Thomas Higginson McBee Family
Pioneers of 1852

compiled by Stephenie Flora
oregonpioneers.com

Thomas Higginson McBee [died prior to emigration]
b. 16 Feb 1777 Frederick County, Maryland
d. 26 Oct 1835 Stark County, Ohio

burial location unknown

m. 21 Feb 1797 Liberty Town, Frederick County, Maryland

Rachel Rilet/Riley [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 1770 Frederick County, Maryland

d. c Apr 1852 on Oregon Trail in Nebraska of cholera

burial location unknown

note: if maiden name is French it would be pronounced similar to Riley

1 Nancy Marguerette McBee [did not emigrate to Oregon]

b. 1798 Frederick County, Maryland

d.

m. George Roberts (13 Jun 1799-1826) 19 Apr 1821 Stark County, Ohio

2. Elizabeth McBee [did not emigrate to Oregon]|

b. 25 Mar 1800 Frederick County, Maryland

d. 08 Jun 1865 DeKalb County, Indiana

buried Wartenbe Cemetery, DeKalb County, Indiana
m. Jacob Dickerhoof 05 Oct 1824 Stark County, Ohio

3 William Henry McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 18 Nov 1801 Frederick County, Maryland

d. 11 Apr 1862 Benton County, Oregon

buried McBee Burial Site, Winkle Butte, Benton County, Oregon

m. 12 Jun 1828 Stark County, Ohio

Elizabeth Milligan [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 08 Mar 1808 Pennsylvania

d. 27 Jan 1893 Benton County, Oregon

buried McBee Burial Site, Winkle Butte, Benton County, Oregon
d/o John Milligan and Abigail Rigg

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100, MD;
Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH; George, 14, OH;
Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO] James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO;

Rachel, 80, MD

ODLC: #4269 Benton; b. 1801 Fredrick Co, MD; arr 30 Oct 1852; sc 19 Mar 1854; m'd Elizabeth 12

Jun 1828 Stark Co, OH; died prior to 15 Jul 1873

1854: Benton Co Census; William McBee, legal voter, 1 male +21, 4 males 10-21, 3 males -10, 1 female

+18, 1 female 10-18
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1860: Butte Pct, Benton County, Oregon, June 26, 1860; William McBee, 58, farmer, $1440 $1977,
MD:; Elizabeth, 53, PA; William H., 20, farm laborer, $0 $500, MO, Joseph, 18, farm laborer, MO;
David, 16, MO; James, 14, MO; Nancy J., 12, MO; John T., 27, farmer, $0 $1000, OH

Children of William McBee and Elizabeth Milligan
3-1. Rachel Ann McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 24 Sep 1829 Stark County, Ohio

d. 1852 Ray County, Missouri or on Oregon Trail (?)
burial location unknown

m. 16 Apr 1851 Ray County, Missouri
David P. Adams [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 1825 Ohio

d. aft 20 Aug 1857 Benton County, Oregon
burial location unknown

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD

3-2. John Wesley McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 09 Feb 1831 Stark County, Ohio

d. 22 Jan 1888 Lane County, Oregon

buried Eugene Pioneer Cemetery, Eugene, Lane County, Oregon

ml. 31 Oct 1855 Marion County, Oregon
Elizabeth Jane Matheny

b. 1839

d. Nov 1869/Mar 1870

burial location unknown

d/o Permit and Mary Matheny

m2. 21 Jul 1874 Benton County, Oregon
Josephine Grubbs

b. 09 May 1847 Michigan

d. 27 Sep 1893 Lane County, Oregon

buried Eugene Pioneer Cemetery, Eugene, Lane County, Oregon
d/o John Grubbs and Susan Austen

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD

DLC #2230 Marion County; McBee, John W., T8S R4W sec 12, 160a; born 1831 Stark County,
Ohio; arrived Oregon 01 Oct 1852; settled claim 22 Mar 1853. Affidavit: Joseph M. Pomeroy,
John McBee (See DC 3958 in T13S R4W sec 6 for same party) [Genealogical Material in
Oregon Donation Land Claims vol iv p. 37]

“John McBee & Elizabeth Mathena (sic), m. 31 Oct 1855; Enos Garrison, M.G. Record #212
p.57.” [Marion County Marriage Records by Jean Custer & Daraleen Wade 1871-1874 p.12]


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/36074381/john-wesley-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/36074643/josephine-mcbee

The Corvallis Gazette of Saturday last con-
tains the following: The house of Mr.J. W,
McBee was (onsumed by fire the first of the
week ; origin of the fire unknown. The family
barely escaped with their lives, losing every-
thing iu the shape of elothing, furniture, ete.

[Polk County Times, Dallas, Oregon, May 29, 1869 p.3]

Dgp.~Mr, John W. MeBes, whose farm
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mﬂﬂn'ih nu?uyfnlnhﬂm Mr.

conducted by 8 Lodge, 1. O,
0. F., asaisted by Fﬂpm Batte Lodge of
ﬁ.h 1,[ L] | -
[Eugene City Guard, Eugene, Oregon, January 28, 1888 p.5]

Children of John McBee and Elizabeth Matheny
3-2-i. Samuel Edward McBee (1856-1945)



5. E. McBEE is an agriculturist hving on
a thriving eighty-aere farm one mile east
of =Hpringfickl, e was born in Henton
county, Oregon, December 13, 1856, a son
of John W, and Almira (Mathena) MeBee,
natives of Ohio and lndinna respectively.
The father came with his parents to Oregon
in 1552 and the mother, in company with
relatives. came to this state in the same
vear, her parents having died in the cast.
After the father’s marringe he =settled in
Beaton county, Oreron, on a homestead of
two bundred aeres which remained his liome
until in 1874, when he soll ont and settled
in Lane eountv, where he purchased one
hundred and <cixty acres one mile cast of
springfield. Tpon that farm he lived until
iz death. which occurred on the 230 of
Jannary, 15885, The mother had  passed
away in 1863 and after her death the father
had again married. hi=s seeond union being
with Miss Josephine Grubbs. a native of
Pennsylvania. By the first marrinee there
were five ehildren, of whom S, E. MeBee, of
thiz review, i= the eldest. the others being:
W. AL af Pleasant L Orevon: Mrs, AL
Campbell. of Spokane. Washington: Martha
Grubhs, deceased: and Mre. hia Collins, of
Springfield. Unto the seeond marringe were
also born five children, as follows: Jesse.
of Seattle, Washingtan: Dert, a resident of
Lorane., Orecon; Elmer, of Soringfielt; Johu,
of Benton county: and Lillie. the wife of
Frank Barthelomew, of Springields #ioman

S, L MeBee remained at home until he
attained the age of twenty-four venrs, re-
femu;b * good common- school edueation and
assisting in the farm work. At that age he
was married  and began farming on one
hundred and sixty acres of land in Lane
county whieh lwlnnj:wt to him. This land,
which was situated on the McKenzie river,
he cultivated for twelve years, atter which
be sold out and removed to the old family
homestead. one  mile east  of =pringfield,
where he lived for tive years. In 1902 he
purchased fwenty-five aeres and in 1904
made his home upon that land whieh he has
by purchase added to, until he now has
ﬂghtv acred, of which fifty acres nre in
a bigh state of enltivation, the remainder be-
ing in timber.



Mr. MeBee was married on the 3d of An-
sust, 18s1, to Miss Catherine Wileox, also
a mitive of Uregon, born in Lane county.
December 4, 1863, n daughter of Philo and
Rosanna (Brown) Wileox. IHer father was
born in Vermont, November 1, 1534, while
the mother's birthplace was Missouri. The
father vame to Oregon in 1837 by the way
of the Isthmus of Pamuma. In 1365 he set-
tled on Camp ereek, in Lane cvounty, where
he purchased two hundred and eighty aeres
of land. upoo which he resided for six yvears.
He then sold the land and pnrchased ninety-
three acres within two miEﬂs of Springfield.
He lived upon this farm for many years.
bringing it under a good state of enltivation,
ereeting suitable improvements and making
of it a very desirable farm property. In
1592 he sold the farm and retived trow e
tive lite, and now at the age of seventy-ecight
years makes his home with his son-io-law,
8. E. Mebiee,  Mra, Wileox erossed the plains
when six years of age with her parents.
with whom she Tlived until her marrisge
fhe passed awny in June. tau1l. In the
Wilcox family were three ehilidren, of whom
Mra. Mellee is the eldest, the othera being:
Jolm F.. of Salem: and Mary FEllen, the
wife of T. M. Johnson, of Eeho, Oregon,
To Mr. and Mrs, MeBee have lwen born ten
children. all of whom are living: Charles
()., who was born in Septemher, 1852, and
marricd Anna Sanl: Lena M. born Jdanu-
arvy 23. 1854, at home: Bertha 1. born
July 2. 1855, the wile of George W, Stew-
art. residing near Springhield. by whom she
has two children, Hlarobd and Bacille; Ina
F.. who was born Febraary 11 1857, the
wife of Frol Cline, of Springtield. and the
mather of two chiliren. Berntee aml Ralph;
Velvin, who was born November 23, 1884,
amt whe wmarrieil Beulah Woeh and resides
near Sprinelichl; Lewis B born February
51897, who has a business-college eduea-
tion amd resides at home: Fdward W, horn
January 17, 18950 Wayne W, horn July
1. 1%97; Lorie ti. horn January 22, 1901:
and Alive W., horn October 14, 1002,

Mr. MeBee is prominent amd popular in
fraternal cireles, being a member of the Odd
Fellows lodge, the Modern  Woodmen  of
Ameriea and the Patrons of Husbandry, hav.
ing filled all of the chairs in those orders,

Filuy afid] fuis pfasilys gov Gafilinted with the
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[Centennial History of Oregon by Joseph Gaston Vol 4 p.863-4]

3-2-ii. William Alfred McBee (1859-1927)
3-2-iii. Clara Mabel McBee (1860-1945)
3-2-iv. Mary Jane McBee (1865-1895)
3-2-v. Ida Marie McBee (1867-1929)

Children of John McBee and Josephine Grubbs:
3-2-1. Jesse Austin McBee (1875-1893)

3-2-ii. Henry Burton McBee (1877-1943)
3-2-iii. Elmer Francis McBee (1881-1955)
3-2-iv. Lily Myrtle McBee (1885-1961)

3-2-v. John Wesley McBee (1887-1946)

3-3. Thomas McBee [Pioneer of 1852]
b. 12 Jan 1833 Stark County, Ohio

d. 25 Jan 1859 Benton County, Oregon
burial location unknown

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD

3-4. George W. McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 13 May 1835 Stark County, Ohio

d. 19 Jan 1879 Benton County, Oregon

buried Winkle Cemetery, Benton County, Oregon

m. 13 Oct 1864 Benton County, Oregon

Missouri Elizabeth Porter

b. 20 Dec 1850 Benton County, Oregon

d. 02 Sep 1875 Benton County, Oregon

buried Winkle Cemetery, Benton County, Oregon
d/o John Edward Porter and Mary Winkle

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD
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At his residence, in this county, Jan. 19,
1879, George W. McBee, aged 43 years 8
months and 5 days, X

Deceased was born in Stark county, Ohio,
and came across the plains to Oregonin 1852,
and settled in Beaton county, where he con-
| tinuously resided until removed by death.

Was married to Miss Missouri E. Porter,
IOct. 13, 1864, who died Sept. 2, 1875. Mr.

McBee was an honorable, upright man, a
good citizen. kind friend and neighbor, and
leaves three cl.:ildrén, and a large number of
relatives and friends to mourn their loes,
His diseas: was id imonia, and
Bved caly Bins dasa afver biits. takes siok
—cut down m the very primeof life. Surely,
in ** the midst of lifc we are in death.”

[The Corvallis Gazette, Corvallis, Oregon, January 24, 1879 p.3]

- Administrator’s Notice.

OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
the undersigned has been duly appoint-
el Administrator of the estate of George
McBee, deceased, by the County Court of
Benton county, Oregon; all persons having
claims against said estate are required to
present the same to said Administrator with
the proper vouchers within six months from
this date at his residence 7 miles south of
Corvallis, in Benton county, Oregon, or. at
the office of James A. Yautis, in Corvallis.
WILLIAM H. McBEE,
Adm.’r estate of Gen. W. McBee, dec.'d.
Dated Feb. 3, 1879, 7feblG:6w4.

The Corvallis Gazette, Corvallis, Oregon, February 7, 1879 p.3]

Children of George McBee and Missouri Porter:
3-4-i. Mary Elizabeth McBee (1866-1948)
3-4-ii. William Henry McBee (1869-1942)
3-4-iii. Annie McBee (1870-1870)

3-4-iv. Rosa McBee (1873-1883)

3-5. Elizabeth McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 25 Feb 1837 Stark County, Ohio

d. 19 Dec 1889/1899 Benton County, Oregon

buried Mount Union Cemetery, Philomath, Benton County, Oregon

m. 01/31 Dec 1857 Benton County, Oregon

Andrew Jackson Linebarger [Pioneer of 1843]

b. 1829 Fountain County, Indiana

d. Jun 1861 Forest Grove, Washington County, Oregon
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buried Mount Union Cemetery, Philomath, Benton County, Oregon
ml. 22 Jan 1852 Lucy Elizabeth Gilmour
s/o Lewis and Jane (Henderson)

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD

File: Linebarger; arrived 1843, settled 1850 Linn Co; d. 1861 bur Union Cemetery, Forest Grove,
Washington Co, OR; ml. 22 Jan 1852 Lucy Eleanor Gilmour; m2. 31 Dec 1857 Elizabeth
McBeg;

Linebarger; settled in Benton Co, OR; died of pneumonia while visiting his brother in Forest
Grove; is buried in Union Cemetery, Forest Grove, Washington Co, OR (father of 1 child by first
marriage--Elizabeth; father of 2 children by second marriage--Nancy V., Mary J.)

