he  i s  n o t  Old 
Hickory.  W e  need j u s t  Such a  man a s  Genl J ackson  Way a t  
t h e  head of  t h i s  Na t ion  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e , .  though 
my f e a r s  may bee  ungrounded abou t  M r  P o l k ,  he  may prove  
t o  bee  e q u a l  t o  t h e  t a s k  and m a i n t a i n  t h e  honor of t h e  
N a t i o n  a t  a l l  & e v r y  h a z z a r d ,  I hope hope he  w i l l ,  I 
b e l i e v e  a l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  i s  a  f i r m  and unb ind ing  
c o u r s e ,  The p r e s i d e n t  recomends t h e ' e s t a b l i s h i n g  S tockad  
f o r t s  on t h e  Rout t o  Oregon & t h e  r a s i n g  o f  mounted R i f f l e  
men t o  Gard t h e  Emegrants .  t h rough  t h e  g r e a t  American 
d e s e r t  & Sahara  of  t h e  West, a l s o  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a monthly 
m a i l  t c  Oregon C i t t y .  God Speed t h e  improvement o r  t h e  
c a r r y i n g  t o  a l l  t h e  recomendat ions .  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  So 
t h a t  w e  c a n  comunicate  t h e  news from one c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  So much q u i c k e r ,  t h a n  w e  c a n  now and The Slow mode 
by Emegrants - - B o l i v a r  Sam i s  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  f a s t . .  There  
h a s  been a  g r e a t  many e n q u e r r i e s  made a b o u t  you a l l ,  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  f e l t  f o r  your  h e a l t h s  and p r o s p e r i t y ,  by a  number 
of your  o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s ,  a  g r e a t  many w a t i n g  w i t h  a n x i e t y  
f o r  your  Opinions  and d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  Count ry ,  which 
w i l l  S e t t l e  t h e  f u t u r e  c o u r s e  of  a  good many of them i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  emegra te ing  t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y  o r  n o t  t h e y  a r e  
d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h i s  c o u n t r y  - You must  w r i g h t  e v r y  
i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  m e  a b o u t  your  p r o p e r t y  i n  Mo,- May God 
b l e s s  and p r o t e c t  you a l l ,  th rough  t h i s  l i f e  & t h e  t r y i n g  
Seans  th rough  which you may have t o  p a s s ,  i s  t h e  e a r n e s t  
and S i n c e a r e s t  p r a y r e s  of Your B r o t h e r  & S i s k e r s .  W e  hope 
t o  See  you e i t h e r  i n  Oregon o r  Mi s sou r i  a  g a i n  b e f o r e  w e  
a r e  c a l l e d  hence from t h i s  wor ld  of  t r o u b l e s  - I c a n n o t  
h a r d l y  S t o p  w r i g h t i n g  a t  a l l .  I must  c l o s e  a t  l a s t  t o  
B r o t h e r s  & Cousins  

W . M . W .  



L e t t e r  t o :  C . C .  & W.B. Walker o r  A . J .  Doak 
Oregon C i t y  
W i l l i m e t t  Va l ly  
Oregon T e r r i t o r y  

By t h e  p o l i t e n e s s  
of M r  Brown 
of L inco ln  
Co Mo 

from: W . M .  Walker 

(from o r i g i n a l  owned by Byron J. Purv ine)  

A p r i l  1 2 t h  1846 

No 4 I t h i n k  Sam w i l l  g e t  w e l l  he  i s  a b l e  t o  walk a  bou t  though 
he  coughs a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  h i s  lungs  was va ry  much a f f e c t e d  he  S a i s  
he  i s  g a i n i n g  S t r e n g t h  f a s t ,  Harvey has  been my P y s i c i a n  S i n c e  
you l e f t ,  he has  a s  good luck  a s  any of t h e  Doctors Anderson 
has  l o s t  n e a r l e y  h a l f  of h i s  p a t i e n t s ,  l a s t  f a l l  & w i n t e r  t h a r  
was Sevea r l ey  a t t a c t e d  - Sindy i s  w e l l  She gave b i r t h  t o  a  f i n e  
b i g  Savage looKing boy l a s t  August. She c a l s  him Smith ,  he  i s  
l a r g e  of h i s  age & h e a l t h y ,  we have n o t  had t h e  measles  i n  t h e  
Family. y e t ,  no person  has  had them n e a r  u s  now. Amos G r i f f i t h  
t r a d e d  Sams 01s roan  Horse o f f  t o  Old W i l l  Shaw, f o r  an  Old 
S o r r e l 1  mare and g o t  $15 i n  c a s h  d i f f e r e n c e ,  he  has  S i n c e  t r a d e d  
t w i s t  & has  a  h o r s e  abou t  t h e  age  of Old Rone & worth near  abou t  
t h e  Same and t h i r t y  two D o l l a r s  t o  boo t  S i x t e e n  D o l l a r s  i n  money 
& t h e  ba lance  i n  t r a d e  @ cow S e t  of c h a i r s  & 28 yds of c a l i c o  
g o t  t h a t  of Kinney Tom Mackeys p a r t n e r ,  Sam & Sindy Says i f  you 
l i k e  t h a t  coun t ry  & S e t t l e  t h e r e ,  t hey  wish t o  go w i t h  you 
i f  you come t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  aga in  & move t h e r e ,  & i f  you doe n o t  
come and I should  move t o  Oregon they  beg t o  go w i t h  m e .  t o  you 
and l i v e  t h e  b a l l a n c e  of t h a i r  days w i t h  you & worK f o r  you,  
t hey  want t o  l i v e  w i t h  Some of u s .  B o l l i v a r  Sam S a i s  t h a t  you 
promised him t h a t  i f  you S e t t l e d  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  he  Should go 
a l s o  Sam p r o f e s s e s  t o  bee a  C h r i s t i a n  Now, Sindy S a i s  he  wants 
t o  See you a l l  So bad,  t h a t  She would q u i t  Missour i  t o  Morrow 
f o r  Oregon. t h e y  Send t h e i r  u n i t e d  & f e r v e n t  wishes  f o r  your 
h e a l t h  & happiness  u n t i l l  t hey  can  See you a  g a i n  t h e y  c o n f i d e n t l y  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t hey  w i l l  See Oregon Yet i f  t hey  Should l i v e .  
Cla iborne  Thurmon has  Cash t h i s  y e a r  a t  5 0  D o l l a r s  C loa ths  p a i s  
Doctors B i l l s ,  & l o o s e s  t ime & r e t u r n s  him w i t h  good w i n t e r  
c lo th ing  & a  good b l a n K e t t ,  Cash was a t  home t o  day he  i s  i n  
good h e a l t h  & looKs w e l l ,  & w e l l  p l ea sed  w i t h  h i s  home he S a i s  
he  would l i k e  t o  See you a l l  a l s o  a g a i n ,  and i f  you S e t t l e  i n  
Oregon he wishes  t o  go a l s o  he  p r e f e r s  going t h e r e  t o  S t a y i n g  
h e r e  on ly  way it can bee f i t  

A p r i l  14 th .  The wether has  been va ry  co ld  & wet S i n c e  t h e  6  of  
t h i s  month, I could  n o t  plough any from t h e  6  u n t i l l  t h e  13 
t h e  ground bee ing  t o  w e t  f r o s t  a l l  most ev ry  n i g h t  & c o o l  through 
t h e  day ,  warmer t o  day & c l e a r  I was i n  Louis iana  on t h e  1 3 ,  



I l e r n e d  t h e r e  t h a t ,  Cousin Wi l l i am DoaK was l y i n g  v a r y  low w i t h .  
t h e  Lung F e v e r ,  he  ha s  been worKing w i t h  a  M r  S t a r s  up t h e  River  
a l l  w i n t e r ,  R a f t i n g  Saw l o g s ,  h e  was b r o u g h t  down a  f i e w  days  ago 
i n  a  S K i f t  So low t h a t  he  had t o  bee  c a r i e d  from t h e  River  
t o  t h e  House i n  a  S h e e t  o r  B l anKe t t  it i s  though t  t h a t  he  c a n n o t  
r e c o v e r ,  h i s  f a m i l y  a r e  w e l l .  McClure i s  w a i t i n g  on him, Rober t  
Gordon was w e l l  t h e  l a s t  t ime  I Saw him h e  i s  B u i l d i n g  a  f i n e  
Fraame House f o r  Old Amos G r i f f i t h  h e  i s  c o v e r i n g  it i n  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  I thinK he  g i t s  300, o r  350 D o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  Job  he  w i l l  
f i n i s h  it t h i s  y e a r ,  he  Says  h e  w i l l  go t o  Oregon So Soon a s  
h e  h e a r s  from you i f  you g i v e  t h e  r i g h t  S o r t  o f  a  d i s c r i p t i o n  
Such a s  One a s  Soots  him Old M r  John Turner  & f a m i l y  a r e  w e l l ,  
t h e  Old man a s k s  m e  e v r y  t i m e  he  S e e s  m e ,  a b o u t  you a l s o ,  
Joseph  Brown t a l k s  S t r o n g  o f  go ing  t o  Oregon Next  S p r i n g  i f  Your 
a ccoun t  of it S u i t s  him he  h a s  had t h e  C h i l l s  and f e v e r  p r e t y  
n e a r  h a l f  h i s  t i m e  S i n c e  you l e f t  h e  i s  v a r y  anx ious  t o  h e a r  from 
you a l l ,  Sanford  Crow wi shes  t o  b e e  remembered t o  you a l l , -  
G.W. Dunham i s  l i v i n g  on t h e  Old p l a c e  where you l e f t  him, he  w i shes  
t o  S e l l ,  asKs 15$ p e r  a c r e  c a n t  g i t  h a l p  t h a t  amt f o r  it h i s  
f a m i l y  have t h e  meas l e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  Dunham & h i s  w i f e  boa th  
have  t o  have them, & a b o u t  9 c h i l d r e n  t h e y  have a n  o t h e r  l i t t l e  
Daughter  S i n c e  you l e f t ,  t h e y  doe  n o t  t r o u b l e  Old man Jump a t  
a l l ,  f o r  any t h i n g .  Dunham & t h e  whole G r i f f i t h  t r i b e  a r e  a t  
war a b o u t  t h e  Old man G r i f f i t h  E s t a t e s  Young Noah i s  t o  b e e  
mar r i ed  t o  morrow t h e  1 5 t h  t o  a  d a u g h t e r  o f  S t e v e  Mulher ren ,  M i s s  
E l i z a  G r i f f  i t h  Daughter  o f  widdow G r i f f  i t h  m a r r i e s  t o  Morrow 
a l s o  t o  a  man by t h e  name of  Wilcox,  John H .  G r i f f i t h  i s  d o i n g  
a s  he  was o n l y  more So g i t s  drunK e v r y  t i m e  he  c a n  g i t  WhisKey 
enough h i s  f a m i l y  i n c r e a s e s  - h e  i s  on t h e  r i d g  y e t ,  M i s s  U r su l a  
Daughter o f  John Hughs was m a r r i e d  l a s t  S a t u r d a y  N igh t  t o  a  
Lawyer by t h e  name of  McConeha, James E.W. Brown i s  l i v i n g  a b o u t  
h i s  f a t h e r s  a s  u s u a l  S i n g l e  y e t ,  M r s  Unas Mubbery i s  l i v i n g  a t  he r  
f a t h e r s ,  She h a s  2  c h i l d r e n .  The Democrats h e l d  a  mee t i ng  
on t h e  6 t h  o f  t h i s  I n s t ,  and nominated c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  
County J u s t i c e ,  S h e r i f f  P e t e r  Miner f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  Samuel 
Pepper ,  A.F. T r a i n e r  & Enoch Mar t i n  f o r  coun ty  Judges .  James A.  
Robbins f o r  S h e r i f f  it w i l l  b e e  a  c l o s e  r a c e  beetween F i n l e y  
& Robbins,  it i s  t h e  impre s s ion  o f  a  good many t h a t  Robbins 
w i l l  b e a t  I t  o c c u r s  t o  m e  v a r y  S e n s i b l y  t h a t  I w i l l  See  Oregon 
i n  less t h a n  3 y e a r s  i f  l i v e  & your  a ccoun t  c o r i s p o n s  w i t h  t h a t  
o f  o t h e r s  a s  I am d i s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  M i s s o u r i ,  J a n e  Says  She w i l l  
go i f  I am n o t  S a t i s f i e d  t o  l i v e  e l s ewhe re .  I am t r o u b l e d  
w i t h  a  p a i n  i n  my l e f t  S i d e  t h i s  S p r i n g  g i v e s  m e  Some u n e s i n e s s ,  
t h e  Same p a i n  t h a t  I have f e l t  f o r  S e v e r a l  Span o n l e y  worse  I 
th inK,  I am do ing  a s  w e l l  a s  I c a n ,  worK hard  and g i t  b u t  l i t t l e  
f o r  it, hemp has  f a l l e n  i n  a  f i e w  days  t o  2.00 c w t  Cash o r  2.25 
i n  goods. I i n t e n d  p l a n t i n g  Some Tobaco. & Sowing Hemp t h i s  
y e a r ,  Sam & J i m  McCardies t a lKed  l a s t  S p r i n g  o f  b r i n g i n g  S u i t  
f o r  t h i s  Todd Land & Crows, b u t ,  Crow Swore t h a t  i f  t h e r e  e v e r  



was an o t h e r  law S u i t  comensed f o r  it t h e  Land Some man had t o  . 
d i e ,  Soon, I have heard nothing of it S i n c e ,  Sam McCardie i s  
l i v i n g  a t  Sam BurKses cropping t h e r e ,  he Says he  i s  going t o  
Oregon, he comensed c rop ing  wi th  Gourley they  £ e l  o u t  & Gourley 
drove him o f f ,  t hey  q u a r r e l l e d ,  Sam drew a  c h a i r  on Old A . G .  
drew h i s  Kni fe ,  t hey  t o l d  each o t h e r  how mean they  was & had . 

ben. Your Money i s  i n  Good hands a t  i n t e r e s t  I b e l i e v e  I have 
w r i t t e n  evry t h i n g  I can  thinK o f ,  I t h a r  f o r e  must come t o  a  
c l o s e .  J ane  j .oins me i n  my most f e r v e n t  .wishes f o r  your Hea l th  
& p r o s p e r i t y  & hapiness  through l i f e  I now c l o s e  by Subsc r ib ing  
my S e l f  your a f e c t o n a t  Bro ther  & Cousin To C.C.  & W.B. Walker, 
A . J .  & Rebeca DoaK 

W.M. Walker 



L e t t e r  t o :  C .C .  & W.B. Walker 
Oregon C i t y  
W i l l i m e t t  Val ley  
Oregon T e r r i t o r y  

