
William H. Smead 

In the Pacific Northwest in 1884 

Chalk Courchane 

W.H. Smead was the Flathead Reservation agent that was instrumental in throwing open that 

reservation to homesteading in 1910.   A very controversial character in Flathead tribal history as 

he was not a friend of the Indian.  Virtually nothing can be found on him as a biography usually 

only bits and pieces here and there.  As I researched him I found out that there was a good side to 

him too.     

 

SMEAD 

The Business Adventures of William Henry Smead  

When I looked for information on Smead I found very little, many times his middle initial is 

even given wrong, that is William L. or William G., etc.   For that reason and the fact that I am 

intrigued by shady characters I did this piece on him.  Although he was a terrible agent for the 

Flathead Reservation he seems to have been well treated by his white associates and little or no 

memory of his reservation experience is told by them.  He had many irons in the fire: politics, 

coal mining, the lumber industry, realty and just about anything he could make money on.  He 

was smart and had connections at one time all the way to the White House.  He had many court 

appearances for suit against his company, the Smead Company and later the Smead Lumber 

company, but also he had suits against other outfits.  He rarely lost.  He had ties and property on 

the Flathead Reservation for years after his time as Flathead Agent.  He was greedy and generous 

at the same time, he did not really dislike the Native Americans of the Flathead Reservation but 

thought that the land was too good for them.  He and his associates drooled over the possibilities 

of controlling the lands and industry on the reservation envisioning an empire of their own.  He 

thought he could do better for the Indians than they themselves could.  I tell much of his story in 

my scrapbook style and use his Daily Missoulian ads to tract his pursuits as these also show what 

was in the property market at the time.   

 He was born, May 25, 1862, in Beetown, Wisconsin, and there spent his childhood. His parents, 

Asa and Eunice (Capwell) Smead, were both born and reared in Pennsylvania, but subsequently 

settled in Wisconsin, where the death of the mother occurred in 1871. The father survived her by 

many years, passing away in Bloomington, Wisconsin, in 1905, aged eighty-six years." A History of 

Montana" by Helen Fitzgerald Sanders copyright 1913 Volume 2 pp 1284-5 

 

In 1870 at the age of 8 years old he resided with his family in Beetown, Grant, Wisconsin.  



 

From Duzzie Glover 

 

In 1880 at the age of 18 years old he lived in Winnebago, Winnebago, Illinois. 
 

Receiving his preliminary education in the public schools of Wisconsin and Illinois, W. H. 



Smead subsequently completed the literary and scientific courses at the University of Illinois. 

Going then to Rockford, Illinois, he was employed with the People's Bank until 1884, when he 

started westward in search of a favorable opening. Locating at Dillon, Montana, he worked for 

John W. Lowell Company for a year, and then embarked in business on his own account, 

organizing the Dillon Lumber and Grain Company, with which he was associated until 1891. 

  

                                              

                                                             October, 1885 



 

 

 

West Shore October, 1885 



 

 

Mr. Smead married, in 1886, Antoinette C. Carmichael, of Rockford, Illinois, and into their 

household two children have been born, namely: Helen A., who was graduated from the 

University of Montana; and William Burton, engaged in business in Missoula. Mr. Smead is a 

member of the Missoula Chamber of Commerce, and of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 

Elks. At the present time he is not holding any public office, but several years since he served 

acceptably on the Missoula board of education. 

 

“David Lamont, Vice President of the Dillon Lumber and Grain Company, 1886. His brother-in-

law, William Henry Smead is the General Manager.” C. O. Ziegenfuss (1886). Western Montana a review of the 

mineral, timber and agricultural resources of the counties of Silver Bow, Jefferson, Madison, Beaverhead, Deer Lodge and Missoula, with special 

reference to Butte City, the greatest mining camp on earth … Butte, Mont.: Press of Inter Mountain Pub. Co, p.150.” 

 

“Personal - W. H. Smead, Dillon; Frank H. Moody, Missoula, are stopping at the Grand 

Central.” The Helena Independent., August 24, 1890, Morning, Page 8 

“Throughout the State 

W.H. Smead of Dillon, is at the Florence.” The Helena Independent., August 24, 1890, Morning, Page 2 

In 1891  

A History of Montana by Helen Fitzgerald Sanders, volume II, The Lewis Publishing Company, 

1903, page 1284-1285: 



 

  

                                                                             From The Ronan Pioneer August 25, 1916 

“Smead in Sanders county was a station established in 1891 & named after W. H. Smead of 

Missoula, a lumber mill owner. http://www.montanahistory.net/placenames/indexf.htm      Smead was on the edge 

of the Smead Bends north of Noxon and along the Clark’s Fork River.  There was a Smead 

Creek nearby too.   

“Jottings About Town 

The State Lumber and Milling company, which is to do business in Missoula county, filed its 

articles of incorporation with the secretary of state yesterday.  The capital stock is $100,000.  W. 

H. Smead, Howard P. Heacock, E.A. Winstanley, of Missoula, and J. E. Morse and George M. 

Brown, of Dillon, are the incorporators.” The Helena Independent., May 2, 1893, Morning, page 8 

 

http://www.montanahistory.net/placenames/indexf.htm


 

An old house in Smeads, Montana (circa 1900) which was home to 'Dad' William J. Higgins, and Grandma Higgins. Pictured are Fanny, W. J. 

'Bill' Higgins, Amy Higgins, and Ray Higgins. Courtesy Maxine Higgins Laughlin collection. 

 

Coming in that year to Missoula, Mr. Smead organized the State Lumber Company, which 

operated mills in the western part of the state. At the same time he became associated with the 

development of the lumber manufacturing business at Kalispell, Montana, and with the mining 

operations of Spring Gulch. Disposing of his interests in those industries in the spring of 1894, 

Mr. Smead was elected state senator out of Missoula county, and served ably and satisfactorily in 

the fourth and fifth sessions of the state senate until 1898. 



“William H. Smead was elected to the Montana Senate to represent the Republicans 1894-96. 

While there he introduced a bill for a memorial to Congress to open up the Reservation for 

settlement. Smead's polling place was McJunkin's House where McJunkin was one of the 

elections judges. John Doyle and George Kane were the other judges. (McJunkin precinct was 

discontinued in 1896).” BEHIND THESE MOUNTAINS,  A three-volume series of documented regional history of the lower 

Clark Fork River valley in northwestern Montana. Circa 1860s-1930. http://www.behindthesemountains.com/2011/01/pioneer-opportunists.html 

“The store and warehouse belonging to the State Lumber company at Smead’s Spur was 

destroyed by fire this morning. The extent of the damage is not known.  It was insured for $750 

on property which belonged to Casey & Heacock and the state of the late J. P. Stewart. 

Particulars cannot be obtained.” The Anaconda Standard, Saturday Morning, August 27, 1895 

 

“Coal near the City 

W. H. Smead’s Mines Said to Possess Extraordinary Merit. 

Examined by an Expert 

It is believed that there are several Stratas under the one now being worked – Something Good is 

in Store. 

Missoula. Oct. 18. For several months past; W. H. Smead of this city has been quietly 

prospecting some coal lands two miles north of town on which he has a long-term lease and 

bond. The result of his work has demonstrated that Missoula undoubtedly has right at her doors a 

large coal mine. The tunnel is now in more than 200 feet, developing a four-foot vein of coal of 

superior quality. Several coal experts have visited the property and they all agree that it is almost 

promising prospect and one which will be of much value to the owners as well as of treat value 

to the city of Missoula. 

The people here are just waking up to the fact that a good coal mine almost within the limits of 

the city would be of inestimable value to the town  in the way of furnishing employment many 

men as well as the bringing of manufacturing establishments and smelters where fuel is cheap 

and water plenty. With this In view several of the leading citizens have proposed to Mr. Smead 

to interest themselves with him, put up plenty of capital and undertake a systematic development 

on a large scale, so it is probable a company will be organized in the near future. Drilling 

machinery will be purchased and a thorough coalman employed and the work pushed with all 

possible haste. 

The drill will be used for prospecting for another vein, which experts claim exist under this 

property. They claim that under the vein which is now being worked will be found an eight or 

nine foot vein of better quality coal. One expert, than whom there is no better in the West, writes 

Mr. Smead as follows: 'I am confident you have a good vein of coal in your field. There are three 

veins in your district laying one above the other. One vein, the upper one, is about two feet thick; 

http://www.behindthesemountains.com/


the next lower, three to four feet, and the next lower, eight to nine feet, and I believe there are 

many more veins still lower and at still better quality. At Sims, N. D. when I first opened, we 

started on a four-foot vein and worked it more than a year before we tried to get anything deeper. 

When we commenced to drill we struck a seven-foot vein of solid coal in 11 feet. At the depth of 

63 feet we struck a good four-foot vein. Since then the drill went through 29 veins of coal, some 

16 feet thick. 

The coal has been thoroughly tested by different parties here in town and has given good 

satisfaction. It is to be hoped this project will be pushed, for the successful issue would mean 

millions of dollars to the owners and the people of this city.” The Anaconda Standard, Saturday Morning, October 

19, 1895 

Senate Career:  Missoula County  Republican  

4th Legislative Assembly (1895) January 7 - March 7, 1895 
(In 1895 he sponsored a memorial in the Montana Senate in behalf of opening the reservation.) 

6
th

 District, 1895-96   http://politicalgraveyard.com/geo/Mt/MI-lived.html 
 

5th Legislative Assembly (1897) January 4 - March 4, 1897 
http://montanahistorywiki.pbworks.com/w/page/21639841/State%20Legislators,%201889-1898 

Timber scaling by Smead in 1896 
 

“On October 28, 1895, the board ordered the advertisement of the timber standing on section 36, 

Tp. 11 N. Rg. 20 W., the sale to be held on Nov. 27, 1895. Thereafter in accordance with the 

instructions of the board the State Land Agent appraised the timber standing on said section. He 

estimated the same at 3,000,000 feet and fixed the value at 1.40 per M.  
 

 

This timber was sold to Wm. McKeen on Nov. 27, 1895, for the appraised price.  
 

The contracts and bonds of the above sales were all drawn in conformity with the provisions of 

Art. Ill, Title VIII, Paji: III of the Political Code, and copies of same are on file in the office of 

the board.  
 

On March 19, 1896, Mr. McKeen completed compliance with the conditions of his contract, 

having cut all the timber and having paid for the same in full. The Board employed W. H.  

Smead to scale this timber as fast as cut and the total scale amounted to 3,216,994 feet, or 

216,994 feet more than the estimate of the State Land Agent. The total amount received for this 

timber was $4,503.74. The board allowed Mr. Smead eight cents per thousand for scaling the 

same and his bill amounted to $|257.35, leaving a net return to the State of  $4,246.39.” 
Sixth Annual Report of the STATE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS OF THE STATE OF MONTANA. TO HIS EXCELLENCY, JOHN 

E. RICKARDS, GOVERNOR OF MONTANA.DECEMBER1,1896. HELENA, MONTANA: STATE PUBLISHING COMPANY, State 
Printers and Binders, 1897. ttps://archive.org/stream/annualreportofst1896mont_0/annualreportofst1896mont_0_djvu.txt 

 
 
 

http://politicalgraveyard.com/geo/Mt/MI-lived.html
http://montanahistorywiki.pbworks.com/w/page/21639841/State%20Legislators,%201889-1898


  
 

 



 

Annual Report of the State Auditor of the State of Montana for the year 1896, Helena, Montana, State Publishing Company, State Printers and 

Binders, 1896. 

“At the Hotels. 

The Florence--H. J. F. Stranack, San Francisco: F. J. Bullard, Omaha: A. E. Groenewold. St. 

Paul: F. P. Brown, New York: S. Pelton. Cincinnati : W. H. Smead. Flathead agency; M. H. 

Wall; Helena: Charles Fisher. San Francisco; Laura F. Bent, Gold creek. F. L. Duffy, Butte; W. 

I. Cameron, Anaconda. 

 

At the Rankin-Dan McLeod and wife, Arlee; C. Borough. Stevensville; J. B. Marion. 

Frenchtown: Perry Steffee, Ferry; John Donlon, Bearmouth; F. A. Evelith, Helena; James Thorn, 

Great Scott mine:; George Lish and son.  Potomac: John Ford, Top o'Deep; M. McNamara, 

Bonner.” The Anaconda Standard, July 13, 1898. 

“Butte Current Notes 



W. H. Smead of the Flathead agency came to town yesterday.” The Anaconda Standard, October 6, 1898, 

Morning 

“Miss Helen McDonald has returned from a two weeks’ visit with the family of W. H. Smead on 

the reservation.” The Anaconda Standard, July 7, 1899. 

Being then appointed United States Indian agent at the Flathead reservation, 1897-1904 or nearly 

7 years. 
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268  Reports Concerning Indians in Montana. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Report of 

Agent for Flathead Agency.  Jocko, Flathead Agency, Mont., September 17, 1900. 
 

SIR: I have the honor to submit this my third annual report of conditions existing at this agency. 

The Indians of this reservation consist of five tribes, as follows: Flathead, Kootenai, Pend d’ 

Oreille, Spokan, and Lower Kalispel, their total population being 1,621. 

 

Conditions have not materially changed during the past year. Crops have been fairly good and 

the acreage under cultivation has considerably increased. The ranges have been greatly benefited 

by the unusually copious rains, and notwithstanding their overstocked condition have improved. 

The winter was mild and cattle wintered well. 

 

The improvement in the condition of the people is not so marked as I should desire to report. The 

great needs of this reservation are four in number, as follows : Surveying and allotting of the 

lands, a system of irrigation, the ridding of the ranges of the thousands of worthless ponies, and a 

large and commodious boarding school. Each of these is a matter of vital importance to the 

future of these people. It can not be expected that they will ever become self-supporting until the 

lands have been allotted and a system of irrigation provided, so that all may have farms and 

homes, and their civilization must necessarily be greatly retarded unless schools are established. 

The lands of this reservation that are productive without irrigation are largely in the hands of 

white men and the more advanced mixed bloods, leaving only the arid lands for the young 

Indians and the coming generations. The allotting of  these lands would cut down the large tracts 

now in the possession of these people to the amount to which they would be legally entitled, and 

the balance would then be subject to settlement by those now without farms. 

 

To provide for others, a systematic irrigation system should be commenced. Hundreds of 

thousands of acres of land lie idle, that with water could be made productive and valuable. A part 

at least of this land should be reclaimed to provide farms for the several hundred young Indians 

now without them. A determined effort has been made during the past year to rid the ranges of 

some of the worthless horses that infest them. Some success has attended these efforts, and but 

for the opposition of some of the owners substantial progress would have been made. Nearly 

4,000 head have been sold during the year; how ever, they are' so numerous that the increase has 



nearly equaled the sales. They are a great detriment to the ranges, which they are gradually but 

surely destroying, thus supplanting the highly remunerative cattle business and without profit 

to their owners. The agent should be authorized to dispose of them and invest the proceeds in 

cattle. 

 

The appropriation for maintaining the contract school at St. Ignatius Mission having been 

discontinued leaves the reservation entirely without school facilities, with the exception of a 

small day school at the agency and a limited number of children which the Jesuit fathers still 

continue to provide for. Considering the large number of children here of school age, the 

necessity for immediate provision by the Government is apparent, and I sincerely trust that 

action will soon be taken to this end. 

 

In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks for the kind consideration given me in the past by 

your office. 

 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, W.H. Smead, U. S. Indian Agent. 
 

 

 Doc. No. 5 



 



 

“Major W.H. Smead who was recently appointed Indian agent for the Flathead, is in the city 

from his headquarters on the reservation.  He, too, will miss the celebration in Kalispell on July 4 

and 5.”  The Kalispell Bee (Kalispell. Mont.) June 17, 1902 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

Recreation, January 1902, volume 16, George O. Shields, page 452 

 

 

 

Department of the Interior For The Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1903. Indian Affairs. Part 1, 

Report of the Commissioner, and Appendixes. 

