
 

Amos E. Freel 

Pioneers of 1852 

compiled by Stephenie Flora 
oregonpioneers.com 

 

Amos E. Freel 
b. 26 Sep 1809 Ohio 
d. 09 Jun 1852 died on trail in Nebraska 
memorial Oregon Trail Memorial Park Cemetery, Bridgeport, Morrill County, Nebraska 
s/o Benoni Freel and Esther Perry Wilmotth 

m. 23 Jan 1828 Tippecanoe County, Indiana 
Elizabeth Sophia Reynolds 
b. 22 Feb 1813 Tippecanoe County, Indiana 
d. 11 Jun 1852 died on trail in Nebraska 
d/o Phillip and Sophia Reynolds 
memorial Oregon Trail Memorial Park Cemetery, Bridgeport, Morrill County, Nebraska 

1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, OH; Maria, 15, IA; 
Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, IA; Marcus L., 
5/12, IA 

Children of Amos Freel and Elizabeth Reyholds: 
1. Sarah Ann Freel 
b. 13 May 1829 Tippecanoe County, Indiana 
d. 23 Jun 1911 Lincoln County, Oregon 
buried Mount Union Cemetery, Philomath, Benton County, Oregon 

m. 29 Jan 1846 Mahaska County, Iowa 
George Washington Kisor 
b. 28 Feb 1828 Erie County, Ohio 
d. 28 Mar 1896 Benton County, Oregon 
buried Mount Union Cemetery, Philomath, Benton County, Oregon 

“DLC #2587 Benton County, George Kisor born 1822 Ohio; arrived Oregon 28 Oct 1852; settled claim 
01 Oct 1853; m’d Sarah Ann 28 Feb 1845 Iowa.  Affidavit: Philip Reynolds, Lewis Casteel, Wm. Speer, 
J.S. Sanders.” [Genealogical Material in Oregon Donation Land Claims, Volume II, p. 5] 

“DLC #1568 Freel, William, Martha E., Elizabeth L. & Arsula, orphans of Amos E & Elizabeth Freel, 
Benton County; 05 June 1855 A.W. Locke, Judge of Probate, Benton County, appointed William Kisor 
guardian of these orphans.  16 Nov 1855 Philip Reynolds gave affidavit he was personally acquainted 
with Amos E. Freel who traveled with him on the plains and died on his way to Oregon.  02 Mar 1869 
David Hawley, Starrs Point, Benton County asked that any question regarding this claim be directed to 
him.  21 Mar 1870 George W. and Sarah A. Kisor gave affidavit that they were acquainted with Amos E 
and Elizabeth Freel in their lifetime and that said Amos E. Freel died on the plains 09 Jun 1852 on his 
way to Oregon and Elizabeth Freel died on the plains 11 June 1852.  Amos E. was a native born of US 
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over 21.  Children were all minors at time of his death.” [Genealogical Material in Oregon Donation 
Land Claims, Volume III p. 112] 

[The following letter was written to John L. Hughes who was married to a sister of Elizabeth (Reynolds) 
Freel and was contributed by Freel descendant Christopher J. Schell] 

“Ash Hollow – June 23, 1852 
140 miles from Fort Laramie 

“Dear Uncle – I find here a station for the purpose of conveying letters to the states and I hasten to 
inform you of our travels and the incidents pertaining thereof.  First of all I would mention the sickness 
we have had and I am sorry to say the deaths.  First of all Frances Freel died June 4rh, 1852, and Maria 
Freel followed the 6 th.  Next was Polly Carsner, who died the 8th, and Amos Freel next, he died the 9th 
and Lafayette Freel soon followed – he died the 10th.  Elizabeth Freel, wife of Amos, died the 11th, and 
her baby died the 17th.  So, you see we have lost seven persons in a few short days, all died of cholera.  
Although I know this will be a sad epistle of news to send you, still I feel it a duty to let you know how 
matters are progressing, and, thank God, we are all well and likely to do well for we have had no 
sickness since the baby died.  Please allow Sophia Parkinson to read this letter when you have perused it 
and let all our good friends know of our affliction.  We have had very good luck with our teams, and 
have prospered well except for the sickness and deaths. 

And I would say a word about traveling and tell it to all of your friends that may think of coming on this 
vast prairie, it is this, do not as you value your lives ever drink water out of springs or sunken wells, on 
the side of the road or anywhere else.  Always use the Platte river water and you will have no sickness.  
Even if you have to go a mile or two miles, do it rather than drink out of these cursed pit holes of death.  
For it is nothing else than that caused all our sickness. 

We didn’t know anything about it, and as the water is generally good and pleasant to drink, we thought 
we were using the best.  So remember this and, as I said before, advise your friends to do the same.  I 
have no time to write more at present, for we are stopping our teams in the middle of the road, for the 
purpose of writing this, so good-bye for the present. 

