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Joseph McMillen

b.27/29 Aug 17970neida County, New York

d. 03 Oct 187 Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon

buriedMountain View Memorial Garden&orest Grove, Washington County, Oregon
s/o James McMillen and Mary Cole

m. 1818 Oneida County, New York

RuthGannett

b.17 Mar 17985haron, Massachusetts

d. 25/26 Nov 1887Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon

buriedMountain View Memorial Gardenforest Grove, Washington County, Oregon

1836: moved to Orange, Dupage County, lllinois

1840: DuPage County, lllinois, Joseph McMillen 1 mat®),(1 male (89), 1 male (151L9), 1 male (389), 1
male (4049); 1 female6), 2 females (8), 2 females (1:14), 1 female (4@19)

1850: Wayne, DuPage County, lllinois, October 15, 1850; Joseph McMellen (sic), 53, farmer, NY; Ruth, 52,
Mass; Perthena, 21, NY; Benj F., 18, farmer, NY; Warren, 15, farmer, NY; EwWé&miiie F.], 12, IL; Stephen
Blank, 21, laboren\Y; James G. Raymond, 1/12, IL

1856: returned to DuPage County, lllinois by Panama and brought wife and remaining children to Oregon

1860: Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon, June 7, 1860; Joseph McMillen, 63, millwright, $550 $300,
NY; Ruth, 62, Mass

1870: Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon, 1870; Joseph McMillen, 72, millwright, $2,000 $150, NY;
Ruth, 72, keeping house, NY

At Torest Grove, Oct. 3, Joseph Meallllen, aged
80 yenrs, o native of Johinstown, 8. Y, |

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Friday, October 12, 1877 p.2]

1880: Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon, June 11, 1880; Stephen Blank, 50, farmer, NY PA PA;
Parthenia, 50, wife, keeping house, OH NY Mass; Ida, 14, foster dau, at school, OR OH OR; Ruth McMillen,
mother in law, at home, Mass Mass Mass

Children ofJoseph McMillen and RutGannett:

1. Hattie W. McMillen
b. 1819
d.

2. JamesiarveyMcMillen [Pioneer of 1845]
b. 10 May 1823 Attica, New York
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d. 16 Jun 1913 Adamsville, Muskingum County, Ohio
buriedLone Fir Pioneer CemeterPortland, Multhomah County, Oregon

m1.Dec 1845 Polk County, Oregon

Margaret Wise

b.1832

d. 24 Dec 1850

buriedLone FirPioneer Cemeteryportland, Multhomah County, Oregon

m2.26 Oct 1851Washington County, Oregon

Tizrah BartorfPioneer of 1851]

b.26 Nov 1832 Ohio

d. 21 Jun 1903 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

buriedLone Fir Pioneer CemeterPortland, Multhomah County, Oregon
d/o Edward Barton and Hannah Pyle

m3. 1904
Addie R. Smith
b. c1854

d.

1840: DuPage County, lllinois, Joseph McMillen 1 mafg,(1 male (89), 1 male (1519), 1 malg30-
39), 1 male (4€19); 1 female-6), 2 females (®), 2 females (1:a4), 1 female (4@9)

ODLC: #686 Washington; James H. McMillen; b. 1823 NY; arr 25 Oct 1845; sc 10 Jun 1851; m'd Trya
[sic-Tizrah] B. on 26 Oct 1851 OT

"Homicide--James McMillen shot A.J. Masters recently in Washington county between Hillsborough
and Linn City. The facts as we hear them are as follows: A feud had long existed between McMillen
and Masters, who were neighbors; McMillen started out tar dff some trees which had been blown
across the road during the late storm, taking his axe and gun; Masters seeing him, went out where he
was, and commenced talking about old difficulties; a quarrel ensued in which a scuffle took place for tt
possessionf the axe; Masters could not wrest it from his hands, but so far got control of it as to beat
McMillen's head pretty badly with the butt of it; McM. let go of it and ran, Masters pursuing, with the
axe; he caught up to his gun, and while running, patet his shoulder and fired behind him, the

contents taking effect in Masters' head, shooting out both his eyes, and killing him instantly. Another
report says that McMillen turned and fired his gun, instead of discharging it from behind. McMillen has
given himself up, and is now in the custody of the law. The wounds upon his head are severe, but not
dangerous[Oregon Statesman, Salem, Ored@actober21, 1856
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MARRIED FIFTY YEARS. %

CAPTAIN AND MRS. M'MILLEN TO CELEBRATE GOLDEN WEDDING TCD AY.

James H, MoMillen and wife will celebrate the fiftleth anniversary of their wedding day st thelr residence, 285 Crosby
sireet, this evening, Octobe 20. Captain James H. McMlillen was born in Genesee County, New York, on May 10, 1525,
While still younx his pnmb moved to Iilinols, and located mear Chlcago. In 1845 Captain McMillen left his fatler's
home, and with others croased the plains. After many dangers, hardships and narrow escapes from death he arrived at Ore-
son Clty, on October 25 of the same year. He at once found employment, whish consisted fn the repairing of mills for Governor
George Abernethy. This work he continued to follow until the Cayuse Indlan war, This war was Insugurated by the massacre
of Dr. Whitman, his wife and others. At the call of Governor Abernethy, Captaln J. H. MceMillen joined Captaln Lee's Flrat
Company of Oregon Rifiemen. Fifty men, all told, procesded to The Dalles, by way of the Columbia River, and fortified the
place. The many hardships and privations that were endured by these men In the war that followed can only be known by
the participants.

