The Dowd Family of the Flathead Reservation, Montana
In The Pacific Northwest before 1881
Chalk Courchane

The Dowd family carried the mail on horseback pony express style, and operated the post office
in St. Ignatius as postmasters and postmistresses for nearly 100 years.

William J. Dowd carried the mail from Arlee to Demersville which was a hundred mile run.

He was born 1838, in San Francisco, California, the son of William Dowd and Margaret
McNarny. He married Mary Sullivan, born 1878 at Hamilton, Montana, the daughter of John J.
Sullivan and Theresa Kane, on November 30, 1898

From Al Yerbury



1900 U.S. Census Montana

William Dowd, age 27, born in July 1873 in California, lives on Flathead
Reservation. He married in 1898, father born in Ireland. Mother’s name is
Margaret.

Margaret Dowd age 60 mother
William Dowd age 27 son

Sarah A. Dowd age 24 daughter
Elizabeth J. Dowd age 23 daughter
Agnes A. Dowd age 22 daughter
David J. Dowd age 19 son

Mary S. Dowd age 20 daughter?






The Alex Demers Store in St. Ignatius Ledger for 1881-82 pages 411, 424 & 440






From Al Yerbury http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=113922739

“Ten year old Joe Allard was visiting his grandparents Louis and Emily Brown who were living
about three miles from Arlee on the far side of the Jocko River.

The Jocko River was deep and swift. Near the Brown home the current undercut the bank where
a large tree stood. The tree had fallen into the river with its top downstream.

The rushing water ran a channel near the west bank, and had washed a deep hole in the loose
gravel at the river bottom, between the tree roots and the bank.

Grandpa and Joe walked along beside the river every morning to see what other damage had
been done.



This day they followed the fence line north and were busy fixing fences. Grandpa had gone into
the timber to cut fence posts when Joe heard Grandma telling. He knew something was wrong
and ran to tell his grandfather.

The two hurried toward the house. Grandma had been working in the garden about a hundred
yards from the river but now she was standing in the water where the river was wide and
shallow.

Very excited she came to meet them and told them that Mr. Dowd, the mail carrier, had
drowned.

Mr. William Dowd, Sr., carried the mail between Arlee and Demersville, pony express style, a
distance of about a hundred miles.

Mr. Dowd waved to Grandma as he rode by. Grandma sensed the danger of crossing at the usual
place. She had run toward the mail carrier calling and motioning with her hands to direct him
downstream where crossing was safer. Mr. Dowd simply waved as he reached the river.

The horse must have felt the ground move underfoot for it turned back. As it turned the ground
gave way and the horse and rider tipped backward into the river. That was the last time she saw
Mr. Dowd.

Grandma ran downstream to where the river was wide and shallow. She waded out in the water
thinking to help Mr. Dowd but his body was washed away by the swift water.

The horse swam to shallow water and went ashore. Now Grandma waded across the river, caught
the horse and rode it back. The mail bag was still on the saddle.

Grandpa took the horse, rode back across the river and on to Arlee with the mail. Here he told
what had happened. Men hurried to look for Mr. Dowd’s body, which was never found.

Mr. Dowd’s family must be informed and there was mail to go north. Grandpa took the mail and
riding the same horse crossed the Jocko River again. At Saint Ignatius he informed Mr. Dowd’s
wife and five children of his death.

The oldest child, William Dowd, Jr., was not yet sixteen. He took over his father’s responsibility
of carrying the mail, crossing the Jocko safely every time.

Joe Allard saw Billy Dowd at the Easter services in Saint Ignatius. He admired the young man
who carried the mail.

Billy Dowd carried the mail for three years. He was then asked to take over the first post office
in the territory. Since he was not yet 21 he served in his mother’s name. This first post office
was in Alex Demer’s store.



Even when he was an old man, Joe Allard never forgot the tragic circumstances that led to Billy

Dowd’s appointment as the very first postmaster in the whole territory.” “Early Days by Miss Beaver, The
mail carrier who lost his life to the Jocko, Mission Valley News, St. Ignatius, Montana

NOT THE FLOODED JOCKO of 1886 which swept mail carrier William Dowd to

his death, but a high enough Jocko In 1981 to cause any horseman second
thoughts about crossing.

“Early Days by Miss Beaver, The mail carrier who lost his life to the Jocko,” Mission Valley News, St. Ignatius, Montana

It was actually in 1884.

William Dowd, Sr. “Early Days by Miss Beaver, The mail carrier who lost his life to the Jocko,” Mission Valley News, St. Ignatius,
Montana



“A post office [in St. Ignatius, Montana] was established February 20, 1872, with Isadore Cohn
first postmaster. Margaret Dowd became postmistress in 1895, and was followed by Lizzie
Dowd in 1915.”

In the Official Register of the United States Commission, United States Civil Service
Commission, 1901, Post Offices and Postmasters, page 216:

“Margaret Dowd - Saint Ignatius, Missoula County, Montana compensation was $305.55.”

“Pioneer Woman Dies.

Mrs. Margaret Dowd, a pioneer of the northwest, died at St. Ignatius yesterday of old age. Death
came quietly and without pain. Since 1889 Mrs. Dowd has been a resident of St. Ignatius,
coming here from Oregon, where she and her husband went in 1874. She was born in New York
city in 1839.

William Dowd, the dead woman's husband, was drowned in the Jocko in 1885 while carrying
United States mail. Mrs. Dowd has reared, unaided her five children, all of whom are living.
They are William, David, Lizzie, Mrs. Fred Marin and Mrs. D. A. McCormick. The funeral was

held in the Mission church at 9 o'clock Monday morning.”
The Ronan Pioneer, December 25, 1914

We will deal with the children of William and Margaret Dowd except William, Dowd, Jr. at this
point. William will be dealt with after his siblings.

2. Sarah A. Dowd

Born December 1875 in California or Oregon and died April 18, 1940 in St,
Ignatius, Montana. She married Frank Roy Marin (Morin) on August 5, 1901 in
Missoula, Montana. Frank was born in 1879 in Portland, Oregon and died July 4,
1943 in Lake County, Montana. They had two daughters Frances Marin and
Loretta Yvonne Marin.

I. Frances Marin was born on July 4, 1909 in Spokane, Washington and died March 9, 1996 in
Spokane. She married Theodore Leonard Stinger on December 13, 1929 in Kalispell, Montana.
Theodore was born January 5, 1909 in Missoula and died April 21, 1972 in San Francisco,
California. They had two sons: Leonard Lionel Stinger (1929-1983) who married Mary L Klar
(abt. 1937-) on August 25, 1963 in San Francisco. And Dennis Michael Stinger (1939-) who
married Jacketta E. McCune (1939-1997) on November 14, 1959 in SN Francisco, California.
They had a son Dennis McCune Stinger born March 7, 1962 in California and died on March 25,
1983 in Butte Glenn, California.



ii. Loretta Yvonne Marin was born August 31, 1913 in St. Ignatius, Montana and died May 17,
2003 in San Mateo, California. She married on January 12, 1933 in Kalispel, Montana to
Charles Coulter McDonough who was born April 3, 1903 in Ontario, Canada. Charles died
December 25, 1939 in Lake County, Montana. She also married on February 9, 1944 in
Missoula to Adriano Bazzali born July 2, 1910 in Italy and died October 15, 1989 San Francisco
County, California.

3. Elizabeth J. Dowd

“Elizabeth Dowd, was St. Ignatius postmaster for ten years until her death in 1952.” sister Doreen.
Became postmistress in 1915?

4. Agnes A. Dowd

Born March 1880 and died September 13, 1938 in Missoula, Montana. She

married Vincent Anthony McCormack, who was born June 19, 1874 in San Diego, California,
on November 24, 1910 in Missoula. Vincent died June 29, 1944 in Lake County, Montana.

