
Richard Franklin Whitten 

Pioneer of 1852 

compiled by Gwen Fuller 

oregonpioneers.com 

Richard Franklin Whitten 

b. 1824 Chester County, Pennsylvania 

d. 07 Jun 1856 West Linn, Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried unknown, drowned in Willamette River just below falls while fishing 

[the body of Richard Whitten was recovered 14 Jun 1856 according to obituary of William Mann who died in 

the same spot a week later, it is supposed that he was buried in the Oswego Pioneer Cemetery but not 

confirmed] 

m. 02 Jun 1848 Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio 

Sarah Ann Davey 

b. 28 Feb 1828 Grantham, Lincolnshire, England 

d. 06 Feb 1892 Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d/o John Robert Davey and Mary Ann Gillings 

m2. Franklin Ford (b. 12 Jun 1822 VA, died 28 Apr 1905, buried Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, Lake Oswego, 

Clackamas County, Oregon; s/o Charles Ford 1797-1864 and Nancy Kincaid 1791-1867) 

 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/5521627/sarah-ann-ford
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/5521624/franklin-ford


[This is believed to be a picture of Sarah Davey Whitten but confirmation is lacking; contributed by Gwen 

Fuller] 

Note: the following research on Richard F Whitten was contributed by Gwen Fuller 

 

 



 



      



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

1850: City of Newport, Campbell County, Kentucky, August 29, 1850; Thomas Clephane, 50, stone mason, 

$2000, Scotland; Sarah 50, KY; David 28, plasterer, KY; Wm, 21, plasterer, KY; Alexander, 18, plasterer, KY; 

Susan Barton, 17, KY; Richard Whitton, 26, shoe maker, PA; Sarah, 20, England; Edward, 1, OH 

ODLC: #4606 Washington County, Richard F. Whitten, b. 1824 Chester County, PA; arrived Oregon 15 Sep 

1852; settled claim 01 May 1853; m’d Sarah 02 Jul 1848 Cincinnati, Ohio; 29 Jan 1869 J.M. Moore gave 

affidavit that Richard F. Whittin died about 1856 and his widow is now married to Franklin Ford.  Certificate 

was issued to Sarah Ford, formerly Sarah Whitten and heirs.  Aff: Samuel Miller, John F. Miller 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

1860: Linn City, Clackamas County, Oregon, Franklin Ford, 33, farmer, $900 $250, VA; Sarah, 28, England; 

Sarah L., 18, IA; Octavia, 80, IA; Oscar, 9, OH; Edwin, 6, OR; William, 4, OR; Charles, 2, OR, Frank 6/12, OR 

1870: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon, July 28, 1870; Franklin Ford, 48, farmer, $1000 $700, VA; Sarah 

40, keeping house, Eng; Oscar (Whitten), 18, at home, KY; Edward (Whitten), 16, OR; William (Whitten), 14, 

OR, Charles, 12, OR; Alurd (Aluard), 11, OR; Cora, 8, OR; Walter, 6, OR; Eugene, 4, OR; Frances, 5/12, OR 

1880: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon; Frank Ford, 57, farmer, VA VA VA; Sarah, 28, wife, keeps house, 

Eng Eng Eng; Charles, 21, son, laborer, OR; Leward, 20, son, laborer, OR; Cora, dau, 18, at home, OR; Walter, 

son, 16, at home, OR; Eugene, son, 14, at home, OR; Francis, son, 10, at home, OR; Edward Whitten, 26, 

boarder, single, laboer OR PA Eng; William Whitten, 24, boarder, single, laborer, OR PA Eng 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Oregon City Enterprise, Oregon City, OR, Friday, February 28, 1892] 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

Children of Richard Franklin Whitten and Sarah Davey: 

