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Charles Claggett  

b. 13 Oct 1813 Woodford County, Kentucky  

d. 07 Oct 1902 Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

s/o Thomas Claggett and Mary Mason 

 

m. 03 Jul 1832 Tennessee 

 

Mary South Irvine 

b. 13 Oct 1813 Todd County, Kentucky 

d. 23 Aug 1889 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

d/o Jesse Irvine and Margaret Hadley 

 

1850: Athens, Gentry County, Missouri, October 2, 1850; Charles Claggett, 36, farmer, $750, KY; Mary S., 36, KY; Mary M., 14, MO; Salley A., 

12, MO; William D., 9, MO; Eliza A., 6, MO; Martha, 4, MO; John B., 2/12, MO; Benjamin H. Irvin, 21, farmer, KY  

 

ODLC: #2069 Marion; Charles Claggett b. 1813 Woodford Co, KY; arrived Oregon 13 Sep 1852; settled claim 20 Jan 1853; m'd Mary S. 03 Jul 

1832/3 TN.  Aff: William P. Pugh, Stephen Fisher 

 

1860: Salem, Marion County, Oregon, July 27, 1860; C. Claggett, 47, farmer, $1400 $1247, KY; M., 47, KY; W.J.D., 19, farmer, MO; M. A., Spong, 

37, f, PA; M.O. Claggett, 12, f, MO; J.B., 10, m, MO; W. Hughes, 21, farmer, $0 $230, MO 

 

1880: Salem, Marion County, Oregon, June 5, 1880; Chs Claggett, 66, retired farmer, KY VA VA; M.S., 66, wife, keeping house, KY KY KY; S.E. 

McNary, 22, granddau, OR IL MO; Ella, 18, granddau, OR IL MO; John, 16, granddau (sic), OR IL MO 



      
Evening Capital Journal August 24, 1889 p4      



 
[Book of Remembrance by Steeves p. 258] 

 

 



 
 

 

1902: Marion County Probate Records File #2166. Charles Claggett.  Intestate.  Date of death 05 Oct 1902, age 88 years.  W.D. Claggett, 

Adm. 09 Oct 1902.  Heirs: W.D. Claggett, son, 61, Salem, Oregon; children of deceased daughter, Mrs. Mary Margaret McNary: Mary 

Elizabeth Bruce, 40 (husband H.T. Bruce); Ninan McNary, over 21; John H. McNary, over 30 (wife Esther H. McNary); Ella Stoltz, 28; 

Charles L. McNary, 25 (wife Jessie McNary) all of Salem; children of deceased daughter, Mrs. Sallie A. Pugh; Charles W. Pugh, 40, (wife 

Joanna Pugh) of Salem; Mrs. Agnes Pugh Bristow, 30 (husband Eugene Bristow), of Ashland; John W. Pugh, 23, single, Portland; Delman 

Pugh, 25, single, Texas (deceased by 1904); children of deceased daughter Mrs. Martha Savage; John Savage, 28, Fairfield, Marion County; 

Charles Savage, 24, Baker City, Oregon; Ennis Savage, 21, Salem, Oregon; Roy Pugh, great grandson, 16, Salem (son of Robert Pugh, 

deceased son of Sallie A. Pugh, deceased daughter of Charles Claggett); Ellen Claggett Welch (daughter of William D. Claggett) who cared 

and nursed deceased for 72 months, Marion County. [Marion County Probate Records by Daraleen WadeVol 1 p. 42] 



      
 

[Morning Oregonian, October 6, 1902 p3] 



 
[Daily Capital Journal October 6, 1902 p4] 

 



 

 
[Morning Oregonian October 6, 1902 p3] 
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     "Charles Claggett, a worthy pioneer of Oregon, is a native of Woodford county, Kentucky, born October 13, 1818, a son of Thomas Claggett, who 

was also a native of the Blue Grass State, and lived and died there; the paternal grandfather was a Virginian and an early settler of Kentucky. Thomas 

Claggett married Miss Mary Mason, a native of Virginia, and to them were born seven children, only two of whom survive, William and Charles. 