In March, 1849, the Captaln went to California, and prospected for gold. Having met with success, he returned to Oregon
in the Fall of the same yenr, and was married to Margaret Wiss, whose companlonship was of short duration, for she soon

over to the brighter side of life. On October 20, 1851, Captain MeMillen married Tirzah Barton, his present wife,

born in Clermont County, Ohlo, In 1832 and, In 1851, she crossed the plaine with her parents, who, nner much
and mental endurance, arrived at Portland.

Mr. and Mra McMillen have resided in thelr present home since 1865, and thay have spared neither time or money to make
the home what it ahould be—a happy , not only for themselves, but for all who found sheiter under Its roof, which in early
days were many, Mr. and Mrs. MclMilien together donated the ground on which to bulld the first schoolhouse in thefr dis-
trict, and now, when they look at the Holladay Schoolhouse, a wave of satisfaction thrills their souls, and they gather unto

. themselves from the harvest resulting from good dseds done.
Captain 23ciillen served as School Clerk and Director in his district oontlnuonnly for 12 years. He was alwo one of the

erans presented him with the badge of a Captaln, which he often wears, with pleasure to himself and honor to those who pre-
sented it As & man and a citizen he Is distingulshed allke for the Integrity and ability with which he discharged the duties
of the many and varied offices which he has been called to fill. -Although the frost of Time's winter has tinted his head with
mm-.ummwu-mnmuu,umunmmam.umn active part and Interest in all legitimate
mgnrmuwummnmum\mao«wu.mammnymcmammwua
M_hnmmtmnuluuunwlupmlmmwm
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[Morning Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Saturday, October 26, 1901 p. 8]
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MRS.T B.M¢ MILLEN,
EAST PORTLAND,OR.

[History of thePacific Northwest Vol | p. 440a]



MRS. TIRZAH BARTON MacMILLAN.

The world is beginning to understand, to appreciate and pay tribute to the
work of the men who have been the vanguard of civilization in the northwest.
Their lives were characterized by endurance, fortitude, bravery and determin-
ation, but commendable as are those qualities, the work of the pioneer men is
deserving of no greater recognition than that of the refined, cultured women
who left the sheltered homes of the east to become a restraining and uplifting
influence in the life of that region where the great empire of the west was be-
ing fashioned.

Among this number was Mrs. Tirzah Barton MacMillan, a daughter of Ed-
ward and Hannah H. Barton. Her birth occurred in Clermont county, Ohio,
near Cincinnati, in 1832, and in early girlhood she went with her parents to
Indiana and in 1851 accompanied them across the plains to Oregon. The inci-
dents of that long trip were never forgotten by her and the tale of the journey
ever proved an interesting one to her children as she later related it to them
by her own fireside.

In October following her arrival in the northwest she was married to Cap-
tain James H. MacMillan and soon they removed to a new home on the Tuali-
tin plains nineteen miles west of Portland. It was there that their daughter,
June, the gifted poetess and playwright of Oregon, was born. While her hus-
band worked in the fields and developed the farm, thereby providing for the
support of the family, Mrs. MacMillan as faithfully discharged the duties of
the household and performed the neighborly offices for which she was so often
called upon in pioneer times. She was ever ready to respond to the cry of dis-
tress. Stranger or intimate friend, rich or poor always received the same gra-
cious and uniform treatment at the hands of this pioneer woman.

She possessed great natural refinement; her influence was never aggressive
but was as the permeating perfume of the violet, modest and sweet. From the
organization of the Pioneer Association or Oregon she was an active and en-
thusiastic member, and, for the first time in the history of that society, she
was absent from the reunion which was held on the 17th of June, 1903. At
that time she was upon her death bed and four days later, on the 21st of June,
passed away. Upon the day of the reunion of the pioneers she was greatly
missed and her picture and a profusion of flowers decorated the chair she
would have occupied but for her illness. Her funeral services were held under
the stately trees which she had helped to care for upon the law of her home
and a large gathering of friends attested the esteem and warm regard in
which she was uniformly held.

[Portland Oregon, Its History and Builders by Joseph Gaston Vol ii p.792]



FIONEER WOMAN, WIIOSEH FUNERAL WILL DE HELD TOMORROW.

The funeral of Mrs. Tirzah Barton Medilllen, wife of Captain J. H, MaoMillen,
who died Sunday morning, ulter & lingering iliness, will ho hald from the family
residence, 285 Crosby street, tomorrow afternoon at 2 o'clock, Lone Fir ceme-

tery will be tho pluce of interment.

