Benjamin Franklin Yantis
Pioneer of 1852

compiled by Stephenie Flora
from information supplied by Descendant Colin O’Neill
oregonpioneers.com

Benjamin Franklin Yantis

b. 19 Mar 1807 Garrard County, Kentucky

d. 08 Feb 1879 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington
s/o John Yantis and Priscilla Catherine Lapsley

m. 23 Oct 1828 Lincoln County, Kentucky

Ann J. Hall

b. 1810 Kentucky

d. 28 Jul 1852 Salmon Falls, Idaho on Oregon Trail
buried in Idaho on the Oregon Trail

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin Yantis,
44, farmer, KY; AnnJ.,40,KY; SarahJ., 15, MO; James H., 12, MO; William W.,
10,MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4, MO; Francis A., 1, MO;
William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY; Sarah L., 2, MO

1858: Special Indian Agent for tribes around Ft. Colville

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, July 3, 1860; B.F.
Yantis, 53, farmer, $2500 $700, KY; W.B., 20, m, student, MO; Robert L., 17,
student, MO; Jno V., 15, MO; Frank A., 11, MO

1870: First Election Pct, Shoshone County, Idaho Territory, July 27-Aug 17, 1870;
B.F. Yantis, 63, trader, Kentucky; R.L., 27, trader, $0 $4000, MO; W.B., 30,
probate judge, MO


http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41553276
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41611465

- Judge B, I, Yantis, & prominent citizey of
‘Whashington territory, died on Saturday lag
at Olympia. Judge Yantis was the first map
who over carrled the V. S, mnils belwean
Puget Sound and the Columbia river,

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Thursday, February 13, 1879 p.2]
Children of Benjamin F. Yantis and Ann Hall:

1. Maria Barnes Yantis

b. Sep 1829 Kentucky

d. 13 Dec 1905 Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

ml. 03 May 1848 Saline County, Missouri
William H. Pullen

b. 1827 Kentucky

d.c 1855

m2. 31 Aug 1860

James Richard Wood

b. Jan 1825 Dutchess County, New York

d. 03 Nov 1905 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington
s/o Isaac Wood and Catherine Murray

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12,
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4,
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullen, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B. Pullen,
22, KY; Sarah L. Pullen, 2, MO



http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41969971
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CONTINUOUS RESIDENT 54 YEARS

Came Across Plains in 1848 and Reached Olym-
' pia in-1851—Owned First Brewery
- . in State -

-

Jawmes Richard Wood, known to pio-
neers of Olympia and the state as “Dick
Wood, is dead. The end ezme peacefuls
Iy for the aged pioneer last night at a
few minutes after 12 oclock, with the
members of his family, consisting of his
wife and daughter, ‘at his bedside.

Old age had been creeping on him for
a long time and of late he had been all
but helpless. At the time of his death
Mr. Wood was one of the oldest living
pioneers of Olympia, W. 0. Bush, of
Bush prairie, probably being the only
one living who came to the territory pri-
or to Mr. Wood, For more than hslf a
century he had made Olympia and
Thurston county bis home,
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James Richard Wood was born at
Hueston, Dutchess county, New York,
in 1825. His boyhood was spent at
bome with his parents, learning the coop-
erage trade from his father. At the age
of 21 and shortly after his first mar-
riage he moved to Wisconsin, and a year
later, in 1848, in company with his fath-
er and mother he staried across the
plaing in an ox team for California. His
young wife died shortly before the jour-
ney. After "prospecting through Wy-
oming, Colorado, New Mexico and Ari-
zona, they finally reached Southern Cal-
ifornia in 1849, but- it wes not.until the
spring of 1850 that they landed in San
Francisco, After a few mouths .in-the
mines the party egain was on the move,
coming mnorth to Aastoria, Oregon, and
later to Olympia, reaching this city in
December; 1851.
Continuous Residence of 54 Years.
Mr. Wood had lived {n this eity-and
county continuously sk since then. Short-
Iy after coming here ¥& ook up a do-
nation claim; but later whem Olympia
L4

was platted, secured {wo lots at Fifth
and Columbia streets, which plate has
been his home for a half-century.~ One
of the buildings on his place, the long
low carpenter shed in the rear, i3 the
oldest standing building in the state of
‘Vashington. s

Mr, Wood served with distinction dur-
ing the Indian wars of 1855-6. He was
one of the firat to respond to the call
for volunteers and served in Captain
Hays’ famous eompany until after the
close of the war.