Tlie latter is the subject of this biographical notice. He passed an uneventful youth on his father's farm, and attended the common schools.  When he 

came of age, in 1834, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Irving, of Kentucky, and they then removed to Missouri, where they resided twelve 

years. In 1852 they crossed the plains with ox teams, being seven months en route, and arrived at Salem, October 18, 1852.  They went into the 

country, and Mr. Claggett took a Government ranch of 200 acres; he built a house, improved the land, and as he prospered from year to year he made 

additional purchases of land, as his neighbors were willing to sell, until he now has 600 acres; this land is under excellent cultivation, and is well 

improved with good, substantial farm buildings. 

     Mr. and Mrs. Claggett are the parents of ten children, only two of whom are living: W. D., a son; and Sally A., the widow of Mr. Pugh. 

They have reared two granddaughters, whose mother died during their infancy; one marriecl and the other is keeping house for her grandfather; 

the death of the grandmother occurred August 13, 1889; she was a true and faithful wife, and for fifty-five years bore her share of the burdens of life, 

and lightened those of others. 

     Mr. Claggett divided his farm among his children, retained 220 acres, and in 1880 he retired from active pursuits. He bought a pleasant residence 

in Salem, where he is surrounded with all the comforts of life, and is held in the highest respect by all who know him. He has led a life of industry, 

has attended strictly to his own affairs, and has met with the prosperity which such conduct of life deserves, he has always been straightforward in all 

his business dealings, and has the utmost confidence of his fellow men. 

     Previous to the late civil war he adhered to the principles of the Democratic party, but since that time he has cast his vote with the Republicans." 

[An Illustrated History of Oregon by Rev. H. K. Hines p. 989] 

 

 

 

Children of Charles Claggett and Mary Irvine: 

 

1. Mary Margaret Claggett  

b. 16 Nov 1835 Clinton County, Missouri 

d. 1879 Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

m. 21 Dec 1854 Marion County, Oregon 

Hugh Linza McNary 

b. 30 Aug 1829 Pittsfield, Pike County, Illinois 

d. 18 Jul 1883 Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

1850: Athens, Gentry County, Missouri, October 2, 1850; Charles Claggett, 36, farmer, $750, KY; Mary S., 36, KY; Mary M., 14, MO; 

Salley A., 12, MO; William D., 9, MO; Eliza A., 6, MO; Martha, 4, MO; John B., 2/12, MO; Benjamin H. Irvin, 21, farmer, KY  

 



1854: Dec 21 Marion County, Marriages File #136 p.31; H.L. McNary and Mary M. Claggett; H.A. Johnson, J.P.  Witnesses: E. Fox and 

William Cole. [Marion County, Oregon Marriage Records by Wade and Custer Vol 1 p.8] 

1860: Lebanon PO, Linn County, Oregon, September 13, 1860; H.L. McNary, 30, farmer, $1600 $1094, IL; Mary, 24, MO; Mary, 4, OR; 

Sarah, 3, OR; Martha, 8/12, OR 

1879: July 24 Marion County, Oregon Marriages: Mr. H.L. McNary, over 21 and Miss Julia A. Johnson, over 18 at house of Mrs. S.C. Hatch.  

J.W. Spanswick, M.G.  Witnesses: Mrs. S.C. Hatch and J.W. Murphy.  Aff. Ed N. Edes.  File #2327 p. 609 [Marion County Oregon Marriage 

Records by Custer and Wade Vol III p.51] 

1880: North Salem, Marion County, Oregon, June 16, 1880; Hugh L. McNary, 50, farmer, IL KY KY; Julia A., 41, wife, IA MO NJ; Sarah 

