
The Dowd Family of the Flathead Reservation, Montana 

In The Pacific Northwest before 1881 

Chalk Courchane 

 

The Dowd family carried the mail on horseback pony express style, and operated the post office 

in St. Ignatius as postmasters and postmistresses for nearly 100 years.  

William J. Dowd carried the mail from Arlee to Demersville which was a hundred mile run. 

He was born 1838, in San Francisco, California, the son of William Dowd and Margaret 

McNarny.   He married Mary Sullivan, born 1878 at Hamilton, Montana, the daughter of John J. 

Sullivan and Theresa Kane, on November 30, 1898 

 

From Al Yerbury 

 



 

1900 U.S. Census Montana 

William Dowd, age 27, born in July 1873 in California, lives on Flathead 

Reservation.  He married in 1898, father born in Ireland.  Mother’s name is 

Margaret. 

Margaret Dowd age 60 mother 

William Dowd age 27 son 

Sarah A. Dowd age 24 daughter 

Elizabeth J. Dowd age 23 daughter 

Agnes A. Dowd age 22 daughter 

David J. Dowd age 19 son 

Mary S. Dowd  age 20 daughter?        



 



 

The Alex Demers Store in St. Ignatius Ledger for 1881-82 pages 411, 424 & 440 

 



 



 

From Al Yerbury http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=113922739 

“Ten year old Joe Allard was visiting his grandparents Louis and Emily Brown who were living 

about three miles from Arlee on the far side of the Jocko River.  

The Jocko River was deep and swift.  Near the Brown home the current undercut the bank where 

a large tree stood. The tree had fallen into the river with its top downstream. 

The rushing water ran a channel near the west bank, and had washed a deep hole in the loose 

gravel at the river bottom, between the tree roots and the bank. 

Grandpa and Joe walked along beside the river every morning to see what other damage had 

been done. 



This day they followed the fence line north and were busy fixing fences.  Grandpa had gone into 

the timber to cut fence posts when Joe heard Grandma telling.  He knew something was wrong 

and ran to tell his grandfather. 

The two hurried toward the house. Grandma had been working in the garden about a hundred 

yards from the river but now she was standing in the water where the river was wide and 

shallow. 

Very excited she came to meet them and told them that Mr. Dowd, the mail carrier, had 

drowned. 

Mr. William Dowd, Sr., carried the mail between Arlee and Demersville, pony express style, a 

distance of about a hundred miles. 

Mr. Dowd waved to Grandma as he rode by.  Grandma sensed the danger of crossing at the usual 

place. She had run toward the mail carrier calling and motioning with her hands to direct him 

downstream where crossing was safer.  Mr. Dowd simply waved as he reached the river. 

The horse must have felt the ground move underfoot for it turned back.  As it turned the ground 

gave way and the horse and rider tipped backward into the river.  That was the last time she saw 

Mr. Dowd. 

Grandma ran downstream to where the river was wide and shallow.  She waded out in the water 

thinking to help Mr. Dowd but his body was washed away by the swift water. 

The horse swam to shallow water and went ashore. Now Grandma waded across the river, caught 

the horse and rode it back. The mail bag was still on the saddle. 

Grandpa took the horse, rode back across the river and on to Arlee with the mail.  Here he told 

what had happened.  Men hurried to look for Mr. Dowd’s body, which was never found. 

Mr. Dowd’s family must be informed and there was mail to go north.  Grandpa took the mail and 

riding the same horse crossed the Jocko River again.  At Saint Ignatius he informed Mr. Dowd’s 

wife and five children of his death. 

The oldest child, William Dowd, Jr., was not yet sixteen.  He took over his father’s responsibility 

of carrying the mail, crossing the Jocko safely every time. 

Joe Allard saw Billy Dowd at the Easter services in Saint Ignatius.  He admired the young man 

who carried the mail. 

Billy Dowd carried the mail for three years.  He was then asked to take over the first post office 

in the territory.  Since he was not yet 21 he served in his mother’s name.  This first post office 

was in Alex Demer’s store. 