Mrs. McMillen wos w woman of miinement and of wide ncqualntanco among
nll clasren. The announcemont of her denth in yestorduy's Oregoninn Wi re-
colved with sorrow. Mauny yesterday expressed their aympathy to her berenved
husband, Captuin J. 1. McMlllen, and her daughters, Mra, June Medllilon Ordway,

Ttight MeMillen, and Mrs. Ive Glower,

Bl

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Tuesday, June 23, 1903 p.14]



J. H. MacMILLAN.

To take the crude material and produce a finished product, a thing of utility,
symmetry and beauty, is always a matter of satisfaction to those who accom-
plish such a task. This is what the pioneers of Portland have done. Coming
to Oregon, they saw and utilized the natural advantages and resources of the
country and the beautiful Rose City of the present day stands as a monument to
their enterprise, their faith, courage and progressiveness. All honor is due them
for the work they accomplished. Ammong the number is J. H. MacMillan, now
a venerable patriarch of the community,, eighty-eight years of age. He was
born in Attica, New York, in 1823 and the early years of his life were passed
in Orange, Du Page county, Illinois. While but a mere boy he crossed the plains
to Oregon, and first saw Portland on the 24th of October, 1845, or rather the
site of Portland, for the district was then inhabited by Indians. Captain John
H. Couch had claimed most of the land: on the north and F. W. Pettygrove
and A. L. Lovejoy were the claimants to the southern portion. Their cabins
had been built and upon the land had been posted notices to show that it had
been claimed. The families, however, lived at Oregon City at that time,

Mr. MacMillan’s mind is still very clear concerning the early events which
have shaped the history of this district. He relates that soon after his arrival
the bark, Toulon, arrived, Nathanial Crosby, captain, near the foot of Wash-
ington street, where the cargo was landed and covered with a canvas until a
log house could be built that became Portland’s first warehouse. The follow-
ing year, 1846, James B. Stevens built a double log house on the east bank of
the Willamette, a part of which was used for a cooper shop, Dr. McLoughlin
employing him to make one thousand flour barrels. It was his father who was
the first person buried in Lone Fir cemetery.

The first sawmill was built by Abrams in the south end of the city and later
a sawmill was erected near the present site of the gas works, but after a few
years it was burned. Then the firm of Estes & Stimson built a sawmill, which
they later sold to Ben Holladay for the sum of sixty thousand dollars. Mr.
Holladay had the mill removed a mile down the river, where a double mill was
erected as well as a sash, door and blind factory. As millwright Mr. MacMillan
had charge of this work for eleven years and was thus closely associated with the
lumber industry of the city at an early day. At that time a few enterprising
merchants were meeting the wants of customers of this district, Northrop &
Simon conducting a store on Front street, while W. S. Ladd had a store near
the Stark street ferry on the west side of the street, Mr. MacMillan seeing him
clear his land where he built his house. Mr. MacMillan was also well ac-
quainted with Hugh O’Brien, Portland’s first mayor, who crossed the plains in
1845, and he also knew Anthony L. Davis, the first justice of the peace. As
the city developed a newspaper made its appearance in Portland, published by
John Orvis Watterman, and soon afterward T. J. Dryer began the publication
of the Oregonian. The litigated interests of the city were intrusted to Judge
Hamilton, the firm of Olney & McEwan and other early lawyers, while Drs.
Davenport and Chapman attended to the physical ills. “Uncle Jimmy” Stevens
donated land for school purposes and the Rev. Lyman built the first Congrega-
tional church, while Rev. Wilbur had the Methodist church erected. Among
the notable weddings in the early days was that of the daughter of T. J. Dryer,
who became the wife of a nephew of Peter Skeen Ogden, who at that time was
the chief factor at Vancouver and was better known as the “kind-hearted man”
who purchased the women and children held prisoners by the Cayuses.



Mr. MacMillan in early pioneer times carried diﬁpatches from The Dalles
Mission to Governor Abernethy at Oregon City. ight came on about the
time he reached Portland. A dance was being held of which Mr. MacMillan
became a spectator. It was conducted by Charlie McKay, who was then called
“Old Scissors” for scissors was his greatest swear word. This dance was held
on the last night of 1847. The following day Mr. MacMillan walked to Oregon
City, where he delivered his despatches. When East Portland organized a city
government, by act of the legislature Mr. MacMillan at the first election was
chosen councilman and served for four years, Dr. Hawthorne being the presi-
dent of the village. It seems a long distant period from the primitive past to
the progressive present, from the Portland of 1845 to the city of the present
day. Mr. MacMillan has ever rejoiced in the development that has been carried
forward and it is his honest belief that Portland will yet become the largest city

on the Pacific coast.

[Portland Oregon, Its History and Builders by Joseph Gaston Vol iii fl8]1.3
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CAPT. JAMES H. McMILLEN. The first

member of the McMillen family of whom we have
any record is the great-grandfather, James Me-
Mllan, a native of Scotland, who upon immigrat-
ing to America settled in Rhode Island.  His
eldest son, also named James MeAillan, served
valiantly in the Revolutionary war. The latter’s
‘eldest son, foseph McMillen, it will be noted.
~changed the spelling of the family pame, and this
has been the style used by subsequent members
of the family. The father was a native of Oneida
where he learned the millwright’s trade. At
Pompey, N. Y., he erected a nall, and in 1826 he
‘removed to Buffalo, where he erected the First