E., dau, 23, dressmaker, OR IL IA; Martha, 20, dau, at home, OR IL IA; Nancy E., 18, dau, OR IL IA; Hugh L., 13, son, OR IL IA; Ella, 10, 

dau, OR IL IA; Charles H., 7, son, OR IL IA; Julia M., 4, dau, OR IL IA 

1883: July 27; Marion County Probate Records File #873.  H.L. McNary.  Intestate.  Adm: Widow, 27 July 1883.  Heirs: Julia A., widow, 44; 

Mary E. Bruce, daughter, 27, (wife of Thomas Bruce); Sarah E. McNary, daughter, 26; Martha A. McNary, daughter, 24; Nancy Eliza 

McNary, 30, Salem; Angelo P. McNary, 28, Harrisburg, Oregon; Lawrence A. McNary, 25, Portland, Oregon; Hugh P. McNary, 23, Salem; 

Wilson D. McNary, 18, Salem.  Refers to farms in Linn and Polk Counties and house and lots in Salem. 

1884: April 12; Marion County Probate Records File #912 p.165 McNary Minors.  Guardianship of minor heirs of H.L. McNary.  Guardian: 

Charles Claggett, grandfather, 12 April 1884.  Charles L. McNary, John H. McNary, Ella McNary.  Sisters of the three minors: Sarah E. 

McNary, Eliza McNary, Mattie McNary. [Marion County, Oregon Probate Records by Daraleen Wade Vol 2 p.165] 

Children of Hugh McNary and Sallie Claggett: 

i. Mary Elizabeth McNary 

b. 08 Aug 1857 Marion County, Oregon 

d. 27 Feb 1932 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

1877: Nov 11 Marion County, Oregon, Marriage: Thomas Bruce, over 21 and Mary E. McNary, over 18 at house of bride's father.  

J.C. Baker, M.G.  Wit: W.D. Claggett and Herman Waterman.  Aff: Charles Pugh.  File #2093 p.377 [Marion County Oregon 

Marriage Records by Custer and Wade Vol III p.32] 

ii. Sarah E. "Nina" McNary 

b. 08 Aug 1857 Marion County, Oregon 

d. 27 Feb 1932 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 



iii. Martha McNary 

b. 1860 Linn County, Oregon 

d. 1898 

iv. Eliza N. McNary 

b. 14 May 1862 

d. 04 Aug 1887 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

v. Harriett R. McNary 

b. 10 Sep 1864 

d. 07 Jun 1879 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

vi. John Hugh McNary 

b. 31 Jan 1867 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

d. 25 Oct 1936 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

"JOHN H. McNARY.  Residence, 385 Sumner street; office, United States National Bank building, 

Salem.  Born in 1869 in Marion County, Oregon.  Son of Hugh L. and Margaret (Claggett) McNary. 

Married January 29, 1893, to Esther Hall. Attended public schools of Marion County, the Willamette 

University and later, the State University of Oregon at Eugene. 

Read law in the office of Judge George H. Burnett. Admitted to the bar at Salem in June, 1894, and 

the United States District and Circuit Courts July 17, 1901. Commenced the practice of his profession 

with S. L. Hayden, under the firm name of Hayden & McNary, which partnership continued until 

1900, when it was dissolved and a partnership formed with Charles L. McNary, which continues to 

date. In 1890 was elected Recorder of Marion County. Deputy District Attorney 1893-1904, when he 

was elected District Attorney and re-elected in 1908.  President of Marion County Bar Association 

and member of the American Bar Association and Oregon Bar Association. Member of Masonic, I. 

O. O. P. and B. P. O. E. fraternities.  Member of Illihee Club of Salem. Republican." [History of the 

Bench and Bar in Oregon p.180] 

 

 

 

vii. Ella McNary 

b. 29 Aug 1870 Marion County, Oregon 

d. 28 Dec 1951 Marion County, Oregon 



viii. James McNary 

b. 03 Apr 1872 

d. 23 Apr 1872 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

ix. Charles Linza McNary 

b. 12 Jun 1874 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

d. 25 Feb 1944 Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida 

buried Belcrest Memorial Park, Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"CHARLES L. McNARY.  Residence, 643 Court street; office, United States National building, Salem. 