They had a daughter Mary E. McCormack born May 25, 1916 in St. Ignatius, Montana and died
May 15, 1990 in Salt Lake City, Utah. She married a Rigdon (1912-). They had a son named
Elmer Scott Rigdon born January 25, 1911 in Cambria, California and died in May, 1991 in San
Francisco, California.

5. David John Dowd

Born June 29, 1879 in St. Ignatius, Montana and died January 12, 1930 in Lake
County, Montana.

“David Dowd, the Mission liveryman, was in Ronan this week. He brought Mrs. Marshall up

from Ravalli and accompanied her on her visit to the different schools near Ronan.” The Ronan
Pioneer, December 1, 1911

“Lizzie and David Down [Dowd] have recovered from injuries received while returning from
Missoula this week. Fred Normandin's car, in which they were riding, was struck by a street car;
overturned and badly wrecked. Mr. Dowd was taken immediately to a hospital, but Miss Dowd
was able to return home." The Daily Missoulian, Dec. 18, 1918, page 8, "St. Ignatius (from Bob Bigart)

Children of David John Dowd: ?

a. Lizzy Dowd Born 1875 and died 1944
Lizzie Dowd was the daughter of David John Dowd. She was described in David John Dowd's

draft registration document of 1918 as his nearest relative thusly: Miss Lizzie Dowd; lives in St.



Ignatius; short; stout; eyes blue; hair brown. With the 'Miss' in front of her name, it is assumed
she was his daughter. She died in 1944 at age 69 and apparently never married.

“Miss Lizzie Dowd, the popular postmistress at St. Ignatius, was a visitor the first of the week.”
The Lake Shore Sentinel, May 20, 1910, page 3
















| never collected all of these.



St. Ignatius Catholic Cemetery, Lake County, Montana

b. Sarah Dowd

“My grandmother was Sarah Dowd, married Frank Marin, 2 daughters, Loretta and Frances.
They lived in St. Ignatius, Montana. Sarah had sisters, only name | know is Lizzy Dowd. Sarah
died in Montana. Please contact me.” Adriana Green, 22 Jan 2003



St. Ignatius Catholic Cemetery, Lake County, Montana http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=114367065&PIpi=85227233 Jan Bennett

n
RESERVATION SMALLPOX.

The Number of Cases Is Not Decreasing.

From late reports from the Flathead reservation, the epidemic of smallpox that has prevailed
there for the past two months shows no signs of abating, but on the contrary the disease is on the
increase. At the present time there are between fifty and sixty cases of the dread disease besides a
number of suspects detained in quarantine. The agency officials receive news of new cases and
occasional deaths at frequent intervals. One of the late victims is William Dowd, a well known
stockman of the reservation who is quite sick. Reports have been given out from time to time that
the spread of the disease has been checked and that the agency physician is master of the
situation, but the late reports prove the rumors to be erroneous.” The Kalispell bee, July 23, 1901

I. William James Dowd, Jr.
Born July 4, 1868 in San Francisco, California.
Died April 12, 1942 in Montana.

Married on November 7, 1898 in Missoula to May Ellen Sullivan, born June 19, 1879 and died
August 24, 1947 in St. Ignatius, Montana.


http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=114367065&PIpi=85227233
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=114367065&PIpi=85227233

After his father’s death he took over the mail route at age 15 for three years. About 1887 he
became the first postmaster in the area at Alex Demers’ Store.

“Early Mail Service Proved Hazardous

One of the first Pony Express mail carriers in this area was William Dowd, Sr. He was born in
Ireland in 1838. [Actually in San Francisco, California] As a young man he came to America and
made his way to Monterey, Calif. Where he joined the United States Army. Later he was
transferred to Fort Colville where he remained until he was discharged in 1882. [Hard to figure
out if its William father or him that is being spoken f at this point.]

Mr. Dowd moved his family to St. Ignatius Aug. 1, 1882. He carried the mail on horseback from
Acrlee to Kalispell.

Mr. Dowd came to the Jocko late one June afternoon; and the Jocko was in flood. Rider and
horse were tired but Uncle Sam’s mail must go through and the end of the trip was less than five
miles away. The attempt to ford the stream was made but the waters were too swift and thus
another life was lost in the taming of the West; another entry on the debit side for all who
followed.

The crossing where Mr. William Dowd lost his life is still discernible about one fourth a mile
north of the present highway bridge across the Jocko.

Mr. Dowd left, besides his wife, five children. The oldest, William J. Dowd, Jr. was not quite
sixteen years old. He was given his father’s responsibility and his father’s task. He carried the
mail until he was nineteen.

His trips were similar to those of his father. He carried the mail from Demersville, near what is
now Somers, to Arlee. The homes were far apart. Many times, in a severe blizzard, he would
lose his way and only when he had given his pony his head, would he arrive at his destination
safely.

When William was nineteen, he was asked to take over the first post office in this part of the
country. Since he was not twenty-one, he served in his mother’s name.”

“A son was born yesterday at St. Patrick’s hospital, to Mr. and Mrs. William Dowd of St.
Ignatius.” The Daily Missoulian, February 6, 1912, Morning, Page 2

“Mrs. William Dowd expects today to return to her home in St. Ignatius after being for two
weeks a patient in St. Patrick’s hospital.”” The Daily Missoulian, February 15, 1912, Morning

“At a Glance — Brief Bits of News from Western Montana St. Ignatius

The infant child of William Dowd died Saturday at the Sisters’ hospital. It was three days old.”
The Daily Missoulian, December 12, 1917, Page 8



1920 United States Census, Montana, Lake County

William J. Dowd 49

Lived in St. Ignatius, Montana south of Mission Creek and west of Mission road.
Father’s birthplace: Ireland Mother’s birthplace: New York

Mary E. Dowd 40 wife

Margarita Dowd 19

Dorothea Dowd 18

Kathleene Dowd 16

Edgar A. Dowd 13

Gertrude Dowd 12

Ambrose Dowd 7

1930 United States Census, Montana, Lake County

William Dowd age 60 born in California and parents born in New York

Mary Dowd  age 50 born in Montana father born in Northern Ireland and mother born in lowa
Ambrose Dowd age 18 born Montana

Theresa Dowd age 8 born in Montana



St. Ignatius Catholic Cemetery, Lake County, Montana

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=113937549&PIpi=84568504  Jan Bennett
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Children of William James Dowd, Jr. and Mary Sullivan
1. Marguerite Dowd

Born August 31, 1901 in Missoula, Montana and died March 6, 1952 in Los Angeles, California.
She married on May 3, 1922 to Rollin Taggart Kimberlin born March 5, 1890 in Orville, Wayne
County, Ohio. Rollin died June 14, 1944 in Los Angeles, California.

2. Dorothea “Dorothy” Dowd
Born 1902 in Montana and died July 22, 1984 in Seattle, King County, Washington.

“The well known U. S. Post Office slogan-"Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, nor gloom of night,
stays these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed rounds -has been a way of life
for the Dowd family of St. Ignatius, Montana for well over a hundred years. Since the middle of
the nineteenth century, when William Dowd became postmaster at St. Ignatius there has been an
unbroken chain of descendants fulfilling the same position. Following in the family footsteps is
Sister Doreen, the former Dorothy Dowd, who has been postmaster at Providence Heights since
the college was established in 1961.

"My grandfather was one of the first two white men to settle in St. Ignatius, an Indian mission,"
Sister Doreen explained. "The government asked the two pioneers to establish a post office in the
city. In those days there were no mailboxes on the corner, so the postmaster used to go out and
personally gather all the mail. My grandfather held the position for many years until he, and the
mail he was carrying, were lost while crossing the Jacko River."