Oregon Statesman: Jan 26, 1858 2:7 Linn Co, A.J. Linebarger m'd 31 Dec 1857 to Elizabeth
McBee
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Mrs. George (Mary) Davis
May 29, 1939

Mrs. Davis was interviewed at the Davis farm
about four miles south of Corvallis, near Muddy
Creek. Her recollection was not especially good, but
it seemed to the interviewer that the things she did
remember were reliable. She said:

“My father was Andrew Linebarger, who
settled near Tangent in Linn County in an early day,
He died when I was about a year old and I do not
remember him or know much about him.

“My mother was Elizabeth McBee. Her father,
William McBee, settled in Benton County in 1852
or 1853. The McBee donation land claim is in the
Peoria Ferry region, about nine or ten miles from
Corvallis. William McBee’s children were John,
George, William Henry, Joseph, James, Nancy, and
my mother. Aunt Nancy married Terry Smith,
brother of Green Berry Smith who was one of the big
landholders of this region in the early days. One of
Nancy’s children is Judd Smith, who still lives in the
old neighborhood about five miles from here. All the
children got a part of grandfather’s farm.

“I went to school first at the Buchanan school,
in what is now the Greenberry district. The Buchanan
and Foster children went there. 1 do not remember
the teachers. One was a man named Moreland, Part of
the time the various families of the McBee children
and the Friedley children had private teachers. One of
these was a Mr. Galbreath (or Calbreath). Then I was
two years at Philomath College, when Ezra Wyatt and
Mr. & Mrs. Biddle taught there. Philomath College
was a big school and a good school then, and every-
body had a good time.

“I had one sister, Virginia, who married Charles
Dannick. James McBee, a nephew of mine, lives by
Philomath.

“l married George W. Davis. Our children are
Leslie and Charles Davis. One of them is at home with
us and the other is farming just west of here not far
from the Independent School.”

[Oregon Pioneer Remembrances Vol 1]

Children of Andrew Linebarger and Elizabeth McBee:
3-5-i. Nancy Virginia Linebarger (1859-1935)
3-5-ii. Mary Josephine Linebarger (1860-1960)

3-6. William Henry McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 01 Oct 1839 Ray County, Missouri

d. 30 Jan 1924 Benton County, Oregon

buried Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

m. 27 Jun 1869 Benton County, Oregon

Anna Louisa Vannoy

b. 24 Jan 1851 Missouri

d. 13/18 Dec 1917 Benton County, Oregon

buried Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon
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1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD

1860: Butte Pct, Benton County, Oregon, June 26, 1860; William McBee, 58, farmer, $1440
$1977, MD; Elizabeth, 53, PA; William H., 20, farm laborer, $0 $500, MO, Joseph, 18, farm
laborer, MO; David, 16, MO; James, 14, MO; Nancy J., 12, MO; John T., 27, farmer, $0 $1000,
OH







| Mr. McBee is nﬂ 1 by twe’
daughters and one son, Mrs. R, J.
Erwin . of Gresham, Mrs.

Swarthout of Washingtos

and E. H. McBee of Pross . ““
ington, who had been ‘tlh!r? 'l',_' =

er's bedside several weeks,
The funeral service will be held
from the Presbyterian church at 3
o'clock Saturday afterhoom, .
byterian ministers will officiate ana
interment will be In Crystal Lake'
cemetery beside the grave -of the
wife and a daughter who died sev-
eral years ago. ° e T

[Corvallis Gézette Times, Corvallis, Oregon, Thursday, January 31, 1924 p.1]

-

Children of William McBee and Anna Vannoy:
3-6-i. Irena May McBee (1870-1921)

3-6-ii. Edwin Elmer McBee (1874-1931)
3-6-iii. Minnie McBee (1878-1880)

3-6-iv. Maude Evelyn McBee (1882-1965)
3-6-v. Gertrude Alice McBee (1888-1983)

3-7. Joseph McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 19 Sep 1842 Ray County, Missouri

d. 22 Dec 1920 Benton County, Oregon

buried Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

m. 23 Jun 1875 Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

Frances Jane Irwin

b. 11 Jun 1851 Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

d. 31 May 1903 Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

buried Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon
d/o Richard Stewart Irwin and Louisa Kompp
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[Joseph and Francis McBee contributed by Patti Waltman-Ingebretsen]




[Joseph and Francis McBee wedding contributed by Patti Waltman-Ingebretsen]

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD

1860: Butte Pct, Benton County, Oregon, June 26, 1860; William McBee, 58, farmer, $1440
$1977, MD; Elizabeth, 53, PA; William H., 20, farm laborer, $0 $500, MO, Joseph, 18, farm
laborer, MO; David, 16, MO; James, 14, MO; Nancy J., 12, MO; John T., 27, farmer, $0 $1000,
OH



! N THE G—RAVE' e
Death and Burial of Mrs Joseph Me-
& Bee ~She Died Sunday.

Mrs. ]osqph McBee. a 'sister of
Commissioner Erwin and James
Erwin was buried at three o'clock
yesterday afternood in the private
burial ground on the farm of - Mrs.
Richard Erwin, at the Buttes. She
died at gne famjly home south of
Corvallis, at eight o 'clock ~ Sun-
day night, of diabétes, - She was
not confined to her room with
illness until last Saturday morning,
36 hours ‘before her death, though
she had been ailing for twoor three
months. ~ So sudden was her death
that it was a great shock - to. her
family and friends. She was ubout
53 vears'of age.

‘The funeral services were conducted
by Rev. Carrick of the Presbyter-
riafi chnreh. “THey oconrred at the
home of Mrs. Erwin mother of the
déceased at the Buttes, which was
also the childhood. hours of. the de:
parted. Friends fromall over southern
Benton were present to pry a last
tribute of respect..
~ Mrs. McBee was Miss Fannie
Erwin. . She was the eldest and
only dalighté'r“"”éf Mr.” and Mrs.
Richard FErwin, who crossed the
plainsin 1§50 and dettled in Part-
land; wbere‘Mr ‘Erwin engaged in
hqsirieﬁs +“There’-Fannie Erwin
‘was borhi. In September 1851, the
family came ‘to - Corvuﬁls. where
Mr. Erwin operied a ' store, but a
short time . afterward, removed to
the Buttes, where Mr Erwin settled
on 640 acres of land, still owned by
the family. Theré Fannie Erwin
grew to womanhood, when she was
united in' marriage to Joseph Me-
Bee. She was a widely knowu and
popular woman. - She is survived
bv the huaband a‘hd seven children.

[The Weekly Gazette, Corvalhs Oregon, Wednesday, June 3, 1903 p.2]
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Children of Joseph McBee and Francis [rwin:
3-7-1. Richard Casper McBee (1876-1937)
3-7-ii. Will McBee (1880-1880)

3-7-iii. Joseph Edwin McBee (1881-1929)
3-7-iv. Leela Anna McBee (1885-1933)
3-7-v. Leora Dell McBee (1889-1964)

3-7-vi. Elizabeth Ann McBee (1891-1975)
3-7-vii. George Irwin McBee (1894-1955)
3-7-viii. Ida Josephine McBee (1895-1959)

JOSEPH McBEE. A very popular and re-
sourceful man was William McBee, who came
to Benton county in 1852 and established the
family whose wvery worthy representative is
Joseph DMcBee, a successful farmer near Cors
vallis. DBorn in Ohio in 1801, the father moved
to Alissouri with his parents when he was a boy,
and was there reared on a farm, securing such
education at the public schools as the times and
his arducws home duties permitted.  After his
marriage with Elizaheth Milligan, of Ohio, he
maoved onto another farm, where he prospered,
but at the same time desired to further improve
his condition. The result of his discontent was
that he sold his land in 1852, when he started
across the plains with ox-teams, accompanied
by his wife and children and his mother. On the
way the mother died of cholera, but otherwize
the journey was an vneventful one, and the home-
seekers arrived  at  their destination less dis-
couraged than most emigrants in the early days.
The first winter being spent in Marion county,
thier settled the next spring on a claim seven miles
south of Corvallis, Benton county, which claim
is =till in the possession of hig heirs. Mr. Me-
Fice made many improvements on his farm, and
in itz management exercised business judgment
and the greatest frugality. He had an inter-
esting persomality, and sueceeded in making



friends with all with whom he came in contact.
Samewhat of a politician, he took a keen interest
in the local undertakings of his party, althaugh
he never aspired to Nine children were
born to himself and wife, of whom W. H. is a
farmer near Corvallis; David lives in Smithville ;
and Joseph is the subject of this sketch.
Trained to farming on the patermal ranch,
Joseph McBee remained at home until he was
twenty-one, and then went to the gold fields on
the Salmon river. After mining and prospecting
for a shott time he returned to Denton county
and took up farming, and in (875 married Fan-
nic Irwin, who was born in Corvallis, and with
whom he went to housekeeping on a claim eight
miles southeast of Corvallis. In 1879 he bought
two hundred and seventy-three acres of lanid
constituting a portion of the old J. Gage dona-
tion claim, and where he is engaged in stock-
raising and general farming. He iz a Repub-
Jlican in politics, and has been a school director
for many years. Alre. MeBee, who was a
daughter of Richard and Louwisa Irwin, the
tormer of whom 15 deccased, crossed the plains
with her parents in 1850, and was reared in
Urﬁon. e was the mother of the following
children: Richard C.; Joseph E.; Lela; Leora;
Lizzie; Georgia: Ida; and Willie, deceased in
infancy. Mrs. McBee died at the home farm
‘May 3t, 1903, a devoted wife and a kind and
loving mother. Mr. McBee iz prominent in his
locality, has a fine farm and fine Durham cat-
tle, and in all his undertakings evidences thrifty

and progressive ideas.
[Portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette Valley p. 1270-3]

B

[Leela Anna McBee contributed by Patti Waltman-Ingebretsen]



3-8. David Eugene McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 16 Oct 1843 Ray County, Missouri

d. 24 Mar 1930 Lane County, Oregon

buried Inman Cemetery, Elmira, Lane County, Oregon

m. 22 Apr 1868 Benton County, Oregon

Sarah Jane Grimsley

b. 15 Sep 1852 Oregon

d. 20 May 1915 Lane County, Oregon

buried Inman Cemetery, Elmira, Lane County, Oregon

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD

1860: Butte Pct, Benton County, Oregon, June 26, 1860; William McBee, 58, farmer, $1440
$1977, MD; Elizabeth, 53, PA; William H., 20, farm laborer, $0 $500, MO, Joseph, 18, farm

laborer, MO; David, 16, MO; James, 14, MO; Nancy J., 12, MO; John T., 27, farmer, $0 $1000,
OH

Pioneer Dies — David McBee, 87,
a resident of Franklin, Lane coun- !
ty since leéaving Benton county,
died at the Pavific hospital in Eu- |
. gene on Monday. The funeral will |
be held in that vicinity. Mr. Me-
Bee, who was a pioneer of the Will-
{ amette valley, was born in Mis-
souri in 1843 and crossed the plains-
|to Oregon in 1851. The family!
settled on a donation land claim
south~of-Corvallis where Mr. Me¢-
Bee resided-until 1881. He owned
and operated four different wheat
farms-in the Corvallis district. Sell-
ing out in Benton county, he moved |
to Lane county and bought a farm
three miles from Junction City.
Later he purchased three places of
about 500 acres near Franklin. He
| resided on one of these farms un-
til his death. Mr. McBée was mar-
ried in 1870 to Miss Sarah Jane
Grimsley at Corvallis. Six children
were born to the couple ard five
! of them are living. They are Rob-
ert Lee, Lulu Ellen, Clyde Norman,
Cecil Lola and Chauncey Delone.
Relatives of Mr. McBee still re-
side in this vicinity. |

[Corvallis Gazette Times, Wednesday, March 26, 1930 p.1]


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/28005692/david-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/28005698/sarah-jane-mcbee

Children of David McBee and Sarah Grimsley:
3-8-1. Robert E. Lee McBee (1970-1944)
3-8-ii. Evelina McBee (1974-)

3-8-iii. Lula Ellen McBee (1877-1950)

3-8-iv. Clyde Norman McBee (1880-1947)
3-8-v. Cecile Lola McBee (1882-1932)

3-8-vi. Chauncy Duane McBee (1885-1934)

3-9. James P. “Doc” McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 12 Sep 1846/1847 Ray County, Missouri

d. 13 Jul 1906 Benton County, Oregon

buried Mount Union Cemetery, Philomath, Benton County, Oregon

m. 1896 Oregon

Iva May Strow

b. 07 May 1880 Alsea, Benton County, Oregon

d. 26 May 1944 Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

buried Mount Union Cemetery, Philomath, Benton County, Oregon
m2. Robert Lewis Castro

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD

1860: Butte Pct, Benton County, Oregon, June 26, 1860; William McBee, 58, farmer, $1440
$1977, MD; Elizabeth, 53, PA; William H., 20, farm laborer, $0 $500, MO, Joseph, 18, farm
laborer, MO; David, 16, MO; James, 14, MO; Nancy J., 12, MO; John T., 27, farmer, $0 $1000,
OH


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/26377239/james-p-mcbee
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LIFTED A STONE

And Blood vessel Burst in
Brain—Passing of J. P,

McBee— Another
" Pioneer.

