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Robert Moore 

b. 02 Oct 1781 Franklin County, Pennsylvania 

d. 01 Sep 1857 Clackamas County, Oregon 

probably buried Mountain View Cemetery, Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

s/o Amos Moore and Sarah Foreman 

m1. 18 Apr 1805 Mercer County, Pennsylvania 

Margarette Clark 

b. 08 Mar 1783 Franklin County, Pennsylvania 

d. 20 Oct 1848 Missouri 

d/o John Clark and Jane McDowell 

 
[Oregon Spectator Newspaper Index; note: she died in MO and never came to Oregon] 

m2. 18 Dec 1851 

Jane Gilbert Tubbs 

b. 15 Mar 1809 

d. 27 Feb 1859 Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried Mountain View Cemetery, Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon 

m1. Beverly Apperson 

1812: served in war of 1812 in Pennsylvania Militia, ended as Major 

1822: moved to Missouri 

1830: elected to Missouri legislature 

1835: “In December 1835 a party arrived at Osceola Grove under the leadership of Major Robert Moore…” 

[History of Stark County, Illinois, Chapter III p.66] 

1839: “ member of Peoria Party; after the split of the party at Bent's Fort, Moore accompanied the Shortess 

party northward along the foot of the mountains to Fort St. Vrain on the South Platte where he appears to have 

traveled on his own” [Wagon Train of 1839] 

1841: “was living near the mouth of Champoeg Creek; was chairman of Legislative Committee of nine 

members elected May 2, 1843 to draft a code of laws; had served in MO legislature.” [Champoeg, Place of 

Transition p.117,160]                       

1846: Twality (Washington) County, Land Claim, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record Vol 3 p. 

018 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Moore&GSiman=1&GSsr=41&GScid=39180&GRid=68319591&


ODLC: #4024 Washington County, Robert Moore; b. 1781 Franklin County, PA; settled claim 30 Jun 1842; 

m’d Margaret 18 Apr 1805 Franklin County, PA; Margaret Moore left Stark County, IL in spring of 1847 with 

Geo. White & James M. Moore.  She remained in St. Louis, MO or St. Genevieve County Co, MO with sick 

dau.  Intended to accompany her son-in-law Philip Painter to Ore in spring.  She died Oct 1848.  Aff: Geo 

White, John McLoughlin, Joseph C. Avery 

1849: Twality (Washington) County, Census, Robert Moore, , Provisional and Territorial Record #3451 

1850: Washington County, Oregon Territory, December 4, 1850; L.R. Thurston, 32, lawyer, ME; Elizth F., 32, 

ME; Geo H., 4, IA; Elizth, 1 ½, OT; D.F. McClane, 23, machinish, ME; Robt Moore, 69, farmer, PA 

1850: Clackamas County, Census, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #3450 

1853: Clackamas County, Census, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #5290 

1854: Washington County, Tax Roll, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #8021 

1856: Clackamas County, Tax Roll, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #12275 

1857: Clackamas County, Tax Roll, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #12275A 

1857: Washington County, Tax Roll, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #12279A 

1857: Washington County, Census, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #7987 

1857: Clackamas County, Census, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #7990 

1857: Clackamas County, Estate, Robert Moore, County Record #0006 

1858: Washington County, Tax Roll, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #12279B [after death] 

1858: Clackamas County, Tax Roll, Robert Moore, Provisional and Territorial Record #12275B [after death] 

OHSQ: arrival in OR 4-168, 13-96,34-317; Atkinson diary 40-268,273, 357-58, 360; bio 13-114, 28-209, 33-

212, 34-217, 37-167; committee to form constitution 2-100, 13-102; ferry license 5-195, 7-395, 28-209; land 

claim    4-168, 13-96, 14-43, 31-68; legislative committee  2-105,108,371 5-185,13-148, 40-22,251,252; 

legislature  in MO 13-148; Linn City 14-215, 17-314, 28-209, 37-347;  meeting of March 1843 13-107, 13-114, 

30-215;  Presbyterian church 20-170; Spectator 3-354, 26-246,  28-209, 35-175; tax roll of 1844 31-19; teaches 

Johnson children 34-317; Thurston's diary 15-173,179,180,182,203; tract society 40-273; War of 1812 34-317; 

wife 40-185;    Willamette Cattle Co 21-208; Williams visits 38-156; Young estate 21-277,302,314; 66-350; 81-

