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ñThe Cowlitz Farm on which the newly-married couple settled was a subsidiary of the 

main headquarters of the Puget Sound Agricultural Company at Nisqually.  The 

Companyôs sole function was to raise foodstuffs for the Russian American settlement 

with which the HBC had contracted in 1839 to furnish provisions.   Francis Ermatingerôs 

appointment to the Cowlitz Farm was much like giving him a yearôs vacation.ò McDonald, 

p249.    
 

Cowlitz farm was on the land of the Cowlitz and Chehalis Indians, and was located 

between the Columbia River and Puget Sound at the head of the Cowlitz River near the 

present-day town of Toledo, Lewis County, Washington.   Cowlitz was the Puget Sound 

Agricultural Companyôs headquarters for the production of grain, peas and potatoes. 

There is still farming on the land but no buildings stand from the Hudsonôs Bay Company 

farm.  It had nearly 1,000 acres of fenced land (later up to 4,000 acres) and potatoes, 

wheat, barley, peas and oats were raised there.  In 1841, 8,000 bushels of wheat and  

4,000 bushels of oats were harvested by the Hudsonôs Bay Company farmers.  By 1853-

54 the farm was taken over by the Americans.  From this farm and also Fort Nisquallyôs 

farm produce was shipped to the Russians in Alaska, to the Spanish in California, to HBC 

forts and posts in the Northwest, and to the independent kingdom of Hawaii (Sandwich 

Islands).  John Tod, who managed the farm for a short time, remembered: "We had 1,000 

acres ploughed, also a fine horse park and large dairy." (Wolfenden, 1954). To the Russians 

8,000 bushels of wheat, 8 tons of flour, 15 tons of salted beef, and 8 tons of butter were 

annually sent.  But even then the farm was never a successful enterprise. 

 

ñCatherine Ermatingerôs personality fails to emerge from her husbandôs letters.  She was 

too young for him ï even he could see that, (he wrote Edward, óThe only fault I can find 

with the marriage is, that she is rather too young), despite this his earlier mock-horror at 

Edwardôs attempts to interest him in a match with one or more mature ladies in the St. 

Thomas vicinity.  Catherine proved herself a spendthrift, and she was unfaithful to her 

husband.  Probably she gave as much as she received in a relationship between two 

people ill-suited for each other.  It was something in Ermatingerôs favor that he forgave 

her, her shortcomings, and accepted the limitations she placed on his ambitions.ò McDonald, 

p250 
 

On the duties and dress of a HBC officerôs wife at Fort Vancouver is: 

ñWives of fort employees, whether they lived in the village or within the pickets, wore 

European clothing.  The bolts of cloth available at the sale shop included such fabrics as 

bombazette (sort of thin woolen cloth. It is of various colors, and may be plain or twilled), cassimere ,(A plain or twilled 

woolen cloth used for suits), and ñfancy Earlston Ginghamsò(a pretty cotton fabric from Earlston in England); such 

accessories as ñLadies short Kid Gloves,ò hooks and eyes, ribbons, ñbest diamond pins,ò 

óladies round plated Hats,ò and shawls could also be had.  Still, traces of native dress 

persisted.  Almost universally the ladies, except for a few pure whites, retained Indian 

leggin or gaiter, made of red and blue cloth richly ornamented with beads.  The leggins 

were prominently displayed during horseback rides, when the women ï again except for 

the Europeans ï sat astride in Indian fashion.  For most women the moccasin took the 

place of both shoes and stockings, but the gentlemenôs wives preferred European-style 

footwear.ò ñThe Women of Fort Vancouverò, John A. Hussey, page 288, Oregon Historical Quarterly, Fall 1991.  Also the 
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officerôs wives were not required to cook or bake or perform most of the household tasks, 

these were done by the HBC employees (men).  Most Native American or Metis women 

did not like to do house work anyway and usually wouldnôt.  Many would not even sit on 

chairs in the house but preferred to sit on the floor in Indian fashion.  The gentlemenôs 

families at Fort Vancouver usually lived in the long, seventeen room Bachelorôs Quarters.  

Here the women ate their meals while their husbands dined in the ñBig Houseôsò mess 

hall.  Except for the highest ranks the meals for the officers was sometimes ñgenerally so 

badly cooked as to be uneatable.ò (Herbert Beaver) 

 

Parties were held at the fort with card games and dances.  Picnics, horse races and plays 

and athletic contests were frequent on holidays.    

 

Francis wrote to Edward on March 4, 1843 from Cowlitz Farm: 

 

My Dear Edward 

 

Per the fall express, 6
th
 Novb. I received your three letters dated 23d June 1841 and 10

th
 

April 1842.  [Not] the great trouble you give yourself, nor all your anxiety of mind to see 

me, can avail us.  You know well enough the nature of the service I am in, and how hard 

it is to obtain a favour from those in power.  My folly was, that I did not leave the 

Company a dozen years ago when, if I could have earnt a living in Canada, I could have 

done something more, by trading for the American companies.  1842 will form an epoch 

in my future memoirs.  Last August Mr. Douglas and Mr. McLoughlin and several others 

took a trip to Fort George, and upon the 10
th
, the Rev. Mr. Frost, rather a cold name for 

so warm a subject, there pronounced Frs. Ermatinger and Catherine Sinclair, man and 

wife.  The young lady is daughter of your fellow clerk and grand daughter of Mrs. 

McLoughlin.  The only fault I can find with the marriage is, that she is rather too young.  

I dare say, by this time you have come to the conclusion that Frank is now lost to us 

forever.  However I do not think so ï for I never thought less of the service than I do at 

present, but you that I cannot claim my half share without giving four years service, one 

is nearly done ï and besides since I wrote to you, and after I sent Sir George my opinion, 

in writing, of my treatment, I took a long Gallop after him in California and had an 

interview  at Monterey, when he promised me a furlough in 1844, and if I am not 

deceived again, perhaps I will avail myself to it. It is no use speaking positively, for we 

have been so often disappointed.  I however, at present, think it is likely.  Mrs. E. will not 

of course accompany me; you have enough of one, Mrs. Dears, from this country.  

Hereafter should I take it into my head that she should visit St. Thomas, I hope you will 

find a little difference [from Mrs. Dears], and I expect with a lesson or two from your 

wife upon housekeeping, and a few from you upon her music, she will be able to pass in a 

crowd. You only lack one thing in the family now and that is some one to call you uncle.  

This want, I trust, will be found in about three months more. 

 

It grieves me to hear that your business was declining and that your spirits were so much 

depressed in consequence.  As to a partner; it would be much easier to find one with the 

amount of money you mention, than with the disposition he must possess.  But I trust 

your affairs are getting round again.  If not, and money is wanted, we must try to supply 
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it.  I do not really know what balance I have, but I do not think it exceeds L200.  

However, it may, for I have not examined my account closely lately, and this year I have 

spent at least L100.  If I draw upon my commission for two or three years to come, I must 

pay 5 Per Cent interest.  Never mind, if money is your only want I must do my best to 

raise it, but while I extend this desire to yourself, I feel no inclination to do so for the 

benefit of your partner.  He has had the start of me already.  If it is novelty you require, I 

will bring down Mrs. E. who with Mrs. Dears in a cheenook petticoat and one with a skin 

shirt garnished with scalps and bear grease, and thus supported I think you will, with the 

aid of a little vermilion [sic], draw folks to your store.  You say that you think a new face 

would do something.  If that is all you want, I will soon bring you one with plenty of 

brass in it.  (My God! Chalk)   In the mean time, man, do not lose courage.  You have a 

brother who will never  hold a penny while you want one.  I had always an abundance of 

vanity in my composition and possess enough still, to think that I can get a living  

anywhere.  Some times I am half inclined to give up all thoughts of the service, and 

Canada, in favor of California.  It is a country I like ï the people all live and have plenty 

ï yet there is scarcely a dollar in it.  A man kills his bullock, eats the beef, and gets what 

he wants for the skin.  I passed a jovial winter of it last year, let the trappers take care of 

themselves while I was galloping about the country to the American shipping, to Raeôs 

&c. and I really believe, if I had not come away as I did, that my big nose would have 

been ornamented with carbuncles.  Sir George would not let me go out last year, and I 

showed that there is two ways of doing our duty.  He has spoilt as zealous a clerk as ever 

he had and I am not sure yet whether he has made a good chief trader.  It will depend 

upon how he is used.  But what has all this to do with money matters?  Well in a word, if 

I can help you let me know, and if your necessity is urgent, use your power of attorney 

for about L200.  I think I have that much still.  I have just glanced over your letters again 

and find their strain too serious.  For Godôs sake do not dispond [sic], if your 

responsibilities are with my means, release yourself from them.  Sell all the stock I have 

in Canada, if it is worth anything, and the land, rather than feel as you write you do.  As 

to seeing me, your mind dwells too much upon it ï and I repeat to you that I worked hard 

to get leave and will see you, If God spares us, when I do.  The Company may have been 

hard upon me from first to last.  This year I find instead of being a trader upon outfit ô41 

as promised me, I was the last upon the list of promotions of  ô42, and in my letter from  

Mr. Smith, I was told I could only have half a share upon this.  Since, I have received 

another telling me that, owing to the death of Mr. Pambrun, I would be entitled to the full 

emoluments of the commission.  A. McDonald to be C.F. and Rae were the other 

promotions.  I had an idea of sending you copies of the letters but I am too busy. 

 

I believe that I have got clear of trapping for a while and am farming, but I cannot say 

that I like this place, nor that I am very ambitious to become a farmer under the system 

here.  I took three shares in the business (Puget Sound Agricultural Company) and I will 

freely give up the L30 I have paid in to get clear of it.  Work remains upon the coast yet, 

and as the steamer (Beaver) has been under repairs all winter, I fancy you will be 

disappointed in his not writing you.  He has had no opportunity. 

 

My poor old Grand papa and Bourgeois, the Dr. has been sorely afflicted, and his mind at 

one time could dwell upon no other subject, that is, the murder of his son John by his men 
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ï at Sts. Vine.  (Stikine)  I have just been over all the depositions, taken by Sir George 

Simpson in April last, and by Mr. Manson in August.  Those taken by Sir George were 

not what they ought to have been, with his letter to the father unfeeling in the extreme.  

This hurt the old gentlemen as much as the murder.  Sir George wishes to throw all the 

blame upon the victim, and to justify the murderers by calling it self defense.  But they 

had fired two shots at him some weeks before, and depositions taken by Mr. Manson 

makes me doubt whether John did bouse [booze], wench, and cudgel the men as Sir 

George wrote the father, and altogether I think it was premeditated and as cool and 

heartless murder as could be.  The men are prisoners, but it will be hard to have them 

punished.  The greatest bar is, what power has the right to try them, perhaps the Russians.  

It is one of those cases, in which Linch [lynch] law is tolerable.  It would not, I think, be 

well for Sir George to cross the path of the Dr. in his present state of feelings.  They had a 

few words upon business in California, and rough ones they were, before the fate of poor 

John was known.   (McLoughlin took Simpsonôs rough dismissal of the murder of his mixed-blood son as a slap in the face 

for which he never forgave Simpson.  The old Chief Factorôs long-term efforts to clear his sonôs name, to have the murderers 

punished, and to convince the Committee of Simpsonôs misuse of his powers, monopolized his thoughts and correspondence to 

London for years.) McDonald p 253.  Altogether the Govôs trip to the Columbia could not have been 

so pleasing as his former ones.  To him, he found discontent enough and did not mend 

matters. 
 

With respect to poor Lawrence, we seem to understand one another.  If he turns out as I 

see many of the young fellows of this country do, I shall be distressed indeed.  Let him 

have a chance, that is let him learn to read and write well, and if God spares us we will 

determine upon something when we meet.  In the mean time give my love to and tell him, 

that I expect son to receive a letter from him.  Why do you trouble yourself about 

Ranald?  (footnote: 17:Ranald McDonald, Archyôs son by the Chinook Princess Raven, lived with Edward Ermatinger, after 
completing his Red River schooling.  Working  as a teller in Ermatingerôs bank, the poor youth shriveled in spirit at the confinement,  

intelligent, but gentle and passive, Ranald was to find a place among the Japanese as a teacher.  He entered Japan while working on a 

whaling ship. The son of Archie McDonald has been credited by some as helping to open Japan to the western world for trade and 

diplomatic relations.)  If he will not do any good, write to his father to take him back, and while 

you wait the opportunity, put him out to board and make the father pay for it.  You had 

better refuse any more.  I have not heard from Archy since your last.  Poor man, he has 

another boy laying in the Vancouver hospital with a complaint something like leprosy.  

You may remember [Jean Baptiste] Ouvreôs daughter, she is similar.  Your old friend 

Tod has Thompsonôs river, he has not written me since I was married, at least I have not 

received a letter from him.  I do not think he would have liked to hear of my being so, if 

Miss had remained single, nor do I think he would if she had.  (Eloisa McLoughlin) 

 

I never trouble you with much of the news of the trade.  The truth is I take no interest in it 

myself and even now, that my pay is to come out of the profits, I care very little whether 

it is successful or otherwise.  One thing let me tell you O doubt whether a tradership is 

worth more than half it used to be and it will diminish in value yearly.  So much for the 

reward of my 24 years service. 

 

Neither Work nor you understand the workings of the pension list.  Dr. McLoughlin, 

when he was out, with Mr. Christie, proposed and carried the point, for a sum of say 

L300 a year to be taken out of the Fur trade, to provide for old clerks.  The first pension 

we heard of from it was L100 Per An. to Colin Robertson C.F.  This last year the Gov. 



5 

 

wrote to the Dr. to place me at Fort George to watch the motions of the Am. Traders and 

give (James) Birnie his walking ticket with L60 Per. An. out of that fund for seven years.  

But the Dr. would not do so and says the Gov. may do his dirty work himself.  Had they 

offered me a handsome sum at once, I would have taken it in preference to a commission, 

but to have to go seven times for 420 pounds would never do, and I fancy it was the 

meanness of the sum and the manner it was to be given that made Work hope that I 

would not accept it, if it was offered.  Birnie remains Fort George still and has children 

enough for a colony.  He looks as young as ever, and is as fat and lazy as a man ought to 

be, when he is thought no more of than he is by Sir George.  When I was at Fort George I 

asked Birnie what he had done to offend the Gov., but mind he does not know what was 

written to the Dr. about him.  He told me that Sir George sent two cotton sheets to get 

washed, and while taking them to the ship one fell overboard, but he intended to send 

another to London and hoped his offence would be forgiven- poor fellow.  I do not know 

what he will do if he is obliged to leave the service, unless indeed he trades for the 

Americans, which I would do was I in his place.  He has very little money and I do not 

think he would succeed as a farmer here (footnote 24 ñBirnie did, in fact, retire to the Willamette settlement 

within a few years, where with his mill and acreage he contrived a very pleasant existence.ò) 

 

I shall not copy this letter, so make the most of it, but before I close let me beg of you to 

cheer up and do your best.  I tell no one that you write me in low spirits, because all your 

friends here seemed to think that if you did not leave politics you would go wrong ï and I 

shall not allow them to boast of their foresight before you do.  You see what I have 

written you above upon money matters, and if I can help you let me know.  Give my love 

to Mrs. E. and my niece and believe me to be 

My Dear Edward , Sincerely Yours,  

Frs. Ermatinger. 

