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Henry Laffer Caples 
b. 19 Aug 1823 Ashland County, Ohio 
d. 07 Feb 1910 Stevens County, Washington 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
s/o Robert Francis Caples (1779-1834 Ohio) and Charlotte Laffer (1790-1852 Ohio) 

m. 11 Aug 1828 Seneca County, Ohio 
Margaret Kuhn Staley 
b. 26 Jul 1828 Frederick County, Maryland 
d. 04 Nov 1910 Stevens County, Washington 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
d/o Dr. Henry Staley and Margaret Kuhn 
Reminscence of emigration available Oregon Historical Society (11 pp) 

1850: Weston, Platte County, Missouri, September 8, 1850; Henry L. Caples, 27, dry goods merchant, OH; 
Marg K., 21, IN; Robt F., 1, OH 

1852: Captain of train leading family and friends to Oregon 

1860: St. Helen, Oregon PO, Clark County, Washington Territory, July 13, 1860; Henry L. Caples, 37, farmer, 
$500 $800, OH; M.K., 30, MD; Robert V., 11, OH; Henry R., 8, IA, Lilly, 6, WT; Rose, 4, WT, Mary , 2/12, 
WT 

1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, OH; 
Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 16, at home, 
WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 5, WT; Phillip, 2, 
WT 

1880: Dist 3, Columbia County, Washington, June 5, 1880; Henry L. Caples, 57, general merchandise, OH MD 
PA; M.K., 51, wife, keeping house, MD MD MD; Douglas, 17, son, at school, WT OH MD; Charles, 15, son, at 
school, WT OH MD; Phillip L., 13, son, at school, WT OH MD 

1900: Chewetah Pct, Stevens County, Washington, June 16, 1900; H T Spedden, head, Feb 1848, 52, m’d 21 
yrs, MO MD KY, miner of minerals; Rosa C., wife, Apr 1857, m’d 21 yrs, 3-3 children, WA OH MD; Margaret 
M., dau, Sep 1880, 19, s, WA MO WA; at school; Henry R., son, Apr 1882, 18, s, WA MO WA, at school; 
William C., son, Feb 1884, 16, s, WA MO WA, at school; Henry L. Caples, father in law, Aug 1823, 76, m’d 54 
yrs; OH MD PA, retired  attorney; Margaret K. Caples, mother in law, Jul 1828, 71, m;d 54 yrs, 0-0 children 
(sic), MD MD MD 

1910: Chewetah, Stevens County, Washington, April 16, 1910; Harris Spedden, head, 62, m2- 30 yrs, MO MD 
KY, own income; Rosa C., wife, 53, m1-30yrs, 3 children-3 living, WA OH MD; Margaret K. Caples, mother in 
law, 81, widow, 10 children-6 living, MD MD MD 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/88704548/henry-laffer-caples
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99452347/margaret_kuhn-caples


      
[The Colville Examiner, Colville, Washington, Saturday, February 12, 1910 p.6] 



 
[Columbia Twice A Week Chronicle, Dayton, Washington, Saturday, February 12, 1910, p.1] 



 
[The Spokane Review, Spokane, Washington, Wednesday, February 8, 1910, p.1] 



 
[Seattle Post Intelligencer, Seattle, Washington, Saturday, February 12, 1910, p.14] 



 
[The Columbian, Vancouver, Washington, Wednesday, February 8, 1910, p.1] 



 
[The Spokesman Review, Spokane, Washington, Sunday, November 6, 1910, p.10] 



 
[Spokane Chronicle, Spokane, Washington, Saturday, November 5, 1910, p.2] 

Children of Henry Caples and Margaret Staley: 
1. Edith Forrester Caples 
b. 02 Oct 1847 Seneca County, Ohio 
d. 22 Dec 1849 Seneca County, Ohio 

2. Robert Francis Caples 
b. 17 Sep 1849 Seneca County, Ohio 
d. 20 Oct 1873 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 