105 

Children of Robert and Margarette Clark: 

1. Joseph Clark Moore [Pioneer of 1852] 

b. 11 Mar 1806 Mercer County, Pennsylvania 

d. 15 Sep 1852 Grande Ronde, Oregon 

m. no indication he ever married 

1840: Clinton County, Illinois, J.C. Moore, 1 male (30-39) 

1850: Dist 68, Clinton County, Illinois, J.C. Moore, 44, physician, $800, KY (sic-PA) enumerated in 

Carpenter Powell household along with numerous others, probably a boarding house] 



 

[Weekly Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Saturday, October 16, 1852 p3] 

2. Jane McDowell Moore [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 09/29 Aug 1807 Mercer County, Pennsylvania 

d. 31 Dec 1883 Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington 

buried Mountain View Cemetery, Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington 

m. 06 Jan 1825 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania/Missouri 

Philip Charles Painter [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 25 Jun 1794 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

d. 09 Jun 1850 16 miles east of Little Blue River, Kearney County, Nebraska of cholera 

buried on Little Blue River, Kearney County, Nebraska 

s/o William Painter and Martha Thornton 

ODLC: #749; Washington County, Jane Painter, a widow, b. 1807 PA; arrived OR 1850; settled claim 

28 Jun 1852; m’d Phillip Painter 06 Jan 1825 MO; He died on plains near Little Blue 08 Jan (sic-Jun) 

1850.  Aff: David J. Schneibly, Wm C. Painter 

1850: Washington County, Oregon, December 4, 1850; Jane Pinters (sic-Painter), 42, PA; Robt, 23, 

MO; Charles, 20, MO; Margt A., 16, MO; Joseph C., 9, MO; Sarah J., 6, MO [note: Jane living next 

door to brother, James M. Moore] 

1860: Washington County, Oregon, August 3, 1860; Geo C. Day, 38, farmer, $1500 $700, IN; Sarah, 17, 

MO; Wm, 4/12, OR; Jane Painter, 52, $5000 $0, PA 

1880: Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Oregon, June 12, 1880; Jane Painter, 73, wid, PA PA PA 

“d/o Robert Clark of 1839 Peoria Party; m'd Judge Phillip Painter in MO; husband and two sons died at 

Ft. Kearney of cholera during 1850 emigration; made home with father at Linn City; later published the       

Oregon Spectator when her father bought it and turned it over to her; 1852 deeded the paper to her 

daughter, Margaretta (Mrs. Schnebly); mother of 8 children” [Genelogical Forum of Oregon: Vol XIII 

#10 p.102] 

Children of Philip Painter and Jane Moore: 

i. William Tarton Painter 

b. 1826 

d. bef 1850 ? 

ii. Robert Moore Painter [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 30 Nov 1827 St. Genevieve County, Missouri 

d. 03 Nov 1868 Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon 

buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Painter&GSiman=1&GScid=76953&GRid=121194737&
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=15416984


m. c1855 Oregon 

Ella Zeiber 

b. 17 Sep 1835 Somerset County, MD 

d. 04 Jul 1911 Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon 

ODLC: #748 Washington County, Robert M. Moore, b. 1827 MO; settled claim 15 Jul 1851 (one 

doc gives 10 May 1852).  Temp abs last of Oct 1851 to Abt 15 May 1852 ‘away longer than 

intended due to hostility of Indians..through which he was compelled to pass.”.  Aff: David S. 

Schnebly, James M. Moore, Henry E. Hayes, Wm C. Painter 

1850: Washington County, Oregon, December 4, 1850; Jane Pinters (sic-Painter), 42, PA; Robt, 

23, MO; Charles, 20, MO; Margt A., 16, MO; Joseph C., 9, MO; Sarah J., 6, MO [note: Jane 

living next door to brother, James M. Moore] 

1860: Washington County, Oregon, August 3, 1860; Robt Printer (sic-Painter), 33, carpenter, 

$3000 $750, MO; Ella, 24, ME; Robt, 7/12, OR; Sarah Seward, 7, OR 

1870: North Salem Pct, Marion County, Oregon, June 27, 1870; Ella Painter, 35, keeps house, 

$1800 $300, MD; Robert E., 10, at school, OR; Octavia, 9, OR; Phillip, 7, OR; John S., 5, OR; 