The funeral of the late J. P.
McBee, one of the substantial citi-
zens of Benton county, occurred
from the family residence near In-
dep'endence school house Suandav.
The interment was in ‘\Tew(o—ﬁ.rs‘
cemetetyy, and® was attended by a
large concourse of relatives and
friends. The funeral service was
conducted by Rev. M. S. Bush.
Mr. McBee died Saturday morning,
after an illness of only a few days.
The cause of death was an abscess
on the braiu, and-is believed to have
been -caused by the rapture of a
blood ves<el su:tain=d whilé Mr.
McBee was. lilting lLeavily during
the removal of a woodshud, - He
was about his duties us usual after
that, but a week beforz -his death
he became violently ill and in spite
of medical aid, finally succumbed.
A short time before the end he be
came partially paralyzed.--



Mr. McBee was a thritty farmer,
and was one of the biggest land
owners in the county. He was
born in Ray county, Missouri, Sep-
tember, 1 1849. = He came to Ore-
gon with his parents, traveling by
ox team acrossthe plains in 1852,
and settled on the old dona-
tion claimw in the Willamette
‘river bottom. a dozen miles
south of Corvallis. About 1870
he movad on his own home" place -'
on the prairie, where he resided un-
til his recent occupancy of ther
farm home neap Beulah church. |
He wasa brother of Joseph and|
W. H. McBee and of David McBee, |
of Lane county, and a sisterof Mrs. |
T'. W. B. Smith of Benton. The|
surviving members of the fatmly'
are, besides the widow, Edna a.nd,
Elsie. d'mghtera. and James and |
William, sons. Mr. McBee was
an excellent citizen and an honor-
able man, 1

[The Weekly Gazette Times, Corvallis, Oregon, Tuesday, July 17, 1906 p.2]




Mrs. Ida Casiro Dies
Early This Morning

v Following an illness of several
weeks, Mrs, Ida M. Castro, a mem-
ber of one of Benton county’s early
famllles, died hcre at 3:25 this
morning.

Daughter of Alexander and Mar-
garet Jane Greer Strow, she was
born at - Alsea May 7, 1880. She
grew to womanhood in Benton coun-
ty and had since lived in Califor-
nia and Oregon.

Surviving are three daughters,
Miss Elsie McBeg, route three, Cor-
vallis; Mrs, Edna Coyne, Oakland,
California, and Mrs, Roberta Me-
Bonough, Sacramento, California;
two sons, James McBee of Lebanon,
and William, of Eugene, and four
sisters, Mrs, Mary Moore, Corval-
lis; Mrs. Franees Risen, San Car-
los, California; Mrs. W. W. Smith,
route three, Corvallis, and Mrs.
Myrtle Walker, Alsea. There are

six grandchildren.

The funeral séervice is to be Iu 1d
in the Keeney Fuperal chapel at
10:30 Mondav morning, Dr. Jesse
W. Bunch will officiate and inter-
ment will be in Mt. Union eemetery.

[Corvallis Gazette Times, Corvallis, Oregon, Friday, May 26, 1944 p.6]

Children of James McBee and Iva May Strow:
3-9-i. Elsie May McBee (1897-1996)

3-9-ii. James Shelley McBee (1898-1983)
3-9-iii. William Dewey McBee (1900-1969)
3-9-iv. Edna Lola McBee (1903-1991)

3-10. Nancy Jane McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 23 Mar 1849 Ray County, Missouri

d. 29 Sep 1916 Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

buried Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

m. 18 May 1864 Benton County, Oregon

Tyra Washington Bray Smith

b. 23 Jan 1840 St. Joseph County, Indiana

d. 25 Nov 1914 Benton County, Oregon

buried Crystal Lake Cemetery, Corvallis, Benton County, Oregon

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; William McBee, 48, farmer, $100,
MD; Elizabeth, 40, PA; Rachel, 20, OH; John, 18, farmer, OH; Thomas, 16, farmer, OH;
George, 14, OH; Elizabeth, 13, OH; William H., 11, MO; Joseph, 10, MO; [David, 7, MO]
James, 4, MO; Nancy, 2, MO; Rachel, 80, MD


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/18924190/nancy-jane-smith
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1860: Butte Pct, Benton County, Oregon, June 26, 1860; William McBee, 58, farmer, $1440
$1977, MD; Elizabeth, 53, PA; William H., 20, farm laborer, $0 $500, MO, Joseph, 18, farm
laborer, MO; David, 16, MO; James, 14, MO; Nancy J., 12, MO; John T., 27, farmer, $0 $1000,
OH

Funeral services over the remains
of the |ate Tyra W. B, Smith, Ben-
ton county ploneer, was held from the
residence of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Smith,
461 Jefferson street, at 2 o'clock this
afternoon, Dr. J. R. N. Bell officiat-
ing. Services at the grave in Crystal
Lake cemetery were under the aus-
pices of the Masonic lodge. A large
company of frlends from Corvallis
and Benton county, many of them
friends of the deceased since the
early history of Benton, were present
to pay their last tribute of respect to
a departed neighbor, and the floral
offerings were profuse and beautiful.
The bereaved widow and children
have the sincere sympathy of all In
their hour of sorrow. |

[The Weekly Gazette Times, Corvallis, Oregon, Friday, December 4, 1914 p.3]



Hnmﬁr J. Smith Passes

Mrs. Nancy J. Smith, daughter of
the late Mr. and Mra. Willam Mc-
Bee, ploneers of Benton county, and
widow of the late T. W. B. Bmith,
died at the home of her daughter,
Mrs. J. R. Smith, 461 Jefferson street
shortly after 8 o'clock last evening.
Though she had been alling a week or
more, Mrs. Smith’s condition was not
considered critical. Heart trouble
resultant from a complicated illness,
resulted In her death. Nancy J. Mc-
Bee was born in Ray county, Missourl
in 1849, and when but four or five
years of age crossed the plains with
her parents, brothers and sisters, com-
ing to Benton county and locating on
the McBee homestead south of this
city. She married T. W. B. Smith
in this county and to this union six
children were born. These include
two daughters, Mrs. J. R. 8mith, of
Corvallis, and Mrs. Chester Avery, of
Klamath Falls, and four sons, Judd,
Walter, Dick and Ed Smith, all of
Corvallis and Benton county.. Three
brothers also survive, W. H. and
Joseph McBee, of Lane county. Her
parents, four brothers and a slster pre
ceded her to the unknown. Funeral
services will be held from the resl
dence of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Smith,
461 Jefferson street, at 2:30 o'clock
Sunday afternoon. Dr. J. R. N. Bell
;wlll officiate and burial will be made
in the family burial plot in Crystal
Lake cemetery.

[Corvallis Gazette Times, Corvallis, Oregon, Saturday, September 30, 1916 p.1]

Children of Tyra Smith and Nancy McBee:
3-10-i. Olive Jane Smith (1865-1957)
3-10-ii. William Walter Smith (1866-1946)
3-10-iii. Judson George Smith (1868-1945)
3-10-iv. Elmer Hamilton Smith (1869-1926)



3-10-v. Adda Smith (1971-1953)
3-10-vi. Edgar Darwood Smith (1873-1929)

4. Thomas L. McBee [died prior to emigration]
b. 1803 Frederick County, Maryland
d. c1850 Missouri [died prior to 1850 census] or 1852 Oregon Trail (??)

m. 01 Apr 1832 Stark County, Ohio

Susannah Milligan [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 1820

d. 25 Sep 1889 Douglas County, Oregon

buried Civil Bend Cemetery, Winston, Douglas County, Oregon

d/o John Milligan

m2. 15 Jan 1857 Benton County, Oregon Alanson L. Miller (1807-1877)

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 15, 1850; Susan McBee, 35, OH; John, 17, laborer,
OH; William, 13, OH; Sarah, 10, MO; Thomas, 6, MO

ODLC: #457 Benton; Susannah McBee; b. 1815 OH; arr 22 Oct 1852; sc 21 Feb 1855; m'd Thomas
McBee 01 Apr 1833 OH; husband d. 1851 MO

1854: Benton Co Census; Susan McBee, 2 males 10-21, 1 male -10, 1 female +18, 1 female -10

File: McBee; m1. 01 Apr 1832 Stark Co, OH Thomas McBee; m2. 15 Jan 1857 Benton Co, OR Alanson
L. Miller

Children of Thomas McBee and Susannah Milligan:

4-1. John T. McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 03 Feb 1833 Stark County, Ohio

d. 19 May 1927 Douglas County, Oregon

buried Civil Bend Cemetery, Winston, Douglas County, Oregon

m. aft 1870 Douglas County, Oregon

Lucinda “Lucy” Emeline Searles

b. 04 Oct 1848 Illinois

d. 16 Jan 1922 Douglas County, Oregon

buried Civil Bend Cemetery, Winston, Douglas County, Oregon
d/o David Searles and Myra Stuart

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 15, 1850; Susan McBee, 35, OH; John, 17,
laborer, OH; William, 13, OH; Sarah, 10, MO; Thomas, 6, MO

1860: Butte Pct, Benton County, Oregon, June 26, 1860; William McBee, 58, farmer, $1440
$1977, MD; Elizabeth, 53, PA; William H., 20, farm laborer, $0 $500, MO, Joseph, 18, farm
laborer, MO; David, 16, MO; James, 14, MO; Nancy J., 12, MO; John T., 27, farmer, $0 $1000,
OH
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3Mrs. Lucy E. Mcliee.

Mrs, Luecy B MeBee, wliie of John
T, McBee, died Januwary 16 at the fam-
fly home afier an lillness of Mmainy
weeks She was 74 years old and &
ploneer resident of Oregon, avine

A R 4 S myeowes crossed the plaloa
with her parents in
1852,

Fiif ] The family [lrst
N Fit setitled nat Butte-

T iile, In Marlon

[y i

SRR L

¥ county, and later
How moved o Douglas
Flik pounty, :
- Eesides her wid-
ower, MMra. ellee
# aurvived by flve
children. They ars
g W alter, Sherman
and Allge MeBes of
Drockway, Joaiae
MeEean of Saattle,
and Mrae. Laura Parker of DHllard,
Mra. MeHee wis & memper of the
Baptizt church of Diliard., Funeral
services were held a* Broekway with
burfal &t the Civlii Hend cemetery.

[Oregonian Sunday January 29 1922 Sec 1 p6]



S.John T.McBee
Passes Away

Mrs,
the
ry

John T. McBee passed away
|‘f.1:rn113' home yesterday, Jan-
~4 'Oth, after an {llness of many
RE O Mrs. McBee was 74 years,
!;mn*‘.s and 12 days of age,

k.':h ¥ I. Searls MeBee was born in
..-|:|.-1.nf,\'. 1., October 4, 1847.
froa0%%ed the plains in 1852 and
0 near Butteviile, Oregon. In
kY “1¢ moved to Douglas county
! 'r.n vetember 18, 1870 was mar-
I.IJIlnhn T. MeBee, To this union
] lll-j'(ln.n were born all of whom
]v.r;mrg With the exception of one,
-;Md quourn her death I8 her
Py phn T. McBee, and five
o, Walter, Sherman and Joste
e of Brockway, Addie McBee,
- ’{.ﬁ ind Laura Parker, Dillard,
. m]dM grandchildren, Ruth, Don-
A r Darrell Parker. One glater,
'S, _.'uun Arrington of Crescent
Y. .;.tm furvives, These relatives
AR her bed side till the end.
AVes one step-sister, Mrs. Eliza-
3 Sherwood, Oregon, and
o n‘l't friends and neighbora.
n‘fu MeBee was a member of the
P, “hurch at Dillard,

h:::::l services will ba held at
A 4! Brockway, January 18,
o .. and burlal will follow in
Vil Bend cemetery,

v

[The News-Review, Roseburg, Oregon, Tuesday, January 17, 1922 p.1]



JONT.MBEE
BROCKWWAY PIONEE
DIE3 AT AGE OF 34

John T. McDBee, one of the best
known pioneer residents of the
Brockway viecinity, dled at his
home last night. Mr. McDee came
across the plains to Oregon In 1852

¥ and gince that time had been a
rosident of the state.

He was born in Stark county,
(Ohio, February 3, 1833 and moved
from that state to Missouri where
he joined a wagon train to the
const in the spring of '62, reaching
Poriland by way of The Dalles,
in the fall of that year. He settled
in the Willamette valley and re-
mained there for ten years and
then came to Douglas county and
toolkk up a claim at Brockway
where he resided until the time of
his death. His wife passed away
about five years ago.

He is survived by five ehildren,
Walter and Josie of Brockway,
Addie of Seattle, Sherman, and
Mrs, Laura Parker of Brockway.
He also leaves a brother, Thomas,
of Bridge.

During his life he wans a very ac-
tive man in community life, tnking
a leading part in any movement
for the beneft or improvement of
the community.

