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Chapter 6 

 Grand Coulee Dam Days 

 

The family moved to Grand Coulee, Washington in late 1941.  Sassy remembers that they 

left the Flathead reservation in Daddy’s small car.  Daddy, Jimmy and Uncle Jacque 

Williams had already traveled to Grand Coulee earlier that year (that summer) looking 

for work.  They were lucky enough to find work at Grand Coulee Dam’s construction 

site.  After getting houses set up on the famous B Street, Jimmy and Jack stayed behind, 

while Daddy went back to Montana after their families.  On the trip back to Washington 

Daddy’s small car was literally jammed full of people.   Daddy had luggage and family 

possessions tied down on top of the car.  In the best Beverly Hillbilly style.  Besides 

Daddy and Momma in the little car were Rainsey, Sassy, Dona and Darlene.  And Daddy 

drove over to Hot Springs to pick up Aunt Rosie Williams and her kids, Leonard, 

Freddie, Rose Ellen (Sister) and Dickie.  

 

On the way to Washington Daddy met another car coming from the opposite direction 

and that driver crowded Daddy off the road.  This was at a point not far from Perma, the 

highway ran parallel to the railroad tracks.  To avoid crashing into the oncoming car 

Daddy swerved off the road and landed in some tall grass and weeds.  And all the time 

the car was flying off the road Momma was praying out loud.   “Oh, God save us! Oh 

God save us!” she shouted repeatedly.  Leonard Williams remembered this story and said 

once Momma got out of the car and investigated the situation and saw the car sitting in 

the grass which hid the cars tires, she loudly exclaimed, “God damn it! God damn it! You 

knocked off all the wheels!”  Of course the tires were still on the car and only hidden by 

the grass.  Leonard and Freddie would think about Momma switching from praying to 

cussing in minutes and laugh over it for years afterwards.  It was not foolish that Momma 

thought the wheels were broken off though, as it had happened to others before.  When 

Jim Grinder had married Mary Pablo, back in September of 1915, and they were 

returning home in his Rio from their honeymoon he made a sharp turn and hit a bank.  

All four wheels were broken off and completely demolished in the wreck!   

They reached Grand Coulee during the night after a long and tiresome trip.  The 

approach was made down the switch backs on the big hill from Almira.  Leonard 

Williams remembers seeing all the lights from the dam construction, and Grand Coulee 

Dam was “all lit up” and the “workers were busy as bees.”  They went across the railroad 

tracks and up the little road to B Street.  (This railroad track was removed after the dam 

construction was over).  They were happy to bed down for the night as the trip was 

exhausting.  In a few days, by November 3, all the kids were in school. 
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      Grand Coulee Dam  - The First 50 Years 1933-1983, “The Wenatchee World, page 

 A30 
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Spokesman-review ; 1934-04-29 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1934-04-29
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Spokane chronicle ; 1934-06-18 

 
 

Spokesman-review ; 1936-11-10 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokane
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/chronicle
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1934-06-18
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-11-10
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      Coeur d'Alene Press ; 1936-02-28                       

 

 
Spokesman-review ; 1936-03-08 

 
 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-03-08


 101 

 
Spokesman-review ; 1937-11-26 

 
 

    
Great falls tribune ; 1937-08-07                                                                                        Latah citizen ; 1936-10-18 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1937-11-26
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Great
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/falls
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/tribune
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1937-08-07
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Latah
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/citizen
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-10-18
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Spokesman-review ; 1937-04-18 

 
Pocatello Tribune ; 1936-03-17 
 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1937-04-18
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Pocatello
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/tribune
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-03-17
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Spokesman-review ; 1937-12-19 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1937-12-19


 104 

 
Spokane Chronicle ; 1937-06-22 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokane
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/chronicle
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1937-06-22
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Spokane chronicle ; 1936-01-29 

 
 
Moscow daily news review ; 1936-05-07 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokane
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/chronicle
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-01-29
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Moscow
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/daily
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/news
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-05-07
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Spokesman-review ; 1936-07-05                                         

    
Coeur d'Alene Press ; 1936-05-02                                  Oregonian ; 1936-10-09 

