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Alexander Scott J. Yantis

b. 06 Nov 1812 Garrard County, Kentucky

d. 21 Apr 1884 Thurston County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington
s/o John Yantis and Priscilla Catherine Lapsley

m. 23 Nov 1837 Lafayette, Missouri

Sarah Green

b. 20 Apr 1820 Sumner County, Tennessee

d. 28 Sep 1878 Thurston County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

1850: Saline County, Missouri, November 8, 1850, Alexander S. Yantis, 38, farmer, KY; Sarah,
30, TN; Margaret P., 11, MO; Ann E., 10, MO; Mary J. L., 8, MO; Sarah E., 7, MO; John L., 4,
MO; Catherine T., 2, MO; William F., 1, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis, 48,
farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John L., 15, farm
laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N., 9, m, MO; S.B., 7, f, MO; B.E., 4, f, WT;
M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., /12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; Alex S. Yantis, 58, farmer,
$2500 $650, KY; Sarah, 50, keeping house, KY; Alex N., 19, attending school, MO; Sophia B.,
17, attending school, MO; Eliza D., 14, attending school, WT; Martha M., 13, attending school,
WT; Virginia T., 8, attending school, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; William F., 21, farmer, $500
$150, MO

1880: Thurston County, Washington, June 19, 1880; Alexander S. Yantis, 68, farmer, KY VA
VA; John L., 35, son, farmer, MO KY TN; Virginia L., 17, dau, keeping house, WA KY TN;
Walter W. Durgan, ward, 10, at school, WA VT IN

Children of Alexander Yantis and Sarah Green:

1. Margaret Priscilla Yantis
b. 19 Sep 1838 Lafayette County, Missouri
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d. 22 Apr 1906 Buchanan County, lowa
buried Valley View Cemetery, Perry, Dallas County, lowa

m. 03 Jul 1855

Ezra Kelly Sears

b. 23 Mar 1828 Barnstable, Massachusetts

d. 19 Oct 1878 Buchanan County, lowa

buried Valley View Cemetery, Perry, Dallas County, lowa

1850: Saline County, Missouri, November 8, 1850, Alexander S. Yantis, 38, farmer, KY;
Sarah, 30, TN; Margaret P., 11, MO; Ann E., 10, MO; Mary J. L., 8, MO; Sarah E., 7,
MO:; John L., 4, MO; Catherine T., 2, MO; William F., 1, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington, June 7, 1860; E.K. Sears, 32, farmer,
$2000 $700, Mass; M.P., 22, MO; E.A., 4, f, WT; SM., 1, f, WT

1870: Spring Valley, Dallas County, lowa, June 7 & 8, 1870; Ezra K. Sears, 42, farmer,
$0 $1078, Mass; Margaret P., 32, keeping house, MO; Eunice A., 14, at home, WT;
Susan M., 12, at home, WT; Ezra K., 5, WT; Moody, 70, at home, $5250 $85, Mass;
Hannah K., 67, at home, Mass; Smith Alida, 20, teacher at dis school, NY

1880: Spring Valley, Dallas County, lowa, June 25, 1880; M.K [sic-P.]. Sears, 41, keeps

house, MO KY TN; Ezra K., 14, son, attending school, WT Mass MO; Wm W., 8, son, at
school, 1A Mass MO; Fred A., 2, son, at home, IA Mass MO; M., 80, father in law, Mass
Mass Mass; Hannah, 77, mother in law, Mass Mass Mass

1900: Spring Valley, Dallas County, lowa, June 12, 1900; Margaret P. Sears, head, Sep
1838, wid, m-45yrs, 7-3, MO KY KY:; Ezra K., son, Jul 1865, 34, s, WA Mass MO, RR
employee, Daisy May Carhill, dau, Feb 1876, 24, s, IA IA WA

2. Ann Elizabeth Yantis

b. 04 Feb 1840 Missouri

d. 18 May 1920 Touchet, Walla Walla County, Washington

buried Touchet Cemetery, Touchet, Walla Walla County, Washington

m. 14 Dec 1861 Lewis County, Washington

William Martin

b. 1834 Indiana

d. 09 Nov 1925 Touchet, Walla Walla County, Washington

buried Touchet Cemetery, Touchet, Walla Walla County, Washington

1850: Saline County, Missouri, November 8, 1850, Alexander S. Yantis, 38, farmer, KY;
Sarah, 30, TN; Margaret P., 11, MO; Ann E., 10, MO; Mary J. L., 8, MO; Sarah E., 7,
MO; John L., 4, MO; Catherine T., 2, MO; William F., 1, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; William
Martin, 27, farmer, $1600 $750, IN; Ann E., 20, MO; John F., 2, WT
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1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; William Martin, 36,
farmer, $1800 $600, IN; Ann Elizabeth, 30, keeping house, MO; John F., 17, attending
school, WT; Jesse H., 9, attending school, WT; Sarah C., 6, attending school, WT;
Newton Cary, 19, farm laborer, OR

1880: District 2, Walla Walla County, Washington, June 12, 1880; William Martin, 46,
stock raiser, IN OH KY; Elizabeth, 40, wife, keeping house, MO KY TN; John, 22, son,
stock raiser, WA IN MO; Jasper, 19, son, WA IN MO; Sarah, 11, dau, WA IN MO;
William, 9, son, WA IN MO

1900: Valley Pct, Umatilla County, Oregon, June 27, 1900; William Martin, head, Sep
1833, 66, m-43yrs, IN OH KY, farmer; Anna E., wife, Feb 1840, 60, m-43yrs, 5-3, MO
KY TN

1910: Hill, Walla Walla County, Washington, April 27, 1910; William Martin, head, 76,
m1-54yrs, IN OH KY, farmer-alfalfa; Ann E., wife, 70, m1-54yrs, MO KY TN

1920: Hill, Walla Walla County, Washington, February 26, 1920; William Martin, head,
86, IN OH KY, farmer-hay farm; Ann E., wife, 80, MO KY TN

3. Mary Jane Lapsley Yantis

b. 25 Sep 1841 Missouri

d. 09 Jun 1904 Seattle, King County, Washington

probably buried Lake View Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington

m. 24 May 1863 Thurston County, Washington

Rev. John Fox Damon

b. 17 Feb 1827 Massachusetts

d. 11 Jan 1904 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Lake View Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington

1850: Saline County, Missouri, November 8, 1850, Alexander S. Yantis, 38, farmer, KY;
Sarah, 30, TN; Margaret P., 11, MO; Ann E., 10, MO; Mary J. L., 8, MO; Sarah E., 7,
MO; John L., 4, MO; Catherine T., 2, MO; William F., 1, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N., 9, m, MO; S. B,, 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., 1/12, m, WT

1870: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 21, 1870; John F. Damon, 43, minister,
$600 $250, Mass; Mary L., 28, housewife, MO; John L., 4, OR; Edward C., 2, OR; Geo
C., 7112, WT

1880: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 10, 1880; John F. Damon, 53, minister,
Mass Mass Mass; Mary L., 38, wife, keeping house, MO KY KY:; John L., 14, son, at
home, OR Mass MO; Edward C., 12, son, at home, OR Mass MO; Geo E., 10, son, at
home, WA Mass MO; Mary, 5, dau, at home, WA Mass MO
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1900: Seattle, King County, Washington, June 6, 1900; John F. Damon, head, Feb 1827,
73, m-37yrs, Mass Mass Mass, clergyman; Mary L. T. (sic-J), wife, Sep 1841, 59, m-
37yrs, 5-2, MO KY TN; + 3 boarders

'REV. JOKN F. DAMON, THE
MARRYING PARSGH VERY ILL

Aged Minister Suffering From a Gen-

M

eral Breakdown Due tc
Old Age.

o

SEATTLE, Jan. ¢.—Rev. John P.
Damon, one ¢f the best known min-
ister in Seattle, familiarly referred to
as the “marrymng parson,” for the rea
son that he has married more couples
| than any twenty ministers 1n the city,
' is dangerously ill at his lhome, 510
i Fifth avenue.