Even when he was an old man, Joe Allard never forgot the tragic circumstances that led to Billy 

Dowd’s appointment as the very first postmaster in the whole territory.” “Early Days by Miss Beaver, The 

mail carrier who lost his life to the Jocko, Mission Valley News, St. Ignatius, Montana 

 

“Early Days by Miss Beaver, The mail carrier who lost his life to the Jocko,” Mission Valley News, St. Ignatius, Montana 

 

It was actually in 1884. 

 

William Dowd, Sr.   “Early Days by Miss Beaver, The mail carrier who lost his life to the Jocko,” Mission Valley News, St. Ignatius, 

Montana 



 

“A post office [in St. Ignatius, Montana] was established February 20, 1872, with Isadore Cohn 

first postmaster.  Margaret Dowd became postmistress in 1895, and was followed by Lizzie 

Dowd in 1915.” 

In the Official Register of the United States Commission, United States Civil Service 

Commission, 1901, Post Offices and Postmasters, page 216: 

“Margaret Dowd - Saint Ignatius, Missoula County, Montana   compensation was $305.55.” 

“Pioneer Woman Dies. 

Mrs. Margaret Dowd, a pioneer of the northwest, died at St. Ignatius yesterday of old age. Death 

came quietly and without pain. Since 1889 Mrs. Dowd has been a resident of St. Ignatius, 

coming here from Oregon, where she and her husband went in 1874. She was born in New York 

city in 1839. 

 

William Dowd, the dead woman's husband, was drowned in the Jocko in 1885 while carrying 

United States mail. Mrs. Dowd has reared, unaided her five children, all of whom are living. 

They are William, David, Lizzie, Mrs. Fred Marin and Mrs. D. A. McCormick. The funeral was 

held in the Mission church at 9 o'clock Monday morning.” 
The Ronan Pioneer, December 25, 1914 

 

 

We will deal with the children of William and Margaret Dowd except William, Dowd, Jr. at this 

point.  William will be dealt with after his siblings.  

 

2. Sarah A. Dowd  

Born December 1875 in California or Oregon and died April 18, 1940 in St, 

Ignatius, Montana.  She married Frank Roy Marin (Morin) on August 5, 1901 in 

Missoula, Montana.  Frank was born in 1879 in Portland, Oregon and died July 4, 

1943 in Lake County, Montana. They had two daughters Frances Marin and 

Loretta Yvonne Marin. 

i. Frances Marin was born on July 4, 1909 in Spokane, Washington and died March 9, 1996 in 

Spokane.  She married Theodore Leonard Stinger on December 13, 1929 in Kalispell, Montana.  

Theodore was born January 5, 1909 in Missoula and died April 21, 1972 in San Francisco, 

California.  They had two sons: Leonard Lionel Stinger (1929-1983) who married Mary L Klar 

(abt. 1937-) on August 25, 1963 in San Francisco.  And Dennis Michael Stinger (1939-) who 

married Jacketta E. McCune (1939-1997) on November 14, 1959 in SN Francisco, California.  

They had a son Dennis McCune Stinger born March 7, 1962 in California and died on March 25, 

1983 in Butte Glenn, California. 

 



ii. Loretta Yvonne Marin  was born August 31, 1913 in St. Ignatius, Montana and died May 17, 

2003 in San Mateo, California.  She married on January 12, 1933 in Kalispel, Montana to 

Charles Coulter McDonough who was born April 3, 1903 in Ontario, Canada.  Charles died 

December 25, 1939 in Lake County, Montana.  She also married on February 9, 1944 in 

Missoula to Adriano Bazzali born July 2, 1910 in Italy and died October 15, 1989 San Francisco 

County, California. 

3. Elizabeth J. Dowd  

“Elizabeth Dowd, was St. Ignatius postmaster for ten years until her death in 1952.”  Sister Doreen.  

Became postmistress in 1915? 

 

4. Agnes A. Dowd  

Born March 1880 and died September 13, 1938 in Missoula, Montana.  She 

married Vincent Anthony McCormack, who was born June 19, 1874 in San Diego, California, 

on November 24, 1910 in Missoula.  Vincent died June 29, 1944 in Lake County, Montana. 

They had a daughter Mary E. McCormack born May 25, 1916 in St. Ignatius, Montana and died 

May 15, 1990 in Salt Lake City, Utah.  She married a Rigdon  (1912-).   They had a son named 

Elmer Scott Rigdon born January 25, 1911 in Cambria, California and died in May, 1991 in San 

Francisco, California. 