 
                                                                        Defying death at Grand Coulee. - All the rigors and risks, and none of the pleasures,        

of  mountain climbing are the lot of these American workers, as they go imperturabably abouttheir task of carving a steep bluff in 

the colossal $393, 000, 000 Grand Coulee Dam project. 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-07-05
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Oregonian
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-10-09
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=Defying
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=death
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=Grand
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=Coulee.
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=-
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=All
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=rigors
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=risks
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=none
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=pleasures
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=mountain
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=climbing
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=lot
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=American
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=workers
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=go
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=imperturabably
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=about
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=task
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=carving
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=steep
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=bluff
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=colossal
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=$393
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=000
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=000
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=Grand
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=Coulee
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=Dam
http://kaga.wsulibs.wsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/clipping&CISOBOX1=project.
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Coeur d'Alene Press ; 1937-04-20 
 

 
Spokesman-review ; 1937-07-25 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1937-07-25
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Oregonian ; 1937-01-15 
 

 
Spokane chronicle; 1936-06-18 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Oregonian
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1937-01-15
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokane
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/chronicle
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-06-18
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Spokesman-review ; 1936-09-19 

 

 
 

Spokane chronicle ; 1935-05-01 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-09-19
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokane
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/chronicle
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1935-05-01
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Spokesman-review ; 1936-08-15 

 

 
Wenatchee daily world ; 1936-02-29 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-08-15
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Wenatchee
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/daily
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/world
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1936-02-29
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Spokane chronicle ; 1938-04-05 

 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokane
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/chronicle
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1938-04-05
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Spokesman-review ; 1937-08-22 

 

 
Spokesman-review ; 1934-04-29 

 
 

http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1937-08-22
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/Spokesman-review
http://content.libraries.wsu.edu/cdm/search/collection/clipping/field/titla/searchterm/1934-04-29
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Jimmy had entered school two months before on September 2, 1941 in the Center 

Building in Grand Coulee.  His classmates during his stay in Grand Coulee were Robert 

Platt, Albert Strickert, Marguerite Bogovich, Lois Carroll, Olamae Jones, Ruby McClain 

& Nancy Schaefer, Maxine Caltharpe, Joan Crane, Barbara Guyer, Donna Marie Hallen, 

Mary Tate. Plus there were eleven 5th graders and it appears that both grades were taught 

in the same room by the same teacher.  He was present in class 56 days and missed 4 

days for the year 1941-1942.  He took & his grade was: Deportment (B), Arithmetic(C -), 

Geography (C), History (C), Language (C), Health (B-), Music (S), Reading (C), Spelling 

(B), Penmanship (C) & Art (S) and was Promoted.   

Here is a Daily Program during the Year 1941-1942: 

 9:00 Opening Exercises 

 9:10 Arithmetic 6 

 9:40 Arithmetic 5 

 10:00 Health 

 10:12 1/2 Recess 

 10:30 Geography 6 

 11:00 Geography 5 

 11:25 Language 5-6 

 Noon 

 12:45 Opening Exercises M.W. 

          Music T. Th. Library F. 

 12:55 Penmanship 

 1:15 History 6 

 1:40 History 5 

 2:00 Recess 

 2:15 Spelling 6 

 2:30 Spelling 5 

 2:45: Reading 6 M W. Th. 

 3:15 Reading 5 M. T. W. Th. 

 2:45: Art 

 

 Grand Coulee Center School was held for 9 months, and there were 9 boys and 20 

girls with a total of 29 students in the 5
th

 and 6
th

 grades.  The students who were part 

Indian were called White and Red.  Among the items in the class room were: teacher’s 

desk & chair, waste basket, clock, blackboards, thermometer, fire extinguisher, pencil 

sharpener, set of shelves, table, chairs, children’s desks, maps, flag, small erasers & large 

eraser.  Mary R. Cummings was the teacher and she earned $1320.00 a year. 

 

The family lived in a least three different houses in Grand Coulee during their 

stay there.  One house was part of a cluster of houses in one big yard, among the little 

houses lived at one time or another, Pete and Rebecca Jamison, Joe and Florence Ashley 

and Tommy and Regina Plouffe.  The Williams family at that time lived up the street in a 

duplex. 