1. Edward Whitten [probably C.T. Whitten listed as dying on the trail] 

b. 1849 OH 

d. 1852 Oregon Trail 

1850: City of Newport, Campbell County, Kentucky, August 29, 1850; Thomas Clephane, 50, stone 

mason, $2000, Scotland; Sarah 50, KY; David 28, plasterer, KY; Wm, 21, plasterer, KY; Alexander, 18, 

plasterer, KY; Susan Barton, 17, KY; Richard Whitton, 26, shoe maker, PA; Sarah, 20, England; 

Edward, 1, OH 

 

 

 

[Oregon Statesman, Salem, Oregon, December 18, 1852] 

Note: information given on deaths was not always accurate.  It was dependent on the person giving the 

information and the person transcribing it.  The informant could have said, or written, E.T. Whitten and 

it was misunderstood.   

2. Oscar Cameron Whitten [research on this family contributed by descendant Gwen Fuller] 

b. 19 Apr 1851 Newport, Campbell County, Kentucky 

d. 18 Mar 1948 Union County, Oregon 

buried Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

m. 28 Sep 1877 Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

Harriet “Hattie” Newel Phillips 

b. 08 Feb 1848 Van Buren, Jackson County, Iowa 

d. 06 Aug 1891 Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d/o Jason Lathrop Phillips and Julia Marie McCumber 

1860: Linn City, Clackamas County, Oregon, Franklin Ford, 33, farmer, $900 $250, VA; Sarah, 28, 

England; Sarah L., 18, IA; Octavia, 80, IA; Oscar, 9, OH; Edwin, 6, OR; William, 4, OR; Charles, 2, 

OR, Frank 6/12, OR 

1870: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon, July 28, 1870; Franklin Ford, 48, farmer, $1000 $700, VA; 

Sarah 40, keeping house, Eng; Oscar (Whitten), 18, at home, KY; Edward (Whitten), 16, OR; William 

(Whitten), 14, OR, Charles, 12, OR; Alurd (Aluard), 11, OR; Cora, 8, OR; Walter, 6, OR; Eugene, 4, 

OR; Frances, 5/12, OR 



 

      

            Oscar C. Whitten                                                       Hattie Newel Phillips 

[photos contributed by Gwen Fuller] 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Children of Oscar Whitten and Harriet Phillips: 

i. Ada Helen Whitten 

b. 22 Nov 1878 Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 19 Mar 1961 Gladstone, Clackamas County, Oregon 

m. William Edward Wanker 03 Jan 1900 Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

ii. Frank Everett Whitten 

b. 31 Oct 1880 Hazelia, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 29 Apr 1942 Medical Springs, Union County, Oregon 

m. Effie May Hays 03 Apr 1905 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 

iii. Zen Belle Whitten 

b. 18 Jun 1883 Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 29 Jan 1977 Baker City, Baker County, Oregon 



m. James Robert Wanker 03 Jul 1906 Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

 

 

 

iii. Ether Grace Whitten 

b. 28 Mar 1886 Hazelia, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 25 Sep 1975 Monroe, Snohomish County, Washington 

 

iv. George Leslie “Pete” Whitten 

b. 20 Dec 1890 Hazelia, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 02 Feb 1910 Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

Note: Research on the following children of Richard F Whitten was compiled by Stephenie Flora 

3. Edward Franklin Whitten 

b. 05 Oct 1854 Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 18 Oct 1925 Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

m. 07 Oct 1884 Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

Mary Rozilla Farmer 

b. 07 Oct 1869 White Cloud, Mills County, Iowa 

d. 25 Aug 1912 Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

1860: Linn City, Clackamas County, Oregon, Franklin Ford, 33, farmer, $900 $250, VA; Sarah, 28, 

England; Sarah L., 18, IA; Octavia, 80, IA; Oscar, 9, OH; Edwin, 6, OR; William, 4, OR; Charles, 2, 

OR, Frank 6/12, OR 

1870: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon, July 28, 1870; Franklin Ford, 48, farmer, $1000 $700, VA; 