5. David John Dowd  

Born June 29, 1879 in St.  Ignatius, Montana and died January 12, 1930 in Lake 

County, Montana. 

“David Dowd, the Mission liveryman, was in Ronan this week. He brought Mrs. Marshall up 

from Ravalli and accompanied her on her visit to the different schools near Ronan.” The Ronan 

Pioneer, December 1, 1911 

“Lizzie and David Down [Dowd] have recovered from injuries received while returning from 

Missoula this week.  Fred Normandin's car, in which they were riding, was struck by a street car; 

overturned and badly wrecked.  Mr. Dowd was taken immediately to a hospital, but Miss Dowd 

was able to return home." The Daily Missoulian, Dec. 18, 1918, page 8,  "St. Ignatius (from Bob Bigart) 

 

Children of David John Dowd: ? 

a. Lizzy Dowd Born 1875 and died 1944 

Lizzie Dowd was the daughter of David John Dowd. She was described in David John Dowd's 

draft registration document of 1918 as his nearest relative thusly: Miss Lizzie Dowd; lives in St. 



Ignatius; short; stout; eyes blue; hair brown. With the 'Miss' in front of her name, it is assumed 

she was his daughter. She died in 1944 at age 69 and apparently never married. 

“Miss Lizzie Dowd, the popular postmistress at St. Ignatius, was a visitor the first of the week.” 
The Lake Shore Sentinel, May 20, 1910, page 3 

 



  

 



  

  



  



 

  



  

 

I never collected all of these. 



 

St. Ignatius Catholic Cemetery, Lake County, Montana 

 

b. Sarah Dowd 

“My grandmother was Sarah Dowd, married Frank Marin, 2 daughters, Loretta and Frances. 

They lived in St. Ignatius, Montana. Sarah had sisters, only name I know is Lizzy Dowd. Sarah 

died in Montana. Please contact me.” Adriana Green, 22 Jan 2003 



 

St. Ignatius Catholic Cemetery, Lake County, Montana   http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-

bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=114367065&PIpi=85227233   Jan Bennett 

? 

RESERVATION SMALLPOX. 

The Number of Cases Is Not Decreasing. 

From late reports from the Flathead reservation, the epidemic of smallpox that has prevailed 

there for the past two months shows no signs of abating, but on the contrary the disease is on the 

increase. At the present time there are between fifty and sixty cases of the dread disease besides a 

number of suspects detained in quarantine. The agency officials receive news of new cases and 

occasional deaths at frequent intervals. One of the late victims is William Dowd, a well known 

stockman of the reservation who is quite sick. Reports have been given out from time to time that 

the spread of the disease has been checked and that the agency physician is master of the 

situation, but the late reports prove the rumors to be erroneous.” The Kalispell bee, July 23, 1901 

 

i. William James Dowd, Jr.    

Born July 4, 1868 in San Francisco, California. 

Died April 12, 1942 in Montana. 

Married on November 7, 1898 in Missoula to May Ellen Sullivan, born June 19, 1879 and died 

August 24, 1947 in St. Ignatius, Montana. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=114367065&PIpi=85227233
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=114367065&PIpi=85227233


After his father’s death he took over the mail route at age 15 for three years. About 1887 he 

became the first postmaster in the area at Alex Demers’ Store.   

“Early Mail Service Proved Hazardous 

One of the first Pony Express mail carriers in this area was William Dowd, Sr. He was born in 

Ireland in 1838. [Actually in San Francisco, California] As a young man he came to America and 

made his way to Monterey, Calif.  Where he joined the United States Army.  Later he was 

transferred to Fort Colville where he remained until he was discharged in 1882.  [Hard to figure 

out if its William father or him that is being spoken f at this point.] 

Mr. Dowd moved his family to St. Ignatius Aug. 1, 1882.  He carried the mail on horseback from 

Arlee to Kalispell. 

Mr. Dowd came to the Jocko late one June afternoon; and the Jocko was in flood.  Rider and 

horse were tired but Uncle Sam’s mail must go through and the end of the trip was less than five 

miles away.  The attempt to ford the stream was made but the waters were too swift and thus 

another life was lost in the taming of the West; another entry on the debit side for all who 

followed. 