 

“There are four towns adjacent to the Grand Coulee Dam.  The city of Grand Coulee is 

above the dam.  Electric City is two miles west of Grand Coulee.  These two 
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municipalities are located in Grant County.  To the north, the town of Coulee Dam is 

directly below the dam.  Coulee Dam – divided by the river – lies with three counties: 

Okanogan County on the east side of the river, and Douglas County and a tiny portion of 

Grant County on the west side of the river.  The town of Elmer City, less than two miles 

north of Coulee Dam, also is in Okanogan County.  The Colville Indian Reservation 

begins in the middle of the Columbia River Bridge in Coulee Dam and extends north to 

Omak.  The east side of Coulee Dam and the town of Elmer City are within the 

boundaries of the reservation.”  From “Grand Coulee Dam Area Visitor’s Guide 2003-

2004,  page 5, a supplement to the Star.”  “Banks Lake is the 31-mile reservoir, which 

was filled by the Bureau of Reclamation in the 1950s to provide irrigation water to the 

Columbia Basin.  The reservoir starts just east of the city of Grand Coulee and extends to 

Coulee City”, & “as a geological term, coulee means a ravine or deep gully, usually dry, 

which has been cut by water.” ibid. page 29.  In front of the dam is 130-mile long Lake 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

 

A description of the some cabins is found in “From Pioneers To Power – Historical 

Sketches of the Grand Coulee Dam Area” put out in 1976 by the Grand Coulee Dam 

Bicentennial Association and the article “Grand Coulee – From The Boom Town To 

Home Town” (pages 13 to 19) by Doris Angell.  “Two room cabin courts sprang up 

everywhere. ….. Families lived in these two rooms and at time additional relatives too.  

These cabins rented for a prohibitive price but were always filled.  The work went on 24 

hours a day and the taverns and some stores never closed.  There were two shifts at 

school and many people had children going to both morning and afternoon sessions and 

men working on all shifts so meals at all hours were the order of the day.” 

  
Grand Coulee in 1937 looking up the highway, B Street is out of sight to the right 

of the road that the men on standing in.  The railroad tracks no longer exist along the 

road.  Taken from the newspaper by a friend of Leonard Williams, Gordon Larson.   
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I took this picture from a historical marker on B Street 

 

  
Looking up B Street in Grand Coulee, Washington (photo courtesy of Leonard Williams) 
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Looking down B Street in Grand Coulee, Leonard said he shined shoes outside of 

the Wigwam on the concrete sidewalk.  Once a drunk came out several times and 

Leonard shined his shoes each time!  The Courchane’s lived in B Street’s residential area.  

(photo courtesy of Leonard Williams)                 

    
                               Another view of the present-day B Street, which I took in 2003. 
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The businesses of Grand Coulee, I took this photo from a historical marker on B Street in 

2003. 
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 B Street burned down twice, in 1937 and 

1938, by 1958 it was a ghost town of empty buildings.  Today (2003) it looks as above. 

  
(photos courtesy of Leonard Williams) 
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(photo courtesy of Leonard Williams) 

 

A brief word on Grand Coulee Dam’s history.  Dam construction began in 1933 with 63 

million dollars allotted by President Franklin Roosevelt’s Work Projects Administration 

and the actual building was supervised by the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation.  The dam was 

the dream of Rufus Woods of the Wenatchee Daily World newspaper of Wenatchee.  The 

main reason it was built is to irrigate the land from the waters of the mighty Columbia 

River and control the flooding of that river.  Housing for the workers and their families was 

built at Coulee Dam in 1935.  Most of these houses still stand today (2003).   By the time 

the foundation for the dam was completed across the Columbia River 60 of the workers 

had been killed.   By early 1941 the dam was completed with the pumping stations and 

generators working by its contractors WWAK, later to be formed into Consolidated 

Builders, Inc.   It poured out 1 ½ million gallons a second.  When World War II started the 

chief role of the dam was electrical power for the state’s aluminum plants that were critical 

to the war effort.  There was no irrigation for the farmers during the war.  One day in 1939, 

41, 900 tons of concrete was poured into huge, specially designed containers.  The pour set 

a record that still stands.  And at one time 8,000 men worked on its construction.  It had 
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two power plants, and a third was added during 1967-1975.  The dam is just short of a mile 

long, 550 feet high,450 feet wide at its base and consists of 12 million cubic feet of 

concrete.  It’s the third largest hydroelectric facility in the world and the first in a string of 

11 dams on the Columbia River south of the Canadian border.  In March of 1941 Lake 

Roosevelt, formed by the dam, stretches 150 miles all the way into Canada and is a major 

source of recreation in Washington, with more than 600 miles of shoreline.”  The Kettle 

Falls was covered over at that time.  (Source: Jeff Larsen, http://seattlepi.nwsource.com )  

By 1941, 77 men had been killed in the construction of the dam.  