His illness is due to a general break
"ing devn becanse of his advanced age
hg Leing 77 jyears o0ld. This is ag
gravated by an attack of asthma
which bercamne serious ten days ago
Almost incessantly since that time the
aged minister has been 1n a semicon
scious state and his relatives and ali
of his firiends entertain Dbut slight.
hopes of his recovery.

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Thursday, January 7, 1904 p.1]



DEATH OF
MRS. DAMON

Aged Fionser Woman, for Many
Years 2 Resident of

Dlympia,

Mra. ¥ary Lapsley Damom, wlilow
al the late fev, Jahn F, Damon, fell
il while woeking in hier loewoer gir-
den wt P10 Fifth avenne, Sealile, on
Tharsday aftermoss, Thoaeh ainldes,
Tiep dlekili waE nod uRsTpecicd, os she
Linil Leen [alfing raplildy ever ainee
ihe @rath of her hwsband eariy In
Jdammary.
ae {he cauag,

Eo phyaiciean had lwsem En atdend-
anee mpEn Alre Tamon alibzmeh hee
Imlimale frieads hiveo soliced foF eev-
&ral weeics ibhal s himil Wen failing
rapMlly. HShe was In the sel of dradl-
ing e=md sweol pea vines when she
waa piricken. She wag carried fota
ber home by hed hovaikedoper amd =

melghlar, Wuk lfe war oxbisest.

ifnart discase 1o aesigned |

News of iy death was Nrat convayed

{io 1hls eley o & dispateh 10 her sk

iter, Mrs. Belle Willer.  3irs. Wilker
anill her dasghier, Are 0, T Shaw,
el yoxlerday morning fee Seatfls do
allesd] the fencral  Johs Vamiis, of
Bicdln, aml & ™. Yanils, of Tain-
wider, arg Brodlicrs of Mra Daeson
Sra. Thaimas IEnwlamd, of thike iy,
ks muher refaiive of whibel there one
i lorge nmumbier o (his cosmly,

M. Damen =as €3 years olil Sk
war a plopeer of the wesl, having
rrneaid Ihe plafneg wlth her fdrénla ]IlI
1841, Eer farher. Juwdpge Akesnmdder,
Yantle, fGrsl spitled Im Oregon, al
though shomly alier e moveil with
hlz family to o domation claim whick
he ook wp nenr Dmooda, aml {0 waa
1here Sire. Dmmmon micelied her odarky
ediice o,

Ehu rwas mareied do Mohn F. Damos
in 1=53. He was at the time paliish
ing a wesily paper nf o Toonennil
alihang® shartly aftor be entersd the
prinigirr amml Teunded the Plymaeih
Coagropullonal chirch n Baaltle Par
pwenty- e yodre Mrs. Damon assbsted |
Im lier bmetend’s work, Shie was the
fired worthy matron of 1he Order of
the E&aatern Star = ikla eity.

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Saturday, June 11, 1904 p1]

4. Sarah Evalin Yantis

b. 05 Jun 1843 Missouri

d. 16 May 1874 Thurston County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

m. 04 Apr 1861

Aaron Webster

b. 30 Jul 1828 Barnesville, Belmont County, Ohio

d. 13 Jul 1911 Thurston County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington
m2. Louisa Miles (1835-1927)
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1850: Saline County, Missouri, November 8, 1850, Alexander S. Yantis, 38, farmer, KY;
Sarah, 30, TN; Margaret P., 11, MO; Ann E., 10, MO; Mary J. L., 8, MO; Sarah E., 7,
MO:; John L., 4, MO; Catherine T., 2, MO; William F., 1, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N.,, 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., 1/12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; Aaron Webster, 42,
farmer, $2500 $1000, OH; Sarah E., 27, keeping house, MO; Anna C., 8, attending
school, WT; Sarah May, 6, attending school, WT

1880: Thurston County, Washington, June 19, 1880; Aaron Webster, 51, farmer, OH PA
PA; Louisa M., 45, wife, keeping house, IL KY OH; Eva M., 7, dau, WA OH IL; Andrew
T. Smith, 20, stepson, works on farm, IA PA IL; Emma B., 12, stepdau, at school, MO
PA IL; Elmer, 14, stepson, at school, IA PA IL; Eldora E., 9, stepdau, MO PA IL; Lloyd
W. Fancer, 22, boarder, teacher, KS MO IL



RIGHTERS Pl
10 AL W
IF THER TR

Narn Webstr iRkt Mind
When He Mads Wil
Holds Shegks

FHolding fkat tha labe Azron Tieb- |
ster of Tanine wii o kis right mind |
when he mads hls wil ond  oodinll
leaxing all hls properly, ogzregating
a vabio of nugut o500, 13 hiz widow,
Lowiss W Wobster, o Le held umtil
Eer diath, Julge Den Sheoks, sjiiong
fn Lhe Thursbon  eouniy  superior
eonr, lasl evenimg deciled the caso
ngalmed Lhe :|:|II:|I.nL‘III'I. The sulfl bo
conleat the walidity of the il wns
hrsghi by 3rs Mande Clack=on apd
Mrz. May Jadkess, daughiers of 1be
deceare), and hls  oephew,  Clyde
welte, ali of Tenkno, The perilon of
the =0l ¢bjeeted to b plaladiff was

ealained in the codicil,

The cife Bis Tesn Lefore fhe oot
[wf ithe paei three days, oBd testloo-
ny was offered on hplial! of the plain-
tlite oo show 1hat AIr. Welsler, wos
not §n possessicm of all his foculifes
when b deew Bis will. Thoe o
plaint contended thot, In view  of
fhess nlkEel fxcie, B waid jusi Chat
the will by broker aod that the es-
e ba divided among the the deced-
ent's heirs, Jearing onky such portion
of the progariy fo ithe widow a5 was
provided br e,

Thiy tstimony of seveeal physiciany
wiaE Islreducad and ik wae the sple-
jon, thof no groonds osisged dor on-
nulllng the wiN, The prepondenimcs
of avllenes shoaed that the late Mr.
Webeler wns in ¥ cight mind when
hi decided o beiive his properly Ao
his wife, and that mo pressute hod
been Lrooght io Esfluence Lifs in his
declelan. The soesics of [he courl
contlpaed wnlil after 8 ocherk ot
wight a2 Judge Shocks desired io dis-
a0 of ol cases before he Wit Tor his
hosme fm Meontesano this  morning.
1. & King wns appoinoted execotor in
tha will. Attormeys C. DL King amd
Themas M. Wance mpcesenbed the
dcTendante whiile Isrsel and OFLeary
acled a3 eournmel for {be plaintlife

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Friday, December 8, 1911 p.1]

5. John Lewis Yantis

b. 23 Feb 1845 Saline County, Missouri

d. 07 Jan 1922 Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

m. 17 Apr 1890 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

Theodosia Mize

b. 22 Sep 1860 Thurston County, Washington

d. 11 Nov 1927 Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington
m1. Clarence Levant Bonney (1859-1887)
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1850: Saline County, Missouri, November 8, 1850, Alexander S. Yantis, 38, farmer, KY;
Sarah, 30, TN; Margaret P., 11, MO; Ann E., 10, MO; Mary J. L., 8, MO; Sarah E., 7,
MO:; John L., 4, MO; Catherine T., 2, MO; William F., 1, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N., 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., 1/12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 9, 1870; John L. Yantis, 25,
farmer, $500 $500, MO