In the affairs of the old territorial
community Mr, Wood was always a_
prominent factor although he mever held”
public otfice,

Mr. Wood. in company with his fath-
er, built the first brewery in Thurs-
ton county, and mouths of old pioneers
still water for a draught of the gocd
old-fashioned cream-ale that was brew-
ed for them in the pioneer days in the
old hewed-timber brewery at Fifth and
Columbia streets, & part of which build-
ing still stands, The establishment was '
in successful operation for 20 years.

Mr. Wood also engaged in contracting
and building, and many of the staunch
old pioneer buildings standing in the
city today, were built by him.

Of Interest to Historians,

His long eventful life veas filled with

incidents interesting and exciting and
his stories of pioneer days were eagerly
sought after by territorial historians.
For many years he had lived in retire-
ment in his litile home on Fifth street,
tenderly cared for by his datghter, and
enjoying in quiet contemplation the
strenuéus” days of the past.

Mr. Wood was married in this eity
in 1859 to MAMrs. Elizabeth Pullen, who
still survives him, with their two chil.
dren, Oscar 1. Wood and MMiss- Frances
Addle Wood both of this city.

¢




[Olympia Daily Recorder, Olympia, Washington, Friday, November 3,
1905]

2. John Lapsley Yantis
b. ¢ 1832 Missouri
d. ¢ 1832 Missouri

3. Sarah Jane Yantis

b. 13 Feb 1835 Saline County, Missouri

d. 09 Mar 1894 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

ml. 24 Mar 1855 Washington

Col. Abram Benton Moses

b.

d. 31 Oct 1855 Connell’s Prairie, Pierce County, Washington
buried Union Cemetery, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

m2. 22 May 1857 Thurston County, Washington
George C. Blankenship

b. 18 Sep 1825 Cattaraugus, New York

d. 10 Jul 1888 Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12,
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4,
MO:; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; MariahB.,22,KY;
Sarah L., 2, MO

“The Death of Abram Benton Moses: The single killing for which
[Nisqually Chief] Leschi was indicted and convicted occurred on October
31, 1855. A small group of volunteer militiamen was passing through a
swampy area near Connell's Prairie in Pierce County. Two of the men,
Antonio B. Rabbeson (1825-1891) and Abram Benton Moses (d. 1855)
were, respectively, the sheriffand former sheriff of Thurston County. They
were attacked, and Moses and militiaman Joseph Miles shot dead. More than
a year later, Leschi would be indicted for the killing of Moses.”
[https://historylink.org/File/21195]
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DEATIL O MES. BLANKENYHIP,

Funeral S8ervices From the Presbyterian
Church This Afternoon.

At the request of frieads the funeral
of Mre. Sarah Y. Blankenship who died
at 4:30 yesterday morning, will take
place at the I'resbyterian church at 2
o’clock today, instead of at the residlence
ag at first announced. All friends of the
famuly are invited to be present.

Deccased was born  February 13,
1834, in Saline county, Missouri, and
emigrated to Olympia with her father,
Judge B. F. Yantis, in 1552 and has re-
sided in Thurston county c¢ver since.
Deceased was married May 22 1857, to
George C. Blankenship, whose death
preceded her’s several years.