 

 Daddy worked on the tail end of construction at the Dam as a carpenter's helper 

(laborer) (who got 75 cents an hour in 1935), and then as a carpenter, on the graveyard 

shift.  The days were long with a half hour for lunch but no breaks in between.  It was 

dangerous work as the Columbia River was scary, dangerous and powerful to work near.  

Sassy remembered that he worked with a man named, Charlie Crowder.  Unions were 

weak then, and all workers could work any job that was necessary.  In Grand Coulee 

Jimmy delivered the Spokesman Review in the mornings and the Spokane Chronicle in the 

evenings.  And also set up pins at the Silver Dollar Bowling Alley on B Street for Jack and 

Thelma Lewis and Ida and Whitey Shannon.  Besides that he shined-shoes at the parlor and 

swept out the pool hall.  The Courchane family was living here when World War Two 

broke out.  Momma got a job as a barmaid at a local tavern.  Sassy also worked part-time 

setting bowling pins at the bowling alley.  They all needed to work to get the family back 

on its feet and to keep food on the table.  All of the Courchane’s seemed to adjust to the 

new life very well.  Daddy, Uncle Jacque and the other construction workers were “froze” 

on their jobs because of World War II. 

 

 After supper each night and before Daddy went to work a game of pinochle was 

played by a group that included Daddy, Momma, Aunt Rosie and Uncle Jacque Williams 

and some of their friends.  They lived on B Street, and the Williams for a time lived on A 

Street.   

 

 A typical holiday meal was served by Momma while the family lived here.  

Roast turkey with tasty mashed potatoes and gravy, salads, pickles and deviled eggs.  

Momma made a cranberry relish that was her specialty for her holidays settings.  She took 

fresh cranberries and quartered oranges (peel and all) and ground them up in her heavy 

metal meat grinder then added spices such as cinnamon, nutmeg, cloves, lemon juice, 

orange juice, raisins and walnuts.  It was a family favorite.  Her mincemeat pies were made 

with apples, raisins, spices and ground up deer roast.  Every day fare was almost always 

fried potatoes, macaroni and tomato goulash, big frankfurters with milk or water. 

 

 From “Grand Coulee – “The Boom Town to Home Town” Doris Angell, page 

15: 

 “…. B Street was thriving – fights were the order of the day especially on pay 

nights.  Most of the rooms over the stores and taverns were occupied by red-light houses.  

Taxi dancers (women and girls who were paid for dances and also received a percentage on 

the drinks men brought) were in demand.   It wasn’t long before B Street became notorious 

everywhere and most of all tourists who came to view the dam went “slumming” (as they 



 121 

called it) on B Street.  The tourist trade accounted for much of the night life on B Street.  

By this time the work on the dam had been opened to everyone and thousands were 

employed from all over the United States.”  “People had come here from all parts and all 

walks of life. There was more talent in this small area to draw from than most large cities 

for all the entertainments that were put on.  Card parties, assorted sales, etc. were given and 

enjoyed by all.  It was one big happy family for awhile, as they all had money and work for 

the first time in years.” (page17) 

  

 
This photograph was taken while Daddy worked there, either by him or 

someone on his crew.  It is the only photo of Grand Coulee Dam construction 

to survive in Momma’s collection.   What a wonderful picture! 
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               Photo Aerial view taken on June 15, 1941. “Grand Coulee Dam Photo Gallery” 

 2
nd

 Photo view of Dam (http://seattletimes.newsource.com) Jeff Larsen 

   From http://newdeal.feri.org/images/w15.gif 

         
                   Post card by the Union Oil Company (76 Union) 

 

 World War II began while the family was living in Grand Coulee, according to 

both Sassy Jones and Leonard Williams.  Uncle Phillip Ashley was stationed at Scofield 

Barracks on the island of Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands.  He had written home in 

November of 1941, saying he was okay and was probably in the safest place in the world.  

Of course within a month, on December 7, 1941, he found out how wrong he had been.  

The Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor.  He was reportedly wounded in the attack.  Ironically, 

a future son-in-law whom Momma would never meet, Basil "Bob" Matt, was also at Oahu 

during the attack. 

 



 123 

              
Uncle Phillip Ashley is upper left       Rose Ellen    Dickie Williams & Dubsy Allison. 