Report of Agent for Flathead Agency. Jocko, Flathead Agency, Mont. September 80, 1903. 



Sir: In compliance with usual instructions I have the honor to submit this, my sixth annual, report 

of conditions existing at this agency.  

The season has been a very satisfactory one. The winter was mild, and stock wintered well. The 

spring opened late, but a larger acreage than ever before was planted, and the largest crop ever 

raised is now being harvested. Grain commands a good price, and there is a ready market for all 

surplus hay. Probably 1,000 tons of hay and 3,000,000 pounds of wheat and oats will be shipped 

from this reservation during the fall and winter months. 

The cold and late spring, followed by unusually warm and dry weather, resulted in some 

injury to the ranges, but the copious rains which happily followed have restored the grass, and at 

this time the ranges are unusually good. The large sale of ponies so far this year, aggregating 

4,000 head, has been a great relief to the ranges. 

It is hoped that the sale of this class of stock may continue and the reservation freed of this 

almost worthless property. 

The introduction of the resident grazing tax on this reservation caused a great commotion among 

the Indians. Much  opposition immediately developed, and fuel was added to the flames by the 

wiles of the mixed bloods, who by all conceivable methods prejudiced the full bloods, hoping 

thus to thwart the Government in the collection of this tax and thus evade paying on their large 

herds. This opposition has somewhat subsided among the full bloods, and a large amount of 

money been collected, but there still remains a number of the large cattle owners, mixed bloods, 

who have so far neglected and refused to pay. 

We are badly in need of some irrigation ditches to reclaim lands to provide farms for a large 

number of young Indians, and immediate steps should be taken to provide an irrigation system 

and the surveying of the reservation. No advantage can be gained by delaying this most 

necessary work, and its early consummation will be of great and immediate benefit to the 

Indians. 

It is regrettable that we are still compelled to along without a large boarding school. The old 

rented buildings in which the school is now conducted are entirely inadequate to the necessities 

of this large reservation. We are, however, doing the best possible under the circumstances. The 

school is kept full of children. Preference is given the full bloods, and they now form about two-

thirds of our enrollment. 

My police force is very inefficient. Men who would make good and reliable policemen and could 

devote their time to the work are in demand on the ranches and ranges, and at much better wages 

than paid policemen, thus making it impossible to secure desirable men at the low salary of $10 

per month. 

At least four additional farmers should be authorized who can, when occasion demands, be 

used for police duty, the balance of their time to be devoted to the Indians on the remote parts of 

the reservation. 

Census statistics and report of Superintendent Werner herewith enclosed. 

Thanking you and the office for assistance rendered, I remain, 

Very respectfully, W. H. Smead, United States Indian Agent.  

 



Flathead Boarding School 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to submit the annual report of the Flathead Boarding School for the 

year ending June 30, 1903. 

Enrollment and attendance.—The Indians were somewhat slower in bringing their children to 

school than last year, probably because the hunting season lasted longer than usual, and 

consequently the average attendance was reduced. The total enrollment for the year was 48—25 

boys and 28 girls—the average attendance being 88. I have every reason to believe that the 

hunting season will not interfere with the enrollment of pupils the ensuing year. 

We had a few runaways this year, but they a happened to be the same two boys who are hopeless 

cases, and who really belong in a reformatory. During the past year 11 pupils were transferred to 

nonreservation schools, 6 of them leaving during the latter part of the year, which also tended to 

reduce the average attendance. 

Health—The health of the school was quite good. With the exceptions of a few colds, no 

serious cases of sickness have been had, nor have we had any trouble with s in diseases. 

Industrial work—During the year we received a scroll saw and turning lathe, which were 

highly appreciated by the boys. They turned out quite a lot of turned woodwork especially, using 

the broken arts of wagons found around the agency wagon shop. 

The girls accomplished a number of pieces of lace and embroidery work. Raffia basketry was 

introduced by Mrs. Werner, the matron, and 5 good-sized baskets and B plaques were made. The 

girls showed remarkable aptitude at needlework and basketry. 

Considerable less garments were manufactured in the sewing room this year, for the simple 

reason that through good repair work the old garments lasted longer than usual, only 894 

garments being made, as compared with 538 of the year before. 

The work done in the kitchen and laundry was only a continuation of the good work done last 

year. The new range made work much easier in the kitchen. 

Gardening—Last year's crop was quite a good one. The following were raised on the garden 

patch: Beets, 240 pounds; carrots, 140 pounds; onions, 354 pounds; potatoes, 2,067 pounds: 

rutabagas, 710 pounds, and turnips, 460 pounds. The garden in this year was rather late, owing to 

the rainy season in spring, so that beyond a few radishes and lettuce nothing but potatoes and 

cabbage were planted. At the present writing a fair crop is assured. 

Individual gardens have been prepared by the pupils and are in fair condition. 

Class-room work. The work done in this department was quite satisfactory. The mending and 

darning were done in the class room by the pupils, and the result was well worth the effort. By 

the end of the year every child in school was able to take care of its own repairs. 

Improvements.—We are still waiting for the new plant, which was promised us some time ago, 

and only recently Commissioner Jones has reassured us that before a year expired we would 

have a new plant. Thus we live in hope, in conclusion, I thank you and 

the agency employees for your hearty cooperation during the past year.  



Yours, respectfully,  Charles F. Werner, Superintendent 

This was Major Smead’s  last annual report as he was relieved of his duties in 1904. 

During the turmoil of the Metis and their displacement with Rocky Boy’s band of Chippewa 

Indians they came under the glaze of Smead: “The earliest account of Rocky Boy’s band 

occurred in 1902, when Flathead Agent William H. Smead discovered Rocky Boy’s band living 

near Anaconda, Montana with a large group of Indians Smead identified as “Canadian born 

Crees.”  Drumlummon Views, Spring 2009, page 380.  Smead would accuse them of the smallpox outbreak on 

the Flathead 1902-1903. 

May 22, 1903 from The Plainsman: “A Missoula dispatch of the 19th says: Major Smead, Indian 

agent on the Flathead reservation, in company with a special officer, came up from the west 

tonight and went on to Butte and Helena. The two were returning from a trip in pursuit of the 

man who last fall, robbed Chief Michel of $20,000. New evidence has been discovered that 

makes it almost certain that the man who Major Smead has been after is the thief.” This Week in Tribal 

History Mary Rogers, Tribal Preservation Department, http://www.charkoosta.com/2013/2013_05_23/TWITH-052313.html 

 

“Troops Are Sent Against Cowboys 

Joe Merrigeau and His Band Give the Indian Police on the Flathead Reservation in Montana 

More Than They Can Take Care Cowboys Refuse to Pay Grazing Charges for Stock. 

Missoula, Mont., Nov. 26, Word was sent to Fort Missoula this afternoon by Maj. W. H. Smead, 

Indian agent on the Flathead reservation, that the  Indian police are unable to cope with Joe 

Merrigeau and his band of cowboys, who have 1,500,head of stock on the reservation and refuse 

pay the grazing charges. The major will send troops to the  scene of the trouble with orders to run 

off the herd.  

Maj. Torey, Capt. Maxie and fifty men, on orders from Washington, have left for the scene of the 

disturbance.  The hurry march gave rise to all kinds of surmises, among which is one that a 

deputy sheriff has been shot and two or three Indian policemen wounded. 

Merrigeau is in the Little Bitter Root country, forty miles from the railroad. The troops will be 

compelled to march overland.” The St. Paul (Minn.) Globe, November 27, 1903 [Joseph Morigeau (1858-1930) the son of 

Alexander and Rosalie Finley Morigeau.  He was married several times: (1) Rosalie Bellmont   (2) Theresa Martin Finley (3) Amelia (Bruno) 
"Millie" Abraham.  "Joe Morrigeau, the Flathead chief, evicted from the reservation by United States troops, says he will bring suit against the 

federal officials in the federal court.  Morrigeau, who is a Carlisle man, is wealthy and able to hire good legal counsel."  The Plainsman, 

December 4, 1903 [This week in Tribal History, Mary Rogers, The Char-Koosta News, p10, December 4, 2014. 

 

From The Ronan Pioneer, Jan. 23, 1930, page 1: 

     "Pioneer Cattleman Dies Monday 
     The death of Joseph Morigeau, of Camas, occurred Monday at the Holy Family hospital at St. Ignatius.  While for over forty years the 

deceased made his home near Camas, he was well known in this vicinity where he had many relatives. 

 
     He leaves four brothers, Antoine, Eli, John and Octave; four sisters, Mrs. Lebuff of Dixon, Mrs. A. A. Sloan, Mrs. Alphonse Clairmont and 

Mrs. John Clairmont of this vicinity; also two daughters residing on the coast. 

 
     Joseph Morigeau was born 75 years ago at Colville, Washington, and when but a young boy his family moved to this district.  When hardly 

grown he established a ranch near Camas and for many years was one of the cattle kings of the state, his herds numbering several thousands of 

head.  With the opening of the reservation to settlement he shipped all but a few of his beat cattle to market and since that time engaged in the 
raising of pure-bred Hereford cattle. 

http://www.charkoosta.com/2013/2013_05_23/TWITH-052313.html


 

     For the past few years he had been failing in health and last week was taken to the hospital at St. Ignatius.  Burial will be made today in the 
Catholic cemetery at St. Ignatius."] 

 

 

 

“W. H. Smead, agent of the Flathead Indian reservation, was among the visitors in the city 

yesterday.” The Billings Gazette, September 25, 1903 

“Major Smead was in town Monday to attend to business connected with the tax of $1.00 levied 

on certain cattle on the reservation.” The Plainsman, December 4, 1903. [This Week in Tribal History, Mary Rogers, Char-

Koosta News, December 4, 2014.] 

“Indian Agent is in Trouble 

Missoula, Mont.  April 29.-Sensational charges have been filed against Indian Agent W. H. 

Smead of the Flathead reservation, which cover a wide range of acts falling under the head of 

nonfeasance and misfeasance in office and which include charges of irregularity upon the part of 

other persons.  

Two months ago Attorney H. H. Parsons, acting as attorney for a number of Indians and 

residents of the reservation and parties and citizens of Missoula county, filed with the secretary 

of the interior at Washington 42 specific charges against Mr. Smead. 

Following the filing of these charges Special Indian Agent and Inspector S. L. Tagart of 

Dubuque, lowa, was sent to the reservation to investigate the matter and is now there conducting 

an inquiry.” The Spokane Press, April 29, 1904. 

There were serious allegations that Smead’s grazing leases for the Missoula Mercantile and that 

he ran his own livestock on reservation land.  Dismissed after an investigation in 1904, he 

formed a real estate company in partnership with a former employee of the Missoula land office.  

They put out the book that Smead wrote, “The Land of the Flatheads,” in 1905 to promote land 

sales on the Flathead Reservation. 

Smead also wrote “The Great Flathead Reservation in Montana and Its Future Possibilities, an 

article for The  Irrigation Age, Vol. XXI, No. 4, February, 1906, Chicago,  pages 114-117. 



 

The Anaconda Standard, Sunday Morning, July 31, 1904 



 

The Billings Gazette, Friday, May 19, 1905 

The Salish-Kootenai were unfortunate in having W.H. Smead as agent around the time the Dixon 

Bill was passed. Smead had quite a reputation for doing business on the reservation, and most of 

his business came at the expense of the Indians. Smead was agent from 1898-1904...a critical 

time in trying to get tribal voices heard in the government. Smead was all for the opening of the 

reservation, and his illegal practices on the reservation made his political view s very apparent. 

By the early 1900's he was involved in several business dealings with white business owners, 

many of them from nearby Missoula.  

Much of his business had to do with leasing Indian lands and the resources on it while he 

pocketed the money. He not only let his own cattle graze illegally on tribal land, but he 

advertised to outsiders that he would lease the entire northern part of the reservation for grazing. 

Grazing fees were pocketed by Smead, although many of his close cronies were allowed to run 

cattle on the reservation without paying anything.  Smead denied all accusations of allowing 

non-Indians to run cattle, but both the Hubbard Cattle Company and Missoula Mercantile held 

grazing permits. 

Although Smead denied having done anything illegal, his comments reflected the actions he was  

accused of.   He argued in 1903 that the Indians were being selfish with their land, and that they 

should be required to pay for the lands on which they ran their cattle, and that any land in excess 

should then be leased to whites.  Around the turn of the century, the businessmen of Missoula 



were especially bent on opening up the reservation to help stimulate their own businesses. They 

were owners of everything from newspapers and banks to real estate agencies and mercantiles, 

and were just the political force needed to help pass the Dixon Bill. Shortly after the bill passed. 

Agent Smead published a book to promote the opportunities available on the reservation to 

attract new comers. In his book he advertised the services of all of the big business owners from 

Missoula. He included ads for his real estate, loans and insurance company that specialized in 

sheep and cattle ranches as well as land located on the fertile soil of the reservation’s rivers and 

lakes. 

From the book one could have hardly had the impression that Indians and whites would be living 

anywhere close to each other. The book is full of pictures of cities, libraries, schools, court 

houses, farms, steamers, mills and other industries. Many of the buildings pictured were located 

in nearby cities outside of the reservation, but Smead had the dream of making the reservation 

into a similar empire.  Even the pictures of Indians were of only two types. They showed either 

the peaceful, noble Indian dressed in full ceremonial garb, or Indians who simulated whites, 

living in nice houses with their ranches and gardens enclosed by fences. Smead wrote in his book 

that the reservation was still under developed because "The Indian works fairly well for another, 

but not so for himself. He needs the guiding hand of one in authority.  He further wrote that the;  

Flathead Reservation will when opened to settlement furnish land for thousands of settlers, 

where by labor, industry and thrift, happy and prosperous homes will be built. Great mines will 

open up, adding their quota to the world's wealth. Smelters will be erected to reduce the ores, 

saw mills will cut the virgin forests into lumber.  Flouring mills will be required to grind the 

wheat. Cities will spring up to handle the business of this new country, and railroad will be built 

to haul its products to market. Steamers will ply over the great Flathead Lake and on its shores 

summer homes and health resorts will be built. The abundance of fish and game together with 

the perfect climatic conditions make this an ideal spot for camping, hunting and fishing.  Marvel 

not that the red man is loath to share his lands with his white brother. This, to him the fairest, the 

dearest, the brightest of earth, the last remnant of his former greatness will soon pass from him . 

So must it be. Because of all of his op en business dealings, Smead had quite a reputation around 

the cities of western Montana. He began receiving letters from people in 1904 that asked for his 

help in securing lots near Dayton, Montana that were in a boundary dispute with the Salish-

Kootenai. The tribes were sure that the areas they were living on was located within the 

boundaries as stated in the Treaty, and they remained on their allotted land. There were, 

however, many non-Indians interested in the particular strip of land near Dayton, and they asked 

the Agent to relinquish the tribal allotments so they could be secured by outsiders. Smead had 

been pressured to sell those allotments to a member of the Republican Central Committee, and 

even to a Clerk at the United States Land Office within the Department of the Interior.  The 

federal employee wanted the relinquishments because his son wanted to secure a timbered lot, 

and so he sent Smead the names of the particular Indians that he would like to have removed. He 

then told the Agent that what ever the price, the money would be sent  immediately Smead 



apparently requested the relinquishment of certain lots but although a few families moved, he 

had no real authority as far as the tribal members were concerned and most Indians refused to 

leave, remaining on their lots. It is doubtful that any of the land near Dayton was really 

considered to be disputed.  Dayton and its surrounding s are well within the reservation even as it 

is stated in the treaty of 1855, and this is probably why Smead's demands for the Indians to re-

locate were ignored. The agent continued receiving letters throughout 1904 from people 

inquiring why the Indians near Dayton had still not given up their lots. 

