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Chapter 8  

 Monitor, Washington 

 

After leaving Cashmere the Hollister Apple Ranch in Monitor was the next place 

Courchane family found employment.  Sassy remembers that they worked in the orchards 

wherever they could and were constantly moving about, some places like the Hollister 

Ranch had cabins for them to live in.  While here Momma noticed that her silverware and 

jewelry, or anything that was shiny started to disappear, one by one.  At first she thought 

maybe the kids were taking it.  Finally one day the mystery was solved, when they spied a 

pack rat’s nest, and in the nest was all of Mom’s lost stuff.  Momma was happy to get her 

things back and I’m sure laughed about it in the years to come. 

 

 Before leaving the Monitor area they worked for John Weythman picking 

cherries, staying in a picker’s cabin.  Also they picked apricots or peaches for an old farmer 

while in this area; Sassy can’t remember his name though. 

 

 Monitor is located between Cashmere and Wenatchee, and in those days the 

highway ran by the little town [as does the Wenatchee River].  But today the highway is 

across the river from Monitor and one has to cross bridges to get there.  The old highway is 

now called the Monitor Road, or Old Monitor Highway.   

 

 While living in Monitor, Momma and Daddy had a vegetable garden.  In this 

garden lived a snake (Sassy says maybe a garter snake) that would pop its head up every 

time someone went out to the garden to harvest the vegetables.  No matter how many times 

that Momma, or Sassy, or Donna, tipped toed out to get stuff the snake knew and popped 

up.  It must have felt the vibrations of them walking and curiously looked for the source.  It 

isn’t remembered whatever happened to the snake. 

    
    http://www.mapquest.com/maps 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps
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 Courtesy of the Wenatchee Valley Museum & Cultural Center, 87-38-13 

                       These old post cards show typical apple orchards of those times. 

 
 Wenatchee Valley Museum & Cultural Center, 87-138-14 

 Typical of the apple orchards that the Courchane family worked in. 
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   Wenatchee Valley Museum & Cultural Center, 98-17-5 

A little earlier than when the Courchane’s picked apples, but this post card does show the 

family activity involved in the harvesting of apples.   

 

 

 

            
     Alvina Courchane and Aunt Rebecca Jamison      Aunt Rebecca Courchene Jamison 

              (Daddy’s 1
st
 cousin and sister) 
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                                 Florence & Joe Ashley with their granddaughter, Debbie Boyd 

                                        
The Jamison family, in front are Kenneth and Daniel, in back from the left Lincoln, 

Florence and Archie.  Daddy’s nephews and niece. 

 

 Following is a series of newspaper ads that appeared in the Wenatchee Daily 

World in May of 1945.  These are included to show what the war time prices were and 

what people bought and ate in those days.  And for the fun of it!   
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     Notice that points were needed to buy the food items, & food ration stamps were used. 
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  This is the old Safeway Store, the Kawasaki motorcycle store is in that location now 

(2003). 
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This is John Zitting’s store on the Wenatchee Avenue, later moved to 5

th
 St and called 

John’s EZ Market and still later Zittings and then Fleenors.  All are gone now. 
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The Wenatchee World, “Features,” pB9, Friday, Nov. 3, 2006 

I remember buying candy here when Dale and I were very young. 
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Liberty Theater backdrop is always covered by the big curtains.  I took this when we re-

did the concrete floors in 2003. 
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