1880: Thurston County, Washington, June 19, 1880; Alexander S. Yantis, 68, farmer, KY
VA VA; John L., 35, son, farmer, MO KY TN; Virginia L., 17, dau, keeping house, WA
KY TN; Walter W. Durgan, ward, 10, at school, WA VT IN

1900: Bucoda, Thurston County, Washington, June 11. 1900; John L. Yantis, head, Feb
1845, 55, m-10yrs, MO KY TN, farmer; Theodosia, wife, Sep 1860, 39, m-10yrs, 10-10,
WA IN IL; Ernest Barney, wife’s son, Apr 1883, 17, s, WA WA WA, farm laborer; Anna
Barney, wife’s dau, Jun 1884, 15, s, WA WA WA, at school; Mynette, wife’s dau, Jul
1856, 13, s, WA WA WA, at school; Caddie, wife’s dau, Oct 1887, 12, s, WA WA WA,
at school; John L. Yantis, son, Aug 1891, 8, s, WA WA WA, Lee Edwards, son, Dec
1892, 7, s, WA WA WA, Theodosia, dau, Dec 1894, 5, s, WA WA WA, Walter, son, Jul
1896, 3, s, WA WA WA, Frank, son, Nov 1897, 2, s, WA WA WA; Charles, son, Aug
1899, 9/12, s, WA WA WA

1910: Bucoda, Thurston County, Washington, April 29 & 30, 1910, John Yantis, head,
64, m1-19yrs, MO KY TN, farmer-general farm; Theodocia, wife, 49, m2-19yrs, 12-12,
WA TN IN; Lewis, son, 18, s, WA MO WA, farm laborer-home farm; Lee, son, 17, s,
WA MO WA; Theodocia, dau, 15, s, WA MO WA; Walter, son, 14, s, WA MO WA,
Frank, son, 12, s, WA MO WA; Charles, son, 10, s, WA MO WA, George, son, 9, s, WA
MO WA, Catharine, dau, 8, s, WA MO WA, Ernest Bonney, step son, 29, s, WA WA
WA, foreman-creamery; Caddie, step dau, 22, s, WA WA WA

1920: Skookumchuck, Thurston County, Washington, 1920, John L. Yantis, head, 74,
MO KY TN, farmer; Theodosia, wife, 59, WA TN US; George, son, 19, s, WA MO WA,
farm laborer; Charles, son, 20, s, WA MO WA, farm laborer; Katherine, dau, 17, s, WA
MO WA, Ralph lvester, son in law, 24, WA GA CA, farmer-home farm; Theodosia
Ivester, dau, 25, m, WA MO WA, Ralph lIvester Jr., grandson, 4, WA WA WA; Nora M.
Martin, 35, wd, WA WA WA Velina Martin, grand dau, 15, s, WA WA WA



TENINO PIONEER. DIES

John Yantis of Tenino, aged 79,
dled at his bome Saturday moring
at 7 o'clock. He is survived by a
twidow and elght children and several
brothers and sisters. Mr, Yantis bad
1been In feeble haalth for several years,
An uncle, Samuel C. Willey {3 a re-
isident of Olympla. Funeral arrange-
ments will be announced later,

Pt = S

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Sunday, January 8, 1922 p.1]

6. Catherine Taylor Yantis
b. 01 Apr 1847 Missouri
d. 22 Jul 1926 Grays Harbor County, Washington

m. 07 Jul 1863
Jesse Martin

b. Apr 1836 Illinois
d. after 1900

1850: Saline County, Missouri, November 8, 1850, Alexander S. Yantis, 38, farmer, KY;
Sarah, 30, TN; Margaret P., 11, MO; Ann E., 10, MO; Mary J. L., 8, MO; Sarah E., 7,
MO:; John L., 4, MO; Catherine T., 2, MO; William F., 1, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N.,, 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., 1/12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 9, 1870; Jesse Martin Jr., 34,
farmer, $500 $150, IL; Kate T., 23, keeping house, MO; Martha M., 6, at home, WT,;
George C., 3, at home, OR

1880: Thurston County, Washington, June 21, 1880; Jesse Martin, 44, farmer, IL OH
KY; Kate T., 33, wife, keeping house, MO KY TN; Martha M., 16, dau, at home, WA IL
MO; George O., 13, son, at school, WA IL MO; William N., 8, son, WA IL MO; Sarah
E., 6, dau, WA IL MO; Alexander S., 3, son, WA IL MO; Catherine, 68, mother, keeping
house, KY VA VA



1900: Clark Pct, Lewis County, Washington, June 11, 1900; Jesse Martin, head, Apr
1836, 64, m-37yrs, IL OH KY, farm laborer; Catharine T., wife, Apr 1847, 53, m-37yrs,
6-5, MO KY TN; William N., son, May 1872, 28, s, WA IL MO, shingle mill weaver;
Eva S., dau, Mar 1874, 26, s, WA IL MO, school teacher; Frank J., son, Apr 1881, 19, s,
WA IL MO, shingle mill weaver

7. William Franklin Yantis
b. 21 Jan 1849 Missouri
d. 23 Apr 1910 Santa Cruz County, California

m. 24 Dec 1871 Thurston County, Washington
Ella Christina Hanaford

b. 1853 Wisconsin

d. 09 Oct 1930 Santa Clara County, California

1850: Saline County, Missouri, November 8, 1850, Alexander S. Yantis, 38, farmer, KY;
Sarah, 30, TN; Margaret P., 11, MO; Ann E., 10, MO; Mary J. L., 8, MO; Sarah E., 7,
MO; John L., 4, MO; Catherine T., 2, MO; William F., 1, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N., 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., 1/12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; William F. Yantis, 21,
farmer, $500 $150, MO

1880: Thurston County, Washington, June 17, 1880; William F. Yantis, 31, coal miner,
MO KY TN; Ella C., 27, wife, keeping house, WI VT VT; Willis G., 7, son, WA MO
WI; Elvin, 6, son, WA MO WI; Lucy M., 3, dau, WA MO WI; Fannie E., b. May, dau,
WA MO WI

1900: Gold Hill, Jackson County, Oregon, June 4, 1900; William F. Yantis, head, Jan
1849, 51, m-28yrs, MO VA VA, day laborer; Ella C., wife, Oct 1862, 47, m-28yrs, 6-3,
MO VT VT, Edwin, son, Apr 1874, 26, s, WA MO WI, day laborer; Lucy M., dau, Feb
1878, 22, s, WA MO WI; Minnie, dau, Apr 1887, 13, s, WA MO WI, at school

1910: Santa Cruz Ward 1, Santa Cruz County, California, April 23, 1910; William F.
Yantis, 61, m1-38yrs, MO VA KY, gold miner; Ella C., wife, 57, m1-38yrs, m 6-3, WA
MO WA, Lucy, dau, 30, s, WA MO WA, dressmaker-home; Minnie B., dau, 23, s, WA
MO WA, milliner-store

1920: Ella living in Alameda County, California with Will F. and Minnie B. Judson, son-
in-law and daughter

8. Alexander Nathaniel Yantis
b. 30 Nov 1850 Saline County, Missouri



d. 05 Jun 1930 Tenino, Thurston County, Washington
buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

m. 26 Jun 1873 Grand Mound, Washington

Eva Jane Swain

b. 04 Mar 1857

d. 10 May 1917 Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N., 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., /12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; Alex S. Yantis, 58,

farmer, $2500 $650, KY; Sarah, 50, keeping house, KY; Alex N., 19, attending school,
MO; Sophia B., 17, attending school, MO; Eliza D., 14, attending school, WT; Martha
M., 13, attending school, WT; Virginia T., 8, attending school, WT