Around this same time, many members of the tribe wrote government officials in Washington 

protesting their land being taken and protesting the actions of their agent.  When they got little 

response, the tribes tried direct pressure by sending delegates to Washington D C.  In 

Washington they had hoped to settle the problems affecting the tribes by directly communicating 

with those making and implementing laws on the reservation. The Salish-Kootenai had become 

aware that in order to make any lee-way in protecting their rights as a distinct culture and nation, 

they would have to deal with America and its people on their own terms. The Salish-Kootenai 

had to be savvy, and considering the incredible obstacles, they were quite efficient in the way 

they handled political matters. They knew when to speak up, w hen to let things ride, when to 

compromise, and when to ignore government threats. They never stopped corresponding with the 

government requesting that their wishes be met. Indians constantly rebelled against those who 

tried to take their land under various pretenses. Their rebellion was usually peaceful. If one looks 

in the archives at all of the instances when the Salish-Kootenai were asked to extinguish title to 

their allotments and relocate, one finds that the same method of rebellion was used by almost 

every Indian.  They simply wouldn't do what the government required of them, nor would they 

immediately contest demand s from government officials, therefore remaining peaceful in the 

eyes of non-Indians.” THE IMPACT OF ALLOTMENT ON CONTEMPORARY HUNTING CONFLICTS: THE CONFEDERATED 

SALISH-KOOTENAI AS EXAMPLE By Dagny K. Krigbaiim,B.A., University of Montana, 1994 

 
 “1,500,000 Acres 

The great and fertile Flathead Reservation in Montana, to be thrown open to settlement.  Choice 

agricultural and fruit lands. 

 

Send $1.00 for the beautiful illustrated volume, “the Land of the Flatheads,” by Major W.H. 

Smead, for nearly seven years United States Indian agent in charge.  Large maps of Montana, 

and the reservation.  Full information relative to opening, land laws, etc.  A handbook of useful 

information to homeseeker and investor. All about Western Montana.  W. H. Smead Co.  (Inc. 

$50,000 Capital) Missoula, Montana   The Kennewick Courier (Kennewick, Wa.) May 26, 1905.  

 

“The Great Flathead Reservation 

Soon to Be Opened by Act of Congress 

Have you a homestead right? If so, why not secure a home in this rich and fertile country? 

Major W. H. Smead for nearly seven years U. S. Indian Agent in charge of the Flathead is now 

in Spokane for a few days and will be pleased to meet any persons desiring reservation lands. 

Call on him at the Halliday Hotel. Office in lobby.” The Spokane Press, July 12, 1905 



 

The Wilma Building - “Billy Simons had built with W.H. Smead Missoula's landmark "Wilma" 

Building. The Wilma Building is situated behind the Headquarters and the Daily Company Annex in 

a somewhat similar position as the original Missoula Brewery. The Daily centennial book says that at 

the time of Simon's death, former showgirl Edna Wilma Simons inherited "...18 theaters, 14 ranches, 

16 thousand sheep, and a substantial interest in the Daily meat company." Edna Wilma Simons 

joined the J.R. Daily, Inc., board of directors and remained until her death in 1954. 
The company remained on Front Street for 50 years, until 1967, when they relocated to a new plant 

on Mullan Road.”  National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places, 

http://pdfhost.focus.nps.gov/docs/NRHP/Text/96000547.pdf 

 

“Farms Given Away   Large tracts of Indian lands to be opened.  Prospective settlers are 

preparing for the Run for the 2,000,000 acres to be given away this summer…….. 

The Flathead agency is near Missoula, Mont., Jocko being the headquarters of the agent, W.H. 

Smead.  The lands that will be thrown open on this reservation are particularly well adapted to 

the raising of hay, wheat and oats.  The Indians have raised much alfalfa, which commands a 

high price, with a ready market in the mining towns of Montana.  This reservation is also the 

center of the Montana fruit belt, and under the cultivation of white men, is certain to become a 

great fruit raising section.  There are only a few hundred Flatheads, and the tribe is dwindling 

rapidly.  The Indians are law-abiding, and many of them are hard-working and the white settlers 

will find them good neighbors.”  Tucumcari News, (Tucumcari, New Mexico), June 30, 1906 

“Helena, Oct. 8 - Alleging conspiracy, malpractice, subornation of perjury and attempt to 

commit subornation of perjujy, disbarment proceedings were filed today in the supreme court by 

C. B. Nolan, representing W. H. Smead of Missoula, against S. G. Murray and H. H. Parsons, 

practicing lawyers in Missoula.  Parsons and Murray are cited to appear in the supreme court 

October 29 and make answer.” The River Press (Fort Benton, Montana) October 10, 1906 

http://pdfhost.focus.nps.gov/docs/NRHP/Text/96000547.pdf


  



 



 
Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of the State of Montana From November 21, 1914, to April 28, 1915, Official 
Report, Volume 50, San Francisco, Bancroft -Whitney Company, 1915  

 
 

 



 



 



 



 
Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Court of the State of Montana From January 14, 1907, to June 29, 1907, Official 

Report, Volume 35, San Francisco, Bancroft -Whitney Company, 1907.  

 

New Street Car Line 

Will pass right in front of these lots. Twenty full lots, with water right for irrigation, on South 

Third street west; fine soil, city water and electric lights adjoining; only $3,000 for all; easy 

payments. Remember, these lots have 40 feet frontage on Third street and are one mile nearer the 

city than East Missoula. A bargain.  

 

W. H. Smead Co.  Higgins Block  Phone 212 red Missoula”  The Daily Missoulian, January 9, 1909 

 

 “Lots $150 Lots 

We have six fine lots in South Missoula addition, one block from Stephens avenue, that we are 

offering for sale for a few days at $150 each. These lots are splendidly located and will soon be 

close in. For quick sale. Don't delay.  

W. H. SMEAD CO. 

Higgins block 

Phone 212 red Missoula.” The Daily Missoulian, January 21, 1909 

“4 Rooms New, Nice, Modern 

Bath, toilet, furnace, electric lights, storm sash, screens, two fine corner lots, convenient to the 

city. Nice shade and lawn. A model home. Until Monday night only $2,500 (less than cost of 

house). $1,500 cash, balance 6 per cent. .HURRY. 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins BlocK Missoula, Montana  Phone 212 Red.” The Daily Missoulian, 

February 9, 1909 

“FOR SALE 

50-foot lot on South First street, 2 small buildings, 10 fruit trees, all for $1,500.00. 4 lots in block 

12, South Missoula. See me about them today. 



W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block Missoula, Montana  Phone 212 Red” The Daily Missoulian, February 10, 1909 

“On South Higgins Ave. 

A brand new modern six-room dwelling house. This is a very pleasant little home. It has fire 

place and two of the bedrooms are supplied with hot and cold water. Nice electric light fixtures. 

Two nice lots, facing on Higgins avenue and in as fine residence district as there is in the city.  

This is really a snap for a few days only at $3000. Terms. 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block  Missoula, Montana  Phone 212 Red” The Daily Missoulian, 

February 19, 1909 

“We have received instructions by wire to sell a splendid 10-acre tract, 1 ½ miles from the city.  

It is a sacrifice price. Inquire at once, W. H. Smead company.” The Daily Missoulian, March 8, 1909 

“Good team of horses weighing 2,200 lbs.; young and sound; good wagon and harness; only 

$175.  W. H. Smead Company.” The Daily Missoulian, March 25, 1909 

“Don't Forget the Hen 

She is a producer and lucky is the man who owns a few. We have a hen ranch, and it is a dandy. 

Three acres one mile from the corner of Higgins avenue, and joins platted part of city. A fine 4-

room house, plastered, and in first-class condition, wood shed and granary, two large chicken 

houses and fine brooder house. 60 fruit trees, mostly bearing. Fine shrubbery and flowers; good 

fence and water right. With the places goes all kinds of tools, 200 thoroughbred hens, household 

furniture. You can work in the city and live on this property, and if you take care of your hens 

they will make you this property clear in a few years. 

Price 3,500, terms. 

W. H  Smead Company  Higgins Block  Phone 212 Red  Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, 

April 9, 1909 

“On Woodford Street 

One lot in block 54, only........ $275 

On Brooks Street 

45 feet in block 45, only........$550 

On South Higgins Ave. 

A new and modern six-room house with two fine lots, only .....$3,000 

On very easy terms. 

We have house at prices ranging from $700 up. 

Easy payments on nearly all of the properties we have for sale. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block 

Phone 212 Red Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, April 19, 1909 



“Glenwood Park Addition 

For sale at a very reasonable price. These lots belong to the estate of the late A. V. Hule and 

must be sold to close up estate. They are very desirable, less than half block distant from Higgins 

avenue.  Water handy. Lots just opposite and across Higgins avenue are held at $600 per lot. We 

will sell these at less than half that price. Call and get prices and terms. 

W. H. SMEAD COMPANY  Higgins Block  Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, 

April 28, 1909 

“As-You-Like-It Club. 

The As-You-Like-It club held an interesting meeting on Tuesday after noon at the home of Mrs. 

Walter Lennie-Smith on East Main street. The election of officers occupied the early part of the 

afternoon, and resulted as follows: Miss Taylor, president; Mrs. W. B. Parsons, vice president; 

Mrs. W. H. Smead, secretary and treasurer. Miss Taylor read an interesting paper on, "The 

Chaperon." A large number of members were present.” The Daily Missoulian, May 2, 1909 

“Ten Acres 

One and One-Half Miles from post office. Good house, barn, chicken house, cellar, etc. Fine lot 

of trees now bearing. Rattlesnake creek runs through one corner. Nice shade along creek and 

very pretty. Location delightful. Closer to business center than much of the platted additions. 

With this place the following will be thrown in: One fine horse, one wagon, one buggy, all kinds 

of farming tools, a nice lot of chickens. 

Price of the place $4,500 

We will accept one-half in city property and the balance we will make on very easy terms. Must 

make a quick sale on this property. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block 

Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, May 3, 1909 

“What Is the Use? 

Why wait any longer? Do you intend to pay rent forever? If not commence now and stop it.  

Here is the opportunity. 

A small two-room house on a fine lot in Block 30, Knowles addition, facing on Second street. 

Small stable. Lot is a very fine one and fenced with woven wire fencing. The lot alone is worth 

nearly or quite $1,000. We can sell you this property for $1,300 on very easy terms. It beats 

paying rent and will save your money. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block  Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, May 24, 

1909 

“For Trade 

20 acres of the finest fruit land, one mile from Hamilton. Splendid modern 10 room house, nine 

acres of bearing fruit of choicest varieties. This property is one of the best in the Bitter Root 



valley, delightfully located. Owner will sell at a very reasonable price and accept one half in 

Missoula residence property. Call for particulars. 

 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block, Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, May 29, 

1909 

“Farm for Rent 

Very close to the city.  

Fifty-five acres of grain, 

Five acres of potatoes, 

Twenty acres of corn for fodder, 

Fruit, berries, etc. 

Crop all in. 

Good five-room house, plenty of barn room, ice house, chicken house, etc. 

The crop will be good for $2,000 when harvested. Will rent the place until March 1 for $750. 

Apply Immediately. 

W. H. Smead Co.  Higgins Blk. Phone 212 red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, June 7, 1909 

“$100 Monthly Income 

Don't you think that would look pretty good in your bank book? Well, here it is. We have for sale 

a 10-room house, arranged so that it can be rented in rooms or apartments, and is partly 

furnished; two bath rooms. It is situated in a very desirable district for renting and can be easily 

kept full. Rents as high as $110 per month.  We can sell you this splendid money maker for 

$4,500 on easy terms. The lots on which building 

is located are worth nearly half of price asked. 

The above for quick sale. Call for particulars. 

-0- 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block Phone $212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, June 9, 

1909 

“Lots on  

Stephens Avenue 

Six fine lots on Stephens avenue for only $250 each. 

A Good Home Close In 

A five-room residence two blocks from Higgins avenue, on Spruce street; 37 1/2-foot lot. Price, 

$3,600 

W. H. Smead Company  Phone 212 red. Higgins  Blk. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, June 17, 

1909 

 



“$1,750 

160-acre ranch, 55 miles from Missoula, on the Milwaukee railroad; 18 acres in fine meadow, 30 

acres more easily cleared, and would make fine orchard or farming land; good water right, good 

six room house, stable and sheds, two horses, three cows, and all ranch tools. 

This is a genuine bargain; owner, must sell. 

W. H. Smead Co.  Higgins Block.” The Daily Missoulian, July 5, 1909 

“$100 Each .. 100 lots  

EASY TERMS. 

These lots are one mile nearer the city than Daly addition lots. Fine water right goes with them. 

Nearly new four-room house, good barn and chicken house (all the improvements are good); 150 

bearing apple, cherry, pear and plum trees, large patch strawberries and raspberries, two acres in 

potatoes now, fine shade trees. 

This bunch of fine lots (they must all be sold together), will be sold at once at a sacrifice price, 

which is only $100 a lot. Just think a moment! Other lots a mile further from the center of the 

city, with no improvements and no water right are selling at 50 per cent higher prices. 

We make you easy terms, too. This property we Know is a genuine bargain, Don't wait. Come at 

once if you want your money's worth. 

W. H. Smead Co.  Higgins Block. Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, July 13, 1909 

“Next to Best Day Yet is Monday 

“Major. Smead Talks. 

Major W. H. Smead, the prime mover in the campaign for uniform opening and closing hours for 

the notaries, said last night that he believed a step in the right direction had been taken, although 

he is of the opinion that the notaries should have their places of business in their regular offices.  

Said, the major last night, "I believe that a step has been taken in the right direction, but am not 

prepared to state whether or not I will put up my free, registration tent today."  I believe that the 

city is entiled to have the visitors stay long enough to see the place and form an opinion of its 

good points. I do not wish to appear too radical in the matter  however. I am satisfied , as far, as 

the money is concerned, but simply think that the city should be entitled to have the visitors stop 

over long enough to see the place."  The Daily Missoulian, July 20, 1909 

 

“Notice for bids. 

Bids will be received by the Trustees of School District No. 22  for building a school house in 

said district.  Plans and specifications are on file at the law office of Griffith & Griffith over 

Western National Bank.  All bids must be in by not later than July 13, 1908. The trustees reserve 



the right to reject any or all bids.  W.H. Smead, clerk.  Caldwell, Idaho.”  The Caldwell Tribune, July 4, 

1908 

 

 “Registration – Take Steady Stride  

Total Number of Applicants For Reservation Lands On Thursday is 2,567. 

The business of registration for the reservation- lands has settled down to a regular stride, and 

does not vary many hundreds either way. The notaries are all fairly busy and the railroad men 

extremely so. But the crowds have been so accurately judged and estimated that no trouble is 

experienced in handling the people. Yesterday's total was not quite as large, as some days, but it 

was fairly up to the average. The total number of peopie who registered yesterday for lands on 

the Flathead reservation was 2,557. One thing that is noticeable is the fact that the new train of 

the Chicago, Milwaukee & Puget Sound is doing its share in bringing homeseekers to the city to 

register. 

The number of registrants handled by each notary's office and the total for the day is as follows: 

J. L. Wallace...................... 69 

Welling Napton .................. 155 

T. N. Marlowe..................... 19 

W. T. Graybeal ................ 514 

D. D. Hull .......................82 

Edward Hoverson ................ 1901 

A. J. Violette ....... ....... 26 

Eugene Wessinger ................. 262 

W. H. Smead's office ........... 290 

Amalgamated notaries ............ 290 

A. K. Andersen ................... 100 

H . D . Fisher ........................ 3 

Oscar Crutchfleld .................. 212 

James H. Rhoades' office ..... 40 

Charlesr N. Madeen ................ 138 

William Dyson ................... 108 

Ketcham ............... ..... 43 

E. L. Freeman ............. ...... 34 

J. H. Tolan ...................... 73 

Total  ............................2557 

Many Easterners Coming. 