Juliet, 3, OR [living next door to John S. Zeiber] 

iii. William Charles Painter [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 18 Apr 1830 St. Genevieve County, Missouri 

d. 04 Dec 1900 Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington 

buried Mountain View Cemetery, Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington 

m. 07 Jan 1864 Touchet, Washington 

Caroline “Carrie” Mitchell 

b. 

d. 

d/o Israel Mitchell 

ODLC: #1559 Washington, William C. Painter, b. 1830 MO; settled claim 22 Feb 1852.  Aff: 

Elijah Bird, Wm. Bird, D.J. Schnebly 

1850: Washington County, Oregon, December 4, 1850; Jane Pinters (sic-Painter), 42, PA; Robt, 

23, MO; Charles, 20, MO; Margt A., 16, MO; Joseph C., 9, MO; Sarah J., 6, MO [note: Jane 

living next door to brother, James M. Moore] 

1860: Washington County, Oregon, Aug 4, 1860; Chas Painter, 30, farmer, $2500 $946, MO; Jos 

Painter, 19, laborer $125 $805, MO 

 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=15395869
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=121195094


 

 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Thursday, December 6, 1900] 



 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Wednesday, December 5, 1900 p.4] 

 

iii. Margaretta A. Painter [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 03 Jun 1833 Missouri 

d.. 09 Feb 1907 Ellensburg, Kittitas County, Washington 

buried IOOF Cemetery, Ellensburg, Kittitas County, Washington 

m. 20 Nov 1851 Oregon 

David Jacob Schnebly 

b. 06 Feb 1818 Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland 

d. 1901 Ellensburg, Kittitas County, Washington 

buried IOOF Cemetery, Ellensburg, Kittitas County, Washington 

1850: Washington County, Oregon, December 4, 1850; Jane Pinters (sic-Painter), 42, PA; Robt, 

23, MO; Charles, 20, MO; Margt A., 16, MO; Joseph C., 9, MO; Sarah J., 6, MO [note: Jane 

living next door to brother, James M. Moore] 

 

 

[Oregon Spectator Newspaper Index] 

     “In the death of David J. Schnebly a veteran newspaper man--the oldest in the northwest--

passed away. When he conducted the Oregon City Spectator in 1853, Henry Pittock of the 

Oregonian applied to him for work and he was even then a vigorous editor and a successful 

newspaper man. Although he has been out of the newspaper business for over four years, he was 

well known. Outside his profession his kindly and genial disposition made friends of all who 

knew him. His contemporaries remember him as a fair editor, a hard hitter, if need be, but just 

and discriminating and the news of his death will bring regret to scores of old friends from 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=17526857
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=17526856


Oregon to British Columbia. He was indeed a landmark in the progress of the great northwest in 

which he took a most creditable part.” [The Ellensburg Capital, January 12, 1901] 

     “After a lingering illness, Mrs. Margaret A. Schnebly died last Saturday afternoon at the 

home of her daughter, Mrs. J. B. Davidson, at an advanced age. She had been an invalid for years 

and much of the time was a great sufferer. 

     Mrs. Schnebly was one of the pioneer women of the valley and was widely known and much 

esteemed. She was a woman of strong personality and left an impression of her characteristics 

upon the community, with a strong influence for good. 

     Besides her daughter she leaves two sons, P. H. and C. P. Schnebly and a number of other 

relatives. The funeral, which took place at her late home Monday afternoon, was largely 

attended, the services being conducted by Rev. A. K. Smith of the Episcopal church.” [The 

Ellensburg Capital, February 13, 1907] 

  

iv. Philip Painter Jr. [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 1836 

d. 05 Jun 1850 Nebraska of cholera 

[died 2 days travel west of the Big Sandy of Nebraska (not the Big Sandy in Wyoming). In other words, 

within about 30 miles of father per trail researcher Richard Rieck] 

 

v. Joseph Clark Painter [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 14 Sep 1840 St. Genevieve County, MO 

d. 17 Nov 1911 Walla Walla, Washington 

buried Mountain View Cemetery, Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington 

1850: Washington County, Oregon, December 4, 1850; Jane Pinters (sic-Painter), 42, PA; Robt, 

23, MO; Charles, 20, MO; Margt A., 16, MO; Joseph C., 9, MO; Sarah J., 6, MO [note: Jane 

living next door to brother, James M. Moore] 

1860: Washington County, Oregon, Aug 4, 1860; Chas Painter, 30, farmer, $2500 $946, MO; Jos 

Painter, 19, laborer $125 $805, MO 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=39927127