Sister Doreen's father, who was only 19 at the time, was asked by the government to be the new
postmaster. William Dowd. Jr., held the position at St. Ignatius until 1942 when he passed away
at 70. Once again a member of the Dowd family was petitioned to fill the job.

Elizabeth Dowd, Sister Doreen's aunt, accepted and was St. Ignatius postmaster for ten years
until her death in 1952. "That was the year the position became a civil service job," Sister Doreen
said.

"My brother-in-law, Jess Simkins, Jr., took a competitive exam along with others interested in
the postmaster's job. He received the highest marks and was given the appointment. Jess has
been the St. Ignatius postmaster for the past 15 years and if he wants, he can have the job for
life."

When Providence Heights was established in 1961, Post Office officials suggested to the
Providence Sisters that they open a rural sub-station to handle the projected increase in mail to



Issaquah, Washington. It was only natural that Sister Doreen be asked to serve as postmaster.
"How could I refuse,” she recalled.

Sister Doreen, prior to her work at the Heights, spent many years as a teacher. She taught the
first grade for 19 years at schools in Walla Walla, Burbank, Seattle, Olympia, Vancouver,
Yakima, and Des Plaines, Illinois. An accomplished musician Sister also taught piano for a few
years. The small post office at Providence Heights handles a surprisingly large volume of
incoming and outgoing mail. Since Sister Doreen has been postmaster almost 1,000,000 pieces
of mail have crossed her desk.

Every day Sister personally delivers the outgoing mail, locked securely in large canvas mail
bags, to the Issaquah Post Office. The incoming mail receives the same personal and careful
attention. A typical Dowd, Sister takes her work very seriously. "I never let anyone visit in our
post office when | am handling the mail," she says.

Besides her work as postmaster, for which she received a small monthly salary from the U. S.
Government, Sister Doreen is also a Notary Public. She is frequently called upon to notarize
documents emanating at Providence Heights, which is also the headquarters for the entire Sacred
Heart Province.

For relaxation Sister Doreen enjoys long walks and classical music. "I'm interested in cooking
t00," she says, "but | have only been able to make one good cake, and that took me from 10:00
a.m. one Saturday morning until 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon.” Baking may be difficult and time
consuming for Sister Doreen, but her daily work as postmaster meets with accurate and swift

completion.” The Providence Sister, Vol. IV, No. 3, Winter
1967

3. Kathleen Agnes Dowd aka Sister Agnes Loretta

Born January 1, 1903 in St. Ignatius, Montana and died January 10, 1936 in
Wallace, Idaho.



St. Mary Cemetery, Missoula, Montana

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=88712584&P1pi=89979637

to have occurred on the date stated sbove, at
The principal cause of death and reiated esuses of
| were as follows: ¥

From Al Yerbury



4. Edgar A. Dowd 1904-1986
He married lola Martin

1910 lived in St. Ignatius

1920 lived in St. Ignatius

1930 lived in St. Ignatius

"Edgar Dowd, S. J., and Robert Robinson, S.J. who have spent the last two months at the Jesuit
Fathers, left Saturday for Spokane. From there Mr. Dowd will go to DeSmet Mission in ldaho,
and Mr. Robinson to Mount Saint Michels at Hillyard, Washington, where they will be stationed
during the coming year." The Ronan Pioneer, August 27, 1936, p4.

“Dear Mr. Courchane,
Our records here regarding Edgar Dowd are also scant, as he became a member of the newly-

formed Oregon Province in 1932. In addition to the personnel assignments already supplied by
David Kingma, I could only come up with the following information:

"Edgar Dowd was born at St. Ignatius, Montana, June 7, 1906 of Mary [maiden name not
recorded] and William Dowd, both living, always Catholic and not in financial need. He was
baptized and confirmed. He has a brother and five sisters, three of whom are older. He completed
high school at Loyola High School, Missoula, where he studied Latin for four years and French
for one. He was admitted to the Society by Father Provincial Joseph Piet and entered the
novitiate at Los Gatos on September 3, 1926."

Translated from the Latin entry in the ledger of novices, 1923-1927

“In mid-year, Mr. Edgar Dowd, theologian, returned to the Oregon Province and shortly
afterwards left the Society.”

From the Latin text of the Alma College House History, 1940-1941.

An entry in the Minister’s daily log gives the date of leaving Alma as December 21, 1940.
Sorry | could not be more helpful.

Sincerely,

Bro. Daniel Peterson, S.J. Province Archivist”



From: kingma@gonzaga.edu

To: Chcourchane@aol.com

Sent: 2/24/2016 3:35:37 P.M. Pacific Standard Time
Subj: RE: Edgar Dowd

“Mr. Courchane,

Our biographical records for Mr. Dowd are scant, because he left the Jesuits in 1941. Apparently
he was not approved for ordination to the priesthood, when the time came for that in summer,
1940. | attach a brief overview of his personnel assignments while in the Society of Jesus.
Unfortunately that is all I can offer.

| noticed that another Dowd also joined the Jesuits about the same time Edgar D joined, and that
fellow remained with the Jesuit California Province following the formation of the Oregon
Province (split off from the California Province in 1932; at the time Edgar D entered, in 1926,
the California Province included the entire US West Coast). So it’s very possible that both
Dowds were native Californians. To probe that possibility, | encourage you to contact my
colleague, Br. Dan Peterson, S.J., at Los Gatos, CA.” dpeterson@jesuits.org

“Dowd, Edgar Collection”
Inclusive dates: 1935-1990, n.d.
Volume: Several photographs
Description: Selected images online include
A. Sacred Heart Mission and School, De Smet, Coeur d’Alene Reservation, Idaho with
Coeur d’Alene Indians, Jesuits and Sisters of Charity of Providence
B. St. Ignatius Mission, St. Ignatius, Flathead Reservation, Montana with Salish Indians and
Jesuits
C. St. Mary Mission and School, Omak, Colville Reservation, Washington with Chelan,
Entiat, Methow, Nespelim, Nez Perce, Okanogan, Paloos, Sanpoil, Senijextee, and
Wenatchi Indians, Jesuits, Lady Missionaries of Mary [“The Madams”], and Sisters of
the Third Order of Penance of St. Dominic, Immaculate Heart of Mary Province (Kettle
Falls, Washington) cuide to Catholic-Related Records in the West about Native Americans Marquette University

October, 1939, Pg. 8, “Way Back When A Sick Call,” Reverend Edgar Dowd, S.J., Marquette
League For Catholic Indian Missions
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' DoWd Discourses on» the li;lf S

Character of the Jesuit Brothers

It was inevitable that our
JIowa correspondent, Edgar
Dowd, would be heard from
sooner or later; and sure
enough, here he is back
straightening out the record on
the Jesuit brothers whom we
may have been guilty of
maligning in a series of Down
Memory Lane photos showing

Ed

them at play. .

* %k

By Edgar Dowd

The 68year old DOWN
MEMORY LANE photos of
Lake McDonald and of the
vacationing Jesuit Brothers
stirred memories of the scenic
Mission Range and of a galaxy
of interesting gentlemen: the
Coadjutors of the Society of
Jesus.

Following a few remarks
about the Jesuit Brothers, I'd
like to fix attention on Brother
Joe Giraudi and Brother John
Sorisio, both of whom “Wwere
included in your 1909 Memory
Lane shots.

Before Vatican II, Jesuit
Brothers followed a de rigueur
regime. They rose at 5 a.m.
had dinner at 6 p.m. and in
between they worked their
tails off, believing that
LABORARE EST ORARE.
They worked six days of the
week, every week of the year.
However, on Oct. 31, the feast
of St. Alphonsus Rodriquez,
they enjoyed their official
holiday. But even on their
annual holiday, they still hit
the deck at 5 a.m. No effort

was made to provide for them:

any educational advantages.
When they joined the Jesuits,
they knew that they would
never become priests, but be,
so to speak, “hewers of wood
and drawers of water.” (Some
were quite perceptive. See
below remarks about Brother
John Sorisio).