 

Butte, July 22.-A special from Kalispell to the Miner says: With the arrival late this afternoon of 

the local train which connected with No. 4 of the Great Northern and Burlington west at 

Columbia Falls junction, the city is thronged with landseekers. A report that two special trains 



left St. Paul behind these arrivals destined for registration points is brought with the passengers, 

and the first special, which is reported to carry more than a thousand prospective applicants, is 

due here tonight or tomorrow. Every notarial booth in the city is crowded to night, and before 

closing hours probably 2,000 will have registered their applications. This will bring the grand 

total of the eight days to more than 10,000, with a daily average of more than 1,200.” The Daily 

Missoulian, July 23, 1909 

“Registration Falls Somewhat Total of 2,369 Applicants for reservation lands for yesterday. 

Still they come, and Missoula's notaries public are continuing to reap the harvest of quarters. 

Yesterday's total was 2,369, somewhat less than the registration for the previous day, but; at that, 

not, far below the general average thus far maintained. The total registration, to date, is 22,157, 

making for each of the eight days so far passed an average of 2,770. There are reports current 

that several special trains are en route from eastern cities to register for all three of the 

reservations, and that most of them will register in Missoula, which will swell the total 

considerably. 

Yesterday's registration in detail follows: 

E. L. Freeman ................... 46 

H. D. Fisher ..................... 31 

Eugene Wessinger ...............226 

A. K. Andersen ........ ..........140 

Edward Noverson .............155 

Amalgamated notaries ............3301 

William T. Graybeal .............. 53. 

William Dyson ..................136 

Charles N. Madeen 61........ 

J. L. Wallace ................ .... 80 

W. P. Ketcham ....... ..... . 

Welling Napton .......................100 

0. B. S. Orr .......... ..... 180 

R. F. Kersten ......... ........... 59 

Consolidated notaries .............285 

D. D. Hull ...... 67 

W. H. Smead's office ..............204 

Total ........................ 2,3691 

 

Spokane, July 23. - Estimates made of land registrations at 5 o'clock tonight show approximately 

2,000 in Spokane, 4,000 in Coeur d'Alene, 3,000 at Missoula and 1,200 in Kalispell. Some 

complaints are being made of overcharges by notaries, and these will be investigated. The 

employment of runners by notaries has greatly annoyed intending applicants arriving at the 



depots and Judge Witten has notified the notaries that the practice must be discontinued or their 

commissions will be revoked.”  The Daily Missoulian, July 24, 1909     

“Registration Grows Much Heavier Daily Yesterday’s Total, 2,937, Fourth Largest of Period – 

Grand Total 25, 673. 

With the arrival of several hundred people from Butte and Anaconda, along with many others 

from all over the nation, the business of registration for yesterday was rather heavy, but the 

notaries did not do all the business, as many of the homeseekers  thronged the stores of the city 

and made themselves at home. Yesterday's total, 2,937, is the fourth largest of the registration 

period- thus far passed, the only three days that showed larger totals being July 15, 19 and 20, 

the first named day being the opening one. Thus far the grand total of registrations for the first 

nine days is 25,673 and if the present rate is kept up the final grand total promises to reach the 

60,000 mark. There remain 10 days in which intending homeseekers may register for the 

reservation lands, and from all indications the rush from now to the end will be greater than ever 

before. The railroad people state that several special trains, are scheduled to arrive in this city 

within the next 10 days, and they will bring their full quota of registrants. 

 

Grand Total. A summary of the registration in Missoula, for each of the nine days and also the 

grand total to date, follows: 

July 15 ......... ............ ............ 3,46, 

July 16 ... .......... .............. 2,636 

July 17 ......... ........... ............. 2,284 

July 19 .................. .. ....................... 3,405 

July 20 ....................................... . 3,159 

July 21 ................. ........................ . 2,718 

July 22 ................ ........................ 2,658 

July 23 ............ .... ........................ 2,415 

July 24 ........................................ 2,937 

Grand total ................. ..................25,673 

Yesterday's Total. 

The number of registrations received by each notary public yesterday is as follows: 

Edward Hoverson ....... .............. 165 

Eugene Wessinger ........................ 204 

J. B. Bryan ........................................ 115 

A. K. Andersen ............................ 125 

William T, Graybeal .......................... 80 

D. D., Hull ........................................ 106 

W. H. Smead's office...................... 325 

E. L. Freemhan ................................... 68 

Oscar Crutchfield .......................... 250 



William Dyson  .. . .... 155 

Amalgamated notaries ................... 295 

J. L. Wallace ............ ...................... 80 

H . D. Fisher .....:..... ........................ . 42 

Consolidated notaries .................... 473 

Charles N. Madeen.................. 87 

Floyd L. Logan ................................. 40 

John H . Tolan .................................... 180 

Total .......................................... 2,937 

 

More Spokane Notaries. 

Spokane, July 24.-Eight additional notaries were appointed in Spokane to day to take 

applications for land registration. The estimated number of registrations at Spokane today is 

4,000; at Coeur d'Alene, 5,000; at Missoula, 8,000, and at Kalispell, 1,700.” The Daily Missoulian, July 25, 

1909     

                                              

The Daily Missoulian, Friday Morning, January 15, 1909  The Daily Missoulian, Saturday Morning, April 24, 1909. 

 



                                         

The Daily Missoulian, Sunday Morning, June 20, 1909.         The Daily Missoulian, Sunday Morning, February 9, 1909. 

 



                                                                   

The Daily Missoulian, Saturday Morning, March 6, 1909.             The Daily Missoulian, Sunday Morning, February 26, 1910 

“We have received instructions by wire to sell a splendid 10-acre tract,  1 ½ miles from the city.  

It is a sacrifice price.  Inquire at once.  W.H. Smead company.” The Daily Missoulian, Saturday Morning, March 

6, 1909. 

“Perry did not discover the north pole but he discovered that the Owl Creek and Rocky Fork coal 

was the best coal that could be had. 

The test of coal is in the burning; give it a trial; we guarantee not to disappoint. 

 

We alto wish to announce that we have been fortunate in securing of office room on the ground 

floor of the Higgins block in with the W. H. Smead Realty company. We are now ready to meet 

all our old customers and hope to meet many new ones the coming year. We know we have a 

good coal and we want you to know it also. The Perry-Esselsatyn Coal company.” The Daily 

Missoulian, January 3, 1910 

The Daily Missoulian, January 5, 1910, Thursday morning: 

“You will find the Perry Coal Co. on the ground floor of the Higgins block in the office with 

W.H. Smead Realty Company.  How’s your coal pile?” 

“Perry Did Not Discover 

the North Pole but he discovered that the owl Creek and Rocky Fork coal was the best coal that 

could be had. The test of coal is in the burning: give it a trial; we guarantee not to disappoint. 

We also wish to announce that we have been fortunate in securing of office room on the ground 

floor of the Higgins block in with the W. H. Smead Realty company. We are now ready to meet 

all our old customers and hope to meet many new ones the coming year. We know we have a 



good coal and we want you to know it also. The Perry-Esselstyn Coal company.”  The Daily Missoulian, 

January 11, 1910 

“Overlooking the Beautiful  

Bitter Root River 

35 Acre Ranch 

On the banks of  this beautiful  stream we have a rich and productive ranch of  35 acres for sale  

at a very reasonable price on the easiest of  terms;  800 fine  7 year old bearing  trees, good 

varieties, an abundance of small fruit; good buildings; 1 horse, wagon, harness,  all kinds of farm 

implements, tools,  etc.  This property is 5 miles from  Missoula, 11-4 miles from Ft. Missoula, 

and 1 1-4 miles from new street car line. A lovely place for a summer home. Fine fishing right 

on the property and good shooting in season. . Price $10,000, $3,500 in cash and balance on long 

time at 8 per cent. Investigate at once. 

 

W.H. Smead Co. 

Higgins Block. Missoula, Mont. Phone 212 Red.” The Daily Missoulian, February 6, 1910      

 

 

The Daily Missoulian, April 17, 1910, Morning, page 7: 

“$ 4 Per Load  

For Sand and Gravel 

And on the property there is 20,000 loads.  The sand and gravel should be worth at least 50 cents 

per load at the pit, or $10,000.  Now, we will sell you this 15-acre sand and gravel pit, $6,000, 

and with it we will throw in 12 acres of very good rich and productive land, with fine house and 

barn, chicken house and orchard.  We want to give you your money’s worth, so will throw in a 

horse, a cow, some chickens, a big lot farming tools, a wagon, buggy, etc.  Don’t you think this a 

snap?  Well, it is.  Sickness in owner’s family reason for selling.  Easy Terms. Inquire quickly. 

W.H. Smead Co.  Phone 212 Red  Higgins Block, Missoula, Mont.” 

June 16, 1910 from The Plainsman: "Major W.H. Smead former agent of the Flathead Indians, 

now a big real estate man of Missoula, and who also conducted one of the biggest locating 

establishments in connection with the opening of the reservation was a Plains visitor Tuesday, 

accompanied by Judge J. I. Sloane, who is in the employ of the former." This Week in Tribal History Mary 

Rogers, Tribal Preservation Department, http://www.charkoosta.com/2013/2013_05_23/TWITH-052313.html 

http://www.charkoosta.com/2013/2013_05_23/TWITH-052313.html


 

The Daily Missoulian, Sunday Morning, January 23, 1910 

 

“Five Acres $2,250 

Highly improved, 1 acre strawberries; ¼ acre raspberries; splendid soil; 2-room house; small 

barn; 2 miles from postoffice. 

 

Why pay big rent in the city and other higher expenses when you can buy such property as this 

on easy payments and where there will be no rent.  The strawberry patch will pay all expenses of 

any ordinary family.  

Price $2,250, half in cash. 

W.H. Smead Company 

Phone 212 Red 

Higgins Block, Missoula, Mont.”  
The Daily Missoulian, March 20, 1910, page 8. 

 

“10 Acres  Deep, Dark, Rich Soil 

 

One and a half miles west of Fort Missoula; fenced and under cultivation, but no buildings; 300 

fine, sweet cherry trees that will bear some fruit this year. Good water right. 

 

This tract is especially suited to the growing of celery and fruit, as well as truck gardening. It is 

one of the cheapest tracts in the Orchard Homes district. Price $2,500, on terms. This is a good 

buy. 

W. H. Smead Co. 

Higgins Block, Missoula, Montana 

Bell Phone a11 Red.” The Daily Missoulian, March 22, 1910, page 8. 

 



“Montana Roads (Electric) – The Chamber of Commerce of Missoula, Mont., is said to be 

negotiating with W. H. Smead for the construction of an electric line from Missoula, Mont., 

north to Polson, about 75 miles.”  The Railway Gazette, vol. 48, page 1016, April 15, 1910. 

 

1675 Acre Ranch  

$20 Per Acre 

 

850 acres of this ranch is the finest bench land, all under irrigation; 225 acres in timothy hay, 30 

acres in alfalfa, 50 acres in fall  wheat  in fine condition. This property is all fenced and cross-

fenced with wire and cedar posts. Modern 9-room house, bath, hot and cold water; fine pure 

water piped from spring for house; good house for help; cold storage house that cost $1,000; 

blacksmith and carpenter shop, large log barn, two graneries; all crops go with place; also $1.000 

worth of machinery. This property is located in Madison county and must be sold at once, and a 

sacrifice price of $20 per acre is made for immediate acceptance.  Write or wire, 
 

W. H. Smead Co. Phone 212 Red. Higgins Block, Missoula, Mont.”  The Ronan Pioneer, May 1, 1910 

 

“A Good 5-Room Home in South Missoula 

 

If you want to stop paying rent, here is your opportunity. We have a good, modern, 6-room 

cottage, well built and new, and will take part payment in good lots on south side; balance in 

cash or mortgage on property, as purchaser may desire. There is a good range in the house. Price 

of  property only $2,000 

W. H. Smead Co.   

Higgins Block 

Phone 212 Red Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, January 7, 1911 

 

“Local Society 

The Ladies' Aid society of the Congregational church will meet tomorrow afternoon with Mrs. 

W. H. Smead, 407 Eddy street.  A large attendance is invited and especially are new comers and 

those recently interested in Christian service invited.” The Daily Missoulian, February 15, 1911 

 

The Daily Missoulian, March 28, 1911: “Local Brevities 

W.H. Smead goes to Ronan today.” 

 

“Do you want to sell? 

If you want to sell your ranch or relinquishment we shall be pleased to have you write us in 

regard to the same, giving full particulars and quote us lowest price.  We are in position to handle 

Flathead lands to advantage. 

 

Choice town lots in Smead Addition to Ronan. 

 

For sale on easy payments. These lots are certain to become very valuable with the growth of 

Ronan. Address 

 

W.H. Smead Company  Missoula, Montana”  The Ronan Pioneer, July 21, 1911 



 

“G.L. Dennis and family have returned home after a six weeks stay on the islands in the Flathead 

lake.  Mr. Dennis has the contract for erecting a dwelling for W.H. Smead on the island.” The Ronan 

Pioneer, July 28, 1911 

 

“Hammond Addition Lots 

We have a few very desirable lots in Hammond addition for sale at a sacrifice. If interested call 

at our office. 

W. H. Smead Company, Higgins Block. Phone 212 Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, September 5, 

1911. 

 

“Wanted Patent Lands 

If you land is patented and you wish to sell same at a reasonable price we shall be glad to 

correspond with you. 

 

We now want desirable 40 or 80 with moderate improvements. Writ us what you have for sell.  

W.H. Smead Company   Missoula, Montana.”  The Ronan Pioneer, October 27, 1911 

 

 

He was vice president of the Caldwell Fruit Growers & Producers Association in 1911.   The Caldwell 

Tribune, Friday November 11, 1911. 

 

“Maj. W. H. Smead went through Ronan Tuesday enroute from Missoula to Kalispell.”  The Ronan 

Pioneer, December 1, 1911 

 

 “5 Acres Choice Land at Fruitdale 

House, Barn, water right for quick sale only $850   W.H. Smead Company.” The Missoulian, Wednesday 

Morning, December 27, 1911 

 

“For Sale – Ranches 

Five acres at Fruitdale, 10 miles west of Missoula, good house, and barn, land fenced and choice 

water right; price only $850 (scarcely the cost of the buildings); terms 

W.H. Smead company.”  The Missoulian, Monday Morning, February 19, 1912. 

 

“W.H. Smead left yesterday afternoon for the eastern part of the state where he will be for 

several days on business.” The Daily Missoulian, February 27, 1912 

 

“W. H. Smead has announced his purchase of the hotel Northern from C.C. Willis in Plains. The 

hotel is in first-class condition, steam-heated, electric lighted and supplied with city water. Mr. 

Smead expects to lease the property within a short time.” The Daily Missoulian, March 7, 1912 

 

“Enthusiastic Get-Together Meeting at St. Ignatius 

The delegates present were: 

Missoula Chamber of Commerce:  among the ten was W.H. Smead. 
The Ronan Pioneer, March 15, 1912 

 

 

“For Trade 

A choice unimproved ranch, 12 miles from Missoula; would accept one-half payment in good 

city property.   

 



A nice, new hotel at Plains, Mont.,  for good city property.   

 

A good, but cheap, five-acre tract at Fruitdale for good city property. 

 

W.H. Smead Company Phone 212 Red  Higgins Block   Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, April 6, 

1912, Morning 

 

 
The Missoulian, Saturday Morning, May 11, 1912 
 

“For Rent 

$10 Per Month 

A good and nearly new 5-room house on Howell street, near North side school.  Water in 

kitchen. 

W. H. Smead Company.”  The Daily Missoulian, May 13, 1912 

 

“Modern Hotel 

Hot and cold water, electric lighted, steam heated, good town, all nicely furnished. We will sell 

this property on easy terms, or trade for 40 desirable Missoula property, or we will sell furniture 

and give lease on building. 

