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We gather, preserve and make available material relating to the history of Brooks and
neighboring communities having natural, economical and cultural affinity

Saturday & Sunday

Welcomes Historical Societies
Statewide

Visitor Registration Fee $10 includes:
Gate and Parking
Antique Trolley Rides
Museum Tours
Door Prizes
Raffles and Drawings
Lunch

Sunday June 20
Maps available at the Depot Museum for
self guided auto tours-including Historic sites,
Historic Museums (off site) including the Spruce
Goose. Also nearby Historical Cemeteries.
Members of BHS and children under 12 Free.

For your convenience there will be food
available for a great discount

Coffee FREE both Sat. and Sun.

Camping Available $15/night

Partner Musaums

Inaddition to theAntique Powerland Museum
Association established to operate themuseum Site,
Powerland presently encompasses 14 additiona
museumsand heritage organizationsoperatingin
partnership.

Western Steam FiendsAssociation

Branch 15- Early Day GasEngines& Tractors
Asoaidion

Antiquelmplement Society
Willow Creek Railroad

Oregon Two Cylinder Club

Northwest BlacksmithAssociation
BrooksHistorica Society
Pecific Northwest Truck Museum
Oregon Electric Rallway Historicd Society
Oregon Tractor Pullers, Inc

Oregon Fire ServiceMuseum, Memoria & Learning
Center

Antique Caterpillar Machinery Museum
WillametteValey Modd Railroad Museum

Northwest Vintage Car & MotorcycleMuseum



Brooks Onion Warehouses
in earlier Days:
by Gene Sperle Last Ticket

Agent at Brooks Depot

Mr. Sperlevisited Brooks Train Depot Museum
onJanuary 22, 2010. HeismovinginwithasoninKe zer,
leaving hishomeinMtAngel, OR.

He talked about the days as ticket Agent in the
Depot. Geneexplained how thewarehousesfunctioned
aswell aswho he remembered ran or owned each one
inthosedays. Speaking of the 1950s& 1960sthe Depot
closedin1960for thelast time.

As Gene
remembered
thewarehouse
just south
directly behind
the Depot was
United
Brokersrunby
a man from
CaltonWelter
Cole. Next wasthe Cold Storage, along building owned
and run by Ronald E. Jonesand Mr. Hornshoe. Next
wasawarehouse run by Mr. Hornbach. Gene goeson
tosay “therewas perhapsothersandthelastintheline
wasL abish Brokerage, believesitisnow knownasCurry
& Company.

Gene goesonto say that just to the East of the
mainlineof thewarehousestotheNorth, thefirg building
was Dessert Seed, then LesKlampewho later moved
toalLakesite knownasB & K Prepak, then Spada
and next Arlo Pughs warehouse.

Heremembersthat theareawasbuzzing withtrucks
and hard working farmers, Our Museum has many
photos. Some still need identified. He said that he
remembered that thebiggest shipment inhistimeasagent
was 25 carloads of onionsin onesingleday. Many of
the Brooksareaworkersworked long cold daysto get
the onions in those boxcars. (Other aspects of the
history around the Depot was mentioned and | would
like to continue Mr. Sperlesrecollections, as others
inthearea. by Dorene I sham Sandish)

Gene Sperle, Freight Agent
Southern Pacific Railway

Cao.

Brooks Depot shipped out celery before World
War 11 and onionsafter thewar, including onionsfrom
Dellwood in Yamhill County. George Schmidt, United
Brokersand Ronald Jones bought onionsover there,
brought them to Brooks to ship out. Ronald Jones's
refrigerator plant kept the Yellow Danver onionsthere
all winter, shipped theminApril and May, weredone
by June. Some extra cars went over to Boise where
they compl eted theload with Danver Reds.

Therewere 600 sacksat 50 pounds each per car.
Brooks station wasthe largest shipper in thisareaof
fresh produce. (Woodburn station shipped frozen goods
from Birdseye.) Many of the shipmentswent tothe Ft.
LewisArmy barracks. In 1952, apeak shipping year,
they shipped alot of freight carsto Chicago. Therewas
agtaff of two. Freight Agent Sperleworked 7am.to 3
p.m.; theclerk worked 2to 11 p.m. During thewar the
station wasopen 24 hours.

Thedgtation wasclosed down during thedepression
until themid 30s. Therewasno passenger serviceafter
sometimeinthe 1930s. Clyde PhillipswastheAgent at
Brooksat that time[1928-1945]. They started shipping
celery in1928[411 cars] [1n 1938, 400 carsof celery
and 900 carsof onionswere shipped].

IN1951 fifty-threesteam enginesweredtill infreight
sarvice. Centralized traffic control cameabout 1955with
diesdl engines, especially for passenger service. There
wasstill occasondly asteam freight engine. They had
tousea“helper” over theAuroraHill, also over the
mountains. Daily trainsincluded the Cascade, Daylight,
Klamath, Shasta, and Rogue. They stopped at
Woodburn, but not at Gervaisor Brooks.