Sarah 40, keeping house, Eng; Oscar (Whitten), 18, at home, KY; Edward (Whitten), 16, OR; William 

(Whitten), 14, OR, Charles, 12, OR; Alurd (Aluard), 11, OR; Cora, 8, OR; Walter, 6, OR; Eugene, 4, 

OR; Frances, 5/12, OR 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/5521966/edward-franklin-whitten
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/5521968/mary-rozilla-whitten


1880: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon; Frank Ford, 57, farmer, VA VA VA; Sarah, 28, wife, keeps 

house, Eng Eng Eng; Charles, 21, son, laborer, OR; Leward, 20, son, laborer, OR; Cora, dau, 18, at 

home, OR; Walter, son, 16, at home, OR; Eugene, son, 14, at home, OR; Francis, son, 10, at home, OR; 

Edward Whitten, 26, boarder, single, laboer OR PA Eng; William Whitten, 24, boarder, single, laborer, 

OR PA Eng 

1900: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon, June 7, 1900; Edwin F., head, Oct 1854, 45, m-15yrs, OR 

Scot Eng, farmer; Mary A., wife, Oct 1868, 31, m-15yrs, 5-5 KS MO OH; Blanche A., dau, Jan 1887, 

13, s, OR OR KS, at school; Gracie E., dau, Nov 1888, 11, s, OR OR KS, at school; Ernest R., son, Sep 

1890, 9, s, OR OR KS, at school; Clarence E., son, Dec 1893, 6, s, OR OR KS; Iva A., dau, Jan 1900 

6/12, s, OR OR KS 

1910: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon, September 23, 1910; Edwin F. Whitten, 53, m1-25yrs, OR 

Scot Eng, general farmer; Mary R., wife, 44, m-25yrs, 6-5, Ark MO OH; Clarence, son, 17, s, OR OR 

Ark; Iva, dau, 10, s, OR OR Ark; Harlie, 8, s, OR OR Ark 

1920: Clackamas County, Oregon, January 22, 1920; Edwin Whitten, head, 65, wid, OR NE NE; Ernest, 

son, 28, m, OR OR OR, farmer; Minnie, wife, 27, OR Ger Ger; Norma, 6, s, OR OR OR; Lloyd, 3 ½, s, 

OR OR OR; Harley, son 18, s, OR OR OR 

 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Tuesday, August 27, 1912, p.6] 

 



 
[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Tuesday, October 20, 1925 p.28] 

Children of Edward Whitten and Mary Rosilla Farmer: 

i. Blanche A. Whitten 

b. Jan 1887 Oregon 

d. 

ii. Grace Edith Whitten 

b. 29 Nov 1889 Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 08 Jan 1984 Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried River View Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

m. Thomas Roland Savage 06 Jul 1912 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

iii. Ernest Richard Whitten 

b. 21 Sep 1891 Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 14 Feb 1961 Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried Riverview Abbey Mausoleum and Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

 

iv. Clarence E. Whitten 

b. Dec 1893 Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 

v. Iva Marie Whitten 

b. 26 Jan 1900 Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 25 Feb 1995 Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried Riverview Abbey Mausoleum and Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 

m. Delvia Walter Montgomery 

vi. Harley Eugene Whitten 

b. 30 Mar 1902 Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. Nov 1983 Willamina, Yamhill County, Oregon 

 

4. William James Whitten 

b. 22 Oct 1856 Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 13 May 1929 Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon 

buried Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/109035324/grace-e-savage
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/183659748/ernest-richard-whitten
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/183814756/iva-marie-montgomery
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/5498251/william-john-whitten


m. 08 Nov 1900 Clackamas County, Oregon 

Sarah Elizabeth “Bessie” Fox 

b. 05 May 1875 Ironton, Lawrence County, Ohio 

d. 20 Mar 1945 Altoona, Wahkiakum County, Washington 

buried Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

1860: Linn City, Clackamas County, Oregon, Franklin Ford, 33, farmer, $900 $250, VA; Sarah, 28, 