 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, May 13, 1912 

 



 

“Eight-room Strictly Modern house, very nicely furnished, will be rented  for the summer to the 

right party; owner wants tenant who will be careful of the house and furniture.   W. H. Smead 

Company.” The Daily Missoulian, May 30, 1912 

 

“Modern Hotel  

Hot and cold water, electric lighted, steam heated, good town, all nicely furnished. We will sell 

this property on easy terms, or trade for desirable Missoula property, or we will sell furniture and 

give lease on building. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block Missoula,  Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, May 16, 1912 

 

In the Great Ronan Fire of August, 1912 he lost property valued at $3,000insurance was for 

$1,500.  The Ronan Pioneer, Missoula County, Montana, August 30, 1912, front page “Ronan 

Business Section Is Almost Entirely Destroyed, Loss $350,000.” 

 

 
The Ronan Pioneer, November 15, 1912 

 

“Fine 9-room furnished will rent to the right people for the summer. Location Hammond 

addition. W. H. Smead Company.” The Daily Missoulian, June 11, 1912 

 

“We Want To Trade 

10-acre orchard tract, a good one, close in, for a desirable city property. A good ranch property 

for good city home.  

 

To rent a 5-room house, nearly new; water in kitchen; one block from north side schoolhouse 

$10 per month. 

 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block  Phone 212 Red Missoula, Montana.”  The Daily Missoulian, June 

11, 1912 

 

“To Trade 

Spokane Home for Missoula Dwelling 

We' have a nice, modern home in Spokane, well located, which owner desires to exchange for a 

five or six-room home in Missoula. Call for particulars. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block.  Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, July 12, 

1912 
 

 



“To Trade 

A good 80-acre ranch in the famous Moise Valley on the Flathead; house and barn; 60 acres in 

crop; team of horses; 2 cows, 1 calf, 100 chickens. We will trade ,this for choice city property or 

good orchard home. No property considered that is held at over $6,000.  W. H. Smead Company 

Higgines  Block. Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, July 16, 1912 

 

“The W.H. Smead company has just concluded the sale of a large tract of land including about 

1,000 acres on Nine Mile creek, to W. B. Billinghurst, a capitalist from Dakota, who has been for 

several months visiting friends and looking over the country near Missoula.”  The Daily Missoulian, 

Thursday Morning, August 15, 1912. 

 

“Hotel For Lease 

We have a first-class hotel in one the best towns western Montana for lease at a very low rental. 

The hotel is completely furnished with new and good furniture. The furniture we will sell to the 

person leasing the hotel at a very low figure, or will trade for city property. 

 

This is a good opportunity for the right man. Hotel is new, electric lighted, hot and cold water 

and steam 

heated. 

 

Inquire at once.  W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block. Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.”  The 

Daily Missoulian, August 29, 1912 

 

“Do you want to trade your city home for a ranch? 

We have a desirable 80-acre farm in the famous Moiese valley, 5 ½ miles from railroad, that we 

will trade for desirable city home. We have a good proposition for any person desiring a ranch. 

Fine open range adjoining. 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block Phone 212 Red Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, 

September 4, 1912. 

 

“Dairyman Wanted 

To buy a dairy ranch and furnish milk in payment for same. This property is for sale on the most 

liberal terms. Owner will accept a very small cash payment and take the balance in milk at a 

good price.  

 

A small bunch of dairy cows go with the ranch. Inquire at once. 

 

A Relinquishment 

Forty acres, 3 miles from the Mission on Flathead reservation; all fenced; all tillable; about half 

broken; cheap buildings; good soil; fine adjoining range and a large number of dairy cows and 

chickens could be handled to advantage.  Only $650; one-half cash, balance town lots. Twenty-

five tons grain hay goes with place. 

W. H. Smead Company  Phone 212 Red  Higgins Block Missoula, Montana.”  The Daily Missoulian, 

September 5, 1912. 
 

“Dairy Ranch 

138 acres, 14 mile from Missoula; all stocked with horses, cattle, hogs, chickens, ducks, geese, 

all farming 



implements; 65 tons bay; 2 acres potatoes, 175 boxes apples; good water right; good buildings; 

everything right; two blocks only from shipping station. Cheap at $8,000.  One-half cash. 

 

Relinquisment 

40 acres, three miles from the Mission, on the Flathead; $650.  Will take town lots in part 

payment. 

 

Trade 

We will trade the, furniture in Hotel Northern, Plains, for Missoula property and give lease on 

hotel building at a low rental. Good opportunity for the right man. We have all kinds of trades to 

offer. Come in and tell us what you want to trade. 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, September 

15, 1912. 

 

“One of the Best 

Ten-acre Orchard Homes tract, 2 1/2 miles from the center of Missoula, for trade for a small 

farm or for choice city property. This tract has an incumbrance of $2,500, and we wish to trade, 

subject to the mortgage, which can be run indefinitely. Fine soil, plenty of water, good 

improvements. We will give you a real bargain.  Call for particulars. 

 

W.H. Smead company Higgins Block Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, October 14, 

1912 

 
 

“Do you want to trade your city home for a ranch? 

 

We have a desirable 80-acre farm in the famous Moiese valley, 51 miles from railroad, that we 

will trade for desirable city home.  

 

We have a good proposition for any person desiring a ranch. Fine open range adjoining. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block, Phone. 212 Red  Missoula, Montana” The Daily Missoulian, Thursday Morning, September 3, 1912. 

 

“For Trade--80 Acres on Flathead 

for a good Orchard Home or desirable residence property. This farm is 5 1-2 miles from railroad 

and town. Beautifully located. Fair buildings. Good soil. 

Call for particulars. 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block. Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, September 

3, 1912. 
 

“Stock Ranch and Farm 

$15 per acre, 360 acres 

80 acres tilllable, 45 now under cultivation. All irrigated. Good soil and good buildings. One-half 

million feet standing timber. Right on railroad and station one-half mile distant. Location 

desirable, on Coeur d'Alene branch. 

 

The following personal property goes with the ranch: 100 cords wood, 2 good work horses, 1 

Percheron colt, 7 head cattle, part thoroughbreds, 25 chickens, 7 hogs, truck, light wagon, hay 

rake, mower, harrow, 2 plows, all tools, 20 acres wheat, 3 of oats, 1 of mangles, 2 of potatoes, 20 



tons hay and good garden. 

A very cheap property; terms. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block. Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.”  The Daily Missoulian, 

September 10, 1912. 

 

“Dairy Ranch 

138 acres, 14 miles from Missoula; all stocked with horses, cattle, hogs, chickens, ducks, geese, 

all farming 

implements; 65 tons hay; 2 acres potatoes, 175 boxes apples; good water right; good buildings; 

everything right; two blocks only from shipping station. Cheap at $8,000. One-half cash. 
 

Relinquishment 

40 acres, three miles from the Mission, on the Flathead; $650.  Will take town lots in part 

payment. 
 

Trade 

We will trade the furniture in Hotel Northern, Plains, for Missoula property and give lease on 

hotel building at a low rental. Good opportunity for the right man. We have all kinds of trades to 

offer. Come in and tell us what you want to trade. 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block. Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, September 

24, 1912. 

 

“Hotel Northern for Lease 

Hotel Northern at Plains, Mont., completely furnished, is one of the best hotels in Western 

Montana.  Modern in every respect, electric light, hot and cold water, baths, toilets, steam heat. 

New building, new furniture. A fine opening for the right man. 

 

We will lease furnished to the right party, but would prefer to sell furniture and lease building. 

 

We would accept city property in payment for furniture. Inquire today. 

W. H. Smead Company Phone 212 Red Higgins Block  Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, 

November 17, 1912. 
 

 

“All for $4,500 

360 acres on Coeur d'Alene branch; 100 acres tillable, 45 acres under cultivation; good water 

right; 500,000 feet timber, 1,500 cords wood; half-mile from railroad station. 

 

With the above is included two work horses, harness, wagon and buggy; one blooded yearling, 

one blooded colt; three cows and calf; part thoroughbred; seven hogs; 25 chickens; all kinds farm 

tools and implements; 300 bushels grain, 20 tons hay, 200 sacks potatoes, five tons mangels; all 

kinds of garden vegetables; 100 cords wood in rick. 

 

This is a fine stock proposition. Lots of outside range. Fair buildings. Soil is first class. Terms 

can be made on part. Price, $4,500. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block, Missoula, Montana  Phone 212 Red.” The Daily Missoulian, 

November 22, 1912. 

 

 



“As You Like It Club. 

The As You Like It club will meet this afternoon with Mrs. W. H. Smead at her home on Eddy 

avenue. It is the day for current events, and there will also be a study of "The Terrible Meek" 

given by Miss Harriet Taylor.”  The Daily Missoulian, November 27, 1912. 

 

“$1,000.00 For You 

The Cheapest Piece of Property in Missoula 

We have had placed with us for sale for a few days only, one of the cheapest pieces of property 

that we have ever handled.   

 

It is a 7-room modern home on South Third street. It has been built 5 years and is in first-class 

condition. Rooms recently retinted and put in the best condition; full cement basement with 

stationary laundry tubs; 50-foot lot on corner; street paved, street car line in front of the door. 

 

This property cost the owner $4,200 in cash five years ago. Since that time he has made 

improvements that have cost him about $300 more. Now, on account of ill health in his family, 

he is obliged to sell.  

 

For a few days $3,250 will buy the place, including range, kitchen and dining room linoleum; 

$1,450 cash will handle.  W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block, Missoula, Montana Phone 212 

Red.” The Daily Missoulian, December 10, 1912, Morning 

 

“Make Her This Present, and It Will Always Bring Her An Income 

Four-room modern house, well-constructed and in first-class condition; summer kitchen in rear 

with stationary laundry tubs; nicely located lot facing south, on Vine street. Price only $1,400. 

There is $1,000 mortgage on property; $400 will handle. The street and sewer tax amounts to 

$118 and extends over a term of years. Property now rented for $16.50. 

 

This would be a sensible present to make your wife. It would be a regular revenue producer. For 

a few days only. W. H. Smead Company  Phone 212-Red Higgins Block Missoula, Montana.” 
The Daily Missoulian, December 10, 1912, Morning 

 
 

“We Want to Trade 

 

A $3,000 equity in a first-class or orchard home, well improved and good water right, and only 

two and one-half miles from the center of the city, for a small ranch or for Missoula property, 

improved or unimproved. 

 

This is a good tract and we will give you a good trade. 

W. H. Smead Company, Higgins Block. Phone 212  Red. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, 

December 22, 1912, Morning 

 

“Trade Trade Trade 

All kinds of property for sale. If you want to trade your property call at once. W. H. Smead 

Company  Phone 212-Red Higgins Block Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, December 31, 1912 

 



                             
The Missoulian, Monday Morning, August 6, 1913      

“For Free Speech 

Contributions of 1 cent, to be used in paying the fines of the editors of the Boise Capital News, 

recently fined and imprisoned for printing remarks of Theodore Roosevelt concerning the 

supreme court of Idaho, were received yesterday and Tuesday from each of the following: (over 

100 signatures) : 

W.H. Smead 

Mrs. W.H. Smead 

Total $2.08 

Previously reported  $3.34 

Grand total   $5.42 

[I wonder what this was all about and how it turned out?]  
The Daily Missoulian, Thursday Morning, January 9, 1913. 

 

“Would Build Water System 

The town council received a communication last Monday evening from W. H. Smead of 

Missoula, relative to securing a franchise to put in a system of water works in Ronan. Mr. Smead 

has had this matter in view for 

some time and had previously made an attempt to secure the right to install the system, but the 

great obstacle all the time has been that the town has not secured from the government the right 

to use the water of the creeks heading in the mountains To the east of Ronan for that purpose. 

 

An application is pending with the Department of the Interior at the present time to secure this 

privilege but it  is hanging fire, owing to there never having been any surveys made and no plats 

filed from which the department would ascertain what is wanted.  It will require the expenditure  

of more money to make the surveys and plats than the town is able to pay at this time, and some 

arrangement must be made to meet this charge before anything can be done. 

 

There seems to be a sentiment in Ronan in favor of granting some person or company the 

privilege of installing the system, and this sentiment is growing, owing to the fact that it is 

conceded that the town will not be able for a few years to raise money enough to build it itself 

and that the system is so badly needed as to work a drawback to business and development. 

There is no doubt but that Ronan needs a system of water works for domestic use and protection 

against fire more than any one thing just now. It would give 

an added impetus to all kinds of building and result in the town growing faster, and better. But 

the big question is how to secure it. 



 

The policy or conserving the natural resources of the west may sound all right to those who are 

not directly affected by over doing it but to those of us who are experiencing the actual workings, 

it is not as satisfactory as it might be. The water is running to the Pacific ocean everyday which 

would afford us protection and comfort, but owing to the policy of conservation the people of 

Ronan are not allowed to divert it nor use it to their advantage and benefit. Likewise is much 

power being allowed to lie dormant, when if allowed to do so, it would be harnessed and put to 

good use.  It would be made to light our streets and homes and we would not be paying tribute to 

the Standard Oil Co., as we are now doing.”  The Daily Missoulian, Thursday Morning, January 10, 1913. 

 

Cost $4,400 

Will Sell  $3,150 

Sacrifice, $1,250 

A strictly first-class 7-room new and modern home on paved street, street car in front of door, 

and 50 foot lot. Full cement basement; stationary laundry tubs; wood and coal house; shades and 

young fruit trees; $1,350 will handle. 

 

This is absolutely the best bar gain offered in Missoula and if you want to make a big piece of 

easy money, come quickly. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins  Block, Missoula, Montana 

Phone 212 Red” The Daily Missoulian, January 22, 1913 

 

“Local Society   Complimenting Mrs. Harris. 

 

Mrs. W. H. Smead entertained a company of 20 young married ladies at her home on Eddy 

avenue yesterday afternoon in compliment to her daughter, Mrs. Oliver Harris. The ladies sewed, 

played cards and visited with happy informality. At tea time dainty refreshments were served by 

the hostess, assisted by Miss Dorothy Polleys. The guests were Mesdames Harris, Edgar Polleys, 

David Mason, Julius Derge, Hugh Forbis, Gilbert Reinhard, C. E. Simons, G. F. Reynolds, Frank 

Borg, Robert N. Thompson, A. N. Whitlock, J. J. Lucy, Abbon Lucy, James Bonner, Frank 

Bonner, E.H. Freeze, Fred Merrill, Hugh Sloane, George Weisel, John Tolan, Hugh Calusha, 

Gilbert Heyfron and Thomas Conlon.”  The Daily Missoulian, January 23, 1913 

 

“Trade Your Vacant Lots 

 

For a nice four-room modern house on street car line. 

 

We have for trade an almost new, modern four-room house on street car line that we will trade 

for vacant lots if well located. Call for particulars. 

 

W. H. Smead Company 

Phone 212 Red Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, March 2, 1913 

 

 

“Charles Hoyt Dies at the Coast  

Former Indian Commissioner and nephew of Grover Cleveland is Dead. 



 

Friends in Missoula have received news of the death on March 5 in Tacoma of Charles  Hoyt, his 

funeral being held in Tacoma yesterday by the Masons of that city. Mr. Hoyt is well known in 

Missoula and on the reservation, where he spent consider able time at intervals during the years 

1900 and 1905 in the capacity of member of the Flathead and Crow Indian commission.  He 

succeeded in negotiating a treaty with the Crows, but never was able to conclude a treaty with 

the Flathead Indians. Mr. Hoyt's mother had the honor of being mistress of the White House 

during the early part of the administration of her brother, Grover Cleveland, before his marriage 

with Frances Folsom.  Mr. Hoyt is survived by his wife, by his daughter, Mrs. Louis Demers of 

Arlee, and by his two sons, Horace and Will. His friend, W. H. Smead of this city, who was 

closely associated with him in the conduct of Indian affairs in Montana, speaks of Mr. Hoyt in 

terms of the highest esteem and admiration, and expresses keen regret for his death.” The Daily 

Missoulian, March 8, 1913, Morning, page 2 

 

“15 Acre Ranch 

For Trade 

This property is a part of the famous Bass ranch in the Bitter Root valley, one mile from railroad; 

rural delivery; school, quarter-mile. 
 