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Saturday, March 10,
1894 p.3]

4. James Hall Yantis

b. 12 Apr 1837 Missouri

d. 07 Aug 1852 Clark County, Washington

headstone in cemetery says 1852 [probably actually 1853 since they did not arrive
until the latter part of September and it was a few months before he became Pony
Expressrider between Cowlitz Landing and Olympia. James died a few days after
swimming in Barnes Lake after a hot and dusty ride

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12,
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8§, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4,
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY;
Sarah L., 2, MO

5. William Burton Yantis

b. 1839 Missouri

d. 19 Jul 1898 Walla Walla County, Washington

buried Mountain View Cemetery, Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington



http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=41553255
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1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12,
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4,
MO:; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; MariahB.,22,KY;
Sarah L., 2, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, July 3, 1860;
B.F. Yantis, 53, farmer, $2500 $700,KY; W.B., 20, m, student, MO; Robert
L., 17, student, MO; Jno V., 15, MO; Frank A., 11, MO

1870: First Election Pct, Shoshone County, Idaho Territory, July 27-Aug 17,
1870; B.F. Yantis, 63, trader, Kentucky; R.L., 27, trader, $0 $4000, MO;
W.B., 30, probate judge, MO

6. Mary E. Yantis
b. 1842 Missouri
d. 1842 Missouri

7. Robert Lapsley Yantis

b. 27 Dec 1843 Saline County, Missouri

d. 28 Apr 1889 Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

m. 16 Dec 1880 Nez Perce County, Idaho
Eva L. Kelly

b. 12 Jun 1862 Nez Perce County, Idaho
d. 31 Aug 1940 King County, Washington
burial location unknown

m2. Ebenezer Mounce 1895

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12,
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4,
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY;
Sarah L., 2, MO

1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, July 3, 1860;

B.F. Yantis, 53, farmer, $2500 $700,KY; W.B., 20, m, student, MO; Robert
L., 17, student, MO; Jno V., 15, MO; Frank A., 11, MO



http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Yantis&GSbyrel=all&GSdyrel=all&GSst=50&GScntry=4&GSob=n&GRid=41553235&df=all&
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1870: First Election Pct, Shoshone County, Idaho Territory, July 27-Aug 17,
1870; B.F. Yantis, 63, trader, Kentucky; R.L., 27, trader, $0 $4000, MO;
W.B., 30, probate judge, MO

8. John Vivian Yantis

b. 16 Jan 1845 Saline County, Missouri

d. 16 Jul 1925 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

m. 05 Nov 1879 Thurston County, Washington

Margaret M. Hume

b. 05 Jun 1856 Nova Scotia, Canada

d. 20 Jun 1929 Seattle, King County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12,
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8§, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4,
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY;
Sarah L., 2, MO

She was in hcr[at any hour.
27th year. The funergl will be held today at 2
Her parents, her brother, Hoberi,|o’clock at the First Presbyferian
pressman for the Recorder, and three | church, Rev. Dr. R. M. Hays officiat-
sisters, Anne, Hope and Faith, were ' 1NE,
ot her bedside when the end came.
The uther brother, George, is at Mad-
ison, where le is attending the Jaw:
department of the University of Wis-

sisters in their loss.

MISS ALICE YANTIS
PASSES AWAY

Allco Yantls, daughier of Mr. and
Mrs. John V. Yantis, died yesterday
morning at 2:55 o'clock at the family

residence, Fifth and ‘Washinglon
streets, fsllowing an extended iliness.
Death was due to toxic poisoning.
Child ot a pion'eer family, graduate
of the Qlympla high school, u success-
ful {eacher in several of the country
districts, Miss Yantis had a wide cir-
cle of friends whe will symfmtbiie
with her parents and brothers and

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Friday, June 17, 1910 p.4]

consin.

Miss Yantis was compelled to aban-
don school work several years ago on
account of failing health. She visit
ed with friends in California and re
turd some months ago apparently’
in much Dbetter health. In recent’
weeks she has faile¢ rapidly and for'
several days past death was expecfed

|
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Deceased Crossed Plains Tn
1852: Widow Returns to
he at Bedside: Held Nu-
merous Political Offices.

John V. Yantis, 80, one of Thurston
county’s earliest pioneers and-a man
who grew up as a part of this dis-
trict, passed away yesterday after-
noon foilowing an iliness of a week.
Old age was attributed as the cause
of death. The deceased came to this
district in 1852, crossing the plainsg,
whe'n only six years old with his
father, B. F. Yantis.

