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Robert Alexander Cook

b. 31 May 1833 Blount County, Tennessee

d. 16 Mar 1919 Gold Hill, Jackson County, Oregon

buried Gold Hill IOOF Cemetery, Gold Hill, Jackson County, Oregon
s/o John McConnell Cook and Nancy Elizabeth Morton

m. 20 Feb 1853 Salt Lake Valley, Utah

Almira Ann Wooldridge

b. 20 Feb 1834 Trigg County, Kentucky

d. 08 Jan 1908 Grants Pass, Josephine County, Oregon

buried Missouri Flat Cemetery, Applegate, Jackson County, Oregon
d/o John Wooldridge and Temperance Vaugh(n?)

1850: Cass Twp, Greene County, Missouri, November 21, 1850; John M. Cook, 42, farmer, $200, TN; Nancy,
40, TN; Nancy A., 17, TN; Robert A., 16, TN; William S., 15, TN; Mary, 13, TN; Samuel H., 12, TN; Sarah E.,
10, TN; John M., 7, MO; Sophronia J., 2, MO; Thomas H.B., 11/12, MO

1852: emigrated in 1852 with Smith-Barlow Train; wintered over in Salt Lake Valley before continuing on to
Oregon in 1853

1860: Applegate Pct, Jackson County, Oregon, August 14, 1860; Robt A. Cook, 27, farmer, $100 $900, TN;
Almira A., 26, KY; Sarah E., 4, OR; John A., 3, OR; W.A., 1, OR; Thos Meg, 30, common laborer-teacher, $0
$600, Eng

1870: parents and siblings emigrated to Oregon

1870: Rock Point PO, Jackson County, Oregon, June 10, 1870; Robert A. Cook, 37, miner, $300 $500, VA
(TN) ; Elmira A., 37, keeping house, TN (KY); Sarah E., 14, KY (OR); John A., 12, OR; William A., 11, OR;
Thomas J., 9, OR; Robert W., 5, OR; Mary E., 3, OR; Nancy A. Goodwin, 39, no occupation, TN

1880: Foots Creek, Jackson County, Oregon, June 21 & 22, 1880; Robert A. Cook, 47, blacksmith, TN AL TN;
Almira, 47, keeping house, KY KY NC; Thomas J., 19, son, gold mining, OR TN KY; Robert L., 15, son,
works in the mines, OR TN KY; Mary E., 13, dau, at home, OR TN KY

1882:

Robt. A. Cook bas been employed
on Applegate for some time pastin
| building & new house for his brother—
8. H. Cook—who is erecting & fine
'residence,

[Oregon Sentinel, Jacksonville, Jackson County, Oregon, Saturday, September 9, 1882 p.2]
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Bobt. A. Cook ix now a temporary
resident of Grant's Pass. Wonder of
he has gone thare to aee that Josephine
county geis a decent Court House,

[Oregon Sentinel, Jacksonville, Jackson County, Oregon, Saturday, April 11, 1885 p.3]

1900: Foots Creek, Jackson County, Oregon, June 19, 1900; Robert A. Cook, head, May 1833, 67, m-47yrs, TN
TN NC, miner-placer; Almira, wife, Feb 1833, 67, m-47yrs, 8-5, KY KY KY; Leslie, g-son, Jun 1888, 15, s,
OR OR IA, at school; James, g-son, Jun 1890, 10, s, OR OR IA, at school; Hardy, g-son, Feb 1893, 7, s, OR OR
IA, at school

1910: Grants Pass, Josephine County, Oregon, April 30, 1910; John H. Wooldridge, head, 44, m1-18yrs, OR
KY MO, hostler, liver barn; Mary E., wife, 43, m1-18yrs, 3-3, OR TN KY; John F., son, 16, s, OR OR OR,
farm-working out; Robert G., son, 14, s, OR OR OR; Henry R., son, 3, s, OR OR OR; Robert A. Cook, father in
law, 76, wid, TN unk unk, own income

“Robert A. Cook: lives on Foot's creek; is a miner and farmer; P. O. address Draper: was born in Blunt county,
Tenn. 1833; came to state 1853, to county 1859: married Feb., 20,1853 to Almira Wooldridge; children, Sarah
E. (dec), John A., Wm. A., Thos. J. Robert L. and Mary E.” [History of Southern Oregon by Albert Walling p.
502]

COOK OLDEST POSTMASTER

Draper, Or., Official Is 86 Years
01d; in Service for 27 Years.

e e

MEDFQRD, Or, July 12.—(Speclal.)
—Another claimant to the title of old-
est postmaster In Oregon has appeared
in the person of Robert A, Cook, 388
yvears old, who hes been postmaster at
Draper for 27 years.