The property is highly improved, has a fine 6-room dwelling, two-story barn, roothouse and 

other out-buildings. Good water right. Small creek runs through property, Location beautiful and 

scenery grand. 

 

Property is clear of debt except $850, which may be paid or assumed by buyer. 

 

We will trade this property for town lots or improved property. 

Price, $4,000 

Call for particulars. 

W.H. Smead Co. 

Higgins Block  Missoula, Mont. 

Phone 212 Red. 
The Daily Missoulian, March 15, 1913 

 

“For Trade 

A good and well improved 5-acre tract for a desirable modern 5-room house.  

We Have All Kinds of Trades 

W. H. Smead Company   Higgins Block  Phone. 212 Red.  Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, 

March 22, 1913 

 

“At a Sacrifice 

Almost new 7-room modern house and 50 foot frontage on South Third street for sale at big 

sacrifice. This is absolutely the best bargain we have had on our books in a year. 

 

Price only $3,250, and $5,500 will handle. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins  Block 

Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont.”  The Daily Missoulian, March 31, 1913 

 



“The Western Coal company is now located in W. H. Smead’s office, in the Higgins Block.” The 

Daily Missoulian, April 18, 1913 

 

 

“15 Acres for Rent 

All fenced, but no other improvements. Good water right. Near electric line, $120 cash. Inquire 

Immediately.   W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block Phone 212 Red. Missoula, Mont. “The Daily 

Missoulian, May 7, 1913,  

 

“Automobile owners may obtain blank application for license by calling at my office .  W.H. 

Smead”   The Daily Missoulian, May 7, 1913, Morning, page 5. 

 

AUTOMOBILISTS WILL ENTERTAIN HIGH SCHOOL PEOPLE THIS MORNING. 

The automobile parade and ride for the hundreds of visiting high school pupils, principals and 

chaperones, which is planned to start at 10 this morning, will be the largest and best line of 

machines ever gotten together in the city. The committee has been very active, and the response 

from owners of machines has, been prompt and generous. But the committee has been unable to 

see many whom they should have interviewed. Any person who runs an automobile and who has 

not been seen is requested to come to the university at 10 o'clock this morning and assist  in 

showing the city to visitors. It is of the utmost importance that as many machines as can possibly 

be spared for this occasion should be in line, and be on time. Since the committee has given 

generously of its time and has been unable to see everyone, those who have not been seen should 

come forward in response to this request. 

 

All visitors are requested to be at the campus at 10 this morning. All automobilists are requested 

to be there at the same time. The machines will be loaded by Professor L. C. Plant in front of 

Craig hall. It is thought there will be enough automobiles on hand to carry every visitor. As fast 

as the cars are filled they will drive around the oval in front of the university and halt at the front 

gate. It is essential that this halt be made for it is planned to photograph the entire line and have 

something to use in advertising the city and the meet next year. 

 

If every man who has promised the use of his car will be or hand promptly, and if others who not 

been seen will join the procession, the parade will certainly be a big one. The number definitely 

promised will carry 300 people. Without doubt others will join. With the cars 50 feet apart, the 

line will be over a mile long. There will be no racing, the speed limit being set at 15 miles per 

hour. Each driver will keep his place in the line, and the procession will take the visitors to the 

fort and around the city, following the path finder car. This will be, driven by the president of the 

club, Major W. H. Smead.  Get in line.”  The Daily Missoulian, May 8, 1913 

 

“For Rent 

Three-acre, tract, garden and fruit land. Large bearing orchard. Five-room house, barn, chicken 

house. Water right. Three fourths mile from car line; $180 per year. The fruit alone will more 

than pay the rent. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block, Phone 212 Red, Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, May 16, 1913 

 

“For Sale Cheap  

Splendid 50-acre ranch immediately adjoining city, together with all livestock, implements and 



crops. Price and terms right.  Might consider good city property for first payment. Inquire or 

write. 

 

W. H. Smead Company 

Phone 212 Red 

Higgins Block, Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, May 22, 1913 

 

“Insure your auto.  W. H. Smead can give you cheap rates in a good company.” The Gazette Times 

(Heppner, Oregon) June 12, 1913 
 

“Stock Ranch 

For City Property. 

We have a 660-acre stock ranch 12 miles from Missoula, with large open range adjoining, that 

we will trade for city property or sell on easy terms. 

 

The stock ranch has about 140 acres of tillable land and goodwater right. A good opportunity for 

a man of small means.  . W.H. Smead Company Higgins Block  Phone 212. Missoula, Mont.” 

The Daily Missoulian, June 24, 1913 

 
 

For Rent 

Five-room furnished house spendidly located on South side.   

 

Also unfurnished houses in all parts of the city. 

W. H. Smead Company, Phone 212   Higgins Blk.  Missoula, Mont.”  The Daily Missoulian, June 28, 1913 

 
 

“At a Sacrifice 

27 lots-about 3 1/2 acres-in Park addition, and just outside of the one-mile circle. These lots lie 

nicely, have water right and over 100 bearing fruit trees. There is a six-room house, a barn, 

chicken house and well. 

 

It is a beautiful location for a suburban home. Garden, chickens and cow may be kept here. 

These lots should be worth close to $200 each, but we will sell at a sacrifice-$3,500 for all and 

give time on part. 

Call or write at once. 

W. H. Smead Company  

Phone 212 Higgins block 

Missoula, Montana”  The Daily Missoulian, July 3, 1913 

 

“Stock and Farming Ranch for City Property 

80 acres five miles from Arlee,on the Flathead.  Fenced with hog tight woven wire. Nearly all 

tillable and about 30 acres under cultivation, of which 20 acres is in potatoes. Fine spring, young 

orchard, good two-room house, barn, granary, chicken house, fine root cellar, plow, harrow, 

cultivator, new wagon and harness, buggy and single harness, fine span of mares with colts and 

yearling, turkeys, chickens, etc. 

 

Also 640 Acres of leased grazing land goes with this property. Also near-by open range. 



 

An ideal farming and stock ranch. Price of all the above property only $4,500 and on terms. 

While we prefer to sell for cash, we would accept a desirable piece of residence property in part 

payment.  W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block. Phone 212 Missoula, Montana.” The Daily 

Missoulian, July 7, 1913 

 

“Fifty Acres 

2½ miles from postoffice. 

Every foot good, tillable land, with good water right. Good improvements, house, barn, pump 

house, chicken houses, etc. All kinds of agricultural implements, tools, wagons, buggies, harness, 

etc.; 1 team horses, 2 fine milch cows, with heifer calves, 2 hogs, about 250 chickens, of which 

some 75 are thoroughbred Barred Rocks, including 11 prize-winners; 25 tons alfalfa in barn; all 

growing crops, which should be worth $1,500; 

household furniture, gasoline engine, feed grinder, etc. 

 

A Farm Which is Also A Suburban Home. Remember, only 21 miles from the heart of the 

growing city of Missoula and within a few years will be required for subdivision. We will sell 

this property at less than one-half the price of other lands of equal distance from city.  

 

Price, including all personal  property, only $14,000, on very easy terms. 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block. Phone 212. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, July 20, 1913 

 

 

“Wanted to Trade 

A 3-room house on the west side for a 5-room house and pay the difference.   Nothing over 

$1,600 will be considered.   

 

W. H. Smead company  Higgins Block   Missoula, Montana Phone 212” The Daily Missoulian, August 5, 

1913 

 

 

“Money to Loan  

On city or farm property 

3 to 5 years 

Apply at once 

W. H. Smead company  Higgins Block   Missoula, Montana Phone 212” The Daily Missoulian, August 18, 

1913 

 

“Wanted to Trade 

Will trade lots in Reservation towns for Missoula property.  W.H. Smead company.”  The Missoulian, 

Sunday Morning, September 14, 1913. 

 

“50 Acres Highly Improved Land 

Less than three miles from the heart of Missoula's business district and one-half mile front 

platted tracts. Good buildings, water right, horses, cows, chickens, turkeys, ducks, pigs, all kinds 

of farming implements and machinery. 

 

For a few days we will make a very low price on this property and would accept as part payment 

a choice piece of city-property. Prices and terms to persons who mean business will be given on 

application. 



W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block, Missoula, Mont. Phone 212.”  The Daily Missoulian, October 3, 1913 

 

“Twenty Acres near Hamilton 

East of river, with nice new buildings, water right, small stream through property and first-class 

soil; price $3,500; will accept Missoula residence property to the value of $2,000 in part 

payment, balance on time of 8 per cent.  W.H. Smead Company Higgins Block   Phone 212  

Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, October 13, 1913 

 

“We Will Trade 

120 acres on Flathead for Missoula property; land unimproved; good buy; five miles from 

Ronan. 

 

We will trade a good stock ranch close to Missoula, and take one-half payment in Missoula 

property. 

 

A fine ranch in the Bitter Root, east side, and take one-third in Missoula property. 

 

A fine ranch in the Gallatin valley, near railroad and all under cultivation, and take one-half in 

Missoula property. 

 

A good farm of 160 acres on Flathead; well improved for a good orchard home. 

 

Have you anything to trade? If so come in. 

W. H. Smead Co. 

Phone 212. Missoula, Mont.”  The Daily Missoulian, October 13, 1913 

 

“What Kind of a Deal Do You Want? 

 

We have a ranch for an orchard home. 

 

A good piece  of  Missoula residence property for a ranch. 

 

An orchard home for city property. 

 

80 acres on Flathead for city property. 

 

Stock ranch: part in trade, balance long time. 

 

A fine, modern residence for sale cheap. 

 

All kinds of deals. Call or write for particulars. 

 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins  Block, Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, November 1, 1913 

 

‘High Cost of Living 



 

in the city may be none away with and a good living and more instead may be made by going 

just outside on this fine, rich tract of 2% acres. 
 

Twenty full lots-an entire block - in Riverside addition; less than 1½ miles from Higgins avenue; 

the finest black loam soil; good water right; chicken houses for 400 chickens, all plastered and 

with runs; big barn; cement root cellar; and, best of all, a dandy seven room modern bungalow, 

complete in every detail; it is one of the prettiest homes in the entire city of Missoula; a fine 

lawn, cement walks, nice shade and beautiful vines and flowers; 90 bearing trees, of which 70 

are McIntosh trees; with little effort you can make your living here and have a delightful home, 

and still attend to your business in the city. We will sell this property at a big sacrifice, much less 

than actual value; $1,000 in cash will handle, balance easy; we might accept some good lots or a 

small house in part payment. Call or write for particulars. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block. 

Phone 212. Missoula, Mont. 
The Daily Missoulian, December 6, 1913, Morning, page 2 

 

                  
The Missoulian, Sunday Morning, August 2, 1914  The Ronan Pioneer, July 3, 1914  The Missoulian, Wednesday Morning, January 28, 1914. 
 

 

“For Trade in Riverside  

County, California 

A choice 80 acre tract of alfalfa and fruit land for Missoula  property.  Particulars on application. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block. 

Phone 212. Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, December 20, 1913 

 

“Real Estate Trades of All Kinds 

If you have any real estate you wish to dispose of, see us.  We can give you a trade. 

W.H. Smead Company  Higgins Block  Phone 212  Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, January 3, 1914, 

Morning 

 

“Wanted 

A good orchard Home in exchange for a good and well improved 160 acres on the Flathead.  The 

orchard home must be a good one and not over $5,000 in value. 

 

W.H. Smead  Higgins Block  Phone 212   Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, January 25, 1914, Morning 



 

“For Sale 

Some of the choicest building lots in Hammond addition. Prices very reasonable. 

W. H. Smead Co. 

Higgins Block. 

Phone 212. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, January 8, 1914, Morning 

 

“Hammond Addition Lots 

In choicest location at bottom prices and easy terms. 

W.H. Smead Company   Higgins Block  Phone 212  Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, January 13, 

1914, Morning 

 

“120 Acres on Flathead 

$25 Per Acre 

Good soil and all tillable; five miles from Ronan; this property is mortgaged for $1,200, long 

time, 8 per cent; we accept desirable Missoula property for the equity of $1,800; school land near 

this, and no better recently sold for $35 per acre.   

W.H. Smead Company   Higgins Block  Phone 212  Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, January 19, 

1914, Morning 

 
 

“High Cost of Living 

The remedy – own a suburban tract where the cost of living is easily cut in two.  We have one of 

the finest 10-acre tracts, with nice little bungalow, very best of soil, three-quarters of a mile from 

street car, that we can sell you for the cost of an average city home - $4.500.  Here your living 

expenses will be much less; in fact, the tract will much more than pay all your living expenses, 

you can continue your business in the city.  Not only will you make money, but the land will 

increase in value, and some day be worth $10,000.  This is the history of every growing city, Call 

for particulars .  Price $4,500.   

 

“Alfalfa  Hay 

Very choice at our ranch, adjoining old fair grounds; $13 per ton on ranch; $16 delivered in 

Missoula. W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block. Phone 212, Missoula, Montana.” The Daily 

Missoulian, February 8, 1914 
 

“Back to the Soil 

Very choice 50-acre farm; three miles from Higgins avenue; well improved and in high state of 

cultivation; will sell on easy terms or will accept good improved Missoula property in part 

payment. Call for particulars. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block. Phone 212. Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, 

February10, 1914 
 

“Home Free 

You simply pay us rent and we will sell you two fine lots in Hammond addition with little four-

room house; price $1,200, just the value of the lots, and in monthly payments. W. H. Smead 

Company  Higgins Block 

Phone 212. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, February 17, 1914 

 



“For Sale 

Several choice ranches on the Flathead at prices ranging from $20 to $50 per acre. On some of 

these ranches we can accept part payment in city property. W. H. Smead Company Higgins 

Block.  Phone 212, Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, February 19, 1914 

 
 

“Chicken Ranch  Right in the City.  Only five blocks from car line; 27 fine lots in Park addition; 

fair six-room house, good barn and chicken houses; good water right; lots of fine hearing fruit; 

nice shade and desirable home location; we will sell this for about one-half of its real value and 

on very easy terms. Price, $3,000.  W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block. Phone 212, Missoula, 

Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, March 4, 1914 

 

“For Rent – Ranches 

15 acres near car line, fenced but no buildings.  W, H. Smead Company.” The Daily Missoulian, March 9, 

1914 
 

“Mr. and Mrs. George Wilcox moved yesterday into their new home, which they recently 

purchased from Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Smead at 413 Eddy avenue.  Mrs. Smead is expecting to go 

soon to visit friends in Spokane and when he returns, she and Mr. Smead will establish 

themselves in a new home.” The Daily Missoulian, March 11, 1914 

 

“TWO NEW PETITIONS ARE FILED WITH CLERK 

JAMES NEWCOMB WOULD BE MAYOR AND EDWARD WOHLSCHLAGER 

COMMISSIONER. 

James Newcomb, a prominent local restaurant man, yesterday entered the city mayoralty race, 

and the list of prospective commissioners was 4 swelled by the addition of the name 1 of Edward 

P. Wohlschlager. In prospect there is but one more nominating petition, that of Cuthbert Peat 

commissioner during the first term 

following the adoption of the commission form of government. Mr. Peat, it is said, is to be a 

candidate for mayor. 

 

This is the last day for the filing of nominating petitions. At the present time five men have 

become mayoralty candidates and eight are in the race for the vacant comnmissionership. 

 

The candidates as they are now arrayed are: 

For Mayor. 

Frank Woody. 

Dr. E. C. Anderson. 

W. H. Smead. 

Andrew Getohell. 

James Newcomb. 

For Councilman. 

 

W. H. Smith. 

J. G. Ambrose. 

John H. Brechbill. 

T. A. Price. 



Charles Lindborg. 

Dale Hodson. 

J. B. Pigg. 

Edward Wohlschlager.”  The Daily Missoulian, March 12, 1914 

 

 

“Trade Your Vacant Lots 

For a four-room modern house on street car line, $1,200 equity. 

 

For a five-room modern brick, very fine, one block from street car; $1,400 equity. 

 

For a five-room modern cottage near Higgins avenue; two blocks from car; $1,200 equity. 