Vo Married—at Grand Mound, June

i 20Lh, by Reece Brawer, Jusbice of (he

| Peace, Mr. Alexander N, Yanlis to

Mizs Eva J. Swain, both of Thurs-

| ton Coundty,

[Sunday Olympian, Olympia, Washington, September 27, 1936 p.8 Mainly About
People, History article]

1880: Lewis County, Washington, June 3 & 4, 1880; Alexander M. (sic-N) Yantis, 29,
farmer, MO KY VA, Eva J., 23, wife, keeping house, IL IL IL; Rosa L., 4, dau, WT MO
IL; Harry E., 3, son, WT MO IL; John Alexander, 2/12 (Mar) WT MO IL

1900: Bucoda, Thurston County, Washington, June 15, 1900; Alexander Yantis, head,
Nov 1850, 49, m-26yrs, MO WA WA, contractor; Eva, wife, Mar 1857, 33, m-26yrs, 5-5,
IL IL IL; Harvey, son, Mar 1877, 22, s, WA MO IL, laborer in laying comp?; John, son,
Mar 1880, 20, s, WA MO IL, contractor in laying comp?; Clarence, son, Apr 1884, s,
WA MO IL, at school; Eva L., dau, Sep 1888, 11, s, WA MO IL, at school; Sadie Cary,
niece, Dec 1878, 21, s, WA KS WA

1910: Tenino, Thurston County, Washington, April 19 & 20, 1910, Alexander N. Yantis,
59, m1-37yrs, MO KY WV, hotel proprietor; Eva J., wife, 53, m1-37yrs, 5-4, IL IN IN; +
numerous boarders

1930: Ellensburg, Kittitas County, Washington, 1930, Alexander N. Yantis, roomer, 79,
wid, m-age 24yrs, MO KY VA, clerk-furniture


http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Yantis&GSiman=1&GScid=1977068&GRid=93306072&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Yantis&GSiman=1&GScid=1977068&GRid=93312503&

9. Sophia Belle Yantis

b. 24 Dec 1853 Missouri

d. 02 Dec 1916 Thurston County, Washington

buried Odd Fellows Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

m. 01 Nov 1874

Lafayette Willey

b. 1854

d. 1902 Thurston County, Washington

buried Odd Fellows Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N., 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., /12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; Alex S. Yantis, 58,

farmer, $2500 $650, KY; Sarah, 50, keeping house, KY; Alex N., 19, attending school,
MO; Sophia B., 17, attending school, MO; Eliza D., 14, attending school, WT; Martha
M., 13, attending school, WT; Virginia T., 8, attending school, WT

1880: Mason County, Washington, June 10, 1880; Lafayette Willey, 26, farmer, ME ME
ME; Sophia B., 26, wife, keeping house, WT KY KY; Clara, 3, dau, WT ME KY (sic);
Samuel, 1, son, WT ME KY (sic)

1900: Olympia, Thurston County, Washington, June 6, 1900; Lafayette Willey, head, Apr
1845, 46, m-26yrs, ME ME ME, capitalist; Belle S., wife, Dec 1853, 46, m-26yrs, 4-4,
MO KY TN; Samuel C., son, Oct 1878, 21, s, WA ME MO, N P Freight clerk; Chester
A., son, Nov 1881, 18, s, WA ME MO, deliveryman; George, son, Oct 1884, 15, s, WA
ME MO, at school


http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=38630041
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B ama

MRS. S, B. WILLEY.
Th® funeral of Mrs. 8. B. Willey
who died suddenly Saturday after-
noon will be held tomorrow at 2:30
ofclo<__:k from the First Presbyterian
church., Dr, R. M. Hayes wii] preach
ltizathserln.ngn.o Interment will be made
2] « O F ¢ce
T Mills 1 s metery with J‘esse;
Mrg, 8. B. Willey, who hag lived |
In Olympia 33 years, dieq very sud-
denly at her home Righth and Frany.
ln streets Saturday afternoon, . o

-

—

small grand-danghter found her dead
and called other members of the
family, who had been with -her only
-30 minutes before. ) :

Mrs. Willey was 63 years old. She
was born in Missouri in 1853, crossed
the plains with her famlily when she
was. but three months old and with
her famlly settled in Washington. Mrs.
Willey married Captaln Lafayette
Willey In"Y874, _She leaves a daugh-
ter, Mrs. O. D. Shaw, two 'sons, S. V,
Willey and George Willey of Olympia,
and a son, C. A, Willey of Bush Pral-
rle. )

[Olympia Daily Recorder, Olympia, Washington, Monday, December 4, 1916 p.4]



LAFAYETTE WILLEY
EXPIRED YESTERDAY

One of the Founders of the S, Willey
Navigation Company--32
Years in Olympia

Lafayette Willey, son of the lule!
| Mumuel Willey of the Socund truns. |
!pnrtaliun company bearing the same
name, died at the residence of his
daughter, Mra, Ollie Shuw, Just night,.
aged 48, lright's dlsruse was the im-
mediate cattee of denth,

In the passing of Capt, Willey
Olympia loses one of fte most hon.
ored apnd substantial citlzens, the
Willey family having alwagy been!
cloeely identifed with the best inter-
esta of the city since their udvent
here 32 years ago, during which time

.the name has been synonymous with
Sound stenmbost traftic, Ahoot toor,
“years ago Captain Willey, preasident.
iof the 8. 8. Willey Navigation com-
. pany, died. Lafayette Willey, who
had acted io the capacity of manager
!of the concern, sold out hls interssts
"and retired from business, his health
'having falled him some time previous
tbereto,

The family of the late Samue]
Willey came to Olympia from Cherry.

Held, Meo., ln 1870, one of whom  was
Lafayotte Willlamn, then a boy of 16
yenrd, » He wus very popular an w
yonug man and tetalned the respest
of the people up to the time of his
dewth,  Jlo lewves o widow, three
sous, Namuel, Chester and George,
and one dunghter, Mre. Ol Shaw,
two brothers, Capl, I’ L. Willes of
Han Franelseo aud George 1. Willey
aof Heattle, and  one  eister, Mrs.
Liighton of Olympla,  Decenred wis
u member of the local Jodges ot (Odd
Fellows and Foresters, und the fun.
eral, which takes place lomorrow,
will Le held under the auspices of the
former, Lev, Dr, lluyes offleiating,
Interment will be at Odd Fellows’
cemetery, and the funeral will be
beld from the residence nt 2 o'clock,

GROWTTL OF COMPANY,

Captuin Lalayette Willey wsed to
teit of the growth of the company of
which he was a member, and the
evolution of the line fram & row Lot
tn the handsome stenmers Multnomah
and Capltal City, Years sgo the
“Cup.'* dnd his brother, P, I,
Willey, had the contract for carrying
Uncle Sam’a mails, besting through
storms and rain in 8 row boat over a
25-mlle ptretch of water and thence
along a dreary country road, That
wus over 22 yenrs ago, but the broth.
ers, through energy, grit and pers.
everance saw the row hoat carrler!
company grow luto a Iucratlve steam. |
boat Lusiness with the Multoomah!
and City of Aberdeen its priocipal



carriers, Cap,?' was at the wheel
of the Multnomuh lmself those days,
Land mwany a time has he guided the
vesnel up and down the hurrying nar.
| rows, past the patriarehul village of
Btellneosum,  MeNeil's  island, into
Cinddds  inlet, then bk over the
li'mlrun 1o Point Deflance and Taconn,
rucing for dear Lifo sguinst 1he fast-
eut and Lest stenmery that ever turned
‘a paddle en the upper Sound In
‘ l}llum llli}'ﬁ.

