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Benjamin Franklin Yantis 
b. 19 Mar 1807 Garrard County, Kentucky 
d. 08 Feb 1879 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 
s/o John Yantis and Priscilla Catherine Lapsley 

m. 23 Oct 1828 Lincoln County, Kentucky 
Ann J. Hall 
b. 1810 Kentucky 
d. 28 Jul 1852 Salmon Falls, Idaho on Oregon Trail 
buried in Idaho on the Oregon Trail 

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin Yantis, 
44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12, MO; William W., 
10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, MO; Francis A., 1, MO; 
William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY; Sarah L., 2, MO 

1858: Special Indian Agent for tribes around Ft. Colville 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, July 3, 1860; B.F. 
Yantis, 53, farmer, $2500 $700, KY; W.B., 20, m, student, MO; Robert L., 17, 
student, MO; Jno V., 15, MO; Frank A., 11, MO 

1870: First Election Pct, Shoshone County, Idaho Territory, July 27-Aug 17, 1870; 
B.F. Yantis, 63, trader, Kentucky; R.L., 27, trader, $0 $4000, MO; W.B., 30, 
probate judge, MO 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41553276
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41611465


 
[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Thursday, February 13, 1879 p.2] 

Children of Benjamin F. Yantis and Ann Hall: 

1. Maria Barnes Yantis 
b. Sep 1829 Kentucky 
d. 13 Dec 1905 Thurston County, Washington 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

m1. 03 May 1848 Saline County, Missouri 
William H. Pullen 
b. 1827 Kentucky 
d. c 1855 

m2. 31 Aug 1860 
James Richard Wood 
b. Jan 1825 Dutchess County, New York 
d. 03 Nov 1905 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 
s/o Isaac Wood and Catherine Murray 

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin 
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12, 
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, 
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullen, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B. Pullen, 
22, KY; Sarah L. Pullen, 2, MO 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41969971
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41971138


 



[Olympia Daily Recorder, Olympia, Washington, Friday, November 3, 
1905] 

2. John Lapsley Yantis 
b. c 1832 Missouri 
d. c 1832 Missouri 

3. Sarah Jane Yantis 
b. 13 Feb 1835 Saline County, Missouri 
d. 09 Mar 1894 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

m1. 24 Mar 1855 Washington 
Col. Abram Benton Moses 
b. 
d. 31 Oct 1855 Connell’s Prairie, Pierce County, Washington 
buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

m2.  22 May 1857 Thurston County, Washington 
George C. Blankenship 
b. 18 Sep 1825 Cattaraugus, New York 
d. 10 Jul 1888 Thurston County, Washington 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin 
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12, 
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, 
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY; 
Sarah L., 2, MO 

“The Death of Abram Benton Moses: The single killing for which 
[Nisqually Chief] Leschi was indicted and convicted occurred on October 
31, 1855. A small group of volunteer militiamen was passing through a 
swampy area near Connell's Prairie in Pierce County. Two of the men, 
Antonio B. Rabbeson (1825-1891) and Abram Benton Moses (d. 1855) 
were, respectively, the sheriff and former sheriff of Thurston County. They 
were attacked, and Moses and militiaman Joseph Miles shot dead. More than 
a year later, Leschi would be indicted for the killing of Moses.” 
[https://historylink.org/File/21195] 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41343308
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/80794752/abram-benton-moses
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41343058


 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Saturday, March 10, 
1894 p.3] 

4. James Hall Yantis 
b. 12 Apr 1837 Missouri 
d. 07 Aug 1852 Clark County, Washington 
headstone in cemetery says 1852 [probably actually 1853 since they did not arrive 
until the latter part of September and it was a few months before he became Pony 
Express rider between Cowlitz Landing and Olympia.  James died a few days after 
swimming in Barnes Lake after a hot and dusty ride 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin 
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12, 
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, 
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY; 
Sarah L., 2, MO 

5. William Burton Yantis 
b. 1839 Missouri 
d. 19 Jul 1898 Walla Walla County, Washington 
buried Mountain View Cemetery, Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41553255
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/231199533/william-b-yantis


1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin 
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12, 
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, 
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY; 
Sarah L., 2, MO 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, July 3, 1860; 
B.F. Yantis, 53, farmer, $2500 $700, KY; W.B., 20, m, student, MO; Robert 
L., 17, student, MO; Jno V., 15, MO; Frank A., 11, MO 

1870: First Election Pct, Shoshone County, Idaho Territory, July 27-Aug 17, 
1870; B.F. Yantis, 63, trader, Kentucky; R.L., 27, trader, $0 $4000, MO; 
W.B., 30, probate judge, MO 

6. Mary E. Yantis 
b. 1842 Missouri 
d. 1842 Missouri 

7. Robert Lapsley Yantis 
b. 27 Dec 1843 Saline County, Missouri 
d. 28 Apr 1889 Thurston County, Washington 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

m. 16 Dec 1880 Nez Perce County, Idaho 
Eva L. Kelly 
b. 12 Jun 1862 Nez Perce County, Idaho 
d. 31 Aug 1940 King County, Washington 
burial location unknown 
m2. Ebenezer Mounce 1895  

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin 
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12, 
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, 
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY; 
Sarah L., 2, MO 

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, July 3, 1860; 
B.F. Yantis, 53, farmer, $2500 $700, KY; W.B., 20, m, student, MO; Robert 
L., 17, student, MO; Jno V., 15, MO; Frank A., 11, MO 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Yantis&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=50&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=41553235&df=all&
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/129781908/eva-mounce


1870: First Election Pct, Shoshone County, Idaho Territory, July 27-Aug 17, 
1870; B.F. Yantis, 63, trader, Kentucky; R.L., 27, trader, $0 $4000, MO; 
W.B., 30, probate judge, MO 

8. John Vivian Yantis 
b. 16 Jan 1845 Saline County, Missouri 
d. 16 Jul 1925 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

m. 05 Nov 1879 Thurston County, Washington 
Margaret M. Hume 
b. 05 Jun 1856 Nova Scotia, Canada 
d. 20 Jun 1929 Seattle, King County, Washington 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin 
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12, 
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, 
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY; 
Sarah L., 2, MO 

 

 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Friday, June 17, 1910 p.4] 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41553301
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41553287


 



[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Friday, July 17, 1925 p.1] 

 
[Daily Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Friday, June 21, 1929 p.8] 

9. Frances “Fanny” A. Yantis 
b. 1849 Saline County, Missouri 
d. Jul 1913 Washington, DC 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

m. 1873 
John Jacob Gilbert 
b. 04 Sep 1845 Fairfax County, Virginia 
d. 07 Oct 1929 Washington, DC 
buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington 

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin 
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12, 
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, 
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY; 
Sarah L., 2, MO 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=49754570
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=49754275


1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, July 3, 1860; 
B.F. Yantis, 53, farmer, $2500 $700, KY; W.B., 20, m, student, MO; Robert 
L., 17, student, MO; Jno V., 15, MO; Frank A., 11, MO 

 

 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Saturday, July 19, 1913 p.1] 



 
[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Monday, July 21, 1913 p.1] 

 



 



      
[The Evening Star, Washington, D.C., Tuesday, October 8, 1929 p.9] 



 



 



 



 
[Early History of Thurston County, Washington by Mrs. George 
Blankenship 1904 p. 272-74] 