E. Ermatinger, Esq. 

Did you get with the watch for Mrs. E. a guard chain, 2 seals and a split ring?ò 

 

   
 

 Peter Skene Ogden (a stout, short man with                                        Paul Kane 

a high-pitched voice)the third  picture was by John Mix Stanley, 

at Fort Vancouver in1848. http://www.ohs.org/research/quarterly/images/ohq1042_Ott.pdf  

 

At this time Francis was a member of the Pioneer Lyceum and Literary Club at 

Willamette Falls.   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Kane_Selfportrait.jpg
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ñThe Oregon Lyceum or Pioneer Lyceum and Literary Club was founded in Oregon City, Oregon Country around 1840. The forum 

was a prominent fixture for the leading pioneer settlers during its brief existence. It would begin publishing the first American 
newspaper west of the Rocky Mountains in 1846 and had several names during its existence.  

One source lists the founding of the institution as 1844, but this is unlikely as there are many references to debates regarding forming a 

government in 1842. The forum was likely started at that time with the goal of producing a newspaper in the region. That paper, the 

Oregon Spectator, began publishing in 1846.  

The Lyceumôs first meeting was held at the home of Sidney Moss who had purchased his land in Oregon City from Dr. John 

McLoughlin of the Hudsonôs Bay Company (HBC). Frederick Prigg was another member of the Lyceum that assisted in building the 
organization. So was Portland co-founder Francis Pettygrove.  

In addition to debates on government and the creation of a press, the group discussed literary items, scientific pursuits, and other local 
issues. Literary works of the group were published in the Spectator. The group as also known as The Willamette Falls Debating 

Society or The Falls Association.  

Other notable members during its existence include: Henry A. G. Lee, William H. Gray, Lansford W. Hastings, Elisha Applegate, 

Jesse Applegate, Asa Lovejoy, Sidney W. Moss, Robert Newell, James W. Nesmith, William C. Dement, Medorem Crawford, Hiram 

Straight, William Cushing, Philip Foster, Theophilus Magruder, Daniel Waldo, Peter G. Stewart, Isaac W. Smith, Joseph Watt, Frank 

Ermatinger, Albert E. Wilson, Jacob Hoover, John Minto, Barton Lee, and John P. Brooks. 

Beginning in the fall and winter of 1840-1841 the members of the Lyceum debated the future of the region. At the time neither the 
United States nor Great Britain could claim the Oregon Country under the terms of the Treaty of 1818 signed at the conclusion of the 

War of 1812. During these debates in Oregon City the European settlers argued about whether an independent country should be 

formed, or if a provisional government should be formed. It is not known when the Oregon Lyceum disbanded, but the Lyceum 
movement in the United States died out around the turn of the Twentieth Century.ò http://www.enotes.com/topic/Oregon_Lyceum 

 
 Tshimakain Mission of Rev. Elkanah Walker and the Rev. Cushing Eels.  

 Painting by Paul Kane 

 

Chief Trader Peter Skene Ogden was scheduled to go on furlough in 1843, and had 

journeyed to Fort Colville from his post in New Caledonia to meet the eastbound express 

there.  But the Columbia Department was extremely short-handed that year and in 

McLoughlinôs behalf Ogden decided to put off another year his leave.  Francis was 

assigned to replace Ogden in New Caledonia, and had already gone to Ft. Colville when 

Ogden changed his mind.   On his way to meet Ogden he stopped over to visit the 

missionaries at the Spokane Mission.  Mary Walker wrote in her diary on April 1, 1843, 

that they had a visit from Ermatinger.  The news of possible Indian trouble at Waiilatpu 

kept the Walkers and Ermatinger talking until midnight.ò  McDonald p257 
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Francis wrote to Edward on April 26, 1843 from Fort Colvile: 

ñMy Dear Edward 

 

I arrived here a day or two ago, having been unexpectedly sent off from the Cowlitz, to 

see Mr. Ogden here, who has a leave of  absence, and to succeed him in his charge of 

New Caledonia.  Mr. O[gden] however has consented to remain, and I must immediately 

start back to Vancouver.  I am not sorry that Mr. O. has remained, for otherwise, I fancy 

it would have been impossible for me to get out for some years to come.  I have written to 

Sir George Simpson to remind him of his promise of 1844, but pray do not depend too 

much upon seeing me.  We have been so often disappointed that we may be again.  I will 

do my best.  I have just overhauled my accounts here and find that I have little or nothing 

in the Companyôs hands.  You are aware that it must be a couple of years before I can get 

any dividend from my commission, and all I have must cover  my expenses or I will have 

to pay 5 Per Cent for what I exceed my balance.  If you want cash you must settle about 

selling the house, Bank Stock &c., but secure me as well as you can.  I have every desire 

to furnish you with my last farthing so long as it can benefit yourself, but trust you will 

take as much care as possible to provide against the risqué of its falling into the hands of 

strangers, should anything unfortunately happen to yourself.  In the mean time cheer up, 

and if it becomes necessary I will endeavor to raise you a few hundreds upon my 

commission. 

 

I have nothing to write about.  I left all well at Vancouver and hope to find them so upon 

my return.  I leave this in a day or two.  Give my respects to Mrs. E., also to Lawrence, 

and that you may recover your business and live happy is the prayer of   

My Dear Edward 

Your Affectionate Brother 

Frs. Ermatinger.ò 

 

ñOn May 2 Ermatinger stopped by again and brought Ogden with him to stay over for a 

day on their way to Okanogan, from whence the latter would head back for New 

Caledonia.ò  McDonald, p257   Mary Walker was to write, ñWe enjoyed a pleasant visit except 

there was too much trifling conversation and Br[other] E[rmatingerôs] ego [which] was 

quite too prominent.  When a man of such extreme information is present [Ogden], I 

regret to have the time occupied with trifles that might be filled up so usefully.ò  Clifford 

Drury, First White Women Over the Rockies, Vol.II, pp. 249-250).  Typical Mary Walker.   Frank wrote to 

Edward, on April 26, 1843 from Ft. Colville, ñI arrived here a day or two ago, having 

been unexpectedly sent off from the Cowlitz, to see Mr. Ogden here, who has a leave of 

absence, and to, succeed him in his charge of New Caledonia .  Mr. O. however has 

consented to remain, and I must immediately start back to Vancouver.ò 

 

This is how Peter Skene Ogden was described by Lt. Henry James Warre: 

ñMuch later in Ogdenôs career, Henry James Warre wrote a frank assessment of him ï an 

assessment that was struck out of his journal but that remains legible. Warre crossed the 

continent in Ogdenôs company in1845. He identified a few more aspects of the factorôs 

character that confi rm his being prone to indulge in exaggeration for the sake of his own 

entertainment and at the expense of easily duped newcomers to the Pacific Slope: 
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Ogden, a fat jolly good fellow reminding me of Falstaff both in appearance & in wit[,] 

always talking, always proving himself right ï clever with a good knowledge of French 

and of most of the Indian Languages having been 30 years in the Indian Country, strongly 

prejudiced in favor of all the Indian Customs, and cannot imagine that anyone who has 

not had the same advantages can possibly know any thing about the Country éHas read 

a vast number of works which he remembers well, but takes too much for Gospel[.] On 

the whole he is a very good & companionable fellow[,] full of information about the 

country which we are about to visit, but most diffi cult to obtain such information from[,] 

his partiality for joking and ñsellingò rendering it nearly impossible to know when he is 

earnest or not.ò  Henry James Warre Papers, Library and Archives Canada, vol. 14.66-7,  vol. 33:1030-1; & ñCaledonian 

Sutteeò? An Anatomy of Carrier Cremation Cruelty in the Historical Record, I.S. Maclaren.  If Lt. Warre wrote this 

about Ogden I wonder what he wrote of Francis Ermatinger?  Probably something 

similar.   Both Mrs. Mary Walker and Lt.Warre would have thought different of these 

men if they had walked a mile in their shoes when both were young men and trekking in 

the wilds of North America in the 1820s and 1830s, looking out for their hair at every 

turn.    Neither one of them could imagine the courage of both Ogden and Ermatinger.  Of 

course Ogden or Ermatinger would not have cared what was said about them by the 

tenderfoot spies.  Boasting and bragging (and telling the biggest lie) was a trait of the 

American mountain men, which they did just for fun and a type of entertainment, and I 

donôt see why the HBC traders would be any different in this mannerism. 

 

Archibald McDonald writes on Fort Colville on March 22, 1844 to Edward Ermatinger at 

St. Thomas, Upper Canada about a river accident: 

 

ñLast season (1843) going down [to Vancouver] we had a Boat with all hands swamped 

in the middle of the portage neuf.  The Judge [Ogden] was ashore, but Frank & myself 

being afloat with the craft, all hands were saved as well as the packs. Coming up we were 

less fortunate in the Dalles; by a Boat engulfed in one of the boiling whirlpools we lost 

one man & 4/5ths of the lading.  We get not Iroquois up now & all the old ones are either 

gone or dehors le service.ò  Francis was not on the return trip up the Columbia River. 

 

Still being under-manned for the 1843-44 Season, McLoughlin couldnôt let Francis have 

his furlough.  ñThe earlier difficulties which the Company had encountered with 

Americans claiming land for settlement in Oregon, was compounded by an immigration 

of from 800 to 1000 people during the summer and fall of 1843.  These added numbers of 

Americans tipped, or nearly tipped, the balance of popular allegiance towards the United 

States.  With increasing numbers in highly vocal individuals demanding that the U. S. 

extend the arm of government to them, and acting on the assumption that such 

government was as good as granted for the asking, the British Company came under 

increasing harassment.ò  McDonald, p258 

 

Rev. Gustavus Hines came to Oregon on the ship Lausanne and he writes: 

ñThursday, June 1
st
.  Arrived at the mission station below the Dalls (sic Dalles), where 

we met with news from the lower country, ships having arrived in the Columbia River, 

bringing letters, goods and passengers for Oregon.  As Dr. White expected to be detained 
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some time at the Dalls, I resolved to proceed homeward the first opportunity.  Fortunately 

the brigade of boats for which Mrs. Whitman awaited at Walla Walla, arrived at the Dalls 

a few hours after we did; and applying to Mr. Ogden, who had command of the brigade, I 

obtained a passage in his boat down the Columbia River to Fort Vancouver.  The boats 

were nine in number, each capable of carrying five or six tons; all loaded with furs which 

had been collected in the vast interior, and now on their way to the general depot at 

Vancouver, where they were to be examined, dried, packed and shipped for London.  

Associated with Mr. Ogden were Mr. McDonald, and Mr. Ermatinger, two former being 

chief factors on the company, and the latter a chief trader, both honorable and lucrative 

offices.  Sixty men were required to man the boats, and these were all French Canadians, 

and half-caste Iroquois.ò   From Oregon: Its History, Condition and Prospects: Containing a Description of the 

Geography, Climate and Productions with Personal Adventures Among the Indian during a Residence of the Author on the Plains 

Bordering the Pacific while Connected with the Oregon Mission: Embracing Extended Notes of A Voyage Around the World, p189.  
Gustavus Hines, Buffalo, N. Y.: Geo. H. Derby and Co., 1851. 

 

Oregon in the early years of the 1840s had two dominate groups of political thinking; 

McLoughlin and the British, and Jason Lee and the Methodists, who were later reinforced 

by incoming settlers and ex-mountain men.  Many of the ñJohnny-come-latelysò were 

broke and in needed credit, especially ex-mountain men, such as Joe Meek and Doc 

Newell.  To get assistance they had to rely on either Dr. McLoughlin or Lee.  Some like 

Meek were considered a bad risk and no credit was given to them, making their first 

years extremely difficult.  Bad feelings and resentment grew between the Americans and 

the HBC people because of this. 

 

The situation had become politically serious to the HBC, and Dr. McLoughlin deemed it 

important to get Francis Ermatinger closer to the Americans, as he was well liked by 

them.  Events had steadily become worse, as Dr. Elijah White, who had been run off from 

the Willamette Mission in 1840 by Rev. Lee and his colleagues, had returned.  But now 

he was important feeling, being newly appointed sub-agent to the Indians of Oregon, his 

appointment was made by foolish American bureaucrats.  Once back in Oregon he had 

laid claim to authority amounting practically to that of a governor.  This Johnny-come-

lately became a painful nuisance to all parties involved, no one excepting his authority. 

 

To the Americans he was someone to champion their cause, who wanted to form a 

government favorable to them.  When the old horse thief, Ewing Young, died in 1841 a 

special committee was formed to probate his estate, this had made a lot of people yearn to 

have some kind of government authority.  This plus the problem of wolves killing 

livestock and endangering the settlers brought about more meetings among the early 

settlers.  These meetings were to be known as the ñwolf meetings,ò although their main 

theme was predator discussion, the talk of local government was also prevalent.  Francis 

on Dr. McLoughlinôs encouragement became involved in the local politics.  He kept a 

sharp eye on the political scene for McLoughlin, and attended many of the functions as 

possible, probably even some of the ñwolf meetings.ò  On May 2, 1843 he and others met 

at Champoeg to form some kind of provisional government.  (My ancestor Joseph Barnaby also was 

present at these meetings. Chalk)  

 

Some of the Canadian elements were becoming convinced, not only of the need for an 

organization, but of the advantages but might come to them, if they joined in on a 
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provisional government.  They made McLoughlin and his people anxious to the outcome.  

The French-Canadians leaders were cautious and even hostile to the other factions even 

though they had some of their ranks who felt otherwise.  They were told to vote ñnoò on 

every proposal put forward by the Americans.   The memorable meeting of May 2, at 

Champoeg, was held on the open prairie near the Hudsonôs Bay Companyôs warehouse 

known as the ñgranary.ò Though there were perhaps only two Canadians to every three 

Americans, who were heads of families, and eligible to vote, the location of the meeting 

was in their favor and more of them attended because of it.  Three secretaries were 

chosen to take down the details of the gathering.  And after much debate and oratory, the 

First Provisional Government of Oregon passed by a majority of vote.  Francis 

Ermatinger and his employers lost a lot of ground that day.  The entire government was 

practically inactive the remainder of 1843 and the first months of 1844. 