Although the Brothers were
generally cooks and/or garden-
ers, they were at the ready for
any other designated chore,
such as hauling the school boys
to MecDonald’s Lake for a
picnic.

Run From The Roses

The spectacular event to
which I now refer was not
triggered by the Mission
school boys, packed into a
large lumber wagon, but
rather by some rose bush
thorns that irritated the bellies
of a span of grey horses pulling
the wagon as they emerged
from the timber and brush
fringing Lake MeDonald.

Homeward bound, I was
luckily in the first wagon that
cleared the timbered area. We
were suddenly startled by a
kaleidoscope barrage of yells,
bangs, and assorted snorts.
The driver of our wagon wisely
pulled off the road and
stopped. The big wagon,
drawn by a team of husky,

on the reins.

Once the greys and the
wagon were out of the timber,
the road lay straight ahead,
and, unfortunately, it was all
downhill. Enroute, the kids
dropped from the rear of the
wagon. I don’t know how often
they deserted the amuk
wagon, but after it left the
road and veered toward a
flanking barbed-wire fence, I
would estimate that the kids
jumped out about every time
the hubs of the vehicle
connected with a fence post,
sending it cart-wheeling into
the air.

Swerving from the road
probably proved to be a
blessing, because when that
ill-fated wagon, the beautiful
greys, little Brother Giraudi,
and the four remaining kids,
hit the bottom of the hill,
everything and everybody
missed the small bridge that

spanned a “ereck, whose-

riparian fringes were enhanced
with gobs of Silly Putty mud.

It took a bit of doing to pry
Brother Giraudi’s hands from
the reins. For a day or so
following this joyful outing, the
local medies thought that
Brother had arthritis in his
mitts, you know, the kind that
Red Foxx always has on his TV
show, but after Brother’s
hands returned to normal, the
high mucky-mucks of the AMA
decreed in solemn 3-Star
secret conclave that Brother
had only a mild case of
terminal rheumatism. (It could
have been 3-Star Hennessey or
merely 3-Feathers. I remem-
ber the three).

And so, soon, my good
friend, Brother Giraudi, was
ticketed for Mount St. Mi-
chael’'s, Spokane, where all
Northwest Jesuits are buried.
However, the Father Superior
of St. Ignatius Mission checked
with the N.P. agent and
learned that it would cost more
to send Brother to the Mount
in a coffin than it would were
Brother to travel vertically
and on the hoof. The year was
1924. (Brother Joe lived
another 15 years).

Brother Knew Roots and Roots

Another of my good friends
from the good old Italia sod
was Brother John Sorisio, who
yearly endangered his life
because he wore a long, white
duster when climbing the
crags and precipices enschrin-
ing exotically lovely Lake
McDonald. In his younger days
he often scaled the fringes of
the Alps along the Northern
Italian border, but he loved the
challenge of Montana's most
beautiful mountains, the Mis-
sion Range.

I was never worried about
Brother John’s mountain-
climbing prowess, but it was
the white duster he wore that
bothered me. I figured that

some St. Alnhansns Rodriauez

and gaze upon the beauty of
the Mission Range, meanwhile
chatting interminably.
Although he had no formal
education he was abreast of all
international and national
ews, plus the juicy Flathead
alley gossip. He knew the
ancestry of all the Indians,
even of second cousins twice
removed. His most glaring
deficiency, however, was his
inability to handle gender. For
example, if he were talking
about Joe Smith, Brother
would say: “Joe is a good man.
She lives over on Post Creek.”
Commenting on Catherine
Dirty Dog, Brother John
remarked: “He is a good
woman with many children and
he is a good housekeeper.”
The mention of Catherine
reminds me of my plump,
loved, and lovable Mother, who
often proclaimed that she
would eat off the floor of
Catherine’s house, Mom's way
of saying that Catherine was a
meticulous housekeeper.

Spy Grass, Anyone?

During a three-month period
in the 1920’s, my mother
cooked for the Jesuit Fathers,
their farm hands, and about
fifty school boys. My mother
and Brother Sorisio experi-
enced a communication gap.
Mom couldn’t handle Brother’s
pronunciation and Brother
John was unable to fathom
Mom’s cooking.

The Superior of the Mission,
the renowned Father George

pr:

Brother John Sorisio, S.J. Photo by the author.

de la Motte, S.J., inquired
my mother never ser
asparagus.

Mom said, “Brother n
brings me any for me to co

When Father de la M
confronted Brother, Bro
explained, “Every morni
ask Mrs. Dowd if she w
any spy grass, but she alv
says she has plenty on ha

A Run On Toothpicks

In those days (1920 - 1¢
the Mission still operated
ancient flour mills. Bes
MISSION BEST flour, the
also turned out pancake {
and cream of wheat. Althc
the flour was white, the o
two products seemed to fay
beige persuasion. One fai
morning, probably while }
ming an Irish lullaby,
mother got into the wi
sack, and instead of crear
wheat, she cooked up a b
of pancake flour for
community, the workmen
the school boys.

Brother Sorisio viewed
culinary catastrophe phi
phically: “The taste was
same, but I thought somet
was wrong because I pi(
my teeth all day.”

And so, along with inte:
ing people like Brotl
Giraudi and Sorisio, I'll inc
my dear mother, Mary F
Sullivan Dowd, who cou
distinguish cream of w
from pancake flour
asparagus from spy grass




Ine ariver ol our wagon wisely
pulled off the road and
stopped. The big wagon,
drawn by a team of husky,
exotic greys, completely ber-
serk, stormed past us. They
were net only galloping
completely out of control, but
their rear hoofs seemed to he
striking the fore part of the
wagon. But that was a
misconception because had the
horses been kicking the wagon,
they would have shattered the
front part of it, along with little
Brother Joe Giraudi, who was
on Yis knees vainly straining

ASEULUTL vvuun > ounLann-
climbing prowess, but it was
the white duster he wore that
bothered me. I figured that
some St. Alphonsus Rodriquez
holiday, when he was halfway
up to McDonald’s Peak, some
Jjoker with a rifle and scope
sight might mistake good
Brother for a mountain goat
and let fly.

Briefly, Brother John was
possessed of a few diverting
idiosynerasies. For example,
after he warmly greeted a
person, he would execute a
90-degree turn, fold kis arms,
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Down Memory Lane

Sida A

FISHING AROUND in a file of victures taken vears ago
around St. Ignatius by Edgar Dowd, to go along with a
current story by the photographer-writer, we came up

with this unusual shet. It’s the first residence of the
Jesuit Fathers in St. Ignatius, apparently built in 1854,
and photographed here in 1934 by Dowd.



T
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Dowd'’s gentle recollections of the Mission

Just in time for the
upcoming celebration of the
St. Ignatius Mission’s 125th
anniversary on Sunday, our
lowa correspondent,. the in-
famous Edgar Dowd, reap-
pears in print this week with
some predictably unusual
recollections of the Mission in
earler days. —Ed

by Edgar Dowd

The log cabin shown here,
reputedly the first residence
of the Jesuit Fathers when St.
Ignatius Mission was founded
on September 24, 1854, always
reminds me of Hector Me-
Leod, who, in 1920, was the
recipient of four .38 slugs in
his left elbow. At the time I
was a flunky for the summer
at the Holy Family Hospital,

and for sweepir corridors,
washing bathtu! |, and scour-
ing surgical instruments
following operations, I re-
ceived 75 cents a day, which
was good wages in those
days.