Born June 12, 1874, in Marion County, Oregon. Son of Hugh L. and Margaret (Claggett) MeNary.  

Married November 19. 1902, to Jessie Breyman.  Attended public and high schools at Salem and the 

Stanford University, California.  Read law in the office of Samuel L. Hayden and John H. Me Nary. 

Admitted to the bar at Salem in 1898, and became associated with John H. McNary, which continues to 

date. President Salem % Taft Club. Dean Willamette College of Law. Member of Masonic, B. P. O. E 

and I. O. O. F. fraternities and lllihee Club, of Salem. Republican." [History of the Bench and Bar in 

Oregon p.180] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

x. Julia M. McNary 

b. 1876 

http://www.ccrh.org/comm/umatilla/primary/chasmcn.htm


d. 07 Dec 1880 Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

 

 

2. Sarah "Sallie"  Ann Claggett 

b. 03 Jul 1838 Clinton County, Missouri 

d. 29 Nov 1895 Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

m1. 31 Aug 1854 Marion County, Oregon 

John M. Pugh [Pioneer of 1845] 

b. 01 Mar 1820 Sullivan County, Indiana 

d. 15 May 1880 Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

s/o William Pugh and Jeanette Donaldson 

1850: Athens, Gentry County, Missouri, October 2, 1850; Charles Claggett, 36, farmer, $750, KY; Mary S., 36, KY; Mary M., 14, MO; 

Salley A., 12, MO; William D., 9, MO; Eliza A., 6, MO; Martha, 4, MO; John B., 2/12, MO; Benjamin H. Irvin, 21, farmer, KY  

 

ODLC: #25 Marion Co; John M. Pugh; b. 1820 Sullivan Co, IN; sc 01 Nov 1847. Aff: John Force, James S. Ross 

 

1854: Aug 31; Marion County, Marriages File #120 p.26; John M. Pugh and Sarah Ann Claggett 31 Aug 1854.  S.A. Burnett, M.G. [Marion 

County, Oregon Marriage Records by Wade and Custer p.7] 

 

1860 Salem, Marion Co, OR; J.M. Pugh, 40, farmer, $3400 $1314, IA; S.A., 22, MO; C.W., 4, m, OR; M.J., 8/12, f, OR; Josephine, 10/12, f, 

(brother's daughter), OR 

 

1870 Salem, Marion Co, OR; J.M. Pugh, 40, farmer, $34600 $500, IN; Sally A., 34, MO; C.W., 14, m, OR; Robt A., 8, m, OR; Ella, 6, f, OR; 

Agnes, 4, f, OR; John, 1, m, OR 

 

1880 Dist 81, North Salem, Marion Co, OR; Silas (sic-Sally) A. Pugh, 40, mother, MO; Robert A., 18, son, farmer, OR; Ella A., 16, dau, OR; 

Agness, 14, dau, OR; John, 10, son, OR; Delman, 8, son, OR; Martha, 6, dau, OR 

 

 



John M. Pugh and Sarah Ann Claggett had the following children: 

i. Charles W. Pugh 

b. Nov 1856 Oregon 

d. 17 Dec 1931 Marion County, Oregon [D/C #916] 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

 

ii. Mary J. Pugh 

b. Nov 1859 Oregon 

d. 05 Sep 1860 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

 

 ii i. Robert A. Pugh 

b. 1862 Oregon 

d.   

 

iv. Ella A. Pugh 

b. 18 Dec 1863 Oregon 

d. 28 May 1887 Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion Co, Oregon 

 

v. Agnes Pugh 

b. 1866 Oregon 

d.  

 

vi. John Pugh 

b. 1870 Oregon 

d. 

 

vii. Delman Pugh 

b. 1872 Oregon 

d. 07 Jul 1904 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion Co, Oregon 

  

viii . Martha Elva Pugh 

b. 20 Oct 1873 Oregon 

d. 29 Oct 1894 Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion Co, Oregon 



3. William D. Claggett 

b. 28 Nov 1840 Albany, Gentry County, Missouri 

d. 19 Dec 1911 Salem, Marion Co, OR [D/C #3851] 

m1. 

