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Capt. William Martin

b. 03 May 1822 Hampshire County, West Virginia [headstone says 05 May 1822]
d. 25 Jun 1899 Siskiyou County, California

buried Olney Cemetery, Pendleton, Umatilla County, Oregon

m. ¢1870 California

Marcella White

b. 25 Aug 1832 Kinderhook, New York

d. 17 Jan 1917 Pendleton, Umatilla County, Oregon

buried Olney Cemetery, Pendleton, Umatilla County, Oregon

1860: Humbug, Siskiyou County, California, July 23, 1860; Henry Johnsta (??), 28, Hancock;
William Martin, 37, miner, $1000, VA



1869: Alameda County, California, Voters Registration, William Martin, 47

1870: Granite, Grant County, Oregon, July 7, 1870; William Martin, 48, miner, $0 $100, VA;
Marcella, 37, keeping house, NY; George White, 17, miner, NY

1880: Alto, Umatilla County, Oregon, June 22 & 23, 1880; William Martin, 58, farmer, VA VA
VA; Marcella, 48, wife, keeping house, NY Ire Ire

Judgo Martiin,

Among the pioncers of Umalilla county
{8 Judge Martin, onc of the most widely
known men in  the state. Judge,
or ag he [4 more penerally known,
Captuin Willamn Martin, Is . veteran of
the Cayuse war of 1648, Iie mined in Cal-
ifornia In 1849, 1'rom early ycars he has
taken an actlve part in Oregon poliles,
belng the firkt sheriff of Champoeg (now
Marion) ecounty. In 1571 he wuettled n
Uimatllla  countly, holding the offico of
sherlff from 1350 untll 1556, In )$87 he was

Jadge Mariin,

elected mayvor of Dendinton, and the fol-
lowing year county Judge, which office he
still hokly, Captuin Martin f8 an earnost
republlenn and stalwart bellever In its tar-
iff, currency and other princlpley,

Y .

[Morning Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Saturday, January 1, 1898 p. 36]



n[ATll 0F JUDGE: MARTIN
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ﬂ,,,wom IN THE EBARLY EIs-
L Tomy OF OREGON, x

"'M.‘ Sherift of Qid Champoes
m-ty Over Halt . cn.
tury .l-o. L

| om—

,mmoﬂ, or.,. Juno 8.- — County
Jl“' william umm. dled at 9:30 this
- géﬂlﬂ‘ He was elected county judge

'and, had he llved until next year,
. 'oul‘ Nave served 13 years in that office.
o had had been sherift of this county thres
"ﬁ'"' sheriff of Slskiyou county, Califor-
.| snd ‘mayor of Pendleton. He was
: g the early pioneers, and had, be-
-‘“,. m. title of judge, that of captain,
r -earned ‘'in . the Indlan. wars,
M“ ua.run was 77 years old, and had
dﬂ” had good .health .up -to: June .15,
'.., lul!ond from an upoploetlo

ﬂ*l.
‘APnilin iovam = --ll--- ~d 'I_'---_
¢ MArtin‘' wWas & native of Hamp-
;II!O county, ' Virginia" (now  West Vir-
- fisia),. and was born-in May, 13218, When
4y yeays. old, in 1841, - he removed to BSt.
 (laly county, Mlllaourl. Two_years later,

iotis in the acoounts: glven by Dr.
‘Mirens ‘Whitman. of the wonders of the
)(oglh Pacifio coast and the danger that
4 might wreat it from this coun-

Wi ‘Martin joined the YWaldo train, and
“¢ame; aoross the plains. As In the cuse
ol ‘all‘ ploneers of. q:on ‘days, the train
‘w..which: he came. over the plains was
wnmmd by ' dsngers from .Indians,
“the -march agrosa: the continent was
ﬁ* miiftary form, -with . conatant watoh-
- fuiness_ on the part of the cavalcade.
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e train arrived in Oregon In Decem-
thes; " The maljority of the people

bot, . 2
eomprising it went to the west: and lo-

when . Judge Martin passed down the

“yalley ‘of the Umatilila river, there was

,mothing. of Pendleton, now a city of more

-ihah 5000 inhabitants. As he looked at '
“tlie_apphrently barren lands of this re-

.glon-he and his companions little thought
{hat years later he and others In the
tiain would. return.here to muke thelr
and withess the development of
‘this pection into one of tho most marvel-

gransiries of the . world, Martin’

-\
"erossed - the - Umat{lla river: at the ford

:whefe now. stands the city of Pondleton,

s AP ETWE w, Em ww - — -

“~In 1844, having made himselt quickly a
- part -of " the .pew .country fnto whioh ho
had come, hé was elected sheriff of Cham-

" poeg. county. Tim wan one of the early

political wuhdivinions.of thé state, embrac-
jng all that part-of the Willametto valley

. on_.the east side of the river, from the
. Molills on the north to the summit of the
" Callapooiss’ on ' the msouth; or, all of what
- .- now ‘comprised within -tho countles of
. Marlon and Linn; s part of Clackumas and

olI' of Lane:esit of 'the Wijiamette,
TAt the-conclusion of his term of office,

. in 1848, the Cayuse Indians in, this section
.. were on the warpath, and volunteers were

. oalied - for. : It .was from ‘purely. patriotic
.motives . Martin tesponded, for the war

. "was not ‘menacing the region in which his

“ Interests were. Martin' was elected cap-

“eated on the ‘Waldo' hills, east of Salem.

