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Gilmore Logan Hays

b. 08 Jan 1810 Pulaski County, Kentucky

d. 22 Oct 1880 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington
s/o Samuel and Jerusha (Logan) Hays

m. 1834

Naomi Knox Montgomery

b. 1815 Kentucky

d. 1852 Salmon Falls, Idaho on trail
burial location unknown

d/o James and Margaret Montgomery

Dearu or Junar: Havs, —We take
from a contemporary the following
review of the life-hi-tory of Judge
Gilmore Huays, a pioneer of our Ter-
ritory, who died in this place, last
Friduy night: Judge Hays was
born in Pulaski county, Kentucky,
in 1810, After his marriage he
moved to Saline County, Missouri,
and in that State served as Judge of
the District Court. In 1849, with
two of his brothers, he crossed tue

-pleins o Celifornia, where ha re-
mained two vyears. Returning to!
Missouri, he started in 1862 for Ore- !
gon, heading a large company of im- |
migrants, and arrived at the Dalles
late in the Fall. Among the mem- |
bers of that company weve Dr.
Ostrander, Dr. Yantis, Frank and
Alex Yantis, Hillory Butler and|
George I'rye. On the way the
Judge lost his wife aud two of his
cnildren, who were buried near 1'ort
Hall. The comypany reached The
Dalles late in the IFall, and there
many of them remained over the
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Winter. In 1853, Judge Hays and |
the remnant of his family (consist-
ing of threo sons—James, Chas, and
Rgbé‘rt—mnl one daughter—>Mus, |
‘apt. J. G. Parker) came over to |
Olympia, which place became th(-ir!
home. The Merritory of Washing-
ton was organized about that time,
and Judge Hays was elected a mem-
ber of its first Legislature. On  the
outbrenk ofgthe Indian war, he was
the first to vespond to the eall of
Gov. I. 1. Stevens for volunteers,
and during the struggle he served
first as a Captain and afterward as a
Major. In 1861, on the first gold
excitement in Idaho, he went to that
Territory, of which he became an
bhonored ecitizen. Several times hLe
was Auditor of Owyhee county,
The Judee, at the timi» of his death,
bas been in Olymp a only a few

weeks, Laving recently come from
his Ldaho home, and his sickness
was at theresiderce of his daughter,
Mrs.  Parker.  ‘Ihe  funeral was
largely attended by his old-time
friends, who join with the children
and ;31':111(!011“31('“ of the deceased
in mourning his departure.

[The Washington Standard, Olympia, Washington, Friday, October 29, 1880, p. 5]

Children of Gilmore Hays and Naomi Montgomery:

1. Jerusha Jane Logan Hays

b. 18 Aug 1835 Saline County, Missouri

d. 02 Mar 1917 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

m. 27 Apr 1854/8 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

John Goldsbury Parker Sr

b. 27 Apr 1829 Ontario, Canada

d. 01 Oct 1908 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington
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[The Spokane Review, Spokane, Washington, Friday, March 9, 1917, p. 6]

2. James Montgomery Hays

b. 02 Dec 1837 Saline County, Missouri

d. 14 Oct 1909 on the Steamer Rosalie

buried Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Seattle, King County, Washington

m. 1882

Mary E. Bauvelt

b. Oct 1861 Wisconsin

d. 25 Jan 1929 Seattle, King County, Washington
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VETERAN HANDLES
- HIS LAST LETTER

J. M. Hays, 35 Years in the
- Railway Mail Service,
Dies ai‘:, Post

SUCCUMBS ON STEAMER

Had Worked One Route 15 Years—
Was Pioneer in His Line
in Northwest

PORT TOWNSEND, Oct. 14.—(Spe-
cial.)—James M, Hays, for thirty-five
vears attached te the postal service in
the Northwest as a rallway and steam-
er postal clerk, was found dead in his
berth aboard the steamer Rosalie, on
the run between Bellingham and this
city, this morning. He was past 70
vears of age, and is survived by a wife
and daughter, living -in Seattle. The
body was kept aboard the steamer and
carried to Seattle tonight.