One morning nurse Miss
Goodings directed my atten-
tion to a window sill in the
surgery. “‘Be sure to scrub up
Hector’s ring.” Hector’s ring
was on his finger, his finger
was attached to his hand, his
hand was attached to his
forearm, but his forearm
wasn’t attached to Hector.
(At a later day, I'll tell you
more about friend Hector).

Later that morning, when I
was sweeping the corridors,
Hector yelled, “Hey, kid, get
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me some smokes.”

“I don’t smoke.”

“Then jump across the
fence and tell the Fathers’
workmen that I want a
cigarette.”

I climbed the fence and
found some Fathers’ alleged
workmen puttering around a
wagon shed that adjoined the
1854 cabin. (California rev-
eres — and commercializes
— its 21 Franciscan Missions;
whereas this historic struc-
ture was used as a receptacle
for junk).

Later, I was wading
through tall grass nearby the
cabin and stumbled over two
millstones, each being about
26" in diameter and about 6”
thick. They had been shipped
from Europe, via Cape Horn,
and then up the Pacific to the
mouth of the Columbia. The
millstones were the essentials
for a grist and flour mill for
St. Ignatius Mission. The date
was about 1865.

The Jesuit Brothers, as-
sisted by the Indian boys,
turned out a good product, a
high-grade flour labeled MIS-
SION BEST. It was good and
everybody bought it. It was
packaged in 50-pound fabric
sacks and that sort of
reminds me...

When the Sisters of Charity
of Providence residence and
school burned in 1919, the
Sisters had a lot of MISSION
BEST flour stored on the
third floor. In those days, a
fire was akin to a runaway
team of horses, the only
available excitement, and
everyone turned out for the
events.

Vic Cordier was there, of
course, but he had borrowed a
gas mask from one of the
Felsman boys who had
returned from World War I.
Vic donned the mask and then
high-tailed it to the third deck

' to save the MISSION BEST

flour. Vic was always a

capable fellow, but in this
ituation he was as val

as a third crutch. I can see

him yet. Disguised with that

gas mask, he tossed out those

50-pound sacks of flour; and,

of course, upon hitting the
ground, the sacks split and
the flour splattered. Cyril
Van Haverbeke, Sr., yowled,
“Vie, throw the flour on the
fire. It's like a dust storm
down here.” What with the
fire and confusion, Vic was
unable to heed Cyril’s advice.

It was during this fire that
Father George de la Motte,
S.J., instilled concern into all
of us. He hurried over to
remove the Blessed Sacra-
ment from the Sisters’
chapel. Ignoring advice from
the folks that the fire was too
far advanced, he entered the
burning structure, rescued
the Blessed Sacrament. He
emerged a bit singed, but
unscathed.

When I was in the sixth
grade, Father de la Motte
taught us jokers a half hour of
catechism every day. Little
did we know at the time he
was one of the four most
intellectual members of the
Jesuit Order in its 400 year
history. He had successfully
completed the Grand Act at
the University of Paris,
brilliantly defending all the
theses of philosophy and
theology, and all in Latin.
Offered a chair in either
subject at the Sorbonne, he
elected to become a mission-
ary to the Rocky Mountain
Flathead Indians.

He was a handsome man,
and, it was reported, that he
was a noble man. He said that
his head lay in Italy and his
heart lay in France.

Father may have been an
intellectual, but he had a poor
choice of saddle horses. He
had his own horse, and it was
one of the meanest critters on
four kicking hoofs. It was a
spirited horse and Father
liked it.

When Father de la Motte
preached in the steeple-less
brick chureh in St. Ignatius,
people from all parts of
Northwestern Montana came
to hear him. (P.S. the priest
who promoted the building of
the church was transferred
before the steeple was
erected. The church, began in

T O 0 bt bt e
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FIRST RESIDENCE of the Jesuit Fathers in St.
Ignatius, as photographed by Edgar
Building was then used for storage,

indignantly reports.

1891 and completed in 1893
sans steeple, consisted of
over a million bricks and cost
a cool $45,000).

Of course, I was too stupid
to appreciate Father de la
Motte’s eloquence, but I
squirmed in the pews when
he’d preach 40 minutes in
Indian and then switch over
for another 40 minutes in
English. Some of the Indians
claimed that he could speak
better Salish than they could.

Defending philosophy and
theology is a great feat, but I
like the encounter between
Father George de la Motte
and an alleged Indian chief,
who was not a chief and
known by all Indians and
palefaces as a crook or, at
Jeast, a con artist.

“George,” the alleged chief
led off, “Do you helieve in
dreams?’’ (Indians never
used surnames in addressing
the missionaries). .

“I believe in good dreams
but not in bad dreams.”

“Is receiving Holy Com-
munion a good dream?”

“Of course.”

“I dreamed you was
coming down the communion
rail and when you got to me
one of the angels beside you
said that you shouldn’t give
communion to me because 1
don’t pay my bills. I said I
couldn’t pay my bills because
1 was broke and the angel told
me to ask George for
money.”

“Don’t worry. It probably
won’t happen again.”

“QOh, no. It’s happened
three times already. And that
beautiful angel tells me every
time to ask George for money
to pay my bills.”

“You think you’ll see that
angel again?”’

“You bet T will!”

“If you see the angel again,

" tell that stupid angel that

e

Dowd in 1934.
“of junk,” Dowd

George is broke, £00.”

P.S.: To get under the
deadline, I have omitted the
following:

1. How Pete Blood was
tagged out at first when he
was in the intensive unit of
Holy Family Hospital. Vic
Cordier tagged him.

2. The story of the first
printing press in St. Ignatius,
MT. Fr. Alexander Diomede,
S.J., bought it in St. Louis,
Missouri, for $591.81, rather
$591.18. Its first edition was
the KALISPELL DICTION-
ARY, consisting of three
volumes and 1156 pages. It
took three years to get it on
the streets. That’s worse than
the efficiency of the MVN,
ain’t it?

Satis. (In Latin means:
enough.)
E.D.
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Mission Valley News, February 22, 1984

https://jesuitswest.org/Assets/Publications/File/mission 2012 fall.pdf Mission Jesuits of the California
Province, fall 2012



https://jesuitswest.org/Assets/Publications/File/mission_2012_fall.pdf

Photographs by Edgar Dowd 1930-1940.
Spokane Chronicle and WSU Digital Collections: Edgar Dowd

Edgar Dowd has 46 photographs of Skitwish Indians in:

http://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/cdm/search/collection/loc/field/collec/searchterm/Dowd

Spokane Chronicle, February 14, 1937 Spokane Chronicle February 5, 1937 Spokane Chronicle February 4, 1937

Young Braves. Enjoy Cowboy Tb,ggery

| Indian children are no different than white: chxldren when it
icomes to “playing cowboy ” as these three chaps from the
‘Coeur d’Alene tribe attest with their new Christmas outfits.
‘The cowboy outfits were Christmas gifts, received at the yu!e-
tide party at the DeSmet miss T) hildren are, left t0v
i STy, Woods 8 Chnstopher Moc~
dgar Dowd, S. J.)

http://fimo.wsulibs.wsu.edu/html/ppp/display.php?cid=4&pgst=0&fid=428



Coeur d’Alene Tribe Honors Washington

Prayer Chief of Coeur d’Alene Indians

Speeches, music and a colonial pageant made 1
for the celebration of Washington's hirthdn?‘
evening at the Sacred Heart mission, I
| dlans of the Coeur d'Alene tribe.
includes, from lev{'t to rlght' Hg:: COAFS
' Asx?pa ‘:s Wuhtngtnn s Iathar and C'arl Maxie, 85 a ﬂnvc.}

(I’hqto by Edgar Dowd, S. J

e e P e e (iDuavan (hiaf? ic tha titla af Tanic Sam of the Coeur d’Alene

Spokane Chronicle February 22, 1937 Spokane Chronicle January 6, 1937



Skitswish women of the Kateri Club, Desmet Idaho, 1937

Note from unidentified source: L-R :

Front row-Nancy SiJohn, ?