The crossing where Mr. William Dowd lost his life is still discernible about one fourth a mile 

north of the present highway bridge across the Jocko. 

Mr. Dowd left, besides his wife, five children.  The oldest, William J. Dowd, Jr. was not quite 

sixteen years old. He was given his father’s responsibility and his father’s task.  He carried the 

mail until he was nineteen. 

His trips were similar to those of his father.  He carried the mail from Demersville, near what is 

now Somers, to Arlee.  The homes were far apart.  Many times, in a severe blizzard, he would 

lose his way and only when he had given his pony his head, would he arrive at his destination 

safely. 

When William was nineteen, he was asked to take over the first post office in this part of the 

country.  Since he was not twenty-one, he served in his mother’s name.” 

“A son was born yesterday at St. Patrick’s hospital, to Mr. and Mrs. William Dowd of St. 

Ignatius.”  The Daily Missoulian, February 6, 1912, Morning, Page 2 

 

“Mrs. William Dowd expects today to return to her home in St. Ignatius after being for two 

weeks a patient in St. Patrick’s hospital.” The Daily Missoulian, February 15, 1912, Morning 

“At a Glance – Brief Bits of News from Western Montana St. Ignatius 

The infant child of William Dowd died Saturday at the Sisters’ hospital.  It was three days old.” 
The Daily Missoulian, December 12, 1917, Page 8 



 

1920 United States Census, Montana, Lake County 

William J. Dowd  49 

Lived in St. Ignatius, Montana south of Mission Creek and west of Mission road. 

Father’s birthplace: Ireland  Mother’s birthplace: New York 

Mary E. Dowd  40 wife 

Margarita Dowd 19 

Dorothea Dowd 18 

Kathleene Dowd 16 

Edgar A. Dowd 13 

Gertrude Dowd 12 

Ambrose Dowd  7 

 

1930 United States Census, Montana, Lake County 

William Dowd age 60 born in California and parents born in New York 

Mary Dowd      age 50 born in Montana father born in Northern Ireland and mother born in Iowa 

Ambrose Dowd age 18 born Montana 

Theresa Dowd   age 8 born in Montana 



 

From Al Yerbury 

 

St. Ignatius Catholic Cemetery, Lake County, Montana 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=113937549&PIpi=84568504    Jan Bennett 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=113937549&PIpi=84568504


Children of William James Dowd, Jr. and Mary Sullivan 

1. Marguerite Dowd   

Born August 31, 1901 in Missoula, Montana and died March 6, 1952 in Los Angeles, California.  

She married on May 3, 1922 to Rollin Taggart Kimberlin born March 5, 1890 in Orville, Wayne 

County, Ohio.  Rollin died June 14, 1944 in Los Angeles, California. 

 

2. Dorothea “Dorothy” Dowd  

Born 1902 in Montana and died July 22, 1984 in Seattle, King County, Washington. 

“The well known U. S. Post Office slogan-"Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night, 

stays these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds -has been a way of life 

for the  Dowd family of St. Ignatius, Montana for well over a hundred years. Since the middle of 

the nineteenth century, when William Dowd became postmaster at St. Ignatius there has been an 

unbroken chain of descendants fulfilling the same position. Following in the family footsteps is 

Sister Doreen, the former Dorothy Dowd, who has been postmaster at Providence Heights since 

the college was established in 1961. 

"My grandfather was one of the first two white men to settle in St. Ignatius, an Indian mission," 

Sister Doreen explained. "The government asked the two pioneers to establish a post office in the 

city. In those days there were no mailboxes on the corner, so the postmaster used to go out and 

personally gather all the mail. My grandfather held the position for many years until he, and the 

mail he was carrying, were lost while crossing the Jacko River." 

Sister Doreen's father, who was only 19 at the time, was asked by the government to be the new 

postmaster. William Dowd. Jr., held the position at St. Ignatius until 1942 when he passed away 

at 70. Once again a member of the Dowd family was petitioned to fill the job. 

Elizabeth Dowd, Sister Doreen's aunt, accepted and was St. Ignatius postmaster for ten years 

until her death in 1952. "That was the year the position became a civil service job," Sister Doreen 

said. 

"My brother-in-law, Jess Simkins, Jr., took a competitive exam along with others interested in 

the postmaster's job. He received the highest marks and was given the appointment. Jess has 

been the St. Ignatius postmaster for the past 15 years and if he wants, he can have the job for 

life." 

