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Jonathan Snow Tibbetts 

b. 17 Apr 1804 Bangor, Penobscot Co, ME 

d. 23 Jun 1885 Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

s/o Benjamin Tibbetts and Hannah Snow 

m. 21 Jul 1831 Ripley Co, IN 

Mary Redding 

b. 25 Sep1815 Versailles, Ripley Co, IN 

d. 24 Nov 1890 Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 
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1850: Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN, November 1, 1850; Jonathan Tibbetts, 41, farmer, ME; Mary, 33, 

OH; Elizabeth J., 17, IN; Mary E., 15, IN; Sarah E., 11, IN; Sophia E., 8, IN; Francis M., 13, IN; Albert 

J., 6, IN; Flora A., 3, IN; Samuel McMullen, 19, farmer, IN 

1860: Oakland, Douglas Co, OR, July 30, 1860; Jonathan Tibbetts, 61, farmer, $4000 $1070, ME; Mary, 

45, OH; Francis, 22, laborer, $0 $851, IN 

File: Rev. Tibbetts mentioned in 1852 Samuel Woodruff diary 

Children of Jonathan Tibbetts and Mary Redding: 

 

1. Elizabeth Jane Tibbetts 

b. 16 Dec 1832 Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN 

d. 23 Jul 1915 Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co, CA 

m. 

David Brower Hamblin 

b. 1831 IL 

d. 

 



[Oregonian August 1, 1915 p15] 

Children of David Hamblin and Elizabeth Tibbetts: 

i. Eva E. Hamblin (1860- ) 

ii. Ralph A. Hamblin (1862- ) 

iii. Sarah E. Hamblin (1864- ) 

iv.  Lillie Hamblin ( -1915) 

v. Lois T. Hamblin (1869- ) 

vi. John D. Hamblin (1872- ) 

vii. Alva G. Hamblin (1874-1946) 

2. Mary Eliza Tibbetts 

b. 16 Feb 1835 Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN 

d. 01 Jun 1919 Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

m. 

Andrew Jackson Knott 

b. 26 Nov 1834 OH 

d. Sep 1900 Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 



 

[Oregonian June 3, 1919 p3] 



 

 



 

[Oregonian September 18, 1900 p12] 



Children of Andrew Knott and Mary Tibbetts: 

i.  Walter Knott 

ii. Harry H. Knott 

iii. Gordon H. Knott 

iv. Mrs. LuteC. McCormick 

v. Mrs. JohnW. Phalen 

vi. Mrs. Sadie McCuen 

vii. Mrs. F.M. Stephens 

viii. George Knott 

3. Francis Marion Tibbetts 

b. 02 Nov 1837 Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN 

d. 12 Nov 1912 Valley, Barber Co, KS 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

m. 27 Oct 1864 

Georgia A. Grimwald 

b. 1849 

d. 14 Jul 1910 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

TOPA: 1890 p.12; F.M. Tibbetts, emigrant of 1852 
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[Oregonian November 24, 1912 IV:8] 

 

 



 

[Oregonian July 17, 1910 II:16] 

Children of Francis Tibbetts and Georgia Gimwald: 

i.  Sarah Wilmot Tibbetts (1866- ) 

ii. Charles W. Tibbets (1870- )  

iii. Ada Tibbetts (1872- )  

iv. Archie Livingstone Tibbetts (1875-1940) 

v. Edna Fay Tibbetts (1876- ) 

vi. Vivian L. Tibbetts (1886- ) 

4. Sarah Emily Tibbetts 

b. 28 Feb 1840 Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN 

d. 10 Feb 1919 Oakland, Alameda Co, CA 

m1. 1855 Douglas Co, OR 

John Pickett Ladd 

b. 

d. 1863 

m2. c1864 

J. C. Gouldin 

b. 1821 Eng 

d. 

1880: Brooklyn, Alameda Co, CA, June 4, 1880; J.C. Gouldin, J.C., 59, Comercent Agt, Eng Eng 

Eng; S.E., 40, wife, IN IN IN; Ada, 15, dau, CA Eng IN 

1910: Berkely, Alameda Co, CA, April 30, 1910; Sarah E. Gouldin, 69, wd, 4-2, IN ME IN; 

Carrie E. Wilson, dau, 51, wd, 2-2, OR VA IN; Errol C. Wilson, grandson, 29, wd, CA KY OR 

Children of  John Ladd and Sarah Tibbetts: 

i. Mollie Ladd (1856- ) 

ii. Carrie E. Ladd (1859- ) 

iii. Shirley Ladd (1860- ) (son) 

Children of J.C. Gouldin and Sarah Tibbetts: 

iv. Ada Gouldin (1865- ) 

 

 



 My Early Recollections of the West (From an original manuscript by Carrie (Ladd) 

Wilson, granddaughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Jonathan Snow Tibbetts. Transcribed by G. 