 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Saturday, November 11, 1911 p.4] 

 

 

 



      

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Tuesday, November 21, 1911 p.6] 

vi. Sarah Jane Painter [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 22 Apr 1842 St. Genevieve County, Missouri 

d. 19 Apr 1914 Clackamas County, Oregon 

buried Winona Cemetery, Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

m. 06 Feb 1859 Clackamas County, Oregon 

George Clay Day [Pioneer of 1852] 

b. 09 Dec 1830 Fountain County, Indiana 

d. 21 Sep 1897 Sherwood, Washington County, Oregon 

buried Winona Cemetery, Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

s/o John M. Day and Nancy Ann Worthington 

      
[courtesy of Patrick Timothy Day] 

1850: Washington County, Oregon, December 4, 1850; Jane Pinters (sic-Painter), 42, PA; Robt, 

23, MO; Charles, 20, MO; Margt A., 16, MO; Joseph C., 9, MO; Sarah J., 6, MO [note: Jane 

living next door to brother, James M. Moore] 

1860: Washington County, Oregon, August 3, 1860; Geo C. Day, 38, farmer, $1500 $700, IN; 

Sarah, 17, MO; Wm, 4/12, OR; Jane Painter, 52, $5000 $0, PA 

“Mr. George Day, an old pioneer of Tualatin, passed away at his home, Monday, after a 

protracted illness.” [Hillsboro Atgus, Hillsboro, Oregon, Thursday, September 27, 1879 p.3] 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=22548614
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=22548424


 

 

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Monday, April 6, 1914 contributed by Patrick Timothy Day] 

Children of George Day and Sarah Painter: 

i. William Rhinehart Day 

b. 30 Mar 1860 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1921 

ii. Margaretta “Maggie” Jean Day 

b. 07 May 1861 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1938 

iii. Charles Schnebly Day 

b. 24 Feb 1863 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 12 Oct 1892 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 



iv. Joseph Henry Painter Day 

b. 05 Oct 1864 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1943 

 

[The Times News, Twin Falls, Idaho, November 5, 1943 p.2 contributed by Patrick 

Timothy Day] 

v. George Halbert Day 

b. 08 Apr 1866 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 06 Aug 1886 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

vi. Jessie May Day 

b. 01 Jun 1867 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1950 

vii. George Phillip Day 

b. 13 Oct 1868 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1906 



viii. Robert James Day 

b. 13 Sep 1870  Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1943 

ix. Annie Cassie Day 

b. 23 Jul 1872 Sherwood, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1960 

x. Grace May Day 

b. 06 May 1874 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1949 

xi. Josephine Ella Day 

b. 27 Feb 1876 Sherwood, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1949 

xii. John Edward Day 

b. 07 Jul 1877 Sherwood, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1962 

xiii. Benjamin Franklin Day 

b. 03 Mary 1879 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1948 

xiv. Chester Garfield Day 

b. 01 Mar 1881 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1956 

xv. Walter Harvey “Cap” Day 

b. 25 Dec 1883 Sherwood, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1957 

xvi. Francis Elvada Day 

b. 19 Sep 1885 Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon 

d. 1908 

 

vii. Thomas Courtney Painter  [Pioneer of 1850] 

b. 1847 St. Genevieve County, Missouri 

d. 05 Jun 1850 Nebraska of cholera 

[died 2 days travel west of the Big Sandy of Nebraska (not the Big Sandy in Wyoming). In other words, 

within about 30 miles of father per trail researcher Richard Rieck] 

 

3. James Madison Moore [Pioneer of 1847] 

b. 23 Feb 1809 Mercer County, Pennsylvania 

d. Jun 1884 Dufur, Wasco County, Oregon 

m. 25 Aug 1837 St. Clair County, Illinois 

Maria Malvina Miller 

b. 1816 

d. 

 



 “1847; an emigrant train named the "Gordan Sawyer"; left Lacon, Marshall Co, IL Mar 27, 1847; 

crossed near St. Joseph, MO; train made up of related families and neighbors and included Robert and 

Rachel (Allen) Bird and their sons John, William and Elijah and their families, James Moore, William 

Larkins, the Fudge family, Mark Sawyer, Jordan Sawyer, a Mr. Smith, William and Samuel Bland, the 

Sols, Allens, Robert Kinney, Rev. Samuel Allen, Avery, Crawford and Ward which made about 35 able 

bodied men plus women and children and 30 wagons” [Reflections of Oregon Pioneer Families, 

published by Sons and Daughters of Oregon Pioneers 1994;  p.14 Robert & Rachel Bird] 

ODLC: #4253: Washington County, James M. Moore, b. 1809 Mercer County, PA; settled claim 15 Jul 

1851; m’d Maria M. 25 Aug 1835 St. Clair County, Illinois.  Aff: James D. Miller (knew them as h & w 

since Oct 1849), Moses R. Barnum. 