England; Sarah L., 18, IA; Octavia, 80, IA; Oscar, 9, OH; Edwin, 6, OR; William, 4, OR; Charles, 2, 

OR, Frank 6/12, OR 

1870: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon, July 28, 1870; Franklin Ford, 48, farmer, $1000 $700, VA; 

Sarah 40, keeping house, Eng; Oscar (Whitten), 18, at home, KY; Edward (Whitten), 16, OR; William 

(Whitten), 14, OR, Charles, 12, OR; Alurd (Aluard), 11, OR; Cora, 8, OR; Walter, 6, OR; Eugene, 4, 

OR; Frances, 5/12, OR 

1880: Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon; Frank Ford, 57, farmer, VA VA VA; Sarah, 28, wife, keeps 

house, Eng Eng Eng; Charles, 21, son, laborer, OR; Leward, 20, son, laborer, OR; Cora, dau, 18, at 

home, OR; Walter, son, 16, at home, OR; Eugene, son, 14, at home, OR; Francis, son, 10, at home, OR; 

Edward Whitten, 26, boarder, single, laboer OR PA Eng; William Whitten, 24, boarder, single, laborer, 

OR PA Eng 

1910:  Altoona Pct, Wahkiakum County, Washington, April 26 1910; William J. Whitten 52, m1-9yrs, 

OR NY Eng, fisherman-salmon; Sarah E., wife, 34, m1-9yrs, 4-4, OH OH OH; Hugh E., son, 8, s, OR 

OR OH; Thomas R., son, 6, s, OR OR OH; William E., son, 4, s, OR OR OH; Charles D., 2, WA OR 

OH 

1920: Altoona, Wahkiakum County, Washington, January 29, 1900, William, head, 62, m, OR NY Eng, 

fisherman-fishing boat; Sarah, wife, 44, OH OR OH; Hugh, son, 17, s, OR OR OH, laborer-cold storage 

co; Thomas, son, 16, s, OR OR OH, laborer-cold storage; William, son, 14, WA OR OH; Charles, son, 

12, s, WA OR OH; Eugene, son, 10, s, WA OR OH;  

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/5498249/sarah-elizabeth-whitten


 
[William and Sarah Whitten from collection of Ron Mitton, Enumclaw, Washington] 



 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, May 16, 1929 p.9] 

Children of William Whitten and Sarah Fox: 

i. Hugh E. Whitten 

b. 21 Jan 1902 Clackamas County, Oregon 

d. 16 Dec 1966 Clatsop County, Oregon 

buried Greenwood Cemetery, Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon 

m. Sophia M. Elliott 25 Dec 1929 Clatsop County, Oregon 

m2. Mary Davidson 13 Mar 1942 Thurston, Washington 

ii. Thomas Richard Whitten 

b. c1904 Washington 

d. 1931 

buried Oswego Pioneer Cemetery, Lake Oswego, Clackamas County, Oregon 

iii. William E. Whitten 

b. 1905 Washington 

d. 04 May 1970 Astoria, Clatsop County, Oregon 

buried Ocean View Cemetery, Warrenton, Clatsop County, Oregon 

iv. Charles Dexter Whitten 

b. 15 Aug 1907 Wahkiakum, Washington 

d. 05 Oct 1957 Clatsop County, Oregon 

buried Ocean View Cemetery, Warrenton, Clatsop County, Oregon 

v. Eugene “Gene” W. Whitten 

b. 27 May 1910 Wahkiakum, Washington 

d. 09 Jul 2002 Naselle, Pacific County, Washington 

buried Peaceful Hill Cemetery, Naselle, Pacific County, Washington 

m. Lillian Ruth Swanson 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/146815797/hugh-e-whitten
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/5498250/thomas-richard-whitten
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/155793267/william-e_-whitten
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/148164470/charles-dexter-whitten
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/22934862/gene-w_-whitten