 

On June 13, 1843 Francis and Catherine Ermatinger had a baby girl, whom they named 

Frances Maria.  Her baptism reads:  

 

ñThis 18 June 1843 we priest undersigned have baptized Franis (sic) Maria  Ermatinger 

born the 13
th
 of the present month, legitimate child of Francis Ermatinger, Esquire, Chief 

Trader of the Hudsonôs Bay Company and of Dame Catherine Sinclair, living at 

Vancouver.   The godfather has been John McLoughlin, Chief Factor of H. Bay Co. and 

the godmother Madame Marie Barclay, who have signed with us as well as several 

present. 

 

Marie Barclay (signed)        Frs. Ermatinger (signed)        Dugald Mactavish 

John McLoughlin (signed)  David McLoughlin (signed)   Forbes Barclay 

                                                                                            Ant. Langlois, priest 

                                                                                            (all signed)ò 

 

Fathers De Smet and Mengarini were in Oregon City that October and also at Fort 

Vancouver and it is possible that Francis saw both of them while they were in the area.  

They left on a barge loaded with supplies and accompanied by six Kanakas to the St. 

Maryôs Mission via Fort Walla Walla by mule train. 

The Willamette Falls is a natural waterfall on the Willamette River between Oregon City 

and West Linn, Oregon. It is the largest waterfall in the Pacific Northwest (2nd largest in 

the United States behind Niagara Falls) and the eighteenth largest in the world by water 

volume.  It spills about 40 feet over horseshoe-shaped basalt ridge.  Located 26 miles 

(42 km) upriver from the Willamette's mouth, a canal and set of locks allow vessels to 

pass into the main Willamette Valley. 

Native American legends taught that the falls were placed there by a great god so that 

their people would have fish to eat all winter. Many local tribes built villages in the area 

because of the abundance of salmon that could only pass the falls at certain water levels. 

Native Americans still harvest Pacific Lamprey at the falls each year in the early summer. 

Willamette Falls is a traditional fishing site for the Warm Springs Indians as well as other 

tribes.   
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"Coyote came to a place near Oregon City and found the people there very hungry. The 

river was full of salmon, but they had no way to spear them in the deep water. Coyote 

decided he would build a big waterfall, so that the salmon would come to the surface for 

spearing. Then he would build a fish trap there too. First he tried at the mouth of Pudding 

River, but it was no good, and all he made was a gravel bar there. So he went on down 

the river to Rock Island, and it was better, but after making the rapids there he gave up 

again and went farther down still. Where the Willamette Falls are now, he found just the 

right place, and he made the Falls high and wide. All the Indians came and began to fish." 

Near the mouth of the Clackamas River, there once stood an old, moss-covered, 

seemingly dilapidated house 300 feet long. In it lived the entire Clackamas Indian tribe. 

The Indians along this portion of the Wal-lamt, or Willamette River were hosts to the 

hundreds of migrating Molallas, Calapooyas, Multnomahs, Teninos, and Chinooks who 

came each year to catch salmon at Hyas Tyee Tumchuck -- what white men named 

Willamette Falls. The Indians' permanent marks can still be seen in petroglyphs at the 

base of the falls on Black Point. http://www.octa-trails.org/learn/people_places/articles_oregon_city.php 

Lewis and Clark make many references to the "falls of the Multnomah" and the Indian 

tribe which lived there. The first white man to take an interest in the Willamette Falls 

area was Alexander Ross of the North West Company in 1815, who recognized that the 

falls could supply reliable, year-round power to mills along the river banks. The falls were 

a major salmon fishing location.  John McLoughlin made a claim at the falls in the name 

of the Hudsonôs Bay Company in 1829.  Oregon City was established in 1842 near the 

east end of the falls. Later the falls furnished the power for a lumber mill (1842), a flour 

mill (1844), a woolen mill (1864), and the first paper mill in the Pacific Northwest 

(1867).  

In 1840 a Methodist Mission established itself in the Oregon City area, and in 1867 the 

paper mill opened. The Methodists and McLoughlin would be at odds for a dozen years, 

driven more by strength of personality than by the soon mooted battle for political 

supremacy in Oregon City. 

McLoughlin surveyed and laid out the town site of Oregon City in 1842, replacing the 

commonly used name of Willamette Falls.  Oregon City has always been a natural place 

of commerce, a narrow spot in the river valley where Indians came together to trade and 

fish and where whites found abundant and dependable power for mills and generators. 

The first business, the American Store, was established in 1840 by Captain Couch, who 

represented J.P. Cushing of Massachusetts. In 1843, Francis Pettygrove opened his Red 

Store.  In 1844, the HBC opened a store at Oregon City. The three stores were founded in 

response to the increasing numbers of Oregon Trail immigrants who needed to be 

resupplied to start their farms.  In 1844, Oregon City was incorporated by the Oregon 

Provisional Government, making it the oldest American city west of the Rocky 

Mountains.  It soon had 500 residents, 2 churches, 2 saloons, a newspaper, 75 houses, 2 

blacksmiths, 2 coopers, 2 cabinet makers, 2 hatters, 2 silversmiths, and 4 tailors to 

resupply and properly clothe the new settlers. Oregon City was the first capital of 

Oregon. The Provisional and Territorial Governments met there from 1844 to 1853, when 

http://www.octa-trails.org/learn/people_places/articles_oregon_city.php
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the capital was moved to Salem. Other firsts for Oregon City included the first newspaper 

(1846), mail delivery (1846), jail (1845), library (1845), and debating society (1842) west 

of the Rocky Mountains.  Oregon City was the end of the Barlow Road and the Oregon 

Trail. The Oregon City Post Office was established in 1847.  In the 1840s and '50s, 

Oregon City became rich from the gold discovered in California. Merchants plying the 

coastal runs and canny citizens who knew an opportunity when they saw one sold lumber 

and wheat to boomtown residents for up to a thousand times what it cost to buy in 

Oregon. Gold dust flowed north into Oregon in such quantities that the Provisional 

Government had to authorize the minting of coins in Oregon City to keep the economy in 

order. California gold paid for a dozen fine mansions built along the rim of the bluff 

above Willamette Falls.  Oregon City has been drowned by eight major floods since its 

founding. The last was in February, 1996. Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia; U.S. Forst Service, Gifford Pinchot 

website, 2006, a Clackamas Chinook legend; http://columbiariverimages.com/Regions/Places/willamette_falls.html; http://www.octa-

trails.org/learn/people_ places/articles_oregon_city.php 

Along the northern edge of McLoughlin's town site was the land claim of George 

Abernethy. He was a steward of the Methodist Mission from 1840 to 1844. He supervised 

their granary and operated a mercantile business. He invented and circulated "Abernethy 

rocks" -- flints inscribed with his initials and backed by his high standing -- for making 

change due to the lack of circulating currency. From 1845 to 1849 he served as 

Provisional Governor, the first man to be elected governor of Oregon. Abernethy Green, 

a grassy meadow just above his house, was the marshaling point for new arrivals, both 

those arriving by raft from Fort Vancouver and overland via the Barlow Road. 

Linn City (originally Robins Nest) was established across the Willamette from Oregon 

City.  After Portland was incorporated in 1851, quickly growing into Oregon's largest 

city, Oregon City gradually lost its importance as the economic and political center of the 

Willamette Valley. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willamette_River 

  
 

http://columbiariverimages.com/Regions/Places/willamette_falls.html
http://www.octa-trails.org/learn/people_%20places/articles_oregon_city.php
http://www.octa-trails.org/learn/people_%20places/articles_oregon_city.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willamette_River
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ñErmatinger was an ideal man to have running the Companyôs stores in Willamette Falls, 

and to reside there in the little community which McLoughlin eyed so jealously.  Francis 

was liked and trusted by the mountain men who had settled in the Willamette Valley.  

The missionaries, Wyethôs men who settled there, and any number of adventuresome 

souls who encountered Ermatinger along the Snake River, remembered his courtesy and 

kindness.  The old Doctor knew very well what he was doing when he pleaded with 

Francis to ñcarry through some important works at Willamette Falls.ò  McDonald, p258-259 

 

 ñWhile Ermatinger faithfully followed McLoughlinôs instructions at Willamette Falls, he 

became increasingly conscious of the Doctorôs personal interests taking precedence over 

the Hudsonôs Bay Companyôs operating policies.  It was painful Ermatinger.  He had no 

love for the ñGreat Peopleò as he often called the Governing Committee in London, and 

he was resentful toward the duplicity of Simpson.  But Francis was a stickler for 

ñmoralityò and when he saw a man he admired and loved like afather begin to exhibit 

signs of deviousness toward their mutual employer he was faced with a moral crisis of his 

own.ò  McDonald, p264  Dr. John McLoughlin was later relieved of his command, after which 

he retired from the Hudsonôs Bay Company, and applied for United States citizenship. 

 

 
Lt. Warre doesnôt seem to have included Francis Ermatingerôs house in 

this etching. It should be in front of the church with the steeple. 
 From The White-Headed Eagle John McLoughlin, Richard G. Montgomery 
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Oregon City, Oregon Territory about 1850. From ñRoyal Family of the Columbia ïDr. 

John McLoughlin and His Family,ò Alberta Brooks Fogdall, Ye Galleon Press Fairfield, 

Washington, 1978 

 
                                                                            X 

                      Above the X is Francis Ermatingerôs flat roofed house 

 

Francis wrote to Edward: 

 

80 miles up the river       Willamette Falls 4th April 1844 

ñMy Dear Edward 

    I received your letters of the 26th & 27th March, with three others you wrote to me 

enroute, and I have put off answering them until this moment, being fully determined to 

cross the mountains, and had actually gone the length of packing my portmandeau, but 
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the Doctor pleaded his case so hard that he prevailed upon me to remain and carry 

through some important works he is getting made here. 

 

This place is claimed by the old gentleman and he has done much for it.  He took one 

mile square and has laid a town out.  His lots 66 feet X 100, he sells for 100 dollars, but 

altho he has sold many, he has not received the first penny. His outlay is very great - at 

present we have upwards to 60 houses.  There are five stores and very soon there will be 

three saw, and two grist, mills under way.  The principal thing however is still wanting, 

that is a good market for lumber and farm produce. If we find one the country may thrive 

and this place will become valuable.  I have been here since last July and have passed my 

time agreeable enough.  And it is to complete the mills, canals & roads that the Dr. 

prevailed upon me to remain.  We are getting the church built, and have methodist 

missionaries enough here, but I cannot go to their meetings.  Wallar [sic], the pastor of 

this town, I look upon as an hypocritical, canting, and mercenary fellow, and a man who 

has brought just contempt upon himself.  He posted a notice full lies the other day, that he 

should claim this place in his own right, and called upon the people, to resist Mr. 

McLoughlin, who was a British subject, he said, could hold no land in the United States 

territory.  This may be true, but the yambling manner [in which] the fellow went about it 

make me despise him.  I have not laid claim to any location yet, nor do I think I will: 

first, I am not so sanguine that the country will ever succeed and, secondly, I would not 

be troubled with it if I was.  If Oregon is a fair example of settling new countries in the 

States, I will go east.  We are in continual altercations here about one man jumping 

anotherôs claim.  So much for Willamette Town, of which I have been chosen one of the 

Aldermen. 

 

    I was gratified to find that you wrote me last year in better spirits than the year before, 

and you did well to draw upon my account, if doing so could in the smallest degree aid 

you in our business.  I fancy the Company do not owe me much now, but by bargains &c. 

&c. I managed to raise 1000 dollars here to pay my expenses, if I had gone back to visit 

you.  It is hard to get this money upon the Companyôs books; but I will make it turn to 

account in some way.  What my commission will bring us in, I have no idea, but I think it 

must be under L300 Per An.  The Columbia trade is getting from bad to worse, and upon 

the other side it is not much better.  The Americans are scattered all over this country, 

from Fort George to the Cascades, and, as we may expect the emigration to encrease, the 

fur trade must fall to nothing.  Besides, the price of Beaver is falling, owing to the use of 

silk.  Yet all this does not trouble me.  I am so much against the service that I would not 

grieve should I never draw a cent from it - and as soon as my four years are out I think it 

likely that I will make arrangements to quit the concern.  They cannot bother me any 

more, I got my Tradership with such a bad grace, that I will not depend upon any 

promises for a Factorship.  Keep up your spirits and I trust we can do yet.  At least, I have 

a few years for myself.  If the two governments would settle the Oregon question, I could 

judge better what to do. 

 

    Mrs. Ermatinger has enjoyed good health since we were married, and is at present 

employed nursing a stout girl of little more than nine months old.  She is a very healthy 

child - and carries the name of Frances Maria.  She is really a fine child and I must place 
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myself, if she lives, where she can be educated.  Here, I presume, it will be impossible to 

do so for many years to come. 

 

    With respect to Lawrence, I am at a loss what to advise.  I wish him to have a chance 

to gain a living; but if he is worthless, it will be impossible.  To send him here would I 

think cut off all hope, but perhaps he could be apprenticed to a trade in the States, where 

if he does well, and I am able, I will assist him.  Do for the best - you have him with you 

and can best judge his disposition.  I have not heard from Archy since I received your 

letter so cannot say what he thinks of Ranald.  He has, I heard, been sick, and this was 

one excuse to prevent my crossing the mountains, lest it should be necessary to send me 

to relieve him at Colvile. 

 

    I believe Tod sent you an order to draw a thousand pounds.  If you draw it I hope you 

will keep it so that it will be available to him when he wants it.  I saw Tod last spring and 

he mentioned this sum to me.  Not [page torn] however with distrust, but I would 

perceive that your letters of the spring before had made an impression upon him.  With 

respect to yourself you must, in the mean time, make the best arrangements you can for 

me.  At the same time, if there is to be a loss, I would rather that the whole should fall 

upon me than any of your friends should lose a shilling.  Cheer bear disappointment with 

the best grace we can. 

 

Mrs. Ermatinger joins me in love to you and sister, and believe me to be 

 

My Dear Edward   Your Affectionate Brother Frs. Ermatinger 

E. Ermatinger, Esq. 

 

    My house is like a public one, the boors here are continually entering sans ceremony 

and it is with difficulty that I can get a moment to myself to write, or do anything else.ò 

 

June 16, 1844 ñMr. Frank Ermatinger (Chief Trader) and his wife arrived from 

Willamette Falls.ò Private Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., page 1. 

 

Sept. 19, 1844 ñMr. Harvey came down here from the Mill very unwell, and Mr. Peers is 

to remain on the Plain until he recovers.  The Barge left again for the Falls, with a large 

supply of goods consigned to Mr. Ermatinger.  Letters arrived from Nisqually, but no 

news.  Weather beautifully clear and warm.  The Settlers have again returned to the 

Wallamette.ò Private Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., page 5. 