. faln of one’of the companies, and its serv-

‘s’ wa# for more .than nine months. The
cdmpaity scouted:all -over the big country

. between the Columbia river:and. the Blue’
.. mountains; ffom The Dalles to Bpokane,



¥n 1840, when every one was wlld over
dn -vich gold discoveries in California,
llnrtln went down into that state as far
. ap-Shasta county; .but soon .vreturhed .to
.Oregon, .going ‘agnin to California; how-
~ever, in 1851, and taking up -his residénce
Jn Shklyou eounty, with his’ home In
Yreka, In mo. ‘he.was ‘elected sheriff of
‘{he. county, and, at the expiration of the
- term, in' 1863, came back to Oregor, Passing
by the then fairly well settled Willamette
" “valley, hé came on to Bustern Oregon,
‘which was new and In need of sturdy plo-
+~neors, to mnke It over from the nalural
wildness of that period.. Mattin sottied in
" the Granite ‘creek mining dlltrlct. which

L T l_ ﬂ—-- -A--..l._ -_‘ - a —— -

ll now in Gun-t county. ‘and was lhen at-
tractlu a rush of miners alniost as great
‘as-that Which -'went into California in 1849,
The old neh called the J. B, Despalin
ranch, . pe.,.creck, a . tributary ot
. Camay omk, ‘50 imiles louth ‘of ‘Pendleton,
" was'. taken \up by Judge Harun in. 1874,
-and’ &t that. time. there was not ia kattler
-within ‘'many - miles of him, for he was
‘- the-ploneer settler of the Camas praicie,
_which now s a.veritable garden spot, with
mh dairying and livestock: intereats, '

In 1880 he was elected sherift of Umatilla
eounty. although he wap a stanch repub-
. loan; and thé county was then a rock-
.ribbed stronghold .of democracy. .He was
" re-qlected. in 1883 and 1884. In tha fall of
. 1884 he .was chosen -as mayor of Pendleton,
and in uu was elected judge of Umaulla
_eounty, . - o _

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Monday, June 26, 1899 p.3]



CAPT. W2 MARTIMN,

PENDLETOM, DR
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CAPT. WILLIAM MARTIN.— Captain Mar-
tin, of the first real immigration, that of 1843, is
still living in a hale age at Pendleton, Oregon. He
was born in West Virginia in 1822, and came west
to Missouri in 1841. In 1843 he joined a company
coming to Oregon, being intimately associated with
Daniel Waldo. Reaching Oregon after the vicis-
situdes of that eventful march, he took up a claim
at Howell’'s Prairie, working for Waldo at ten
dollars per month, although wages were sixty dol-
lars. But the former figure was his pre-agreement
with Waldo; and he would not dishonor it. In
1848 he enlisted in a company of a hundred and
fifty men that went to the Walla Walla to punish
the Cayuses for the murder of Doctor Whitman,



After the Indians were defeated at Sand Hollow, he
was left in charge at Waiilatpu to protect the immi-
grants coming through, remaining there nine months.

In 1849 he went to California, and, although suc-
cessful in digging gold, found that his rifle, with
which he was an excellent shot, was nearly as
profitable as a gold mine. There was a good mar-
ket for venison at seventy-five cents per pound; and
in three weeks he secured and disposed of eleven
hundred dollars’ worth. Provisions in general were
worth three dollars per pound. This was on Trinity
river. In 1850 he began the business of buying
catfle in Oregon, and driving them to Yreka and
other Northern California towns, and mining during
the interims. ‘This he continued until 1862, when
he was lured away to Idaho by the great reports of
gold discoveries at Florence. He was stopped mid-
way, however, by discovering gold on the John Day
river, and there remained thirteen years, still retain-
ing an interest in quartz mining at that point.

After ranching at Camas Prairie, and raising
sheep and cattle on Stewart creek, he moved to
Pendleton in 1880, making that his home since.
He has seen the most of the growth of the place.
Mr. Martin has been justly honored with official
trusts. He was sheriff of old Champoeg county,
now Marion, etc., in 1846. In California he was
sheriff of Siskiyou county for two years. In 1880
he was elected sheriff of Umatilla county by a
majority of a hundred“and twenty-two. He ran on
the Republican ticket; and the county was strongly
Democratic on a strictly party vote. He was
re-elected in 1882, and again in 1884, but declined
to run in 1886. He was elected, however, mayor
of Pendleton in that year. In 1888 he was suc-
cessful as candidate for county judge.

He found his wife in Siskiyou county, California,
and has lived with her a happy life. A man of
whom the state is proud, whom we cannot help
liking, and who has borne the burden and heat of
the day in every toil, and in exposure to the ele-
ments, and who has battled with the Indians;—such
is Captain Martin.

[History of the Pacific Northwest: Oregon and Washington Vol II p. 441-2; photo Vol I p. 84a]



HOMN. WILLIAM MARTIN,
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[Republican League Register p. 261]

MARTIN, HON, WILLIAM, of Pendleton, was born by Hamg-
shire County, West Vieginia, May & 1822 and came to Oregon m 1849,
settling in Marion County and engaging i farming. He moved o
Limatilla l:nunl}' NLLAY WEars g, He was a r]r|ega|!e to the state con-
vemiion in JEsl,  ln 180, 1E? gned 1H28E M. Aartin waz elected Sherifi
wf Umatilla Couwnty. and in IHSR was  elected [:uum_qr Judge.  heing
re=elected in 1852, and being now for & third time the Bepulilican nomince

[Republican League Register p. 239]



