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Joseph McMillen 

b. 27/29 Aug 1797 Oneida County, New York 

d. 03 Oct 1877 Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

buried Mountain View Memorial Gardens, Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

s/o James McMillen and Mary Cole 

m. 1818 Oneida County, New York 

Ruth Gannett 

b. 17 Mar 1798 Sharon, Massachusetts 

d. 25/26 Nov 1887 Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

buried Mountain View Memorial Gardens, Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

1836: moved to Orange, Dupage County, Illinois 

1840: DuPage County, Illinois, Joseph McMillen  1 male (-5), 1 male (5-9), 1 male (15-19), 1 male (30-39), 1 

male (40-49); 1 female (-5), 2 females (5-9), 2 females (10-14), 1 female (40-49) 

1850: Wayne, DuPage County, Illinois, October 15, 1850; Joseph McMellen (sic), 53, farmer, NY; Ruth, 52, 

Mass; Perthena, 21, NY; Benj F., 18, farmer, NY; Warren, 15, farmer, NY; Ewen E. [Annie F.], 12, IL; Stephen 

Blank, 21, laborer, NY; James G. Raymond, 1/12, IL 

1856: returned to DuPage County, Illinois by Panama and brought wife and remaining children to Oregon 

1860: Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon, June 7, 1860; Joseph McMillen, 63, millwright, $550 $300, 

NY; Ruth, 62, Mass 

1870: Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon, 1870; Joseph McMillen, 72, millwright, $2,000 $150, NY; 

Ruth, 72, keeping house, NY 

 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Friday, October 12, 1877 p.2] 

1880: Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon, June 11, 1880; Stephen Blank, 50, farmer, NY PA PA; 

Parthenia, 50, wife, keeping house, OH NY Mass; Ida, 14, foster dau, at school, OR OH OR; Ruth McMillen, 

mother in law, at home, Mass Mass Mass 

 

Children of Joseph McMillen and Ruth Gannett: 

1. Hattie W. McMillen 

b. 1819 

d. 

2. James Harvey McMillen [Pioneer of 1845] 

b. 10 May 1823 Attica, New York 
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d.  16 Jun 1913 Adamsville, Muskingum County, Ohio 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

m1. Dec 1845 Polk County, Oregon 

Margaret Wise 

b. 1832 

d. 24 Dec 1850 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

m2. 26 Oct 1851Washington County, Oregon 

Tizrah Barton [Pioneer of 1851] 

b. 26 Nov 1832 Ohio 

d. 21 Jun 1903 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

buried Lone Fir Pioneer Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

d/o Edward Barton and Hannah Pyle 

m3. 1904 

Addie R. Smith 

b. c1854 

d. 

1840: DuPage County, Illinois, Joseph McMillen  1 male (-5), 1 male (5-9), 1 male (15-19), 1 male (30-

39), 1 male (40-49); 1 female (-5), 2 females (5-9), 2 females (10-14), 1 female (40-49) 

ODLC: #686 Washington; James H. McMillen; b. 1823 NY; arr 25 Oct 1845; sc 10 Jun 1851; m'd Tryat 

[sic-Tizrah] B. on 26 Oct 1851 OT  

"Homicide--James McMillen shot A.J. Masters recently in Washington county between Hillsborough 

and Linn City.  The facts as we hear them are as follows:   A feud had long existed between McMillen 

and Masters, who were neighbors; McMillen started out to clear off some trees which had been blown 

across the road during the late storm, taking his axe and gun; Masters seeing him, went out where he 

was, and commenced talking about old difficulties; a quarrel ensued in which a scuffle took place for the 

possession of the axe; Masters could not wrest it from his hands, but so far got control of it as to beat 

McMillen's head pretty badly with the butt of it; McM. let go of it and ran, Masters pursuing, with the 

axe; he caught up to his gun, and while running, put it over his shoulder and fired behind him, the 

contents taking effect in Masters' head, shooting out both his eyes, and killing him instantly.  Another 

report says that McMillen turned and fired his gun, instead of discharging it from behind.  McMillen has 

given himself up, and is now in the custody of the law.  The wounds upon his head are severe, but not 

dangerous" [Oregon Statesman, Salem, Oregon October 21, 1856 
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[Morning Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Saturday, October 26, 1901 p. 8] 



 
[History of the Pacific Northwest Vol I p. 440a] 



 

[Portland Oregon, Its History and Builders by Joseph Gaston Vol ii p.792] 

 



 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Tuesday, June 23, 1903 p.14] 



 

 



 
[Portland Oregon, Its History and Builders by Joseph Gaston Vol iii p.613-14] 

 

 
[Portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette Valley p. 107a]  

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

[Portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette Valley p. 107-9] 



 
[History of the Pacific Northwest Vol I p. 440a] 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
[History of the Pacific Northwest Vol II p. 464-5] 



 
[History of the Pacific Northwest Vol II p. 466] 

 



 

 

 

[Morning Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Friday, September 16. 1904 p. 10] 

 



      



      

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Wednesday, September 28, 1904 p.10] 



      



      



 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Saturday, October 7, 1905 p.11] 