The funeral services are to be
held, at the family home Sunday af- |
fornoon at 2 o'clock, {.{mﬂnplpql by |
M. E. Ritter, funeral direc tor ‘ot

#:the = Rosehurg Tfllﬂt'r!nkinp; com- |

pany. Rev. H. E. Mow, pastor of

the Christian church at Rosebure, |

will officiate. Interment will take
1 <

[The News-Review, Roseburg, Oregon, Friday, May 20, 1927 p.3]

Children of John McBee and Susannah Milligan:
4-1-1. Walter McBee (1871-1937)

4-1-ii. Josephine McBee (1873-1956)

4-1-iii. Addie McBee (1875-1956)



4-1-iv. Sammy McBee (1878-1879)
4-1-v. Sherman McBee (1880-1959)
4-1-vi. Laura J. McBee (1882-1940)

4-2. Sarah J. McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 1840 Ray County, Missouri

d. 1899 Douglas County, Oregon

buried Civil Bend Cemetery, Winston, Douglas County, Oregon

m. 1865 Oregon

James Allen Velzian

b. 1836

d. 1926 Oregon

buried Civil Bend Cemetery, Winston, Douglas County, Oregon

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 15, 1850; Susan McBee, 35, OH; John, 17,
laborer, OH; William, 13, OH; Sarah, 10, MO; Thomas, 6, MO

Children of James Velzian and Sarah McBee:
4-2-1. Maggie Velzian (1866-)

4-2-1i. Susan Velzian (1868-)

4-2-iii. Howard Velzian (1870-1954)

4-2-iv. Ida Velzian (1873-)

4-2-v. Emest Velzian (1874-)

4-2-vi. Jesse Belle Velzian (1877-1954)
4-2-vii. Metz Velzian (1879-)

4-2-viii. Bert Velzian (1890- )

4-3. William H. McBee [Pioneer of 1852]
b. 11 Sep 1842 Ray County, Missouri

d. 09 Jan 1907 Coos County, Oregon
burial location unknown

m. 07 Jul 1880 Oregon

Caroline Augusta Rose

b. 1850 New York

d. 20 Feb 1929 Multnomah County, Oregon
burial location unknown

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 15, 1850; Susan McBee, 35, OH; John, 17,
laborer, OH; William, 13, OH; Sarah, 10, MO; Thomas, 6, MO

“William McBee: lives six miles south of Roseburg on South Umpqua; is a farmer; was born
September 11, 1842, in Ray county, Missouri; came to coast in 1852 and to county in 1857;
married July 7, 1880, to Caroline A. Rose.” [History of Southern Oregon by Albert G. Walling
p.514]

Note: may be buried in Enchanted Prairie Cemetery, Coos County, Oregon. No listing found for
them in findagrave.

4-4. Thomas James McBee [Pioneer of 1852]
b. 30 Sep 1844/47 Ray County, Missouri


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/32308066/sarah-j-velzian
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d. 09 Jan 1929 Myrtle Point, Coos County, Oregon
buried Enchanted Prairie Cemetery, Coos County, Oregon

ml. 1867

Sarah Jane Ingram

b. 1851 Oregon

d. 05 Nov 1868 Douglas County, Oregon

buried Civil Bend Cemetery, Winston, Douglas County, Oregon

m2. 29 Oct 1869

America Catherine Belieu

b. 18 Mar 1851 Winston, Douglas County, Oregon

d. 23 Jul 1939 Coos County, Oregon

buried Enchanted Prairie Cemetery, Coos County, Oregon
d/o Michael Belieu and Eliza Jane Hill

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 15, 1850; Susan McBee, 35, OH; John, 17,
laborer, OH; William, 13, OH; Sarah, 10, MO; Thomas, 6, MO

WBEE FUNERAL
HELD WEDNESDAY

(Special to Coos Bg 'fimes)

MYRTLE POINT, Jan. 15 —
Thomas James McBee who was
familiarly known as “Uncle Tom”
McBee who died last Wednesday
at his home three miles east of
Bridge was one of the older pion-
eers of Coos and Doqglas counties.
He was born in Ray county,
Missouri, September 30, 1847, He
}made the trip across the plains
{ with his mother in 1852, his father
‘dying while crossing the plains,
leaving his wife with her family
{of children to finish the journey.
{Mrs. McBee with her family ar-
%rived in Portland when her baby,
' Tom, was only four years of age.



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30913855/thomas-james-mcbee
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To Douglas County

Mr. McBee's mother moved from
Portland to Douglas county where
for many years the family made
a home. In March 1867 Mr, Mc-
Eee was married to America Belieu
‘at Vancouver, Wash. When the
‘couple came to Coos county there
was only a narrow pack trail over
which provisions had to be packed
in from Roseburg. Mr. McBee
hauled freight from Roseburg to
Fort Klamath at the time of the
Indian war and in early days
drove the stages.

The pioneer was very active and
oiten walked three miles to Re-
,mote and cared fox cows and
chickens on his ranch up to within

| four days of his death.
. He is curvived by his wife and
'sons Richard, Bandof; Dow, Clyde,
'Delbert, Bridge, Ore; daughter
Millie Bryant, Bridge and twelve
grandchildren. Three other chil-
dren passed away several years
ago.

The funeral was held at 2 o'clock |
Friday afternoon at Myrtle Point
with interment at the Enchanted
Cemetery with Rev, Wiley in
charge of the service, The fun-
eral was a large one, many friends
gathering to pay last Yespects to
the aged man.

[The World, Coos County, Oregon, Tuesday, January 15, 1929 p.3]

Children of Thomas McBee and America Belieu:
4-4-1. Richard J. McBee (1869-1963)

4-4-ii. William McBee (1871-1907)

4-4-iii. Lorenzo Dow McBee (1877-1954)
4-4-iv. Clyde McBee (1881-1959)

4-4-v. Delbert L. Mcbee (1885-1968)

4-4-vi. Mildred A. McBee (1891-1957)

5 James Riley McBee [did not emigrate]

b. 03 Dec 1809 Frederick County, Maryland

d. 26 Jan 1863 Ray County, Missouri

buried Tinney Grove Cemetery, Tinney Grove, Ray County, Missouri



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/20382872/james-riley-mcbee

m. 1831

Elizabeth Houston

b. 25 Feb 1814

d. 06 Mar 1893 Missouri

buried McBee Chapel Cemetery, Carroll County, Missouri

6. Levi McBee [pioneer of 1852]

b. 25 Apr 1811 Frederick County, Maryland

d. May 1852 on Oregon Trail near Ft. Kearney, Nebraska of cholera
burial location unknown

m. 31 Jan 1833 Stark County, Ohio

Elizabeth Barbara Ream

b. 15 May 1815 Stark County, Ohio

d. May 1852 Ash Hollow, Nebraska of cholera
burial location unknown

d/o Peter Ream and Barbara Ann Smith

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; Levi McBee, 35, farmer. $600, IN;
Elizabeth, 34, OH; Barbary, 13, OH; Isaiah, 10, MO; Caroline, 9, MO; Mary, 7, MO; Rebecca, 4, MO;
Henry, 2, MO

“On April 1, 1852 Levi and Barbara McBee and their six children set off on the Oregon Trail for a better
life in far off Oregon. There were about fifteen ox teams in the wagon train from Ray County, Missouri,
most of them owned by their immediate relatives. The day after they crossed the Missouri River a
council was called and Levi was elected Captain of the train. While the election was being held, the
horses had wandered around a bend in the river and when the men went to look for them they discovered
they had been stolen by the Indians.

After crossing the Platte River, Levi McBee took the cholera and died that same day. He was buried at
Fort Kearney. His wife, Barbara, contracted cholera several days later and died at Ash Hollow on the
North Platte River. She had shortly before delivered a baby and both the baby and three year old Henry
McBee died soon after their mother.” [Gwen Boyer Bjorkman, "Five Orphans Of The Oregon Trail"
Seattle Genealogical Society Bulletin (Winter 1997) pp. 65-68. per findagrave.com]

Notes Elizabeth McBee; gave birth on trail, she died of cholera near Ash Hollow, NE and infant died
also

Children of Levi Mcbee and Barbara Ream:
6-1. William Ream McBee

b. 09 Feb 1834 Stark County, Ohio

d. 09 Aug 1834 Stark County, Ohio

6-2. Susan McBee
b. 21 May 1835 Stark County, Ohio
d. 20 Aug 1838 Ray County, Missouri

6-3. Barbara Ann McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 14 Sep 1837 Ray County, Missouri

d. 15 Apr 1927 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

buried Rose City Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/91515559/elizabeth-mcbee
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/48382411/barbara-ann-chambreau

m. 13 Dec 1852 Washington County, Oregon

Edouard Emanuel Chambreau

b. 12 Jan 1821 France

d. 20 Feb 1902 Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

buried Rose City Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; Levi McBee, 35, farmer. $600, IN;
Elizabeth, 34, OH; Barbary, 13, OH; Isaiah, 10, MO; Caroline, 9, MO; Mary, 7, MO; Rebecca, 4,
MO; Henry, 2, MO

CHAMRMEAU—1n thim ¢y, Aprll 75,
127, Barbhsra Anmn Chambreaw, miolbhee

al &lifm, Helen 4% Waikina, i3 1. uand
L, &, Thanibrean of Porilawnd, J. f.
Chambreay  of Giendafs,  Cul,  mnd
W, W, Chambraay of Des Molies, la.
Felende mee Ipvited to aiceod iha Fu-
neral sarvicer AMapnday, Aprll FELHTT

ar 1130 P. M, a1t the chap®] of Edward
Holmar & Sqap,. Hewihorie av¥. 18 2TLH
al. Ime=pment fRann Uiy rgimaiory, Liss
Malnos, 8., BSin Frandigca lind Lok
| Angoies, Uul., pnpsrs planks: capy,

[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, April 15, 1927 p. 6]


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/48382767/edward-emanuel-chambreau

DEATH OF

Noted

CAPT. CHAMBREAU

Indinn ¥Mighicr Dies
Vincent s IXowsplital,

Edward {‘hambrenu,

nt MNt.

Cantain

Rl  years
old, one of the hest-Known Indinan seouls

and fighters of the Pncelnce
enrly this morning at 8t, Vincent's [Tos.
pital from kiiney trouble. ¥e war born
in the Departmoent of the Maselle, TFrance,
January 12, 1521, and when he wns o meroe
boy hla fnther becaumn involved in polit-
jeal trouble und moved with his famifly
te  Montreal, Qurhec. Haore Tlwinred
Chambreau lved until he wans about In
yoears olid, and then he was fllled with n
denire o ree 0 bit of the world for him-
aeli., Naturally fond of horaes, he Jotped
Bable Iiros.’ clreus, and tourad the At-
Inntle Statca with the sthow, ns clown
and chief merry-mnker. He went up the
Missisarippl  River with  the show, and
hud renchea st Touls, Mo, in 1848, when
be saw men rnilsting for the Moexican
War. “Come along, bhoys; let'n xOo tn
war.'” he sald to o fow 'friends, and they
onlisted.

After returning tn St. f.onla to bHe mun-
tercedd out n 1847, he met n party of plo-
necrs who wiahec nn experienrarl xuldga to
conduect them across the pianlns, and he
ngreed 1o lead the NArty. They Iandesd
nt Tha Dallen, nnn Chnmbirenw eclehrn te

conet, edled

his arrival in Or¢gon hy rerving as one
af the resecuers appolnted by Governor
Ogden to hring to a plnce of safety the
survivors of the Whitman massacre. He
afterward entered the employment of }hf:
Jludson's Bay Company, nt Vancouver,
Wiash.,, hut cnught the gold tcverl]’fe'
valling in California, and went South l!.o
beeonie 2 4fer. Tn 1IRGZ he marrled M'l"l
I¥arbara Ann Melee, at Forest Grove,
il sha survives him. ‘Cheir homae w'll.:
In Partiand. whera he was onsl-lﬂ'i‘d_

bBusxinesx. Then he bought a farm nu\‘l"
Vauncouver, where he was busy At wor
untli the Indian YWar of 1856 broke ubon
Oregon, ¥}n  served with distinctlon
throughout the cnampaign, and then I:e
nioved ta Tho Dallea, nml afterward to
Tyeh Valley, where he estnahlished ;‘l
trading post, which he conducted with
sueccss untdl 1848, and was in adddition
Justive af the IPeace for the district.
alro had n poet ot 1Barlow’s Gote, but
ha moverd to this ity agnln, nnd siarterd
in tho furnliure business, helng o Buf-
freer In the groal nre whiclhh swept FPort.
Innmd shortly afterwnard, when 14 blocks
were bhurned to the ground.

When the Indlan War of IR75 broke out,
Chambirean was one or the first men to
offer his servicees to the (Government, and
he  waws appointed interpreter amd scout
by Genoral Q. ), Hownrd, 'n hls deal-
Ings with the Indlans he was very suc-
eessful. and was noted ar his hravery,
enduranes and tnet,. It s paid that it
wax Iargely through hia cfforts and the
conlldence he insapired among the Indians
thnt peaes was hroueht about sooner
than the Indlnnse wirhod, 1n 18S0 he en-
rastedl In the grocery busineas nt  the
northeast corner of Tifth and Morrison
#lrocta, and then he hought a farm near
P'artland Helghts, about four miles from

the 2ity, In 1588 he moved tn San Fran-
cleen,  where he was appreointed nld to
Cicneral O, 0O, Haward, Tepartment Com-
mander, and accupied that posjtion untll
NI, Then he returned to Dortland, when

he rotlred from nn
nnd sowche i well-earned rest.
waxs poaor, but he never give
#lrtert on out-daor exercisa, About one
month napo his malady haad Inerenacd to
nuch an extent that Bla removnl was or-
dered (o Ht. Vincent's Jospital, where he
dicd this morning.