2nd row-Agnes Bazil, Rose Mullen, Elvina (Bingo) SiJohn, ?

3rd row-Agnes LaSarte Bluff, Mary Skannen, Margaret Mullen (holding baby), Edward (sitting right), Sarah Bazil .
4th row-Christine SiJohn (standing far left), Jessie Vincent (holding Romona Vincent),

?, Carmelita Teresa Gua Campbell (holding Rose, sitting far right)

5th row-Clara Covington, ?, Celina Garry Goulsley

back row-Sarah SiJohn Tonasket, Grace Peone Juneau, Josephine Perry, Lucy Cherapkin George

1. 2. 3.
1. Spokane/Skitswish woman named Madeline Paine Charley, Spokane Washington, 1936

2. Second residence of the Fathers at St. Ignatius Mission, Montana

3. Photograph from the Edgar Dowd Collection. Father C. Byrne, May 14, 1940 standing near crosses of Desmet's Honored Dead Missionaries;
Skitswish Sacred Heart Mission missionary graveyard in Desmet, Idaho.

4. Skitswish boy named Jim Hawk poses with guitar, Desmet Idaho, 1936
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5. Skitswish boarding school dormitory room Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho ca. 1935
6. Skitswish boarding school room Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho ca. 1935
7. Skitswish boys boarding school Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho ca. 1936

8. Skitswish boys dressed for a play pose at Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho

Skitswish children dressed for a play pose with priest at Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet Idaho, 1937. Rev. Willie Ryan, S. J. is the priest.
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1. Skitswish girls in communion dresses pose on steps Sisters of Providence school, Desmet, ldaho ca. 1936
2. Skitswish girls in sewing class Desmet, Idaho 1937
3. Skitswish girls in their classroom Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, ldaho ca.1935

4. Skitswish girls pose on grass with Sister Seraphina Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho 1937



5. Skitswish girls pose on steps Sisters of Providence school Desmet, Idaho ca. 1936

6. Skitswish young women pose in aprons_ caps Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho

S. Ignatius Mission, Montana Father Louis Taelman  Catherine Dirty Dog  Loren “Buddy” Swan

Sacred Heart Mission, DeSmet, Idaho



Sacred Heart Mission, DeSmet, Idaho Dormitory

Buckskin jacket from the Kateri Club Desmet, Idaho 1937  Kateri Club members Celina Garry, Sara SiJohn, Marceline Seltice Kevis, Desmet

Idaho

Rev John Post, Sacred Heart Mission, Desmet, Idaho 1937 Statue of Kateri Tekakwitha, Desmet, Idaho ca 1937

Patience Gertrude Kateri Club, Desmet, Idaho  Sabine Polotkin & Maryann Gates Sacred Heart Mission Desmet Idaho 1937
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Name: Edgar Dowd

Birth Date: 7 Jun 1906

Death Date: 22 May 1986

Death Place: Montana, USA
Cemetery: Pleasant View Cemetery

Burial or Cremation Place:  Saint Ignatius, Lake County, Montana, USA

From Al Yerbury 2/26/2016

5. Gertrude Elizabeth Dowd

Born in 1908 and died October 18, 1988. She married on August 11, 1937 in Missoula, Montana
to Jess Bert Simkins born May 31, 1909 in Missoula, Montana and died April 18, 1977 in St.
Ignatius, Montana. Jess was the son of Jess and Flora Simkins. They had a son Terence Joseph
Simkins born about 1938 in St. Ignatius, Montana. And a daughter named Judy Simkins (Ayers).
He married on October 14, 1963 in Santa Clara, California to Karen 1. Winnett born about 1939.

Cec Brown of St. Ignatius remembered this about Jess Simkins:

“He worked the night shift at Allard's when | was younger. He'd put up with us drunk kids eating
hotdogs and popcorn in there, late at night. Always patient, always kind.”

Jo Harris Phillips of St. Ignatius recalled “Gertie taught religious education classes on Sundays
and in the summer at the Ursulines for years.”


https://www.facebook.com/joharrisphillips?fref=ufi
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[“Give it plenty of space in the
paper,” Edgar Dowd wrote
this week from Iowa. Edgar’s
brother-in-law, Jesse Simkins
died last week. Edgar writes,
“Yes, Jesse, I remember. ..."]

by Edgar Dowd

Before you became post-
master, I wrote to the
Postmaster General in your
behalf. Replying, Postmaster
General Walker snapped:
“Your brother-in-law, Jess
Simkins, must take a competi-
tive examination, and come out
on top if he is to be the
postmaster of St. Ignatius,
Montana.”

You came out on top, Jess,
and you were No. 1. I was
proud of you.

Years later, I arrived in
town about 2:30 p.m., went to
the post office to pay my
regards, and casually asked:
“How's fishing?”

You said, “Let’s find out.”
You closed the shop and away
we went. Later, between 9 and
11:30 p.m., you bounced (but
deliberately) out of bed a dozen
times to open the post office

Memories of Mission s

Postmaster-Fisherman

for the citizens clamoring for
their mail, junk or otherwise.
Frankly, I was amazed that
you were so unperturbed.

1 imagine you were always
unperturbed. Yes, Jess, I
remember an occasion when
my beautiful sister, Gertrude,
served your breakfast an hour
and a half earlier than usual.
You were, understandably,
shocked, and asked: “Say,
Gert., what is this? A midnight
snack?”

Of course, the early-break-
fast routine didn’t do any good.
Despite the heavy suggestions
of the U.S. Postal Inspectors,
that you open the post office at
8 a.m. However, instead of the
9:30 a.m. opening, you wisely
compromised and opened at
nine. Like any good Montana
man, you didn't scare easily.

(I knew what you were
thinking about, but you never
used vulgar terms.)

All my memories of you,
Jess, are not tinted with that
“moonlight and roses” jazz.
Once 1 was provoked.
Thoroughly fatigued, after two
days and two nights aboard a
bus, I arrived in St. Ignatius,
and you immediately sug-
gested a fishing trip to the
Mission Dam, or that pond
collecting the run-off of
Elizabeth Falls. As the fish
weren't biting, along about
midhight, you conceded that
the fish had won the decision.
With a sigh of relief on my
part, we headed for home and
the sack.

But we had hardly moved
more than fifty feet from the
pond, when a stupid fish
jumped. From the sound of the
splash, you concluded that the
fish was large; but, T concluded
that any fish, large or small,

night, particularly with Jess

mentally retarded.

that leaped at that time of

Simkins around, must be

If you have time, Jess, you
might look up my good friend,
Steve Veres, who hired me to
weed sugar beets sixty years
ago, at 10 cents a row, but the
rows extended from the Holy
Family Hospital to the alkaline
fastness of Moiese. About
twenty-six years ago, [ arrived
in the Mission and paid a call to
Steve.

After a short chat Steve
said: “Ve go up town.” I don't
recall the exact time when
Steve and I took off for

uptown, but the liquor
dispensing facilities were
operating.

Steve ordered whiskey,
wine, beer, and a few soft
drinks.

1 asked Steve: “What now?”

“Ve go down to see Jess.”

“Isn’t it a bit late?”

“Don’t worry I know, Jess,
nothing bothers him.”

So ve vent down to see Jess.

Yes, Jess, I remember that
you and Gert graciously
interrupted your slumbers to
help Steve and me celebrate.
You weren’t much of a drinker,
Gert had a soft drink or so, but
Steve tied into whiskey, wine
and beer, as any good guy of 75
should do.

The next morning at
breakfast, you were in, as the
poet wrote: “a pensive mood.”