The Yantis family settled in the
county where John was raised. .He
was a membz2r of the territorial legis-
lature before Washington became a
state and for a number of years was
city clerk here. His principle busi-
nesses were thcse ef printer and
photographer,

He was born in Missouri, January
16, 1845 and it was from that state,
that the ox-team which brought the
Yantis family to the Pacific. e is
survived by his, widow, Lwo sons,
(George F. and Robert of Olympia;
three daughters, Mrs. Ann Houser,
Longview: Mrs. Walter House, Scat-
ile and Miss Faith Yantis at home.

. Mrs, Yantis, who had been in Cali-
fornia on a five-weeks' trip to regain
her failing health, rélurned to Olym-
pia in time to be at the bedside sev-
eral hourg before the end  came.
Other members of the family also!
were summoned and were present.,

The deceased was a real son of
Thurston county, having seen it grow
from a small community to one ol the
teading centers of the territory and
later the state of Washington. He
was active in early-day politics of the
county and city.

The remains were removed to the
Mills funeral parlors from whete
services are to be held next Saturday
morning at 10:30 o’clock. Rev T. .
Simpson  wili  olficiate, Interment
will be in the Masonic cemetery.




[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Friday, July 17, 1925 p.1]

YANTIS FUNERAL TO
BE HELD SATURDAY

- Myrs, Margaret M. Yantis, 73, died
at the home of her daughter, Mrs.
Walter House, Seattle, early Thursday
moring. She was horn in Nova Sco-
tia, June 5, 1856, and came to Thurs-
ton county when 14 years of age. No-
vember 5, 1879, here, she was married
to the late John V. Yantis.

Surviving are two sons, George I,
and Robert G, both -of this city; and
three daughters, Mrs. Walter House,
Seattle; Mrs., Walter Houser, Long-
view; and Mrs. Henry Kaffenberger,
this city; one brother, Joseph Hume,
Oregon; a sister, Mrs, Anna M,'cI’mley
of British Columbla

Funeral services will be held Satur-
day afternoon at 1 o'clock at the Mills
chapel, Rev. Frank Carlson officiat-
ing. Interment in the family plot in
the Masonic cemetery.

[Daily Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Friday, June 21, 1929 p.§]

9. Frances “Fanny” A. Yantis

b. 1849 Saline County, Missouri

d. Jul 1913 Washington, DC

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

m. 1873

John Jacob Gilbert

b. 04 Sep 1845 Fairfax County, Virginia

d. 07 Oct 1929 Washington, DC

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

1850: District 90, Saline County, Missouri, November 7, 1850; Franklin
Yantis, 44, farmer, KY; Ann J., 40, KY; Sarah J., 15, MO; James H., 12,
MO; William W., 10, MO: Robert L., 8§, MO; John B., 6, MO; Mary E., 4,
MO; Francis A., 1, MO; William Pullin, 23, farmer, KY; Mariah B., 22, KY;
Sarah L., 2, MO
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1860: Olympia PO, Thurston County, Washington Territory, July 3, 1860;
B.F. Yantis, 53, farmer, $2500 $700,KY; W.B., 20, m, student, MO; Robert
L., 17, student, MO; Jno V., 15, MO; Frank A., 11, MO

PIONEER WOMAN

OF THIS COUNTY
IS DEAD IN EAST

News has been received in Qlym
pla of the death In Washington, D.
C., of Mrs. J. J. Gilbert, wife «f
Capt. J. J, Gilbert, head of the geod
etie survey, and the remains are he-
icg brought to Olympia for inter-
ment in the local cemetery. Mrs,
Gilbert was a pioneer  settler ¢f
Thurston county, c¢rossing the plains
when she was a mere girl, just ‘n
her teens. She came with lier par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs, B. F. Yantis. She
is survived here by one brother
John V. Yantis and two nephews,
R. L. Blankenship and George Blank
enship, of this city.

She came to Thurston county with
her parents in 1857 and, as Fannie
Yantis, was well known here among
the ploneers. She was married to
i Capt. Gilbert, They had but onc
child, who died when young.

Mrs. Gilbert played a promlnent\
part in Olympla affairs up to the
time her husband left to take up
his station in Washington, D. C, In
the government employe, which was
about twelve years ago. Mrs. Gli-
bert donated a part of her proper-
ty as a site for the present Y. M.
C. A. building.