Captaln Chambreau wne a member of
the Indian War Veteraus' Aseaclation, the
Pionesrs' Assaclation, IRvd Men, Kxcmpt
Firemen's Aseocintion. and Multnomah
Isnisine N, 2, Benevalont Assn-
clation, survived hy his= widow
Ronx, Joreph J.. Charlexs H.,
amd Wihilam W., and by Lwo
fdauphters, Mre, IFrank Watkins,
Dr. Relle J. .\Im:l)mul.h:l.
O Now Y k Chty, Captain Chamhbroeait's
#turdy personality and  genial  gualities
endeared - him tn n hoat  of friendas
thraoughnut the Cregon couniry.

netive businoess life
iTia health
in, and in-

mareled
or this olts. and

[Oregonian, Portland Oregon, Febru;ry 20, 1902 p.2]

He




FUNERAL OF LATE CAPTAIN EDWARD CHAMBREAU
SATURDAY.

INDIAN WAR VETERANS WILL PAY LAST TRIBUTE TO HIS AIIM.
ORY.

The funeral of the lats Captain Edwnrd Chambrenu, ploneer citimen and noted
Indian fighter, will be held at 2:30 P, AT, Saturduay from the Calvary Presbyterian
Church. Tho Indlan War Vetarans, of which decensed wns o prominent mem-
ber, will arsemble at 2 o'clock at the undertaking rocomus of Finley & Son,
for the purposs of wstiending the services In o body, on orlar to that uoffect
having boon fssuad by drand Commander T. A. Woodl. Tha neeomnpanying ple-
ture Is on excellent llkeness of Captain Chambrenu. The funernl will pProbably ho
one of the lurgest held in this clty for roma thme, and mnny porsons will take
this opportunity of paying thelr last respects to n brave and intropid woldler, who
was or carnest and effectual In pence s In war, and who pluyed his part in the
duveloping and upbuliding of I*ortland and of Oregan.

[Oregonian, Friday, February 21, 1902]
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§§ r Leter to becoms useful citisens and themoelves fathsrs and mothers
of & new and rising generation. It was thess plonsers and their
F f\ gl\ ohildren who cerved out the ground State of Oregon from the forsstes
- and the wilderness, who braved ths hostils saveges and made it
“posaible for the march of civilizaetion and development to continue
g 5 its ocourse,
S\\ The trials of the trip snd the virtusl duties of a young
.mihﬂt thrust upon Barbara Ann through the death of her parents,
& made of her a womun quite beyond her years In experisncs, though

very youthful in sppearsnce, She—weslindly and lowinglV trvited

$wuhmm:&quiﬁl. Tuking leev® of"
har gunt Suay and bidding-geodbye to hsr brothars and sisteve ahe
wooompunied the Clarks' to thelr home., Thut was about November 1,
1853,

A Tomanoe wie soon to enter the 1ife of Barbara Ann, At
thut time marriageble young girls were vary sBoarce in Oragon and it
was soon known fer and wide that there wes & young woman of unusual
beauty, refinsd and dignifisd stosping with the Clarks nssr Forest
& Grove, Many wers the cmﬁuu and devices ussd for explaining un-

F\i\ expected and unsolicited calla on the Clarks by men both young and
ﬂl middle aged, The new arrival was of courses the prinoipal point of
E L interest but all such epprosohes were sucgesefully realsted, however
" net for long.

On one of Mr. Clark's business tripe to Portland the latter
p}rt of Wsyember or early in December 1853 he met while there a friend,













P71

In 1BB8 or 1888 sold ths trading post and moved to Salem,
oregon. In 1870 movsd tc Portland, FRemained in Portland until 1888
then moved to San Francisco, California. Moved back to Portland in
1889 whers she hus sinoe made her home. For many years Mré Chambresu
hes spent her summers at Long Beach, Washington, where she im widely
end lovingly known snd affectionately addrassed by her many friends
&8 "Grandma Chambreaun®,

During the puat eeveral yosrs and since she had reaghed
the advanced age of eighty years ¥re. Chambresu has mads ssvarsl
trips scross the continent to New York to visit her daughter, Dr.
Bells J. Maodonald now decemsad., Only two yoars age lrs. Chambreau
visited her son Mr. W, W, Chambreaun in Das Molinee, Towe and while
thers jokinzly remarked to some friends that she would be beck acein
some time 1f her son remaimed in Des Molmes. H-r courage and de-
termination have alweys been remarkable and these long tripe wt her
age indicste thut ehe 8till is full of vitality and loves to be
aotive,

Mrs, Chasbrosy hes slweys been & devout Chrietlan woman
and for many ysars haa been an active member of the Calvary Preaby-
terian Church in Portland, Oregon., In her younger days she was
gotive in Church work andoerried good cheer and comfort tomany &
slok room. Even with the navo of her own large family she never
falled to answer & call for halp from & neighbor or transient stranger.

Mrs. Chanbrosu 18 o member of the Oregon Historicel Soolety,
the Indisn War Vetersns Asecciatlon and the Oregon Plomeers Associs-
tion, being & plonser of 1853,

Only five of Mre, Chambreau's eleven children ere now
living, they sre

Joseph J. Chambresu of Los Angelss, Californis

Charles H. Chambresu

Luck &. Chambreau snd

¥Mre, Helen O. Watkins of Portland, Oregon &and
William W, Chambresu of Des Molnes, Iowa.

Children of Edward Chambreau and Barbara McBee:
6-3-i. Edward Emanuel Chambreau (1854-1875)
6-3-i1 Bell Joan Chambreau (1856-1923)

6-3-iii. Joseph Julian Chambreah (1858-1952)



6-3-iv. Mary Elizabeth Chambreau (1859-1860)
6-3-v. Caroline Davis Chambreau (1863-1892)
6-3-vi. Carrie Chambreau (1865-1892)

6-3-vii.. Levi Chambreau (1866-1871)

6-3-viii.. Charles Henry Chambreau (1867-1931)
6-3-ix. Abraham Luck Chambreau (1868-1937))
6-3-x.. Georgia Maude Chambreau (1871-1902)
6-3-xi. William Wadham Chambreau (1875-1954)
6-3-xii. Helen C. Chambreau (1878-1979)

6-4. Isaiah L. McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 09 Feb 1840 Ray County, Missouri

d. 05 Apr 1915 Deer Island, Columbia County, Oregon

buried Kinder Cemetery, Deer Island, Columbia County, Oregon

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; Levi McBee, 35, farmer. $600, IN;
Elizabeth, 34, OH; Barbary, 13, OH; Isaiah, 10, MO; Caroline, 9, MO; Mary, 7, MO; Rebecca, 4,
MO; Henry, 2, MO

l. L. WBEE KNOWN HERE

Dcally of Pioneer of 1852 Ends Ac-
tive Carecr in West.

Se—

Isajah L.l McBee, who died on his
farm near St. llelens last week, was
well known In Portland, where ke had
lived for many years. Afr. McBee was
& ploneer of 1852, and was 78 years old
at the time of hia death, Ile came to
Portland from Mlssouri and first found
employment at King's Tannery, along
Tanner's Creek, la later went to Van-
couver, Wash, and from there into
Eastern Oregon.

After a year's residence in the coun-
'try -Mr. McBea removed to a blg ranch
in Klickitat, pear Goldendale. He
lived there .for nearly 30 years, and
then came to Portland sgain. About
two years ago he left this city for his
farm near St. Helens

Mr, McBee was ¢ngaged as a black-
gmith during the¢ time he lived near
Goldendale, but was primarily inter=
ested in wheat farming. Ilis property
In Oregon and Washington, Including
some residence property in Portland,
is valued around $150,600. He never
married. Mrs. B. A. Chambreau, of
Long Beach, Wash., mother of C. IL
Chambreau, of Portland, was a sister
of JMr. McBee.

[Oregonian, April 11, 1915 Sec 3 p.9]

6-5. Caroline McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 19 Feb 1842 Ray County, Missouri

d. 11 Jun 1935 Okanogan County, Washington

buried Mountain View Cemetery, Loomis, Okanogan County, Washington



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/32759600/isaiah-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/130414023/caroline-beeman

m. 24 Feb 1856 Douglas County, Oregon

Rufus Horatio Beeman [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 03 Aug 1832/3 Warren County, Pennsylvania

d. 11 Feb 1924 Okanogan County, Washington

buried Mountain View Cemetery, Loomis, Okanogan County, Washington

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; Levi McBee, 35, farmer. $600, IN;
Elizabeth, 34, OH; Barbary, 13, OH; Isaiah, 10, MO; Caroline, 9, MO; Mary, 7, MO; Rebecca, 4,
MO; Henry, 2, MO

- - -

Mrs. Caroline M. Beeman, of Tonasket,
Okanogan County, Wash., a plonesr of
1852, was In Portland a few days A0
for the first t!me in more than G0 years.
Egmwh. f.ri:.nd.muthlr lﬂi two
died w e following a Ore-
The remaining

rough
aister,
living at Long Beach, Wash., and for
many years & resident of Fortland, had

—

Mrs, Beeman as her guest a few days
ago. The meeting of the two sisters

was the first since they crossed the
plains.

LA .
[Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Sunday, September 10, 1916 Sec 1 p.13]

RUFUS B BERMAN,


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/47653046/rufus-horatio-beeman

RUFUS H. BEEMAN. President Roosevelt is
said to admire men who ‘“do things.” We feel sure
that had he had the opportunity of knowing the sub-
ject of this article, he would, for that reason, be well
immpressed with him. A doughty pioneer, an intrepid
Indian fighter, a sociable and generous man. a pa-
triotic citizen, Mr. Beeman is one among a thousand
and a brief review of his intensely interesting career
will be profitable and interesting reading for the his-
tory of Nez Perces county.,

Rufus H. Beeman was born in McKean, Pennsyl-
vania, on August 3, 1832. His father was a lumber-
man and a native of Connecticut, and his family had
been residents of New England for many generations.
The mother of our subject was a native of Pennsylva-
nia, and three vears after the death of Mr. Beeman
she married Mr. McIntosh, a native of Scotland.
Shortly after this, the family removed to Potosi, Wis-
consin, and there Mr. McIntosh mined and later dis-
covered a very valuable lead mine. When twelve,
Rufus left home and resided with Mr. Parker, a miner,
where he attended school a part of each year and
worked in the mines the balance of the time for six
vears. In 1852 he came to the Cascades, Oregon,
herded cattle, cleared land and boated on the Colum-
bia. In 1854, we see him in Roseburg and from then
until 1861, he had a freight train from there to Jack-
sonville, Oregon. During the Rogue river Indian

war in 1855 and 1856, he ift)ught theasavages and par-
ticipated in the battle of Hungry Hill, said to be the
bloodiest battle ever fought on the coast. He was
about to be killed, while assisting a wounded com-
rade, but managed to escape without a scratch. He
was in Company C, Ninth Regiment, under Captain
Rynearson and Colonel John E. Ross. He came to
Walla Walla in 1861 and there freighted and farmed
until 1872. In 1874 Mr. Beeman removed to Genesee
valley and bought five hundred and sixty acres of
land. He cultivated it to the cereals and while there
ran for sheriff and was defeated by one vote. Seven-
teen years were spent there and part of that time
lie operated a general store, but while trade was good
his collections were poor and therefore he was obliged
to withdraw from the field. He then bought a half
section in the Potlach country near Juliaetta and about
a year before the opening of the reservation, he sold
it and bought cattlee When the reservation opened
he came hither and rented land from the Indians, one
section in one place and two hundred and forty acres
in Garden Gulch. His daughter, Clara B., filed on a
quarter and that with other rented land, was culti-
vated to oats and flax, having nearly five hundred acres
all told. Mr. Beeman is one of the largest farmers in
this portion of the county and is abundantly prospered.



On February 19, 1856, at Roseburgh, Oregon, Mr.
Beeman married Miss Caroline, daughter of Levi and
Elizabeth (Ream) McBee, natives of Ohio and Mary-
land, respectively; both died while crossing the plains
in 1852, Mrs. Beeman was born in Missouri, on Feb-
ruary 19, 1842, was with relatives at the Cascades,
Oregon, for a time and then lived with E, F. McNall
at Roseburg until she was married. She has one
brother, Isaiah, a blacksmith and farmer, near Golden-
dale, Washington. Mr. Beeman has one sister, Sarah,
wife of Abraham Anderson, in Lafayete, Pennsylva-
nia.” Mrs. Beeman also has two sisters, Barbara A.,
wife of Edward Chambreau, at Portland; Rebecca,
wife of Isaac Knighton, a farmer in Morrow county,
Oregon. To Mr. and Mrs. Beeman, twelve children
have been born, named as follows: Henry, in Wallowa
county, Oregon; Francis M., a herder, in Okanogan
county, Washington; Frederick S., William Charles,
all stockmen in the same place; Egbert, at home; Le-
roy, also at home; Mary E., wife of Joseph Henry, a
freighter, near Milton, Oregon; Rosella, wife of
L.ewis Taber, a farmer near Ellensburg, Washington;
Lura, wife of Jack Johnson, a farmer in Okanogan
county ; Adelia, at home; Anna, born August §, 1864
and died October 16, 1883, and was the wife of Albert
Fansler, a native of Virginia, and she left one child,
Iris, who died aged fourteen: Arabelle A., died June
22, 1806, aged twenty-three years, three months and
two days. Mr. Beeman was an active Democrat in
earlier days, but is not so much so now. He is a re-
spected and prominent man in this community.

