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George Washington Bush 

b. 1790 VA/PA 

d. 05 Apr 1863 Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

m. 04 Jul 1830/31/32 Clay Co, MO [shown together  in the 1830 census] 

Isabella James 

b. 1811 TN 

d. 12 Sep 1866 Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

d/o Baptist minister 

There have been some assertions that he was a cook for the fur traders at Astoria and had spent 

some time in the NW prior to his emigration.  I personally do not feel that this is likely the same 

person but I am interested in documentation to the contrary.  

1815: fought in the war of 1812 at the January 8, 1815 Battle of New Orleans under Andrew 

Jackson 

1830: Clay Co, MO; George Bush, 1 white male 30-40; 1 white female 20-30 

1831-32 reportedly fought and was wounded in the Black Hawk Indian War 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/a6/George_Washington_Bush.jpg


1840: Jefferson, Buchanan Co, MO, George Bush, 4 free colored males -10; 1 free colored males 

24-35; 1 free colored males 35-50; 1 white female 30-40 

1844: In June 1844, just prior to his arrival, the Oregon Provisional government adopted the 

Black Exclusion Law making it illegal for blacks to settle in Oregon.  Upon arrival, finding that 

he could not settle in what was currently considered the Oregon Territory he asked, and received 

permission from the HBC’s Dr. John McLoughlin to settle north of the Columbia.  Turning their 

back on the Oregon Territory, many of his friends accompanied him and settled what is now 

known as Tumwater, WA. 

1850: Lewis Co, Oregon Territory, November 25, 1850; George Bush, 56, black, farmer, $3000, 

VA; Isabella, 43, TN; Talbert, 17, m, MO; Rail B., 14, m, MO; Henry S., 11, m, MO; January J., 

8, m, MO; Louis S., 4, m, OT 

In March 1854, 55 settlers in the new Washington Territory petitioned the US Congress to 

exempt Bush from the act prohibiting him from owning property as stipulated in the Donation 

Land Act which stipulated that only whites and American half breed Indians were eligible to 

own land. 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston Co, WA, June 26, 1860; Geo. Bush, 70, black, farmer, $5500 

$2725, PA; Isabella, 49, white, TN; Tolbert, 24, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Raby, 22, mulatto, 

farm laborer, MO; Sanford, 19, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; A,J., 16, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; 

Lewis, 13, mulatto, farm laborer, WT; James Town/Farm, 28, white, laborer, France 

. “It is well established that his mother was an Irish maid in the household of a merchant named 

Stevenson in Philadelphia during the later 18
th

 century.  Racially speaking, it is generally 

concluded that his father, Matthew Bush was black, having been born in India and brought to the 

United States by Stevenson sometime before 1776.  There he married the Irish maid, and George 

was their only offspring.” [“George Bush” written by Darrell Millner for the Washington 

Historical Society in their publication, Columbia p.14-19 in the Winter 1994/95 edition takes a 

closer look at George Washington Bush, his life, and his contribution to the settling of the 

Tumwater, Washington area] 

WT44: p.42,176; was black man who had been a cook for the fur trappers at Astoria; was with 

1844 emigrants                          

OHSQ: Vol VI p.148; enduced by Michael T. Simmons to settle at Puget Sound near Tumwater, 

WA; the Oregon Provisional       government had enacted stringent laws against black and 

mulattoes and they were not allowed to remain in the country for fear of punishment; George W. 

Bush was a mulatto with a white wife; he was possessed of more means than any other of his 

party and had been very generous in helping other immigrants; in turn, they elected to stand by 

him through thick and thin and elected to settle outside the Territory; the first year they settled 



near the Hudson Bay fort on the north side of the Columbia; then they were induced by Michael 

T. Simmons to settle   at Puget Sound near present day Tumwater, WA 

SJ  : Jan 21, 1994 10:1; pioneer of 1844; born a free man in PA; traveled trail with wife and five 

children; settled in what later was WA state; purchased the first ship owned by early settlers, The 

Orbit, which cost $35,000; ship was used to ship wood products to CA; died 1863 

TOPA: 1887 p.68-69 settled Thurston Co, WA, emigrant of 1844; George W. Bush, b. 15 Mar 

1778 PA, mulatto 

TOPA: 1876 p.40, George W. Bush, emigrant of 1844 

 

  
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, WA, October 5, 1915 p.1] 