 

The 1844 Tax Book of Willamette Falls, Oregon shows: 

 

Francis Ermatinger, with watches valued at $16.00, mules at $60.00, cattle at $350.00, 

with the total valuation of $426.00 and that he paid a tax of $1.03.  Of course most of 

Francisô salary was going to his brother Edward in St. Thomas, Ontario. 

 

ñSept. 23, 1844 ñIn the afternoon Mr. A.[ngus] McDonald arrived with the Returns of the 

Snake Country in one boat.  He brings intelligence that a large party of Emigrants from 

the United States are on their way to this place, and may be expected about the same time 
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as last year.  Blowing very heavy all day from the E.ò Private Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia 

River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., page 6.  The next day Lowe wrote that ñThe Easterly Gale still 

continues with unabated force, and the dust is flying in all directions, a fire broke out at 

the end of the (Camas) plain, and all the men to be mustered to extinguish it.ò   The 26
th
,  

ñEasterly gales all day.  In the evening rode out with Mr. (James) Douglas and Mr. 

Roberts to observe the fire which had originated in the Camas Plain, and which has now 

spread as far in this direction as the Little River on this side of the 1
st
. plain.  A party of 

men set to watch the Barn behind, and another the Barn on the lower plain.  Carting water 

all night.  A Watch set at the Fort.  I had the morning Watch. (The Methodist 

missionaries has threathened to burn down Fort Vancouver and soon a fire broke out that 

is described by the Scot, Thomas Lowe in his journal. 

 

27
th
, Friday.  Early this morning a report was brought that fire had broke out in the lower 

plain and that the Barn there was in imminent danger.  Mr. McDonald and Mr. David 

accompanied Mr. Douglas to the place, and succeeded with a party of men and Indians in 

smothering it.  All the men were turned out about 1 oôclock in the morning, and 

distributed into different parties to guard against an outbreak of fire from the woods, 

which now in a blaze all round.  Most of the men were employed all morning about the 

Fort Hill, settin the grass on fire, ploughing the ground, and taking other precautions to 

prevent the fire running when it emerged from the woods.  While much of the men were 

so engaged, a spark from the woods behind set the Barn ablaze, when there was only an 

Indian present, and in an instant the whole was in flames.  The few who were in the Fort 

immediately got wet Blankets ready, and put themselves in positions where the sparks 

could be most easily extinguished.  Meantime Mr. Douglas, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. K. 

Logan accompanied by all hands from the Old Fort Hill made all haste to the Barn and 

did all they possibly could in extinguishing the fire, which by this time had run to the 

camp and set the garden fences of Baronôs and Mrs. Latteyôs house on fire, as well as the 

Orchard adjoining the Fort garden.  Dr. Barclay, Mr. Roberts and I were in the Fort when 

the fire broke out.  The Dr. went to the orchard, Mr. R. was employed putting out the 

burning grass that surrounded the school rooms, and I mustered a party to protect the 

clover field next the Fort, which had caught in several places, and after leaving some men 

to perform the duty, I took charge of the party at the Barn, and remained there till the 

afternoon, when little danger was to be apprehended from it, and then under Mr. D.s 

(Douglas) directions employed a good many men and Indians in burning a broad strip in 

the stubble fields from the Barn to the waterôs edge, to prevent the fire which was 

approaching from the Old Fort Hill from running into the clover field next the Fort.  All 

hands were on the move the whole night, firing the grass and looking after the fires.   The 

ladies of the Fort and all the children crossed to the other side of the River, immediately 

after I had taken down the papers and money, for although they had strict injunctions to 

remain, fear had so taken possession of them, that they pulled themselves across without 

any assistance from our men, several of whom deserted with their families and property 

during the time of the fire was at its height.ò Private Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas 

Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., page 6 

 

ñ28
th
. Saturday.  The woods around presented an awful appearance this morning, but all 

immediate danger is now removed, and I was sent across the River, to bring back the 

women and children, whom I found quietly encamped directly opposite the Fort. We 
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have heard that both the Saw and Grist Mills, as well as the Mill Plain have been visited 

by the fire, and that the sheds on the plain have had a narrow escape.  Mr. Harvey and 

Mr. Peers are in charge there, and with the assistance of the Indians, have succeeded in 

preserving everything as yet.  Messrs. D.[avid] McLoughlin and [Angus] McDonald are 

in charge of the party at the lower plain, where they have also had plenty of employment.  

Most of the men engaged cutting the grass in the garden, and watching the fires.ò 

 

29
th
. Sunday. ñThe air is full of smoke, and has been since this time last week, and the 

stumps and trees are still burning in the woods.  In the afternoon I was sent up to sleep at 

the Grist Mill, and take every precaution to insure it against fire.  I first rode up by the 

upper toad past the old Fort Hill, but found it so blocked up with burnt and fallen timber 

that I was obliged to take the lower road along the River side.  At the end of the plain I 

found Mr. Roberts with a party of men stationed to protect the shed, as the fire was only a 

short distance back in the woods.  I arrived at the Grist Mill I arrived at the Grist Mill 

about an hour before dark, and to my delight discovered that the fire was nearly a mile 

off, and as the night was calm there appeared little danger.  The six men that were there I 

divided into watches, and erected a ladder to reach the roof of the mill, and took every 

precaution in my power.  The fire did not approach nearer during the night, and early in 

the morning, I rode up to the Mill . 

 

30
th
. ñPlain where I found Mr. Peers.  The woods had been on fire all round, and several 

parts of the Plain had been burnt.  The sheds of grain escaped narrowly, the straw around 

one having actually been burned to the very base of the Stack.  The men were very active, 

and the large number of Indians who were fortunately encamped there at the time 

rendered important services.  Mr. P.[eers] and I rode down together to the Saw Mill, the 

road to which was rather dangerous, as the trees were still falling.  We met Mr. Harvey 

near the Hill, and breakfasted with him.  The men were all busily employed removing the 

fences around, and carrying them to the Rivers edge.  As the weather was calm and the 

grass and underwood green, there did not appear much danger to the houses, unless the 

wind should blow down the River.  After breakfast Mr. H. rode down with me to the 

Grist Mill, from whence I proceeded to the Fort.  I arrived there in the forenoon, and 

found most of the people going on with their customary employments.  An examination 

was made today of  the Canadians who deserted during the time the fire was raging, and 

fled to the opposite side of the River.  Beaudoin one of them was put in irons, and after 

receiving a severe reprimand was liberated, making many promises of amendment.  

Monique, Barron, Bayfield and two or three half-breed lads, who were the other 

deserters, only were blamed for running away, but nothing done to them.  The Indians 

who assisted have been well paid to day, and appear satisfied.  Weather fine.  No rain.ò 

 

October 1
st
, Tuesday. Two Kanakas (Tova and Samohomoho) who broke into the 

depense when the barn took fire, were apprehended and examined to day, and being 

found guilty Tova received 15 lashes at the Gun, and the other ten, and were afterwards 

put in confinement.  Parties of men were still kept watching the fires in the woods, which 

continue to burn, but not fiercely as the weather is calm.ò 
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2
nd
, Wednesday.  Most of the work about the Fort going on as usual.  About 10 oôclock at 

night it rained for about an hour which will do much good.ò 

 

3
rd

, Wednesday.  Weather fair and the air free from smoke, and all danger from fire is 

now ended.  Mr. Douglas rode up in the afternoon to the Plain, and brought down Mr. 

Peers with him. 

 

4
th
. Friday  About 4 this morning Dr. McLoughlin arrived from the Wallamette, where he 

has been for the last 5 weeks.  The Wallamette Settlement and Jallatine (Tualatin) Plains 

had also been overrun with fire, and a good deal of damage done to cattle, as well as 

grain.ò Private Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., page 6-7. 

 

Sept. 3, 1844 ñIn the forenoon Mr. Wm. McKay arrived from the Wallamette Falls, and 

as the Court sits there tomorrow he was sent by Mr. Ermatinger to bring Mr. McTavish, 

whose claims had been taken possession of  by an American who is to be tried for so 

doing.  Mr. McTavish therefore set off with him again in the afternoon as his presence 

there may be of use.  The day has been fair, but very close. 

 

ñ5
th
. Tuesday.  Mr. Peers started in the forenoon with 3 men for Umpqua of which he is 

to take charge, Mr. Fraser (who has been here since 11
th
. October) being appointed to 

succeed Mr. McDonald at Colville.  Mr. McBean and family arrived from the Wallamette 

Falls being too unwell to attend to business.  He has been for the last 6 weeks assisting 

Mr. Ermatinger to post up the Books of the Companyôs Shop at the Falls.  Heavy showers 

at intervals during the day.  The Cadboro is at the Cowlitz River. 

 

ñ6
th
. Wednesday.  In the Evening Mr. McTavish returned from the W. Falls, bringing 

with him Mrs. Ermatinger, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Lovejoy and several Kanakas from the 

Methodist Mission who are to go to Woahoo (Oahu).  Still raining heavy.ò Private Journal kept 

at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., page 8. 

 

ñ19
th
. Tuesday.  Mr. David McLoughlin left in a Boat for the Wallamette Falls with his 

mother and Mrs. Ermatinger, to return again in few days. Fair. 

 

ñ29
th
. Friday.  The late heavy rains have swollen both the Columbia and Wallamette 

River to an unusual height, and we heard today that Mr. Pettygroveôs house at the 

Wallamette Falls had been washed away, that Dr. McLoughlinôs two mills there were in 

great danger, the water having risen to the windows, and that another boat with Wheat 

has been lost.   Rode out in the afternoon.ò  

 

ñ30
th
. Saturday.  St. Andrewôs day.  I have to day attained my 20

th
 year.  Mr. Grahame 

who is in charge of the Sale Shop in the absence of Mr. David McLoughlin, began to take 

the Shop Inventory yesterday and finished this afternoon.  Several of the men who were 

to have accompanied Capt. Humphreys to the N.W. Coast, returned this evening from the 

Cowelitz Farm with the Boat, having been taken unwell on the trip.  They brought papers 

from, Woahoo which were on board the Chinamis, Captain Couch, who is in his way to 

this place, having some, Molasses on board for the Company.  We have intelligence by 

her that Texas has been annexed to the United States.  The Woahoo a/cs for Outfit 1844 
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have also been received.  Raining heavily and incessantly the whole day and night.ò Private 

Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., pages 9-10. 

 

ñ25
th
. Wednesday (1844)  Christmas.  Showery, Holyday to all hands.  Most of us went 

out shooting.  Divine Service in the Church, forenoon and afternoon.  Had a card party in 

Dr. McLoughlinôs room in the evening, and a Supper afterwards. 

 

26
th
. Thursday.  A Holyday also.  Another card party, and a dance in Bachelorôs Hall.  

Barge returned from Chenmus. 

 

31
st
. Tuesday.  In the afternoon Dr. McLoughlin arrived from the Wallamette Falls, 

accompanied by Mrs. McL. and Mrs. Ermatinger.  Shortly afterwards Mr. Joseph 

McLoughlin arrived from the Wallamette.  The people engaged erecting a new Belfry, 

the Bell being placed at the top of a spar 45 feet above ground the butt end of which was 

placed in a large cask of salt water in order to preserve it from decay.  It is placed behind 

the small Granary, near the North pickets.  This being the last day of the year, the men 

got a regale of beef and flour, also a half pint of Rum.  Heavy rains all day.ò Private Journal 

kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., pages 11. 

 

Feb. 4, 1845 ñTuesday. Mizzling rain all day.  Wind S.E.  Mrs. Ermatinger arrived today 

from the W. Falls.ò   Lowe, p. 13 

 

Willamette Falls 23d March 1845 

ñMy Dear Edward 

 

I received your two letters of the 26th March and 9th April 1844 - and they afford me 

much pleasure.  To learn that business was more successful with you was gratifying - and 

I sincerely hope that you may continue to prosper.  With respect to myself, I really 

believe that I never was doomed for happiness, and circumstances have occurred that 

make me regret that I got married in this country.  I have been disgusted with the service 

many years past and am becoming more so daily, yet lack resolution to leave it - much 

may depend upon my own unfortunate mind.  Something does not [sic] the country is not 

now what it was when you saw it.  Immigrations have been pouring in and a town has 

sprung up here of some size.  We have four mills at work, one of them, from England (I 

am told the Drôs) which can turn out from 80 to 100 barrels of flour daily, if it could be 

kept in wheat.  The Methodists have built a church - and the Catholics are putting one up 

upon a grand scale.  With all this business, I have more or less to do, and with the society 

of the place, which adds nothing to my content.  Mrs. E. is too young to be of much use 

to me and has not been brought up in a school for good house wives.  She may improve, 

in the mean time I want the happiness of a well conducted house.  Another thing we are 

kept too close to the family and I am anxious for a removal.  If things do not go on better 

and I retire to St. Thomas, it is not certain that I will take her with me.  This is between 

ourselves, and rest assured that if I do not the fault shall not be mine.  I applied for leave 

to cross this spring and promised the Dr. that I would not come back again.  But he said, 

he could not grant it and promised he would do his best to remove [me] to another part.  

This is all humbug.  He is at a loss for one to put here and my feelings are out of the 

question.  My heart is heavy.  Last year I was appointed to succeed Archy, at Colvile, and 
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have been ordered to move twice.  Once we went the length of packing up, yet, at the 

moment I was about to embark, the order was countermanded.  What with the store, 

mills, and building here, I have business enough to keep me and two clerks constantly 

employed, and I do my best to do it well, and believe me they know so.  But the Doctorôs 

policy with the infernal lawless rascals about us is so counter to my feelings, that it is, 

another course of satisfaction to me.  Then we have our political parties, which run high 

and threaten destruction to all order.  There are two parties - the Hudsonôs Bay and the 

Methodist Mission - and I have daily to endure the vile slang of the latter.  They have 

even gone the length to threaten to burn Vancouver.  Upon the whole, I have no taste for 

a new country, and if the Americans who come here are a fair sample of their law and 

order, neither should I desire to live in what they call a free country. 

 

    With respect to Lawrence, you must do your best; in the mean time, and if we find that 

he will not do any good for himself, he must come here.  To try to make a gentleman out 

of him would be a folly, indeed for nothing gentlemanly can come of the tribe.  Yet if 

they can be made useful something will be accomplished.  Where is there one, who has 

spent more upon his family than our friend, the Doctor?  Yet what comfort has his boys 

been to him?  John has been taken from him - a victim of his disposition - and David 

remains a youth without the first principal [sic] of duty and honor.  He would not care if 

his father was called tomorrow, if he was certain to get his money.  He is good looking 

and that is all that can be said of him.  He was placed with me this spring.  But when I 

sent him off to Vancouver I told his father that he must not be sent back to do business 

with me.  You may judge that it was not upon a trifle that I would do so to any father.  I 

feel for the old gentleman. 