By t h e  p o l i t e n e s s  
of M r  Brown 
of Lincoln 
Co, Mo 

from: John D. Henry 

(from o r i g i n a l  owned by Byron J. Purv ine)  

A p r i l  t h e  13 th  1846 P i k e  County Mo 

Dear Bro thers  and r e l a t i v e s  I t a k e  My pen i n  hand t o  Candle t h a t  
f lame of l ove  and f r e n s h i p  t h a t  ought  t o  e x i s t  between So nea r  
r e l a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  a l l  t o l e r a b l y  w e l l  a t  p r e a s a n t  I S t i l l  have 
n o t  f i r s t  r a t e  h e a l t h  My S e l f .  Our f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i o n s  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  a s  f a r  a s  I know. W e  hope t h e s e  l i n e s  May f i n d  
you a l l  Well and i n  t h e  promised land  of Milk and honey and e a t i n g  
t h e  f i n e  f i s h  of t h e  g r e a t  Columbia bea th ing  t h e  pure  a r e  of  
t h e  Clime wi th  a  f u l l  p r o s p e c t  b e f o r e  you of  a  f i n e  c o u n t r y .  We 
have had a  g r e a t  Many Deaths i n  our  County S ince  you l e f t  among 
t h e  No. of Our f r i e n d  M i s s  Parsons  and Coln Boon a l s o  o t h e r s  
of your acquentance.  Your two l i t t l e  g i r l s  Minty and E l l e n  d i e d  
Some t ime i n  June a f t e r  you l e f t  t h e i r  d e a t h s  was cased  i n  My 
opin ion  by t h e  Whoopingcaugh D r  Harvey was c a l e d  i n  b u t  Could n o t  
check t h a t  d i s e a s e .  i t s  Supposed by Some t h a t  Reace Doak i s  dead 
Walter  r ece ived  a  l e t t e r  from a  gentleman i n  Wisconsin S t a t i n g  
t h a t  he was t h e r e  S i ck  and had about  t e n  chances  t o  d i e  t o  
one t o  l i v e  Aunt Doak was t o  See us a  few days agos .  She Sa id  
t h e i r  a l l  w e l l  and do ing  t h e  B e s t  t hey  Can f o r  them S e l v e s  
Ca ro l ine  i s  Married t o  a  gentleman by t h e  name of Waggener 
Dorothy Says She has  g o t  t h e  Waggon and he  does n o t  know whether 
She has  g o t  t h e  teem o r  Not. W e  have Moved S ince  you l e f t  I have 
bought M r  John S ink lenn  farm I gave him twelve hundred d o l l a r s  
f o r  it we moved i n  l a s t  March M r  J S i r k l e n n  i s  going t o  I l l i n o i s .  
We have ano the r  daughte r  two weeks o l d  it waed n i n e  l b  when it 
was born and we c a l l  it f o r  both  i t s  grand Mothers Mary Margaret  
t h e  ba lance  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  w e l l  and g ro ing  f a s t  t hey  make 
manny e n q u i r i e s  a f t e r  you. Nancy i s  i n  good h e a l t h  and i s  w e l l  
S a t i s f i e d  w i t h  ou r  move. She Sends h e r  b e s t  l o v e  t o  you a l l .  
We would be v e r r y  g l a d  t o  See you t o  hear  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  of your 
t r a v i l s  p o l i t i c k s  g e n e r a l l y  i s  about  t h e  Same a s  when you 
l e f t  James K Poak was e l e c t e d  under t h e  head of Texes and 
Origon. Texas i s  t aken  i n  t o  t h e  union b u t  I t h i n k  i t s  d o u t f u l  
whether t h e r e  i s  anny t h i n g  done towards S e t e l i n g  t h e  Oregon 
q u e s t i o n  a s  Some of t h e  Southern Members appea r s  t o  n o t  bee  
of t h e  pure  g r i t  - Times i n  t h i s  Country a s  it regard  Money 
Maters i s  about  t h e  Same a s  when you l e f t  Money i s  Sca rce  b u t  
what we have i s  good. t h e  Case of Venable and Hause i s  n o t  
dec ided  y e t .  t h e  S a t e  a g a i n s t  Hused. t h e  j u ry  Stood 6-6 t h e  



t h e  Grand j u r y  a c q u i t e d  Venable - t h e r e  h a s  been Some Marr iags  . 
S i n c e  you l e f t .  S i s t e r  L a t i c i a  t o  Thomas McIrvy James Makey 
t o  M i s s  G iv ins  James Templeton t o  M i s s  S a r a h  Wilson Wil l iam 
C a r r o l l  t o  P o l l y  S t a r k  Amanda and W i l l a  T i l l i t t s  t o  Jones  and 
J o s i a h  G r i m i t s  Hat  F ry  t o  Ma t i l da  Huse a n d o t h e r s  making p r e p a r a t i o n  
t h e  emagrants  t o  o regan  t h i s  S p r i n g  and few t a k e  o u r  b e s t  r e s p e c t ,  
and r i t e  t o  u s  e v e r y  o p e r t u n i t y  and I remains  you r s  - 
t o  CC Xa lker  WB Walker 

John D Henry 



L e t t e r  t o :  A.  J .  Doak o r  C.C.  & W.B. Walker 
Oregon C i t y  
W i l l i m e t t  Va l l ey  
Oregon T e r r i t o r y  

by t h e  p o l i t e n e s s  
o r  M r  Pa rke r  of 
Clahoun County 

Ill .  

from: Amos S.  G r i f f i t h  
Wal te r  M. Walker 

(from o r i g i n a l  owned by Byron J .  Pu rv ine )  

A p r i l  t h e  13- 1846 

Dear b r o t h e r  and S i s t e r  I now Take t h i s  o p e r  t u n i t y  t o  i n  form 
yew Tha t  w e  a r  a l l  w e l l  a t  p r e s  and hoping Tose few l i n e s  may 
f i n d  yew a l l  en Jo ing  The Same b l e s i n g  your  f a t h e r  and mother  A r e  
w e l l  and famely C a r o l i n e  i s  mar ied  t o  A man by t h e  name of 
g r e a n  waggonner Tha a r  l i v i n g  i n  one m i l  o f  your  f a t h e r  J a n e  
and l i d d y  i s  S i n g l e  Reas went a l o n e  The .mines  l a s t  September 
and was t aken  s i k  The d o c t o r  r o t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  w a l t e r  t h a t  he  
Stood n i n e  chances  t o  one  t o  d i e  Tho i Cant  i n  form yew enny 
t h i n g  more About him a t  p r e s e n t  t h a  h a s  b i n  A g r e a t  menny d e a t h s  
i n  t h e  County of p i k e  Sense  yew l e f t  W e  want  yew t o  r i t e  t o  u s  
t h e  f i r s t  o p e r  t u n i t y  w e  wowed be  g l a d  t o  h e a r  from yew once 
more Samuel S p i e r s  i s  l i v i n g  Whear Ambers f r i e n  l i v e d  t h a  a r  
a l l  w e l l  A t  p r e s e n t  Susan Sed yew might  look  f o r  hu r  i n  t o o  
y e a r s  i f  yew doan t  Come back b u t  i c a n  t e l l  more a  b o u t  it 
When w e  h e a r  from yew how yew l i k  i want yew t o  r i t e  a l l  t h e  
good and bad q u a l i t i e s  o f  your  Cun t r y  g i v e  o u r  b e s t  r e s p e c t s  
t o  Clabern  and Bolaver  Walker W e  under  Stood t h a t  yew r o t e  t o  
your  f a t h e r  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  r e c i e v e  your  l e t t e r  i want yew t o  
r i t e  t o  M e  t h e  f i r s t  opper  t u n i t y  yew Must excuse  my bad 
S p e l i n g  and Wrigh t ing  i d i d  n o t  have t i m e  t o  Wr ig t  h a l f  t h a t  i 
wanted t o  n o t h i n g  more a  p r e s a n t  b u t  S t i l l  R e  main your  
a f e c t i n a t e  f r i e n d  Amos S  and Susan g r i f f i t h  t o  A . J .  and 
RebeCa Doak 

Amos S  g r i f f i t h  1846 

1 - Apl 1 5 t h  1846 
I have concluded t h a t  I would f i l l  t h i s  S h e e t  Amos r e q u e s t e d  

, m e  t o  f i l l  it o u t ,  Sam i s  S t i l l  on t h e  mend he  coughs c o n s i d e r a b l e  
y e t  I am of t h e  i m p r e s s i a n  he  i s  o u t  o f  d a n g e r ,  I have en joyed  - v a r y  good h e a l t h  n o t  S i c k  more t h a n  one o r  two days  a t  a  t i m e  
J a n e  h a s  been w e l l  g e n e r a l l y ,  we a r e  a l l  w e l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
b u t  Sam l i t t l e  Mary c a n  t a l k  p r e t t y  p l a i n ,  She i s  a  f i n e  c h i l d  - 

,A w e  have no p r o s p e c t  of  any more - W e  have t o  f e e d  o u r  c a t t l e  
j u s t  a s  much now a s  a t  aney t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  No g r a s s  
i n  t h e  woods. V e g i t a t i o n  i s  back ward -- wheat  does  l ook  f i n e  
i n  deed ,  I Send t h o s e  l e t t e r s  by a  Mister Brown from L i n c o l n  



County how i s  Sayed t o  b e e  a  man o f  r e s p e c t i b i l i t y  & v e r a s s i t y  - 
You w i l l  r e c i e v e  S e v e r a l  news p a p e r s  which w i l l  g i v e  you t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  N e w s  i n  G e n e r a l  more t h a n  I c o u l d  t e l l  you i n  a  dozen  
S h e e t s  - Roya l ty  i s  l i v i n g  whare he  was when you l e f t  - d o i n g  
a  b o u t  a s  u s u a l  no good I d o e  n o t  pay any a t t e n t i a n  t o  him 
Wil l iam Luce w i l l  S t a r t  t o  Taxas i n  a b o u t  t e n  days  t o  look  a t  
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i f  he  l i K e s  h e  w i l l  move t h i s  f a l l ,  JohnFaulk  i s  
g o i n g  a l s o  John  F u l l e r t o n  i s  g o i n g  t o o ,  M a l v i l l  S t e r n s  g i t s  a s  
drunk a s  a  baboon,  and a s  Crazzy a s  a  J u n e  bug d r i v e s  a l l  hands 
h e  d r o v e  Old manParKs and f a m i l y  o f f  i n  t h e  n i g h t .  t o  g a r r e t t  
Goodmans hous whar Wm Browning l i v e d ,  Browning i s  l i v i n g  on t h e  
F i n s l a y  Farm - The Democrat p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  h a s  been  moved t o  
L o u i s i a n a  t h i s  week Sam Miner & W i l l  Shaw a r e  i n  p a r t e r n e r s h i p  
S e l l i n g  goods a t  P r a i r i e v i l l e  - Apl 1 8 t h  S i n c e  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  
I went  t o  S e e  M r  Brown who I e x p e c t e d  t o  taKe t h e y  l e t t e r s  
o u t ,  b u t  h e  was gon ,  h e  S t a r t e d  o n  S a t u r d a y  t h e  11 o f  t h i s  I n s t ,  
I h e a r e d  of  him t h e  l o t h ,  t h r o u g h  M r  P a r s o n s  h e  S t a r t e d  S e v e r a l  
days  Sooner  t h a n  P a r s o n s  e x p e c t e d ,  when h e  t o l d  m e  a b o u t  him B- 
I S t a r t  t o  G i l l i a d  Colhoun Co I l l ,  t o  S e e  a  M r  ParKer  g o i n g  by 
Water t o  Independence ,  h i s  f a m i l y  l e f t  w i t h  Brown, was d e t a i n e d  
u n t i l l  c o u r t  t o  S e t t l e  Some b u s i n e s s  - h e  i s  S a i d  t o  b e e  a  man 
of  r e s p e c t i b i l i t y  and S t a n d i n g ,  Sunady t h e  1 9 t h .  M r  Wal l s  
Calhoun County I l l i n o i s ,  w e  have  had f o u r  d a y s  w i t h  t o  day 
of  t h e  f i n e s t  & most  p l e a s a n t  King o f  w e t h e r ,  g r a s s  i s  up 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n  t h i s  low P r a r i e  under  t h e  B l u f f ,  g r e a t  c u n t r y  
t h i s  f o r  S t o c k .  I came h e r e  l a s t  evn ing  a t  darK o n  my way t o  
G i l i a d  t o  See  M r  Pa rKer ,  But  l e a r n  h e r e  t h a t  h e  i s  u p  a t  
P i t t s f i e l d  a t  c o u r t .  I t h e r e  f o r e  c a n n o t t  S e e  him by g o i n g  I 
Send t h i s  L e t t e r  t o  him by John  S t a r K  E s q r  B r o t h e r  o f  James S ta rK 
of  P i k e  Mo who w i l l  See  M r  ParKer t h i s  w e e K ,  c e r t a i n . -  I would b e e  
v a r y  Glad t o  h e a r  from you. Wr igh t  e v r y  o p o p t u n i t y  and I w i l l  
doe  t h e  Same i n  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  I Say t o  you t h a t  i f  Your a r e  
p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  Oregon t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  I w i l l  S e e  t h a t  
c o u n t y  i f  I l i v e . ,  I remain  Your b r o t h e r  & Cousin  u n t i l l  d e a t h .  
F a r w e l l  - To C.C .  b W.B. Walker & A . J .  & Rebeca DoaK - 

W.M.  Walker 

I have  w r i t t e n  e v r y  t h i n g  t h a t  I c a n  th inK o f  you w i l l  e x c u s e  
bad S p e l l i n g  & w r i g h t i n g  a s  I have  been  f l u s t r a t e d  i n  mee t ing  
w i t h  a  chance  o f  Sending t h e s e  l e t t e r s  a s  I e x p e c t e d  t o  doe .  
I was Some t i m e  i n  g r e a t  d o u b t  whe the r  I would m e e t  w i t h  a  
chance  S h o r t  o f  Independence  Mo 

W.M.W.  