Children of George Bush and Isabella James: 

1. William Owen Bush 

b. 1832 MO 

d. 13 Feb 1907 Olympia, Thurston Co, WA 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

m. 1859 

Mandana (Smith) Kimsey (Pioneer of 1847) 



b. 01 Jan 1826 Howard Co, MO 

d. 30 Mar 1899 Thurston Co, WA 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

d/o Dr. J. Smith and Nancy Scott 

m1. 25 Apr 1847 Howard Co, MO to Duff Kimsey 

1850: Washington Co, OT, December 5, 1850; Wm. O. Bush, 20, MO [enumerated in 

household of Gilbert Frost] 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston Co, WA, June 10, 1860; W.O. Bush, 27, mulatto, farmer, 

$2500 $1085, MO; Mary, 35, MO; D.L. Kimsey, 11, m, OR; H.J., 10, f, OR; J.D., 7, m, 

OR; N.T., 6, f, OR; F.P., 6, m, OR [wife and her children –white] 

1870: Grand Mound, Thurston Co, WA, July 5, 1870; Wm O. Bush, 37, farmer, $1200 

$900, MO; Mandana, 44, keeping house, MO; Doctor S. Kimsey, 21, farm laborer, OR; 

Hannah J., 20, at home, OR; James D., 17, at home, OR; Nancy T., 16, at home, OR; 

Franklin P., 16, at home, OR; John Shotwell Bush, 7, at home, WT; Isabell Bush, 4, at 

home, WT [everyone in household listed as white] 

Children of William Bush and Mandana Smith: 

i. John Shotwell Bush (1862-1947) 

ii. Mandana Isabelle Bush (1865-1921) 



 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=18080651&PIpi=79730061


 

 

 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, WA, June 15, 1904 p.1] 

 



  

 

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, WA, February 14, 1907 p. 1] 



 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, WA, Friday, February 15, 1907 p.5 

 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, WA, Saturday, March 16, 1907 p.1] 



 

 
[Olympia Daily Recorder, Olympia, WA, Thursday, April 11, 1907 p.6] 

 

2. Joseph Talbot Bush 

b. 1833 MO 

d. 23 Jan 1904 Orting, Pierce Co, WA 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

m. Never married 

 



1850: Lewis Co, Oregon Territory, November 25, 1850; George Bush, 56, black, farmer, 

$3000, VA; Isabella, 43, TN; Talbert, 17, m, MO; Rail B., 14, m, MO; Henry S., 11, m, 

MO; January J., 8, m, MO; Louis S., 4, m, OT 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston Co, WA, June 26, 1860; Geo. Bush, 70, black, farmer, 

$5500 $2725, PA; Isabella, 49, white, TN; Tolbert, 24, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Raby, 

22, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Sanford, 19, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; A,J., 16, mulatto, 

farm laborer, MO; Lewis, 13, mulatto, farm laborer, WT; James Town/Farm, 28, white, 

laborer, France 

 

 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, WA, July 9, 1891 p.4] 

 

 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, WA, April 3, 1892 p.4] 

 



 
[Bellingham Herald, Bellingham, Wednesday, January 27, 1904 p.6] 

 
[Oregonian, Portland, OR, January 27, 1904 p.6] 



      



 

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, WA, January 26, 1904, p. 1]  

 

3. Riley Bailey Bush 

b. 1836 MO 

d. 01 Jan 1866 Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

m. Never married 

1850: Lewis Co, Oregon Territory, November 25, 1850; George Bush, 56, black, farmer, 

$3000, VA; Isabella, 43, TN; Talbert, 17, m, MO; Rail B., 14, m, MO; Henry S., 11, m, 

MO; Jeruary J., 8, m, MO; Louis S., 4, m, OT 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston Co, WA, June 26, 1860; Geo. Bush, 70, black, farmer, 

$5500 $2725, PA; Isabella, 49, white, TN; Tolbert, 24, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Raby, 

22, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Sanford, 19, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; A,J., 16, mulatto, 



farm laborer, MO; Lewis, 13, mulatto, farm laborer, WT; James Town/Farm, 28, white, 

laborer, France 

 
[Weekly Gazette, Seattle, WA, January 12, 1866] 

 

4. Henry Sanford Bush 

b. 1839 MO 

d. 25 Dec 1913 Olympia, Thurston Co, WA 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

m. Never married 

1850: Lewis Co, Oregon Territory, November 25, 1850; George Bush, 56, black, farmer, 