 

As remembered by Sassy Courchane Jones “I was in the second or third grade 

when I started school in Grand Coulee, Washington.  While living in Grand Coulee I 

worked at the bowling alley re-setting pins by hand.  I also delivered newspapers on a 

route, and made a dollar a week as a papergirl.  The dollar was a silver dollar.  Boy was I 

proud!  I also did a little babysitting for Aunt Rosie Williams and other people.”  They 

stayed here for about a year.  (Leonard and Freddie Williams set pins at the Silver Dollar 

too, and just recently Leonard exclaimed, “Boy all us kids must have set pins there, haha!”) 

 

 

 

    
    http://www.gonorthwest.com/Washington/northeast/Coulee-Dam/couleedamvisit.htm 
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Momma and her friend, Laura   Rainsey, Laura & Aunt Rose                                                                   

(Laura’s husband’s name was Ozzie)   Williams 

           Notice the split log siding on the house.           Rainsey is wearing “cowboy” like     

                                                                       boots. 

 

 

    
            Post card by Smith-Western Company, Inc., Tacoma-Portland. 
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               Rainsey           Mary Bushman, Dona, Momma, Rainsey            

             and Darlene 

 
Grand Coulee Dam -The First 50 Years 1933-1983 “, The Wenatchee World, 

page  A28  July 8, 1983 

During their stay in Grand Coulee Uncle Phillip Ashley visited them and so did 

Momma’s niece Helen “Dubsy” Allison.  During those days it was against the law to serve 

American Indians any alcohol.    Uncle Phillip would go to Dave Rawe’s Grocery store in 

Grand Coulee and tell them he was French-Canadian.   Dubsy would hang around the 

Silver Dollar and tell them she was Mexican and was called Juanita.  But she didn’t drink 

and just wanted to be able to work in Jack Lewis and Whitey Shannon’s place. Becoming 

Juanita allowed this.  Dubsy had a good singing voice and could yodel and play the guitar 

at little and liked to sit and play and sing. 
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Momma holding Rainsey, Dona with            Jimmy, Momma & Dona 

Fred & Darlene, Jacque with Dick &         Fred, Leonard, Darlene, Rainsey & Dick. 

Rose Ellen, Jimmy & Leonard. 

                 
 

Momma, Jimmy Courchane, Aunt Rosie, Leonard & Dick Williams       Aunt Rosie 

Darlene Courchane, Fred Williams, & Rainsey Courchane  taken in Old Grand   

Coulee towards Pleasant 

Valley on B Street 

     
   Vivian Guyer & Aunt Rosie    Jacque, Don & Vivian Guyer 
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Jacque, Rose, Leonard, Fred, Rose Ellen (Sister) & Dick Williams taken on the heights 

by Victory Laundry & Dry Cleaners. 

                       
                  Dubsy’s friend (Mrs. Mitchell) Rose Ellen, Dubsy, and Leonard       

 

 

 



 128 

    
Aunt Rose and Rose Ellen Williams      Uncle Jacque Williams  

     
Uncle Jacque Williams with his children: Leonard, Dick, Rose Ellen and Fred. 
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Momma in front of the place she worked at.   Rainsey & Darlene with a dog 

 

Sassy remembered that Momma made hot cross buns and I thought it would be 

nice to include a recipe for them, that I got from the Wenatchee World (Wenatchee,WA.) 

 

 
That is 1/3 cup granulated sugar, 1/4 teaspoon salt, 1/4 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon, 1/2 teaspoon ground allspice, 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg & 2 eggs,  
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Georgie Glover, Leonard & Rose Ellen Williams      Leonard & Fred Williams in    

                                                                         front of the Grand Coulee Cleaners. 
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Leonard Williams tells with a certain amount of glee the story of Nathan Goldfoot and 

his Mom’s beans.  Aunt Rosie made navy beans and French fries every Wednesday or 

Thursday of each week.  Nathan, who came from a well to do family (his mom owned a 

clothing store & his Dad a meat market) was over one day when Aunt Rosie served the 

bean and fries meal.  Uncle Jacque asked Nathan if he wanted to stay and eat with them.  

He said yes.  He loved the meal so much that in the future he always made sure to be at 

the Williams home when beans and fries were served.  Leonard said, “He could have 

steak or anything he wanted but loved Mom’s beans!”   