L e t t e r  t o :  C . C .  o r  W.B. Walker 
Oregon C i t y  
Oregon T e r r i t o r y ,  
by t h e  way of 
Independanc 
J ackson  County 

Mo 

The S  M w i l l  
p l e a s e  commit 
t h i s  t o  t h e  c a r e  
o f  some of 
t h e  emig ran t s  
t o  Oregon 
T e r i t o r y  

from: W .  M .  Walker 

Calumet C r e e R .  Monday A p r i l  t h e  27 th  1846 

Dear B r o t h e r s  & Cousins  I a g a i n  taKe up my pen t o  a d d r e s s  a  
few l i n e s  t o  you,  f e a r i n g  t h a t  Some t h i n g  may happen,  t h a t  t h e  
l e t t e r s ,  which I have W r i t t e n  & S t a r t e d  t o  you,  may n o t  r e a c h  
you. I w r o t e  e v r y  t h i n g  i n  t h o s e  l e t te rs  t h a t  I c o u l d  th inK of 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  b u t  t h e r e  h a s  been Some Occur rences  S i n c e  I c l o s e d  
them, t h a t  may b e e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  you. Our Old & n e a r  ne ighbor  
George W .  Dunham h a s  b i d  a  d iew t o  a l l  e a r t h l y  t h i n g s  h taKen 
up h i s  abode i n  a  wor ld  of S p i r i t s  from whence t h e r e  i s  No 
r e t u r n ,  b u t  a  few S h o r t  days  a  g o ,  he  was p u r s u i n g  t h e  u s u a l  
c o u r s e  of  h i s  l i f e ,  t o i l i n g  & l a b o u r i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  l a r g e  
f a m i l y  of c h i l d r e n ,  c u s s i n g  & Swaring & r i p p i n g ,  a  b o u t  a s  
u s u a l ,  h e  tooK t h e  meas l e s ,  t h e y  S e t t l e d  on h i s  l u n g s ,  on t h e  25th  
he  was a b l e  t o  S e t  up, on t h e  morning of  t h e  22, h i s  E a r t h l y  
e x i s t e n c e  was c l o s e d  f o r  e v e r ,  t h e y  have  9 C h i l d r e n  ParKer 
looKs a s  Sloomey and l a z y  a s  e v e r .  S i s t e r  Nancy Henry was 
taKen w i t h  c o l d  & was q u i t e  SicK l a s t  w e e K ,  She h a s  r e c o v e r e d  - 
John i s  unwel l  a t  t h i s  t i m e  he  was taKen l a s t  w e e K  w i t h  a p a i n  
i n  h i s  S i d e  Something l i k e  t h e  p l e u r i s y ,  t h e  d o c t o r  a p p l i e d  a  
b l i s t e r i n g  p l a s t e r  which r e l i e v e d  him i n  a  g r e a t  d e g r e e  - I 
Should n o t  bee  Supp r i s ed  i f  he  was n o t  a  l i v i n g  man by t h e  f i r s t  
of n e x t  March, he  h a s  been SicK f r e q u e n t l y  S i n c e  you l e f t ,  i f  
t h e y  cou ld  bee  h e a l t h y  t h e y  c o u l d  doe  w e l l  on t h e  S i n K l i n  Farm - 
Sam has  g o t  w e l l  o r  So t h a t  h e  h a s  gon t o  worK - Capt  George 
T i l l i t t  S a i s  he  i s  de te rmined  t o  go t o  Oregon Next  S p r i n g  Benjamin 
Gibbs S a i s  he  i s  a l s o  Coming - a  g r e a t  naney t a l K  of g o i n g ,  
I th inK it d o u b t f u l l  whether  many go o r  n o t .  28, Rained a l l  day  . 
ground v a r y  w e t  h a s  been a  w e t  S p r i n g  So f a r  warm now I have 
S e n t  two o t h e r  p a p e r s ,  t h e  L o u i s v i l l e  J o u r n a l  which c o n t a i n s  
John C.  Calhoun Speech on t h e  Oregon Q u e s t i o n ,  he  i s  w i t h  t h e  
Whigs, Tom Benton i s  d i t t o  - on t h a t  S u b j e c t ;  The o t h e r  p a p e r s  
i s  t h e  r i g h t  S t r i p e  t h e  weeKly Times which h a s  M r  McClearnands 
speech  on t h e  Oregon N o t i c e  which i s  one  of t h e  b e s t  and most  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  have  been d e l i v e r e d  on t h a t  Q u e s t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  my r e a d i n g ,  a  good many have l e f t  S t  C h a r l e s  & Warren and a l s o  
from Montgomery f o r  Oregon t h i s  S p r i n g .  Some from S t  Lou i s  



Some from Alton I l l i ,  I am t o l d  t h a t  'some have l e f t  Montgomery 
County wi th  o u t  S e l l i n g  t h e i r  l a n d s ,  l e f t  them t o  bee Sold a t  
1.25 p e r  a c r e ,  t h e  county bee ing  SicKley & poor.  The widdoow 
T r e n t  Daughter of Maj John Traggs d i e s  l a s t  September of f e v e r  
an o t h e r  young amn d i ed  a t  Traggs t h i s  l a s t  w i n t e r  -, 

Louis iana  A p r i l  29th 1846, I l e a r n  h e r e  ' t h a t  Will iam DoaK has  
g o t  So t h a t  he can S e t  up,  a  l i t t l e ,  and t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  
he w i l l  r ecover  now, he  i s  l i v i n g  where he  was where you l e f t  
him on t h e  River .  Ed D Draper a r e  i n  t h e i r  new S t o r e  h e r e  
Louis iana i s  improving c o n s i d e r a b l e  & i f  i t  c o n t i n u e s  a  y e a r  
o r  t oo  it w i l l  bee a  Smart C i t y  - t h e r e  i s  a  good d e a l  of c o r n  
p l a n t e d ,  Some up, Some f i e l d s  of wheat  i s  Knee h i g h ,  it a l l  
looKs b e t t e r  t han  I eve r  Saw i t  a t  t h i s  t ime of y e a r .  Corn i s  
S e l l i n g  h e r e  a t  15 t o  1 7  c e n t s  p e r  bushe l  i n  goods,  Hemp i s  a s  
low a s  $1,75 i n  cash  Bacon 4 t o  5  c t s  pe r  l b ,  - , t h e  Whigs a r e  
Sceared  p r e t t e y  bad a  bout  war w i t h  England o r  Some of them, 
I c a l l e d  a t  M r  Jumps t h i s  morning, & he  f a u g h t  t h e  B o t t l e s  
counted t h e  wouned & S l a i n  g i v e  up Oregon i n  t o  t o  I l e f t  him 
i n  a  low S t a t e  of mind, g o t  t o  town & g o t  t h e  l a s t  news and 
recovered ,  The chances  f o r  War i s  b e t t e r  w i t h  Mexico than  England 
a  l i t t l e  p r o s p e c t  w i th  boa th  We a r e  a n x i o u s l y  looKing f o r  a  l e t t e r  
from you I would bee t r u l y  Glad t o  hea r  from you a l l  & a  g e n e r a l  
Acct  of t h e  Country Cl imet  & produc t ions  - P a t r i c  Conaughty 
was a t  my house l a s t  n i g h t  he  can  t a lK  abou t  no th ing  e l s e  h a r d l y  
b u t ,  You & Oregon, he  Sends h i s  warmest wishes  f o r  your h e a l t h  
& happiness ,  he  thinKs t h e  day i s  coming i f  h e  l i v e s  t h a t  he w i l l  
See Oregon, Cousin Reese - DoaK has  n o t  r e t u r n e d  home y e t ,  no 
account  of him -- I can  thinK of no th ing  e l s e  of i n t r e s t  I t h a r e  
f o r e  must come t o  a  c l o s e  a s  t h e  Boat w i l l  bee  h e r e  i n  a  f i ew 
min te s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  taKe t h i s  L e t t e r ,  by t h e  way of  S t  Louis 
from thence  t o  Independence. J ane  J o i n s  me i n  my most e a r n e s t  
and h e a r t  f e l t  wishes  f o r  your Hea l th s ,  pease  and happiness  
through l i f e  Your a f f e c t o n a t e  - 

Brother  & S i s t e r  
To CC & WB WalKer 
& A J  & Rebecca DoaK 

W.M.  Walker 



L e t t e r  t o :  C .C .  Walker ,  W.B. Walker ,  A . J .  & Rebecca Doak 

from: Wa l t e r  M. Walker 

( f rom o r i g i n a l  owned by Byron J. P u r v i n e )  

Calumet PiKe County M i s s o u r i  March t h e  1 0 t h  1847 

Dear B r o t h e r s  8 Cous ins  I t a k e  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t o  
commense a  l e t t e r  f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  in fo rming  you 
of  e v e n t s  & occu rences  of  t h e  l a s t  y e a r ,  a s  I i n t e n d  
t o  g i v e  you a  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  of  m a t t e r s  and t h i n g s  
So f a i r  a s  I c a n  r e c o l e c t .  Your l e t t e r  o f  t h e  1 4 t h  
Feby 1846 a r r i v e d  S a f e  a t  S t  Jo sephs  on t h e  10 o r  11 
o f  J u l y ,  and was r e c t  on t h e  27 th  o f  t h e  Same. I t  l a y  
i n  t h e  o f f i c e  a t  C l a r k s v i l l e  S e v e r a l  days .  I t  found u s  
a l l  w e l l  b u t  my S e l f  I was l a b o u r i n g  under  a n  a t t a c k  
o f  t h e  B i l l i o u s  o r  Some S o r t  o f  Mi s sou r i  Fever  I was 
t a k e n  on t h e  2 1 s t  o f  J u l y  C a l l e d  i n  D r  Harvey he  gave  
m e  Some nauceous Smasshing b i g  d o s e  o f  Calomel Q u i n i n e  
& which b roke  t h e  f e v e r  i n  8  o r  10  days  I was a b o u t  
a g a i n ,  on  t h e  f i r s t  Sunday i n  August ,  I f e l t  S t o u t  
enough t o  go t o  Old Capt Mackeyts  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  un ion  
o f  Judg T i l l i t t  and M i s s  E l i z a b e t h  Mackey, i n  t h e  ho l ey  
bond o f  matrimoney, t h e  n e x t  day bee ing  o u r  E l e c t i o n  t o  
e lec t  Congressmen S t a t e  S e n a t o r  from t h e  d e s t r i c t  ( P i k e  
& R a l l s  forming one  d e s t r i c t )  a  member t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S h e r i f f  and o t h e r  o f f i c e s  & I went t o  C l a r k s v i l l e  v o t e d  
e r l y  i n  t h e  day  and S e t  o u t  f o r  home q u i t e  unwe l l ,  when 
I g o t  home I cou ld  S c e a r c l e y  g e t  t o  t h e  house ,  t ook  a  
r e l a p s e  and was worse  t h a n  a t  f i r s t ,  S e n t  f o r  Harvey 
a g a i n  he  came w i t h  a  l o n g  f a c e  & s add lbags  w e l l  Supp l i ed  
w i t h  d r u g s  I t o o k  S e v e r a l  d o s e s  which b roke  t h e  f e v e r  
t h e  Second t i m e  I g o t  a  bou t  a g a i n  I had a  t r emendious  
a p e t i t e ,  exposed my S e l f  By be ing  o u t  i n  t h e  h o t  Sun 
Hawling O a t s ,  e a t  t o o  much and r e l a p s e d  t h e  Second t i m e ,  
Harvey and h i s  d r u g s  a g a i n  b u t  t h e  f e v e r  was n o t  g o t  
c l e a r  o f  on  a s  good t e r m s  t h i s  t i m e  a s  it had been bee  
f o r e ,  I was con f ined  t o  t h e  House & yard  f o r  a b o u t  8  
weeks, t h e n  comensed r i d i n g  a b o u t  b u t  v e r y  weak, I 
con t i nued  t o  g a i n  S t r e n g h  and improve s l o w l y  u n t i l l  t h e  
1 2 t h  of  November I t ook  one  of  t h o s e  common and 
d i s t r e s s i n g  f o l l o w e r s  o f  B i l l o u s  F e b e r ,  t h e  C h i l l  and 
f e v e r ,  which I though t  was v e r y  Sevea r ,  I comensed t a k i n g  
P i l l s  s o  Soon a s  t h e  f e v e r  Cooled and had no more u n t i l l  
t h e  25 th  day o f  D e c r  Chr i s tmas  I t ook  a  c h i l l  a b o u t  
8  Oclock A.M. I t  was n o t  So Sevear  a s  t h e  f i r s t  one  
P i l l s  Succeeded,  no more c h i l l y  f o r  3 o r  4 weeks t ook  
them a g a i n  had them 3 days  c h i l l  e v e r y  day  w i t h  f e v e r ,  



fo l lowing  t h i s  t ime I s e n t  f o r  Harvey he gave me medicine  
t h a t  broke i t ,  about  1 5  o r  16 days  it was back a g a i n  
worse t han  e v e r ,  took 2  Bores D r  Baaggs P i l l s  Stoped it 
a g a i n  f o r  Some 17 days ,  i t  made ano the r  and t h e  l a s t  
a t t a c t  t h a t  I have had on t h e  f i r s t  day of t h i s  month 
took Sapingtons  P i l l s  broke it a va ry  co ld  morning t h i s  
t ime , 

March 18 ,  12 o ' c l o c k  I have n o t  had a  C h i l l  s i n c e  t h e  
f i r s t  of t h i s  month Saping ton  P i l l s  I b e l i e v e  i s  t h e  b e s t  
remedy t h a t  I have t r i e d ,  I have g o t  t o  work a g a i n .  
Making a  new f e n s e  today on t h e  l i n e  bee twein me & Crow. 
This  i s  t h e  f i rs t  day t h a t  has  had t h e  l e a s t  appearance 
of Spr ing  f o r  t h e  l a s t  4 weeks we have had d e s p e r a t e  
w i n t e r  v e r y  co ld  v e r y  warm v e r y  muddy & ve ry  wet Some of  
t h e  S e v e a r e s t  and most Suden changes from h o t  t o  c o l d  t h a t  
I r e c o l e c t  o f f  a l lways  on extreams,  I w i l l  g i v e  you a  
fu1.l account  of t h e  Seasons Summer & f a l l  & w i n t e r  - 
Jane  had t h e  c h i l l  & f e v e r  f o r  about  one week i n  August,  
Broke them w i t h  Baaggs P i l l s .  She has had good h e a l t h  
S ince  l i t t l e  Mary V i r g i n i a  has  enjoyed good h e a l t h  S i n c e  
She g o t  c l e a r  of t h e  Wooping cough. She t a l k s  q u i t e  
p l a i n  - and a  goodeal  of  Company - J . C .  Henry and fami ly  
a r e  a l l  w e l l ,  h e  Sends a  l e t t e r  t o  you a l s o ,  which w i l l  
g i v e  you t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  of  h i s  f ami ly .  The l a s t  summer 
was n o t  So S i c k l e y  a s  t h e  Lhree o r  f o u r  l a s t  y e a r s  
d i s e a s e s  were n o t  s o  f a t a l  i n  t h e  f a l l  a  g r a e t  many 
c a s e s  of c h i l l s  & f e v e r  it was worse o u t  through t h e  
coun t ry  by f a r  t h a n  it w a s  on t h e  r i v e r  a  good many 
d e a t h s  from v a r i o u s  causes  I enc lose  a  l i s t  of  Deaths & 
Marriages  a l s o ,  There  Seems t o  be  a  g r e a t e r  S c e a r c i t y  
of  g r a i n  and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  corn  and roughness f o r  
Stock i n  maney p l a c e s  i n  t h i s  and Some o t h e r  c o u n t i e s ,  
t han  I have eve r  s een  o r  heard o f ,  Some Neighborhoods have 
p l e n t y  i n  consequence of having more r a i n  t h e n  o t h e r s ,  
from t h e  f i r s t  of may u n t i l l  t h e  1 0 t h  of J u l y ,  I doe 
n o t  r e c o l e c t  t o  have Seen a  b e t t e r  and more growing 
Season it rea ined  ev ry  t ime it was needed, t h e  c rops  
of co rn  looked more promising t h a n  I eve r  Seen them, 
Wheat c r o p s  was v e r y  good Oats  good meadows good, t h e  l a s t  
r a i n  t h a t  f e l l  on Calumit  was on t h e  7 t h  of J u l y  t h e  
weather  was remarcably h o t  and d ry ing  t h e  Murcury i n  
t h e  Themometer i n  t h e  Shade Stood a t  from 9 0  t o  102 
degrees  f o r  Some 8 o r  1 0  days  no more r a i n  t o  doe any 
good a t  a l l  u n t i l l  t h e  4 t h  of August,  a  good Shower f e l l ,  
and hard b u t  S h o r t ,  l a s t e d  j u s t  7  minutes  I was i n  t h e  
House s i c k  and consequent ly  n o t i c e d  t h e  c l o c k  & t h e  
l e n g t h  of t h e  Shower, t h e  n e x t  evning I could  n o t  t e l l  