$3000, VA; Isabella, 43, TN; Talbert, 17, m, MO; Rail B., 14, m, MO; Henry S., 11, m, 

MO; January J., 8, m, MO; Louis S., 4, m, OT 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston Co, WA, June 26, 1860; Geo. Bush, 70, black, farmer, 

$5500 $2725, PA; Isabella, 49, white, TN; Tolbert, 24, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Raby, 

22, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Sanford, 19, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; A,J., 16, mulatto, 

farm laborer, MO; Lewis, 13, mulatto, farm laborer, WT; James Town/Farm, 28, white, 

laborer, France 

1870: Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA, June 25, 1870; Henry Bush, 28, mulatto, farmer, 

$2500 $500, MO; J. Jackson, 26, mulatto, farmer laborer, MO; Lewis, 23, mulatto, farm 

laborer, WT 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=18080760&PIpi=76540357


 

[Olympia Record, Olympia, Washington, December 26, 1913, p. 1]  



 
.” [Olympia Record, Olympia, Washington, December 27, 1913, p. 1]  

 

 

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, December 28, 1913, p. 1]  



 

 

5. January Jackson Bush 

b. 1842 MO 

d. 20 Dec 1888 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

 

1850: Lewis Co, Oregon Territory, November 25, 1850; George Bush, 56, black, farmer, 

$3000, VA; Isabella, 43, TN; Talbert, 17, m, MO; Rail B., 14, m, MO; Henry S., 11, m, 

MO; January J., 8, m, MO; Louis S., 4, m, OT 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston Co, WA, June 26, 1860; Geo. Bush, 70, black, farmer, 

$5500 $2725, PA; Isabella, 49, white, TN; Tolbert, 24, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Raby, 

22, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Sanford, 19, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; A,J., 16, mulatto, 

farm laborer, MO; Lewis, 13, mulatto, farm laborer, WT; James Town/Farm, 28, white, 

laborer, France 

1870: Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA, June 25, 1870; Henry Bush, 28, mulatto, farmer, 

$2500 $500, MO; J. Jackson, 26, mulatto, farmer laborer, MO; Lewis, 23, mulatto, farm 

laborer, WT 

6. Lewis Nisqually Bush 

b. 25 Dec 1847 OT 

d. 30 Mar 1923 Bush Prairie, Thurston Co, WA 

buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA 

1850: Lewis Co, Oregon Territory, November 25, 1850; George Bush, 56, black, farmer, 

$3000, VA; Isabella, 43, TN; Talbert, 17, m, MO; Rail B., 14, m, MO; Henry S., 11, m, 

MO; January J., 8, m, MO; Louis S., 4, m, OT 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston Co, WA, June 26, 1860; Geo. Bush, 70, black, farmer, 

$5500 $2725, PA; Isabella, 49, white, TN; Tolbert, 24, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Raby, 

22, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; Sanford, 19, mulatto, farm laborer, MO; A,J., 16, mulatto, 

farm laborer, MO; Lewis, 13, mulatto, farm laborer, WT; James Town/Farm, 28, white, 

laborer, France 

1870: Tumwater, Thurston Co, WA, June 25, 1870; Henry Bush, 28, mulatto, farmer, 

$2500 $500, MO; J. Jackson, 26, mulatto, farmer laborer, MO; Lewis, 23, mulatto, farm 

laborer, WT 



     “Lewis N. Bush, the youngest of Thurston county's native sons passed away at the 

family home, Bush Prairie last evening. The deceased, who was the first child born in 

Thurston county, with the exception of the native Indians, was born on Bush Prairie 

Christmas day, 1847, and was of the pioneer Bush family, after which the prairie was 

named. The father, George Bush, with his family came to the county in 1845 and since 

the home has been one of the attractive beauty spots of this part of the state. Lewis was 

the last of the children to pass away. The other sons, W. Owen, the arranger of the 

famous Bush exhibit at the Chicago exposition, and a former member of the Washington 

legislature, was the oldest, next in order were J. T., Sanford, Riley B., and J. J. Of the 

third generation, John S. Bush, well known occupant of the old home, is the only 

survivor. The remains are at the Jesse T. Mills Mortuary.” [Olympia Daily Recorder. 

Olympia, WA, March 31, 1923 p. 1] 

 

 