1850: Washington County, Oregon Territory, December 4, 1850; James M. Moore, 41, farmer, PA; 

Maria H., 34, VA; Elizth J, 14, IL; Mildred A., 8, IL; Clarence L., 5, IL; Robt, 2, OT; Melissa, 1/12, OT; 

Chas Madden, 20, farmer, MO; Geo H. Twitchell, 22, farmer, MA 

1860: Linn City, Clackamas County, Oregon, June 20, 1860; James M. Moore, 51, miller, $15,000 

$10,000, PA; Maria M., 43, VA; Robert C., 11, OR; Maria O., 9, OR; Francis A., 5, OR; Richard E., 4, 

OR 

1868: during 1868-1872 was clerk of court in Umatilla Co; m'd Maria; s/o Robert Clark of 1839 Peoria 

Party” [Genealogical Forum of Oregon: Vol XIII #10 p.102] 

“J.M. Moor, pioneer of 1847” [Transactions of the Oregon Pioneer Association 1877 p.90] 

“James M. Moore, aged 76, an old resident of the Falls of the Willamette, died last week.” [Willamette 

Farmer, Salem, Oregon, June 20, 1884 p.5] 

1880: Oregon City, Clackamas County, Oregon, June 3, 1880; James M. Moore, 72, farmer, PA PA PA; 

Maria M., 64, wife, keeping house, VA VA VA; Hattie A. Taylor, 17, servant, IA KY IN 

1884: Clackamas County, Estate, James M. Moore, County Record #0206 

 

 



 

[Oregon Spectator Newspaper Index] 

Children of James Moore and Maria Miller: 

i. Elizabeth Jane Moore 

b. 18 Oct 1837 Illinois 

d. 03 Dec 1927 Seattle, King County, Washington 



1850: Washington County, Oregon Territory, December 4, 1850; James M. Moore, 41, farmer, 

PA; Maria H., 34, VA; Elizth J, 14, IL; Mildred A., 8, IL; Clarence L., 5, IL; Robt, 2, OT; 

Melissa, 1/12, OT; Chas Madden, 20, farmer, MO; Geo H. Twitchell, 22, farmer, MA 

 

ii. Mildred A. Moore 

b. 

d. 

1850: Washington County, Oregon Territory, December 4, 1850; James M. Moore, 41, farmer, 

PA; Maria H., 34, VA; Elizth J, 14, IL; Mildred A., 8, IL; Clarence L., 5, IL; Robt, 2, OT; 

Melissa, 1/12, OT; Chas Madden, 20, farmer, MO; Geo H. Twitchell, 22, farmer, MA 

 

iii. Clarence L. Moore 

b. 

d. 

1850: Washington County, Oregon Territory, December 4, 1850; James M. Moore, 41, farmer, 

PA; Maria H., 34, VA; Elizth J, 14, IL; Mildred A., 8, IL; Clarence L., 5, IL; Robt, 2, OT; 

Melissa, 1/12, OT; Chas Madden, 20, farmer, MO; Geo H. Twitchell, 22, farmer, MA 

 

iv. Robert Moore 

b. 

d. 

1850: Washington County, Oregon Territory, December 4, 1850; James M. Moore, 41, farmer, 

PA; Maria H., 34, VA; Elizth J, 14, IL; Mildred A., 8, IL; Clarence L., 5, IL; Robt, 2, OT; 

Melissa, 1/12, OT; Chas Madden, 20, farmer, MO; Geo H. Twitchell, 22, farmer, MA 

 

v. Melissa Moore 

b. 

d. 

1850: Washington County, Oregon Territory, December 4, 1850; James M. Moore, 41, farmer, 

PA; Maria H., 34, VA; Elizth J, 14, IL; Mildred A., 8, IL; Clarence L., 5, IL; Robt, 2, OT; 

Melissa, 1/12, OT; Chas Madden, 20, farmer, MO; Geo H. Twitchell, 22, farmer, MA 

 

vi. James L. Moore 

b. 1854 

d. 