1850: Weston, Platte County, Missouri, September 8, 1850; Henry L. Caples, 27, dry goods merchant, 
OH; Marg K., 21, IN; Robt F., 1, OH 

1860: St. Helen, Oregon PO, Clark County, Washington Territory, July 13, 1860; Henry L. Caples, 37, 
farmer, $500 $800, OH; M.K., 30, MD; Robert V., 11, OH; Henry R., 8, IA, Lilly, 6, WT; Rose, 4, WT, 
Mary , 2/12, WT 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99452348/robert_francis-caples


1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, 
OH; Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 
16, at home, WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 
5, WT; Phillip, 2, WT 

3. Henry “Hal” Rush Caples 
b. 05 Dec 1851 Shelty County, Ohio 
d. 16 Mar 1926 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
m. Emma Jane Hathaway 

1860: St. Helen, Oregon PO, Clark County, Washington Territory, July 13, 1860; Henry L. Caples, 37, 
farmer, $500 $800, OH; M.K., 30, MD; Robert V., 11, OH; Henry R., 8, IA, Lilly, 6, WT; Rose, 4, WT, 
Mary , 2/12, WT 

1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, 
OH; Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 
16, at home, WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 
5, WT; Phillip, 2, WT 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/106156771/henry_rush-caples


 
[The Columbian, Vancouver, Washington, Monday, March 15, 1926, p. 1] 

4. Lillian “Lillie” Caples 
b. 29 Mar 1854 Skamania County, Washington 
d. 16 Jun 1915 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
m. Charles Thomas Stiles Sr. 12 Dec 1873 Clark County, Washington 

1860: St. Helen, Oregon PO, Clark County, Washington Territory, July 13, 1860; Henry L. Caples, 37, 
farmer, $500 $800, OH; M.K., 30, MD; Robert V., 11, OH; Henry R., 8, IA, Lilly, 6, WT; Rose, 4, WT, 
Mary , 2/12, WT 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99452899/lillian-mccalley


1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, 
OH; Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 
16, at home, WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 
5, WT; Phillip, 2, WT 

5. Rosa C. Caples 
b. 11 Apr 1857 Clark County, Washington 
d. 09 Feb 1939 Walla Walla, Walla Walla County, Washington 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
m. Harrie Thompson Spedden 02 Dec 1879 Garfield County, Washington 

1860: St. Helen, Oregon PO, Clark County, Washington Territory, July 13, 1860; Henry L. Caples, 37, 
farmer, $500 $800, OH; M.K., 30, MD; Robert V., 11, OH; Henry R., 8, IA, Lilly, 6, WT; Rose, 4, WT, 
Mary , 2/12, WT 

1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, 
OH; Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 
16, at home, WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 
5, WT; Phillip, 2, WT 

1900: Chewetah Pct, Stevens County, Washington, June 16, 1900; H T Spedden, head, Feb 1848, 52, 
m’d 21 yrs, MO MD KY, miner of minerals; Rosa C., wife, Apr 1857, m’d 21 yrs, 3-3 children, WA OH 
MD; Margaret M., dau, Sep 1880, 19, s, WA MO WA; at school; Henry R., son, Apr 1882, 18, s, WA 
MO WA, at school; William C., son, Feb 1884, 16, s, WA MO WA, at school; Henry L. Caples, father in 
law, Aug 1823, 76, m’d 54 yrs; OH MD PA, retired  attorney; Margaret K. Caples, mother in law, Jul 
1828, 71, m;d 54 yrs, 0-0 children (sic), MD MD MD 

1910: Chewetah, Stevens County, Washington, April 16, 1910; Harris Spedden, head, 62, m2- 30 yrs, 
MO MD KY, own income; Rosa C., wife, 53, m1-30yrs, 3 children-3 living, WA OH MD; Margaret K. 
Caples, mother in law, 81, widow, 10 children-6 living, MD MD MD 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99453244/rosa-spedden