t h a t  it had r a i n e d  from t h e  appearance of t h e  ground,  no 
more r a i n  u n t i l l  t h e  1 9 t h  t o  doe any good on t h e  1 9 t h  we. 
had a  ve ry  heavy r a i n  r a i s e d  t h e  c r eek  q u i t e  f u l l ,  t h e  
corn  c rops  i n  a  g r e a t  maney p l a c e s  dryed up Some S t a l k s  
had a  good e a r s  on them, o t h e r s  none a t  a l l  a  bout  one 
t h i r d  had no e a r s  a t  a l l ,  though f i n e  l a r g e  S t a l k s  S ince  
t h e  19 th  August w e  ha.ve had a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r a i n ,  t h e  f a l l  
was warm and wet .  and t h e  P a s t u r e s  b e t t e r  t han  they  have 
been f o r  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  t h e  f a l l  u n t i l l  f r o s t  came, c o r n  
i s  ve ry  s c e a r c e  i n  t h i s  Neighborhood a l l  hands w i l l  be  
o u t  of corn  by t h e  middle  of A p r i l  u n l e s s  t h e  weather  
con t inues  v e r y  warm So t h a t  t h e  g r a s s  w i l l  p u t  up a  few 
days  Hay i s  i n  g r e a t  demand, I unders tand o u t  on I n d i a n  
Creek and on wes t  C u r r i e  t h e  S tock  i s  S t a r v i n g  t o  d e a t h  
f o r  t h e  wont of  food ,  t h e i r  c r o p s  way burny up w i t h  t h e  
drought  much worse t h a n  on t h i s  s i d e  of t h e  P r a i r i e  Corn 
i s  v e r y  Scearce  i n  t h i s  Neighborhood Hay a l s o  Scea rce  no 
co rn  b l ads  t aken  a t  a l l ,  a s  t hey  was a l l  dryed up i n  
August,  Wheat a t  t h i s  t ime i s  p l e n t y  I have n o t  g o t  o u t  
any of my l a s y  y e a r s  c r o p s ,  I have Some 30 bushe l s  of 
Buckwheat on hand, Not Much c o r n ,  The wheat has  been 
ve ry  much i n j e r e d  by t h e  f r e e z i n g  and thawing Th i s  l a t e  
w i n t e r  Sowed wheat i s  ru ined  I t h i n k  I w i l l  plough 
up p a r t  of mine, u n l e s s  it improves v e r y  much, I d i d  
no t  g i t  it Sowed u n t i l l  v e r y  l a t e ,  inconsequence of 
S i ckness ,  and having Some tobaco  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f f  
which t.ook t h e  boys a l l  t h e  t ime  t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h a t  
F i l t h y  Weed From t h e  p r e s e n t  p r i c e s ,  and t h e  f u t u r e  
p rospec t  f o r  a  demand i n  Europe, I am of  t h e  op in ion  
t h a t  i n f e r i o r  and common Tobaco w i l l  no t  much more than  
pay expenc i s ,  I have one house p a r t  of which i s  a  
ve ry  p r e t t y  yel low and f i n e ,  Small a l s o ,  t h e  rest  of 
t h e  House i s  l a r g e  & c o a r s e ,  and a  bad c o l o u r ,  Tobaco 
c rops  was l i g h t  any c rop  S i n c e  1842, l i n t  i s  l i g h t ,  
b u t  t h e  S tock  of good l e n g h t ,  I r a i s e d  none of t h e  
S t u f f ,  it has  been v e r y  low u n t l l l  a  bout  t h e  f i r s t  
of t h i s  month it took  a  r i s e  Say t o  3 ,00 p e r  C r o t ,  
it hzd been down t o  $1,75 p e r  c u t ,  and 2.00 i n  goods,  
I w i l l  Send i n  company w i t h  t h i s  l e t t e r  S e v e r a l  News 

. Papers  which w i l l  g i v e  you t h e  marke t t  p r i c e  of 
evry  a r t i c l e  of Produce goods and,  a s  much news i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  war w i t h  Mexico a s  we have h e r e ,  you 
w i l l  See by t h o s e  papers  t h a t  we have many oponents  



o r  i n  p l a i n  terms T o r i e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  a s  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
o r  t h e  l a s t  war w i t h  England,  and S t r a n g  t o  t e l l  f o u r  f i f t h s  a r e  
modern Whigs, Shame upon them f o r  Such bace conduct  and o p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e i r  own c o i n t r y  - Old Man Jump i s  a  mong t h e  most prominent 
opposers  of t h e  War D r  Harvey and a  h o s t  of  Whigs, a l s o ,  Harvey i s  
d o i n g . t o l e r a b l y  w e l l ,  Jumps have n o t  mde any improvements on t h e  
o l d  farm c l e a r e d  no land  b u t  a  t u r n i p  p a t c h ,  made no improvement 
on none of t h e  Bu i ld ings  nor  no r e p a i r s ,  he  mde a  t o l e r a b l e  c r o p  
of c o r n  & Hay l a s t  y e a r ,  h i s  wheat  on ly  moderate Some of h i s  Jumps 
Family had t h e  c h i l l s  l a s t  f a l l  & Winter ;  G.W. Dunham Died abou t  
t h e  t ime  I wrote  t o  you l a s t  S p r i n g ,  which I i n  formed you o f ,  
i n  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  and forwarded t o  Independence t o  t h e  c a r e  of 
t h e  P o s t  Master t o  bee handed t o  t h e  Emegrants f o r  Oregon. he  d i e d  
of measles  very Sudent ly  t h e  s i c k n e s s ,  A few days  M r s  Dunham 
remained on t h e  farm u n t i l l  l a s t  f a l l  when She moved t o  Iowa t o  
Old M r  Dunhams wi th  h e r  l i t t l e  brood of c h i l d r e n  9 i n  number, 
J ack  S idwe l l  r e n t e d  t h e  farm, Parker  Dunham perhaps  proved t o  b e  . 
one of t h e  t r i f l i n g e s t  boys t h a t  I have eve r  m e t  w i t h  h e r  c la imed 
t o  bee S i ck  wi th  Some l i n g e r i n g  d i s e a s e ,  which I doe n o t  doubt  
l a z i n e s s  w i l l  K i l l  him i f  t h e r e  i s  n o t  Something done f o r  him, 
he  Sometimes t a l k e d  of go ing  South and a t  o t h e r  t imes  of go ing  t o  
Oregon, Old M r s  G r i f f i t h  i s  S t i l l  i n  t h e  l and  of t h e  l i v i n g  and w e l l  
a s  u s u a l  Noah g o t  mar r ied  and i s  l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  mother he  marr ied  
a  Daughter of S t eve  Mulherr ins  a  very  t i d y  and n e a t  l i t t l e  woman 
Noah i s  awful ly  l a z y ,  J e s s e  r e n t e d  h i s  house & land t o  M r s  E l i z a b e t h  
She l lhouse  and moved t o  I l l i n o i s ,  S e t t l e d  n e a r  Old Man S i n k l e  
l i t t l e  John H G r i f f i t h  Sold 4 0  a c r e s  of  h i s  up land  t o  J o e l  a  few 
days  ago f o r  180 D o l l a r s  he  moves down and S e t t l e s  i m e d i a t l y  under  
t h e  Eye of Old Mordica Amos John g e t s  t i g h t  every  t ime t h a t  he  can  
g e t  l i q u o r  enough, has  done no good S i n c e  you l e f t ,  J o e l  i s  making 
money i n  a  Small  way, Old J i m  Moor S p i n s  him a l o n g ,  M r s  G r i f f  i t h  
has  a  Sevear S p e l l  of  S i ckness  l a s t  f a l l ,  Joel.  bought a  l i k e l y  Nigro 
f e l l o w  l a s t  f a l l  p a i d  500 D o l l a r s  he  was cheap Old Moor h i s  banker 
and g a r d i e n  f u r n i s h e d  p a t  of t h e  money, Amos S G r i f f i t h  and f ami ly  
a r e  a l l  w e l l  Amos had a  Sevear  S p e l l  of f e v e r  l a s t  f a l l  Susan a l s o  
was q u i t e e  S i ck  f o r  Some t i m e ,  a l l  t h r e e  of t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  Will iam 
Anderson & Mary had t h e  c h i l l s  i n  t h e  f a l l  a l l  a t  t h e  Same t i m e ,  
Ame i s  do ing  b e t t e r  t han  he has  done f o r  y e a r s ,  he  s o l d  t h e  l o t s  
t h a t  he  g o t  from t h e  e s t a t e  of h i s  f a t h e r  and t r a d e d  i n  h o r s e s  
u n t i l l  he has  pa id  a l l  h i s  d e b t s  b u t  took one of them i s  f o r  t h e  
Higher of Old Sam he  i s  paying i n t e r e s t  on t h a t ,  he  w i l l  bee  a b l e  
t o  pay t h a t  o f f  by f a l l  i f  nothang happens,  t h e r e  i s  no danger  of 
l o o s i n g  t h e  d e b t ,  h i s  l and  i s  no o r  w i l l  bee  i n  h i s  own name S h o r t l y  
he  does  n o t  work much him S e l f ,  he has  a  boy h ighered  t h i s  y e a r  from 
I l l i n o i s .  Thomas Shepherd i s  n o t  making much on t h e  Old Farm, t hey  
was a l l  S i ck  l a s t  Summer, he  wishes  t o  S e l l ,  Lewis Baandon i s  S t i l l  
l i v i n g  wi th  Shepherd & James Jonatham & John S p a i r e s  Bought t h e  Sam 
A l l i s o n  Farm and a r e  making l o t s  of Tobaco & co rn  & J i m  & John say  
t h e y  a r e  r e so lved  t o  go t o  Oregon i n  1848, t h e  G i r l s  a r e  a l l  S i n g l e  
y e t ,  So a r e  t h e  boys a  r e a l  den of Old Bachelors  & Old Maids - Old 
Nicholas  G r i m m e t t  i s  S t i l l  on t h e  S t age  of a c t i o n  t h e  Same o l d  n i c k  
h i s  f i n g e r  & thum h a s  n o t  wore o u t  y e t  a s  he  S t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
b rake  l i t t l e  S t i c k s  John S. McConnell i s  S t i l l  l i n g e r i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  
of bad luck  ( t h e  Old M i l l )  he  i s  j e s t  l i v i n g  and a l l  S a i d ,  Old John 
Sidwel l  and a l l  t h e  long leged young S idwe l l s  a r e  on t h e  c r e e k  