Ella Hennis 

b. 

d. 

1850: Athens, Gentry County, Missouri, October 2, 1850; Charles Claggett, 36, farmer, $750, KY; Mary S., 36, KY; Mary M., 14, MO; 

Salley A., 12, MO; William D., 9, MO; Eliza A., 6, MO; Martha, 4, MO; John B., 2/12, MO; Benjamin H. Irvin, 21, farmer, KY  

 

1860: Salem, Marion County, Oregon, July 27, 1860; C. Claggett, 47, farmer, $1400 $1247, KY; M., 47, KY; W.J.D., 19, farmer, MO; M. A., 

Shong, 37, f, PA; M.O. Claggett, 12, f, MO; J.B., 10, m, MO; W. Hughes, 21, farmer, $0 $230, MO 

1880: Salem, Marion County, Oregon, June 15, 1880; William Claggett, 39, farmer, MO MO IL; Eiza J., 27, wife, keeping house, IL _ IN; 

Anna May, 13, dau, OR MO IL; Iva Ellen, 11, dau, OR MO IL; Mary P., 7, dau, OR MO IL; Charles W., 6, son, OR MO IL; George, 3, son, 

OR MO IL 

 

1900: Salem, Marion County, Oregon, June 4, 1900; William D. Claggett, head, Nov 1836, 63, wid, MO MO MO, farmer; Clyde, son, Mar 

1880, 17, s, OR MO MO, at school; Benjamin, son, Sep 1886, 13, s, OR MO MO, at school; Margaret, dau, Apr 1892, 8, s, OR MO MO, at 

school; Harriett, dau, Dec 1897, 2, s, OR MO MO; Ora Smith, servant, Oct 1858, 44, wid, 5-4, MN NY NY, servant-housekeeper 

 

Children of William Claggett and Ella Hennis: 

i. Anna May Claggett 

b. 1867 

d. 07 Feb 1945 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon [D/C #541] 

m. 27 May 1891 Charles Cosper 

m. Holmes 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 



 
Evening Capital Journal May 28, 1891 p3 



ii. Iva Ellen Claggett 

b. 1869 OR 

d. 

m. Frank Welch (d. 22 Oct 1933 Marion County, Oregon) 

m2. 03 Dec 1871 Marion County, Oregon 

Eliza J. Parrish 

b. 1854 Illinois 

d. 08 Nov 1899 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 



 

Children of William Claggett and Eliza Parrish: 

i. Florence Amelia Claggett 

b. 1873 Marion County, Oregon 



d. 31 Dec 1913 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

m. Charles D. McCoy 

ii . Charles William Claggett 

b. 23 Mar 1874 Marion County, Oregon 

d. 21 Sep 1912 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 



 

iii . Archibald Claggett 

b. 

d. 
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iv. Thomas Claggett 

b. 

d. 

living  in Washington 

v. Clyde Cook Claggett 

b. 

d. 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

living in Portland 

vi. Benjamin Lloyd Claggett 

b. 04 Sep 1886 Marion County, Oregon 

d. 17 Jul 1957 Marion County, Oregon 

buried Mount Crest Abbey Mausoleum, Salem, Marion County, Oregon 



1901: June 29, Marion County File #1999 1/2 Bennie Claggett.  An incorrigible youth.  Age 14 years.  W.D. Claggett, father, 

petitoned court to commit him to reform school, 29 Jun 1901. [Marion County Probate Records by Daraleen WadeVol 1 p. 42] 

vii . Margaret Claggett 

b. 

d. 

viii . Harriet Claggett 

b. 

d. 

ix. Georgie D. Claggett 

b. 24 Jul 1875 Marion County, Oregon 

d. 04 Jul 1881 Marion County, Oregon 

buried Claggett Cemetery, Keizer, Marion County, Oregon 

m3. 1905 

Elizabeth "Lizzie" Jacobs McFarland [divorced] 

b. 

d. 