Presbyterian Church, besides many other struct-
ures, and also followed millwrighting to quite
an extent. Going to Lodi, that state, in 182
he continued at bis trade there, building mil
along Cattaraugus creck, and in the year 18
he removed to 1llinois, and on the banks of
Desplaines river also engaged in erecting mills,
Working his way further west we next hear of
his crossing the plains in 1852, In Oregon City
he at once began to work at his trade, also as-
sisting in the building of steamboats and similar
work, In 1836 he went back to his home in the
cast, going by way of Panama, and upon return-
ing to the west brought his wife with him. Set-
tling in Forest Grove, he there spent the re-
mainder of his life, dying in 18go. His wife,
formerly Ruth Gannett, was a native of Spring-
field, Mass., and the daughter of Joseph Gannett,
who participated in the Revolutionary war, tak-
ing part in the battle of Bunker Hill as a minute
man. He was of English descent and came of
goodd old Puritan stock. Mrs. Ruth MeMillen
died at her home in Forest Grove, when more
than ninety years of age.



In the family of Joseph McMillen there were
seven children, five of whom came to Oregon
and three of whom are living at this writing, two
sons and one daughter, In Attica, N. Y., where
he was born May 10, 1823, James H. McMillen
spent his childhood years, and in the schools of
Ohio received his early knowledge of books.
Going to Illinois with the family in 1836, he
continued his studies there for a time, but, finally,
wishing to begin his business career, at the age
of fifteen yvears commenced to learn his father’s
trade, and this he found of inestimable value, as
future years proved. March 14, 1845, he took up
the weary march across the plains by ox-teams
and did not arrive at Oregon City until October
25 of that year. Work at hiz trade, however,
was waiting for him, and alnost immediately he
found employment in Governor Abernethy's
mill. The massacre of the Whitman party in
December, 1847, incensed the settlers and inau-
gurated what is known as the Cayuse Indian war.
Mr. MeMillen was one of the first to volunteer
and was made first duty sergeant in the first com-
pany of Oregon riflemen, doing service in the vi-
cinity of The Dalles. Here he found work at his
trade and for a time was employved in building
fortifications for the defense of the soldiers. After
a service of sixty-eight days he was discharged,
as his services were necded in repairing Gover-
nor Abernethy’s mill, which furnished flour for
the soldiers. After performing this task satisfac-
torily he was again ready to shoulder his gun, and
wherever he could be of vse in subduing the In-
dians, there he was found ever ready to perform
his duty toward the settlers, In the spring of
1849 he was one of the argonauts that sought



the gold fields of California, but unlike the great
majority of them his efforts were crowned with
more than a modicum of success. From the
American river and its tributaries, along which
his labors lay principally, he took a large quan-
tity of the yellow dust, and in the Oregon can-
yon, ten miles east of Coloma, he t out as
much as $700 in a single day.

Although he spent but a few months in the gold
fields he returned in December of 1849 $8,000
richer than when he started out in the spring.
On the Tualatin plains in \Washin county
he bought a large farm, and té this he added
until he had nine hundred acres in the tract. In
the meantime he had been employed at his trade,
and many mills all over the states of Oregon and
Waiaington stand as monuments to his handi-
work

In 1865 Mr. McAlillen sold his farm on the
Tualatin plains and on the banks of the \Willam-
ette purchased a forty acre tract not far from
the steel bridge. A few years later he laid ount
AleMlillen’s addition to East Portland, but this has
been almost entirely disposed of, although he
still retains three blocks on the river front, where
he has built up a fine residence property. Since
taking up his residence in Portland he has built
several mills, one of which was for Mr. Weidler,
in whose employ he remained as millwright for
twelve years. |



A sketch of Mr, AMcMillen's life would be in-
complete were no mention made of his identifi-
cation with the North Pacific History Company,
which published the History of the l'-gii ¢
Northwest, known everywhere, and especially in
the west, as the best work of the kind extant.
He helped organize, was one of the incorpo-
rators of the company and was its president. To
him should be given the credit for a large part
of the historical matter contained in the work,
especially the early history of Oregon, which
his associations here in pioneer days made
it possible for him to produce.

In Polk connty, Ore., in December, 1845, Mr.
McMillen was married to Miss Margaret Wise,
‘a native of New York state. She died eleven
months later, leaving a son, Frank, who dicd
when he was twelve years old.  In Portland oc-
curred his second marriage, which united him
with Miss Tirzah Barton, a native of Cincin-
nati, Ohio. She was the danghter of Capt. Ed-
ward Barton, who in 1851 came to Oregon with
his family, and who still conducts a carriage
manufactory in Portland. Of the second mar-
riage the following children were born: Ernest,
who died in 18qg1; Justus and Union, who died
at the of ten and six respectively; Muvrtle,
who died in her twelfth vear and whose ability
as a natural artist was very apparent; Constant,
who was killed in an elevator accident when in



[Portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette Valley p.-2D7



CAPT.J.H. MSMILLEN,
EAST PORTLAND, OR.

[History of the Pacific Northwest Vol | p. 440a]



CAPT. J. H. McMILLEN.— Captain McMillen,
a fitting example of the men whose stout courage,
tireless energy and ready friendliness laid the
groundwork of our state, is a pioneer of 1845, hav-
ing crossed the plains with W. H. Rector, Colonel
Taylor, Hiram Smith and others of that large immi-
gration.