a l l  t o g e t h e r  where you l e f t  them, Aunt d r u s y  i s  S t i l l  l i v i n g  b u t  
y e r y  much a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  d i s e a s e ,  Old Ke l l ey  Smith g o t  t i g h t  l a s t .  
f a l l  - l a y  o u t  a l l  n i g h t  and g o t  h i s  t o e s  a l l  f r o s t  b i t  ha s  had one 
o r  two of them c u t  o f f ,  Old Jacob  & Keley had a  f i g h t  J acob  b r u i s e d  
on of Ke l l eys  f i n g e r s  So t h a t  it had t o  b e  c u t  o f f  - So he  ha s  
been a  c r i p p l e  a l l  f a l l  and w i n t e r  K e l l y  h a s  moved up t o  t h e  Peay 
p l a c e  and Rober t  Browning moved t o  t h e  house  t h a t  K e l l y  l e f t  Old 
man Gourley S i r  So ld  h i s  farm t o  M r  Benjamin Humes whome he  bought  
it o f  l o s t  100$ 013 it done w e l l  a t  t h a t ,  Gourley he had a  g r e a t d e a l  
of S i c k n e s s ,  he moved n e a r  Ashley.  John A. Norton i s  S t i l l  on M r  
C renshaws fam he i s  thought  t o  bee  t h e  e a s i e s t  and b e s t  c o n t e n t e d  
man i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  he  h a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  w i f e .  makes less g r a i n  
and l i v e s  e a s i e r  t h a n  any body else - M r s  Norton & Sam Burks had t h e  
Shangue l a s t  Summer a t  t h e  Same t i m e ,  Burks S e n t  word down t o  Norton 
f o r  t h e  Sake of t h e  q u i e t  of t h e  Neighborhood n o t  t o  Shake a t  t h e  
Same t i m e  o r  on t h e  Same day t h a t  h e  d i d  l e a s t  t h e  peop l e  bee  
a l l a rmed  Scposing it t o  bee  t h e  a f f e c t s  on a n  e a r t h  quake - ~ i l l i a m  
Norton h i s  mother & M r s  Crenshaw a r e  a l l  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  and a l l  
S i n g l e  B i l l e y  i s  do ing  ve ry  w e l l  You i n s t r u c t e d  m e  t o  S e l l  your  
Negroes t o  good m a s t e r s .  I a c c o r d i n g l y  endeavored t o  doe So by 
S e l l i n g  Anderson t o  B i l l y  abou t  t h e  f i r s t  of January  l a s t  f o r  $425. 
Cash o r  which was b e t t e r ,  h e  p a i d  One Hundred down t h e  ba l ance  he  
gave h i s  n o t e  f o r  drawing t e n  p e r  c e n t  I n t e r e s t  I lond 50$ t o  
J . C .  Henry. t h e  ba l ance  t o  Wil l iam Brown Sanford  Crow S e c u r i t y  
Anderson has  a  good home, C l a i b o r n e  Thurman h a s  c a s h  t h i s  y e a r  
a g a i n  a t  t i e  Same p r i c e  & t e r m s  - he  i s  pay ing  t e n  p e r  c e n t  on t h e  
l a s t  y e a r s  h i g h e r  c a s h  i s  v e r y  w e l l  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  p l a c e  and t r e a t  
-ment I .  r a t h e r  t h i n k  t h a t  I c a n  S e l l  c a s h  t o  him t h i s  n e x t  f a l l ,  
it i s  mear ly  S u p o s i t i o n ,  Cash h a s  e e d  good h e a l t h  S i n c e  you l e f t  - 
Though Thumon h i s  w i f e  and a l l  h i s  c h i l d r e n  was S i c k  l a s t  f a l l  
c h i l l s  and f e v e r  h e  i s  do ing  w e l l  he  h a s  a  b o u t  1 0 0 0  b u s h e l s  wheat  
t o  S e l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e  wheat  i s  worth  i n  Lou i s i ana  6 5  c t s  Cash - I 
r e c d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  your l e t t e r  t o  S e l l  Sam Sindy  & c h i l d r e n  
a l l  t o  g e t h e r  and l e t  them select  t h e i r  m a s t e r ,  one t h a t  t h e y  would 
bee  w i l l i n g  t o  l i v e  w i t h ,  which t h e y  found t o  b e e  d i f f i c u l t  u n d e r t a k i n g  
a s  f i v e  men wished t o  buy a l l  of them, I cou ld  have So ld  Sindy t o  
a  h a l f  dozen pe r sons  b u t  Sam Seemed t o  be  r a t h e r  a  d r u g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
a l s o ,  a s  men when t h e y  buy a  negro wish  t o  g i t  one t h a t  c a n  doe 
Something i m e d i a t l y  - I f i n a l l y  Succeeded i n  making a  S a l e  of t h e  
Whole Family Sam Sindy L o u i s i a  w i t h  h e r  younges t  c h i l d  f o r  9 0 0  
D o l l a r s  h a l f  c a s h  & t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  on t h e  1s t day of  J anua ry  n e x t ,  
t h a t  i s  a l l  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I cou ld  Doe. u n l e s s  I had have So ld  
them t o  negro  t r a d e r s  which would have been a  p o s i t i v e  v i o l a t i o n  
of i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  v i o l a t i o n  of  humanity and any own 
' f e e l i n g s  I cou ld  n o t  r e c o n c i l e  i t  t o  my own f e e l i n g  t o  Send Sindy 
& t h e  c h i l d r e n  down t h e  r i v e r  I cou ld  n o t  t h i n k  you would j u s t i f y  
Such an a c t  i n  use  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p r i c e  - Sam i s  g i t t i n g  
Old and had a  ve ry  S3vear  S p e l l  of S i c k n e s s  l a s t  S p r i n g  - and 
f r e q u e n t l y  has  S p e l l s  of  t h e  P l u r i s y  which i n j u e r e d  t h e  S a l e  of  him 
t h e y  was ve ry  anx ious  t o  go t o  James McWatson t o  whome I f i n a l l y  
So ld  them. he  had So ld  prime l a s t  f a l l  t o  C h a r l s  Bacon - P a i n e  
g o t  So S e l f  impor t an t  t h a t  Watson cou ld  doe  no th ing  w i t h  him, 
Watson p a i d  m e  180 D o l l a r s  and i s  t o  pay t h e  b a l a n c e  of  t h e  Cash 
payment n e x t  week a t  c o u r t  when I w i l l  make him a  b i l l  05 S a l e  - 



I have n o t  loned  a l l  of t h e  180 d o l l a r s  y e t  no pe r son  a p p l y i n g  
a s  y e t  I cou ld  l o n e  it v e r y  Soon i f  I would l e t  Some f o l k s  have 
i t ,  So t h e  f i r s t  o f  J anua ry  n e x t  B o l i v a r  your Negroes w i l l  o r  t h e  
p roceeds  o f  them w i l l  b e  nea r  4000 D o l l a r s  w i t h  Sams h i g h e r  l a s t  ' 

y e a r  I t r a d e d  w i t h  Watson i n  Feby l a s t ,  The Negroes a l l  wish  t o  
bee  remembered t o  you a l l  - a l l  of  them v e r y  anx ious  t o  See  you 
i n  t h i s  coun ty  a g a i n ,  S indy  ha s  bee  q u i t e  S i c k  S i n c e  She ha s  been 
a t  Watsons, o l d  D i l l e r  a s  S t o u t  and h a r t y  a s  u s u a l ,  M r s  Watson 
w i f e  of  James M Watson Died on t h e  6 t h  day  of March o f  h e r  o l d  
d i s e a s e  - Old Man Joseph White d i e d  i n  S e p t r  I b e  l i e v e  M r s  J o n e s  
Daughtr o f  Ann Turner  d i e d  o f  Conges t i ve  c h i l l  t h i s  w i n t e r ,  S e v e r a l  
Negro Fel lows r u n  a  way l a s t  f a l l  & w i n t e r  Rober t  A l l i s o n s  J ack  
fo rmer ly  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  Hope A l l i s o n s  l e f t  l a s t  f a l l  took  a  f i n e  
h o r s e  of  Joseph  A l l i s o n s  Sadd l e  & B i d l e ,  went  t o  palmyra a l l  n i g h t  
a t  t h e  t a v e r n  l e f t  n e x t  morning w i t h  o u t  pay ing  b i l l  r o d e  r i g h t  i n  
t o  Marion C i t y  t i d e  h i s  h o r s e  up t o  t h e  c o r n e r  of a  Ware House, 
watched h i s  o p e r t u n i t y  S t o l e  a  S k i f t  c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r  and has  n o t  
been heard  of  S i n c e  - J o  A l l i s o n  g o t  h i s  h o r s e  & r i g g i n g  on t h e  
n i g h t  o f  t h e  S i x t h  of  Feby Migaman Templetoms t o o .  men I s a a c  & 
C h a r l e s ,  & Cap t  Mackeys Jourdon a l l  i n  company c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r  
a t  Lou i s i ana  on t h e  I c e  and made a b o u t  80 m i l e s  i n  I l l i n o i s  t h e y  
was a l l  t a k e n  up by Some Suckes  b r o u g h t  back ,  t h e y  payed a  reward 
o f  One Hundred D o l l a r s  a  p i e c e  f o r  them, Templeton So ld  h i s  two 
i m e d i a t l y  t o  C Bacon f o r  1 ,150 D o l l a r s ,  t h e  o l d  Capt  concluded 
t o  t r y  Jourdan  l o n g e r ,  a s  h e  S a i d  h e  would n o t  t r y  a n  o t h e r  t r i p  
of  t h e  Same River  a s  long  a s  he  l i v e d  he  s a y s  he  come p r e t t y  nea r  
S t a r v i n g  - Young negro  men from 18 t o  30 y e a r s  o f  age  a r e  -uorth 
600$, t h e  t r a d e r s  d o n t  want o l d  neg roes  t h e y  make l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  
on them, Horses a r e  S t i l l  low u n l e s s  f i n e  r i d i n g  & t h e y  S e l l  f o r  
f a i r  p r i c e s ,  Say from 60 t o  80 D o l l a r s  - comon h o r s e s  a r e  t o o  
B o l i v a r  I swaped your S o r r e l l  f i l l e y  o f f  l a s t  f a l l  f o r  a  l a r g e  
S o r r e l l  Horse 5  y e a r s  o l d  and a n  e x c e l e n t  work h o r s e  v e r y  g e n t l e  

and t h e  f i l l e y  was most  an  e x c e l e n t  a n i m i l ,  She g o t  i n  t o  t h e  
p r a c t i c e  of Kick ing  i n  t h e  h a r n e s s ,  She c o u l d  Kick h a r d e r  & 
l onge r  and l o u d e r  t h a n  any a n i m i l  t h a t  e v e r  I Seen Kick She become 
v e r y  da inge rous  I t r i e d  t o  S e l l  h e r  b u t  cou ld  n o t  doe  i t ,  f o r  any 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  h e r  t h e  h o r s e  w i l l  S e l l  f o r  a  f a i r  p r i c e  
when t h e r e  i s  a  demand f o r  t h a t  Kind o f  h o r s e .  I t h i n k  I c a n  S e l l  
him f o r  55 o r  60$ - I have 3  o t h e r  Horses  I s t i l l  keep K i t  & o l d  
B r u t t  - Rober t  Browning ha s  p a i d  p a r t  of  h i s  n o t e ,  I would have Sued 
him b u t  he  h a s  been l i v i n g  w i t h  o l d  John ~ l m i t h  and I cou ld  n o t  
l e a r n  what p r o p e r t y  r e a l l y  belonged t o  him he  ha s  moved t o  him 
S e l f  t h i s  S p r i n g ,  I w i l l  b e e  a f t e r  him w i t h  a  Sharp  S t i c k  J ackson  
Mar t in  h i s  S e c u r i t y  l a c k s  a b o u t  from 500 do 1000 D o l l a r s  o f  b e i n g  
any body a t  a l l  - Rob McCoy Pa id  o f f  h i s  n o t e  i n  August  l a s t ,  McCoy 
i s  making money now wood i s  wor th  2 ,12 p e r  c o r d  he  ha s  been pay ing  
5 0 c t s  p e r  c o r d  f o r  chopping - Henry Schoo l e r  & Henry Crow a r e  S e l l i n g  
good, a t  t h e  c r o s s r o a d  n e a r  Andrew Traemers b l a c k s m i t h  Shop, Joseph  
G King i s  s t i l l  on t o p  o f  t h e  f l i n t  h i l l ,  h e  S e l l s  more goods t h a n  
t h e  o t h e r  f i r m  a t  t h e  c r o s s  r o a d s  Wil l iam G Gooch moved t o  L inn  
coun ty  l a s t  S p r i n g ,  r e n t e d  o u t  h i s  farm h e r e  t o  M r  J e w e l l ,  w e  have 
a  r e p o r t  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  t h a t  Gooch i s  d e a d ,  which I Suppose t o  b e e  
c o r e c t ,  and t h e  rest  of  h i s  f a m i l y  a l l  d a i n g e r o u s l y  ill, w i t h  w i n t e r  
f e v e r ,  Rober t  H A l l i s o n  Esq r  i s  v e r y  low w i t h  consumption o r  Some 
k ind  of  b r e a s t  comp la in t  he  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  l i v e  long  u n l e s s  a  
p r o v i d e n t i a l  i n t e r f e a r a n c e  on h i s  b e h a l f  he  may b e e  dead now I have 
no word from him f o r  S e v e r a l  d a y s .  I w i l l  now g i v e  you a  l i s t  of  
those who have been ea led  t o  a n o t h e r  E x i s t e n c e  S i n c e  m y  l e t t e r  



t o  you l a s t  y e a r  from v a r i o u s  d i s e a s e s  and causes  May 2  Will iam 
P a t t e r s o n  Son of  John,  about  18 y e a r s  of  Age o f  Lung Fever Samuel 
P a t t e r s o n  had a  ve ry  Seveare  S p e l l  o f  t h e  s ame  d i s e a s e  b u t  recovered 
May 2nd M r  Dammern a  young man was when F i sh ing  i n  t h e  
goos pond below C l a r k s v i l l e  h i s  M r  Reed o f  C l a r k s v i l l e  
t h e  V e n t r e l i q u e s t  a l s o  Kept a  was Drowned i n  t h e  
Mississippi River  Montgomery had a  c h i l d  o f  
15 months o l d  Drowned i n  i n  a  2" Old Joseph 
Walker of  Lung Fever & Augest of  Old John 
of Fever & D i s t r e s s ,  cn  t h e  i n f l a m a t i o n  o f  
t h e  l ungs  & f e v e r  ve ry  J i m  Browns 
Some 2  y e a r s  & Some Mc Connel l  
Son of  Rober t ,  t aken  
f e v e r  blood S e t t l e d  
Pa l sey  B. F. B u r n e t t  
of Fever - i n  S e p t r  
v i s i t ,  Oct 12 th  a t  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  Major J o  n  Fagg 7 1  y e a r s  o f  age  - 
Claibourn remember h i s  p a r t i n g  words t o  you and p r o f f i t  t h e r e  by - 
a t  H i s  r e s i d e n c e  Old Will iam P a t t e r s o n  whd f e l l  i n  t o  t h e  f i r e  
o f f  of h i s  c h a i r  & was burned t o  d e a t h  a s  h e  was a l l  a  l o n e ,  Novr 
6 a t  H i s  Residence Joseph Mc Cune of Some S o r t  o f  f e v e r ,  he  had two 
negro women t h a t  d i e d  a l s o ,  of t h e  Same Disease .  Decr 13 Thomas 
J Ba i r ce  of Louis iana Esqr  of  ~ n f l a m a t i o d  of t h e  Lungs from co ld  
and exposure.  January  5 t h  1847 
of t h e  lungs  taken  ve ry  Sudent ly  
r a i l s  a l l  day took a  p a i n  i n  t h e  
S i x  days  a f t e r  he  was a  c o r p s e  
m i l l  and h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  land and George Brown o u t ,  
g i v e  500 Do l l a r s  & George c l e a r e d  it t h e  o f f i c e  George t a l k e d  
ve ry  S t rong  of going t o  Oregon t h i s  he w i l l  n o t  go 
now nor  h e r e a f t e r  - he  has  n o t  t h e  he i s  going t o  
I l l i n o i s  - Jany 1 5 t h  M r s  Crow James Linger ing  
d i s e a s e  24, M r s  Watts c o n s o r t  of 
on Feby 1 4  Old M r s  Widow Wat t s ,  
Emerson - Sickness  M r s  P o l l y  Templeton had a  ve ry  Seveare  a t t a c t  
of c h i l l  and f e v e r  which reduced h e r  very  
weeks, M r s  Goret  Goodman l a y  Some 8  o r  1 0  

low f o r  Some 3  o r  4 
weeks w i t h  Some S o r t  of 

f e v e r  and o t h e r  d i s e a s e  t h e y  boa th  have r 
had a  ve ry  Seveare S p e l l  of f e v e r  l a s t  M i s s  Sarah Jane  Mc 
Card ie  was ve ry  bad f o r  Some weeks wi th  She has  t h e  c h i l l s  
and f e v e r  a t  t h i s  t ime - E m i t  Mc Card ie  & f e v e r ,  ha s  had 
them a  bout  a  week t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Old a r e  w e l l ,  
and S i n g l e ,  t h e  o l d  l a d s  had t h e  Oregon I t h i n k  
i t  has  wore o f f  by t h i s  t ime - Samuel 
t h e  coun t ry  doing about  a s  u s u a l  J i m  
he S t a r t e d  on ho r se  back no Saddle  w a l l e t 4  of c l t h s  & umbrel la  
spred over  him, it i s  Sa id  he  has  gon t o  Ky - f o r  t h e  purpose 
of Studying D i v i n i t y  I Suppose he w i l l  bed back t h i s  f a l l  coming 
t o  Spred t h e  g l ad  t i d i n g s  of  t h e  Campbell r i t e  d o c t r i n ,  t o  t h i s  
benighted land  would n o t  bee  a  b r i g h t  s t a d  i n  Oregon from t h e  
E a s t ,  c a n t  you make room f o r  Such a  ~ e t r o q e n i o u s  mass of congloborated 
m a t e r i a l  a s  he i s  compossed of i n  Some of your I n d i a n  T r i b e s  i n  
Oregon a s  a  Missionary i f  it bee So. 