C BTEAMERY PURCHASED,

| After Lraving the open sireteh of
"water for two yeurs i 4 row Loat the
energetlec  boys  got hold  of the
(steamer Jlornet and  the  elesmer
Susie, the latter was formerly on the
| Tacoma.North Bay run.  The Buasle
waa sibaogquently sold and the Willie
purchused, which traveled the Bheltun
rutt. In 188) the Multnomsh was puar-
chused, followed by the purchase n
fow yeara later of the City of Aber.
deen,  Capt, Fred Wilson, who is at
prensut master of the Multhomah
held that position when she bocame
the property of tha Willay company,
The City of Aberdeen embraced bher
native element at Aberdeen, Grag's
harbor, in 1891, Capt. T. 8, Tew,
whom everybody in Olympin koows,
was ber firat master, At tho time the
Willey Lrothers went into the steam.
hoat business thefr father was en.
gaged In logging In Mason county,
but he scon after sold ont his Inter.
ests in the Jogying camp and became
aspoclated with bis sons,  Captafo
Latayette Willeg used to tell how ha

amed bin Lrothers wnd slsters eama Lo
the Hound from Malnae In 1870, eom.
fng ovoerland by rall toSan Pranelsoo,
then to Portland by sloumer, then by
river bunt to Glogaa on the Cowlitz,
and to ympls on a stagy,

[Olympia Daily Recorder, Olympia, Washington, Monday, August 4, 1902 p.1]



The Willey Family

Capt. Lafayette Willey was sixteen
years of age when he came with his
two brothers and a sister to San
Francisco over the plains, and thence
by steamer to Portland. Oregon, and
by river boat to Olequa, on the Caw-
litz River, and then by stage to thia
city, arriving here in 1870. Soon alter
their arrival here, the brothers ob-!
tained a contract for carrying the
malils to Oakland, In Mason County, a
distance of 25 miles in a row-boat.
and 12 miles by land over a dreary
country road. This service continued
two years, when the brothers pur-.
chased the little steamer Ilornet, and
later the Susle. which was somewhat
larger, and this boat was succeeded
In the same service by the Willey,
65 feet in length. In 1889 they pur-
chased the AMultnomah, which had
Leen brought over from the Colum-.
Lia, and placed her on a run between'
this ¢ity and Seattle. She was a fast
stenmer and as well adapted for the
service as any short-legged” steamer’
could be, 150 feet in length, allowed
150 passengers and had good accom-
modations for them and was also,
well adapted for freight. Growth of
business required an extenslon of fa-'
cilities and the brothers bought theu
City of Aberdeen, 135 feet long, and
placed her on the same route. They
were the captalns and managers nt.

their own ships, and took much pride:
in them. .



The firm name was the S. Willey
Navigation Company, the father being
admitted to it, who came here in
1880, his death occurring In 1897, A
third son, George, was purser on the
Multnomah. The sister became by,
marriage Mrs. Lucretia Leighton,

Capt. Lafayette Willey was married
in November, 1874, to Miss Belle
Yantis, a native of Mlssourl, and
daughter of Alexander Yantis, who
crossed the plalns in 1854, when Mrs.
Willey was but three.months old, and
became residents of this county. |

Capt. Lafayetta Willey and wife
were the parents of four children—
Samuel, Chester, George and AMrs. Ol-
lle Shaw. Dy reason of ill-health
the captain had retired from actlve
business four years before his death.
He was a worthy citizen, a devoted |
husband and parent, and an honored .
member of the Independent Order of
0dd Fellows and the Improved Order
of Foresters. In politics he was a
Democrat and in all the walks of life
he and his family merited the high
regard in which they were held by all
who knew them In soclal and bust-
ness life,

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Sunday, October 5, 1913 p.2]

10. Eliza Benetta “Etta” Yantis

b. 02 Jan 1856 Thurston County, Washington

d. 05 Dec 1937 Centralia, Lewis County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

m. 09 Nov 1872

Sidney Barlow Hanaford

b. 1842 Vermont

d. 24 Dec 1895 Thurston County, Washington

buried Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, Thurston County, Washington

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N., 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., /12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; Alex S. Yantis, 58,
farmer, $2500 $650, KY; Sarah, 50, keeping house, KY; Alex N., 19, attending school,


http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=92661802
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=92661848

MO; Sophia B., 17, attending school, MO; Eliza D., 14, attending school, WT; Martha
M., 13, attending school, WT; Virginia T., 8, attending school, WT

1880: Lewis County, Washington Territory, June 3 & 4, 1880; Sidney Hanaford, 37,
farmer, VT VT VT, Etta, 34, wife, keeping house, WT KY VA, Grace, 3, dau, WT VT
WT,; Mattie Swain, 1, WT VT WT

1900: Pasco, Franklin County, Washington, June 4, 1900; Jesse A. Martin, head, Dec
1860, 39, m-10yrs, WA IL MO, county assessor; Effie E., wife, Jun 1871, 28, m-10yrs,
4-3, OR MO IL; Eva C., dau, Oct 1891, 8, s, WA WA OR, at school; Dora E., dau, May
1896, 4, s, WA WA OR; William F., son, May 1900, 0/12, s, WA WA OR; Eliza B.
Hanniford, aunt, Jan 1856, 48, wid, WA KY TN, nurse; Lewis C., cousin, Sep 1882, 17,
s, WA VT WA, locomotive engineer wiper

DEATH OF MR. HANAFORD.

An Old Settler of Bucoda Passed Away
Tuesday.

Died at Bucoda, of consumption, on
Tuesday, December 24, 1895, Sydney
Barlow Hanaford, aged 48 years.

Sydney Barlow Hanaford was born
in Christendon county, Vermont. His
father was Theophilas Hanaford, who
moved to Oregon in 1861, and to Wash-
ington in 1865, settling on Frost
prairie. In 1867 he made the first set-
tlement on a branch of the Skookum-
chuck river, which bears his name to-
day—Hanaford Valley. Deceased after
becoming of age took up a claim near
his father’s, and in 1872 married Miss
Eliza B. Yantis, daughter of Alexan-
der 8. Yantis, who is known as a Cali-
fornia miner of ’49, and a pioneer of
Washington territory, settling in 1854
on a donation claim on Frost prairie,
near the present town of Bucoda.

Mr. Hanaford leaves a wife and three
children, Grace, aged 19, Lewis, aged
13, and Mary, aged 11.

The family 18 well known and has
the sympathy of this entire commun-
ity. Skookumchuck Lodge No. 129, I.
0. 0. F., will take charge of the re-
imains and bury them at 11 3. m, to-
(day.

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Thursday, December 26, 1895 p.1]

11. Martha Missouri Yantis
b. 31 May 1858 Thurston County, Washington
d. 20 Oct 1886



m. 16 Dec 1877

Newton Cary

b. 1850 Oregon

d. 1924 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N.,, 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., 1/12, m, WT

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; Alex S. Yantis, 58,

farmer, $2500 $650, KY; Sarah, 50, keeping house, KY; Alex N., 19, attending school,
MO; Sophia B., 17, attending school, MO; Eliza D., 14, attending school, WT; Martha
M., 13, attending school, WT; Virginia T., 8, attending school, WT

1880: Klickitat County, Washington, June 17, 18, 19, 1880; Newton Cary, 30, farmer, 1A
unk unk; Martha, 22, wife, WT MO TN; Sarah E., 2, dau, WT IAWT

12. James Edward Yantis
b. 22 May 1860 Thurston County, Washington
d. 10 Feb 1865 Thurston County, Washington

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, June 1, 1860; A.S. Yantis,
48, farmer, $3000 $1500, KY; S.G., 41, TN; Mary L., 18, MO; Sarah E., 16, MO; John
L., 15, farm laborer, MO; C.T., 13, f, MO; W.F., 11, m, MO; A.N., 9, m, MO; S. B., 7, f,
MO; B.E., 4, f, WT; M.T., 2, f, WT; J.E., 1/12, m, WT