When Providence Heights was established in 1961, Post Office officials suggested to the 

Providence Sisters that they open a rural sub-station to handle the projected increase in mail to 



Issaquah, Washington. It was only natural that Sister Doreen be asked to serve as postmaster. 

"How could I refuse," she recalled. 

Sister Doreen, prior to her work at the Heights, spent many years as a teacher. She taught the 

first grade for 19 years at schools in Walla Walla, Burbank, Seattle, Olympia, Vancouver, 

Yakima, and Des Plaines, Illinois. An accomplished musician Sister also taught piano for a few 

years. The small post office at Providence Heights handles a surprisingly large volume of 

incoming and outgoing mail. Since Sister Doreen has been postmaster almost 1,000,000 pieces 

of mail have crossed her desk. 

Every day Sister personally delivers the outgoing mail, locked securely in large canvas mail 

bags, to the Issaquah Post Office. The incoming mail receives the same personal and careful 

attention. A typical Dowd, Sister takes her work very seriously. "I never let anyone visit in our 

post office when I am handling the mail," she says.  

Besides her work as postmaster, for which she received a small monthly salary from the U. S. 

Government, Sister Doreen is also a Notary Public. She is frequently called upon to notarize 

documents emanating at Providence Heights, which is also the headquarters for the entire Sacred 

Heart Province. 

For relaxation Sister Doreen enjoys long walks and classical music. "I'm interested in cooking 

too," she says, "but I have only been able to make one good cake, and that took me from 10:00 

a.m. one Saturday morning until 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon." Baking may be difficult and time 

consuming for Sister Doreen, but her daily work as postmaster meets with accurate and swift 

completion.” The Providence Sister, Vol. IV, No. 3, Winter  

1967 

 

3. Kathleen Agnes Dowd aka Sister Agnes Loretta 

Born January 1, 1903 in St. Ignatius, Montana and died January 10, 1936 in 

Wallace, Idaho. 

 



 

St. Mary Cemetery, Missoula, Montana 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=88712584&PIpi=89979637 

 

From Al Yerbury 

 

 



 

4. Edgar A. Dowd 1904-1986 

He married Iola Martin 

1910 lived in St. Ignatius 

1920 lived in St. Ignatius 

1930 lived in St. Ignatius 

"Edgar Dowd, S. J., and Robert Robinson, S.J. who have spent the last two months at the Jesuit 

Fathers, left Saturday for Spokane.  From there Mr. Dowd will go to DeSmet Mission in Idaho, 

and Mr. Robinson to Mount Saint Michels at Hillyard, Washington, where they will be stationed 

during the coming year."  The Ronan Pioneer, August 27, 1936, p4. 

 

“Dear Mr. Courchane,  

 

Our records here regarding Edgar Dowd are also scant, as he became a member of the newly-

formed Oregon Province in 1932. In addition to the personnel assignments already supplied by 

David Kingma, I could only come up with the following information: 
 

"Edgar Dowd was born at St. Ignatius, Montana, June 7, 1906 of Mary [maiden name not 

recorded] and William Dowd, both living, always Catholic and not in financial need. He was 

baptized and confirmed. He has a brother and five sisters, three of whom are older. He completed 

high school at Loyola High School, Missoula, where he studied Latin for four years and French 

for one. He was admitted to the Society by Father Provincial Joseph Piet and entered the 

novitiate at Los Gatos on September 3, 1926." 

Translated from the Latin entry in the ledger of novices, 1923-1927 

“In mid-year, Mr. Edgar Dowd, theologian, returned to the Oregon Province and shortly 

afterwards left the Society.” 

From the Latin text of the Alma College House History, 1940-1941.  

An entry in the Minister’s daily log gives the date of leaving Alma as December 21, 1940. 

Sorry I could not be more helpful. 

Sincerely, 

Bro. Daniel Peterson, S.J.  Province Archivist” 



From: kingma@gonzaga.edu 

To: Chcourchane@aol.com 

Sent: 2/24/2016 3:35:37 P.M. Pacific Standard Time 

Subj: RE: Edgar Dowd 

  

“Mr. Courchane, 

Our biographical records for Mr. Dowd are scant, because he left the Jesuits in 1941.  Apparently 

he was not approved for ordination to the priesthood, when the time came for that in summer, 

1940. I attach a brief overview of his personnel assignments while in the Society of Jesus. 

Unfortunately that is all I can offer. 