 

    Money matters scarcely ever enter my head these times, and I do not know how I stand 

with the Company, but I fancy about square.  My commission, I think, will not increase 

my fortune largely nor is there much prospect of the dividends increasing.  However, by 

the account from London, which has already reached us per the ship this spring, I see that 

there was money enough ahead to meet the Draft you gave out, and this year I have paid 

for all the supplies I took in the country Transfers, so that I am clear of debt.  I have no 

idea what 1842 will give me, but scarcely think it will exceed L200.  I think I did wrong, 

that I did not leave the country 8 years ago.  Now I scarcely know what to do.  To go to 

Canada and become a farmer for a living will not [do] - yet if their honors will give me 

two or three years of leave of absence, as they have done many others, I will leave the 

service and depend upon the chance a living.  Of course, your success will influence me 

some.  Your letter of 1843 was written in such low spirits that I could not think of 

leaving.  Last year they were more encouraging and if they continue to be so I shall make 

up my mind.  In the mean time, I wish to be prepared for the worst, and if misfortune 

should reach you, to stand prepared to render what assistance I can.   

 

    Our little daughter is growing a lively child.  She and the mother have been off some 

time to Vancouver and the education of the child costs me much serious thought.  The 

schools got up here are such a mixt nature, and the mere teaching a child to read and 

write I look upon as nothing.  I want a good moral education, and the mothers of this 
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country have not themselves been well enough brought up to attend to it.  It is true they 

are much better than they were; still, to my ideas, are awfully deficient. 

 

    Mr. McDonald wrote me that he should go your way, if so I fancy he will take this, and 

he can describe this place - with all its prospects, laws and lawmakers, as he was at the 

meeting of our legislators.  I wish him success and he has my good will and friendship, 

go where he will. 

 

    Give my love to Mrs. Ermatinger and with every prayer for yours and her happiness I 

am   My Dear Edward    Yours Affectionately   Frs. Ermatinger 

 

    I scarcely know what I have written.  The express has been off some days but I took a 

sudden desire to follow it and did not write a letter until the last minute.  Mr. McLoughlin 

and I have had a correspondence upon the subject of my leaving but he would not grant 

permission, and at one moment I was nearly going off in spite of all authority.  The truth 

is Edward, between ourselves, I do not think that I can remain here or near Vancouver 

with honor to myself.  Let this suffice for the present.ò 

 

March 29, 1845 ñMr. (Richard) Grant was married this afternoon to Mrs. Kittson (Helene 

McDonald) in the Hall, at which we all were present.  Dr. McLoughlin left this afternoon 

in a canoe for the Wallamette Falls, accompanied by Mrs. Ermatinger.  The Vancouverôs 

crew employed rigging a stage.  Fine fair day.ò  Lowe, p. 15. 

 

May 17, 1845.  ñSaturday.  Fine weather.  Pore Desmit (Pierre De Smet) arrived in the 

afternoon from Nez Percis, bringing the document sent by Mr. MacTavish from Colville, 

as also papers from New Caledonia and Thompsonôs River.ò 

 

ñ18
th
. Sunday.  Fine warm day.  Musquitoes have made their appearance today for the 

first time this year.  The apples in the garden are now formed, and there is every 

appearance of a good crop of them.  Wild strawberries at table to day, the first of the 

season.ò Lowe, p. 17. 

 

May 29, 1845  ñThursday.  Rainy and cold.  Dr. McLoughlin and Mrs. Ermatinger  

arrived from the Wallamette.ò  Lowe, p. 17. 

 

June 15, 1845 ñSunday. Fair weather, but oppressively warm and close, a drying parching 

wind, blowing strong from the East.  Mr. Ermatinger arrived in the afternoon from the W. 

Falls.  Indians arrived in the evening with letters from Nisqually, with the melancholy 

intelligence of Chief Trader Raeôs death at San Francisco in Calefornia.  The Barque 

Cowlitz has arrived at Fort Victoria from Calefornia and Waahoo, and Mr. W. Sinclair , 

Mr. Raeôs assistant, had been dispatched from thence to this place via Nisqually, and is 

now on his way hither, having sent on the Indians ahead in order to break the news in 

some degree before he arrived.  The business in Calefornia is closed.ò 

 

ñ18
th
. Wednesday. Day fair and warm.  Mr. Wm. Sinclair arrived in the afternoon from 

Nisqually bringing the particulars of Mr. Raeôs death, by which it appears that in a fit of 

temporary insanity he shot himself, having previously instructed Mr. Forbes to wind up 
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the business.  Mrs. Rae has not come in the Cowlitz, being unwell.  This evening Mr. 

(James) Douglas accompanied the 4 Batteaux which were to transport Wheat from 

Cowlitz, and Mr. (Henry Newsham) Peers left in the green Boat for Fort George, of 

which place it is intended he shall ultimately take charge, although he is to return here in 

a few days.  A few peals of thunder.ò 

 

ñ19
th
. Thursday.  Mr. and Mrs. Ermatinger left this for the Falls in the forenoon, 

accompanied by W. Sinclair, who is to remain there.  We have had early potatoes at table 

for several days past.  River has fallen a very little.ò  Lowe, p18. 

 

ñ23
rd

. Monday.  Cowelitz began to unload.  Had green pease at table to day, for the first 

time this season.  Bathed with Mr. Roberts in the evening.  Beautiful warm weather.ò 
Lowe, p18. 
 

June 28, 1845 ñSaturday.  Day exceedingly warm.  About 9 oôclock in the evening the 

Interior Brigade consisting of  9 Boats in charge of Messrs. Tod and Manson started from 

here, accompanied by the Rev. Fathers Ravale (Anthony Ravalli) and Accolte.  The 

Barque Cowelitz saluted with 7 guns.  Much thunder and lightening in course of the 

night, and a little rain.ò  Lowe, p18. 

 

About the Thomas Lowe: 
"The Lowe family home was in Coupar Angus, Perthshire, Scotland. Thomas joined the Hudson Bay Company in 1840, aged 16, and 
served with them for the next decade. He was one of the original founders of Victoria, BC in June 1843 and was subsequently based at 

Fort Vancouver where he knew the Birnie family extremely well. The HBC Archives in Winnipeg have his journals from 1840 to 

1850 and there are frequent references to the Birnies in them..." 
 

"In 1849 Thomas married James Birnie's daughter Rose (sometimes called La Rose) and this was the main reason why he left the 

HBC. He joined the store-keeping business of Allan, McKinlay and Co. which had been established in Oregon City by two other ex-
HBC men, George Trail Allan and Archibald McKinlay, both former chief traders. Sadly, Rose died in September 1850 of lung 

disease (presumably TB). Thomas remained on very friendly terms with the Birnie family and James and Charlotte named their last 

child after him, Thomas Lowe Birnie, born on 12 August 1851. However, Thomas Lowe seems to have gradually lost interest in the 
land which James Birnie had given him at Cathlamet." 

 

"..in 1852 Thomas Lowe was sent to San Francisco to establish the new business of Allan, McKinlay and Lowe, Commission 
Merchants, later to be renamed Allan, Lowe and Company. Half the capital in the new company came from Allen, McKinlay and 

Lowe, and the other half from three sleeping partners, John Ballenden, James Grahame (married to Susan Birnie) and Alexander 

Caulfield Anderson." 
 

"In that same year, 1852, Thomas' younger brother, David, joined the Oregon City business as a clerk and in 1853 the youngest 

brother, James, joined Thomas in San Francisco. One of the business activities they engaged in was to sell salmon and potatoes from 
Cathlamet on behalf of James Birnie." 

 

"Between 1853 and 1860 Thomas and James alternated their time between the businesses in San Francisco and Oregon (David died in 
1858). Whilst the former flourished the later made big losses and in 1860 Thomas decided to call it a day. Alexander Caulfield 

Anderson's share in the business was transferred to shares in two Vitoria steamers, the Governor Douglas and Colonel Moody. James 

went to Victoria to establish a new business as Commission Merchants and Thomas joined him two years later, in 1862, when he had 
finally managed to wind up all their interests in Oregon." 

 

"Thomas and James remained in partnership in Victoria until 1870 when Thomas decided to retire, returning to Scotland in 1872. 
James remained in business with another partner in Victoria until 1874, moving back to San Francisco in 1876 and dying there in 

1879. Thomas lived on quietly in retirement in Coupar Angus until his death in 1912." Notes from Caroline Gurney, Oct. 

2002:Manuscript by Ben Holladay Dorcy, page 150. 
 

In the Elections of the 3
rd

 Provisional Government in 1845, Francis was elected the 

Treasurer of Oregon.  ñThe Factors at Ft. Vancouver had received sanction from the 

Committee to proceed with cooperation in the formation of an interim government, a step 

made easier for McLoughlin by the adoption of the Organic Law of 1845.  This body of 

provisions was in essence a state constitution, incorporating three branches of 



24 

 

government and providing for a Bill of Rights.   When he was elected to office on June 3, 

1845, so was James Abernathy, as governor, and James Willis Nesmith, as Supreme 

Judge.  Only two delegates had voted against Francis, Hill and Straight.  He was uneasy 

in his role as politician, not wanting to be in the middle of things.  ñIn his ambivalence, 

he excused his disloyalty to the Company and the British Government by bemoaning the 

expectations of McLoughlin, with whom he now had family ties.ò  McDonald, p264 

 

William Gray wrote about the elections of the Third Provisional Oregon Government: 

ñOn the third day of the session, the question as to the legality of allowing Francis 

Ermatinger to hold the office of treasurer came up, and it was finally decided that there 

were not sufficient grounds for contesting the election.  é I have no doubt, from the 

feeling and influence just then operating among the officers and servants of the company 

and English colonists (which subsequent events have proved), that they were laboring to 

divide the American influence, by coming in and appearing to act with us.  Ermatinger 

was popular among the Americans, and received the entire French vote, and was elected 

by the Legislative Committee.ò A history of Oregon, 1792-1849, drawn from personal observation 

and authentic information Gray, W. H. (William Henry), 1810-1889. 627 pages. (Portland, Oregon:New 

York : Harris & Holman ;American News Co., 1870.)  Currency issued by the Oregon Provisional 

Government in during this time was called ñErmatinger  money.ò ñDictionary of the American 

Westò, page 140, Winifred Blevins, 2001 
 

Through his duties Francis had gained a good insight on the new governments strengths 

and weaknesses.  He didnôt care much for the new government.  Meanwhile a breach 

between Governor George Simpson and Dr. McLoughlin had progressively widened.  

ñErmatinger was rather too intimate with Dr. McLoughlin to be pleasant to Sir Geo., ñ 

wrote George Roberts, ñhe was at the head of the Companyôs business at Oregon City 

and was a general favorite, I think, with the Americans.ò 

 

ñNot long after the Provisional Government was seated, McLoughlin moved to secure 

title to the territory around Fort Vancouver under the registration procedure set up by the 

new Constitution.  His motive or this is unclear, but in all likelihood he was loath to see 

the rich Vancouver farms slip from the British ownership when the headquarters of the 

Columbia Department moved to Vancouver Island, a transfer that had been in the works 

for some years.  McLoughlin resisted this move; finally in 1842 Simpson gave a direct 

order.  By 1845 Fort Victoria had become the chief repository of trade goods. 

 

Not surprisingly, McLoughlin had claimed one of the nine-mile-square parcels at Fort 

Vancouver in the name of Francis Ermatinger.   James Douglas also had a claim recorded 

in his name, as did several other HBC men.  Before the end of 1845, Ermatingerôs claim, 

the choicest of the nine, had been jumped by Americans, Hudsonôs Bay Company men 

drove off the first trespassers on the riverside land, now part of the city of Vancouver, 

Washington. The next, more persistent claim jumper was Amos Short. Ermatinger served 

him with a legal eviction notice.  Short killed two HBC employees as they tried to force 

him off ñErmatingerôsò land.  Short then thought it expedient to disappear for a time, but 

such was the climate for American prerogative that when Clark County, Washington was 

organized a few years later, Short was appointed Probate Judge.  He proceeded to have 

http://www.canadiana.org/ECO/mtq?id=81fb4687ef&doc=15167
http://www.canadiana.org/ECO/mtq?id=81fb4687ef&doc=15167
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his claim to the section recorded, and Short Park in downtown Vancouver today marks 

the center of Ermatingerôs briefly owned real estate.ò  McDonald, p265 

 

Here is how Francis Ermatingerôs claim is recorded: 

"Evidence for the United States in the matter of the claim of the Hudson's Bay Company 

pending before the British and American joint commission for the settlement of the 

Claims of the Hudson's Bay and Puget's Sound Agricultural Companies."  
In PABC, NW971H B862 (microfiche) Author, Hudsonôs Bay Co 

  

p.381 "Francis Ermatinger has this day recorded a land claim in Vancouver district as 

follows, to wit: Commencing at a tree on the north bank of the Columbia River, being the 

southwest corner of James Douglas' claim, following the said river downwards to another 

tree marked; thence about north one mile to another tree marked, thence to the northwest 

corner of James Douglas's claim, and from thence to the place of beginning, so as to 

include about 640 acres of land. And the claimant states that he holds the said claim 

without occupancy. Dated Oregon City, 10th October, 1845, J.E. Long, Recorder." [nananderson@shaw.ca] 

 

ñThe original inhabitant of what was to become Portland was William Johnson. He 

settled there in 1842, but he had no intent to establish a city and soon moved across the 

river to start a sawmill on Johnson Creek. On their way to Fort Vancouver in November 

1843, William Overton and Asa Lovejoy pulled their canoes ashore on the western bank 

of the Willamette long enough to claim 640 acres in Lovejoy's name. Overton became the 

proprietor for Lovejoy, who remained an absentee owner. He took half the claim as his 

payment and promptly sold it to Francis Pettygrove for $50. Pettygrove had been a 

successful merchant in Maine and was enjoying similar success in the Oregon Country 

running the Red House Store in Oregon City and a warehouse in Champoeg.  In 1844, he 

built a log house on what would become the Portland waterfront. 

 

Lovejoy and Pettygrove platted their new city in 1845. Both men wanted to name it for 

their respective hometowns. Following a ñmerry dinner partyò in the Oregon City home 

of Francis Ermatinger, an HBC employee and Treasurer of the Oregon Provisional 

Government, a penny was flipped.  Pettygrove won and saved future Portlanders from 

being known as New Bostonians. Portland's first settler was Captain John Couch, who 

built a wharf and allowed the young city to begin to live up to its name.ò 

http://www.endoftheoregontrail.org/road2oregon/sa33pdx.html   The penny flipped two out of three times at 

the Ermatinger House was minted in 1835 and now is exhibited in the Oregon Historical 

Society Museum in Portland, Oregon, 

 

http://www.endoftheoregontrail.org/road2oregon/sa33pdx.html
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Francis W. Pettygrove & Asa Lovejoy 
http://www.historicpreservationleague.org/mep_Ermatinger.php                           William Sinclair, Jr.                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                ñIn Search of Nahoway: Conflicting Family Traditions and  

                                                                                                                        the Question of Paternityò 

ñA note on the Pettygroves: 

Benjamin Stark Pettygrove,ðBorn in Portland, Oregon, Sept. 30, 1846, died at Port Townsend, March 7,1913,  aged 67 years. His 

father, Francis W. Pettygrove, settled on the Portland townsite several years before, and was one of the town projectors. He suggested 
the name and bestowed it, his partner in the enterprise favoring Boston instead. When this boy, this first white male child born there, 

came along, the question of sovereignty in Oregon was not settled between Great Britain and the United States, as far as known to the 

people of Oregon, though, as a matter of fact, it had been settled three and a half months before. A ship came in having on board a 
passenger named Benjamin Stark, who had a newspaper in which was the first report of the conclusion of the matter on the basis of 

the international boundary line on the 49th parallel. The Pettygroves were so pleased that they named their boy after this stranger. 