 

   1911: Marion County Death Certificate #3851 William D. Claggett, white, male, age 71yrs, widower, bur 21 Dec 1911 Claggett Cem 

     "WILLIAM D. CLAGGETT, whose fifty-one years of residence in Oregon covers almost the entire period of development and 

improvements here, was for many years extensively engaged in farming and stock-raising and still supervises his interests in those directions 

from his home in Salem, where he has resided since 1880. 

     A native of Missouri, William D. Claggett was born near Albany, Gentry county, November 28, 1840, a son of Charles Claggett, who was 

born in Woodford county, Ky., October 13, 1813.  The latter 's father died in Kentucky when Charles 

Claggett was an infant. Charles Claggett was reared in that state, and after attaining his majority began farming on his own account in Gentry 

county. In 1852 he left the Mississippi valley for the coast, making the long and tedious journey across the sands and through the mountain 

passes until he reached Marion county. He settled four miles north of Salem, where he secured about three hundred and twenty acres of land 

covered with a heavy growth of timber. He at once began to improve the property, and in those early days he burned charcoal. His pits were 

long enough to take in logs of seventy-five feet, and would 

contain two thousand bushels of charcoal. Each pit would be left to burn for three months, before the product was considered ready for the 

market.  In this Mr. Claggett was quite successful, although the early years of residence here were a period of hardship to the family. The 

father had but a single dollar at the time of his arrival, and the first home of the family was a log cabin, 16x16 feet, and without a floor of any 

kind, or a stove or a fireplace. Through many years, however, Charles Claggett successfully engaged in the raising of stock and grain, and 



added to his original purchase the adjoining farm. His death occurred October 7, 1902, and thus passed away one of the honored pioneer 

settlers. He had a brother, Mason Claggett, who was a soldier in the Mexican war. 

     The mother of William D., Mrs. Mary (Irvine) Claggett, was a native of Kentucky and a daughter of Jesse Irvine, who removed to 

Missouri, where he engaged in farming until his death in 1842. Mrs. Claggett passed away in Salem in 1891. In the family were ten children, 

of whom only four reached adult age : Mrs. Margaret McNary, who died near Salem; Mrs. Sallie A. Pugh, who also died near Salem; William 

D., and Mrs. Martha Savage, who was accidentally killed in Marion county. 

     When but eleven years of age William D. Claggett came with his parents to Oregon. They left their Missouri home on the 1st of April, 

with two wagons drawn by oxen, and some loose cattle.  The boy William drove an ox-team of four yoke, and in the lead had a pair of three-

year-old oxen which he had broken from calves, and had made so tractable that he could stand on the wagon tongue and guide them simply by 

speaking to them. The party crossed the Platte river where it was three miles wide. Mr. Claggett had his three-year-olds in the lead of seven 

yoke of cattle, and had they stopped swimming the wagons would have sunk. This yoke of oxen crossed the Platte seven times in one day, 

leading the other big teams. At length they reached the old Oregon trail and proceeded slowly until they arrived at Fort Hall, when they 

quickened their pace and passed every team which they overtook upon the road. On July 4 they reached the North pass and came on toward 

Oregon, arriving at The Dalles, September 13, and proceeding down the Columbia on a flatboat, while the cattle were brought by the trail. 

     Mr. Claggett arrived at Salem October 13, 1852, and proceeded to make himself useful on the home farm. In the winter months, when his 

services were not needed at home, he attended the district schools, and between the years 1852 and 1862 he was a student in the Willamette 

University. For some time he continued with his father, assisting in the operation of the home farm. Soon after reaching maturity he bought 

one hundred acres, to which he added another hundred, then three hundred and forty and subsequently other tracts, until he now owns over 

nine hundred acres in Marion county. His farm is devoted principally to the production of grain and the raising of stock. He has made a 

specialty of fine Angora goats and now has a large and valuable herd. He is one of the pioneers in this industry in Oregon, and has the largest 

herd, and has taken many prizes with his goats at the state fairs. He has also owned many fine horses, including registered Clydesdales and 

some fine trotting .stock, on which he has also won first premiums, and has raised fine sheep. Mr. Claggett has always been a lover of high 

grade stock and has ever kept on hand animals of superior excellence. One of his horses, Homdell, has a race record of 2:18, and has a 

halfmile time record of 1:08. 