I noticed that another Dowd also joined the Jesuits about the same time Edgar D joined, and that 

fellow remained with the Jesuit California Province following the formation of the Oregon 

Province (split off from the California Province in 1932; at the time Edgar D entered, in 1926, 

the California Province included the entire US West Coast). So it’s very possible that both 

Dowds were native Californians. To probe that possibility, I encourage you to contact my 

colleague, Br. Dan Peterson, S.J., at Los Gatos, CA.” dpeterson@jesuits.org 

 

“Dowd, Edgar Collection”  

Inclusive dates: 1935-1990, n.d.  

Volume: Several photographs  

Description: Selected images online include  

A. Sacred Heart Mission and School, De Smet, Coeur d’Alene Reservation, Idaho with 

Coeur d’Alene Indians, Jesuits and Sisters of Charity of Providence  

B. St. Ignatius Mission, St. Ignatius, Flathead Reservation, Montana with Salish Indians and 

Jesuits  

C. St. Mary Mission and School, Omak, Colville Reservation, Washington with Chelan, 

Entiat, Methow, Nespelim, Nez Perce, Okanogan, Paloos, Sanpoil, Senijextee, and 

Wenatchi Indians, Jesuits, Lady Missionaries of Mary [“The Madams”], and Sisters of 

the Third Order of Penance of St. Dominic, Immaculate Heart of Mary Province (Kettle 

Falls, Washington) Guide to Catholic-Related Records in the West about Native Americans Marquette University 

 

October, 1939, Pg. 8, “Way Back When A Sick Call,” Reverend Edgar Dowd, S.J.,  Marquette 

League For Catholic Indian Missions  

 

 

mailto:dpeterson@jesuits.org


 



 

Mission Valley News, no date 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mission Valley News, no date 



 

 



 

Mission Valley News, no date 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mission Valley News, February 22, 1984 

 

https://jesuitswest.org/Assets/Publications/File/mission_2012_fall.pdf  Mission Jesuits of the California 

Province, fall 2012 

 

 

https://jesuitswest.org/Assets/Publications/File/mission_2012_fall.pdf


 

Photographs by Edgar Dowd 1930-1940. 

Spokane Chronicle and WSU Digital Collections: Edgar Dowd 

Edgar Dowd has 46 photographs of Skitwish Indians in: 

http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/collec/searchterm/Dowd 

        

Spokane Chronicle, February 14, 1937  Spokane Chronicle February 5, 1937  Spokane Chronicle February 4, 1937 

 

http://fimo.wsulibs.wsu.edu/html/ppp/display.php?cid=4&pgst=0&fid=428 

 



   

Spokane Chronicle February 22, 1937                                                                            Spokane Chronicle January 6, 1937 



 

Skitswish women of the Kateri Club, Desmet Idaho, 1937                             

Note from unidentified source: L-R : 

Front row-Nancy SiJohn, ? 

2nd row-Agnes Bazil, Rose Mullen, Elvina (Bingo) SiJohn, ? 

3rd row-Agnes LaSarte Bluff, Mary Skannen, Margaret Mullen (holding baby), Edward (sitting right), Sarah Bazil . 

4th row-Christine SiJohn (standing far left), Jessie Vincent (holding Romona Vincent), 

?, Carmelita Teresa Gua Campbell (holding Rose, sitting far right) 

5th row-Clara Covington, ?, Celina Garry Goulsley 

back row-Sarah SiJohn Tonasket, Grace Peone Juneau, Josephine Perry, Lucy Cherapkin George 

    
1.                                                              2.                                                       3.                                              4. 
1. Spokane/Skitswish woman named Madeline Paine Charley, Spokane Washington, 1936  

2.  Second residence of the Fathers at St. Ignatius Mission, Montana 

3. Photograph from the Edgar Dowd Collection.  Father C. Byrne, May 14, 1940 standing near crosses of Desmet's Honored Dead Missionaries; 

Skitswish Sacred Heart Mission missionary graveyard in Desmet, Idaho. 