Of Scotch ancestry, he traces his American line-
age to a great-grandfather who crossed the Atlantic
and settled in Rhode Island, where a numerous fam-
ily grew up around him. The grandfather, James,
pushed westward as far as New York; and in that
state Joseph, the father, was bormn. Arriving at
maturity he married Miss Ruth Gannett and settled
in Attica, New York; and in that village James H.,
whose life we here record, was born May 10, 1823.
During the very early life of this child, a further
removal was made to Lodi, now Gowanda; and in
1836, when James was coming to be a stout, active
lad, a further move to the prairies was effected. It
was at Orange, Du Page county, Illinois, that the
new home was made and anew farm opened. Aside
from his agricultural pursuits, the father wasa mill-
wright; and the son learned that trade as his reliance
for future support; and it has ever served him most
opportunely and honorably.

It was a foregone conclusion that the migratory
life should not end with the third American genera-
tion; and in 1845 James H., now a stocky, powerful

and skillful man of twenty-two, undertook the cross-
ing of the plains to Oregon. Upon the advice of
William Card, one of the organizers of the company,
he did not sell his eighty-acre farm in order to pro-
vide an outfit, but, deeding it to his brothers, joined
the train upon promise of necessary means to be
furnished along the way in return for services. Mr.
Card, William A. Culberson, Kale Grower and
Edwin Stone were of the immediate party to which
Captain McMillen belonged.

Many of the experiences on the plains were excit-
ing; and one, at least, was singular. ‘T'wo-thirds of
a day out from Ash Hollow, on the North Platte, a
wheel of someone’s wagon was broken. Rector,
hunting up McMillen as the handy man in the
crowd, asked him to go back with a horse and buggy
to Ash Hollow and get a good piece of ashwood to
mend the wheel, while the train would make camp
and wait. 'The distance was great enough to bring
his return far into the evening; and he found the
road occupied for miles by a vast herd of buffalo,
quietly feeding in the meadows. It was necessary
to observe great caution in order to make his way
through without startling the herd and causing a
stampede. The thick, dusky figures in the dark-
ness, the chewing and fretting of grass, the move-
ment of hoofs, and the possibility that the whole
might suddenly move like an avalanche, kept on a
constant guz vive the spirits of the man in the buggy,
and prevented his using his whip or chippering to
his horse; and he was much afraid that some ugly bull
of the band would run up in the starlight and attack
his animal. The buffaloes, however, stepped out of
his way and made room with all the docility of
domestic cattle, and let him pass without difficulty.



Another interesting reminiscence of the train was
the banquet given at Laramie to the chiefs of the
Sioux Indians. The young men of the tribe were
off on the war-path; and the old fathers and mothers
and boys and young women were very friendly.
The Whites served up a quantity of bean soup with
civilized delicacies; and the Indians, as they ate, sat
in a circle alternately with white men. In smoking
the pipe of peace, it was noticed that they were careful
to blow the first whiff upward to the Great Spirit.
They spoke with amity of the emigrants going
through their country and shooting buffalo for meat,
but not for indiscriminate slaughter. Itwasa gala
day; and the young women were dressed in their best
buckskin gowns, which were whitened by the appli-
cation of a certain clay which made them very lus-
trous. They reached nearly to their feet, and showed
off to excellent advantage their beautiful lithe fig-
ures.

A little below American Falls Captain McMillen
came as near experiencing the hunger of the wilder-
ness as at any point. Starting off in pursuit of a
number of lost steers, himself and companions took
with them but a small piece of bacon, which was
obliged to do duty as food in that keen air for three
days. He still remembers with pleasure the beauti-
ful loaf of light bread with which Mrs. Rector
greeted the little party upon its return.

Reaching Oregon City October 25th, with a fifty-
cent piece which some one had clandestinely slipped
into his pocket in return for some one of his many

timely services, he found employment in Abernethy’s
mills on the island at the falls, and in 1847 built the
bridge leading from the main street of the town over
the basin owned by McLoughlin, and used as a boom
for logs. This bridge was a substantial structure,
and supported eight hundred and fifty feet of rail-
way constructed of two-by-four scantlings, and bar
iron one-half by two inches. ‘This was the first rail-
road in the state, or west of the Rocky Mountains.

During one of those early summers, he was at
work on a boat at the mouth of the Skipanon creek,
and was one of the party that broke up a liquor
seller’s shop at Astoria. ‘This dispenser of ‘‘blue
ruin,”’ who was exciting the Indians, was a desperate
character; and it was only McMillen’s revolver that
brought him to terms. A hundred-and-forty-mile
pull in a canoe up the river to Oregon City was also
performed that summer in order to cast a vote for
Abernethy, the temperance candidate for governor.

Upon the outbreak of the Cayuse war, consequent
upon the massacre of Whitman, permission was
granted to quit work on the mill and proceed as a
member of the party of forty-six soldiers to occupy
The Dalles. 'The trip up the river in the midst of
storms and snow, and the exciting scenes at The
Dalles, in which Captain McMillen took an active
part, are fully described elsewhere.

In 1851 he secured a Donation claim on the
Tualatin Plains, and there for a number of years
carried on farming.



