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Caleb Woods 

b. 12 Jan 1806 Madison County, Kentucky 

d. 04 Feb 1896 Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

buried Buena Vista Cemetery, Buena Vista, Polk County, Oregon 

s/o Adams Woods and Nancy Hancock 

m. 11 Jan 1829 Howard County, Missouri 

Margaret McBride 

b. 29 May 1809 Tennessee 

d. 28 Jan 1871 

buried Buena Vista Cemetery, Buena Vista, Polk County, Oregon 

d/o Thomas Crawford McBride and Eliza Womack 

1840: Jefferson, Johnson County, Missouri, Caleb Woods, 1 male (-5), 2 males (5-9), 1 male 

(15-19), 1 male (30-39); 1 female (20-29) 

1849: Oregon Census, Yamhill County, Caleb Woods 

1850: Yamhill County, Oregon, November 20, 1850; Caleb Wood, 44, farmer, KY; Margt, 41, 

TN; Thos., 20, MO; Geo, 18, MO; Samuel (James?), 12, MO; John Green, 8, OT; J. J. Butler, 30, 

carpenter, NC; D. D. Butler, 27, carpenter, NC 

1860: North Fork, Yamhill County, Oregon, June 29, 1860; Caleb Woods, 54, farmer, $3200 

$3000, KY; Margaret, 51, TN; Thomas, 29, MO; Henry, 26, MO; James, 22, MO; Charlotte, 17, 

OH; Mary E. Kimes, 10, MO; John Buckley, 24, day laborer, $0 $100, IN; Jacob Smith, 25, day 

laborer, $0 $300, OH; Milum Backer, 28, day laborer, $0 $268, MO; A. A. Hardin, 28, teacher 

common school, $0 $200, IN 

Children of Caleb Woods and Margaret McBride: 

1. Thomas A. Woods 

b. 16 Nov 1830 Missouri 

d. 23 Aug 1866 Buena Vista, Polk County, Oregon 

buried Buena Vista Cemetery, Buena Vista, Polk County, Oregon 



1850: Yamhill County, Oregon, November 20, 1850; Caleb Wood, 44, farmer, KY; 

Margt, 41, TN; Thos., 20, MO; Geo, 18, MO; Samuel (James?), 12, MO; John Green, 8, 

OT; J. J. Butler, 30, carpenter, NC; D. D. Butler, 27, carpenter, NC 

1860: North Fork, Yamhill County, Oregon, June 29, 1860; Caleb Woods, 54, farmer, 

$3200 $3000, KY; Margaret, 51, TN; Thomas, 29, MO; Henry, 26, MO; James, 22, MO; 

Charlotte, 17, OH; Mary E. Kimes, 10, MO; John Buckley, 24, day laborer, $0 $100, IN; 

Jacob Smith, 25, day laborer, $0 $300, OH; Milum Backer, 28, day laborer, $0 $268, 

MO; A. A. Hardin, 28, teacher common school, $0 $200, IN 

2. George Lemuel Woods 

b. 30 Jul 1832 Boone County, Missouri 

d. 07 Jan 1890 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

m. 

Louisa Adams McBride 

b. 18 Mar 1835 Boone County, Missouri 

d. 02 Oct 1924 San Jose, Santa Clara County, California 

d/o James McBride 

1850: Yamhill County, Oregon, November 20, 1850; Caleb Wood, 44, farmer, KY; 

Margt, 41, TN; Thos., 20, MO; Geo, 18, MO; Samuel, 12, MO; John Green, 8, OT; J. J. 

Butler, 30, carpenter, NC; D. D. Butler, 27, carpenter, NC 

1870: Salem, Marion County, Oregon, June 4, 1870; Geo L. Woods, 37, Gov of Oregon, 

$7500 $2000, MO; Louisa A., 34, keeping house, MO; Chas. F., 12, at school, OR; G.W. 

Thurman, 16, Tel operator, Oregon 

1880: San Jose, Santa Clara County, California, June 4, 1880; George L. Woods, 47, 

lawyer, MO MO MO; Louisa A., 45, wife, keeping house, MO TN MO; Charles F., 22, 

son, clerk in state cont office; OR MO MO; John B., 9, son, attending school, OR MO 

MO; Helene M. Holman, niece in law, 20, music teacher, OR MO MO 

"WOODS, GEORGE L.--Caleb Woods, the father of Governor Woods, is a native of Madison 

County, Kentucky, and was born in 1806. He came to Oregon in 1847, bringing his family. 

Resides mainly in Yamhill County. His wife was a Miss McBride, a native of Tennessee.  Mrs. 

Woods died in 1871, and two of their four sons are also dead. Of the survivors, George L. Woods 

has attained distinction, becoming Governor of Oregon and earning celebrity in law and 

politics.  He was born in Boone County, Missouri, in 1831 or 1832, and after accompanying his 

parents to this State lived on his father's donation claim at North Yamhill. He was educated in the 

schools of Doctor Hudson and L. L. Rowland, both excellent teachers, and studied law by 

himself. He was quickly admitted to the bar, and showing great aptitude for his profession, he 

speedily attained a leading place among the professional men of the State. Being a ready and 

fluent talker and cogent debater, he was enabled to exert much influence upon political affairs, 

and took an important part in the discussion of public questions. For a time he practiced at Walla 



Walla and The Dalles, and was elected Governor of Oregon, and served four years. Upon the 

conclusion of his term of office he was appointed by President Grant Governor of Utah Territory, 

and held this position also for four years he is now (1885) practicing law in San Francisco. 