13. Virginia “Jennie” Theresa Yantis

b. 10 Nov 1863 Thurston County, Washington

d. 23 Jun 1926 Centralia, Lewis County, Washington

buried Washington Lawn Cemetery, Centralia, Lewis County, Washington

m. 18 Dec 1881 Thurston County, Washington

Herbert Albertus Davis

b. 28 Apr 1859 Indiana

d. 1936 Lewis County, Washington

buried Washington Lawn Cemetery, Centralia, Lewis County, Washington

1870: Coal Bank Pct, Thurston County, Washington, July 7, 1870; Alex S. Yantis, 58,

farmer, $2500 $650, KY; Sarah, 50, keeping house, KY; Alex N., 19, attending school,
MO; Sophia B., 17, attending school, MO; Eliza D., 14, attending school, WT; Martha
M., 13, attending school, WT; Virginia T., 8, attending school, WT

1880: Thurston County, Washington, June 19, 1880; Alexander S. Yantis, 68, farmer, KY
VA VA; John L., 35, son, farmer, MO KY TN; Virginia L., 17, dau, keeping house, WA
KY TN; Walter W. Durgan, ward, 10, at school, WA VT IN
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1900: Skookumchuck, Lewis County, Washington, June 4, 1900; Herbert A. Davis, head,
Apr 1859, 41, m-18yrs, IN NY OH, farmer; Virginia T., wife, Nov 1862, 37, m-18yrs, 5-
5, WA KY TN; Archie L., son, Oct 1882, 17, s, WA IN WA, farm laborer; Ralph G., son,
Nov 1884, 15, s, WA IN WA, farm laborer; Schuyer S., son, Feb 1887, 13, s, WA IN

WA, at school; Amy A., dau, Mar 1893, 7, s, WA IN WA, at school; Evalyn B., dau, Mar
1897, 3, s, WA IN WA, Albert Mitchell, boarder, Jul 1869, 31, s, MO Can Can, teamster

1910: Skookumchuck, Lewis County, Washington, April 21, 1910; Herbert A. Davis,
head, 50, m1-28yrs, IN NY OH, farmer; Jennie T., wife, 47, m1-28yrs, 5-5, WA TN KY;
Amy A., dau, 17, s, WA IN WA; Evalon G., dau, 13, s, WA IN WA

14. Fanny Green Yantis
b. 23 Sep 1866 Thurston County, Washington
d. 04 Nov 1866 Thurston County, Washington

INTERVIEW OF SARAH CATHERINE KOONTZ

Franklin County

My parents both crossed the plains in wagon trains in 1852. My
father was William Martin and mother’s name was Ann Yantis, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Scott Yautis.

Mother was 14 years old when she eame. She rode a mule and helped
herd the extra stock during most of the trip. My father and mother
were married in 1834 and lived in Thurston County until 1872. We
came directly from Thurston County to Walla Walla County.

One of the most tragic experiences of crossing the plains was that
of the Ward familics who were in the train which my father, Alexander
Scott Yantis, commanded. When they reached what was called *‘the
desert,’” the three Ward families chose a trail which would go through
a little timber. It was not the main-traveled road and Captain Yantis,
who had been over the road before, begged them to keep with the train
as the Indians more frequently attacked from the cover of brush. The
Wards rode on saying they would meet them where the (rails crossed.



The main train reached the rendezvous, but there was no sign of the
other wagons. A cow had strayed aud father and another man rode
back. They came to the spot where a terrible tragedy had been enact-
ed. The men lay dead, wagons and equipment were in flames and the
women were being driven away. Father sent for help while he looked
for signs of life among them. One boy of 9 called to him, *‘Is that you,
Mr. Yantis?”? Father went over and the hoy, whose name was Newton
Ward, begged him to take him with him. By the time help arrived,
the Indians had taken more lives. Newton’s brother, William, made
his escape with an arrow in his side. The two boys were the only sur-
vivors. William finally reached Boise, ecrawling on his hands and
knees the last of the journey. The brothers did not find each other
for thirty years.

A grave in the old cemetery at Touchet marks the spot where one
of Washington’s oldest settlers was laid at rest.

When William Martin was fifteen years old he hired out to work for
a neighbor in Missouri. Covered wagons were continuously passing
by and the talk was all of Oregon. William wanted to go west hut his
parents discouraged him on the occasions when he wvisited them and
expressed his desires. In 1852, at the age of eighteen, he was em-
ployed to drive an ox-team in one of the westhound caravans.

When William went to say ‘‘goodbve’’ to his parents thev begged
and protested, but his mind was filled with tales he had heard and he
remained obdurate, His father gave him $5.00. He was to receive
$1.00 a month and board from his employer.



After the usual experiences and long toilsome journey, the party ar-
rived at Oregon City, where William and another lad contracted to
cut cord wood. After working three months each had 75 cents and his
axe. William still had the $5.00 given him by his father, and each boy
had a blanket brought from Missouri. They bought a little food and
set out on foot for the country adjacent to Puget Sound. They came
by way of Snogualmie Pass, which was then little better than a deer
trail; then down through the jungle on the west side until they came
to the open country and the settlement near what is now Olympia.
There thev found work in a sawmill.

William later took up land near Tenino, building a log eabin of two
rooms. A family named Yantis had meanwhile arrived in the neigh-
borhood and William fell in love with Ann, the second daughter. Dur-
ing the Indian troubles, Will Martin became a lieutenant. In 1856 he
and Ann were married at Fort Hennas on Mound Prairie, where the
Yantis family had taken refuge.

The wedding of the dashing young soldier and his beautiful bride
was one of the greatest events to take place at the fort.

Ann Yantis had spent four months in the saddle erossing the plains
when she was fourteen years old. The older sister, whose duty it was
to ride Jinny, the little mule, and herd the cattle along with the train,
met with a serious accident, so Ann, despite her age and inexperience,
assumed the task, driving the cattle nearly all the way across.

Amid the hardships of pioneer life in the litfle frontier settlement
in Thurston county, the Martins struggled with the other settlers,
cutting down forest trees and clearing the land, planting and harvest-
ing. In all of the development the Martins took an active part. Their
children were born in the little log cabin among the pines.

Willham Martin made the furniture for their home, and his daugh-



ter speaks lovingly today of his skillful work in fashioning chairs and
tables, bedsteads, a clothes press and everything in use about the cab-
in. ““How I wish I had one of those chairs,”’ she said. ‘‘They are
still in existence, and were beautifully made.”’

In 1872 the Martins, desiring to go into the stock business, loaded
their possessions into a lumber wagon, the only way of freighting in
those days, and with their family headed for Snoqualmie Pass and the
country east of the mountains.

Thev drove through the Yakima Valley, reached the Columbia, and
were ferried across. They camped at Old Fort Walla Walla, and
there, on the banks of the Columbia, this pioneer family again sef up
the family alter and created another frontier home.

The old blockhouse at Fort Walla Walla was the children’s play-
liouse. One of the old buildings inside the fort was used for church
and Sundayv school. General Howard, who was stationed near the old
fort with his soldiers during an Indian outbreak when the Columbia
river was patrolled, preached every Sunday and conducted the Sun-
day school.

The old wharf, which was really the hull of an old steamer, was com-
mandeered in case the settlers would have to leave their homes in a
hurry. Maothers and children slept on this wharf for ten snecessive
nights, while the soldiers stood gnard. One woman refused to leave
her comfortable bed, but the soldiers went into her home and escorted
her to the wharf. A wedding took place during the exciting period of
waiting for an Indian attack.

The old steamer Frederick K. Billings plied up and down the Colum-
bia and Mrs. Koontz recalls that she often rowed a boat out to the
steamer, taking butter and eggs for shipment to the Portland market.
The boat was run by Captain William Gray, son of the pioneer, Cap-
tain Gray.