4. Skitswish boy named Jim Hawk poses with guitar, Desmet Idaho, 1936 

http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/title/searchterm/Skitswish
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/title/searchterm/women
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/title/searchterm/Kateri
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/title/searchterm/Club
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/title/searchterm/Desmet
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/title/searchterm/Idaho
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/title/searchterm/1937
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Note
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/unidentified
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/source
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/L-R
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Front
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/row-Nancy
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/SiJohn
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/2nd
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/row-Agnes
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Bazil
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Rose
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Mullen
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Elvina
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/(Bingo)
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/SiJohn
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/3rd
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/row-Agnes
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/LaSarte
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Bluff
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Mary
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Skannen
http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/notes/searchterm/Margaret
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http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/title/searchterm/Desmet
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5.                                                             6.                                                       7.                                                          8. 

5. Skitswish boarding school dormitory room Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho ca. 1935 

6. Skitswish boarding school room Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho ca. 1935 

7. Skitswish boys boarding school Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho ca. 1936 

8. Skitswish boys dressed for a play pose at Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho 

 

Skitswish boys in humanities class Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho 1937 

     

Skitswish children dressed for a play pose with priest at Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet Idaho, 1937. Rev. Willie Ryan, S. J. is the priest. 
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Skitswish children in procession Sisters of Providence school, Desmet, Idaho 1937 

 

Skitswish girls in ceremonial dress Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho ca. 1936 

    

1.                                                       2.                                                           3.                                                        4. 

1. Skitswish girls in communion dresses pose on steps Sisters of Providence school, Desmet, Idaho ca. 1936 

2. Skitswish girls in sewing class Desmet, Idaho 1937 

3. Skitswish girls in their classroom Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho ca.1935 

4. Skitswish girls pose on grass with Sister Seraphina Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho 1937 



  

5.                                                                                                                                             6.                                      

5. Skitswish girls pose on steps Sisters of Providence school Desmet, Idaho ca. 1936 

6. Skitswish young women pose in aprons_ caps Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho 

      

S. Ignatius Mission, Montana                            Father Louis Taelman      Catherine Dirty Dog      Loren “Buddy” Swan  

    

                                                                                 Sacred Heart Mission, DeSmet, Idaho  



  

Sacred Heart Mission, DeSmet, Idaho   Dormitory  

                          

Buckskin jacket from the Kateri Club Desmet, Idaho 1937     Kateri Club members Celina Garry, Sara SiJohn, Marceline Seltice Kevis, Desmet      

                                                                                                   Idaho 

                                                        

Rev John Post, Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho 1937   Statue of Kateri Tekakwitha, Desmet, Idaho ca 1937 

                                  

Patience Gertrude                                Kateri Club, Desmet, Idaho      Sabine Polotkin & Maryann Gates Sacred Heart Mission Desmet Idaho 1937 



 



 

Name: Edgar Dowd 

Birth Date: 7 Jun 1906 

Death Date: 22 May 1986 

Death Place: Montana, USA 

Cemetery: Pleasant View Cemetery 

Burial or Cremation Place: Saint Ignatius, Lake County, Montana, USA 

From Al Yerbury 2/26/2016 

 

5. Gertrude Elizabeth Dowd  

Born in 1908 and died October 18, 1988.  She married on August 11, 1937 in Missoula, Montana 

to Jess Bert Simkins born May 31, 1909 in Missoula, Montana and died April 18, 1977 in St. 

Ignatius, Montana.  Jess was the son of Jess and Flora Simkins. They had a son Terence Joseph 

Simkins born about 1938 in St. Ignatius, Montana. And a daughter named Judy Simkins (Ayers).  

He married on October 14, 1963 in Santa Clara, California to Karen I. Winnett born about 1939. 

Cec Brown of St. Ignatius remembered this about Jess Simkins:  

“He worked the night shift at Allard's when I was younger. He'd put up with us drunk kids eating 

hotdogs and popcorn in there, late at night. Always patient, always kind.” 

Jo Harris Phillips of St. Ignatius recalled “Gertie taught religious education classes on Sundays 

and in the summer at the Ursulines for years.”              

https://www.facebook.com/joharrisphillips?fref=ufi


 

 



 





 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6. Ambrose Dowd 

Born February 4, 1911 
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