At the present time he occupies a delightful resi-
dence in East Portland, Oregon, upon land purchased
from Jacob Wheeler, and is occupied in the metrop-
olis in looking after his large real-estate and busi-
ness interests. At the age of sixty-six years he
still maintains rugged health, and, surrounded by
his family and friends, finds much to console him
for the many privations incident to the early settle-
ment of. this Northwest. His first wife, Margaret
Wise, was born in New York Statein 1832, and was
left an orphan at the age of three years. In 1846
she came to Oregon with a married sister, Mrs. Jessie
D. Walling, and was married to Mr. McMillen Jan-
uary 28, 1850. Within less than a year she passed
from earth, leaving a son, Frank, eight days old.
Of his present wife and family a sketch is here
added.

Mr. McMillen gave land for a public school in his
district, where he has acted in the capacity of clerk
and director for twelve years. He has served as
councilman in his ward four years, and has given
liberally to schools, churches and for charitable pur-
poses. In politics he has been a Republican from
the firing on Fort Sumter. In religion always lib-
eral, he has of late years become a firm believer in
Spiritualism, and has always been a friend to the
cause of temperance and other moral reforms. For
the past three years he has served as captain of the
Indian War Veteran Association, Camp Number 2,
of Multnomah county, Oregon.

It is proper also to add here that this gentleman
is the president of the North Pacific History Com-
pany, and that it is due chiefly to his steadfastness
and liberality that our work has been brought to
completion.

[History of the Pacific Northwest Vdl p. 464-5]



MRS. TIRZAH B. McMILLEN.— Especial
interest surrounds the life of those mothers who
made possible the social conditions of our state,
They will be held in everlasting remembrance.

Tirzah, the daughter of Edward and Hannah H.
Barton, was born in Clermont county, Ohio, in 1832,
and at a very early age accompanied her parents to
Cincinnati, later to Indiana, and in 1851 across the
plains to Oregon. In October of the same year she
was married in Portland to James H. McMillen, and
soon removed to their new home on Tualatin Plains,
ten miles west of Portland. It was there, amid the
agreeable surroundings and comforts of the farmer’s
life, that six children were born,—Ernest B., Jus-
tus H., June, Union, Right and Constant.

The next home was at Oswego, whither they
removed in 1861. It was there that Justus and
Union passed to spirit life in 1863, they, with their
elder half brother Frank, departing within a few
days of each other. Constant remained until 1882,
when he joined his brothers in the beyond. One
daughter, Myrtie, was born at Oswego. At the age
of twelve she passed to the better life. ‘Two sons,
Ernest and Right, and the daughter June, now the
wife of Julius Ordway, and Ivy, the wife of Dr. W.
L. Miller, of Portland, are living near the parental
home.

Their present home is at East Portland, Oregon.

[History of the Pacific Northwest Vol Il p. 466]



AGED MAN TRIES TO WED.

But Captain J. H. McMlilen Forgets
His Witness,

There were two disappointed loving
hearts at the Courthouse yesterdiy
afternoon on account of the refusal of

Deputy County Clerk Harry Bamford
to lswue a marrlage license for them,
becauae they did not bhrig along n
witness, which the stntute requires.

The withess must wuybserlbe to an
afMdovit ithat the would-be blushing
bride ix over the age of 18 yoarx, and
that there i no legal Impediment to
the marringe. The woman In thin cano
wns certninly 45 yeurs old or more,.
but the witness was necessary Jjust
the sume.

The contracting partiex wore Captain
James H, McMillen, n ploneer reaident
of IPortland, who plotted an addition
hearing his naume in ¥ast Portland,
and Mra. Adaline Rodgeras 8mith. They
ciama 10 the Uounty Clerk's affice (n-
gether, and both seomed taken by mur-
prike when ijuformerd that a licenaao
could nat Imgue,

Capinin McMilien In old and gray,
and hir wife dird A feww years ago,
He is well-known In FPortland as nan
nrdent ballaver In  spiritoallsm and
a8 A leading member and oflicer of the
Firat 8piritual Soclaly (n this clty.
He takes plengnure In entertainlpg his
frieonds at hig benutiful home at 285
Crosby slreaet, which overlooks the
river, with discourses concerning sub-
Jactsn =piritual, and in ahnwing thom
his apirit photographis  of relatieca
who have pussed to the great heyond,
which hoe obtained In Enstern citles,

Adaline It. 8mith I8 a eclolrvayant
and medlum, and: also prominent in
Portlund spiritunlistic circles,

Just hefore (hae marelage llcensa
wnag applied a deed was flled for rec-
ard by the torma of which James 17,
McMillen conveys to Addie R. Smlth
1oty 3 and 4, bloek 8, McMlillan's Addi-
tlon, whirh is the home proporiy, for
n conslderation nf 31, Another deesd
wns filed hy Mr, McMillen in favor of
J. 0, Baldern, conveying the south hulf,
of lot 4, block 2. MceMillen's Additlon,
for a conslderation of  $1200, The
numer of tho witnexses to the dends
aro Mra, . B, McClurn, A, FL. Tanner,
E. 5. Willlams and George W. wWil-
Hams., Mrs. Smith also executed n
dood supposed to be In fuvor of her
daughter, 'The wappy pair wero ex-
nected sonn to roturn with the witnoss
required, bt up to the cloeing hour did
not put in an appenrance,

[Morning Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Friday, September 16. 190 p.