The Baker railroad was built in 1872, The children of Wallula had
many a free ride on the flat ears when this road was first built.

Six generations of this pioneer family have made their homes in the
land chosen in the *30s by the stout-hearted men and loyval women who
braved the dangers of the plains and the wilderness bevond the Rocky
Mountains.

[Told By The Pioneers, Vol 2 p. 39-41 Washington Pioneer Project 1938]



Yantis Family
Adive In
Terrifory

The history of this pioncer iz
inexiricably  interwoven with
the hislory of the lervitory in
all its eolor, ils peridl, iz dreams
atil s hardships.

Flected captoin of the emi-
mealion Leadn thal left Missouri
in the early "#'s Alexandér
Somlis made the lediows fowre-
ey aerasa Indian  infosted
labns without incident despite
1o tervors the old Oregon Treadl
Feld for 1he hadiest. The near-
e#l brush with togedy came
when fhe Ward fumdly of their
ey, hmpoatient with the long-
or roule thot led through re-
prarteadly safer country, left tha
Yontis drvain oply o meet o
hloody fale from the sealping
nmives of Indians who waylaid
s mssiered  thom, When
Snake river fort wns reached,
it was lowmed the wo wagons
whose drivers had ioken #w
short cul, had moet arvived. Mr.
Yankis and several others re-
traged e treail their friends
ahonld  hawe  {aken, amd at
Jenglh arrived ol the sccnc of
ivogedy, Ubseie worst fears. con-
Tirmed.

Reaching the Puget Sound
counbry, Mr. Yontlis located on
w0 acres of fhwe timber land
on ihe Skoeokumchuck, o lew
miles from Tenlno, The first
bome wos the fypical seltler's
lag eabln which was built in
the winter of 1858, Soon affer
nuwving into the new house, the
codive country wag startled by
ihe Indinn outbreak of 1855-56.
The stories that come pouring
in of homes devasiabed, men,
voarmen arwd children killed and
peneral havoe, filled the set-
tlers with alorm. A lract of
Inned on Grand Mound Praivie
wig donated and ihe men as-
sombled ond built a stockade
which fvas known as Fort Hen-
ness. ere with the other set-
flere of the region, lived -ihe .
Vantis family for a year, Mr.
Yanlls and his sens golng out
to their fields in the morning
and refurning to the prolection
of the fort at night.

Pioneer and  stalesman, he
wias elected as tervitorial repe-
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Yantis Family
Active Pioneers

N

(Continued from page eleven) -

resentative from 1859 to 1863,
held office as county commis-
sioner several terms, and was -
justice of the peace until. !us ‘
death which occurred when he .
was 72 years of age. o

[The Daily Olympian, Olympia, Washlngton Wednesday, November 8, 1939 p. 11 &13]



—

A.-P.

MAINLY
ABOUT
"PEOPLE

——

” Jsabel M. Campbell,
“ofl Wriler, American Guide
g rticle on an Indian massacre)

' “Barney. .
 JiThe post arrived a few days ago,
 Winging: your welcome letter, along
-‘;‘m:‘:gfml week-cld papers and
cmmunications from dad.and bro-
thﬂ ja’min;telling‘of th‘eir_plans,
g M_._ﬁﬁ-';;;_toicome to Washington
ferriory; Ordinarily, I'd have shout-
Lo Torfoyi: But as ‘things ook, I
anonly groan with dread and beg
ikl Barney; don't. {)()ﬂ‘b come, Not
ﬂ"i;',‘ﬁﬁgy.‘:‘-()h, I know, after my
- (huslastic -eplstics imploring you
- 4o sell . that sterile reck . heap in
ine'and start fresh, you and Bess,
o mg_:,éljatm sadioining me,t where
irginloam Is ax-handle decp, and
sitie'grasé all winter on native hay
o highlt_hides' the laliest steer on.
(he prplrie—my begging you now.
NOT:id-TbOIIier must sound crazy and .

cockejed.”

£ 0
|

N UT Barney, Washington ‘1erntory
gt by s safe place to bring

chidren and old folks to, for a while,

Alhle isin the air—Indian trou-

" b‘ewk“W‘AlthOngh Olympia re-

fuses to become over anxious as yet,

(o, Slévens s out, trying to do ali

he can:to” juggle ‘white man man-
euvery agalnst redskin intvigue. But
shik:those filthy coycies:are sign-
g trestles ‘with one hand, they're
dicing ol our.scalps with the other!
Afterall; its only -been seven years
since DrWhitman and his wife . were
clubbed:to ‘death ‘and left to welter
n thelr o¥n bloed.  And seven years,
o ufIndlan’s ruthless vengeance, is
only‘time:to whet his savage lust
for moré; -Aym? " Certainly. AL Ft.
vanouter,'some frigndly breeds but
jeslerdsy, warned +“the Bostons” {0
fill oir forts” at the Dalles, Van-
couveriand: Steilacoom with soldiers,
Even ‘the ‘oid ‘hellbags, living with
some* white. men’ here, bring lurid
lales into. the seftiement from’ their

 brown brothers; and caulicn us ag-

iinst them" But too well we know
it will only fan to life the smoulder-
ng {ites of ‘warfare such as none of
u haye ever'seen. - And leave Dbe-
hind such- fiendish trails of .ghastly
ravage a8 T'myself; witnessed in Aug-

ust, and shad never forget.
RS ERNN

TN T



"DARNEY, Aléx Ward and practic- l
ally “his entire - family; rela-
tives; and those others of his. five-
wogon train; were-wiped out in a
brital; hellish.death at theshands of
some *sixty :Snake Tidians aboul
twenty-flve or thirty miles from Ft.
Boise;” With them was Dr. Adams—
you remember him of course—also a
voung-.chap -~ from Massachusetls |
named Babcock, and a German fel-
low ‘whom I did not know, Only
two of-the’twenty-cae persons sur-
vived; ‘young® Billy’ Ward and his
kig brother Néwton. Thres of the |
women folk " and’ several children |
were inken captive . .. would to Godl
they had beeh tortured outright and
slain on the. spot!

CCORDING to Alexander Yantis,

captain of the main wagon train,
they had coms to a signpost at a
lak of the trail, telling of a short
W through country the boys feared
kowild to risk, “All but Ward. Tak-
by ounsel, most of them said em-
Hatically, “thumbs ‘down!” Al but
ma Anxious to push through to
‘{CFOH, he was—what with cattle
Paying out, and Mrs. Ward needing
tre, “Indians! He laughed at the
whers for their .petticoat courage.
| Yot even knowledge the redskins
X close and ugly daunted him—:

Ehe craziest, pluckiest, stubbornest,
4m’ mule inall Kentucky, bless his
i t_'soullr' I'll always foel, if I
"™ have reached him then, I
2ght have persuaded him to stay
Rh the main train. He'd have
Wened to me, Barney—he always
i, fren little shavers together | | .
ind he might have been alive today
- BUt my mare split a hoof, which |
Lelayeq me the night at Ft. Boise, |
Teaching” Yantis outfit middle of |
next morning, '

13 * " I



k]

YANTIS was right glad for an ex-
tra trigger finger and the good
S‘JDDIY of ammunition I'd brought
. flong,: Then, he told me of the
Ward train's ohstinate yank to hurry
O threugh alone, and that all last
Night, - down - in a bottom land close
0 camp, his own, people had sat in
‘ense anq white-faced forsboding,
¥alehing g hideous war dance in the
ght. “Then, 1 reckon the
“m Wil need some of this” I
him, strappmg most ¢f tha am-
Ditic back onto my saddle again,
“Jd!wlnging up. -Just then, a young
"“‘k) called Amen came bristling
Wiy, news some of their cattle
Y #olen during the night, There
Yu oy limed counsel, and five or
iu ‘boys who had clustersd
W“ﬂ grabbed their horses, and
‘u;'m off, to reccver if possivle,
the. nts stock, and overtake
¥ard train. - we didn't find the
Lua_ But' w did find the most of
?lLs !unalned of Alex Ward and
u i t, Ioo]hzndv litlle- band of
Ve y “m

& hite men and seven In-
&m lay where they had fallen

°! the charred wagons. Our po-
w led as we drew rein; their
et mm'_ts piercing the ghastly
' The party had ‘evidently been
W & dinner, and had no-time"
g ‘Athough Dr, Adams and
QM showed evidence of
‘Babcock, still warm




th when' Yaans gave
nt.‘ a lshot m the dxr-

. 2 had to Lurn bdck
: ‘(xaLhering t,ogethel in 11 horse,
Wiankels; what“the wolves and. buz-
~zards ‘had left, and dlggmg “oul’a
‘Sort of gra\?e, we did what we could.
‘Ws biried the:massacred. victims:




T WAS Yanus who heard young!