Hays' attachment to the postal ser-
vice covered practicaliy the entire ex-
istence of the' railway mail service
work in this section of the country.
He was among the first clerks assigned
to a car for handling mail when com-
munication between Portland and Ta-
coma was established by the Northern
Pacific railway in the early elghties.
He subsequently wag transferred to
work in the Seattle postoffice, but re-
turned to the postal route work on
steamers plving between Sound ports.
Bixteen years ago he went on the
gteamer Evangel, was later transferved
to the steamer Lydia Thompson, and
on that vessel and the steamer Rosalle,
on the run hetween Seattle and Bell-
ingham, through the island towns of
San Jusn eounty, had since been stead-
ily employed, ;

e S







Sketch of Lifeand Work
of the Late ). M. Hays

The late James M. Hays, the vet
ern clerk of the postal service on Pu-
gaet Sound. who died on the steamel
' Rosalie, last week, was born in Mar-
' shall,Mo , Dec.2,1837. He was proba-
‘bly the oldest man in the eervice, in
poiut of tenure, if not in sge, on the
Pacitic coast. A Port Townsend des-
patch to the Post-Intelligencer says
his attachmeut to the postal service
covered practically the entive exis-
tence of the railway mail service work
in this section of the country. He
was among the first clerks assigned to
a car for handling mail when com-
munication between Portland and Ta-
it‘-oma was established by the Northern
Pacific railway in the eariy eighties.
He suhsequently was transferred to
work in the Seattle postoffice but re
turned to the postal rounte wor« on
steamers plying batween Sound ports.
Sixteen years ago he went oua the
steamer Evangel, was later transferred
to the steamer Lydia Thompson, and
on that vessel and the steamer Rosa
lie, on the run between Seatfle and
Bellingham, through the island towos
of San J.an County, bad since been |
steadily emploved.




! Mr. Hays enjoyed a wide acqnaint-
ance amony travelers by steamer out
’r)f Séattle. and was extremely popu-
lar. Postal aathorities give bim a
specially fiue rating for efficient work,
and point to his long career as one ot
the brightest among the thoussnds
now engaged where but ten were em
ployed iu the same territory when he
etitered the service.’’

Thos. W. Prosch. of Seattle, one
of the state's oldest-and best known
pioveers, wno had been acquainted
with Mr. Havs tor more than forty
yvears, gives the following i.nteresting
sketch of him in the Post-lutelligen

cer,

““The father settled near Olympia,
his daughter not long after becoming
the wite of Capt. John G Parker,who
died last vear. Mrs. Parker has since
lived in Seattle. In. 1854 Gilmore
Hays ran for Congress. with Doctor
Hayden, Col. Wallace and Columbia
Luncaster, the latter being elected
Washington'’s first congressman.
When war with the Indians broke
out Gilmore Hays raised the frst
company of men to defend the settle
ments, called the Puget Sound Mount-
ed Volurteers, or Company B. He
stayed 1n the service until the end,
first as captain and afterwards as ma-
jor. His brothers also enlisted. Is-
aac being captain of another com-
pany.



‘“My own acquaintance with J. M.
Hays began in 1867, while e was
keeping a hotel in Olympia, on the
corner of Main andgSecond streets,
in partnership with David T, Dreary.
The house had long been known as
the Washington. but when Hays &
Dreury acquired it they changed the
name to Tacoma. 'I'heirs was the first
commercial or businers enterprise to
use that name, which they adopted
shortly ufter its use by the Good
Templar Liodge of the same town,
which led all others, here or else-
where. in using that name Mr, Hays
wus always a good citizen, clean in
all respects and dealings, capable,
trustworthy and gentlemanly. His
character is ev:denced by his long
occnpaney ot a place in the postal ser-
vice, where for an ordinary lifetime;
he contioued faithful and reliable un-
til called by death at his place of
duty among the lewspapers, letters
and mail bags on the steamer to which
he was officially assigned. '’

[The San Juan Islander, Friday Harbor, Washington, Friday, October 22, 1909, p. 1]

3. Samuel Hays

b. 1841 Saline County, Missouri
d. 1852 Idaho [died on trail]
burial location unknown