 

 According to Leonard Williams, Aunt Letty visited them in Grand Coulee in 1946 

when the Williams family lived on C Street.  She was married to Kenneth Jaeck by then.  

Leonard said they didn’t like him as he was mean to Letty and was lazy and they called 

him “Frog Eyes”.  But not to his face.  Once when they had moved to Lewiston, Idaho 

Leonard went to stay with them.  Jaeck made Aunt Letty find work even though she had 

diabetes and wasn’t feeling well.  He got them a job picking tomatoes, that is for, Aunt 

Letty, George Glover and, Leonard Williams, Dubsy Allison, and a girl named Thelma, 

but Kenneth Jaeck didn’t pick tomatoes himself.  Leonard said  that he had pick so many 

tomatoes that it was years and years later before he could eat one.  One day while 

Kenneth Jaeck was bringing them home down the small hill by Lewiston they saw a tire 

and wheel pass them on the road.  Jaeck laughed and said, “Oh! There goes somebody’s 

tire and wheel, someone is in trouble!” as he laughed.  On getting closer to the bottom of 

the hill they had naturally slowed down and the car listed to one side. On getting out old 

Jaeck saw it was his wheel and tire that had past them!  Out of his sight Leonard and 

Georgie laughed and laughed about it.   
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Aunt Letty according to Sassy went to Wenatchee to stay with Momma and Daddy.  She 

worked at Cedergreens Processing plant while there. 

 

Kenneth Jaeck disappeared from the family after Aunt Letta died and no ever saw him 

again.  He is not mentioned in her obituaries.  But I remember seeing his name on a 

probate record of sorts from the Flathead Agency, Dixon, Montana.  He was listed as one 

of the people that their whereabouts was unknown.  He died in Spokane in July of 1971.   

He married Aunt Letta on August 17, 1942 in Montana.  He was born in June 5, 1902 in 

Alberta, Canada.  He later lived in Montana and Washington.  He was married prior to 

marrying Aunt Letta.  He spent time in McNeil.   

 

Bruce McCrae wrote: “As far as Jaeck is concerned, I have determined that his full given 

name was Kenneth Merwyn and that he had the nick name of "Cowboy Jack". He appears 

to have been born in Montana on June 5, 1902, but moved with his parents as a young 

child to Alberta, Canada. He subsequently returned to the Havre area of Montana where 

he was convicted of counterfeiting silver coinage in March of 1938. He was sentenced to 

serve "one year and day" for this crime in the McNeil Island Federal Penitentiary. On his 

prison internment record he listed his occupation as a machinist and it was probably the 

skills learned in this trade that he used to make counterfeit coins. He was released on 

good behavior in January of 1939. According to this same prison record, he was 5' 10" 

tall and weighed 205 pounds with a stout build and dark complexion. This comports with 

Chalky's recollection of him. He listed his closest relative as his mother so I suspect Aunt 

Letty was his first wife whom he married in August of 1942. As far as I know, there were 

no children born to this marriage. He appears to have remarried after Aunt Letty's death. 

He died in July 1971 in Spokane, Washington. 

 

Notes and articles on Kenneth Jaeck: 

 

1906 Canada Census of  Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta: 

Kenneth Jaeck 

Age 6 

Residence: Strathcona, Alberta 

 

In 1911 Canada Census of  Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta 

 Renneth  Myrvin Jaeck age 9 Red Deer, Alberta 
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Full Name: Kenneth Jaecks Alias: Kenneth M. Jaeck; K. M. Jaeck; Kenneth 

Jacks MSP Number: 10652 Crime: Burglary; Theft Location: Teton County; 

Dutton Incarceration Date: 1933 Gender: Male Descent: German Religion: 

Christian; Episcopalian Occupation: Truck Driver 

 

 

Is this our Kenneth Jaeck?   

 

Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune, Wednesday, January 28, 1931 
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In The Helena Daily Independent, Tuesday, January 4, 1938 

 
 

Montana Standard, Tuesday Morning, January 4, 1938 
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In The Helena Daily Independent, Saturday March 12, 1938 
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The Daily Inter-Lake, Kalispell, Montana, Monday, August 16, 1948 
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From Duzzie Glover no date 
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             Aunt Letta and Uncle Jacque Williams 

 

 Georgie was a fighter and tough.  Each day after school the school kids 

would bet on him in a fight and he usually won.  Some kids even paid him 25 

cents not to fight them   

 