Table  Showing t h e  d i f f e r e n t  Kinds and t h e  changes i n  t h e  weather  
from t h e  f i r s t  of November, I n  October we had Some Sevear  heavy 
f r o s t s  and Some ve ry  c o l d  days  - wi th  8  dlays o r  n i g h t s  of  r a i n ,  
t h e  month of September was v e r y  warm & wet , -  

I w i l l 1  t e l l  you now ~7ho has  and has  had khe Oregon Fever f o r  
a  lonlg t ime and has  been i n c r e a s e d  v e r y  mbch by having had a n  a t t a c t  
of  t h e  Missour i  f e v e r ,  and t h a t  i s  your  humble Fr iend  t h e  w r i t e r  
of t h i s  l e t t e r  I am p o s i t i v l y  r e s o l v e d  t o  go ,  t o  Oregon i n  1848 
i f  I l i v e ,  and l e r n e  from your l e t t e r s ,  which I expec t  t o  r e c e i v e  
from you t h i s  Summer, t h a t  you a r e  a l l  en~ joy ing  good h e a l t h  and a r e  
a s  well1 p l ea sed  wi th  t h e  coun t ry  a s  you ~ k e m e d  t o  bee  when you 

(TABLE ) 

wrote  
t h e r e  

your l e t t e r  i n  t h e  Sp r ing  o r  w i n t e r  of 1846 a f b e r  remaining 
and Seeing t h e  d i f f e r e n t  Seasons ,  Sp r ing ,  Summer, f a l l ,  and 

a  second Winter  w i t h  t h e  Produc t ion  of  t hk  coun t ry  which would 
enablk you much b e t t e r  t o  de te rmine  whether t h e  coun t ry  would S u i t  
you 01 n o t  I a l s o  wish t o  know whether you a l l  have determined 
t o  make t h a t  your f u t u r e  and permanant home o r  n o t ,  I should 
have liked. t o  S e t  o u t  t h i s  Sp r ing  i n  compbny w i t h  t h e  company from 
Pike  County of I l l i n o i s ,  I f  I could  have been prepared  and my 
bus inkss  So a r r anged ,  and been S a t i s f i e d  ? h a t  you a l l  would remain 
t h e r e  So t h a t  I might  have found you t h a r  t h i s  f a l l ,  b u t  n o t  be ing  
Sa t i s l f i ed  of t h a t  f a c t  I d i d n o t  t r y  t o  p r k p a i r  f o r  t h e  t r i p  t h i s  
Seasoin I hope your n e x t  l e t t e r  w i l l  b ee  r e c d  i n  t i m e  t h i s  Summer 
f o r  m& t o  p r e p a i r  every  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  r o u ' t  t o  Oregon i n  48, i f  it 
g i v e s  me t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  I hope i t  L i l l  doe ,  i f  you a r e  a l l  
p l ea sed  wi th  t h e  c l i m e t  Produc t ions  and a r e  S e t t l e d  t o  remain 
t h e r e  I then  Say you may look f o r  me i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1848, I f  I 
can  make aney d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h i s  farm anh o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  So a s  
n o t  t o  make t o o  g r e a t  a  S a c r i f i c e .  I t  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  m a t t e r  t o  S e l l  
Land f o r  a  f a i r  p r i c e  o r  any t h i n g  n e a r  what i t  i s  worth u n l e s s  
it i s  a  Small  t r a c t  and a d j o i n i n g  Some pbrson t h a t  wants i t ,  Old 
G a r r e t  Goodman o f f e r e d  Dewil James 500 ~ o ~ l l a r s  Cash down f u r  h i s  
90 a c r e  farm, which he bought of John MacFey more t h a n  i t  i s  worth he ,  
a sks  600$, James i s  l i v i n g  i n  Lou i s i ana ,  Goodman has  a s  few f r i e n d s  
a s  u s u a l ,  I would l i k e  t o  l e a v e  h e r e  ve ry  
wi th  t h e  Country nor  t h e  People ,  I doe n o t  
t o  t h e  people  of t h i s  imed ia t e  Neighborhood, 
Some of them a s  mean and t r i f l i n g ,  h e r e  a s  
f o r  I n s t a n c e  Wieth Royatty he  i s  do ing  no 
5  B a r r e l l s  of c o r n  l a s t  Season,  he w in t e red  
t h i s  w i n t e r  h i s  hogs has  been l a i d  o u t  t o  
w i th  o u t  S a l t ,  he has  been Sneaking round 

much I am n o t  s a t i s f i e d  
have r e f f e r e n c e  e n t i e r l e y  

a l l  though t h e r e  i s  
d a r e  t o  bee  aney whare, 

good he made a  bou t  
h i s  h o r s e s  on Straw 

bacon hode and a l l  
and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  f r i e n d l y  

wi th  me Old Mother Mc Card ie  and a l l  of h,er house hold  have g o t  
a s  f r i e n d l y  a s  Somany pupeys,  t h e y  borrow l o t s  - Wm Mc Cune and 
fami ly  a r e  a l l  w e l l ,  B i l l e y  i s  a  good ne ibhbor ,  Sanford Crow and 
f ami ly  a r e  a l l  w e l l ,  S a n t  i s  a  ve ry  good e ighbor  him S e l f ,  b u t  t a k e  n c a r e  of M r s  C - S a n t  t a l k s  of going t o  Oregon i n  1848, i f  he  can  
S e l l  h i s  l a n d ,  he Seems t o  bee  i n  good bird e a r n e s t ,  he  Sends h i s  
r e s p e c t s  t o  you a l l  and Says he would likle ve ry  much t o  See you a l l  - 
M r s  Crow and a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  has  t h e  c h i l l l s  & f e v e r  l a s r  f a l l  
h i s  yal low G i r l  Sarah has  a  r i g h t  White 
t h e  L i t t l e  Crows 

Nigger boy, wh i t e  a s  any of 



I w i l l  nowproceed  t o  g i v e  you a  l i s t  of Marr iages  i n  t h e  l a s t  12  
months o r  S ince  I wrote  t o  you of  Such persons  a s  Some of you 
o r  a l l  have r e c o l e c t i o n  of On May 1 4  M r .  Robert  S t e e l  t o  M r s  E l e n .  
Widow of F r a n c i s  Watts  Esqr  Decd, M r  James Muse t o  M i s s  J ane  
McQuerry a l l  of t h i s  neighborhood,  J u l y  9 t h  M r  John Smith Son 
of Old John t o  M i s s  Mary Ann daugh te r  of  Wm Browning one of t h e  
Ho te s t  days  o f  l a s t  y e a r  Johns  head looked a s  though it would t a k e  
f i r s  w e  was a t  t h e  wedding I a l s o  a t  t h e  i n  f a i r  M r  J a s  T i l l e t t  
on t h e  2nd of August t o  M i s s  E l i z a b e t h  Mackey, On J u l y  23th M r  
Amos G r i f f i t h  comonly Known by t h e  name of B a l l  t o  M i s s  Maria 
McCardie a l l  i n  S i g h t ,  it was a  S e l f i s h  t r a n s a c t i o n  n o t  any person 
a c t ,  J u l y  30 th  M r  Lewis Rober ts  t o  Cousin Lydia Doak a l l  of 
I l l i n o i s ,  Aug M r  John c  Beas ley  t o  a  Daughter of John Hughs, 
1 3 t h  M r  Asel  K Boyd t o  M i s s  E l i z a  Daughter of  Widow G r i f f i t h ,  
Oct r  8 ,  M r  Rober t  B P r i c e  t o  M i s s  Phebe Daught of Nicholas  Grimmett, - 
Alexr  ~ l l i s o n  Old J i m e s  Son t h e  Preacher  t o  a  M i s s  C a r r o l l  of  
Tennessee a r  own c o u s i n ,  Oct 22th  D r  Wise of Louis iana  former ly  
of C l a r k s v i l l e  t o  M i s s  Susan Mc Leod Daught o f  Wm McLeod Esqr  
Cousin J ane  Doak was marr ied  i n  S e p t r  t o  a  M r  I s a a c  Zeumatt a l l  of 
I l l i n o i s  Novr/2Mr Williamson Shaw To M i s  Martha A.  V .  Daught of  
Old Will iam Shaw Decd c o u s i n  Novr 1 6  M r  Will iam Peay t o  M i s s  
Mildred Daughter of  Digs Luck, Decr 3 t h  M r  Old,  James Wiggington 
t o  M i s s  Lucy e l d e s t  Daughter of Cannon Johns ton  M r  Newman Eubanks 
t o  M i s s  Ca ro l ine  E Cannon l a t e  of V.A. , Decr 1 0 t h  M r  Joseph 
Nelson of  L inco ln  t o  M i s s  Rachel Walker Jumps, Decr 1 0 ,  M r  Samuel 
Givens t o  M i s s  Melinda Ann Daughtr of  Capt John Mackeys - Decr 1 0  
Doctr  Gorins of  Louis iana  t o  M r s  Sarah  Oaks from K . Y .  Decr 1 0 t h  
M r  J o s i a h  Hains M i s s  Ana E l i z a b e t h  Daught of Capt Thomas T .  Johns ton  
Decr 1 7 t h  M r  Abraham McPike t o  M i s s  Marga re t t  Morr is  of Bowling 
Green Decr 1 7 t h  M r  John T r i b b l e  To M i s s  Agnes Daughter of D r  
F. B Leach a l l  of Spences Burgh M r  John Browning Bro ther  of Wn 
& Robert  Browning Jany 1 4  t o  M i s s  E l i z a b e t h  Daughter o f  t h e  
Celebra ted  & w e l l  Known Luke Haff - boath  chea ted  each marr ied  
f o r  a  f o r t u n e  o r  p r o p e r t y ,  Abe Haff i s  a s  b i g  a  f o o l  a s  e v e r ,  
Young Luke a s  wor th l e s s  a s  u s u a l ,  Blan Baff do ing  no good I Sued 
him and g o t  my money Jany  1 4  M r  James F a l w e l l  t o  M i s s  C a t h r i n e  
Daughter of Chamness T Smith,  Jany  14 th  M r  James Baxter  Son of 
Jacob t o  M i s s  J a l e y  Daughter of  Old M r  Kelsaw i n  March M r  F r a n k l i n  
Hemphill t o  M i s s  J ane  McConnell, M r  W i l l  l a s t  f a l l  t o  M i s s  Sa rah  
Ann Daughter of Cyrus Mackeys - Cousin J a n e  C a r o l i n e  and Lydia 
have a l l  moved t o  them S e l v e s  & a r e  al-1 w e l l  a s  u s u a l  Ca ro l ine  
has  a  f i n e  Daughter C a l l s  it Sarah Jane  Waggoner a l l  commencing 
t h e  world w i t h  a  pampton S t a r t s  f o r  Small  f ami ly  Andrew Kramer 
has  bought 40 Acres of Land of John Ke l l ey  J o i n i n g  J a s  McLeod 
he paid  500 D o l l a r s  and moves t h e r e  about  t h e  f i r s t  of May John 
Ke l l ey  has  moved t o  Watsons S ince  t h e  dea th ro f  M r s  Watson Dandy 
Bob A l l i s o n  & James W .  Campbell h a s  a  heavy law S u i t  on hands 
A l l i s o n  made o u t  a  cha rge  of l y i n g  a  g a i n s t  Campbell i n  Wright ing 
and hand it t o  M r  C .  Campbell had e i t h e r  t o  c l e r e  up t h e  charge  
o r  g i t  h i s  p a s p o r t s  from t h e  Church, and bee  Stoped from p rech ing ,  
has  brought  S u i t  a  g a i n s t  M r  A f o r  20,000 D o l l a r s  Damages, A l l i s o n  
must l oose  t h e  S u i t  I t h i n k  no m a t t e r  i f  he does , -  Will iam Doak 
i s  on t h e  I s l a n d  y e t  he  had a  ve ry  s e v e r e  S p e l l  of Fever t h i s  w i n t e r  
thoug he has  recovered  So a s  t o  bee about  a  g a i n ,  him and h i s  Family 
enjoyed p r e t t y  good h e a l t h  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  Summer & f a l l  - he i s  
doing about  l i k e  he  was when you l e f t  he  t a l k e d  of go ing  t o  Oregon 



when I l a s t  Seen him, nex t  Sp r ing  i f  I go ,  I have has  no account  of 
Cois in  ~ e e s e  Doak S ince  I wrote  t o  you l a s t  Sp r ing ,  I am p r e t t y  
w e l l  S a t i s f i e d  t h a t  he i s  dead o r  he would have come home b e f o r e  
t h i s  t ime - Robert McLaughlin i s  ve ry  anxious  t o  S e l l  h i s  l and  i n  
I l l ,  a n d  t o  go t o  Oregon Joseph McLaughlin i s  l i v i n g  w i t h  Bob, 
he i s  n o t  mar r i ed ,  he i s  t a k i n g  t h e  World a s  ea sy  a s  u s u a l ,  t hey  
doe n o t  enjoy any good h e a l t h  a t  a l l ,  Some of them have t h e  
Summer f e a v e r  Some t h e  f a l l  & w i n t e r  f e v e r .  So they  doe n o t  have 
any S a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  any Season of t h e  y e a r ,  John W .  G r i f f i t h  has  
had a  wonderful  Oregon f e v e r  f o r  some t ime ,  M r s  G r i f f i t h  i s  
exceedinbly anxious  t o  go t o  Oregon I d o n t  t h i n k  She w i l l  h a rd ly  
Surv ive  i f  She dose  n o t  g i t  o f f  n e x t  Sp r ing ,  G r i f f i t h  S a i s  he can  
g i t  15 Dg l l a r s  p e r  a c r e  f o r  h i s  Farm, b u t  he  i s  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  
it away For t h a t  p r i c e  - I doe n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he c a n  g i t  1 0  
D o l l a r s  when he  comes t o  S e l l  Because t h e r e  is  b e t t e r  farms i n l a n d  
o f f e r e d  f o r  10$ pe r  a c r e  and no person  d i sposed  t o  buy t h a t  has  t h e  
money, The C a r r o l l  Moss Farm w i t h  o t  w i t h  o u t  t h e  S e c t i o n  J o i n i n g  
it i s  o f f e r e d  and has  been f o r  Some t ime f o r  1 0  D o l l a r s  p e r  a c r e  
( t h e  Robert  A l l i s o n  Q u a r t e r )  which i s  a  much more v a l u a b l e  T r a c t  
of land than  G r i f f i t h s  and t h e  improvements a  bout  a s  good,- I 
have had no news from V i r g i n i a  S ince  I wrote  t o  you,- I Sowed t h e  
bottom f i e l d  above t h e  house i n  Clover l a s t  w i n t e r  o r  t h e  w i n t e r  
of 45 and 6 - t h e  drought  l a s t  Smer Ki led  it on t h e  d r y  p a r t s  of  
t h e  f i e l d ,  on t h e  more damp p a r t s  of it I never  have Seen a  b e t t e r  
S e t  of c l o v e r  & t imothy - t h i s  w i n t e r  has  drawed t h e  c l o v e r  p r e t t y  
nea r  a l l  o u t  by t h e  r o o t s .  I am Sowing c l o v e r  & t imothy Seen on 
i t  a  g a i n  - The S e v e a r i t y  of t h e  Winter  has  des t royed  my p r o s p e c t s  
f o r  a  Summer p a s t u r e  - o r  ve ry  n e a r l y  So - A p r i l  t h e  1st t h e  l a s t  
week of March has  been ve ry  f i n e  wea ther ,  t h e  mud has  d r i e d  up i n  
t h e  road ,  and,  t h e  Ground i s  i n  good plough o r d e r .  My Oats  Sowed 
y e t ,  Oats  i s  Scearce  and worth 25/pr bu Cash - co rn  has  g o t  t o  
1 .75 pe r  b a r r e l , -  I have f i n i s h e d  of t h e  New house and it i s  q u i t e  
comfor tab le  I moved t h e  Old house o r  I r i s h  f o r t  - a l s o  t h e  lower 
Tobaco house b u t  it a  S t a b l e  & a  Lumber house o u t  of t h e r e  I have 
a  bout  a l l  of t h e  bottom J o i n i n g  M r s  McCardie Cleared  o u t  and 
Some on t h e  h i l l  towards Crows 