[An illustrated history of north Idaho: embracing Nez Perces, Idaho, Latah, Kootenai and
Shoshone counties, state of Idaho, Published 1903, p. 256]



Subject: Re: Oregon Pioneers

From: c/o Karen Snyder <kabob@willapabay.org>
Date: Wed, 20 Nov 2002 21:31:29 -0800

To: "Stephenie Flora" <sflora@teleport.com>

Stephenie,

1 would love to be in touch with the others who are researching the McBees in 1852, As you'll see
from the story, the wagon train was made up of Caroline's aunts and uncles, so there's a strong
likelihood they may be related. Here's the story:

This story was dictated to my Uncle Victor Wellington Snyder by Caroline McBee Beeman for a
school assignment that he did in the early 1930's.

CROSSING THE PLAINS IN 1852

The following are some of the experiences of Mrs. Caroline Beeman while crossing the Plains in
1852 and after arriving on this side.

"We started on April 1 in the year of 1852 from Ray County, Missouri. There were about fifteen ox
teams in the train, most of them being owned by my immediate relatives. Most of the people in the
train were my cousins, aunts, uncles, etc. My father owned two of the teams and my uncles owned one
or two teams each.

It was but a few days journey until we reached the Missouri River. It was there that I saw the first
Indians that I had ever seen and there was one little girl that didn't get much sleep that night because
she was afraid of being scalped by the red-skins.

The day after we crossed the Missouri a council was called to elect a captain of the train. My father,
Levi McBee, was elected captain. While the election was being held the horses we had brought with
us had wandered around a bend in the river and when the men went to look for them they discovered
that they had been stolen by the Indians. After this slight experience with the Indians they did not
bother us much because the Cavalry was out on the Plains most of the summer and the Indians were
somewhat afraid of them.

The next important river we crossed was the Platte. It was shortly after we crossed this river that
Father took the cholera and died of it. It was noon and we had stopped for dinner that Father for the
first time began to complain about being sick. He kept complaining all the rest of the afternoon and
that night he became very sick and died. The next day he was buried on the Plains much in the same
manner that the other unlucky ones were buried who died while crossing the Plains.

Several times on the way over we had to make "dry camp” because of the scarcity of water to camp
by and sometimes the water supply that we had with us was so low that part of the men would have to
go on ahead and hunt for water. This water was usually gotten for the stock and horses. One time
several of us girls went with the men to get the water and when we returned there were quite a number
of foot-sore girls in the party because of the lack of shoes and we had to walk about twelve miles
through the hot sun.

We hardly ever had any trouble about getting wood for the fires as there was usually plenty of sage
brush on the Plains and in the more arid sections. Along the rivers and the streams we could find
plenty of willows and cottonwood trees. If neither of these were available we could always find
"buffalo chips" which were plentiful on the Plains at that time although we saw very few herds of
buffalo. There were many large herds of Indian ponies on the Plains. Some of us children thought
they were about the most beautiful animals we had ever seen.

We came by way of Fort Boise and from there to the Cascades taking about six months to reach the



Cascades from Missouri. My aunt was in charge of us children since Father's death. When we got to
the Cascades we had a chance to stay with some folks just on the other side of the mountains and we
decided to stay there awhile. The rest of my relatives went on and settled around Forest Grove,
Portland and Corvallis, Oregon Territory.

Early in the Spring of 1853 we went on to the Columbia River and we planned to go to Portland by
way of boat. At that time there was only one steamboat in this part of the country. We had to carry
our packs of personal belongings over a pack trail about five miles long. We reached the boat landing
just after the boat had left for its trip to Portland.

When we reached the boat landing we discovered that the boat only made the trip twice a week.

For a time we were at a loss as to what we were going to do or where we were going to stay until the
boat should come back again. Finally a man came up to us and told us that we had better go to a hotel
about a quarter of a mile away. Another man standing nearby invited us to come and stay with him; he
said the hotel was probably full anyway.

When time came to continue on with he trip, Mr. McNall asked me to stay with him and this I did,
partly because he had potatoes which he cooked with "the skins on," (this was the first time I had eaten
any potatoes since we had left Missouri and they were very appetizing) and partly because they had a
little baby of which I was very fond.

Mr. Wells, the captain of the boat, had sent for his wife to come out to Oregon. At the last of the
journey she became sick. Her husband, hearing of this, sent McNall to meet her and to see that she
arrived safely. When Mrs. Wells arrived she persuaded me to go on to Oregon City and live there with
her. On my arrival in Portland I saw one of my brothers-in-law on the street and he took me up to the
house to see my sister Mrs. Chambreau. She coaxed me to stay with her and go to school instead of
going on to Oregon City with Mrs. Wells.

In the Spring of 1853 Portland was a typical frontier town. It had one main street that ran along the
Willamette River. It had a few stores, and plenty of saloons and gambling halls. There was one church
and one schoolhouse; the church was Catholic. The school was a little one-room building. The timber
grew very near the water's edge and as soon as a little space was cleared off a new house would go up
in this spot.

As stated before the schoolhouse was a small one-room structure. It wasn't very much to brag
about although it was of frame structure and it served the purpose very well. We had a woman teacher
and as for knowledge it would hot have taken a very smart person to be as intelligent as she. We used
the much-famed slates that you hear some of the old-timers telling about. For desks we had some wide
boards with legs nailed on them. We sometimes thought that the wood the seats were made of was
mighty hard. Portland had the total enroliment of thirty in their public schools at that time.

In the late Spring after school was out I got in a quarrel with my sister's husband, Mr. Chambreau,
because he said that I did not wash the water bucket as clean as I should have. When Mr. McNall
came along later in the day and asked me if I wanted to go home with him, I gladly accepted. 1 told
him that I would be ready in the morning. That night Mr. Chambreau said 1 couldn't go. 1 was very
determined and when Mr. McNall came the next morning before the rest of the family was awake, I left
without even taking any extra clothes with me. I sent for them later.

In 1855 Mr. McNall moved to Douglas County, Oregon and I went there with him. A year later I
married a Mr. Rufiis Beeman."

Children of Rufus Beeman and Caroline McBee:
6-5-1 Mary Algenora Beeman (1857-1942)
6-5-ii. Richard Henry Beeman (1858-1926)
6-5-iii. Rosella Winetta Beeman (1861-1934)
6-5-iv. Anna Laura Beeman (1864-1883)

6-5-v. Francis Marion Beeman (1866-1956)
6-5-vi. Frederick Seymore Beeman (1868-1957)
6-5-vii. William Edwin Beeman (1870-1955)
6-5-viii. Arabelle A. Beeman (1873-1896)
6-5-ix. Charles Augustus Beeman (1875-1955)



6-5-x. Egbert Garrett Beeman (1878-1964)
6-5-xii. Lura Beeman (1880-1966)

6-5-xii. Adelia Beeman (1883-1978)
6-5-xiii. Leroy Beeman (1886-1959)

6-6. Mary Pauline McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 10 Feb 1844 Ray County, Missouri

d. 22 Aug 1896 Goldendale, Klickitat County, Washington

buried [OOF Mountain View Cemetery, Goldendale, Klickitat County, Washington

ml. 24 Dec 1857 Washington County, Oregon

George Washington Wilkes

b. Apr 1834 Hendricks County, Indiana

d. 1866 Washington County, Oregon

buried Union Point Cemetery, Banks, Washington County, Oregon

m2. 1867

William R. Radcliff

b. 1834

d. 21 May 1897

buried IOOF Mountain View Cemetery, Goldendale, Klickitat County, Washington

Children of George Wilkes and Mary McBee:
6-6-1. Diena Edna Wilkes (1859-1919)
6-6-ii. Clara June Wilkes (1864-1903)

Children of William Radcliff and Mary McBee:
6-6-i. Charlotte A. Radcliff (1868-1952)

6-6-ii. Emma Alice Radcliff (1870 -1917)
6-6-iii. Edwin Ansley Radcliff (1873-1940)
6-6-iv. Mary Catherine Radcliff (1875-1943)
6-6-v. Francis Marion Radcliff (1877-1949)
6-6-vi. Emmett Isaiah Radcliff (1879-1933)

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; Levi McBee, 35, farmer. $600, IN;
Elizabeth, 34, OH; Barbary, 13, OH; Isaiah, 10, MO; Caroline, 9, MO; Mary, 7, MO; Rebecca, 4,
MO:; Henry, 2, MO

6-7. Rebecca McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 26 Dec 1847 Ray County, Missouri [family bible]

d. 04 Jul 1923 Morrow County, Oregon

buried Hardman [OOF Cemetery, Heppner, Morrow County, Oregon

m. 03 Jan 1861 Washington County, Oregon

Isaac Knighten/Knighton (pioneer of 1847)

b. 31 May 1832/1834

d. 16 Oct 1917 Morrow County, Oregon

buried Hardman IOOF Cemetery, Heppner, Morrow County, Oregon
s/o Ammon Knighton and Fannie Cox



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/15139552/mary-pauline-radcliff
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/20362797/george-washington-wilkes
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/15139533/william-r_-radcliff
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/23442966/rebecca-knighten
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/23442959/isaac-knighten

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; Levi McBee, 35, farmer. $600, IN;
Elizabeth, 34, OH; Barbary, 13, OH; Isaiah, 10, MO; Caroline, 9, MO; Mary, 7, MO; Rebecca, 4,
MO; Henry, 2, MO
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PORTLAND PIONEER OF 1847,
DIES NEAR HARDMAN, OR.
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Isaac Knighten, ~_ i

HARDMAN, Or., ©Nov. 10.—

4 (Special,)—Isaac Knighten, plo-

* neer resident of the Eightmile

:' country, died at the home of his

, daughter, Mrs. A. E. Wright,

¢ three miles north of Hardman,

$ October 16. He was born near

}  St, Lotis, Mo., May 31, 1832, and

crossed the plains by ox team in

1847, the family settling on the

site where the city of Portland

now stands.

January 3, 1861, he was mar-
ried to Rebecca McBee, near For-
est Grove. ; g

Eleven children were born to
this union, nine of whom are
living: Mrs. Ella Bellingbroke,
Rhea Creek; Mrs. Ida Wright,
Robert, Louis and Edgar Knigh-
ten, Hardman; Charles Knighten, 3

Eightmile; James Xnighten,
Heppner; ¥Fred KXKnighten, - Pen-
dleton, and Mrs. Alice Warren, of
Kennewick. Twenty-one grand-
children, six great-grandchildren,
his widow and one brother, Wylie
Knighten, of Xagle Point, Or.,
also survive him, )

"&WW%% 009

[Oregonian November 11, 1917 p.14]



Children of Issac Knighten and Rachel McBee:
6-7-1. Mary Ella Knighten (1863-1936)

6-7-ii. Robert Alden Knighten (1865-1930)
6-7-1ii. Emma Lucretia Knighten

6-7-iv. Ida Jane Knighten (1866-1925)

6-7-v. Anna Belle Knighten

6-7-vi. Frederick Clarence Knighten (1873-)
6-7-v. James A. Knighten (1875-1936)

6-7-vi. Charles Wesley Knighten (1879-1947)
6-7-vii. Lewis Edward Knighten (1880-1940)
6-7-viil. Alice May Knighten (1881-1950)
6-7-ix. Edward Edgar Knighten (1884-1951)

6-8. Henry McBee

b. 30 Jun 1849 Ray County, Missouri [family bible]
d. 1852 Oregon Trail

burial location unknown

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, October 16, 1850; Levi McBee, 35, farmer. $600, IN;
Elizabeth, 34, OH; Barbary, 13, OH; Isaiah, 10, MO; Caroline, 9, MO; Mary, 7, MO; Rebecca, 4,
MO; Henry, 2, MO

6-9. Infant McBee

b. 1852 Oregon Trail

d. 1852 Oregon Trail
burial location unknown

7. David McBee [did not emigrate]

b. 17 Nov 1814 Stark County, Ohio

d. 19 Mar 1863 Caldwell County, Missouri

burial location unknown

m. Catherine Benner 19 Jun 1834 Stark County, Ohio

8. John McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 06 Mar 1819 Stark County, Ohio

d. 28 Jul 1865 Marion County, Oregon

buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon

m. 13 Jul 1845/1846 Ray County, Missouri

Sarah Matheny [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 23 May 1825/1826 Kentucky

d. 13 Jan 1864 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon
d/o Permit and Mary Matheny

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, September 9, 1850; John McBee, 31, farmer, $1100, OH;
Sarah, 25, KY; George W., 3, MO; Frances, 2, MO; John, 6/12, MO

ODLC: #1224 Marion; John McBee b. 1819 Stark Co, OH; arr 01 Oct 1852; sc 08 Feb 1853; m'd Sarah
13 Jul 1845/46 Ray Co, MO


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/196427989/infant-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/138255810/david-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24627856/john-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24627859/sarah-mcbee

1860: Santiam Pct, Salem PO, Marion County, Oregon, August 12, 1860; J. McBee, 40, farmer, $600
$800, OH; S., 33, KY; G.W,, 13, m, MO; F., 12, f, MO; J.E., 8, f, OR; A., 4, f, OR; E., 1, f, OR

“John McBee, File #326. Intestate. Adm: Francis M. Rice, 22 Jan 1866. George W. McBee received
share of estate.” [Marion County Oregon Probate Records Vol 2 p. 158]

“McBee Minors, File #326. Guardianship of minor heirs of John McBee who died 1865. Gdns: Francis
M. Rice, 09 Jan 1868; Leonard H. Judson, uncle, May 1872. Sarah Alice McBee, 12 & Emma M.
McBee, 9. Also names George W. McBee, 21.” [Marion County Oregon Probate Records Vol 2 p. 158]

Children of John McBee and Sarah Matheny:

8-1. George Washington McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 08 Nov 1846 Ray County, Missouri

d. 18 Jan 1933 Polk County, Oregon

buried Dallas Cemetery, Dallas, Polk County, Oregon

m. 27 May 1868 Marion County, Oregon

Unicy Mary Jane Leabo

b. 08 Dec 1849 Atchison County, Missouri

d. 15 Aug 1942 Dallas, Polk County, Oregon

buried Dallas Cemetery, Dallas, Polk County, Oregon

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, September 9, 1850; John McBee, 31, farmer, $1100,
OH; Sarah, 25, KY; George W., 3, MO; Frances, 2, MO; John, 6/12, MO

1860: Santiam Pct, Salem PO, Marion County, Oregon, August 12, 1860; J. McBee, 40, farmer,
$600 $800, OH; S., 33, KY;G.W., 13, m, MO, F., 12, f, MO, J.E., 8, f, OR; A., 4, f,OR; E., 1, f,
OR

“Geo. W. McBee & Venicie M. Leabo, m. 27 May 1868 at house of Noah Leabo; Charles Ruge,
J.P. Wit: Isaac & Noah Leabo. #1061 p. 397” [ Marion County Marriage Records by Jean
Custer & Daraleen Wade 1871-1874 p.69]


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30542322/george-washington-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/30542323/unicy-mary-mcbee
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Statesman Journal, Salem, Ore., Saturday, March 27, 1993
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Monmouth writer finds plenty
of inspiration in fam|ly tree

B Dorothy McRae shares
her love of history
through her work for
Polk County.