1 asked: “Jess, do you have a
hangover?”

You said: “No, I was just
thinking.”

“What were you thinking
about?”

“] was just thinking how
lucky I am not to have the kind
of hangover old Steve has this
morning.”

That's about it, Jess. All of
us feel sad because you left
us....except the Montana
trout. They are celebrating,
but not with a fish fry.

Immediately, a fanatical
light flashed off and on in your
otherwise calm eyes, as you
high-tailed it back to the
water. I watched you from a
distance, as I was completely
corked, slumped against the
shins of a pine tree, tolerant of
all the sundry ants and
woodticks that were crawling
over me.

Fortunately, you caught the
critter, otherwise we might
still be there. It was a big fish.
Without benefit of hyperbole it
would qualify for the American
cousin of the Loch Ness
Monster.




FORM V.5, 3 (1988 revision)

Logal File Number

9

MONTANA
CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
008885

StateFile Number

DEGEDENT'S NAME (First)

1 GERTRUD:!

FAGE —American Indian, BIack
whil ity)

DATE OF DEATH (Month. Di, Year]
, 10/18/88

[COUNTY OF DEATH

LAKE

7

70, PLAGE OF DEATH (Gheck only o1e]

HOSPITAL Llinpationt

OTHER: X Nursing Home L] Resigance. ] Other (Specity)

FAGILITY NAMIE ([0t InS3I4100, Gt Staat and puriber)
7
BIRTHPLACE (City and State or Foreign Country)

8
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

MARITAL STATUS.

9. (] Nover Marriod X Widowed [ Married [ Dvorced| 10,
DECEDENT S USUAL OCCUPATICN (Give kind of work
g 1 J

[CITY. TOWN, DA LOGATION OF DEATH

4 ST. IGNATIUS, MONRANA

[SURVIVING SPOUSE (If wifo, give maiden surname}

[WAS DEGEDENT EVERIN US.

[KIND OF BUSINESSINDUSTRY
|ARMED FORCES? (¥es or no)

219

1517-01-7
RESIDENCE —STATE COUNTY

|s¢v. LAKE

NO

13
[STAEET NUMBER

1#462:1st. AVENUE NORTH

[CITY. TOWN, OR LOGATION

1#ST. IGNATIUS .

INSIDE CITY
LIMITS? (Yes o1 o)

152 YES 1459865

mczs A
Irisn-German; Hmong, stc:

IRISH

15

' Mexican, Puerta Rican, Cuban; Alfican. English,

40, DECEGENTS EDUCATION
(Spacity only highest grade completed)

st gri
EfemantanyfSecondary (0-12) College (14 0r5+]
12 2

(Sposify)

FATHER'S NAME (First, Micdie

7 WILLIAM DOWD

Midale,

s MARY SOLLIVAN

INFORMANT'S NAME (1yperPrinl]

FORMANT
= 1 JUDY AYRES

[MAILING ADDRESS (Stiet-and Number or Ut Roule Number, Gity or Town, State, Zip Code)

s BOX 173, ST. IGNATIUS, MT. 59865

'METHOD OF DISPOSITION

ural

L1 oteriSpecityr

1 Gremation
DISPOSITION 3

OF DISPOSITION.

L Removal from S1ate

SIGRATURE OF FUNERAL SERVICE LICENSEE OR OTHER PERSON N CHARGE

RIDDLB IIT)e

[PLACE OF DISPOSITION {Narne of [LOCATION —City or Town, State.
cameétery, crematory, or oiher glace).

CATHOLIC CEMETER
21

TR TEETSE
OwBER ! Cccree

387

200 ST. IG] MT.
NAME AND ABDRESS OF FAGILITY
BOX 516

22 ST. IGNATIUS, MT. 59865

25 PARTL. Enfor the diseases, injunes

IMMEDIATE CAUSE (Final disoase ot
‘condition resalting in death]

. Mryp

Dot
s ot TR LIS b e AU $ACh He {5 InStros s st iy

@ deatn a @st, | Approximale Intarval

Betwgan Onset and Deatn

srAyie JMALL (m C/um/mj

"DUE TO(0R

Sequentiaily list conditions it &

_q MONIKS

AS'A CONSEQUENGE OFy

.
1eading to immediate cause. Entes
Undertying Cause (Disease or injury 1hat
Initiated events resulting in death Last

DUE T0(0A A5 & GONSEGUENCE OF)

DUE T0 (0 AS A CONSEGUENCE OF}

—

PART L

CAUSE OF
DEATH

o
§ Underlying cause grven in Part |

[WAS AN AUTOPSY PERFORMED? (Yes or o)

212 NO

WAS CASE REFERRED T0 CORONER!

24b. WERE AUTOPSY FINDINGS
[AVAILABLE PRIOA TO COMPLETION
QF CAUSE OF DEATH? (Y5 o7 n0)

TYes ot no)

A TR oA
Ko

[DATE OF INJURY.
|(Month. Day. Year)

27a 270,

[TIME OF INJURY.

25 s
INJURY AT WORK? | DESGRIBE HOW INJURY/GCOURRED
i

mizze

275

st
"} Accigent [ Could not e

Determinad  [bullding, ete. (Sprcify)
£ sulsiga 270

PLACE OF INJURY-- At home, fanm, slfeet, fociory, office

LOGATION (Street and Number of Ruril Route umber Gty o Toan, State)

271 .

28a. 10 BE COMPLETED BY GERTIFYING

YSIGIANONLY Yo the st of iy

26810 B COMPLETED BY n 1he asis of

/m il

s ‘ccued at the e, date and place and due
01he causels)and anner a3 stated

(Signature ana Tit

Stisted.
ESIGNED (Wonfh, n

[ ceriricn B 10‘Ta 17 :

25c

ncvun OF DEATH

[DATE SIGNED (#ontt, Day, Year:

740 Al

HOUR OF DEATH

NAMEOF ATTERDING. =w<v IAN IE GTHER THAN CERTIFIER

{Type or Print

DATE PHONOUNCED

|23

D (Monif; Day. Te:

» VICTORM. DAVIS III,

NAMEAND ADDRESS ORGERTIFIER (PHYSICIAN OR CORONER) (Type o7 Prinl]

BOX 310,

ST. IGNATIUS, MT. 59865

TE FILEDMonth. Day, Yo

e >ms|m< SORATURE :
se Zpatieg. LDk M) ran
2P FAE T

Lyt 27
G

77%C

CLERK & RECORDER




V83A
TYPE OR PRINT IN
UNFADING
BLACK INK
SEE MANDBOOK FOR
INSTRUCTIONS

UsuUAL REsDENGE
e otceasto
AT

occumeo

oo, Gve
SIDINCE KEFORE
DMISSION,

s
bt

CAUSE

@ 5

LOCAL Lt NUMBER

CERTIFIOATE OF DEATH
LICATE FOR CLERK AND RECORDER

7465

STATE 1S MUMbER

” NAME OF DECEASED - FiRsT | MIDDLC NAME

w_Jess Le. B

RACE v, Neawo, Amtwican 1oran] AGE—tuar

e e oAy Crears )
. White 65
Y, TOWN, OF LOCATH

AT

I
11

NAME

si

[DATE OF DEATH { MONTH, BAY, YEART

s 4 -
[COUNTY OF DEATH

b Lake

OATE OF BIATH (0w, ony,

11 =24 -11

St. Ugnatiu

n
STATE OF BIRTH (/7 MOT IN U.5.4., NAME]
<oomms
ont.

[CITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY.

U.S.