Jane  wishes t o  bee remembered t o  a 9 1  of you, She i s  n o t  very  anxious  
f o r  t h e  t r i p  t o  Oregon though She p r o f e s s e s  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  go 
i f  I t h i n k  o r  Should conclude from t h e  tone  of your n e x t  l e t t e r  
t h a t  we could doe b e t t e r  l i v e  e a s i e r  and have b e t t e r  h e a l t h  t han  i n  
t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  She dose  no t  wish t o  S t a r t  t o  Oregon u n t i l 1  one of 
you come i n ,  o r  boa th  So t h a t  She could  have a l l  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  
i n  d e t a i l  a  bout  t h e  coun t ry  r o u t ,  and have t h e  b e n e f i t  of your  
company back a  g a i n  a s  you would bee w e l l  acqua in t ed  w i t h  t h e  r o u t ,  
and a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which we would bee l i k e l y  t o  encounter  
on t h e  way. M r  Samuel S p i r e s  i s  l i v i n g  on t h e  M i s s  Hope A l l i s o n  
farm, he r e n t e d  Alexr Henrys p a r t  of i f  t h e  farm belongs t o  Henry 
Joseph A l l i s o n  & Alexr A l l i s o n  - Sam S p i r e s  t a l k s  of going t o  
Oregon nex t  Spr ing  thay  a r e  a l l  w e l l  I doe n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  he  i s  
making much c l e a r  Cash i f  any,  l i t t l e  Jack S idwe l l  Swars t h a t  he w i l l  
go t o  Oregon nex t  Sp r ing  i f  he  can  p o s i b l y  g i t  ready o r  f i x e d  he 
w i l l  S t a r i n  a  p o i n t ,  and t h e n  f a i l  a l l  most t o  a  c e r t a i n t y  L a s t  
f a l l  a t  Sanford:J  Heny Crows Grocery a t  w i l l i s  S idwe l l  M r  S tephen 
Hunter ,  and S e v e r a l  o t h e r  persons  was emploid o r  amusing them S e l v e s  
p i t c h i n g  D o l l a r s ,  it bee ing  ve ry  warm, Hunter threw o f f  h i s  c o a t  
and w a i s t  c o a t ,  on a  B a r r e l l ,  when he went t o  S t a r t  he  found t h a t  



h i s  p o s k e t t  Book was m i s s i n g  w i t h  45 D o l l a r s  i n  Cash,  which he  h a s  
never  g o t  o r  hea rd  o f ,  S t r a n g s  t o  t e l l  a n  t h e  Same evn ing  Some 
p e r s o n  S t o l e  a  Sack and a  Q u a r t e r  of mut ton from Sanford  Crow 
which h a s  n o t  been r ecove red  t h a t  I have e v e r  hea rd  o f ,  t h e r e  
was S o m e 5  o r  7  pe r sons  t h e r e  and of c o u r s e  none of  them took i t  
a s  t h e y  here a l l  engaged i n  t h e  evn ing  amusement, I w i l l  have  
you t o  know t h a t  I was n o t  t h a r e  n o t  never  have  been a t  any o f  
t h e i r  g a t h e r i n g s ,  which took  p l a c e  eve ry  S a t u r d a y  t h e y  w e r e  a  
h i g h  and t i g h t  se t  o f  f e l l o w s  - L o u i s i a n a  h a s  inproved  c o n s d e r a b l e  
t h e  l a s t y e a r  E & C Deas se r s  p u t  up a  l a r g e  Barch on t h e  c o r n e r  
where t h e  Old Stow house  S tood ,  P lock  p u t  up a  v e r y  good B r i c k  
d w e l l i n g  house ,  Thomas 3 .  Bai rd  p u t  up t h e  l a r g e s  and d e c i d e d l y  
t h e  b e s t  l ook ing  house  i n  town, Glasby p u t  up a  l a r g e  B r i c k  Black  
Smith shop ,  Near t h e  Branch below t h e  Tan Yard S e v e r a l  o t h e r  Smal l  
houses  b h t  L a s t  y e a r  C l a r k s v i l l e  h a s  n o t  i , p r o v e d  any a t  a l l  o n l y  
two d r y  Goods S t o r e s  i n  C l a r k s v i l l e  - Two G r o c e r i e s  & one  cham 
Shop - Samuel Minor moved t o  P a a r i e v i l l e  & Smith from t h e r e  t o  
whear R C  Brewington was l i v i n g  on t h e  Gooch p l a c e  Smith  i s  S e l l i n g  
Goods - t h e r e  and c a r r y i n g  on t h e  t a n n i n g  b u s i n e s s  l a r g e l y . -  Cap t  
B i l l e y  & M e l v i l l e  S t e r n e s  a r e  S t i l l  l i v i n g  on James fa rm t h e y  a r e  
go ing  t o l e v e  t h i s  S p r i n g  - Old Pea rks  & S t e r n s  S o l s  t h e i r  Negroes 
a b o u t  t h e  f i r s t  of  March t o  Cha r l ey  Bacon f o r  1200 D o l l a r s  P a r k s  
l e a v s  f o r  S t  Lou is  i n  a  few days  money p l e n t y  a s  l ong  a s  it w i l l  
l a s t  Old B i l l e y  S t e r n  g i t s  a s  t i g h t  a s  e v e r  and makes a s  much f u s s  
a s  u s u a l -  Melvin i s  more r e z e r v e d  and does  n o t  make So much 
n o i s .  he  S t i l l  h a s  b u l l  t h e  S h o r t  t a i l e d  
I n  l a s t  June  a  d i f f i c u l t y  r o s e  between Geore BucKner and Doctor  
Glover  of  Palmyra,  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Boath ,  t h e y  
m e t  e r l y i n  t h e  morning on t h e  S t r e e t ,  v e r y  few words i f  any 
passed between them BucKner D r e w  a  r e v o l v i n g  P i s t o l  S h o t  Glover 
th rough  t h e  body, Glover  rushed  on BucKner i n  t h e  a g o n i e s  o f  
Death r e s t e d  t h e  P i s t o l  from BucKner and Sho t  him B t h rough  t h e  
h e a r t ,  B d i e d  i m e d i a t l y  Glover  l i v e d  Some 2 o r  3 Hours - t h u s  
ended t h e  t r a d g y  --- 

Mar t in s  Burgh PiKe County I l l ,  A p r i l  3 rd  1847 
Uncle John & Aunt Lydia a r e  w e l l  f o r  o l d  folKS t h e y  a r e  g i t t i n g  
f r a i l  w i t h  o l d  age  c r awl ing  on them, a u n t  i s  q u i t e  weaKly 
t h e y  a r e l e f t  a l l  a l o n e  none l e f t  w i t h  them b u t  L i t t l e  John T, 
who i S  large enough t o  Plough - Aunt had a  v e r y  Sevear  a t t z i c t  
of  Measles l a s t  May tooK c o l d  and it came v e r y  n e a r  t e r m i n a t i n g  
h e r  e a r t h l y  e x i s t a n c e .  She l a y  u n t i l 1  t h e  l a s t  of  S e p t r  - She 
i s  ve ry  l e a n  - Cousin  J a n e  had t h e  meas l e s  She i s  q u i t e  l e a n  - 
and doS n o t  en joy  good h e a l t h  - C a r o l i n e  & Lydia a r e  Q u i t e  
h e a l t h y  - and en joy ing  good h e a l t h  - t h e  G i r l s  a r e  a l l  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  neighborhood o f  Mart iS  Burgh - Uncle i s  e n j o y i n g  a  bou t  
o f  good h e a l t h  a s  h e  h a s  done f o r  Some l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  

Mar ta inS Burgh Apl 4 t h  1847 I11 
JacKson I am r e q u e s t e d  t o  Say t o  you by Uncle  John t h a t  h e  

was Ga rn i sh i ed  By Samuel S p i r e s  Jr mis taKe it was Thomas 
S h e p h e a d &  and t h a t  your  F a t h e r  had t o  pay $128.00 D o l l a r s  
P r i n c i p a l  I n t e r e s t  & C o s t ,  i n  Cash which come v e r y  nea r  



r u i n i n g  him, he had t o  S e l l  a p o r t i o n  of  h i s  Land f o r  t h e  purpose ' 

of  meeting one of  t h e  payments due on it consequence of having 
t h e  S p i r e s  d e b t  t o  pay he has a l l  t h e  papers  i n  t h e  c a s e  
p rope r ly  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  by C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  t h e  proper  O f f i c e s ,  
he wishes  you t o  maKe Some a.rrangement w i t h  Cla iborne  o r  Bo l iva r  
through me t o  pay t h e  amount o r  i f  any of  them comes t o  g i t  
them t o  S e t t l e  it f o r  you o r  maKe Some arrangement t o  pay t h e  
money, he i s  determined t o  t r a d e  t h e  Debt, t o  Some person  
g o i n g ' t o  Oregon f o r  what I t  w i l l  b r i n g  h e r e  u n l e s s  you maKe 
Some arrangement t o  S e t t l e  it o t h e r  w i s e  ---- a s  he  Sa iS  he  
i S  v e r y  needy o r  w i l l  bee  i n  t h e  cou r se  of nex t  yea r  Uncle has 
had no d e f f i n a t e  account  from Reese - eve ry  account  goes  t o  
conf i rm t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  he is  n o t  amongst t h e  l i v i n g  - Uncle 
talKS Some t imes  l i K e  he would go t o  Oregon i f  I go n e x t  
Sp r ing ,  Dauyherty and Some o t h e r s ,  I have no Idea  t h a t  he eve r  
w i l l  a t t e m p t  it, 1 must Close ,  r e c e i v e  my b e s t  wishes  f o r  your 
h e a l t h  p r o s p e r i t y  and f o r t u n e  happiness  f a r  w e l l  Your a f f e c t i o n a t e  
Bro ther  & Cousin u n t i l 1  d e a t h  
To C . C .  & W.B. WalKer & A J  & Rebica DoaK --- 

W .  M. WalKer 



L e t t e r  t o :  C .C .  & W.B. Walker o r  A . J .  Doak 
Oregon C i t y  
Oregon T e r r i t o r y  

Favoured by M r  
F e l i x  Co l l a rd  of 
P ike  County I l l i n o i s  

from: W.M. Walker 

(from o r i g i n a l  owned by Byron J. Purv ine)  

Mart ins  Burgh Sunday Morning P i k e  County 111 .Apr i l  4 t h  1847 

Dear B r o t h e r s  & Cousins 

I am a t  Uncle John Doaks - & about  S t a r t i n g  home I have 
had no c h i l l s  S ince  t h e  f i r s t  day of  March f e e l  b e t t e r  
t h a n  I have done S i n c e  l a s t  J u l y  - I am n o t  e n t i e r l y  w e l l  
y e t  - t h e  f r i e n d  h e r e  i n  t h i s  town a r e  i n  moderate 
h e a l t h  a t  t h i s  t ime  - 

I have Sen t  by M r  Char ley  Hubbard a  compleat  f i l e  of t h e  
S t  Louis Union S i n c e  t h e  3rd of Novr l a s t  a l s o  Some 
o t h e r  pape r s  - Only one Whig paper  I d o n t  l i k e  them 
and Democrats doe  n o t  l i k e  t o  bee bo thered  w i t h  them - 
I a l s o  Send a  map of Texas Oregon & C a l i f o r n i a  Also a  
Book c a l l e d  Monument t o  Jackson which i s  a  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  
Book - I wish I could  m e e t  you t h i s  f a l l  on t h e  Banks 
o f  t h e  Wallamet t h i s  f a l l ,  o r  t h a t  I was S t a r t i n g  t o  
Oregon i n  S ted  of  S t a r t i n g  from I l l i n o i s ,  t o  Missour i  
I am anxious  t o  g e t  t o  a  more h e a l t h y  coun t ry  t h a n  
t h i s  I and evry  body t h a t  s e e n  t h e  Sample of  Wheat which 
you S e n t  i n  your l e t t e r  was wonder fu l ly  p l ea sed  w i t h  it - 
f a r  Supe r io r  t o  a i r  Missour i  Wheat, a  g r e a t  a n x i e t y  t o  
See your nex t  l e t t e r  by a  g r e a t  many pe r sons ,  o r  one of  
you - I must c l o s e  & S t a r t ,  I must Subsc r ibe  my S e l f  
your a f f e c t i o n a t e  Bro the r  & Cousin u n t i l 1  d e a t h  
CC & WB WalKer & A J  & Rebeca Doak 

WM WalKer 
Our Old f r i e n d  & Neighbor M r  John Venable wishes  t o  bee 
remberd t o  you a l l  w i t h  h i s  wishes  f o r  your h e a l t h  
p r o s p e r i t y  & f u t u r e  p r o s p e r i t y  