By Jill Newsom
The Statesman Journal

MONMOUTH — Dorothy
McRae’s feet are planted firmly
in Oregon soil.

McRae has been a lifelong resi-
dent of the state, following in the
footsteps of most of her ances-
tors.

“All of my ancestors came over
the Oregon Trail except one
grandma who was born in Polk
County,” McRae said.

Her grandfather, George
Washington McBee, traveled
west from Missouri when he was
5 years old.-

“He came with lots of relatives
in a wagon train,” McRae said.

A cholera epidemic killed
many in the group, including
McBee’s grandmether

She died in the Black Hills of

South Dakota and was buried’

there with the family Bible. The
pioneers were afraid that the
book was contaminated with
cholera, so they didn’t dare carry
it to Oregon, McRae said.

Family members later discov-
ered that they stood to inherit a
fortune from relatives in Ireland
if they could prove who they were

by producing the Bible. But they

never could find the grave.

McRae’s grandmother, Unicy
Mary Jane Leabo, traveled the
Oregon Trail in 1849 at age 12.
She drove oxen across the Plains.

Unicy’s father, Josiah, had
traveled to Oregon once before
bringing his family west.

He had worked in the Califor-
nia gold fields, and he bought
new boots and a horse in Port-
land with some of his treasure.

On his way home, however, he

“was robbed, and the thief teok

ing Polk County history.

Profile

Name: Dorothy McRae.

Address: Monmouth.

Born: July 28, 1915.

Occupation: Refired telephone op-
erator and farmer.

Family: One son; two daughiers;
four grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren.

Hobhbies: Researching Oregon and
Polk County history, writing, baking,
gardening and working with youth
groups.

Of interest: McRae wrote the first
“Historically Speaking,” a regularly
published chronicle of Polk Cotinty
history.
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his boots — which held the rest
of his gold — and the horse. :

William Felix. and Nancy
Riggs McKinney, McRae's mater-
nal great-grandparents, traveled

Bruce Thorson/Statesman Journal
Dorothx McRae displays the fruits of her labor in collecting and recount- -

with the Joseph Watt wagon

train, which brought the first

purebred Merino sheep to Or-
egon.

“The sheep sold like hotcakes
when they got here,” McRae said.
The animals were considered to
be a precious commodity, provid-
ing meat for food and wool for
clothing,

McRae has written down many
of the stories she remembers
about her ancestors to pass on to
her descendants. .

She also has been involved in
producing Historically Speaking,
a chronicle of Polk County his-
tory. |
It is a thrill to have such a rich
heritage, McRae said.

She joined in a February cel-
ebration of the Oregon Trail
honoring those whose grandpar-
ents crossed the historic trail.
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THE POLK POKER

McBEE QUARTET LIVING PROOF THAT LIFE BEGINS AT 80

From an article in the —
(temizer-Observer, Sept. 22, 1955)

You COULD CALL Them the
Octogenarian quartet - the three McBee
brothers who live in and near Dallas and
their sister, Mrs. Morris Hughes. All but Mrs,
Hughes are over 80 and she is pressing
close at 78.

Their ages total 326 years, a rather
unigue distinction for a brother and sister
combination, but their lives hold much
more of interest than this mere statistic.
Thelr part in agriculture and local affairs is
so Inferwoven with the history and
development of Polk County that they
are symbolic of the area.

The four revisited thelr old home place
in the Liberty district the other day and
had a great fime poinfing out old
landmarks and recdlling incidents of
childhood. John at 86 is the eldest and
Leonard is next af 82, G.F. (Tude) McBee
Is a comparatively young sprout, having
just fumed 80 earlier this year, and Mrs.
Hughes is the baby of the foursome at 78,

One brother, lsaac Gardand McBee,
died about four years ago at the age of
79. He lived on the James Howe Road. A
fifth brother, William Pearl McBee, 71, is
now living at Yuma, Arizona. He formerly
lived near Toledo, was a Lincoln County
deputy sheriff and also served on the
Lincoln County Fair Board.

All remarkably active today, the
McBees have always been that way. The
all seem to have the same fough and
enduring fiber but yet are kindly and
disposed o see the humorous side of
things. too.

Leonard (LH.) gained considerable
distinction as chairman of the Polk County
Fair Board, a position he held for 29 years.

John was manager of the Cadlifornia
Packing Company here for years. Tude
has gained hundreds of friends on the job
as custodian of the courthouse, and he sill
gets up every day but Sunday af 5 am. fo
be one the job In time af 7. Mrs, Hughes
has lived for years with her husband on a
farm in the Liberty district.

The McBees are of pioneer sfock., The
father, George Washington McBee, came
from Ray County, Missour, fo Oregon in
1852. The mother was Unicy M. Leabo,
who was bormn in Afchinson County,
Missourl, December 8, 1949, Asa girl of 12,
she helped drive a wagon frain across the
plains to Oregon, and her familly seftled in
the Grand Ronde valley of Union County.
Later they moved to Clackamas County,
ithen to Ek City and finally to Marlon
County where she mef and married
George McBee In May, 1868.

Mr. McBee worked as a finisher in the
woolen mills in Salem, Ashland and
Brownsville before the familly came to the
farm in the Liberty district, southwest of
Dallas in 1875.

Garland, John and Leonard were dll -
bom in Salem, but Tude, Pearl and Daisy
(Mrs. Hughes) were bom on the home
place here. The old home burmned a few
years ago, but the original barn still stands
on the hilside across from the Joe DeWitt
home. Joe bought the McBee place from
John McBee some years ago.

The quartet can point out the location
of the old spring, center of many
memories, particularly of the time that Len
fell in while sifting beside it in his little
rocking chair. The older children went over
the hill and through the woods to school at
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Qakdale, heedless of the animals, which
frequented the «area Iin greater
abundance in those days. Tude aftended
Oakdale School for a short time, but most
of his and Mrs. Hughes' memories have to
do with the Liberty school, just down the
road to the north from the home place.
The also went fo church in the school
building and Daisy was known for her
lovely singing voice in the Baptist services.

The parents moved fo fown in 1909 and
John took over 20 acres of the home
place. His first wife was Cora Shewey, who
is deceased. Later he marrled Mrs. Louisa
Shelton whose husband had died. She
and Mrs. G.F. McBee are sisters, their
maiden names being Louisa and Alice
Sellers.

Before acquiring the home place, John
located on the Luckiomute, then came to
Dallas to take the job with the packing
plant. He went fo Cadlifornia for three
years, stiil with Cal-Pack, and then retumed
to take the home place. After selling 1o
DeWitt, he tock a home in town.

John served a terrn on the city council
and also was on the Liberty district school
board. He has two children, Albert of
Roseburg, and Mrs. Hozel Krager of Valley
Junction. Two are dead. Alice died af the
age of three and Effie at the age of 23.

Leonard Herbert McBee never left the
Liberty district, and still owns two places
there, the upper place, which adjoins the
home place, and the place where he is
living now, just below the Likerty school.

As a young man, Len was a printer,
working for a time in both the lfemizer and
Observer offices in Dallas in the days when
all type was set by hand. Then he fumned
back fo farming and has stuck with it since.

Keenly interested in all county affairs,
len made a big contribution with his
service on the falr board and last year af

the time of the county fair was given a -
medal to mark his long service. It was
towards the end of his time on the board
that the new Rickreall grounds were
acquired and new vistas opened for the
falr,

Acftive in farmer organizations, he was
president of the Liberty local of the Famers
Union and dlso served as secretary. For
two years, L.H. McBee was president of the
State Farmers Union. He has also long
been an active member of the Pomona
Grange.

Len marrled May Jones of Perrydale
about 1900, and they had three children,
Gilbert, Herbert and Dorothy.  Gilbert
became a prominent doctor at Pendleton
and his death af the age of 45 ate in 1947
was a shock to the area, which he served.
Herbert R. McBee started as a
schoolteacher but later decided to follow
his father’s footsteps and is now farming on
the Dallas-Falls City highway. Dorothy Is
now Mrs. Kenneth McCrae of near
Monrmouth.

Len is sfill actively farming his place,
and he has a respected and experienced
voice In farm affairs, In the early days he
raised hops, but during World War |, he and
Tude were not dllowed to harvest the
crops because they were considered
luxuries and they turned to other things.
Prunes have been one of his mainstays,
and he also has done some grain farming.
Now he is tumning towards filberts on his
place in the valley off the Liberty Road.

George Frederick (Tude) McBee, who is
as steady as the sunrise and sunset, has
been faithfully on the job ot the
courthouse since 1931. Until the past few
months, he has put in about a 12-hour day,
geing to work at 6 a.m. and quitting at 6 p.
m. recently, however, he decided that it
was necessary to take it easy and he
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doesn't get on the job until 7 a.m.

Among his former dufies was stacking
and handling the some 125 cords of
cordwood that were obtained every year
to feed the courthouse furnace.
Fortunately this day passed with the
conversion to an oil furnace.

Tude has served under four county
judges - Judge G.L. Hawkins, who was in
office when Tude sfarfed work, Herman
Van Well, CF. (Jack) Hayes, and the
present judge, Cal M. Bamnhart.

Always small, Tude was once known s
Cricket but says that he adopted the
nickname Tude by his own choosing. As ¢
boy, he never got a licking but now says
that he needed a lot of them.

In 1898, the year that he married Alice
. Sellers in the home of the pastor, Rev. T.
V.B. Embree, he bought a farm in the
Liberty district. This is located beside the
present farm of Len‘s. After remaining on
the place for 33 years, Tude took a place
by the city reservolr and lived there six
months,

Then he bought his present place on
Rickreall Creek, at the east end of
Academy Street, August 10, 1932, This
was six months after he started his
courthouse job.

Always a man with a green thumb,
Tude is known for his fine gardens and he
does a little experimenting on the side.
He has even raised cotfon on his place.
And in the well-kept flowerbeds of the
courthouse, it hasnt been uncommon 1o
find an occasional stak of com, some
tormatoes, or a squash vine climbing up
the vy on the native stonewall. These
have been the source of some good-
natured practical jokes o brighten the
working day of the official courthouse
family. One squash was found 10 feet up
the courthouse wall,

Tude has always enjoyed working with -
the county officials, He once got the bug
to try for office himself and ran against Ed
Dunn for assessor.

“Ed beat me bad” said the white-
haired man, “and I’'m glad of it, too.”

When Tude began work, T.B. Hooker was
sheriff, Josiah Wills was county school
superinfendent, G.L. Hawkins was judge,
and E.B. Hamilfon was treasurer.  Frank
Farmer and Chet Gardner were
commissioners,

His good friend, Circuit Judge Arlie
Walker, fook the bench two years before
Tude came.

Tude had become familiar with the
courthouse on many calls to jury duty in
earlier years. His first fime on the jury was in
1898 when George Burnett was judge.
Judge Burnett was an uncle of the late
Harry Belt, chief justice of the Oregon
Supreme Court, Judge Belt was a good
friend of Tude's.

The courthouse custodian has always
enjoyed good relations with the county
officials. I always got along with the
commissioners,” he states. Commissioners
under whom he has worked Include
Chester Gardner, Frank Farmer, Fred
Gibson, Harrison Brant, W.E. Knower, C.L
Burbank and Gay Rempel.

During the time Tude has been in the
courthouse, there have been many famous
court cases - The Empire Holding Company
case, the Goon ftricls with Al Rosser, the
Layton frial for murder, and the Sooter trial,
also for murder. Rosser was sentenced to
five years, lLayion was executed In the
death chamber and Sooter was acquitted.

The McBee Quartet.... will be
continued in a future issue of the Polk Poker.
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McBEE QUARTET LIVING PROOF THAT LIFE BEGINS AT 80

From an arficle in the -
(lfemizer-Observer, Sept. 22, 1955)

Confinued from the Previous Issue...

Sooter, who admitted that he shot and
kiled o man named Baley but was
acquitted by the jury by reason of
insanity, turmed himself over to Tude.
Sooter was on the back courthouse steps
one moming when the custodian came
to work and said that he had kiled a
man.