Streets in Portland are named Pettygrove and Stark. Benjamin Stark stayed there, became a prominent citizen, and represented the 
state in the U. S. Senate. The Pettygrove family removed to Port Townsend in 1 852, and were among the founders of that city. B. S. 

Pettygrove lived there almost sixty-one years. After a married life of nineteen years, his wife died in 1 893. They left one son.ò Pacific 

Northwest Quarterly, ñPioneer Dead of 1913ò, pages 20-24.  
 

Francis resigned as Treasurer of the Oregon government and was replaced by John H. 

Couch on March 4, 1846.  ñBrownôs Political History of Oregon ï Provisional Governmentò  James Henry Brown, 

Volume one, Wiley B. Allen, Pub., Portland, Oregon, 1892, page 292. 

 

Notes on Asa L. Lovejoy: 

Asa Lawrence Lovejoy (March 14, 1808 ï September 10, 1882) was an American pioneer and politician in the region that would 
become the U.S. state of Oregon. He is best remembered as a founder of the city of Portland, Oregon. He was an attorney in Boston, 

Massachusetts before traveling by land to Oregon; he was a legislator in the Provisional Government of Oregon, mayor of Oregon 
City, and a general during the Cayuse War that followed the Whitman massacre in 1847. He was also a candidate for Provisional 

Governor in 1847, before the Oregon Territory was founded, but lost that election. 

Lovejoy continued his political career during territorial period as a member of both chambers of the Oregon Territorial Legislature; he 

served as the first Speaker of the Oregon House of Representatives in 1849. He was also a delegate to the Oregon Constitutional 
Convention held in 1857 that paved the way for Oregon's entry into the Union. He was part owner of the Oregon Telegraph 

newspaper, and worked on railroad development in the Willamette Valley after leaving politics. Lovejoy Street in Northwest Portland 

and the Lovejoy Fountain in Downtown Portland are named in his honor. 

Lovejoy was born in Groton, Massachusetts, on March 14, 1808. His parents were Betsy Lovejoy (née Lawrence) and Doctor Samuel 

Lovejoy. In the Eastern United States, he attended college at both Cambridge College and Amherst College, before studying law and 
passing the Maine bar to become an attorney. After leaving Boston he moved west to Missouri, but left the bottom lands of that state 

for the unorganized Oregon Country due to poor health. Lovejoy first traveled to the Oregon Country in 1842 over the Oregon Trail. 

He was part of a wagon train led by Elijah White that arrived at the Whitman Mission in what is now eastern Washington State. 
During this trip he was briefly held captive with another immigrant by Native Americans before arriving at the Whitman's. At the 

mission, Lovejoy agreed to join Marcus Whitman on a trip to return east during the winter.  Lovejoy returned to Oregon in 1843, as 

part of the Great Migration that helped open up the Oregon Trail to large migrations, settling in the Willamette Valley. Upon returning 
to the region, Lovejoy set up a law practice in Oregon City, the seat of government during the Provisional government period. In 1843, 

Lovejoy and traveling companion William Overton split a claim to a 640 acres (2.6 km2) tract along the Willamette River.[6] This site 

would later become part of downtown Portland. Overton held the land, as Lovejoy settled elsewhere.  Overton soon sold his share to 
Francis Pettygrove and Lovejoy and Pettygrove held their famous coin toss in 1845 to decide the name of the city which was being 

platted on the claim. Each desired to name the area after his hometown. Pettygrove, from Portland, Maine, won the toss, and the town 

site became known as Portland, Oregon. The two would plat sixteen blocks of the town that year; Lovejoy later sold his stake to 
Benjamin Stark in 1845. Also in 1845, Lovejoy married Elizabeth McGary. They would have five children: William, Amos, Ada, 

http://www.historicpreservationleague.org/mep_Ermatinger.php
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asa_Lovejoy#cite_note-ohp-5
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Elizabeth, and Nellie. In 1846, he was the last administrator of the Ewing Young estate, whose death had precipitated the formation of 

the Provisional Government of Oregon.  

In 1844, Asa Lovejoy was elected to the Provisional Legislature of Oregon to represent Clackamas County. Lovejoy ran for the newly 

created office of governor that replaced the Executive Committee in 1845 with the adoption of the Second Organic Laws of Oregon. 
George Abernethy won the election after he received the most votes with 228, followed by Osbourne Russell with 130, William J. 

Bailey with 75, and finally Lovejoy with 71 votes.  Though he lost the election for governor, he was elected as mayor of Oregon City 

that year. Lovejoy returned to the legislature in 1846 and served as Speaker of the body. In 1847, Lovejoy ran against Abernethy for 
governor a second time. Lovejoy lost the election 536 to 520. From 1847 to 1848, he served as adjunct general during the Cayuse 

War, the war resulting from the Whitman Massacre. Lovejoy was elected in 1848 to what would be the final session of the Provisional 

Legislature, which was held in late 1848 into early 1849. However, Lovejoy now representing Vancouver District north of the 
Columbia River resigned before the session started. In September 1848, he traveled with a group to California during the California 

Gold Rush, but returned aboard the brig Undine in January 1849 after six weeks in California. During the same session he resigned 

from, he was selected by the Provisional Legislature as Supreme Judge of the government on February 16, 1849, but never served and 
the Provisional government was dissolved the following month with the arrival of the territorial government.  

Once the government of the Oregon Territory arrived in March 1849, a new legislature with two chambers was established. Lovejoy 
was elected to the first session of this legislature, first serving in the lower chamber Oregon House of Representatives. Representing 

Clackamas District again, he also became the first Speaker of the Oregon Territorial Legislature. In 1851, he returned to the 

legislature, serving in the upper chamber Council. The following year, he remained in the Council, but now elected as a Whig Party 
politician. In 1854, he was back in the House of Representatives, and in 1856 he served in one final session, now as a Democratic 

Party member. In 1857, Lovejoy represented Clackamas County at the Oregon Constitutional Convention in Salem. The convention 

created the Oregon Constitution in preparation for the territory becoming a U.S. state. Lovejoy, still a Democrat, served as the 
chairperson of the boundaries committee and also served on the committee responsible for matters concerning the legislature. The 

convention finished on September 18, 1857, and submitted the finished document to a vote of the public on November 9. This vote 

approved the Constitution and on February 14, 1859, Oregon entered the Union as the 33rd state. In his later years he was involved in 
a variety of business ventures in Oregon, including as a major shareholder in the Oregon Telegraph newspaper and vice-president of 

the Willamette Steam Navigation Company. Lovejoy died on September 10, 1882, at the age of 74 and was buried in the Masonic 
section at Lone Fir Cemetery in Portland. Lovejoy Street in Portland is named after him, and the character Reverend Timothy Lovejoy 

in The Simpsons is named after this street. The fountain at Lovejoy Fountain Park in downtown Portland is named in his honor.  From 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

In June of 1845 Governor Simpson instructed the board of management of the Columbia 

Department (McLoughlin, Ogden & Douglas) to close the store at Willamette Falls, and 

send Francis to another post.  Although the Companyôs property at Willamette was sold 

to McLoughlin, the Company continued a store for a little longer. 

 

Thomas Lowe wrote an interesting and detailed trip from Fort Vancouver throughout the 

settlements at and near Willamette Falls, Oregon, his journal is a treasure of Fort 

Vancouver and Willamette Valley tidbits that often mention, Francis & Catherine 

Ermatinger, and show what going on in Francisô world at that time.  I include many of 

these entries in full even though they did not directly refer to him: 

 

July 31, 1845, ñ[We left this place] at a quarter past four in the morning, and arrived at 

the Wallamette Falls at eight oôclock.   Took breakfast  at the Companyôs mess table 

there, and went through the town in the forenoon, visiting the Doctorôs Saw and Grist 

Mills, the latter is a splendid building, and has the finest machinery of any in the Country.  

Dined, and started at half past one on horseback to take a few days tour through the 

Settlement, accompanied by Wm. Sinclair, Mrs. Ermatingerôs brother.  Arrived at Tom 

McKayôs farm (about 15 miles from the Falls) at 4 oôclock, but finding him absent, 

proceeded onwards till we came to Dr. Baileyôs were we alighted and took tea.  

Remounted, and having rode two miles farther on arrived at Mr. Newellôs house, where 

we met Mr. McDonald who is in charge of the Companyôs Granary at Champooiak. (This 

McDonald might be either Angus (not the Chief Trader Angus but another, or Murdoch 

McDonald, both were laborers in this area at the time).   Here unsaddled our horses and 

turned them adrift for the night.  After remaining some time at Mr. Newellôs where we 
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had a second supper, we walked over to the Granary with Mr. McD.  To take up our 

quarters for the night.  We found him living in an old Wheat Binn, and preferred sleeping 

out side to lying down in his miserable hovel.  The Granary is on the East bank of the 

Wallamette River, and there was about 4000 bushels in Store then.  Slept soundly after 

such a long ride, Champooiak being about 30 miles from the Falls. 

 

ñAugust 1
st
.  Friday.  This morning we walked down to Mr. Newellôs where we took 

breakfast, after which he sent for his own horses and gave us the use of them for the day, 

so as those which we had rode from the Falls might have time to recruit.  Mr. McDonald 

accompanied us in our journey, to day, in the course of which we visited the Roman 

Catholic Mission where the Rev. Mr. (Modeste) DeMers and (Z.) Bolduc at present are, 

we then rode past the Farms of Picard, Champagne, Deslards, Gervais and Laderoute, 

from thence into the Big Plain where we made a circuit of a few miles, passing by 

Gingras, Dupoty,  McKayôs, Rodadeaus (Rondeau), Bonefantôs and Mastas, at which 

latter house we alighted and took dinner.  From Mastaôs rode straight across the Plain to 

the Catholic church which is building, then through a belt of wood to Waccan 

Umpprevilleôs, and proceeding onwards passed Quintal and Chalifouôs houses, from 

whence we once more came to the Mission, but did not stop as it was getting late.  When 

we arrived at Perreaultôs place, we found that Mr. Newell had sent our horses there to 

meet us, and as Mr. McDonald was to go home to Champooiak he took the horses which 

we had rode all day back to Mr. Newell, who had so kindly lent them to us.  We crossed 

the Wallamette River at Perraultôs in a scow in which we embarked with the horses, and 

mounting on the other side rode on to Mr. Joseph McLoughlinôs house, where we arrived 

at eight oôclock at night, and slept there.ò 

 

ñ2
nd
.  Saturday.  Started from Joeôs at 10 A.M. and crossed the Yam Hill River at (Louis) 

Labonteôs, where we were taken across in a canoe, but had to swim our horses.  Passed 

Cristmanôs and Howards, and went as far as Mathenyôs farm, from whence we returned.  

Two miles from Mathenyôs we came to George Gayôs house, where we alighted and had 

dinner.  Gay is an English sailor, has been about 15 years in the Country and now has a 

fine brick house, the only one as yet in the settlement, with a good well stocked farm.  

We arrived at Gayôs about 1 P.M. which is 12 miles from Joseph McLoughlinôs.  Our 

original plan was to have gone the length of (Jesse) Applegateôs, but this we found our 

horses were unable  to accomplish, and we had therefore to return from Gayôs and make 

the rest of our way to Joeôs before dark.  We passed by Howardôs, Ben Williamôs , 

Armstrongôs and Cook and Fletcherôs where we forded the Yam Hill River at the Falls, 

intending from thence to have gone direct to Clarke and Campbellôs claim, but receiving 

wrong directions, we made an unnecessary circuit of 6 miles, passing by Hubbardôs and 

Milliganôs, before arriving there.  Wm. Sinclair had received a horse from Mr. Campbell 

at the Wallamette Falls which he was to leave with Mr. Clarke and get a fresh one 

instead, but Mr. Clarke was unfortunately from home when we arrived, and as another 

could not be procured until his return, I had to leave William there for the night, and push 

on to Joe McLoughlinôs alone (about 6 miles farther on) where I arrived about 8 in the 

evening, and took up my quarters.  This was a pleasant day.ò 
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ñ3
rd
. Sunday  I waited at Joeôs until 10 oôclock, when Wm. Sinclair arrived with Mr. 

Clarke, at whose house he slept, and from whom he had procured a fresh horse.  We 

started half an hour afterwards, and having rode about 5 miles passed a solitary oak tree 

on the top of the Chikalem Hill, which serves as an excellent land mark, winding for 4 

miles along the ridge of these Hills, we came to an Americanôs house of the name of 

Thompson about ¾ mile on the right of the road, and proceeding a couple of miles 

onwards passed close to Dotyôs ï 3 miles farther to a new house building by one of the 

last yearôs Emmigrants, and then scouring along 6 miles of a marshy plain, we came to 

Mr. Hillôs house, which is 12 miles distant from Joe McLoughlinôs.  Here we remained 

for about 10 minutes, and had a mouthful of bread and water.  Reidôs house was 3 miles 

farther on, and another miles ride brought us to the first branch of the Fallaty River which 

we forded, and passed Hillôs house on the opposite bank of the left.  We had another mile 

to go before coming to the next branch, where there was a bridge, not far beyond which, 

on the left, we passed Smithôs house.  Had then to ride over 1 ı mile of prairie, 1 mile of 

wood, another mile of prairie before arriving at Mr. Blevinôs.  About a mile beyond his 

house we came to a third branch of the Fallaty, which also had a bridge across it.  

Another four miles of prairie brought us the Charles  McKayôs, near the crossing of the 

fourth branch of the Fallaty River, at whose house we alighted, and remained all night.  

He we found Tom Smith the deputy Sheriff, and Mr. Goodwin 1
st
 Mate of the Chinamus 

in search of some deserters from that vessel.  The day has been very warm and no 

breeze.ò 

 

ñ4
th
. Monday.  McKayôs being a central place in the FallatyPlains we took an early 

breakfast, and rode around to several of the Settlerôs houses and called upon David 

Munro and Mr. Burnett.  Took a luncheon at McKayôs house, and started for the 

Wallamette Falls (about 30 miles off) at noon.  Called upon Burns and Ebberts on our 

way, and arrived at the Falls about 4 P.M.  Charles McKay accompanied us, and had 

given us fresh horses, which he brought to the Falls to take Capt. Conel, Mr. and Mrs. 