 
[The Colville Examiner, Colville, Washington, Saturday, February 18, 1939, p.1] 

 
[The Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Saturday, February 11, 1939 p.13] 



6. May C. Caples 
b. 12 May 1860 Clark County, Washington 
d. 21 Jan 1890 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
m. George Alvin Norton 23 Oct 1878 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 

1860: St. Helen, Oregon PO, Clark County, Washington Territory, July 13, 1860; Henry L. Caples, 37, 
farmer, $500 $800, OH; M.K., 30, MD; Robert V., 11, OH; Henry R., 8, IA, Lilly, 6, WT; Rose, 4, WT, 
Mary , 2/12, WT 

1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, 
OH; Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 
16, at home, WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 
5, WT; Phillip, 2, WT 

7. Douglas Caples 
b. 09 Dec 1862 Clark County, Washington 
d. 28 Oct 1934 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
m1. Kate McAndrew 12 Feb 1887 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
m2. Luella 29 Mar 1899 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 

1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, 
OH; Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 
16, at home, WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 
5, WT; Phillip, 2, WT 

1880: Dist 3, Columbia County, Washington, June 5, 1880; Henry L. Caples, 57, general merchandise, 
OH MD PA; M.K., 51, wife, keeping house, MD MD MD; Douglas, 17, son, at school, WT OH MD; 
Charles, 15, son, at school, WT OH MD; Phillip L., 13, son, at school, WT OH MD 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99453010/may_c-nerton
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99452345/douglas-caples


 
[The Columbian, Vancouver, Washington, Monday, October 29, 1934 p.7] 



 
[The Columbian, Vancouver, Washington, Friday, January 5, 1931, p.15 



 



 

[History of the Columbia River Valley from The Dalles to the Sea, 1928 by Fred Lockley, 1928 
Volume 2 p. 839-40] 

8. Charles William Caples 
b. 12 Apr 1865 Clark County, Washington 
d. 04 Jan 1936 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
buried Brush Prairie Cemetery, Brush Prairie, Clark County, Washington 
m. Anna Marie Jacobsen 26 Jan 1898 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 

1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, 
OH; Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 
16, at home, WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 
5, WT; Phillip, 2, WT 

1880: Dist 3, Columbia County, Washington, June 5, 1880; Henry L. Caples, 57, general merchandise, 
OH MD PA; M.K., 51, wife, keeping house, MD MD MD; Douglas, 17, son, at school, WT OH MD; 
Charles, 15, son, at school, WT OH MD; Phillip L., 13, son, at school, WT OH MD 

 
[The Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Thursday, February 24, 1944 p.11] 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/41920461/charles_william-caples


 
[The Columbian, Vancouver, Washington, Monday, January 6, 1936 p.7] 

9. Phiip Laffer Caples 
b. 28 Jan 1868 Clark County, Washington 
d. 29 Jun 1951 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon 
buried Old Vancouver City Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 
m. Cora Belle Fleming 04 Jan 1893 Vancouver, Clark County, Washington 

1870: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, June 21, 1870; Henry Caples, 46, farmer, $3,000 $1,000, 
OH; Margaret, 43, keeping house, MD; Robert F., 26, at home, OH; Henry R., 19, at home, IA; Lillie, 
16, at home, WT; Rose, 14, at home, WT; May, 10, at school, WT; Douglas, 8, at home, WT; Charles W., 
5, WT; Phillip, 2, WT 

1880: Dist 3, Columbia County, Washington, June 5, 1880; Henry L. Caples, 57, general merchandise, 
OH MD PA; M.K., 51, wife, keeping house, MD MD MD; Douglas, 17, son, at school, WT OH MD; 
Charles, 15, son, at school, WT OH MD; Phillip L., 13, son, at school, WT OH MD 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/132354027/phillip_laffer-caples


 
[The Columbian, Vancouver, Washington, Monday, July 2, 1951, p.3] 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 