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Saturday, July 19, 1913 p.1]



'REMAINS OF MRS. GILBERT
| TO 6E BROUGHT HERE

" The remains of Mra. J, J, Glibert, .
‘who dled fn Washington, D. C., last
‘week, are expected iu Olympla to-
morrow for burial here. She was
the ‘'wife of Capt. J, J. QGilbert, head
of. the Pacitic geidetic survey for
many years, now In the hydrographic
office fn Whashington, In 1855 she
came to Thurston county with her
parents, Mr, and Mrs, B. F, Yantis,
1She Is survived here by one bfother,
‘Joehn V. Yantis, and two nephews,
'R. L, Blankenship and George Blan-
'kenship, Funeral services, in charge
'of H, N, Sticlin, will be arranged.
'after the arrival of the remains.
. Captain and Mrs. Gilbert were res:
identy of Olympla for many years
during the time Captain Gilbert was
engaged In survey work. He com-
manded the old Pathfinder for near-
1y 20 years. They moved to Wash«
legum about 12 yeard aga.
: '

.w‘:--.-i‘

[Morning Olympian, Olympia, Washington, Monday, July 21, 1913 p.1]



| Survey Officer Dies

CAPT, JOHN J, GILBERT.




GAPT, GILBERT DIE
ATTHE AGE OF B

Served Coast and Geodetic
Survey With Distinction
for Many Years.

l . »

Capt. Jochn Jacob Gilbert, 84 years
oltd,hormer “I:hmwcw;" t%r the d}:;hk;n
o ydrography - an pograbhy, 1n
charge of hydrographic operations
Unlted States Cosst and etic Bur-
vey, with which he served with dis-
tinction for nearly 57 years, died af
his residence in the Iroquoia Apart-
ments, 1410 M street, yesterday, said to
be a victim of a stomach allment he
contracted while in service.

The position of “Inspector” of the
division of hydrogrephy and topog-
raphy corresponds with the present
title of “chlef” now used in the de-
partments of -the survey,

Served In Pacific Northwest,

Much of Capt, Gilbert's service with
the Coast and Geodetic Survey in-
cluded extensive surveys in the Pacific
Northwest and as commander of the
survey steamer Pathfinder on éurv?;s
in Alaska and in the Phlliﬁpme Isiands,
He commanded the Pathfinder on a
tiglgl, from Alaska to the Philippines in

Capt. Gilbert had the distinction of
holding the record in the survey for
sontinuous :urvey operations in cne lo-
:ality, having carried on survey work
n Ceorgla Strait, Washington, for 22
rears. He was known not only as the
dloneer in the work in that section, but
0 him was attributed- the develop-
ment of that region and the waters
wuth of it .

Although lacking some of the mod-
rn-day equipment and methods for
londucting surveys and collecting cer-
ain selentific data, Capt. Gilbert was
weredited with being able to produce
ubstantially as accurate and thorough
'esults as are possible today.

Goes to Retired List in 1920,

He was placed on the retired list In
1920 while serving with the Dlvisica
of hydrography and topography as a
special “inspector,’ . ‘

Born In Lewinaville, Va.,, Capt. Gil-
bert attended achools near there and
Iater entered Wilton Academy. Subse- -
quently he attended Willlams College n -
Massachusetts, leaving there to enter
the survey, :

Capt. Gllbert was a member of the
Cosmos Club, the Washington Golf and
Country Club and was a thirty-second
degree Mason, having numerous Ma-
sonic affiliations, He was a member
of the DeMolay Commandery, Knights
Templar, this elty,

Funeral services will be conducted at
the Church of the Covenant, Preshy-
terian, tomorrow afternoon at 2 o'clock.
Interment will be at Olympia, Wash.

Capt. Gilbert's wife died many years
ago. ‘

[The Evening Star, Washington, D.C., Tuesday, October 8, 1929 p.9]













[Early History of Thurston County, Washington by Mrs. George
Blankenship 1904 p. 272-74]