     Mr. Claggett married Miss Ella Hennis, who was born in Iowa and died in Marion county, Ore., leaving two children: Mrs. Annie Cosper, 

of Salem: and Mrs. Ellen Welch, who is living on the old homestead. For his second wife Mr. Clageett chose Miss Eliza Parrish, who was 

born in Iowa and died in Oregon. There were eight children of that union: Amelia, of New York; Charles W. of Salem; Archie, who is on one 

of the father's farms: Thomas of Washington; Clyde, who is also on one of his father's farm; Benjamin, Margaret and Harriet at home.  Mr. 

Claggett's third marriage was to Miss Lizzie Jacobs, who was born in Marion county, her father having been one of the first settlers of that 

state, arriving here in the earliest pioneer days. 

     Since 1880 Mr, Claggett has been a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and has held office in the lodge and encampment. 

In politics he is an active Republican, As the years have passed, through the careful conduct of his business interests, through judicious 

investment and unflagging industry, he has prospered, and is today one of the substantial citizens of Salem, having extensive and valuable 

property holdings in Marion county. Soon after his arrival in the county he was ill for a short time with mountain fever, but has since enjoyed 

remarkable health, for the past fifty years never missing a meal a single day. He is familiar with pioneer history, and has witnessed the 

development of the county, as early conditions have been replaced by those of an advanced civilization, making Oregon one of the most 

promising commonwealths in this great country." [Portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette Valley p. 893] 

 



     "William D. Claggett, a prosperous agriculturist of Marion county, has been a resident of the State since 1852.  He was born in Missouri, 

November 28, 1840, and at the age of twelve years crossed the plains to Oregon with his father, Charles Claggett, whose history will be found 

on another page of this volume. William D. was sent to the public school, and later finished his education at the Willamette University under 

Prof. Hoyt, who was the president of the institution at that time.  He left college in 1862, and engaged in farming on leased land. After two 

years, however, he purchased 100 acres of choice land, on which he built a home; later he added another 100 acres, and devoted himself 

industriously to its cultivation, meeting with gratifying results.  In 1880 be bought 500 acres adjoining his ranch, and continued the 

management of the same until 1880, since which time he has leased the whole.  He now occupies a pleasant home which he bought in Salem. 

     Mr. Claggett was united in marriage in 1865 to Miss Ellen Hennis, a native of Iowa, and a daughter of Thomas Hennis, who came to 

Oregon in 1852. Two children were born of this union: Annie, wife of Charles Casper, and Eva E;, who resides in Salem with her grandfather 

Claggett. Mrs. Claggett died in 1870. Two years later Mr. Claggett was married a second time, being united to Miss Eliza E. Parrish, a 

daughter of George W. Parrish, of Clackamas county, Oregon. They had born to them eight children: George died at the age of six years from 

injuries received from one of the horses in the barn; Amelia is the wife of Charles Cook, who is in the postal telegraph service in Portland; 

Charles W. is farming on the old homestead; Archie, Thomas, Mary M., Dockie C.and Hennie I., are at home. 

     Politically, Mr. Claggett adheres to the principles of the Republican party. He is a member of the 1. O. O. F., and takes an active interest 

in the fraternity. He has led a life of industry and devotion to one purpose, and his efforts have been rewarded with success, He has never 

gambled and has been strictly temperate in all his habits, thereby winning the deepest respect and entire confidence of the community." [An 

Illustrated History of Oregon by Rev H.K. Hines p. 265-6] 
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