The ShastaDaylight, going south caught the mail
bag at 60 m.p.h. fromthe hanger. At the sametimethe
train clerk kicked off the Brooks bag of mail. Onthe
rare occas on the bag hit something and bounced back
under thetrain, therewas mutilated mail strewn clear
downto LakeL abish, even Chemawa. It wasajigsaw



puzzle matching the piecesof mail. Those expecting
government checkswere especially stressed; it took
monthsto get them rei ssued.

Gene cameinthe Fall of 1950 from Hillsboro.
Therewasalady agent duringthewar. D. Ethridgewas
the agent before Sperle. Geneleft Brooksin 1953 to
work in Lyons, came back in 1958 and stayed until
May of 1960 when thefreight depot was closed (except
for shipping during theonion seasonsin 1961, ' 62, and
'63). George Shell wasthe*track walker” rodethehand
ca.

To be Continued

——Happy Birthday——
-PhyllisRattray turns90, Congratulations
Phyllis.

A Birthday party washeld at the Beilkie Farm for
Phyllisand her twin brother Phillip. Phyllisisalong
timemember of BrooksHistorical and iscredited for
our railroad tracksthat we use on many mailings
including theNewsL etter, Keeping the Tracksalive
andwel.

THANK YOU PHYLLIS

February 24, 2010 Kathryn M cClaughry
Passeson ,

Shewasavaued member of BrooksHistorica
Society,and sheis
missed Other local
deathsinclude:
RobbieWilliams
passed March 19,
2010 JmmieBacon
passed March 22,
2010

Get Well Wishes
AddeEganis
recuperating from another hip replacement.

New Member
Welcome Terry Cuff

Remember our ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION

Reminder-Some membershavenot paid 2010 dues
Just aGentle Reminder::

2010 Calendar of Events

APRIL 24 SaT. FoLLow upTO FEB. 20TH MODEL T
OASS

May 14,15,16 Fri, Sat, SuNn Boy Scouts
CAMPORALL

May 22 SaT1. VINTAGE CAR GRouP LG. cRouPAPMA

JUNE 5 SaT. 7TH ANNUAL HiGH ScHooL SHow &
SHINE WEB ConTacT DaN Jupy 503-362-5830

June 6 SLANT 6 MEeT APMA

JunE 19-20 SaT, SuN OPeN House, Brook's
HistoricaL SocleTy AND DepoT MUSEUM

JUNE 25, 26, 27 FRri, SaT, SuN BrRancH 1I5APMA
JUNE 26 SaT JoHN DEERE AUCTION

JUNE 26 SaT. OrPHAN CAR SHow AT CAR MUSEUM
JuNE 12-18 TroLLEY CamP KiDs TROLLEY
JUNE CaR OPEN House

July 11 Sun Car Swap MeeT 8am $5.00, ConTACT
DonN PeTerson 503-246-6939 — 503-708-3698

July16, 17,18 Fri, Sat, SUN INTERNATIONAL
HARVESTER

July 24, 25, 31 Auc 1 Steam-Up

Aug 28 Sat. TrRuck SHow

Aug 29 Sun. DezoTeLL CHURCH PicNic PRIVATE
Sept. 5 Sun ExTreme EpiTion CAR SHow

Oct. MoToRrcyCLE PRESENTATION



Brooks Historical Society T
1 (503) 3900692 g L

3995 Brooklake Rd. XE
Brooks, 00 97303

Mailing Address:
P Box 9265
Rrooks, (4 97305
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MISSION STATEMENT
The objective of the Brooks Historical Society and Depot Museum is to be educational, to stimulate an

E interest in, and a knowledge of, the history of Brooks, Oregon, and the surrounding area.
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. OFFICERS and BOARD ;
: MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION President - Larry Leek |
I.'._j Adult Member $12.00 Vice-President - Louis Sowa !
F Student Membership --------=------- $5.00 ;reasg_er B ;j(';‘easm'th[) Qusee |
- . ecording Secretary - Dorene Standi -
E Cta '\(Ailrenr;sz:ir;/ _T(_j_i'?_h;;hggl ) Correﬂ)ondg_”lce Secretary - TexieLou Price ;-_-
- _ ' Board - Position 1 - Bob Brown -
i | Donation $ Position2- Ray Smith -
: Name: Position 3 - Frank Cunningham -
': nddress: Position4 - Dean CUl:f -
:' City/State/zip: s
s MEETINGS -
:: Rk The Brooks Historical Society meets at the Brooks :
= E-mail Depot Museum at 10AM the first Saturday of the 3T
: . month. -
= | Checks should be written to Directions to the museum at Antique Powerland:
': Brooks Historical Society From I-5 - take Exit 263 -- go west approx. 1/4 mile %=
: Mail to: PO Box 9265 to: Antiqgue Powerland 3995 Brooklake Road, -
*,: Brooks, OR 97305 Brooks, OR 97303 -
N T Y
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