4. Charles Marshall Hays

b. 22 Apr 1842 Saline County, Missouri

d. 14 Mar 1917 Owyhee County, Idaho

buried Morris Hill Cemetery, Boise, Ada County, Idaho

m. Mar 1868 Owyhee County, Idaho
Rebecca Eloisa Dye
b. 10 Jun 1847 California
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d. 21 Mar 1933 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon
buried River View Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

JUDGE HAYS
PASSES WA

—_—

iMunicipal Court Justice Was
Pioneer Attorney, Editor,
Mining Man.

i'hafFles Maordbhall MWavs, momicipal
judge, ons of Idaho's rerling plonesr
citizene, sdlloF, AMTarfsy and mining
fnan, passed awny nt o Bofse hospital |

early Wednesdlay meorning. Lreaths
icame:s peacefully, afier an lllfess of
|thres weelis, his wife and children be-
ling mt the Yboedelds dupring the fimal
| iDL,

| Mr Hayas was T3 vesrs of age. Ths
Erenter part of WDis fe was Epenl 160
the wegtern =tales, nand he Scame
priominent as o factor in the apbiolld-
fng of ldiha, He was bores In Baline
leounnty, Missouri, Aprll 22, 1846 He |
I-l_]'llﬂ-l_'ll e plalns wwilh hil= Father
[when he was but o bey, They lived
[for o time in Portland, then mored o
Cullfornia In 1857. Churles Hars e |
eolved his ediucation in the achoola of
YWaehlugien and Callfoppla,



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/134052267/rebecca_l-hays

Camee Lo Ldmle [ 1565,
Ifi 1860 he cEam® 1o ldaht, mnd Bekd

=|I'4_- positlon ns counly recorder of
| wyhes county at Hash Oity, sind In
15468 he becnme deputy distriet clerd
under Bolomon Haosbrouck.

Iip. 18#s e wiks daajrpobnied dejrary
"aited =iaies internmal revenpue collee-
tor, whioh pusition he held for a year
In the 3ecurs I871-1872 he read law i
the offlee of Hichaord £ Jobknson, or-

| JUDGE HAYS

As He Appearcsd Daily (i Malsda Moanl-
| vl Covmr.

| mer attorney genemml of Tdaho, snd In
IRTH wema mdmlited to the har in
1ET4 e was elected sherlff of Owyhea
cwunty, oarrving the slection with &
| majority of over 200 voies, In 1881
e wiE appolnted district dmpuiy alt-
tarnsy for Thaylies counly, which -
ultlon he Reld antll elected connty at-
tormey In 1ERE Hi kheld that offics



autll 1888, hils repealed re-election
showing the confldence placed In him
by the people of thai county.

Fallter In Silver Oy,

Tn 18682 he became interested in the
Tdonha Avalinehe, nnd beecame s sole
iowner tha following year. He was)
largely Instrumental in bringlng about "
the prospesrous conditiona which en-
sued at Eilver Clty and Delamar. and
It wae throvigh his influenee that Cwp.
toaln De Lamar went to Silver Clty.
Mr. Tlaye acted ms hs attorney untll
the nieress= were ®ald 10 5 syndicais
composed of Englishmen.

Mr. Hayvs was elected 1o the eansti-
tutlonal  eonventlon from Owyhes
county [n 1888, d earved on severnsl
fmjrerrtnnt commmilitees while In ae-
tendunoee.

Pli=trlct Attorney.

After the sdmisslon of ldaho Inte
yithe Tielon he was elected district at-
tormey from the Third judicial dls-
(iriet, embracing Owyhes, Ada, Balse
tipd Washington eounties, and in 1?1
was re-glected to merve until 1889, In
1888 he was elected as senator from
Adn eaunty and took setive part In
the sessfon of 1809, He was the snly
Republican appoinisd on  the qode
commmizaion thal year.

Bolss has been the home of Mr
Huve for 21 years, e resided on
lHl:}':I sireel, which wisa named after
hia father, aleo o distinguished lda-
hean, Mr. Hayw' mother disd while
crngelng the plains, and on Mareah 2
his oely sleter, M J. G. Parker,
passed away al Baatile.

e ——

Municipal Judge.