Draper 13 & village consisting of the
postoffice alone and Mr, Cook and his
sonr and daughtar ara the sole inhe.b-!
itants, It i3 256 miles from Medford,:
nestled In the mining country north of'
here at the middle fork of Foots
Cresk, Robert Cook came to Cregon
48 years ago with an ox team and’
19 wears later, ocn the death of Silas
Draper, who kept the store and post-
office at the littls. place during the
mining boom, took ¢harge of the littla
flvae, by s5ix shack that served a&as a
dispensary for &ll the mails that ever
came. In ordsr that peopls may make
no mistake of the dignity of the place
*Draper FPostétlice™ has beon burned
in the door of the littie sback.

In consideration for hLis services as
poetmaster back in the monntains,
miles from cilvilization, the Tnited
' Siates Government allows Mr. Cook tha
|ca.ncalla.tions. amounting to probably
$25 a ryears, MMr. Cook’s claim 1s that
Ihe- has been postmaster for more con-
| gecutlve years than any other person

Iin the state.

[Oregonlan Portland Oregon, Thursday, July 13, 1911 p.6]




JOSEPHINE PIONEER DIES

Robert A, Cook Crosses Plains to
: Oregon In Year 1852,

GOLD I11iL1, Or, March '22,—(Spe-
cinl,)—Robert A, Cook, who dled at Gold
Il on March 16, wag one of tha fow
remaining ploncers of this vielnity., le
was born May 31, 1833, in Blunt
county, Tennessee. When a boy ho
moved with his famlly to Missourl, and
in the spring of 1852 left for Oregon
arriving at Oregon City June 27, 1853.

Whils en route across the plainsg he
marricd Elmira A, Wooldrldge., He
first sctiled in Yamhlill county, later in
Lane county and in 1350 loceated in Jo-
sephine county on the Applegate river,
Six years later he settled on o home-
stend on Ttoots creek, six mlles west
of CGold HIiV, where he had dince ro-
slded. Ilo was a blacksmith. o was
postmaster at Draper for 30 ycars, '‘and
was county commlssioner for Jackson
county when the present court house
was oercctod in 1883, Hec i8 survived by
four sons, ono daughter, 17 grandchil.
dren, 20 groat-grandchildren and nino
great-great-great-grandchildren,

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Sunday, March 23, 1919, p.12]




DEAD OF THE NORTHWEST

Mrs. Elmira Ann Woldridge Cook,
Ploncer of 1853.

GRANTS PASS, Or, Jan, 16.—(Special)
—Mre. Elmira Ann Woldrldge Cook, who
died_in this city January §, was born in
County, Kentucky, Fedbruary 20,

1585, 8he moved with her puarents to
Southwestern Missour! in 15844, where her
father diod. In April, 18X with her
mother, sister and bdrothers, she started
for the Oregon country. Winter was
spent n Salt Lake Valley, ° Fobru-
T B o T b B
valley, Ap ot

the =ame year, boou Croek
Mountains and struck tl\o Oregon road at
nld Fort Hall. From thers the party de-
scanded the Snake and Columbla until the
Deschutes River was reached, when they
crosmod the Cascades by wany of tha Bar-
law pass, and entered Oregon City, June

ma.
m Coolc lou:d in Yamhil
Ooudb _dr was born
and b “Augunat

they moved to mc Gnunm where they
remained until Juoe, 159, ‘when they Seft
for Southern Oregon and arrived In Jack-
son County, June I7, locating on Appie-
gate Creek, where they Uwved until the
Fall of '68 whon they moved to Foots
Creok, the present Cook home. Sho is
survived by a husband and five children:
J. A, and W. A, Cook, of Gcld’ Hilt; T. J,
Cook, of Foots Creck:; R. T. Cook, of
Rock Point; Mary BE. Waldridge, of Granta
Fasp. Amm her descondants are 20
grandehildren and M4 great-grandchildren,

[Morning Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Friday, January 17, 1908 p. 13]

Children of Robert Cook and Almira Wooldridge:

1. Sarah Emily Cook

b. 20 Jun 1855 Lancaster, Lane County, Oregon

d. 16 Mar 1875 Applegate Valley, Josephine County, Oregon
buried Missouri Flat Cemetery, Applegate, Jackson County, Oregon

m. 08 Dec 1870 Applegate Valley, Josephine County, Oregon
Levi C. Miller

b.22 Jul 1837

d.10 Sep 1880
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buried Missouri Flat Cemetery, Applegate, Jackson County, Oregon

1860: Applegate Pct, Jackson County, Oregon, August 14, 1860; Robt A. Cook, 27, farmer, $100
$900, TN; Almira A., 26, KY; Sarah E., 4, OR; John A,, 3, OR; W.A,, 1, OR; Thos Mee, 30,
common laborer-teacher, $0 $600, Eng

1870: Rock Point PO, Jackson County, Oregon, June 10, 1870; Robert A. Cook, 37, miner, $300
$500, VA (TN) ; Elmira A., 37, keeping house, TN (KY); Sarah E., 14, KY (OR); John A., 12,
OR; William A., 11, OR; Thomas J., 9, OR; Robert W., 5, OR; Mary E., 3, OR; Nancy A.
Goodwin, 39, no occupation, TN

2. John Andrew Cook

b. 14 Mar 1857 Lancaster, Lane County, Oregon

d. 30 Apr 1938 Lane County, Oregon

buried Gold Hill IOOF Cemetery, Gold Hill, Jackson County, Oregon

m. 14 Mar 1877

Emma Florence Bailey

b. 1859 lowa

d. 1902 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

buried Hays-Gall Cemetery, Gold Hill, Jackson County, Oregon
d/o Henry F. Bailey and Minerva J. Cook

1860: Applegate Pct, Jackson County, Oregon, August 14, 1860; Robt A. Cook, 27, farmer, $100
$900, TN; Almira A., 26, KY; Sarah E., 4, OR; John A,, 3, OR; W.A,, 1, OR; Thos Mee, 30,
common laborer-teacher, $0 $600, Eng

1870: Rock Point PO, Jackson County, Oregon, June 10, 1870; Robert A. Cook, 37, miner, $300
$500, VA (TN) ; Elmira A., 37, keeping house, TN (KY); Sarah E., 14, KY (OR); John A., 12,
OR; William A., 11, OR; Thomas J., 9, OR; Robert W., 5, OR; Mary E., 3, OR; Nancy A.
Goodwin, 39, no occupation, TN

1880: Foots Creek, Jackson County, Oregon, June 21 & 22, 1880; John A. Cook, 23, gold miner,
OR TN KY; Emma F. 19, keeps house, IA unk IN; Robert E., 2, son, at home, IA OR IA; Sarah
A., 11/12 (Feb), dau, at home, OR OR IA

3. William Alexander Cook

b. 29 Nov 1858 Lancaster, Lane County, Oregon

d. 21 Jul 1943 Jackson County, Oregon

buried Gold Hill IOOF Cemetery, Gold Hill Jackson County, Oregon

m. 24 Mar 1880 Jackson County, Oregon

Mary Clementine Morris

b. 11 Dec 1860 Missouri

d. 05 Jun 1946

buried Gold Hill IOOF Cemetery, Gold Hill Jackson County, Oregon

1860: Applegate Pct, Jackson County, Oregon, August 14, 1860; Robt A. Cook, 27, farmer, $100
$900, TN; Almira A., 26, KY; Sarah E., 4, OR; John A., 3, OR; W.A,, 1, OR; Thos Mee, 30,
common laborer-teacher, $0 $600, Eng
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1870: Rock Point PO, Jackson County, Oregon, June 10, 1870; Robert A. Cook, 37, miner, $300
$500, VA (TN) ; Elmira A., 37, keeping house, TN (KY); Sarah E., 14, KY (OR); John A., 12,
OR; William A., 11, OR; Thomas J., 9, OR; Robert W., 5, OR; Mary E., 3, OR; Nancy A.
Goodwin, 39, no occupation, TN

1880: Foots Creek, Jackson County, Oregon, June 21 & 22, 1880; Wm A., 21, gold miner, OR
TN KY; Mary C., 20, wife, keeping house, MO MO MO; John R. Bailey, 21, boarder, gold
miner, MO unk unk; Melinda J. Orme, 20, works out, IA unk unk