L e t t e r  t o :  C .  C .  & W .  B. Walker o r  
A J Doak 

Oregon C i t y  W a l l i m e t t  V a l l e y  
Oregon T e r r i t o r y  

Independence  Mo 
Recd t h e  1 5  Day of  

S e p t , ,  1847 

from: W .  M. Walker 

(from o r i g i n a l  owned by Byron J. P u r v i n e )  

Calumet C r e e K  PiKe County Mo A p r i l  5tk 1847 
Dear B r o t h e r s  & Cous ins .  I embrace t h e  o p o r t u n i t y  of  a  

m a i l  S e n t  by Government from Independence  t o  Oregon C i t y  
t o  i n  fornm you o f  M a t t e r s  & t h i n g s  h e r e ,  Your L e t t e r  
b e a r i n g  d a t e  o f  Feby 1 4  1846 r e c d  on t h e  27tb day  of  
J u l y .  which w e  was a n x i o u s l y  looKing f o r  and which was a  
S o r s e  of  h e a r t  f e l t  Joy  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  you had a l l  a r r i v e d .  
S a f e  a t  your  d e s t i n e d  home - and was e n j o n i n g  much 
b e t t e r  h e a l t h  t h a n  whhen you l e f t  Mo, and a l s o  t h a t  you 
a l l  Seemed t o  b e e  w e l l  p l e a s e d  and S a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  
c o u n t r y  - I c a n n o t  Say t h a t  your  l e t t e r  found u s  a l l  
e n j o y i n g  h e a l t h  I was taKen SicK w i t h  Some S o r t  o f  
B i l i o u s  f e v e r  on  t h e  21' day  o f  J u l y  I c a l l e d  i n  D r  
Harvey and g o t  t h e  f e v e r  broKen i n  a  few d a y s ,  o n  t h e  2  nd 

o f  August  I r e l a p s e d  and was worse  t h a n  a t  f i r s t  - D r  
Harvey a g a i n  broKe i t ,  a g a i n  - g o t  a b o u t  t h e  Second t i m e  
tooK t o o  much e x e r c i s e  & r e l a p s e d  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  I was 
c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  house and y a r d  f o r  8  weeKS, t h e n  
comensed r i d i n g  a  b o u t  improved Slowly u n t i l l  t h e  12  t h  

of  Novr I tooK t h e  C h i l l S  & f e v e r .  and had them o f f  and 
o n  u n t i l l  t h e  f i r s t  day  of March which was t h e  l a s t  
C h i l l  t h a t  I had I have  been a t  worIZ f o r  Some 3 WeeKS 
though I am n o t  r e s t o r e d  t o  h e a l t h  y e t ,  my Doctor  B i l l  
was 22 D o l e r s  25 c t S  and have  l o s t  a l l m o s t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  
S i n c e  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I was taKen b e s i d e s  t h e  S u f f e r i n g  = 
J a n e  had t h e  c h i l l s  & f e v e r  a  few t i m e s  i n  August ,  She  
tooK Some p i l l s  which broKe it and h a s  n o t  had any  S i n c e  
She h a s  en joyed  good h e a l t h  S i n c e ,  l i t t l e  Mary V i r g i n i a  
h a s  en joyed  good h e a l t h ,  She Can t a l K  q u i t e  p l a i n  and 
i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of Companey t o  u s  w e  have  no i n c r e a s e  i n  
o u r  f a m i l y  - no p r o s p e c t ,  t h e  Negroes a l l  had good 
h e a l t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  Summer f a l l  & w i n t e r ,  There  was 
n o t  a s  much SicKness  l a s t  Year  a s  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  
d e a s e a s e s  was n o t  So f a t a l ,  i n  t h e  f a l l  t h e r e  w e r e  a  
g r e a t  many c a s e s  o f  C h i l l S  & f e v e r  A goodmany d e a t h s  
from one  Cause o r  o t h e r .  Old Major Hagg. Old Wi l l i am 
P a t t e r s o n  Young WW P a t t e r s o n  Sons o f  John  Boath  t h e  
B u r n e t t s  FranK & John ~ ' ~ o n n e l l  Son of  R o b e r t  MConnellS, 
Malchom and S a l l y  Gordon, John  Washam, Old B i l l y  Shaw 



Old MrS Widdow WattS, ~ WattSeS Wife - MrS EmersonWife 
of E.D.E,  MrS JameS M Watson of he r  o1.d compaint .  MrS 
Smith Old Johns Wife - of f e v e r  g l d  John HughS, l i t t l e  
Son of  Old J i m  Browns. Joseph M Cune & 2 Negro Woman 
ThomaS J .  Baid of Lou i s i ana ,  JameS Crows Wife, M r  W: 
Damern and Horse was drowned when f i s h i n g ,  Reed t h e  
Ventre loques& & f i s h e r  of C la rKSv i l l e  was Drowned i n  
t h e  r i v e r ,  M B e l l  had a Ch i ld  drowned i n  a t u b  of  Wat ter  
George W .  BucKner and Doctor Glover of Palmyra f e l l  o u t ,  
Met on t h e  S t r e e t  Soon i n  t h e  morning BucKner drew a 
r evo lv ing  P i s t o l  & Shot  Glover through t h e  Body, i n  t h e  
agonies  of d e a t h  he rushed on B .  Wrested t h e  P i s t o l  from 
BucKner and Shot  him through t h e  h e a r t  he d i e d  i n s t a n t l y  
Glover d i e d  i n  2 o r  3 hour s ,  MrS Jones ,  Died of C o n j e s t i v e  
C h i l l  She was Daughter of Ann JameS - William Goodman 
had a negro man t o  doe of f e v e r  t h i s  w i n t e r  G a r e t t  
Goodmans Old Negro Woman d i e d  l a s t  W e e K s .  Marr iages  
Robert  S t e e l  t o  MrS WattS widow of FranK,JameS Muse t o  
M i s s  J ane  McQuerry, John Smith Jr t o  M i s s  Mary Ann 
Browning. Judg T i l l i t t  t o  M i s s  E l i z a b e t h  MacKey - M r  
Amos G r i f f i t h  Son of Jesse t o  M i s s  Maria McCardie M r  A J 
Boyd t o  M i s s  E l i z a  daught  of Widow G r i f f i t h S ,  J u l y  30 
M r  Louis Rober ts  t o  Cousin Lydia DoaK, i n  S e p t r  M r  
I s a a c  Zebmallt  o f  S t  Cha r l e s  Mo John Beasley t o  a M i s s  
HughS. Robert  B P r i c e  t o  M i s s  Phebe G r i m m e t t ,  Doctor 
Wise t o  M i s s  Suson McLeod; L i t t l e  W i l l  Shaw t o  h i s  
c o u s i n ,  a M i s s  Shaw, Will iam Peay t o  M i s s  LUCK.  Old 
James Wigginton t o  M i s s  Lucy Johns ton  daugh te r  of  Cannons. 
Joseph Nelson of  Lincoln Co t o  M i s s  Rachel W a l K e r  Jump, 
Samuel Givens t o  M i s s  Melinda Ann MacKey DoctorGwin t o  
t o  M i s s  Sarah OaKS of K . Y .  J o s i a h  HainS t o  M i s s  
Jghns ton  daug of ThomaS T .  J .  John Browning Bro ther  of 
W I I  & Bob, t o  M i s s  E l i z a b e t h  Hoff;  JameS Fa lwe l l  t o  
M i s s  C a t h a r i n e  Smith,  FranKlin  Hemphill of I11 t o  
M i s s  J a n e  McConnell of M o ,  George Ba i l ey  t o  a M i s s  
Galoway a l l  of  I l l ,  M r  Joshua Zewrnallt t o  M i s s  Nanney 
Venable a l l  of  I11 - we had a ve ry  f i n e  growing & warm 
Season l a s t  Sp r ing  u n t i l l  t h e  7 t h  of J u l y  & t h a t  day 
was t h e  l a s t  r a i n  t h a t  f e l l  t o  doe any good u n t i l l  t h e  
1 9 t h  of  August,  it was a v e r y  Sevear  d rought  Corn a l l  
m o s t  b u r n t  up i n  many p l a c e s  from t h a t  t ime  on till i n  
O c t r  t h e  wther  was warm & w e t .  which improved l e t e  c o r n  
ve ry  much, Wheat OatS & Hay Crops was v e r y  Good Tobaco 
w a s  n o t  So good we have had a v e r y  long  and bad Winter  
v e r y  Sevear  on StocK and has  taKen a g r e a t  d e a l  of food 
c o r n  i s  v e r y  Scea rce  i n  many p l a c e s  So much So t h a t  a 
g r e a t  many hogs have p e r i s h e d  f o r  t h e  want of  it C a t t l e  
i n  Some Neighborhoods looK l i K e  t h e y  would h a r d l y  l a s t  
u n t i l l  g r a s s  comes. Corn i s  worth 37% C t s  p e r  bushe l  
and i n  g r e a t  demand, t h e r e  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  demand i n  
Europe t h i s  Sp r ing  t h a t  has  been f o r  a long t ime f o r  
a l l  S o r t s  of Bread S t u f f s  - Wheat a t  Louis iana i s  worth  
from 6 5  t o  70 c ts  p e r  b u s h e l ,  OatS 30 c t s ,  I have 
more f o r  S a l e  t h i s  Sp r ing .  PorK l a s t  f a l l  was worth  
1.50 p e r  1 0 0  l b s  i n  Lou i s i ana ,  i n  t h e  coun t ry  i t  Sold 



f o r  2.00 p e r  hundred - I could  n o t  S e l l  mine a t  2$ 
however I d i d  n o t  taKe any p a i n s  t o  S e l l  it, I had 10 
HogS t o  Spar I made Bacon of it. Bacon i s  worth  
5  c t s  p e r  l b .  Hemp i s  worth  $3.50 p e r  cwt ,  it has  been 
down t o  1 .75 t o  2  D o l l a r s  pe r  cwt ,  I r a i s e d  none 
l a s t  y e a r ,  I r a i s e d  one house of  Tobaco one p o s t i o n  of 
t h e  House i s  Very p r e t t y  Tobaco, t h e  r e s t  i s  n o t  good, 
I doe n o t  i n t e n d  t o  Sow e i t h e r  Hemp o r  P l a n t  Tobaco I 
have my l a s t  y e a r s  c rop  of wheat on hand y e t ,  though 
it was sma l l .  The p r e s e n t  growing wheat Crop i s  n o t  
So promising a s  t h e  c r o p  of l a s t  yea r  was a t  t h i s  t ime  
of y e a r ,  The wheat has  been v e r y  much inge red  t h e  l a s t  
w i n t e r  by t h e  f r e q u e n t  & Suden Changes. l a t e  Sowed wheat 
i s  h a l f  K i l l e d  i n  many f i e l d s .  I have Some t h a t  I w i l l  
plough up. a g r e a t  d e a l  of my c l o v e r  f r o z e  o u t  i n  t h e  
w i n t e r .  My StocK a l l  looKS ve ry  w e l l  I have 60 head of 
HogS - i n c l u d i n g  a few p i g s  I have f o u r  head of HorseS 
w i t h  B o l i v a r s  mare o r  t h e  Horse t h a t  I Swaped he r  f o r .  
Beef C a t t l e  a r e  h igh  CowS a r e  i n  demand a  bou t  25 pe r  
c e n t  h ighe r  t h a n  i n  t h e  Sp r ing  of  45. Oxen a r e  worth  
from 30 t o  45 D o l l a r s .  CowS from 6 t o  9 D o l l a r s .  Mules 
are h igh .  HorseS a r e  a  l i t t l e  h ighe r  t h e n  they  have 
been. .not  much demand J u s t  now f o r  them, Tobaco i s  
S e l l i n g  from 8 t o  8.25 p e r  Hundred-, a cco rd ing  t o  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  you gave me i n  your l e t t e r  I have complied 
i n  p a r t  ( t h a t  i s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  your Negroes) I Sold 
Anderson on t h e  f i r s t  of January  t o  M r  Will iam Norton 
f o r  425 D o l l a r s ,  he  pa id  100s down t h e  ba lance  he  gave 
h i s  Note f o r  a t  10 p e r  c e n t  I n t r e s t ,  he  has  t h e  money 
Coming o r  owing t o  him t o  pay t h e  d e b t  w i t h ,  I have 
loned what I recd  o u t  i n  good hands w i t h  S e c u r i t y  I s o l d  
Sam Sindy & t h e  2  l i t t l e  C h i l d r e n  i n  Feby t o  JameS M 
Watson f o r  900 D o l l a r S . h a l f  down and t h e  ba l ance  on 
t h e  f i r s t  day Jany n e x t ,  it was t h e  b e s t  t h a t  I could  doe 
u n l e s s  I had have Sold them t o  Negro Trade r s  which would 
have been a  p o s i t i v e  v i o l a t i o n  of i n s t r u c t i o n s .  t h e y  
was very  anxious  t o  go t o  Watson, t h e y  could  n o t  f i n d  any 
pe r son  e l s e  t h a t  would buy them a l l ,  t h a t  t hey  would 
l i v e  with,Watson has  n o t  p a i d  a l l  of t h e  Cash payment 
y e t ,  I suppose he  w i l l  pay it t h i s  weeK. Rober t  Cash 
i s  a t  C la ibo rne  ThurmonS t h i s  y e a r  a g a i n  Same p r i c e  & 
t imes  a s  l a s t  y e a r  he  has  been w e l l  and Seems t o  b e  
ve ry  w e l l  p l ea sed .  Thurmon i s  paying 10 p e r  c e n t  on 
h i s  l a s t  y e a r s  h i g h e r ,  I thinK t h a t  I can  S e l l  t o  him 
t h i s  f a l l  coming Amos S .  G r i f f i t h  i s  paying 10 p e r c e n t  

on t h e  h ighe r  of Sam f o r  l a s t  y e a r ,  Amos i s  do ing  
b e t t e r  t h a n  he has  done f o r  y e a r s ,  t h e y  a r e  a l l  w e l l  
a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  though Ame has a  v e r y  Sevear S p e l l  of  

f e v e r  l a s t  y e a r ,  Susen was SicK a l s o ,  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
had t h e  C h i l l s  & f e v e r ,  w e  have a  number of pe r sons  
who t a lK  of going t o  Oregon n e x t  Sp r ing  i f  I go ,  I w i l l  
g i v e  you a  l i s t  of Some of them. E l i  j a h  S idwe l l .  
Miner, Sanford Crow, JameS Muse, John W. G r i f f i t h  Robert  
& Joseph McLaughlin, l i t t l e  JacK S idwe l l  Thomas Shry.  
I have n o t  determined nor cannot  u n t i l 1  I r e c e i v e  your 
























































































