Ricker to the Plains.  Fine warm weather.ò 

 

ñ5
th
. Tuesday.  This being the day on which the Oregon Legislature met, I took advantage 

of my being at the Falls to attend, and listened the whole day to their angry debates.ò 

 

After listen to the debates the next day and a visit to Joe McLoughlin he, ñStarted at 8 

P.M. from the Falls for Vancouver with Dr. McLoughlin in the canoe which brought us 

up.ò 

 

ñ7
th
. Thursday.  Reached the Fort at 6 in the morning and found all well.  Mrs. Roberts 

had been delivered of a first born son in our absence.  And on the 10
th
  Lowe wrote, 

ñVery Sultry.  John McLeod who was subject to fits of insanity, was found this morning 

dead in bed.ò 

 

ñ26
th
. Tuesday.  About 7 oôclock this morning we were agreeably surprised by the arrival 

of Chief Factor Ogden, Mr. Lane, and two English officers.  The party left Red River on 

the 15
th
, June, came on horseback as far as Colville, and from thence down the Columbia 

in a River Boat, having been 70 days on the trip.  Mr. Ogden who was formerly in charge 
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of New Caledonia, and went across the Mountains in the Spring of 1844, has since then 

been to Europe, and again returned to this department.  Mr. Lane who was Accountant at 

Red River comes to Vancouver to act in the same capacity, Mr. McTavish being 

appointed by the Governor and Council to the charge of Fort Victoria.  Mr. Lane says he 

has been promised by Sir George to go out in charge of the Express next Spring, being 

bethrothed to a Miss McDermont at Red River, whom he wishes to bring into the 

Columbia with him.  The two Officers are on leave of absence from their regiments, 

stationed in Canada, and have come it seems principally on a pleasure trip, although they 

are also furnished with instruments for making geographical surveys.  One named 

Vavassour (Mervin Vavasour), is a lieutenant, and the Ware (Henry James Warre)  

belongs to the 54
th
 Regiment, and is aide-de-camp to Sir Richard Jackson, Commander of 

the Forces of Canada.  They both intend to recross the Mountains with the Express next 

Spring, making Vancouver their head quarters for the winter.  Only 6 new men have been 

brought by the Party to the Columbia. No very important news from the East Side, the 

Oregon Question is in exactly the same state as before.  I received by this opportunity a 

Letter from home dated 26
th
. Jan. last, by which I was happy to learn that all was well 

there then.  Very rainy all day, with a thunder storm in the afternoon.ò Private Journal kept at Fort 

Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., pages 20-23. 

  
Bishop A.M.A. Blanchet of Nisqually (l.), Archbishop Francis Norbert Blanchet of Oregon City, and Bishop Modeste DeMers 

 

Sept. 11, 1845, ñThursday.  In the forenoon Mr. Douglas with two of his daughters, 

Lieutenants Warre and Vavassour, Mr. Roberts, Dr. Long, and Mr. Sangster left the Falls 

for Vancouver in the Green Boat, while Mr. Ogden, Mr. Ermatinger, and Mr. David 

McLoughlin went in a river boat.  Shortly afterwards I sent off Labelle with our luggage 

in a boat that was starting for Champooiack, with orders to pitch our tent near the 

Granary (about 20 miles up the Wallamette from the Falls) and have everything ready on 

our arrival.  After dinner Mr. (William) Peel, Capt. Parke and myself set out for 

Champooiac on horses hired from Mr. Ross.  We took Norman Henry one of the 

Companyôs men with us, to look after our horses on the trip, he had likewise 

accompanied Mr. Douglasô party through the Settlement.  In riding up the Hill at the 

Falls, Capt. Parke had the misfortune to hurt his leg severely by coming in contact with 

the projecting branch of a tree, which he did not however consider of so serious a nature 

as to oblige him to return to the Falls.  We arrived at Mr. (Robert) Newellôs  house about 

7 in the evening, alighted and took tea with him, then walked over to our tent at the 

Granary, accompanied by Mr. Newell and Mr. McDonald.  Being furnished with a Case 
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and Basket we passed a pleasant evening, and between 11 and 12 I returned with Mr. 

Newell to his house, whence I slept, the two Officers taking up their quarters in the tent.  

Fine day.ò Private Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., pages 25. 

ñ14
th
. Sunday.  Went to the Catholic Church in the forenoon, where we met Capt. Parke, 

who had rode up from the tent of with Mr. Newell.  Mr. Demers preached in English and 

Pere Vere Cruz in French to a numerous congregation, principally Canadian Settlers and 

their families.  Capt. Parke, Mr. Peel, Mr. McDonald, Tom McKay and myself dined with 

the Priests, but did not go to the afternoon service.  After dinner we mounted our horses 

at Yerstainôs and rode over to our camp at the Granary (about 4 miles distant) calling at 

Lucierôs on our way, where we had as many apples as we chose to eat, Lucier having the 

largest orchard in the Wallamette.  Had supper when we arrived at the tent, and sat up 

until a late hour over a flagon of wine, listening to Mr. Newell and Tom McKay relating 

their adventures in the Rocky Mountains, and ñfighting their battles over again.ò  The two 

Officers and I slept in the tent.ò 
 

ñ15
th
.  Monday.  Took an early breakfast, and sent the tent and all our luggage on board a 

wheat Batteau going to the Falls, in which Capt. Parke, Mr. Demers and Mr. Newell 

embarked, the Captainôs leg not being sufficiently recovered to risk a ride on horseback. 

Soon after their departure, that is about 10 oôclock, Mr. Peel and I having taken leave of 

Mr. McDonald and Tom McKay, started on our return, accompanied by Norman Henry, 

on the same horses we brought from the Falls, and which we had rode the whole trip.  

Overtook Mr. Lafamboise (Michel LaFramboise), who accompanied us to the Falls 

where he was going on business.  Met Pere de Vos on his way to the Catholic Mission, 

who informed us that Mr. Ermatinger had returned from the Fort, and that the canoe and 

Indians that brought him up, were waiting there to take us down.  Stopped some time at 

Tom McKayôs farm, which is about half way between Champooiac and the Falls, and had 

a delicious feast of water melons.  Arrived at the Falls about 2 oôclock in the afternoon.  

Mr. Newellôs bateau got down 4 hours after us.  Remained at Mr. Ermatingerôs until 11 at 

night, when Mr. Peel, Capt. Parke and myself embarked in our canoe for Vancouver, 

which we reached a little after breakfast next morning.ò Private Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia 

River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., pages 25. 

 

Sept 17, 1845. ñWednesday.  Beautiful warm weather.  Many cases of Fever and Ague 

amongst our men.  Mr. Lewes who has been up here for two days returned again this 

forenoon to his farm.ò 

 

ñ18
th
. Thursday.  Two boats arrived with Wheat from the Wallamette Falls, in which 

came Mr. William Sinclair, brother of Mrs. Ermatingerôs who has been for some time at 

the Falls, and Mr. Lafamboise an old Canadian who used to head the Companyôs trapping 

parties in Calefornia.  Warm and pleasant.ò 

 

ñ20
th
. Saturday.  This morning early Mr. Ogden again in his boat for the Wallamette, 

accompanied by Mr. Lane who is to return soon.  Several Americans came here to day 

and bought a large quantity of provisions , intending to go and meet the Immigrants from 

the States to whom they will be able to dispose of these provisions at a very high rate.  

General McCarver arrived in the evening.  Mr. K. Logan has been absent for two days 

taling an inventory of the Cattle for the purpose of furnishing a correct account of the 
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Hudsonôs Bay Companyôs stock here, in order to determine the amount of taxes payable 

to the Oregon Government.ò 

 

21
st
. Sunday.  Mr. (James) Douglas being absent, I had to officiate to day in the Hall, Mr. 

Grahame reading the lessons.  Beautiful warm weather.  Bathed in the River.  The 

Peaches, pears and apples are now perfectly ripe, and the garden abounds this season with 

the fruits, as well as with melons, grapes, etc.ò 

 

ñ24
th
. Wednesday,  Continued fine weather with every appearance of  its lasting for some 

time.  A Party of 18 Americans arrived at the Fort from above for breakfast, in two of the 

Companyôs boats, being part of this yearôs Immigration from the States.  The whole party 

when they started from Independence amounted they say to 3300 men, women and 

children having with them 600 wagons, of which number however 100 wagons have 

branched off to Calefornia, so that only 500 come to the Columbia.  This statement 

agrees with what the three Canadians who arrived some time ago told us.  No accounts 

are to be opened here with the new Immigrants , whatever they get from the Shop must 

be paid for in Cash.  These 18 men took passage again in the forenoon for Lynnton in the 

Green Boat, which was proceeding there for Wheat.  ñCallepooiahò arrived in the 

afternoon from the Falls, as did also Capt.Smith from Fallaty Plains.ò 

 

ñ26
th
. Friday. Continued to my room to day with violent toothache, brought on by getting 

my last wisdom tooth, the first made its appearance in the Spring. Cloudy.ò 

 

ñ27
th
. Saturday. Still confined to the house, face much swollen.  Mr. Angus McDonald 

arrived in the forenoon from the Snake Country in a Boat with 17 men, bringing the 

Returns.  Slight showers during the day.ò  (I sympathize with 20 year-old Thomas Lowe because  when I was 20 

and in Viet Nam I got my last wisdom teeth too. No dentist nearby as was his case! Chalk ) 

 

Sept. 30, 1845 ñTuesday.  Cool.  In the afternoon Mr. Ogden arrived from the Wallamette 

Falls, accompanied by Mr. Robert Birnie and Mr. Brooks, clerk to Capt. Couch.  Mr. 

Lane who went up with Mr. Ogden has not yet returned, as he was to have accompanied 

Mr. and Mrs. Ermatinger and Mr. Joseph McLoughlin and his wife as far up the 

settlement as Mr. Applegateôs.ò 

 

ñ3
rd

. Friday.  Unusually cold.  Mr. Ogden and Mr. Angus McDonald started before 

breakfast in a Boat to proceed into the Interior.  Mr. Ogden intends visiting New 

Caledonia for the purpose of discovering a good and safe route for the Interior Brigade to 

bring the Returns out to the N.W. Coast instead of down the Columbia to Vancouver as 

hitherto, on the latter at present most unsafe.  It is thought that Fraserôs River will be 

chosen as the most eligible water communication.  Mr. McDonald returns to the Snake 

County.  The Barge left to day for the Falls.  Strong Easterly gale.ò 

 

ñ19
th
. Sunday..  We have letters from Fort Simpson up to the 12

th
, August, where all was 

as usual, and Mr. (John) Work quite well, having recovered from the cancer in his lip, 

which threatened at one time to prove fatal.  The Vancouver sailed from Sitka on the 25
th
, 

July, and has had a very protracted voyage.  She has Salmon on board from Victoria.ò    

 



33 

 

ñ22
nd

. Wednesday.  I had a severe attack of the Fever and Ague to day.  The Calepooiah 

arrived from the Cascades with Immigrants.  It is reported that about one hundred of them 

have died from eating diseased cattle.  They were induced to try a new route under the 

guidance of Stephen Meek, and not succeeding ran out of provisions in the Mountains.ò 

 

ñ24
th
. Friday.  Heavy rain most of the day.  A card party and supper upstairs in 

celebration of Cecilia Douglasô eleventh birthday.ò 

 

ñOct. 2, 1845 ñSunday.  Fine weather.  Mr. Work arrived in the forenoon from Fort 

Simpson.  He has quite recovered from the cancer in his lip, which had so nearly proved 

fatal to him.  He left the Steamer at Nisqually, Capt. Dodd in command, Humphries being 

half crazy, and unable to carry on the duty of the Vessel.  C. T. McNiell is in charge of 

Stikene, and Dr. Kennedy remains at Fort Simpson.ò 

 

Nov. 9, 1845 ñ Sunday.  Fine weather.  At half past seven this morning the York Factory 

Express arrived, in charge of Dugald McTavish, brought down 10 new hands.  C.(hief) 

F.(actor) Lewes and family, and Mr. McArthur apprentice clerk crossed the mountains 

with the Express, but both have remained here with the Express Boats. 

 

ñ14
th
.  Friday.  Mr. Ermatinger  and Mr. Campbell arrived from the Wallamette Falls.  

Mr. E. speaks of going to England per the Cowelitz.ò 

 

ñ19
th
.  Wednesday.  Weather as yesterday (heavy rain).  Old Louis Jironquay is no 

more!ò  He was buried the next day. Private Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe 

Hudson Bay Coy., pages 26-30. 

DR. JOHN MCLOUGHLIN WROTE  FROM FORT VANCOUVER, COLUMBIA ,  20th November, 

1845, (point 15 of  the letter): 

ñ15. In addition to the terms of compact stated in my letter, another condition was 

required as indispensable, that the district or north bank of the Columbia that they had 

named after Lewes and Clark should be called "Vancouver District". This point excited 

much unpleasant feeling among the Americans, and gave rise to many angry discussions 

but was finally carried in our favor by one vote, which shows how unpalatable the motion 

was. That object being gained, we became parties to the Association, and the district 

officers required to administer the laws (say three judges and a sheriff) were immediately 

afterwards appointed. These appointments are filled by Chief Factor Douglas, Mr. Forest, 

and Mr. Simmons, (an American) as judges, the sheriff being Mr. Jackson, (an 

Englishman settled in the Cowlitz).13 In order to obtain the full advantage of the laws of 

the Association, in regard to land claims, we have had the country around this place 

surveyed, and had nine lots, each of one square mile, registered in the Recorder's office, 

14 to be held for the Company, under the names of 

James Douglas, Chief Factor 

Francis Ermatinger, Chief Trader 

Forbes Barclay, Surgeon and Clerk 

Richard Lane, Clerk 

James Graham, Do. 
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Thomas Lowe, Do. 