 

 



4. Mary Ann Moore 

b. 20/22 Oct 1810 Mercer County, Pennsylvania 

d. 06 Jun 1836 

m. Apr 1834 Missouri 

E. N. Gardener 

b. 

d. 

5. Thomas Moore 

b. 03 Aug 1812 Pennsylvania 

d. 26 Jul 1815 Pennsylvania 

m. Never Married 

6. Elizabeth Brown Moore 

b. 21 Nov 1814 Pennsylvania 

d. bef 1857 Missouri 

[Note: this may have been sick daughter Margaretta Moore stayed to nurse in Missouri] 

7. Samuel Moore 

b. 26 Feb 1817 Pennsylvania 

d. 23 Nov 1833 St. Genevieve County County, Missouri 

m. Never Married 

8. Baby Daughter Moore 

b. 21 Jun 1819 Pennsylvania 

d. 21 Jun 1819 Pennsylvania 

m. Never Married 

9. Robert Morrison Moore 

b. 26 Aug 1820 Chester County, Pennsylvania 

d. 29 Jan 1890/9 Toulon, Stark County, Illinois 

m1. 14 Oct 1844 Stark County, Illinois 

“14 Oct 1844 Robert M. Moore and Maria White by James Buswell, J.P.” History of Stark County, 

Illinois p.77] 

Maria White 

b. 

d. 

m2.  

Lucina VanDewater 

b. 

d. 

1850: Stark County, Illinois 

1860: Elmira, Stark County, Illinois 

1880: Toulon, Stark County, Illinois 



10. Josephine Moore 

b. 07 Jun 1826 St. Genevieve County County, Missouri 

d. 26 Sep 1826 St. Genevieve County County, Missouri 

m. Never Married 

 

 

     “ROBERT MOORE--ROBERT MOORE was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, on October 2, 1781, 

moving later to Mercer county. He married Margaret Clark, and they were the parents of ten children. 

     He served with the Pennsylvania militia in the War of 1812, attaining the rank of major. After the war 

service he went in 1822 to Missouri. He became a member of the legislature of that state in 1830. Thus he 

gained an insight and experience in legal and political matters that proved of inestimable value in forming the 

provisional government. It was in Missouri that he became a good friend of Dr. Lewis Linn, his family 

physician, who later in the United States Senate labored so persistently with Thomas H. Benton in behalf of 

Oregon. 

     After his term of office expired in Missouri, Major Moore moved on to Illinois. At Peoria he operated a ferry 

and met many immigrants going West. He interested a number of them from Vermont in founding a town in 

Illinois, which was called Oscola. This he laid out and helped promote until May 2, 1839, when he sold out his 

interest. The boom failed to meet the expectations of its founders, but it gave Major Moore experience in 

frontier development. 

     That same spring Moore linked his fortunes with the Peoria Party, which was bound for Oregon. Their 

journey is narrated in the life of Sydney Smith and others.  It was only on their arrival in the Willamette Valley 

in 1840 that their miseries and misfortunes ended.  Moore had been a resident of Oregon only a year, when, 

after the death of Ewing Young, the need arose of settling his estate, whereupon the people called a meeting on 

February 18, 1841. Major Moore was the only one with any practical knowledge of legislation and he was one 

of a committee of nine elected to draft a constitution and code of laws for this little outpost. This was the first 

effort to form a government, but meeting formidable opposition in some quarters, and the committee being 

advised by Commodore Wilkes to drop the matter, it fell through notwithstanding the obstacles. 

     At this time Moore was elected constable.  Oregon archives indicate that the next step in forming a 

government was at a meeting held on February 2, 1843, at the Oregon Institute to consider measures for the 

protection of domestic cattle. A committee of six was appointed to notify the citizens of a general meeting to be 

held the first Monday in March at the home of Joseph 

Gervais, as has been described in the life of Le Breton. 

     The Second Wolf Meeting led up to the famous Champoeg meeting. Here Moore was elected one of the 

legislative committee of nine to try again to draw up a code of laws. This proved entirely successful and the 

committee began their meetings on May 10. Moore was the eldest member of the committee, and at their 

meeting on May 16 he was elected chairman. While presiding over the deliberations, Moore is described by 

Gray as "At: old gray-headed man with fair complexion, bald head, light of eye, full of face, frequent spasmodic 

nodding forward of head, large amount of self-importance, not very large intellectual development, with 

superabundance of flesh.” 