Governor Woods is a forcible speaker, whose qualities as an ex tempore debater have been his 

principal distinction." [History of the Willamette Valley by Herbert Lang p.691-2] 

 

 

"Woods, Hon. George L., deceased, ex-Governor 

of Oregon and of Utah, was born in Boone County, 

Missouri, July 30, 1832 and came to Oregon in 

1844 (sic-1847).  He mined in California a short 

time, then returned to Oregon, studied law and was 

admitted to the bar in 1858.  He was one of the 

founders of the party in Yamhill County in 1856, 

and one of the foremost defenders of the Union in 

those trying times, and one of the most forceful and 

eloquent orators on the Pacific coast, his voice 

being heard in every campaign for thirty years.  In 

1858 he was the Republican candidate for 

Prosecuting Attorney in the Portland district, and in 

1863 was appointed Judge of Wasco County.  In 

1864 he was elected Presidential Elector, and in 

1865 was appointed to the Supreme County bench 

of Idaho.  In 1866 he was elected Governor of 

Oregon, and in 1871 was appointed Governor of 

Utah.  From 1875 to 1885 he practiced law in 

California and Nevada, and from 1885 to January 

14, 1896 (sic-died 07 Jan 1890), the time of his death, in Portland." [Republican League Register 

of Oregon and Washington, p. 283] 

 
[History of the Pacific Northwest, Oregon and Washington Vol 1 p. 292a] 



 

 

[Oregon Native Son Vol II p. 215-6] 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Thursday, January 9, 1890, p. 8] 

Children of George Woods and Louisa McBride: 

i. Charles F. Woods 

b. 1858 Yamhill County, Oregon 

d. 09 Jan 1905 San Jose, Santa Clara County, California 

ii. John Blaine Woods 

b. 12 Jul 1870 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

d. 21 Dec 1953 Pacific, Washington 

3. Henry Woods 

b. 1834 Missouri 

d. 

1860: North Fork, Yamhill County, Oregon, June 29, 1860; Caleb Woods, 54, farmer, 

$3200 $3000, KY; Margaret, 51, TN; Thomas, 29, MO; Henry, 26, MO; James, 22, MO; 

Charlotte, 17, OH; Mary E. Kimes, 10, MO; John Buckley, 24, day laborer, $0 $100, IN; 

Jacob Smith, 25, day laborer, $0 $300, OH; Milum Backer, 28, day laborer, $0 $268, 

MO; A. A. Hardin, 28, teacher common school, $0 $200, IN 

4. James C. Woods 

b. 11 Jan 1838 Missouri 

d. 18 Apr 1912 Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

buried Forest View Cemetery, Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

m. 

Charlotte L. Caples 

b. 08 Jun 1843 Ohio 



d. 17 Mar 1921 Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

buried Forest View Cemetery, Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

d/o Thomas Crawford McBride and Eliza Womack 

1850: Yamhill County, Oregon, November 20, 1850; Caleb Wood, 44, farmer, KY; 

Margt, 41, TN; Thos., 20, MO; Geo, 18, MO; Samuel (James?), 12, MO; John Green, 8, 

OT; J. J. Butler, 30, carpenter, NC; D. D. Butler, 27, carpenter, NC 

1860: North Fork, Yamhill County, Oregon, June 29, 1860; Caleb Woods, 54, farmer, 

$3200 $3000, KY; Margaret, 51, TN; Thomas, 29, MO; Henry, 26, MO; James, 22, MO; 

Charlotte, 17, OH; Mary E. Kimes, 10, MO; John Buckley, 24, day laborer, $0 $100, IN; 

Jacob Smith, 25, day laborer, $0 $300, OH; Milum Backer, 28, day laborer, $0 $268, 

MO; A. A. Hardin, 28, teacher common school, $0 $200, IN 

1880: Cowlitz County, Washington, June 1, 1880; James C. Woods, 42, merchant, MO 

KY TN; Charlotte L., 37, wife, keeping house, OH Eng MD; Nellie, 16, dau, at school, 

OR MO OH; Nara, 11, dau, at school, OR MO OH 

1900: Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon, June 7, 1900; James C. Woods, head, 

Jan 1838, 62, m-39yrs, MO KY TN, merchant; Charlotte L., wife, Jun 1843, 56, m-39yrs, 

3-1, OH OH Eng;  

1910: Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon, April 22 & 23, 1910; James C. Woods, 

head, 72, m1-50yrs, MO MO MO; Charlotte L., wife, 66, m1-50yrs, 3-1, OH OH Eng; 

Nellie W. Adams, dau, 45, wid, 0-0, OR MO OH 



,  

 

 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Friday, April 19, 1912 p. 16] 