9.

nosnm 3 e T EITAER, GIVE STRLET AND MUWREE |

78 Communi
MARRIED, NEVER MARRIED,
Wi DIVOQCED xv‘fnﬂ:

ty Hosp.
SURVIVING SPOUSE | 1F WIFE, GIVE MAIDEN hamE )
n.  Gertrude Dowd

SDC'M SECURITY NUMBER
2516141481

RESIDENCE—STATE

WORKING
1

ire, even i aer
o s
CITY, TOWN,

ez [

USUAL OCCUPATION (G i 01 won "DONE DUIING MOAT OF

51,

KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY

m GOvi. Retired

OR LOCATION INSIOE CiTY Lmirs [STREET AND NUMBER
(sseci ves g o 5
City

agter

FATHER — NAME

Jess C.

woolt

Simkins

Ignatius, | e8|,
MOTHER — MAIDEN NAME ast MIDOLE.

w__ Wlora Brooks

st

IFORMANT — NAME
Judy Miller

MAILING ADDRESS. (STRLET OR K.10. NO., CITY OF T0Wn, STATE, 21

in Spokang, Wash. Gen Del.

DEATH WAS CAUSED 8Y:

ST TV

(ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE FOR (a). (b}, AND (c)] Sriween ONSET AND. DEATH

TRREGTITE CAUSE

© Cardiac Arrest
BUETS, OF A% & CONMGUENTE OF:

45 min,

®_Acute Mvocardial infarction

1l hr.

U 70, OF A% & CONTIGUINGE
LYING CAUSE 1A3Y

«wDiffus Arteriosclerotic diseasa

PART Il

ACCIDENT, SUKIDE, HOMICIDE,
OR UNDETERMWINED (5#eCiry |
P

INJURY AT HOWE, FARS, STREET, TACTONY,
orice sioo., A1c. (SPECIFY 1

CERTIFIER

BURIAL

8
£
P
o
a
©
2
13
@
g
=
&
fiv}
o
€
o
i
=
A4
o
5
-
=
E
g
a
o
=
2
=
S
=
8
2
s
&
(L)
w
el
§
o
u
=
3
)
L
5
@

201

OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS: CONOIIONS CONTRIBVTING 10 OEATH SUT NOT RELATED 10 CAUSE GIVEN 1 FART | f01

1F YES wene rinoinGs con.
(7508 MO1 | SIDERED i DETERMINING CAUSE
OF GEATH,

e IO

(ROUR HOW INJURY OCCURRED (ENTER MATURE OF TNIURY (M PART | OR PART 1, 1TEM 18

7 3
LOCATION TSTREET OF K.4.0. MO, CITY OR TOWN, STATE |

CERTIHCATIO wosTH DoAY Tean MOMTH DAY
PHYSICIAN:

OIS THE
Mo bicases rom

CERTIFICATIO!

iE
4-1-7% Pud =18-77

'AND LAST AW MM/ WER ALIVE O
Moune DAY vear

ne 4-18=-77

N— CORONER: ON THE BASIS OF
EXAMIATION O T 100Y AND/ OF Tuk MVESTIGATION, 14 MY OPIIOH,
'DEATH GCCURED ON THE DATE AND DUE TO THE CAVSKIS) STATED.

HOUR GF DEATH

5385 A, Mg 4

S e Siavi T EATI OCCURED 3 e rce o
A007 AFTER SEATH: [ o St o mz':a'sv
i
295 1 DA 7 e S e,
o

WouR
77

vear At

. 228 o

CERTIFIER — NAME (VPE O3 PRNTI

J. Michaael

.
st. Ign."Moat.” 59865

AL
SIGNATURE DATE SIGNED (0N, oA YiAR)

toeGrtr oR 1M

G on oW

ICEMETERY OR CREMATORY —NAME
Pl easan tvi :w

258,

TGCATION T oF Town

28t. Ign. lont.

MORTUARY
264,

el

Garon Cha

mmi...o SRRt : Sate, e 1 Ten. Mont,59865

FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR MORTICIAN --

2. JOE€ KFearon

IGNATURE TooAL

274,

I

Ste
REGISTRAR -~ SIGNATURE

TR RECEVED 37 TOCR ICTITIAY
Jo@ Fearon a7 4219




JESSE SIMKINS

ST IGNATIUS—One of
Mission’s most familiar resi-
dents died on Monday, Jesse
Simkins, 64. ;
A retired postmaster here,
and postal employee since he
began as clerk in 1930, Mr.
Simkins was known as an
athlete in his earlier years, the
arch enemy of local trout later

‘on. He started many local
children on the angling trail
and was the acknowledged

expert on area reservoirs.
‘He was born November 24,

Missoula and attended
in St. Ignatius, going

" Lodge #112 and a past master"

College :
He was a mem

of the lodge.

- His wife Gertrude, Wls;om lge
married in 1937, two years
after his appomtment as
postmaster, surviv

 surviving are a daughter, J

of Spokane,Wash.,

J’aek and Roy, both o
~and four grandchlldren..
‘Funeral services will be held
Thursday, April 21, at 2 p.m. in
Fearon Chapel. Burial will be
in Pleasantvxew Cemetery

BPR L 26;1977

Mission Valley News
20 Apr. 1977



6. Ambrose Dowd

Born February 4, 1911
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DOUBLE FONERIL
GIVEN TWO BOYS
(LLED N CRGH

Peter Owens, A. Dowd
Victims of Accident
Near St. Ignatius.

ST. IGNATIUS, Aug. 1. —(Spe-
cial)—Double funeral services for
Peter Owens and Ambrose Dowd
were held al the Cathollc church
In St. Ignatius, with Rev. Father
Taclnan officinling  this week. .

The boys were instantly killed {n
an aulo accldent nine miles north ;
of 8%, Ignatius Sunday.

Native of Shelby.

Peter Owens, 23, was born - ab
Shelby, August 1, 1913, and spent
most of his life here, He spent
four years nt Loyola, one year: at
Gonzaga university in Spokane, aft-
er gradunting from the St. Ignatlu:
| high school in 1931,

He Is survived by his mother and
‘father, Mr. and Mrs. J. M, Owens:
flve sisters, Margaret, Helen Marle,
Icleen, Betty Lou aud Patrlela Ann
Owens; one brother, Morris Owens,
nll of 8t. Ignatius, and his grand-
mother, Mrs, Kathryn Owens, Mls-
souln, -

The body was laken to the Cathi-
ollo cemetery in Missounla for burigl, .
: BDorn in Missoula, -

Ambrose Dowd, 24, was born in.

.| Missoula I‘cbruury 4, 1011, and had
spent most- of his life in st. l’g-

} natius.

Ho attended school aL Loyoln in
Missoula in 1927-28, after graduat-

Ing fromt the.St. Ignatius .-high
school In 1031, He nlso atiended
Clonzaga universily in Spokane one T,
year,

He Is survived by hls parenlsl
My, and Mrs. Willlam Dowd;  four
sislers, Gertrude and Theresa Dowtd :
of St. Ignallus; Blster Doreen of ...
y| St ‘Vincent ncademy at  Walla-
| Walla, Wash.; Mrs. Rollina Kim-
berline of Los Angeles; Cal, one
brother, Edgar Dowd, 8.-J., of Seat«’
tle; - an uncle, John ° Bqlllmn. ot
|| Yakima and three aunts, Miss Liz-
zle Dowd, Mrs. Vincent- McCormnk
and. Mrs. Frank Morin, all-of st.
Ignatlus,

; Many Pallbearers,

t| -Pallbeavers _for . Peler ,Owens

.| were: William Bhillips, Jess Sim-

5| kins,* LeRoy Cope,” Cceorge, Burke,
[}

Elmo Cure and John Morin,' For
Ambrose, Dowd pallbearers - wete:
s, | John  Thi, “Tom Brooks, Irving
n | Bad, Ph!mp Hamel, John: Mchth
it | and VIclor anw i
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