 

All of above on the south side. 

 

All kinds of trades, and good ones, too. Come in, tell us what you have to trade. 

 

We have a fine 40-acre tract with fine improvements on east side of Bitter Root for $3,500. Half 

cash. 

W. H. Smead Co. 

Higgins Block Missoula, Mont. 

Phone 212 Red” The Daily Missoulian, March 14, 1914 

 
 

“Strayed or Stolen 

On Monday on our ranch adjoining old fair grounds a work team.  One bald face sorrel, the other 

a bald face bay.  Both shod and had on head stalls.  Weight about 1,050 each.  Will pay for 

information leading to their recovery.   

W. H. Smead Company Phone 212  Higgins Block  Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, March 14, 1914 

 
 

“140 Acres Near Perma 

All fenced. Good house, barn, chicken house, etc., 90 acres under cultivation, 5 acres in alfalfa, 

small creek running through land Range nearby. One of the very best farms on Camas Prairie. 

$30 per acre on terms. W. H. Smead Company Phone 212. Higgins Block  Missoula, Mont.” The 

Daily Missoulian, March 19, 1914 

 

“Missoula Candidates 

Candidates for the office in Missoula under the commission form of government are as plentiful 

as under any old system and they are filing their petition quite rapidly.  So far the candidates for 

mayor are to declare themselves are Frank H. Woody, Jr., Dr. E. C. Anderson and W. H. Smead. 

For councilmen, J. G. Ambrose, W. H. Smith, T. A. Price, Charles Lindborg and John M. 

Breechbill.  The socialists have endorsed Andrew Getchell for mayor and Dale Hodson for 

councilman.  Of the candidates for mayor so far announced, the Pioneer would unhesitatingly 

endorse Major Smead if asked for an opinion on the subject.” The Ronan Pioneer, March 13, 1914 

 

A beautiful suburban home and a property that will increase rapidly in value. 

W. H. Smead Company Higgins Block. 

Phone 212. Missoula, Mont.”  The Daily Missoulian, March 22, 1914 



 

“50 Acres 

Three miles from Higgins avenue; fine, choice land; highly improved; Water right; 20 acres 

alfalfa; all kinds of tools and implements; hay, grain, horses, cattle, hogs (40 head), chickens 

(250), turkeys, etc.; complete in every respect-$13,500. On easy terms, or will accept good city 

property to the extent of one-half.” The Daily Missoulian, March 24, 1914 

 

 

“Socialists Win In Missoula 

 

In the city primary held in Missoula last Monday, the socialists secured two places on the city 

ticket to be voted for on April 6, in the annual city election. 

 

The two candidates who qualified in the finals are Andrew Getchell for mayor and Dale Hodson 

for commissioner. The other candidates will be Ronald Higgins for mayor and T. A. Price for 

commissioner. 

 

There were seven candidates for the mayoralty nomination, under the commission form of 

government and the primary system which provides the method of naming candidates, and nine 

candidates for commissioner. The vote in detail as to totals resulted 

as follows: 

 

E. C. Anderson, 227; Andrew Getchell, 738; Ronald Higgins, 381; J. O. Newcomb, 55; L. N. 

Simons, 46; W. H. Smead, 58; Frank Woody, 252. For commissioner: J. G. Ambrose, 63; J. M. 

Brechbill, 181; Dale Hodson, 662; Charles Lindborg, 13; J. B. Pigg, 21;  T. A, Price, 424; W. H. 

Smith, 296; F. T. Stoddard, 67: Edward Wohlschlager, 21. 

 

The two highest candidates for mayor and the two highest for commissioner in this primary 

make the race at the regular election, when the candidates for each office receiving the highest 

number of votes is elected. It looks like there might be a good show for the socialists to elect 

both their candidates, as it is said it will be impossible to reconcile the factional feeling in 

Missoula as represented by the opposition to the socialists.” The Ronan Pioneer, March 27, 1914 

 

“Hammond Addition Lots  

If you wish to build, we will furnish the lots on your own terms. Prices right. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block. Phone 212. Missoula, Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, March 31, 

1914 

 
 

“All Kinds of Real Estate Trades 

Come in if you have anything to trade.  We can do business for you.  W. H. Smead Company   

Higgins Block Phone 212   Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, April 16, 1914 

 

“Are You Going to Build? 

Is so, we have choice lots for sale in Hammond addition on your own terms. No down payment 

required.  W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block   Phone 212  Missoula, Montana.”  The Daily 

Missoulian, April 20, 1914 
 

“To Exchange 



A fine highly improved close in 10 acre orchard tract for city property.  W. H. Smead Company   

Higgins Block  Phone 212   Missoula, Mont.”  The Daily Missoulian, April 28, 1914 

 

“Stock Ranch on the Blackfoot 

Near Sunset, 156 acres; half tillable; fine water right; good buildings; horses, cattle, hogs, 

chickens, farming implements, etc.; all go with ranch. Crops fine. Price right, and might accept 

small piece Missoula property in part payment. 

W. H. Smead Company  Higgins Block. Phone 212. Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, June 27, 1914 

 

“Money to Loan 

Eight per cent on long term 

Good city or ranch property. 

W. H. Smead Company   Higgins Block  Phone 212   Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, July 2, 1914 

 

“For Rent 

Nearly new modern eight-room house on South Third street, 700 block; nice lawn, trees; full 

cement basement. Only $25.00 to the right tenant. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block  Phone 212  Missoula, Montana.”  The Daily Missoulian, July 14, 1914 

 

“20 Lots--A Full Block 

A new and beautiful modern seven-room bungalow-one of the prettiest and best built in 

Missoula; barn, chicken houses, etc.; all first class; fruit, flowers, shade, vines and shrubs, all in 

abundance; one of the most charming homes in Missoula; one and one-half miles from Higgins 

avenue; six blocks from car line; $5,500 on terms will buy it: a few choice lots on the south side 

might be considered as part payment. 

W. H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block. Phone 212. Missoula, Mont.”  The Daily Missoulian, July 20, 1914 

 

 

“Automobile Club Meeting. 

There will be a meeting of the Automobile club at the office of W. H. Smead on Thursday 

evening at 9 o'clock. Business of importance and election of officers. All members are urged to 

be present. 

W. H. Smead, President. 

O. G. England, Secretary” The Daily Missoulian, July 22, 1914 

 

“Richard A. Joy Joins Local Insurance Firm 

Richard A. Joy arrived in Missoula a few days since to become the head of the insurance 

department of the W. H. Smead company, vice W. L. Gassert. 

 

Mr. Joy is from San Francisco, where he was connected with the Niagara 'Insurance company. 

He is an experienced insurance man. He has already assumed charge of his new work and it is 

understood that he will become financially interested with Mr. Smead in the insurance part of the 

business. 

 

Mr. Joy pays Missoula a high compliment. He says he knows of no California city of the size of 

Missoula that compares with it in beautiful surroundings and in the splendid public 

improvements. 



 

Mr. Joy's family will join him here in October.”  The Daily Missoulian, August 25, 1914 

 

“Trades 

Land to trade. 

Orchard homes to trade. 

City homes to trade. 

City lots to trade. 

Call and see us. 

W.H. Smead Company 

Higgins Block  

Phone 212   Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, September 13, 1914, Morning, page 6 

 

“120 Acres to Trade 

We have 120 acres at Evaro, about 60 acres of which is tillable.  Balance timber.  Soil very rich 

and productive.  Small house and barn.  A fine chance for small dairy, hog and chicken ranch.  

Price $1,500 very easy terms, or we will accept good city property in exchange.   

W.H. Smead Company Phone 212.” The Daily Missoulian, September 26, 1914 

 

“Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Smead moved yesterday into the home of Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Price, on 

Keith avenue, which they expect to have as their residence during the absence of Mr. and Mrs. 

Price in California.”   The Daily Missoulian, September 27, 1914 

                          
The Missoulian, Monday Morning March 23, 1914     The Missoulian, Tuesday Morning, December 15, 1914 
 

 

“Nabbed for Speeding but Case is Dismissed 

W.H. Smead, who was hauled into police court yesterday upon complaint made by Officer Held, 

the motorcycle copper whose business it is to report speeding automobilists, was dismissed after 

his hearing yesterday afternoon.  Mr. Smead was not driving his car at the time of the arrest, 

although he told the court that he would assume all responsibility.  Mr. Smead said that his 

speedometer showed about 15 miles an hour when the officer gave chase, that he had an open 

road in front of him and that he did not consider this speeding, although it was above the eight-



mile limit fixed by a city ordinance which limit, Mr. Smead said, few of the big cars could meet 

except on the low gear.  Mr. Smead urged that he had always been an advocate of careful driving 

in town and that he did not consider that his arrest was justified under the conditions.”  The Daily 

Missoulian, Wednesday Morning, July 4, 1914. 

 

“Money to Loan at 8 per cent 

On city or farm property. No delay.  Call or address.  W. H. Smead Company. Higgins Block. 

Phone 212   Missoula, Mont.” The Daily Missoulian, Sunday Morning, September 9, 1914. 

 

“Mrs. O.C. Clark is expected to arrive in Missoula Saturday from her home in St. Paul.  She will 

visit in the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Smead and with others of her many friends here.  Mr. 

Clark, her husband, was the first pastor of the Congregational church of this city.” The Daily 

Missoulian, September 4, 1914, Morning, page 2 

 

“Twice A Day Classified Ads 

10 Acres near Hamilton to Exchange for City Home.  

All tillable, fine water right, new and good buildings, on main road, telephone, etc.  2 miles north 

of Hamilton.  Price, $2,500.  Will except in exchange desirable city property.  W. H. Smead 

Company    Phone 212”  The Daily Missoulian, Sunday Morning, October 11, 1914. 

 

“Dr. Noble Is Dead. 

A message has been received by Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Smead telling of the death of Dr. Charles 

G. Noble last week at his home in San Francisco.  Dr. Noble was a brother of Mrs. Smead and of 

Mrs. Lamont. He lived formerly at Dillon, where he practiced dentistry. He was known and 

esteemed by many friends in Montana.” The Daily Missoulian, Sunday Morning, October 14, 1914. 

 

 

Are you agoing to build? 

We have for sale at a sacrifice one of the very best and choicest building sites in in the best 

residence district of Missoula.  

W. H. Smead Company Phone 212.” The Daily Missoulian, Sunday Morning, October 23, 1914. 

 

 

“Fine New Modern 7-Room  bungalow, nicely furnished. Stable, chicken houses, etc., 1 mile 

west of Higgins avenue. Will rent for winter very cheaply to right party. W. H. Smead company” 
The Daily Missoulian, Thursday Morning, November 1, 1914. 

 

“Two 160-Acre Homesteads 

 

On the Flathead, open for homestead entry under government project and water now ready for 

use. 

inquire if interested. 

W. H. Smead Co. Phone 212.” The Daily Missoulian, Thursday Morning, November 1, 1914. 

 
 

“Twice-a-Day Classified Ads – Carry Your Message Morning and Evening 

Wanted 8 per cent money. 

We have applications for several good real estate loans, farm and city property.  If you have idle 

money we can net you 8 per cent on good security. W.H. Smead Company  Phone 212.” 
The Daily Missoulian, Thursday Morning, November 19, 1914. 



 

“Wanted 

$2,500.00 at 8 per cent for choice improved farm land.  Good buildings and first-class water 

right.  W.H. Smead Co.  Phone 212,”  The Daily Missoulian, Thursday Morning, December 18, 1914. 

 

In 1915 architect Ole Bakke designed and built the W. H. Smead Bungalow a residence on 225 

University Avenue, Montana State University in Missoula.  http://arc.lib.montana.edu/architect/item/3024 

 

“Trade! Trade! 

If you wish to trade your ranch for 5 and 10 acre orchard tracts adjoining Missoula, or for 

residence or town lots, we invite correspondence.  We have some very desirable propositions.” 

 

Also town lots in Ronan for trade.   Money to loan on land not under the irrigation system. 

 

W. H. Smead Company 

Missoula, Montana”  The Ronan Pioneer, March 5, 1915 

 

“Dan McQuarrie and W. H. Smead have filed their notices of intention of becoming candidates 

for the legislature on the republican ticket.” The Ronan Pioneer, August 11, 1916 

 

“For Representative 

W. H. Smead of Missoula, is a candidate for the nomination on the republican ticket for one of 

the five representatives in the legislature from Missoula county.  Mr. Smead is well known all 

over the county and has considerable interests in Ronan and along the lake.  He has served in the 

legislature before and respectfully solicits the support of the voters at this time.  – paid adv.” The 

Ronan Pioneer, August 18, 1916 



    
The Ronan Pioneer, August 25, 1916 

 

 

“W.H. Smead was in Ronan Saturday from Missoula on business connected with the auction sale 

of lots in the Smead addition.” The Ronan Pioneer November 16, 1917 

 

The Ronan Pioneer, December 21, 1917: 

“Money to Loan On Patented Lands at Lower Rates.  No Commission charges.  Prompt Service. 

Write Us.   

W.H. Smead Company  

Missoula, Montana.” 

 

“Local News Items 

Major W.H. Smead of Missoula, was a business visitor in Ronan Wednesday.” The Ronan Pioneer, 

October 12, 1917. 

 



 
 

 
From Duzzie Glover  
 

“Canyon.  D. B. Myers visited W. H. Smead at Boise on Sunday.” The Caldwell Tribune, October 10, 1919 

 

 

“William Kammeyer moved last week to his new home recently purchased from W.H. Smead.  

Four of their children started to school on Monday.”  The Caldwell Tribune, Friday, November21, 1919. 

 

By 1920, Smead and Billy Simons who had become president of the Northwest Theatre 

Company in Missoula, they ran the theater together. 

 

 



“In 1922 the Northwest Theatre Company in Missoula, Montana, had three major holdings, the 

Empress Theatre, the Liberty Theatre, and the Wilma Theatre. These enterprises were located in 

downtown Missoula with the Empress at 210 N. Higgins, the Liberty at 211 E. Main, and the 

Wilma in the Smead-Simons Building at 127 S. Higgins. According to advertisements in the 

1922 Missoulian newspaper, these theaters generally showed movies. In 1920 W.H. Smead and 

W.A. Simons commissioned the architectural drawings for the most impressive of these 

buildings, the Wilma Theatre. Simons and Smead were probably the major partners in the 

Northwest Theatre Company at this time.” 
http://socialarchive.iath.virginia.edu:8080/xtf/view?docId=nwda/nwda2/NWDA.UMMMMML_MTGMss323.c.xml; 

http://nwda.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv55905 (Guide to the Northwest Theatre Company Ledger  

1922) 

 

 

“Built by Charles Harnois on Main Street in 1909 as the city’s premier opera house, presenting 

light opera and vaudeville acts, the opening show was on February 25, 1909, “Brewster’s 

Millions”. In 1914, Harnois sold the theater, which was renamed the Missoula Theater. By 1922, 

the theater had been acquired by the Northwest Theater Company, and the name was again 

changed, to the Liberty Theater. 

By this time, it had become a motion picture theater. In the late-1920’s, it was part of the 

Hanson-Simons chain. In the early-1930’s, the Liberty Theater, along with the Rialto Theater 

and Wilma Theater, were part of the Fox Theaters chain. By the early-1940’s, the theater had 

closed. 

It was operating as the Liberty Bowling Center by 1943 (the name changed to Liberty Lanes by 

the mid-1950’s). The building was demolished around the mid-1960’s after the Liberty Lanes 

moved to a new location. The site of the theater became a parking lot.”  Contributed by Bryan Krefft 

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/40046 

 

“The University area of Missoula, lots were promoted by Smead, now a real estate developer, 

http://socialarchive.iath.virginia.edu:8080/xtf/view?docId=nwda/nwda2/NWDA.UMMMMML_MTGMss323.c.xml
http://nwda.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv55905
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/40046/photos


and he invested heavily in the University District.  “He was also a land developer with great 

foresight, and a history that stretches far beyond the district into national politics.  A Republican, 

army lieutenant and state senator, Smead took charge of the Flathead Reservation in 1897, as the 

federal Indian Agent.  Intolerable of Indian customs and especially those having to do with the 

utilization of land, he was disliked among many of the Salish-Kootenai people.  Believing that 

the Native American lands could be better utilized by whites than the Indians themselves, he 

drafted legislation to open the Flathead Reservation to non-Indians. With the help of Senator 

Dixon and other federal lawmakers, the Flathead Reservation soon opened to homesteading.  