4. Thomas Jefferson Cook

b. 02 Nov 1860 Lancaster, Lane County, Oregon

d. 26 Feb 1945

buried Jacksonville Cemetery, Jacksonville, Jackson County, Oregon

m. 15 Apr 1903

Florence Jane Taylor

b. 1871

d. 1947

buried Jacksonville Cemetery, Jacksonville, Jackson County, Oregon

1870: Rock Point PO, Jackson County, Oregon, June 10, 1870; Robert A. Cook, 37, miner, $300
$500, VA (TN) ; Elmira A., 37, keeping house, TN (KY); Sarah E., 14, KY (OR); John A., 12,
OR; William A., 11, OR; Thomas J., 9, OR; Robert W., 5, OR; Mary E., 3, OR; Nancy A.
Goodwin, 39, no occupation, TN

1880: Foots Creek, Jackson County, Oregon, June 21 & 22, 1880; Robert A. Cook, 47,
blacksmith, TN AL TN; Almira, 47, keeping house, KY KY NC; Thomas J., 19, son, gold
mining, OR TN KY; Robert L., 15, son, works in the mines, OR TN KY; Mary E., 13, dau, at
home, OR TN KY

5. Henry Jackson Cook
b. 12 Jun 1862 Lancaster, Lane County, Oregon
d. bef 1870 Draper, Jackson County, Oregon

6. Robert Lee Cook

b. 16 Mar 1865 Applegate Valley, Josephine County, Oregon

d. 06 Feb 1941

buried Gold Hill I0OOF Cemetery, Gold Hill, Jackson County, Oregon

m. 10 Apr 1890 Jackson County, Oregon

Sarah Alice E. Morris

b. 08 Aug 1866

d. 30 Mar 1935

buried Gold Hill IOOF Cemetery, Gold Hill, Jackson County, Oregon

1870: Rock Point PO, Jackson County, Oregon, June 10, 1870; Robert A. Cook, 37, miner, $300
$500, VA (TN) ; Elmira A., 37, keeping house, TN (KY); Sarah E., 14, KY (OR); John A., 12,
OR; William A., 11, OR; Thomas J., 9, OR; Robert W., 5, OR; Mary E., 3, OR; Nancy A.
Goodwin, 39, no occupation, TN

1880: Foots Creek, Jackson County, Oregon, June 21 & 22, 1880; Robert A. Cook, 47,
blacksmith, TN AL TN; Almira, 47, keeping house, KY KY NC; Thomas J., 19, son, gold
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mining, OR TN KY; Robert L., 15, son, works in the mines, OR TN KY; Mary E., 13, dau, at
home, OR TN KY

7. Mary Emeline Cook

b. 08 Feb 1867 Foots Creek, Jackson County, Oregon

d. 10 May 1929 Grants Pass, Josephine County, Oregon

buried Missouri Flat Cemetery, Applegate, Jackson County, Oregon

m. c1892

John Henry Wooldridge

b. 1866

d. 13 Jul 1935 Grants Pass, Josephine County, Oregon

buried Missouri Flat Cemetery, Applegate, Jackson County, Oregon

1870: Rock Point PO, Jackson County, Oregon, June 10, 1870; Robert A. Cook, 37, miner, $300
$500, VA (TN) ; Elmira A., 37, keeping house, TN (KY); Sarah E., 14, KY (OR); John A., 12,
OR; William A., 11, OR; Thomas J., 9, OR; Robert W., 5, OR; Mary E., 3, OR; Nancy A.
Goodwin, 39, no occupation, TN

1880: Foots Creek, Jackson County, Oregon, June 21 & 22, 1880; Robert A. Cook, 47,
blacksmith, TN AL TN; Almira, 47, keeping house, KY KY NC; Thomas J., 19, son, gold
mining, OR TN KY; Robert L., 15, son, works in the mines, OR TN KY; Mary E., 13, dau, at
home, OR TN KY

1910: Grants Pass, Josephine County, Oregon, April 30, 1910; John H. Wooldridge, head, 44,
m1-18yrs, OR KY MO, hostler, liver barn; Mary E., wife, 43, m1-18yrs, 3-3, OR TN KY; John
F., son, 16, s, OR OR OR, farm-working out; Robert G., son, 14, s, OR OR OR; Henry R., son,
3,3, OR OR OR; Robert A. Cook, father in law, 76, wid, TN unk unk, own income
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