TELL STORY OF
__ THEIR COURTSHIP

Captain and Mrs. J. H. McMillen Afflrm
That Theirs Is 2 Love Match
Pure and Simple.

[! NY person whn thinke that Cap-

tnin J. H. MeMilien, 81-year-old

bridegroom, I8 not compotlent to
mind his own buslenss, ought to talk
to him. Yesterday marning he re-
turned from IPuget Sound with his
bride, formerly Mrs. Addie R, 8mith,
clairvoyant. and medium. Firm-volced
and active he demanced of a reporioer
the rcason that the newspapers had
not told the truth about his marrioge.

Cuptnin MuMillen waa not Indignunt
or wrathy, No reprouwch lurked In his
question, Indueed, he proftored an ex-
planation of his own.

"1 fear,” suld he, “thut it was June-—
Mra. Juna MeMillen Ordway, my eldest
daughter,” .

Bonidoe the cvaptain sul the new Mra.
MeMillen, whose marringe tu a hus-
band somewhut mdvunced o years
couned se much swreastic cominent
among other cluirvoyants whoe had
hoped Lo murry the captain and among
his relitives who reluctantly saw the
prospective titla of his properiy pass
away from them. The new Mrs, Mce-
Millan Is a bride who frealy confesses
that she s 0. Truth to tell, she is still
protty. Her volee Ix soft and altogoether
charming. Her mauner Is ousy, possibly
from long handling of¥those who in-
quire of mediums, and her speoch Is
that of a well-eduecated woman. With
hor husband's explanation she agreed
at once,

“It may have heen Mra, Ordway,
dear,” she aald.

1 cannot Imagine,” continued the
Captain, "why June ghould suy such
things. I sce she I8 guoted a8 saying
that my former wlife knew my prosent
wite, then Mra, Smith, and disiiked
her. Now, that {s not at nll true.”

“Mra. MeMillan and I were Intimate
friends (111 she dled,” sald her suc-
GCHEOT,

“You know June writes pocetry,” =ald
the Captaln. *“"Now, my first wifs was
algo o spirituxlist, and on Bunduy morn-
ings she used to sit with June and would
tell her this poetry whlle she was in a
mediumlistic state. June often used to
say, ‘Why, that's just what 1 was think-
Ing Before I cume over.' But If June
thought of It, why daid she wall for her
mother to help hier out nnd tell her what
fo write?"

“lt's funny,” assented Alrs. MeMlllen,
“‘that Mrs. Ordway's poetry should, much
of It, aL least, have bheen written in that
way, lsn't 1t?"" And the reporter assent-
ad swith all hla henrt,

“Why." suld he, “did Mra, Ordway op-
posa your marriage with her fother?”

“Property troubles,” sald Captaln Me-
Millen. taking the hrunt of the conver-
gatlon off his wife's shouldery. ''She
aeems {c¢ be # little put out about the dl-
vision of my properiy. It's a trouble thut
dates back for yeurn., It wnas the dying
wish of my last wife that 1 should deecd
tlie old home to Mrs. Glover, who {8 my
other daughtor, Ivy. 1 dld so, and Mrs,
Ordway s vexed."”



‘line of work.

"“Wos she angry at you for deeding 310,-
000 worth of other property to Mrs, Smith
before you wera married?”

‘[ guees she was,” said the Captaln,
“T'Il tell you nbout that. Mres, Ordway
hegan to talk about having a guardian
appointed for me. 1 was nfraid some of
these husybhodles who dre always ready
to meddle with other people's business
might really do something. Ba I thought
I'd just provido a homa for myself In case
thay should tie up my affalrs. I trans-
ferre@ the property to AMrs. Smith, in
whom I have every confldence. Thon 1
folt ensfer. 1 knew 1 had somebody that
would take care of moe and that I could
take cura of. And ihe property wns safe."”

“You know,"” cxplained Mrs. McMillen,
“I have property and an [ncome of my
own. I did not marry my husband be-
caure I wanted hils money. but because I
loved him, Wo were both in the same
Wo are congenial, and
while nelther of us are in our first youth,
we got marrled, nud we're glad we did.”

Whereupon Captaln McMillen called his
bride “my denr,” and stroked her on the
hand,

""Did vou ever promlde to marry Mrs.
Ladd Finnican?’ nsked the reporter. Mrs.
Pinnlean {8 another medlum and clahr-
voyant who has nrrived at, and maybae
pagsed, the age of dlscretion, and who, {t
was sald, was & rival suliress for the
Cn.ptnin'a__hnm’l.

] e __a_a__ e _wmefst___  ___iiw

Jpanied Captain McMillen

“Never,” sald Captain McMlillen with
much emphasis, "never in my life.”

“Mrs. Finnican was gquoted In the news-
papers Ax saying that rour marrvinge to
Mre, Bmith merely nroved that o man
kapt two or three swomen on the string
even at the age of 80"

Caplain MalMillen was visibly pleased.
To bhe publiely accused of being a flirt at
81 years of age I8 o delicate flattery which
fs graented to few men, he they ever mo
fascinating in thelr youth. Ilkeé younger
Lotharios he smilingly protested.