B. Abdill.)  

     “ON AUGUST 15
TH

, 1859, I WAS BORN IN “OLD” Oakland, Oregon. My maternal 

grandfather was Jonathan Snow Tibbetts. With his wife and eight children he braved the 

hardships of the journey from Lawrenceburg, Indiana, to Oregon in the year 1852. It took 

eight months to make the journey. He was captain of the emigrant train of 38 covered 

wagons. On account of the heat crossing the desert, most of the traveling was done at 

night. Sunday was a day of rest and my grandfather would preach the Gospel to the 

emigrants and also to the Indian chiefs who would interpret in his language to his tribe. 

My grandfather was a Methodist minister, having been ordained by Bishop Cavanaugh of 

Kentucky, and was more of a missionary, in those days called Circuit Riders”. In my 

childhood mind it always impressed me as “Circus Rider” and I could not associate my 

grandfather in such a capacity as that. He preached the Gospel wherever he went, without 

remuneration. My maternal grandmother, Mary (Redding) Tibbetts, wife of Jonathan 

Snow Tibbetts, was a daughter of Captain Andrew Redding, who served in the War of 

1812 under General William Henry Harrison, and was in the Battle of Tippecanoe in 

Western Indiana on November 11
th

, 1811. 

     Crossing the plains in 1852 was a hazardous year; the Indians were very troublesome, 

constantly threatening to take the animals and provisions from the travelers. The cholera 

was very bad that year also, and many people died and were buried very hurriedly on 

account of the contamination. My mother, Sara E. Tibbetts, was 12 years old then. She 

often told me that my grandfather frequently covered up the bones that had been dug up 

by the wolves or probably the victims were not really dead when buried. 

My grandfather had heard of the wonderful advantages of the West “that gold grew at the 

roots of the grass”; however, he found conditions were quite different. 

The government was offering great inducements at this time to people who would settle 

in the West, giving large tracts of land to settlers. My grandfather received his portion 

and settled in Oregon in the beautiful Umpqua Valley, where he built a hotel, calling it 

the “PACIFIC HOTEL”. There was no bar nor liquor sold, not even a pack of cards nor a 

fiddle in the hotel, and in no way did it resemble a tavern, but it was a refuge for the 

weary traveler, whether or not he had the price to pay for food or lodging. (Ed.: This hotel 

was on the east side of the old Oregon-California road in old town Oakland, Oregon, just 

above the Lord & Peters general store on the south side of the Calapooia.) 

     At this time Ulysses S. Grant, a young officer in the Army, was fighting the Indians in 

Oregon and in the Umpqua Valley (Ed.: No record of Grant ever having been engaged in 

the Umpqua region.) in which the young men of our family took an active part. 

My grandfather assisted in building the “Wilber Seminary” (sic. Wilbur Academy) where 

my mother and her sisters attended school, and he also established a church where he 

preached the Gospel to the small community of Indians and half-breeds. My mother was 

a very young girl. She learned some of the Chinook Indian language and taught Sunday 

School, assisting her father in his noble work. 

     In the early days, women were few in the West and at the age of 15 my mother 

married John Pickett Ladd, a descendant of the First Families of Virginia. He was related 

and named after the adored General Pickett of Richmond, Virginia, who fought in the 



Civil War. My father was interested in mining in Oregon and Washington, where in later 

years he met with an accident which caused his death. There were three children at this 

time—my sister Mollie, 6 ½ years old; I was 4, and my brother, Shirley, was 3 years old. 

An epidemic of scarlet fever broke out in Old Oakland and my sister and brother fell 

victims of the disease and died within one week of each other and were buried on a little 

hillside under a big oak tree, afterward being removed to the “New Oakland” Cemetery. 

Old Oakland was so called because when the railroad was built from San Francisco to 

Portland (sic, Portland to Roseburg), it did not take in the old town and so the town was 

moved, “post holes and all”, to the railroad about 3 miles distance and called (New) 

Oakland. After the death of my sister and brother, my father returned to the mines and my 

mother, feeling greatly depressed, came to California….”  [Oregon Trappers, Douglas 

County Museum, Roseburg, Douglas Co, OR] 
 

 

 

5. Sophia Ellen Tibbetts 

b. 16 Jun 1842 Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN 

d. 17 Aug 1926, Dexter, Lane Co, OR 

buried McFarland Cemetery, Cottage Grove, Lane Co, OR 

m. 1858 

James L. McKinney 

b. 21 May 1831 MO 

d. 10 Oct 1898 Cottage Grove, Lane Co, OR 

buried McFarland Cemetery, Cottage Grove, Lane Co, OR 

1860: Umpqua Co, OR, June 27, 1860; Jas L. McKinney, 27, $0 $950, MO; Sophia E., 18, IN 

1910: Cottage Grove, Lane Co, OR, April 15, 1910; Harry S. Knowlton, 33, m-7yrs, OR IL MO, 

teamster in town; Louisa M., wife, 29, m1-7yrs, 1-1, OR MO IN; Sarah L., dau, 6, OR OR OR; 