Newton’ whimpering in the brush |
where he had been left for dead. All'j-:
-his'nine-year- old courage was glow-, :
ing: tmough the gliLter of pain - injy.
‘his: eyes as we carrwd him' to~ thc
horses bub thene he pled plteouslyf
10 ! be - left- ‘to’ dle .. The doctor
thmks he . has ‘8 chance A week |
‘later,: Billy, his’ elder brother, crawl-‘,j
ed in Ft. Boise ‘more* dead ‘than- live{
‘ing, -an_. arrow lodged through his;-g
lung, and splintermg out’: before andt_éi
saft where he'd broken off both-ends. |
No~ one. knows how- he escaped th°
‘Ward massacrealive, or hcov he lived |
on 'roots ‘and® berries to inch’ ‘along|
those long, torturous mnles to” the
fort I he survives “those < two |
youngsters are alont, of the twenty .
one persms allve to tell the tale;

g

. news of the bloody affam
Y reached the Dalles Major Hal- |
ler was dispat,ched to the Snake:j




the gullty mutdel;';f"”-’ By,
the fourth day, fci Al gy

10 "V-(*v—

wore swaymg slightly 'by v
Jean': necks; over: ‘the fﬁ*
charred and manglea icti gp

hlding. 't ma]ly,‘., -
the mOlmtaim;

Blue Mquntains turned 15T
Fi: Dalle§ iy i



begmning“ Marki
terrxtory, east and west
‘battle: ground: within’ 1
‘months, ‘and ‘we’ll. all
our famllies behmd""

Li(m.s b.lr‘k to he]l Ydu"
now I've: gmn vou
¢ tails Lhat Vou may '
rible Dxctun, as it is
and : Benjamm and-;.y
hc.pe—-out 0[ your SAf
1gnorance There a'

bv. Dll husband o my
and a gr eat. daddy to
their ‘'sake’ Barney:‘;j;
longer in Mame,s Secur
less exlbtence ‘and’ I’ll;
hold that’ clalm for you i

LT—— e T —

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Sunday, October 4, 1936]



-ﬁm:‘i.s Family Has .-
Family Reunion Al
Charles [ackson Home

Siy mohetmriong of watlve sons g
duigphters ol il Yanlis family beld
g N recemiy al the liome of
Mes, Clarles Jockeon, aear Tentno,
whilh dibiatl RS0 peErsonsg j'l.-|Li|::|1:|ur_11:|1|;_
CHOIRE uaher four persons present
erowetal LB pliting inoa rovered
WAROT,

The vemutimder of  the eompany
wepg Hatives ol e Paclfic Narih-
woad, wihich = mow il 85 yesry olil;
gabralzedl fendn the date of e in-
wpsigiy ol e fiest white settless. Al
progent were lirect deseetwdants  of
Judze BOF Vandls, A B Yaulls and
Jumes Lo Yontis,  The firat two set-
flesl i Lewis eounty boefore 1he
priition of Tharston county and then
o pary of e, and James L, made
Tis B i the Willamette Vaolley.
A fowerh bonlher, Lapsley 1o, accom-
pamicd b ety aeross the plalng posd
argnnizel  the  Firet  Preshyterian
ehuarel of Portland. After serving us
pagter @ =hort time he veturned to
phe lovmoer fwmdly  home  in Sweet
guring=, Saline  county,  Missourd,
where the family  esiablished them-
gelvor ufler leaving the orisinal heme
fn Kemtwcly, B F, and A 5 ¥an-
g woerre protvinenldy idantified with
b emrly hisbory of Thavston county,
the Iommer being o member of the
Misl lewislative oouneil convened in
Washingion fervitery, and the [(weo
lrothers =erviil in severnl subsegiwnt
Cgaakions ol L ferrilovial legl=labure, |
Noth were enlled npon to endore the!
lardships of pionesr life, |

Martn:  the  afterncon o * seball!
pume Wils played, ome nine composad |
wf Al Bond ol sans-ln-law of Johin
1. Yauwrld, wovwe ddeceased, defenling n
whe compessed of cousins o the Tam-
flv. By o seore of 11 to 13,




Many Are Present

Tlngs preselnr wala: AL XN Yanlis
nl Elenslorg, Woeshington:; Eilan .
Viwtis o doughoer, Gmee of Cen-
tesilfie s Mhosdosin  Yaulist., with 12
chilibren wwd  thelr Tamilies, of Ten-
Imo; . AL Davis: Avchie Davis u_]l.n:l
Bummily: Mv. ond Aes. Halph Davis:
B, 5 Davis med family; Balph Peor-
sil upil Facly: "ATr. and Mea, A, T.
Thomips=on;  Mes. Pearl Renfroe and

1
children, of Contralin: Geno. b, - War
ting By, and Mes, Talmadge Roberts
and childwen  of MeCleary: Mr. and
Mre. Gdorge Minkenship of Oly i
Mr. and Mres, W, W Matter and fam-
i1y of Teninag; My, and Mys, Dan W
Yontis nml som of The Dalles, Ore
gFong Ore amd Mrs. AL V. Albel amid
children of Seattle; Mr, png M,
Hogh  White and Camily: and  Mr
and  Mra. Jessie Firth of Yokima:
Warren Yokom gned fumbly of Siap.
woodl, Washington: My and Mrs, J.
E. Yokum of Sumner, Washingion;
A, and Mra, L P Jones; My wnd
Mrs. Jdohn Case, of Tenine:; Mes, B
sl Whitaker of Mympin; Mrs, Flor
Turvey, O B. Glhsan wnid Rudalph
Muarshach; Henry Mize and family nof
[ Bucoda; Mes. Currle Van Morman of
| Tacowa; Mre, and Myz, Cliff Tirvay;
!&ir. el Mew, HLOW Tarvey of Pe
PELL; My and Mis. feon Rector il
j children of Hanaford Valley: Jomes
Wolle of Montesano: M anel  Mra.
Lewls Yonts and children of Pafter-
g0 Mr. and Mrs. Lee, Yantis pnd
children of Hood River, Oregon: Mr
rand Mrs, Walter Yantls and children;
(Mr.oand Mra. Ralph Ivester and chil-
dren; Mr. and Mrs, Franje Yaulis and:
Cehildrver: Me. and Mrs. Deway Calvin|
and ehildren: Mr, wnd 3es, Charles |
Yantla aod daoghter of Tenino: T,
and Mrs, George Yantis of Elma, and |
the host and hostesa, My, ond M,

Charvles Jackson, !
] L] L]

[Sunday Morning Olympian Recorder, Olympia, Washington, Sunday, August 7, 1927
p.3]


















[Early History of Thurston County by Mrs. George Blankenship 1904 p. 189-94]