George Kisor 
Ann Kisor (Sarah Ann Freel)” 

 



 
[The Weekly Gazette Times, Corvallis, Oregon, Wednesday, February 5, 1896 p. 3] 



 
[The Sunday Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Sunday, July 2, 1911 p.44] 



 



 



 
[Corvallis Gazette Times, Corvallis, Oregon, Monday, June 26, 1911 p.2] 

 
[The Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Monday, March 23, 1896 p. 3] 



 
[Corvallis Gazette, Corvallis, Oregon, Thursday, April 2, 1896 p.3] 

Children of George Kisor and Sarah Ann Freel: 
i. Amos Edward Kisor (1846-1936) 
ii. Sarah Jane Kisor (1848-1920) 
iii. Phoebe Ann Kisor (1849-1885) 
iv. Clarinda Gertrude Kisor (1852-1929) 
v. George W. Kisor (1855-1965) 
vi. Elizabeth Margaret Kisor (1857-1857) 
vii. William Earl Kisor (1859-1942) 
viii. John Lewis Kisor (1863-1863) 



ix. Walter Ellis Kisor (1867-1942) 
x. Albert Biddle Kisor (1870-1960) 

2. Sophia Freel [started with Freel family but turned back] 
b. 01 Mar 1831 Tippecanoe County, Indiana 
d. 03 Apr 1913 03 Apr 1913 Franklin County, Kansas 
buried Woodlawn Cemetery, Pomona, Franklin County, Kansas 

m. 28 Feb 1850 Polk County, Iowa 
Jonathan W. Parkinson 
b. 11 Mar 1826 Greene County, Pennsylvania 
d. 18 Jul 1886 Franklin County, Kansas 
buried Woodland Cemetery, Pomona, Franklin County, Kansas 

Children of Jonathan Parkinson and Sophia Freel: 
i. Lucinda Parkinson (1850-1873) 
ii. Experiance Elen Parkinson (1852-1936) 
iii. Amos Freel Parkinson (1855-1939) 
iv. Mary Elizabeth Parkinson (1856-1944) 
v. Martha Ann Parkinson (1858-1940) 
vi. Jonathan H. Parkinson (1862-1943) 

3. Mary “Polly” Freel  
b. 05 Feb 1833 Tippecanoe County, Indiana 
d. 08 Jun 1852 died on trail in Nebraska 
memorial Oregon Trail Memorial Park Cemetery, Bridgeport, Morrill County, Nebraska 

m. 1850 Polk County, Iowa 
John L. Casner 
b. May 1822 Ray County, Missouri 
d. aft Jun 1902 Texas 
m1. 1845 Lucinda Williams 
m3. 27 Aug 1882 Mrs. Anne Jane (Brown) Pitner 

1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, OH; Maria, 
15, IA; Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, 
IA; Marcus L., 5/12, IA 

Children of John Casner and Mary Freel: 
i. John Lewis Casner (1851-1903) 
ii. George Washington Casner (1852-1884) 

4. Nancy Jane Freel 
b. 22 Apr 1837 
d. 05 Nov 1853 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 
burial location unknown 

m. 03 Feb 1853 Oregon 
Samuel Arhurston Gatton 
b. 02 Jun 1833 Fremont County, Ohio 
d. 28 Jul 1935 Woodland, Washington 
buried Odd Fellows Cemetery, Woodland, Cowlitz County, Washington 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8819725/sophia_parkinson
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/8819727/jonathan-parkinson
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/129795752/mary_casner
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/141568899/nancy-jane-gatton
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/15488501/samuel-gatton


1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, OH; Maria, 
15, IA; Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, 
IA; Marcus L., 5/12, IA 

Child of Samuel Gatton and Nancy Freel: 
i. Martha Ann Gatton (1853-1938) 

5. William Henry Jasper Freel 
b. 22 Apr 1839 Tippecanoe County, Indiana 
d. 29 Oct 1899 Lincoln County, Washington 
buried Mountain View Cemetery, Davenport, Lincoln County, Washington 

1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, OH; Maria, 
15, IA; Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, 
IA; Marcus L., 5/12, IA 

 
[Corvallis Gazette, Corvallis, Oregon, Friday, November 17, 1899 p.3] 

6. Francis Marion Freel 
b. 27 Sep 1841 Illinois 
d. 04 Jun 1852 died on trail in Nebraska 
memorial Oregon Trail Memorial Park Cemetery, Bridgeport, Morrill County, Nebraska 

1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, OH; Maria, 
15, IA; Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, 
IA; Marcus L., 5/12, IA 

7. Martha Ellen Freel 
b. 08 Dec 1843 Mahaska County, Iowa 
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d. 24 Dec 1929 Benton County, Oregon 
buried Alpine Cemetery, Alpine, Benton County, Oregon 

m. 1859 
David Hawley (Pioneer of 1848) 
b. 28 Dec 1828 Licking County, Ohio 
d. 12 Apr 1913 Alpine, Benton County, Oregon 
buried Alpine Cemetery, Alpine, Benton County, Oregon 

“DLC #1607 Benton County; David Hawley born 1828 Ohio; arrived Oregon 13 Sep 1848; settled claim 
20 Nov 1852/25 Oct 1853.  Affidavit: Philander Gilbert, Lee McCain.” [Genealogical Material in 
Oregon Donation Land Claims, Volume III p. 115] 