Sophia E. McKinney, mother in law, 68, wd, 8-6, IN ME OH; Frankie VanWinkle, nephew, 13, s, 

OR OR OR 

1912: living Cottage Grove, Lane Co, OR 

1920: Cottage Grove, Lane Co, OR, January 9 & 10, 1920; Sophia E. McKinney, head, 77, wd, 

IN ME OH; James B. Hannah, grandson, 40, s, OR MO OR 

Children of James McKinney and Sophia Tibbetts: 

i. Lulu M. McKinney b. 04 Dec 1881 Scottsburg, Douglas Co, OR 

ii. Frances Emily McKinney 

iii. William Franklin McKinney 

iv. John Albert McKinney 

v. James Alexander McKinney 



vi. Mary McKinney 

vii. Ellen Etta McKinney 

 

 



 

[Conversations With Pioneer Women by Fred Lockley p.212] 

     “Mrs. S.E. McKinney Dies at age of 84--Pioneer Woman Crossed Plains With Parents in 1852 

at Age of 10 Years. 

     Mrs. Sophia E. McKinney, who had been a resident of this section most of her life, died 

Tuesday at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Bacil Parker of Dexter (Oregon), She had been in poor 

health for several months and cancer of the stomach was the cause of death. She was aged 84 

years, 2 months and 1 day.  

Funeral services will be held 3 o'clock this afternoon at the Methodist church and internment will 

be at McFarland Cemetery. 

     Mrs. McKinney's maiden name was Sophia E. Tibbetts and she was born in Indiana June 16, 

1842. She crossed the plains with her parents in 1852 when she was 10. The family settled in 

Portland, moving later to Oakland (Oregon), where they took up a donation land claim. Her father 

was one of the pioneer Methodist preachers of western Oregon. Mrs. McKinney was married to 

James L. McKinney in 1859.  

     Mrs. McKinney is survived by a sister, Mrs. Binger Hermann, Roseburg; three daughters, Mrs. 

Bacil Parker, Dexter; Mrs. D.D. Van Winkle, Sunnyside, Wash.; Mrs. Harry Knowlton, Seattle, 

Wash.; a son, Frank McKinney, Gresham (Oregon), a number of grandchildren and several great 

grandchildren. [Cottage Grove Sentinel Aug 19, 1926] 

 

6. Albert Thomas Tibbetts 

b. 16 Dec 1844 Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN 

d. 12 Sep 1891 Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

7. Flora Ann Tibbetts 

b. 23 Oct 1847 Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN 

d. 29 Aug 1929 Roseburg, Douglas Co, OR 

m. 07 Jun 1868 Douglas Co, OR 



Binger Hermann 

b. 19 Feb 1843 MD 

d. April 1926 Roseburg, Douglas Co, OR 
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[Oregonian April 16, 1926 p1 &8] 

8. Lois Vanilla Tibbetts 

b. 19 Sep 1850 Manchester, Dearborn Co, IN 

d. 30 Jan 1924 Alameda, Alameda Co, CA 

m. 1866 Oakland, Douglas Co, OR 

Mr. Avery 

b. 

d. 



9. Oregon “Orrie” Andrew Tibbetts 

b. 25 Dec 1853 Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

d. 08 Jan 1920 Alameda, Alameda Co, CA 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

m. 

Etta Eliza Tracy 

b. 28 Feb 1856 

d. Jul 1947 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah Co, OR 

d/o Charles Wesley Tracy and Mary Elizabeth Severson 

Children of Orrie Tibbetts and Etta Tracy: 

i. Edward Clifton Tibbetts b. 09 Jul 1876 Eugene, Lane Co, OR 

10. Jonathan Edward Tibbetts 

b. 11 Nov 1856 Oakland, Douglas Co, OR 

d. 1895 San Francisco, San Francisco Co, CA 
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[Oregonian August 25, 1912 p12] 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Correspondence: 

      

From: Stephen Clark  
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 2:46 AM 

To: Stephenie Flora  
Subject: Re: Oregon Pioneers Photos Page 

  

 

Rev. Jonathan Snow Tibbetts 

Birth 17 April 1804 in Bangor, Penobscot County, Maine  

Death 23 June 1885 in Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon  
 

Came to Oregon in 1852 by wagon train with wife and 8 children; settled in Oakland, Umpqua 

County, Oregon  

Rev. Tibbetts was a Methodist Circuit Minister in Umpqua County; helped build Wilber 

Academy  

  

Mary (Redding) Tibbetts 

Birth 25 September 1815 in Versaille, Ripley County, Ohio  

Death 24 November 1890 in Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon   

Jonathan & Mary were married 21 July 1831, Versailles, Ripley County, Indiana (she was just 15 

years old) 

mailto:rowriver@gmail.com
mailto:SLFlora47@msn.com


 
 