Mr. Hays had acted as municipal
court Judees for the paet thres Yeurs,
‘rendering hin declelons with palnstak-
ing precleeness and showing the sama
thoroushness na ho did while holding
guvernmental positions o early Hfe.

Mr. Yays was past master of the
Masonle lodge and a member of the
L iy 03 F., also a member of the Idaho
Btats Bar nssociantion and the Jdaho
Mining asseciation. |

e ia survived by his wife, one som, |
Charlss 1. Hoys of Enterpriss, and’

four daughiers, Mra. Joseph H. Hutch-
inon of HBan Francisen, Mra. L. ﬂ.|
Caswell of Holse, Mrs, Charles Martin
of Caseads and Mre HRichard B Baall
of Warren.

The funeral will be held tomorrew.

Fervices will ba conducted at Schrie-
ber & Sidenfaden’s chapel nt 2280
o'clock, Dean Alward Chamberinine
officiating. Members of the Odd Fel-
lows lodes of Caldwe of  which
dudgon Mnys was a member, will
have charge of the services al the
grave. They will eome from Cald-
well in a #peclal ear.  Intermment will
be in Morris HAOl cematery.

[The Idaho Statesman, Boise, Idaho, Thursday, March 13, 1917, p. 9]




5. Henry Hays

b. 1843 Saline County, Missouri

d. 1852 Salmon Falls, Idaho [died on trail]
burial location unknown

6. John Hays
b. 1848
d. 1852 [died on trail]

burial location unknown

7. Robert C. Hays

b. 16 Aug 1849 Missouri

d. 21 Jul 1896 Steillacoom, Pierce County, Washington

buried Masonic Memorial Park, Tumwater, Thurston County, Washington

Robert Hays, who eaﬁlo to this
country, with bis parents, Judge and
Mrs. Gilmore Hays, in 1850, when only
& year old, died at Steilacoom, Tuesday,
and his remains were buried in Masonic
cemetery, near this city, yesterday.
[The W;;ﬁington Standard, Olympia, Washington, Friday, July 24, 1896, p.3]
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e o THURSTON COUNTY

“1 can't tell now just how miiny wagons there were in
hime when we pulled out for our start for the long journey
vver the Oregon Trail. But the ounes whom I am able to re-
call were the family of Dr. N. Ostrander, Uncle Frank Yantis
with his family, George Seott and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Hillory
Butler, my father's brother Isaac Hays, Rev. Lapsley Yantiz
and many others.

“The first stages of the trip were full of pleasure and de-
light, espeeially to us yvounger members of the train.  Although
the greater part of the wagons were drawn by yokes of oxen
and perforce the fravel was slow, we younger ones had each
cur own pony and wonld ride far in advauce of the train, pick
vnt & good eamping place where there was wood, water and
grass for the animals. Here we would dismount and the young
men proeeed to collect piles of wood for the eamp fires in the
evening while we girls would skylark around. piek flowers
and rest beneath the trees by the side of the beautiful streams
which we frequently were fortunate enough to find for our
eamping place. When the wagons would pull in towards
evening it was a harry-up to get supper, turn out the stoclk
and then all hands gather around the enormous canrpfires
where merry jest, songs and eheerful companionship banished
every thomght of hontesickness or foreboding. We had several
violins, a banjo and many fine voices in the party, so musie
was enjoved almost every evening.

1 must fell you abont my pony. She was the fastest ani-
mal in the train, a perfect beauty and a great pet, and s
animal of more than ordinary intelligenee. So speedy was
she that the hunters always borrowed her when they wanted
to ran down a buffalo to replenish our supply of fresh meat.
One day T was in a pet towards the other girls in the frain,
Sarah Yantis and her sister, Mrs. Puollen, (these girls were
afterwards Mrs. G. C. Blankenship and Mrs. Dick Wood).
2o I told them to ride on and I wounld wait for the wagons, let-
ting my pony eat by the road side. As soon as they had dis-
appeared along the trail T dismounted and sat down in the
prass. That pony would searcely eat a mouthful so intently
¢id she wateh, Iooking all around for poessible danger. When
the wagons came on up and father saw nte there alone he
seolded me good and hard and said the horse showed a good






a8 THURSTON COUNTY

Henry was well enough then to eat some ham whieh I had
cooked for supper. After eating he eomplained of a terrible
thirst and kept drinking water. Soon cramps set in and he
was dead before morning. I thought father would go erazy
at this terrible last blow.