 Aunt Letty ran out of insulin while visiting in Grand Coulee according to 

Leonard, and was too proud to ask for money to get more.  She became so ill that 

Uncle Jacque picked her up out of bed and took her to the hospital, where she 

died on July 7, 1946.  Auntie Ashley and Georgie came over from Montana to 

bring her body back to the reservation for burial.  Leonard Williams recalled that 

Merle Fisher had a 1937 Plymouth Coup that he loaned Uncle Jacque Williams to 

drive to Montana for her funeral.  He and Fred rode over in the big open trunk of 

the car.  Momma and Daddy went over to the funeral from Wenatchee.  After she 

died Georgie seemed to go to pieces and ran off into the mountains with a rifle 

shooting it at everything he saw.  He would end up in prison for petty crimes.  He 

spent over 35 years in and out of prison, and finally died in Walla Walla State 

prison in 1983.  Aunt Letty had died 13 days before I (Chalk) was born. 

 

Here are the obituaries for Aunt Letta that appeared in the newspapers: 
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From her obituary in The Ronan Pioneer, Thursday, July 11, 1946, p2: 

    "Word was received Sunday that Mrs. Letty Glover Jaeck passed away at Grand 

Coulee, Washington Sunday morning.  Her aunt, Elizabeth Ashley and Geo. Glover left 

for there Sunday afternoon planning to bring the body here.  Before her marriage to 

Kenneth Jaeck she made her home at Twin Lakes.  Mrs. Wm. McClure is a cousin of 

Mrs. Jaeck." 

 

    From The Daily Missoulian, Friday, July 12, 1946, p7: 

    "Letty Ashley Glover Jaeck Funeral Today 

    St. Ignatius. July 11 - The body of Mrs. Letty Glover Jaeck, 33, who died suddenly at 

Grand Coulee, Washington, Sunday, arrived here Thursday.  Graveside services will be 

held in the Catholic cemetery here at 2 o’clock Friday afternoon.  Rev. Father Joseph 

Balfe will officiate.  The body is at the Twichel mortuary. 

 

    She was born December 15, 1912, at St. Ignatius.  Survivors include a son, George 

Glover, five sisters and a brother.  They are Mrs. Joe Wheeler, Potomac; Mrs. Jack 

Williams, Grand Coulee; Mrs. Louis Courchane, Wenatchee, and Mrs. Fred Glover, Mrs. 

Frank Allison and the brother, Philip Ashley, all of St. Ignatius.  An aunt, Elizabeth 

Ashley, accompanied the body here from Grand Coulee."  (from Eugene Felsman's 

obituary collection) 

 

    From The Ronan Pioneer, Thursday, July 18, 1946, p1: 

    "Last Rites Friday For Mrs. Letty Jaeck 

    Graveside services were conducted Friday by the Twichel Funeral Home of St. 

Ignatius for Mrs. Letty Glover Jaeck, 33.  Burial was in Catholic cemetery with Father 

Joseph Balfe officiating.  Miss Elizabeth Ashley, an aunt went to Grand Coulee, Wash., 

where Mrs. Jaeck passed away July 7, to accompany the body here. 

 

    Mrs. Jaeck was born at St. Ignatius, December 15, 1912, and made her home at Twin 

Lakes which was her allotment before she went to Washington to work. 

 

    She is survived by one son, George, five sisters, Mrs. Joe Wheeler of Potomac. Mrs. 

Jack Williams of Grand Coulee. Mrs. Louie Courchane of Wenatchee, Washington, Mrs. 

Frank Allison, Mrs. Fred Glover and one brother, Phillip Ashley, all of St. Ignatius."  

(from Eugene Felsman's obituary collection) 
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Dickie Williams,  ? , Rose Ellen Williams at   Electric City, Washington with 

Easter baskets.   

 

 
mapquest.com/maps 
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“The House of Magic” Grand Coulee Dam  The First 50 Years 1933-1983 “, The 

Wenatchee World, pages A27        July 8, 1983  

 
Post card by Smith-Western Co., P.O. Box 1573, Tacoma, WA 98401 

A beautiful aerial view of the dam. 
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I took these three photos of Grand Coulee Dam in 2003.  We were over there 

putting in new sidewalks on one of the streets.  Today water very seldom goes over the 

spillway.  After Banks Lake was made to irrigate the Columbia Basin farms, the spillway  

gates were closed.  The dam stands bare and dry most of the time. 