Smead and his land company played a vital role in placing homesteaders on prime property in 

Indian country.  He was, however, eventually replace as Agent after the Salish-Kootenai accused 

him of taking money for leasing Indian lands, peddling liquor, and selling the tribe’s cattle to 

local business interests.  Smead soon opened up a real estate company with Elmer Hershey, the 

former receiver of the Missoula land office and continued promoting homesteading of Indian 

lands.  During this time, he used his real estate expertise to begin buying, selling and developing 

the Hammond Additions in the University area.  Smead, well known for promoting Missoula and 

Western Montana as the “Garden of Eden” for homesteaders, was responsible for much of the 

area’s growth as he promoted its glories through politics, publications and national 

advertisements.”  http://pdfhost.focus.nps.gov/docs/NRHP/Text/00001523.pdf 

 
[Joseph Moore Dixon (1867-1934)  

 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the 9
th

 Circuit  1925,  pages 209, 358, 311: 

A suit. Northwest Theatres Company, a corporation, Henry Turner, J.H. Toole, H. T. Forbis, 

M.S. McCullough and G.T. McCullough, Plaintiffs in Error,  

vs.Walter H. Hanson, Defendant in Error. Transcript of Record. 

 
In the District Court of the United States, in and for the District of Montana, Missoula Division. 

The complaint can be found on page 2 and it goes on and on for pages! 

“Testimony of W.H. Smead, for plaintiff. 

Whereupon W.H. Smead, a witness called and sworn on behalf of the plaintiff, testified as 

follows: [165—109] 

Direct Examination by Mr. Gray. 

My name is W. H. Smead. I reside at Missoula, Montana. I am in the lumber business. I am a 

director of the Northwest Theatres Company. Sometime during the year 1923 I examined the 

minute-book of that company. I had copies made of the minutes of certain meetings. I examined 

those at the time, and examined the copies to see if they were accurate. This paper which you 

hand me, or this book, is a copy of those minutes which I had prepared at that time, of that 

minute book. 



Mr. Gray — Well, I don't think this will be necessary. I have found those missing minutes, Mr. 

Toole, in the back of the book. I would like to withdraw Major Smead and ask Mr. Toole to 

resume the stand, please. 

Witness excused.” 

358 Northwest Theatres Company et al. vs. Walter H. Hanson. 

Testimony of W.H. Smead, for plaintiff (Recalled in rebuttal). 

 

Whereupon W.H. Smead, recalled as a witness for and on behalf of the plaintiff, having been 

previously sworn, testified in rebuttal as follows: 

Direct Examination by Mr. Gray. 

My name is W. H. Smead, I reside in Missoula,Montana, and I am in the lumber business. I was 

president of the Smead-Simons Building Corporation during the year 1921. I was interested in 

the Northwest Theatres Company ; Mr. Simons and myself were the heaviest stockholders. We 

were partners and equally interested. [278—222]  His interests and mine aggregated about  

69,000.00; $64,000.00 worth. In other words, about one-half;  nearly one-half.  I am familiar 

with the condition of the Smead-Simons Building in the spring of 1921. At that time it was under 

construction. We had executed this first mortgage to the Minneapolis Trust Company. We 

practically exhausted all of the money from the first loan; the building cost us in excess of the 

estimates on it, and that is how we were short. The building company did not have money to 

complete it. I recall Mr. Dorsey coming to Missoula sometime in April, 1921. I recall the 

contracts that were made during his visit; the second mortgage was executed for $150,000.00, 

and the contract of April 29th between the Northwest Theatres Company and the Minneapolis 

which is also a consent of the Smead-Simons Company. During that time we had conferences 

with Mr. Dorsey or the representatives of the Trust Company and the other parties leading up to 

these contracts. They were held in Mr. Murphy's and Mr. Whitlock's office, and perhaps Mr. 

Wayne's office, which immediately adjoins and opens into the Murphy and Whitlock office. My 

understanding of the agreement between the parties leading up to these contracts was that in 

order to secure the additional loan, we were required to put up collateral security in addition to 

the building, and also the theater company were asked. I mean by "We," the Smead-Simons 

Building Corporation, and Mr. Simons and myself personally, had to put up this additional 

collateral security, and that we had to turn over possession to the representatives of the 

Minneapolis Trust Company to manage it, and the Minneapolis Trust Company was to use 

these funds that we provided, for the completion of the building. That is, the funds provided by 

the second mortgage. Mr. Toole and Mr. Forbis had raised the question to Mr. Pope of the 

priority of the Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) and advanced rent which they had made 

over the first mortgage. That matter came up in the discussions that we had in the office there, 

[279—223] and Mr. Root and Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Forbis and Mr. Toole were together a great 

deal, and I learned eventually that they were discussing and negotiating on this question of the 

priority of their claim  over the first mortgage, and we were advised that the Minneapolis Trust 

Company would not loan any money to us on the second mortgage unless there was some 

definite conclusion as to their lease being subordinate to the first mortgage. I say that I learned 

that. I was present on the last day when the contracts were finally signed. I had an understanding 



as to what would happen to the Theatres Company lease in the event of foreclosure. That 

understanding was, in case that the property was foreclosed and we were unable to redeem it, 

that  we not only lost the property, the Smead-Simons Building Corporation, but we lost the 

theatre building as well, and the lease as well; the whole thing. After the contract was prepared, I 

presented it to Mr. Wayne for examination. When we conferred with Mr. Wayne, it is my 

recollection that Mr. Simons and I and Mr. Wayne conferred together. He examined the contract 

himself. The advice we received from him in respect to it was, as I have stated, that it was 

probably the best we could do, would be to get this money, complete the building, and attempt to 

pay off the indebtedness as provided in the second mortgage. I think we did have discussions 

with Mr. Wayne as to the effect of the foreclosure. We discussed, as I recall it, every point. I 

have read this contract of April 29
th

 since that time. I regard it as expressing this understanding 

that we had in these negotiations. That expressed what we understood. 

 

Cross-examination by Mr. Sanner. 

We understood the contract just as I have stated.  It expresses what we agreed upon; it did to us; 

it expressed what we understood the agreement was. As to its expressing all that we agreed upon, 

there was no side agreements; no verbal agreements, or anything of that kind. It is my 

understanding that [280—224] there were no understandings at all that are not in that agreement. 

It is my understanding that the agreement purported to tell the status of this mortgage and what 

would happen in the case of a foreclosure. It is my present recollection that the agreement now 

expresses all that we agreed to. That is what we agreed to, was the agreement. That covers the 

whole agreement, as I recall it. I said, aside from this, that Mr. Simons and I, or the Smead-

Simons concern agreed to put up some additional security, and we did do it. I said, among other 

things, we were required to surrender the building. The Minneapolis Trust Company took 

possession of it, and completed the construction and operated the building for the Minneapolis 

Trust Company from that time on. Between us we put up our theatre stock and a lot of real 

estate. None of that was foreclosed, and we did not lose any of that; it was all returned to us. We 

had conferences with Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Murphy at which Mr. Pope, Mr. Forbis, Mr. Toole, 

and the members of the other faction in the Northwest Theatres Company were present. Those 

conferences were in Mr. Murphy's office. I could not enumerate the days; it was one of those 

days just proceeding the signing up of these agreements. I could not say how long before the 

signing of the agreements it was, but as I could recall, it was within a day or so, or three days. I 

recall Mr. Pope being present once. There was some discussion at the time Mr. Pope, Mr. Forbis 

and Mr. Toole were present, in connection with this Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) 

advanced payments. I could not answer you as to what was said by Mr. Pope at that time, nor as 

to what was said by Mr. Toole.  It was just a general discussion; I could not say just what was 

said about it. It was a general discussion regarding that, as well as the other features, regarding 

the proposed loan. I could not say as to what I said in the matter. I took part in the general 

discussion. I could not give you the general phases; the position of any one of these persons 

this time. I have not obtained most of my views in connection with this contract from Mr. 

Wayne. I have views of my own. I am [281—225] not interested in nor opposed to Mr. Hanson's 

prevailing in this suit ; only a friendly interest is all.  Witness excused.” 

 

In 1930 at the age 68 years old he lived in Island Park, Fremont County, Idaho. 

 



“Mr. Smead, of the Smead Lumber Co. of Ashton, was a business visitor in Rexburg Wednesday 

at the Howe Lumber Co.”  The Rexburg Standard, September 5, 1935 

 

By 1936 

He moved to Rexburg, the county seat of Madison county of Idaho.  

 

A newcomer to the lumber business in Rexburg in October, 1936, was the W. H. Smead family, 

who Established a mill. Operating under the name of the Montana and Idaho Lumber Company, 

they located their mill on the north side of the town near the Teton River. It was a father and son 

operation with W. H. Smead Sr. and William Burton Smead as the owners and managers. They 

had previously conducted a lumber business in the Ashton vicinity.  

 

They purchased timber from the Gallatin, Bridger, and Targhee National Forests, and by 

contract, cut, logged, and transported the lumber to the mill site. The railroad was used in the 

early years but it soon proved to be too costly in comparison with truck hauling. The company 

milled lumber part of the year from April to November. The average daily output of lumber was 

between thirty to forty thousand board feet. The plant employed about twenty-five persons.  

 

This mill retailed virtually all of its products to the local market and also sold building materials 

and supplies. Firewood from the sawmill operation was made available to the public at a small 

price.  

 

Upon the death of W. H. Smead in June, 1948, Mr. David L. DaBell of Rexburg purchased into 

the company to run it. On December 15, 1955, the Smeads sold their ownership to David L. 

DaBell, Weldon Steiner, and Archie Jensen. The intent of the sellers was to keep the company 

locally owned. The purchasers subsequently defaulted the completion of the terms of the contract 

of sale and the properties were returned to the Smeads. They made every possible effort to 

salvage the business with the support of many local people, but the lack of finances and trying 

conditions prevented restoration of a sound business operation. In the fall of 1967, the mill 

closed. It was reopened when it was sold to the newly organized Rexburg Lumber Company. 

This corporation received all assets of the previous owner on January 8, 1968.”  
Pioneering the Snake River Fork Country by Louis J. Clements and Harold S. Forbush with Foreword by Dr. Merrill D. Beal, Eastern Idaho 

Publishing Company, Rexburg, Idaho, 1972. http://archive.org/stream/pioneeringsnaker00clem/pioneeringsnaker00clem_djvu.txt 

 

“Mr. and Mrs. Burton Smead, of Ashton, have moved to Rexburg and are residing at the Stowell 

apartmeats on Center St.  Mr. Smead is affiliated with the Montana-Idaho Lumber Mill under 

construction here.”  The Rexburg Standard, July 29, 1937 

 

He died in Rexburg, Madison County, Idaho. http://death-records.mooseroots.com/d/n/Wiliam-Smead 

Death certificate number State of Idaho 002263 

http://archive.org/stream/pioneeringsnaker00clem/pioneeringsnaker00clem_djvu.txt


 

 



 

Images of America - Rexburg by Lowell J. and Mardi J. Parkinson, page 50, 2014, Arcadia Publishing Company 
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WILLIAM BURTON SMEAD  

 

Written by Mary Ann Beck, a niece.  

 

William Burton Smead was born May 26, 1891, at Dillon, Montana, to William Henry Smead 

and Antoinette Carmichael . He came from a family of two. He had one older sister. William  

Burton Smead met his wife Mada when she was working as a secretary for the Montana/Idaho 

Lumber Company. Not knowing for sure about this gentleman she decided to move to Salt Lake 

City, Utah, to work in 1943.  She obtained a job at Fort Douglas during World War II.  
 

Burton Smead decided that he could not live without Mada and would go down to Salt Lake 

every weekend to see her. As there love and relationship grew, they were soon married 

September 4, 1943, in Salt Lake City. They moved back to Rexburg to live the rest of their lives.  

 

Burton had served in World War I . He had attended the University of Montana and received a 

Engineering degree but decided to work with his family's business, the Montana/Idaho  



Lumber Company. Mada once again did secretarial work there to help along. They lived in an 

apartment above what is now Porters Book Store in Rexburg.  

 

This is where they were living when their first child, Konra, was born on July 20, 1944. Burton 

being 24 years older than Mada didn't know what to expect of a baby. They thought that 

something was wrong with her because she drooled so much not knowing that some babies just 

do. However, she grew up to be  just fine.  

 

They decided to move closer to the saw mill, so they found a place in which to settle. Soon come 

along their second child a son, William Henry Smead born June 28, 1946. Since the family had 

grown, Burton and Mada built their first home in 1948 on Center Street across from where the 

Library is now. Burton was a engineer and had designed the home for them. Konra and William  

(or better known as Billy) spent most of their childhood there and have many fond memories of 

this place.  

 

Burton and Mada enjoyed traveling to the coast on business trips. They would often go to 

Tennessee and other places. They would take Konra and Billy with them, but hire a nanny to 

help watch them, so they could enjoy the evenings together. Winter was a special time of year 

and a trip was always made to Sun Valley to enjoy the winter scenery.  

 

Much to their surprise, seven years later Mada got pregnant with their third child. She was now 

37 years old and Burton was 63, they were not quite sure about this. However, Robert Burton  

Smead (also know as Bobby) was born on July 22, 1953.  

 

As the years went on they had moved to several homes around town. Burton and Mada were very 

good to their three children, by giving them things they always wanted.  

 

They were good to the Rexburg community. They helped donate towards the Ricks College 

football field and library.  

 

With Konra and Billy already grown up and moved out, Mada and Burton would take Bob to 

Salt Lake and stay at the Hotel Utah. They enjoyed going to temple square. To this date his  

temple work has not been done .  

 

Uncle Burton Smead died June 4, 1971, in Salt Lake City of old age. He was buried in the 

Rexburg Cemetery.  

 

The first memory of Uncle Burton was him tipping his hat whenever he greeted anyone. He was 

a gentleman and very hospitable. Uncle Burton became a father at the age of 53 years and loved 

every minute of it.  

 

In 194 6 Rowena got married. My Aunt Mada gave her a shower in her home. They told a 

teenage cousin to get lost. So Carl, Konra and I went with him for a walk down to the mill. We 

toured office and yard area. As we were walking out of one room, this cousin let everyone out 

but me, then locked the door. So I could not go with them. I cried and Uncle Burton came and let 

me out.  



I had to walk to my Aunt Madams home all by myself. It was a block away and I was about §^^ 

years old.  

 

Burton was good to my Grandparents, the Gottlieb Webers. They looked forward every Saturday 

to go to the beautiful white home on the corner of North First Center to take their weekly bath. 

Because the country had no modern water works.  

 

In the late 40s and early 50s Grandpa built a home next to Aunt Mada and Uncle Burton. At 

Christmas time I remember we would get a fruit basket with candy and nuts from them. It came  

from California or Arizona. Konra, Bill and I would play together in summer. We would ride our 

bikes over to Aunt Amelia and Uncle Henry. Aunt Mada and Uncle Burton would travel to Salt  

Lake City to visit his parents graves on Memorial Day each year.  

 

Because there was no nursing home convenient, Burton and Mada took in Grandpa Weber. 

Grandma Weber had passed away in  December 1954. He was lonely and his health was going 

down hill. He passed away two years later in their home in August 1957.” 
http://archive.org/stream/beck02maryannbeck/beck02maryannbeck_djvu.txt,  My Personal History -  The life history of Mary Ann Beck.  

 

http://archive.org/stream/beck02maryannbeck/beck02maryannbeck_djvu.txt