     The document which they drew up will live forever in American history, and has well been called the Magna 

Carta of the Northwest. It embodies the organic laws and articles of compact and was presented to the people at 

a mass meeting at Champoeg July 5, by the chairman, Robert Moore. Read by the secretary, it was ratified and 

adopted article by article. Moore was on that day chosen justice of the peace to fill the place of Hugh Burns, 

who had resigned. 

     Moore, unlike most settlers who simply took what land they wanted, purchased and received a deed to his 

land from an Indian chief. This transaction probably had no legal value, but was an indication of Moore's 

methods. The land he acquired was on a hillside by the river, directly opposite Oregon City, and was called 

Robin's Nest. Later, by act of legislature, on December 22, 1845, it was changed to Linn City, in honor of 

Senator Linn. In December, 1844, Linn City consisted of two log buildings and many tents, wherein immigrants 



made their quarters. Palmer states in his journal that later there were 15 buildings, "Inhabited mostly by 

Mechanics." By a legislative act on June 26, 1844, Moore was authorized to operate a ferry between Robin's 

Nest and Oregon City. 

     In an article published in the Quarterly of the Washington Historical Society by J. Orin Oliphant it is stated 

that Moore "built warehouses above and below the falls; that he constructed a breakwater at the falls so ships 

could unload and cargoes be transferred to the lower warehouse and there loaded into boats again; that he had 

two steamers above the falls; and that Linn City was threatening the supremacy of Oregon City."  Moore did 

propose that Linn City be declared the seat of government. A road was improved from there to Portland in 1854 

by public donation of funds at a cost of $1146. 

     Wilkes stated in his published report of the country that "old Mr. Moore communicated to me in confidence 

that he intended to erect furnaces for smelting iron, etc. Although I saw the old man some time afterward and 

told him of his mistake (in believing iron was abundant on his land), he would not believe he had been in error." 

     Besides his smelting, he intended to develop the water power, and he put an advertisement in The Spectator, 

June 19, 1851, offering inducements to prospective buyers of water power. 

     His steamers and wharves were destroyed, and he believed it was at the instigation of his rivals across the 

river. The flood of 1853 was the death knell of his ambitions of city-building, and after his death the flood of 

1861 completed the ruin. The Oregon Argus of December 

14, 1861, states, "Linn City has only two houses and a warehouse at the works remaining." 

     Mrs. Moore had died on October 7, 1848, in St. Louis. The Spectator of December 23, 1851, carries the 

following: "Married at Portland 18th inst. by Reverend J. H. Wilbur, Mr. Robert Moore, proprietor of Linn City, 

and Mrs. Jane Apperson of Portland." 

     Moore was spoken of as a dour Scotchman, irascible, opinionated and eccentric. He represented Tualatin 

county in the convention held at Oregon City in November, 1846. Records show he spoke there with eloquence 

and conviction against the thinly-veiled attempt to confiscate lands of Dr. McLoughlin. On September 19, 1850, 

he joined with others in signing a memorial to Congress protesting against this effort to deprive the British of 

their just claims. The same year he became owner of The Spectator and press, the pioneer newspaper of Oregon 

City. The following year he gave the paper to his daughter, Jean Painter, and she in turn made it over to her 

daughter on her marriage to David Schnebly.  The Spectator was permanently suspended in 1855.  

     A little note of interest during his ownership of The Spectator comes to light in the minutes of Pacific 

University and Tualatin Academy, dated January 10, 1851:  "The trustees extend thanks to Robert Moore for his 

generous offer to do the printing of the board without cost." 

     The article in The Washington Historical Quarterly is authority for the following example of Major Moore's 

obstinacy: "When the church with which he was affiliated in Oregon City changed from 'The Presbyterian 

Church of Willamette Falls' to the Congregational church, Major Moore withdrew, organized a Presbyterian 

church in his own house and employed a minister to preach to him each Sunday." The minister was Wilson 

Blain, who also for a time edited The Spectator. 

     Robert Moore died on September 2, 1857, and in The Oregon Argus of September 12, the death notice ends 

with these words: "The mandates of heaven were submissively bowed to and not without hope of a blissful 

immortality." His grave cannot be located.” [Men of Champoeg by Caroline C. Dobbs, p. 115-119] 

 



 



 



 
[Told By The Pioneers Vol II p. 190-192] 
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