*Now. now.” sald he, "why should she
aay that? I have no doubt that she would
have liked to marry me, but the thought
nover entrered my hoad.”

Two thinge Mrs. McMillen wished par.
tleularly to have denied in the newspn-
ners!: The sitatement Lhat she onere accom-
to Colline Mot
Springs, and the Insinuation that she mar-
rled her husband to get his property.
Only one thing oppresscd the bridegroom
much.

“They've made A bad mistake In my
age,” .he compluined. “They snid I was 83
and I'm only 81"

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Wednesday, September 28, 1904 p.10]



Captain McMillen’s Friends
Tell Story of His Undoing.

CRAFTY WIFE IS A MEDIUM

Aged Indinn Fighter's Property Be-
" lleved ‘to Have All Beon Cone
verted Into Cash and tho
Monoy Concealed.

e

Thoe news tolographed from B8an
Franclaco and published in yosterday's
Orogonian to the effoct that Captain J.
- H. McMlllen, formarly of this city, had
beon fleeced out of his fortune and left
practicnlly ponniiess hy the wifo whom
he married 'to please the spirits” last

FLEEGED BY SPIRITS

_yoar, hns not created any surprise

‘Millen property dissolved

among his friends and ncquaintances -n
Portland, In fnct many, express wonder
thnt such a calamity ﬁna not bofallon
tho aged bridvgroom boforoe this, tor
Alho porticular spivit which urged Mrs,
Addlie R, Bmith to becoma Mra, J.' H,
McMlillon i& Buspocted to have boen of
mercenary otigin, But little sympathy
in oxpressed for the.old man and pub-
lic sentimoent regurding tho Indy with
the big “mitt” {8 at such an ebb that it
woull not he very good for her health
to yisit here Just now,

Tho rolatives and friends of Capiain
McMillen tried in evory way to fro-
vent his maorringe with the womahn, but
hoe would not listen to advice or warn-
Ings. 1o was convinced by hor that the
apirily wished the unidn—so he sald nt
the time. 'The samo spirits seom to
have baoonh busy with the money quoa-
tion ever sinco, according (o the com-
pilnints he has filed in the Oakland
courts in an attempt to recover his
propurty or tho proceods of itm sala,

Property Turned Into Cash.”

If thos stories told around town by
partles who are In a position to know
the facts of thé onso are true, the Mo-
{teelf (nlo.

.ersh sumo time ago, but It seems that

tho nged husband did not come to tho
reallzalion of the fact until he had his
syed opoued Dby his drughtor, ‘This
Jdaughter, Mrs, Stacy, of Ohlo, was for-
merly Mrs, Glover and well known in
Portland, where she lived for many yoars,
The preseni Mra, McMillen sent her hus-
band to visiL Mrs. Stacy, promiasing
to follow soon. When shp did not ful-
fi11 her promise, the Captain opened

“his honrt to his daughter, and tho lat-

ter sow through tho spirits In a jifty.
Bhe had him on hla way back to Callfor-
nis before ho rtalized what was doing,
and {s behind him in his sull Lo rocover

the property.




Just what can be recovored is doubt-
ful, for It Is sald that Mrs, McMilllen
and her daughter, Mrs, 1L, B, McClure,
have wasted no time in. turning evory-
thiug availablo into cnsh and dinmonds,
Property in this form is nolL always on
record and it is surmised that there
will ho difficulty experlenced ln bring-
.Ing It to light, Last June Mrs, McMil-
lon and Mrs. McClure visited Portiand,
saying to frionds timt they cama up Lo
Anish Aettling up the estato. Bach wore
several thounsand dollars worth ot din-
monds, and while they made no lavish
expenditure of *money thoy brondly
hinted to intimate friends that thoy had
good fat bank accounts and thal they
were turning everything into cash, It
the property ls all in this form (¢t wiil
go bhad with- the Captain’'s suit.

Tho atory about the old-man of more
than four-score yenrs marrying the
widow littlo more than half his ago
"{n please Lhe spirits,” has assumed a
different phase since the news of his
predicament has reached Portland, and
tho real facts arg gradually coming to
lHght., It {8 said that the wlly Addle

was tho only spirit in the case and that.

sho worked overtime {n the good cause.

Between Thwo Medlums.

Bafore his marringe to Mrs, Smith,
Captain McMlllen was ongaged to
marry Mrs, Ladd J¥innlean, another
spiritualistic medium of this ecity, Mrs.
Finnlean even had her wedding clothos
miudeo in antlelpation of the happy day,
and the suit was not regurded with the
iln-favor which fell upon the SHmith
aftrir. Things went very smoothly—
5o the story runs—until the bride-clect
one dny made an unguirded romark
ubout Mrs. Addle R, Smith, which
caused tho Captain to make g trip to
the latter's apartments. Tact does not
scam to have bean his long suli, tor
he bluntly tnld Mrs, Smith what hls
fancee hud sald concerning her. That
it was not compllmentary nor te that
jady's liking, I8 evidencod by the fact
that the Iatter promptiy conducted the
nged tnlehearver to her attorney’'s of-
fice and sent post-haste for Mrs Fin-
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