“We reached Salmon Falls in Idaho before mother died,
and although I did not know of it till a year afterwards when
I again met my consin, Sarah Yantis, in Olyvmpia, 1 muost tell
of her resting place. We had to roll the body in a blanket—
there was, of eourse, no way to make even the rudest eoffin,
and after the mortal remains of our dear mother had been
covered the best we could, father took off a picee of the end
board of the wagon and wrote her name, Naomi IHayes, on it
Then we had to go on and leave her there.

“Well, when Unele Lapsley's train came along several
days after we were on our way, they cspied a newly made
grave beside the road and on going to it read mother’s name.
Mrs. Yantis, who was very delicate and suffering from the
hardships of the trip, had become very ill on the way. When
she knew that her old friend was buried there she lost all
Lope, and although the train made a couple of stages further
on their way, the poor lady was unable to stand the shoek and
sank to rest. IHer last words were ‘Take me back to sleep
beside Naomi.' Her broken hearted husband and children
respected these last words and retracing their way to where
mother was laid, huried her there and heneath mother’s name
wrote ‘Ann Yantis." And there they sleep side by side. Ah,
it was a hard and bitter time.

““ After the death of my third brother father decided that
the time had come to do something, so he had one of the lighter
wagons emptied of all but our actual necessities for light
camping and hitehing the freshest of the mules to the wagon,
started my brothers, myself and some other women and children
of the train on as fast as the animals conld travel. He hoped
we cottld reach The Dalles and so on to Portland before winter
set in.

“When we reached The Dalles we women and children
were put on flat boats and floated down to the Cascades. Here
we were obliged to walk across the portage to the landing
and then take a little steamboat on down to Portland.
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Robert. The poor little fellow was only three years old and
had never become very strong from his attack of the measles
the summer before. I, too, was weak and sick and in iy
mind thonght I was not long for this world, and 1 must say,
I didn’t eare much. life seemed so full of trouble and hard-
ship. When we reached the Cowlitz landing we were met by
mule teams which had been sent down from Olympia to haul
our freight. The wagons were so filled and the roads in such
g condition that I still had to walk aeross the country past
where Chehalis now is and on to Mound prairie. My com-
panion on this dreary jannt was Mrs. Hillory Butler, who with
her husband was also eoming to the Sound with us, She was
very kind and good to the motherless girl and helped me earry
my little brother. Turn and turn abont we plodded all those
weary miles throngh knee-deep mud, hot, tived and discovraged.

“Coming out on Mound prairie we spied a eabin in a
clearing. The eternal feminine asserted itself even under those
distressing conditions, so before going to the house Mrs, Butler
and myself stopped beside a stream of water flowing by and
wading up to onr knees, washed the bottoms of our skirts off
the hest we econld, they being literally eaked with mud, straight-
ened our hair and then proceeded to the honse where we pro-
posed to ask shelter for the night.

““Tn the door of the cabin stood the fairest sight T have
ever seen. It was my own dear eonsin and ehum, Sarah Yan-
tis. Imagine the greetings received., Although over fifty
vears have passed over my head sinee then and I have changed
from a pretty, young girl to a great-grandmother, 1 still re-
eall the thrill of rapture with which I rushed into Sarah’s
arms and listened to her dear voice onee again. When the
train was divided Unecle Frank Yantis with family had re-
mained behind and on  reaching Portland had proceeded
straight on to this seetion of the country. e had taken up
a donation claim out on the prairie and was comfortably
settled.

“We rested there visiting with TUnecle Franlk’s family for
a while and then eame on to Olympia.

“Our first place of refuge on reaching this place was with
a bachelor who had a comfortable log cabin a eouple of miles
from Newmarket—now Tumwater. This man’s name was Ben-












[Early History of Thurston County Washington by Mrs. George Blankenship 1904 p. 95-106]