William Bruce, Gardener 

Edward Spenser, Apprentice 

John McPhail, Shepherd and we have besides three pr four more lots to take, in order to 

cover the remainder of the Company's ground here. The advantage of this arrangement is 

that any intruder can be ejected from these claims on a magistrates warrant and the 

owners right of property protected, without his having recourse to violent means, or even 

appearing in the arrest, as he has only to prove that the land was registered in his name, 

and that the other requisition of the land law regarding claims, that is to say, having the 

four corners marked by stakes or notched trees, and a hut built upon it, had been duly 

executed.ò 
 

November ñ26
th
. Wednesday.  Beautiful mild weather, after breakfast  Mr. Ogden , Mr. 

and Mrs. Ermatinger and Mr. MacTavish left this for the Wallamette Falls, Mr. Ogden 

and Mr. McTavish to return here in a few days.  Rev. Mr. Panish arrived in the afternoon 

from the Falls.ò   

 

ñDecember 1
st
.  Monday.  Fair and warm.  A large dinner party at the Fort, all the 

Officers of the Modeste having been invited.  Sat down to dinner at half past 5, and in the 

evening had a dance in the second Hall which was kept up till one oôclock in the 

morning.   Mr. McPherson arrived here in the afternoon accompanied by Patrick 

McKenzie from above.  McPherson left the service last Spring and went across the 

mountains with the Express, but came back in the Fall, and has now brought down his 

wife and family from Colville to settle in the Wallamette.  Patrick McKenzie, Postmaster 

was stationed at Thompsonôs River, but it seems that he could not agree with Mr. Todd 

(John Tod), and he has come down here to endeavor to make some arrangement with Dr. 

McLoughlin.ò 

 

ñ11
th
.  Thursday.  Rainy.  Lewis returned.  Peers arrived from Fort George.  The Barque 

Vancouver proceeded down the River on a voyage to Calefornia and Woahoo 13 retiring 

Sandwich Island employees take passage in her, and Mr. McTavish and Mr. David 

McLoughlin will start in a few days to join her.  Mr. McTavish is to wind up the 

Hudsonôs Bay Companyôs business in Calefornia, and David McLoughlin is to bring his 

Sister Mrs. Rae and her children to the Columbia.  After returning to San Francisco, from 

Woahoo the ñVancouverò will bring them all here.ò 

 

ñ18
th
. Tuesday.  I am suffering from violent Diarrhaea (which is prevalent here at 

present) and am confined to the house.ò  By the next day he felt better and able to walk a 

little. 

 

ñ20
th
. Saturday.  Frosty weather.  Had a ride on horseback in the afternoon.  A number of 

sailors and marines from the ñModesteò had a foot ball match in the field immediately at 

the back of the Fort.  An eruption of Mount St. Helens took place this afternoon, which 

was distinctly seen from the Lower Plain.ò 
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ñ21
st
. Sunday.  Fine and frosty.  Mr. Lane read prayers in the Hall as I was not very well.  

Mr. Angus McDonald arrived from Champoeg to settle his Wheat accounts.ò 

 

ñ25
th
. Thursday.  Cloudy, but no rain.  A holiday of course to all hands.  I went shooting 

on the forenoon to the Lower Plain.  Dined at the fort and rode out afterwards.  We were 

all invited on board the ñModesteò to see the splendid manner in which the shipôs 

company had decorated her, and the Christmas feast that the table groaned under.  Many 

of the ladies and gentlemen of the fort went.  I did not.  We had no fun on shore but on 

board they kept it up in grand style, and many of our men joined them.ò 

 

ñ26
th
. Friday.  Holiday.  Raining.  So no out of door enjoyment.ò 

 

ñ27
th
. Saturday.  Holiday for the men but work going on as usual in the office.  Chief 

Factor Douglas arrived before dinner from Victoria.  He went in the Steamer Beaver from 

Nisqually to Vancouverôs Island, and thence to Fort Langley.  Remained there a short 

time returned to Victoria with the Schooner Cadboro in tow (laden with barrels of 

Salmon).  Remained a week at Victoria, dispatched the Barque Cowelitz for London on 

the 18
th
, and returned to Nisqually by Steamer.  From thence across the Portage.  5 ½ 

days from Victoria to this place.  Raining hard.  Capt. Baillie gave a dance in the New 

Office where he has lately taken up his shore quarters in the Fort.   Most of the officers of 

the ñModesteò were present, and we kept it up until midnight.  It was rather a noisy affair.  

I sprained my ankle in dancing.ò 

 

ñ31
st
. Wednesday.  Mizzling rain all day.  Mr. Ogden returned from the Willamette, as 

also Tom McKay and Joe McLoughlin.  Singing, dancing and all kinds of fun carried on 

to a late or rather early hour in Bachelorôs Hall, ushering in the New Year.  Several of the 

Junior Officers from the ñModesteò and a number of the other visitors were with us.ò 

 

ñ1846,  January 1
st
.  Thursday.  A holiday of course.  More preaching in the Roman 

Catholic Church.  Dull and cloudy, with a little rain in the evening.  Visited all the ladies 

in the Fort to wish them a Happy New Year and many returns.  A dance in in the evening 

in the large Mess Hall, at which all the ladies were present.  Everything went on 

pleasantly until about 10 when some of the Officers of the ñModesteò (who had been 

dining) began to drop in and there was then rather too much noise to be altogether 

pleasant.  However it passed off well.ò 

 

ñ2
nd

. Friday.  A holiday still.  Rained the whole day and poured down at night.  Another 

ball this evening at which all the ladies of the Establishment and all the officers of the 

ñModesteò who could be spared were present.  All went off  pleasantly.  Broke up 

dancing at midnight and sat down to supper.  Adjourned afterwards to Bachelorôs Hall 

where we continued singing and enjoying ourselves until 4 in the morning.ò 

 

ñ3
rd

.  Saturday.  No work yet.  Incessant and heavy rain and stormy weather.  In the 

forenoon Indians arrived from the Snake Country with letters from Mr. Grant by which 

we learn it is reported that Dr. White and his party of 7 men who were returning to the 

States have been murdered by the Sioux.ò 
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ñ6
th
.  Tuesday.  Dr. McLoughlin started for the Wallamette Falls in the forenoon, where 

he is to remain for some time.  I and most of the Gentlemen of the Fort dined on board 

the Modeste at 3 oôclock, and at 7 in the evening the play which had been got up on board 

commenced.  A great many of our men came off from shore as well as the ladies, and 

every one acted his part well.  The two pieces performed were ñTwenty per Centò and the 

Mayor of Garrell,ò with singing at intervals, and a hornpipe by a sailor who deserted last 

summer, from the Chinamus.  We went ashore about 12 at night highly delighted with the 

evenings entertainment.  Mr. Forrest arrived in the evening from the Cowelitz in bad 

health accompanied by Patrick McKenzie.ò 

 

ñJanuary 15, 1846  ñRainy and squally weather.  Mr. and Mrs. Ermatinger arrived from 

the Wallamette Falls in order to take up Mrs. McLoughlin and all her household, as Dr. 

McLoughlin has got a new house ready for them there, Mr. Gibbon returned from his trip 

down the River.ò 

 

ñ17
th
 . Saturday.    Stormy wet weather.  Mr. and Mrs. Ermatinger and Mrs. McLoughlin 

left this afternoon in a Batteau for the Wallamette Falls, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Brooks 

arrived today from Fort George bringing letters from the Vancouver, which is still in 

Bakerôs Bay, for which she started from Fort George on Sunday the 11
th
.ò 

 

Feb. 2, 1846  ñMonday.  Two Boats in charge of Mr. Pelly started this forenoon with part 

of  the Colvile outfit.  Mr. McBean and his family passengers as far as Walla Walla.  Mr. 

Pelly only takes the Boats to Walla Walla and proceeds from thence to Colvile with laden 

horses.  Capt. Baillie and party returned in the afternoon from the Wallamette Falls, 

bringing Mr. and Mrs. Ermatinger, Mrs. Wm. McKay and Mr. Newell, who have all 

come to see the play to morrow evening on board the Modeste.ò 

 

ñ3
rd

. Tuesday.  Raining hard all day. Theatre on board this evening got up by the sailors, 

which was numerously attended, but the rainy uncomfortable weather detracted much 

form the pleasure it otherwise afforded us. The different performers played their several 

parts well, and the whole went off in fine style, having been kept up from 7 to 12 at 

night.ò 

 

ñ4
th
. Wednesday.  The weather has cleared up, and has to day been remarkably pleasant.  

A party of sailors from the Modeste came up in the afternoon, and sang several songs 

before the Big House, for which they received what they wished ï a dram or two ï the 

consequence was that most of them got rather crapulous, and were rather moisy and 

quarrelsome in the Fort. In the evening Capt. Baillie gave a Ball in his room, at which we 

all attended, and enjoyed ourselves much dancing  having been kept up until two in the 

morning.  Mr. Pearce and Montgomerie who have been visiting the Cowelitz, returned in 

the afternoon.ò 

 

ñ5
th
. Thursday.  Fine bracing weather.  Mr. Ermatinger gave a Ball in his room to night, 

got up however rather suddenly, and at which only a few were present.ò 
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ñ6
th
. Friday. Beautiful day.  Mr. and Mrs. Ermatinger, Mrs. Wm. McKay, Mr. and Mrs. 

McPherson, Miss Buck and several others who have been here for the last few days 

started in the forenoon for Lynnton accompanied by Messrs. Warre and Vavasour, Mr. 

Lewes, and several of the Officers of the Modeste, in order to try and get up another Ball 

to night at Lynnton.ò 

 

ñ7
th
. Saturday.  Rainy unpleasant weather.  Lynnton party returned in the afternoon.  

Received the first number of the Oregon Spectator.   

 

ñ10
th
 (Feb. 1846) Tuesday.  Weather rather cold, a few slight showers, Mr. Angus 

McDonald arrived in the afternoon from the Wallamette Falls, and will I hope be able to 

render us some assistance in the Office.ò   

 

ñ14
th
. Saturday. St. Valentineôs day.  In the forenoon Mr. Birnie arrived from Fort 

George, and two men also from Umpqua bringing the accounts of these two posts.  Mr. 

Birnie passed the Cadboro in Tongue Point Channel on her way up; and has brought her 

packet.  Mr. Ogden purchased the claim at Cape Disappointment from Wheeler and 

McDaniel for 1000 dollars, and Mr. McDonald (not Angus McDonald) was dispatched in 

the afternoon to Oregon City to have it recorded by Dr. Long.  Lieut. Rodney arrived in 

the evening from Mr. Lewes, but the remainder of the party have gone on to Logieôs.ò 

 

ñ16
th
. Monday. Beautiful forenoon, but cloudy in the after part of the day, with muzzling 

rain.  Mr. Peers arrived in the afternoon from the Cowelitz Farm, where he has been in 

charge during the time Mr. Forrest has been under the Doctors hands at this place.  Mr. 

McDonald (not Angus) returned before supper from the Wallamette Falls, having come 

down in 4 ½ hours, probably the quickest trip ever made between the two places.  About 

9 oôclock at night Mr. Angus McDonald arrived from the Snake Country.  He came down 

the River in a canoe.  Mr. McBeans had not arrived at Walla Walla when he passed, and 

Mr. McKinley was nearly blind having been complaining of his eyes for the last 2 or 3 

months.  In the forenoon Messrs. Warre and Vavasour started in a Boat for Fort George, 

to survey Cape Disappointment, and they are to call at Mr. Leweôs on their way, and take 

him down with them.ò 

 

ñ17
th
. Tuesday.  Beautiful weather, and everything indicates the near approach of Spring, 

buds beginning to shoot from the trees in the garden, and the whole air singing with the 

music of the little warblers in the woods and fields.  In the evening 5 men arrived from 

Nisqually with the accounts from Victoria, Langley, the Steamer and Nisqually.ò 

 

ñMarch 20, 1846 ñFriday.  In the afternoon Mr. Ogden arrived with Mr. Ermatinger  and 

Mr. McKinlay from the Wallamette Falls.  Mr. E. is to go out with the Express, and Mr. 

McK. to see Dr. Barclay about his eyes which are very weak.  Mr. Angus McDonald also 

returned in the afternoon from Walla Walla with the 4 Boats which went up with the 

Outfit of that Post.  M. Laframboise returned to the Wallamette.ò 

 

ñ21
st
. Saturday.  Beautiful day, but frosty at night.  Mr. Ermatinger and Mr. McDonald 

start for the Wallamette in search of two deserters from this place, Hagrut and Lôhussier.ò 
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ñ22
nd

. Sunday. Beautiful warm weather.  Mr. Fenton arrived from the Falls in the 

forenoon.  Late at night Mr. Ermatinger, Mr. McDonald and William McKay returned 

from the Wallamette having apprehended the two deserters and brought them here.ò 

 

ñ24
th
. Tuesday.  Splendid weather.  Capt. Baillie gave a dinner on board the Modeste to 

the Gentlemen who start to morrow with the Express.  Two Boats started ahead in charge 

of Joe Tayentas.ò 

 

Francis was finally granted his furlough in 1846.   Francis had left his family behind with 

the John McLoughlinôs, and had doubts as rather he wanted Catherine with him again. 

On March 25
th
 of that year, he left Fort Vancouver for the last time with the British Army 

officers, Henry Warre and Mervin Vavasour.  óThese men were on a military 

reconnaissance for the border between the U. S. and Canada, and they were looking for 

possible defense positions in the Oregon country, should war break out over the boundary 

line. 

 

Ermatinger traveled with the two men and he had been told were British ñsportsò, 

London friends of one of the Committee.  At least there is no reason to believe that he 

suspected the true nature of their tour; McLoughlin had not.  There is a possibility that 

Francis speaking openly and in exaggerated terms as was his wont, made considerable 

impact on the final report submitted by Warre and Vavasour to the War Department.  
McDonald, p 269 

 

His statements were to get McLoughlin possibly in more trouble, and he hotly denied any 

charges that he was leaning towards the Americans. 

 

ñ25
th
. Wednesday.  Beautiful warm weather. This afternoon about 5 oôclock the Express 

started for York Factory, Passengers Francis Ermatinger Esq. C.(hief) T.(rader), 

Lieutenants Warre and Vavasour,  Mr. Lane, and Mr. Burke, who only goes up to Walla 

Walla in the Boats.  The Fort fired a salute of 7 guns, and as the Boats were passing, the 

Modeste manned rigging and gave three cheers.  Mr. Ermatinger intends going to 

England on furlough, the two Officers go down to Canada, and Mr. Lane returns in the 

Fall with the Express.ò 

 

ñ30
th
. Monday.  Cool cloudy weather.  A meeting of the subscribers to the Vancouver 

Library was held this forenoon in order to order a supply of Books from England.òPrivate 

Journal kept at Fort Vancouver Columbia River by Thomas Lowe Hudson Bay Coy., pages 26-36.  So we now leave 

Thomas Lowe and his daily journal as Francis Ermatinger has left the country not to 

return.  If Lowe mentions Catherine and Fanny Ermatinger later in the journal then we 

will add those entries.  Thomas Lowe impresses me very much (see his short biography) 

and in the following days he mentions going on a ñpic nicò and playing a game of cricket.  

He has made me aware of things happening at Fort Vancouver I never supposed 

happened.  At this time he was a full-fledged clerk and just turned 21. 
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Both photos of the Francis Ermatinger House from  
http://www.historicpreservationleague.org/mep_Ermatinger.php 
 