1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, OH; Maria, 
15, IA; Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, 
IA; Marcus L., 5/12, IA 

1854: Benton Co Census; David Hawley, legal voter, 1 male +21 

1855: Benton Co, Tax Roll, David Hawley, Provisional and Territorial Record #14001 

1860: Corvallis PO, Lloyds Pct, Benton Co, OR, July 17, 1860; David Halley (sic-Hawley), 31, farmer, 
OH; Martha E., 16, IA; Warren C., 1, OR; Leonidas H., 9, OR 

1870: Corvallis PO, Subdivision 5 Pct, Benton Co, OR, August 11, 1870; David Hawley, 41, farmer, 
$1200 $300, OH; Martha E., 26, keeping house, IA; Warren C., 11, OR; Angenorah, 9, OR; Sarah L., 5, 
OR; Henry C., 3, OR 

1880: Alsea Pct, Benton Co, OR, June 2 & 4, 1880; David Hawley, 51, farmer, OH NY NY; Martha E., 
36, wife, keeping house, IA; Angenora U., 19, dau, OR OH IA; Lucetta S., 15, dau, OR OH IA; Henry 
C., 13, son, OR OH IA; Iola, 8, dau, OR OH IA; Jessie, 5, dau, OR OH IA; Sylvia C., 1, dau, OR OH IA 
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[The Eugene Guard, Eugene, Oregon, Friday, April 18, 1913 p.4] 



      
[Corvallis Gazette, Corvallis, Oregon, Thursday, December 26, 1929 p.1] 

Children of David Hawley and Martha Freel: 
i. Warren C. Hawley (1859- ) 
ii. Angenora U. Hawley (1861- ) m’d Mr. Hammer 
iii. Sarah Lucetta Hawley (1865- ) m’d Mr. Miers 
iv. Henry Chatman Hawley (1867-1940) 
v. Iola Hawley (1872- ) m’d Mr. Graves 
vi. Jessie Hawley (1875- ) m’d J.F. Powell 
vii. Sylvia C. Hawley (1879- ) m’d M.L. Buckingham 

8. Elizabeth Lucy Freel 
b. 27 Mar 1846 Mahaska County, Iowa 
d. 27 Jun 1883 Benton County, Oregon 
buried Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon 

m. 25 Apr 1867 Benton County, Oregon 
George Peake Wrenn 
b. 09 May 1825 Fairfax County, Virginia 
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d. 26 Feb 1882 Benton County, Oregon 
buried Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon 

1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, 
OH; Maria, 15, IA; Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; 
Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, IA; Marcus L., 5/12, IA 

 
[The Morning Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Monday, February 27, 1882 p.3] 

Children of George Wrenn and Elizabeth Freel: 
i. Andy Caldwell Wrenn (1866 - 1945 ) 
ii. Eva Rosamond Wrenn (1868-1951) 
iii. Myrtle Ernestine Wrenn (1869-1930) 
iv. Richard Evans Wrenn (1870-1927) 
v. Lorena Wrenn (1871-1967) 
vi. William Alfred Wrenn (1874-1949) 

9. Ursula Freel 
b. 15 Jun 1848 Iowa 
d. 02 Jun 1917 
buried Molson Cemetery, Molson, Okanogan County, Washington 

m. 1863 
Jasper Newton 
b. 14 Apr 1843 VanBuren County, Iowa 
d. 23 Sep 1925 Molson, Okanogan County, Washington 
buried Molson Cemetery, Molson, Okanogan County, Washington 

1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, OH; Maria, 
15, IA; Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, 
IA; Marcus L., 5/12, IA 
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[The Sunday Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Sunday, February 11, 1917 p.26] 



 
[The Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Friday, October 2, 1925 p. 27] 

Children of Jasper Newton and Ursula Freel: 
i. Martha Newton (1864-1957) 
ii. Rachel Newton (1866-1960) 
iii. Gennette Newton (1868-1940) 
iv. William Jonathan Newton (1870-1948) 
v. E. Newton (1875- ) 
vi. Ammariah Peter Newton (1872-1962) 
vii. Sophia Mary Newton (1875 -1960) 
viii. George Evans Newton (1877-1925) 
ix. Lidia M. Newton (1880-1980) 
x. James Edward Newton (1885-1960) 

10. Marquis LaFayette Freel 
b. Mar 1850 Illinois 
d. 10 Jun 1852 died on trail in Nebraska 
memorial Oregon Trail Memorial Park Cemetery, Bridgeport, Morrill County, Nebraska 

1850: Polk County, Iowa, August 29, 1850; Amos E. Freel, 41, farming, OH; Elizabeth, 38, OH; Maria, 
15, IA; Nancy J., 13, IA; William, 11, IA; Francis M., 8, IL; Martha, 7, IA; Elizabeth, 4, IA; Aresula, 2, 
IA; Marcus L., 5/12, IA 

11. Charles Wesley Freel 
b. 15 Jan 1852 
d. 17 Jun 1852 died on trail in Nebraska 
memorial Oregon Trail Memorial Park Cemetery, Bridgeport, Morrill County, Nebraska 
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