Tude's day at the courthouse begins
with turning on the lights and unlocking
the doors. Then he gets out a mop
bucket and mops the floors. Some he
does before the hustle and bustle of the
day starts, and cother floors are mopped
at the end of the day, but all floors are
covered each day.

He never puts off a task, and that way
keeps the courthouse spic and span.
John helped him for several years unfil
recently, but the older brother is now
unable fo do the work, and Tude has
another helper.

Until electric mechanism was installed,
one of the custodian’s jobs was to wind
the clock in the courthouse tfower. One
weight, that which gave the pull to the
striker, weighed 750 pounds. The weight
on the clock mechanism itself weighed
about 100 pounds. The 10-minute job
had to be done twice esach week, but
Tude never let it run down.

The big fower clock stopped once
when a screw came loose, and Tony
Proal scaled the tower fo put it back in
place.

Taking care of the courthouse
occasionally brings brushes with wildlife,
foo. Tude fought a long battle to drive
pigeons from the tower, but it wasn’t until

screens were insfalled over the friangular-
shaped openings that the birds would
admit defeat. Even then, they cooed on
the outside for days, walting for a
chance to get back into their former
happy home.

Then there was the case of the
bulfrog that McBee found on the
courthouse lawn. It was a good eight
inches long and became quite a pet
until it disappeared. The county court
even challenged Ccalaveras County,
Cdlifomia, to a frogjumping contest on
the strength of it

“Oh, no one ever lived who enjoys life
more than |, “ declares Tude. “I've always
trled fo look at the bright side.”

Mr. and Mrs. G.F. McBee have one
daughter, Mrs. Vayne Hughes of
Portland. Three granddaughters are Mrs,
Corrine Woods, Mrs. Beverly Winostek,
and Mrs. Marvely Hawkins, all of Portland,
and a grandson Is DeWayne Hughes,

Mrs. McBee suffered a stroke in
December of 1954, and has been
confined fo bed since that time. After
leaving his day’s work af the courthouse,
Tude goes home and devotedly cares for
his wife. Her condition at the present is
not encouraging.

Through his 24 vyears af the
courthouse, Tude has been off on
account of illness only once for any
length of time. About six years ago, he
became ill and was confined at home
for three weeks. His normally spare frame
became thin as a rail, but he showed his
fough fiber and come back strong to
start his old routine again,




He hosn't faken a vacation in two

years, and says that he doesn’t think he |
can because he cant find anyone to
take his place that long.

Tude served on the school board in
the Liberty district and was also clerk
there. He was president of the Liberty
Farmers Union for four years and was
chairman of the Telephone Mutual,
farmer line, years ago.

Isaac Garland McBee, the brother
who is dead, lived on a place in the
Liberty district south of the home place
before going to the place on the James
Howe Road where he lived until his
death. He operated a grader for the
county for vyears. His wife, also
deceased, was the former Alfa Waddell.
They had no children, but raised Letita
Shewey, now Mrs. Roy L. Blanchard who
lives on the home place on James Howe
Road.

Mrs. Hughes and her husband lived
south of the home place before moving
fo their present place nearer town in the
Liberty district.  They raise prunes and
engage in general farming. The couple
has no children. Tude and his sister have
always been great pals.

Williom Pearl McBee, like Tude and
Len, was in the Farmers Union at Liberty
before he sold his place and went to
Toledo about 32 years ago. He served as
Lincoin County deputy sheriff for four
years and was on the county fair board
there. About one and one-half years
ago he moved to Yuma, Arizona. Pearl
has one son, Marion McBee of Toledo,
and a daughter, Mrs. Lamar (Mary)
Newkirk of Portland. B

Children of George McBee and Unicy Leabo:
8-1-1. John Josiah McBee (1869-1964

8-1-ii. Isaac Gorland McBee (1870-1950)
8-1-iii. Leonard Hebert McBee (1873-1967)



8-1-iv. George Frederick McBee (1875-1960)
8-1-v. Daisy May McBee (1877-1973)
8-1-vi. William Pearl McBee (1884-1979)

8-2. Frances F. McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 14 May 1848 Ray County, Missouri

d. 23 Apr 1863 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, September 9, 1850; John McBee, 31, farmer, $1100,
OH; Sarah, 25, KY; George W., 3, MO; Frances, 2, MO; John, 6/12, MO

1860: Santiam Pct, Salem PO, Marion County, Oregon, August 12, 1860; J. McBee, 40, farmer,
$600 $800, OH; S., 33, KY;G.W., 13, m, MO, F., 12, f, MO, J.E., 8, f, OR; A., 4, f, OR; E., 1, {,
OR

8-3. John Clay McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 08 Nov 1849 Ray County, Missouri

d. 25 Oct 1852 after arrival in Oregon Territory

buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon

1850: District 75, Ray County, Missouri, September 9, 1850; John McBee, 31, farmer, $1100,
OH; Sarah, 25, KY; George W., 3, MO; Frances, 2, MO; John, 6/12, MO

8-4. Mary Ellen McBee [Pioneer of 1852]

b. 11 Nov 1851 Ray County, Missouri

d. 25 Sep 1852 on Oregon Trail, Umatilla County, Oregon Territory
buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon

8-5. Elizabeth Jane McBee

b. 20 Sep 1853 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

d. 27 Jun 1861 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon

1860: Santiam Pct, Salem PO, Marion County, Oregon, August 12, 1860; J. McBee, 40, farmer,
$600 $800, OH; S., 33, KY;G.W,, 13, m, MO; F., 12, f, MO, J.E,, 8, f, OR; A., 4, f, OR;E., 1, f,
OR

8-6. Sarah Alice McBee

b. 02 Nov 1855 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

d. 30 Dec 1934 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

buried City View Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon

m. 01 Jan 1874 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

Robert Thomas Judson

b. 12 Apr 1848 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

d. 24 Feb 1904 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

buried City View Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon

1860: Santiam Pct, Salem PO, Marion County, Oregon, August 12, 1860; J. McBee, 40, farmer,
$600 $800, OH; S., 33, KY;G.W., 13, m, MO; F., 12, f, MO, J.E., 8, f, OR; A., 4, f, OR; E., 1, f,
OR


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24627855/frances-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24627857/john_c-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24627858/mary_ellen-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24627854/elizabeth-j-mcbee
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/58353911/sarah-alice-judson
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/58353914/robert-thomas-judson

“Robert F. (T.) Judson & Sarah A. McBee, m. 18 Jan 1874. Lic. Dated 27 Dec 1873. At house
of L.B. Judson, E.J. Dawne, M.G. Wit: J.B. McClane and Helen McClane. #1635 p. 87 & Bk 1
p. 149 [Marion County Marriage Records by Jean Custer & Daraleen Wade 1871-1874 p. 20]

Judson—Sarah A. Judson, at the
resldence, Perrydale, Ore., December
30. Survived by children: Anna J,
French and Toals Judson of Salem,
George A, Judson of Oretown, Robert
L. Judson of Amity, and Alice French
of Salem Funeral servcies will ba held
Wednesday, Jan, 2, at 1:30 p.m. from
the chapel of W. T, Rigdon compn®uy«
Interment Cltyview cemetery.

[The Capital Journal, Salem, Oregon, Monday, December 31, 1934 p.7]
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Robert T. JudsonDied

Sunday After-
noon

Born in 1842 and the First
White Child Born in
Present Limits
of Salem

Robert L, Judson, one of the most
respected citizens of Marion county,
and who has lived in and near this
city all of his life of over two-thirds of

a century, died at his farm home
south of Salem at 5:12 p, m, yester-
day, after an illness of but a few days,
of stomach trouble, aged 61 years, 10
months and 9 days.

Mr, Judson's parents came around
the horn in 1839, arriving in Oregon
in June, 1840, with the missionary par:
ty headed by the late Father Waller
and J. L. Parrish, and settled in Ma-
rion county, Mr. Judson was born
April 12, 1842, being the first white
child born inside ofthe corporate lim-
ity of Salem, and he lived here or
lnear'here all his life, except seven
'years, which were spent in Clatsop
county, A




January 1, 1874, he married Miss
Sarah Alice MceBee, who survives him,
1The fruits of this union were three|
daughters and four sons, all but the
one married daughter being now resi-
dents of this city. They are: Mrs,
J. M. Card, Anna Judson and Alice, L.
E., G. A, R. T. and Leonard. The fu-
neral will be held from the Leslie M.
E. church, in South Salem, at 2 p, m.
tomorrow. :

Mr, Judson was not a member of
any church, but was a regular attend-
ant at the South Salem church, He
'was greatly beloved for his many acts
of kindness and charity, and his death
will be sincerely and genuinely
mourned by a large’ circle of warm
"Iand devoted friends.

[The Capital Journal,r Salem, Oregon, Monday, February 22, 1904 p.5]

SBarah A. Judson, widow '
of the first white boy
born on the site of Salem:

1 ST %S

On December 30, ‘the last day
but one of the old year, 1934,
Sarah A. Judson passed to her
rest.

- "

Bhe was the widow of the first
white boy and the third white
child born on the site of .the
eity of Salem, and that boy first
urthlitltﬂmlltilﬂ;:

-
e

18432, and the date of Robert T.
g::an'- birth was April 132,

Four families lived them in the
Jason Lee home, the Judson
fly In the porth half of
ond floor. Jason* Lee -
north half of the first floor.
: LR
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S0 many men of John McBee's
company started across the plains
poorly equipped, or suffered losses
on the way that, out of the 18
yoke of good oxen and four large,
fine wagons with which he start-
ed, when he arrived at The Dalles
he had two wagons and only two
yoke of oxen;

He did not have the heart to
refuse ald to unfortunate fellow
travelers on the way, even though
impoverishing himself.

- %% ,

At The Dalles, he traded a yoke
of oxen and $10 in money for a
sack of flour.

- %5

The whole company unloaded
the heavier freight and took it
down the Columbia on a raft.

The raft struck a rock in the
'stream and the jar threw out part
of the freight. In this way, the Mc-
'Bees lost a chest that contained
'the family records.

The rest of the company came
by way of the Barlow road over
the Cascades and into the Willam-
ette valley,

Besides Sam Matheny, and his
brother Calvin, came three of
their sisters, Margaret, Martha
and Lucy. ‘

Calvin died on the Sandy river,
on the Barlow road, on the last
leg of the long trek. Martha lived
only a month after arrival in the
Willamette valley. Lucy died the
next spring. The “cholera’” or
what was called the cholera, from
which so many people died on the
plains, If it did not cause death
quickly, as generally happened, it
left those who suffered from its
ravages very much debilitated for
weeks and even for many months.
The estimated number of deaths
from it in all the ¢overed wagon
days was as high as 32,000, and
the largest number for a year,
which was In 1852, was 6000,

T % N



Margaget Matheny was married
to Leonard Judson; so Leonard's
wife was an aunt to Sarah A. Jud-
son, wife of Robert T. Judson.

The original Judson claim was
south of and near to that of John
McBee, which, as said before, was
near what became Hall's ferry.

Later Leonard Judson traded
his first claim to a neighbor for
land further south. He thus ac-
quired land at the poimt where
was kept the pioneer Humphrey
ferry, one of the earliest ferries
across the Willamette—about five
miles below the Buena Vista ferry.

Leonard Judson had in his new
place 540 acres of land. While he
was active there, it was known as
Judson's landing, and he raa the
ferry. He ran it during the Civil
war, and many a.battle of that
great conflict was rehearsed while
passengers, sometimes on the reb-
el side and sometimes on the side
of the Union, were taken across
the stream—to say nothing of hot
arguments, the fersyman being
loil.tho cause led by Abraham Lin-
co

In the old days, one of the first
roads going south from Balem led
that way, over the Skyline orchard
hill—and, though fenced up, has
never been abandoned as a public
road. It was the road that ran
past the “governor’s maasion,” on
the donation land clalm of Terri-
torial Governor Johm P. Gainmes,
the main part of which house
(“governor's mansion™) still

stands, about seven miles south
of Salem,-
%

%

Bishop Matthew Simpson, the
Sreatest orator of his time, passed
over that road in his famous trip
to the Belknap settlement in 1854,
land mentioned in his diary both




the governor's mansion and the
Humphrey ferry.
e T

That land of Leonard Judson is
still in the family—belongs to
Mrs. Ida H. Canos, who has the
Alona apartments at 645 Ferry
street, Salem.

* %S

Not many relics of John McBee
are known to be left. His grand-
son, Lewis E. Judson, has his ra-
zor, and keeps it in use, as he has
done ever sln.:o l:: n::ded A& Tazor.

| Mrs. Robert T. Judson belong-
ed to and attended Leslie Meth-
‘odist church for 45 years. In her
young motherhood she carried her
children to church. In the past
several years of her life, when she
had bcgome feeble, one of them,
Lewis E., often carried her into
the church. _

The spirit of Christian devo-
tion, even as it existed in the mis-
slon days, prevailed and persisted
in the Judson home.

The children when they were
growing up knew no other way
than to have evening prayers as
they retired. They would not have
understood how to conduct them-
selves otherwise.
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If all children had that training,

there would be no need for prisons

and jails, and little use for asy-

lums and other institutions for the

care of unsocial human wreckage.
“ % 5

The reader was told that four
McBee brothers started from ' Mis-
souri to Oregon with the 1852 cov-
ered wagon Iimmigration: that
two, Levi and Thomas, died on the
plains, and that Johm ecame
through and became a prominent
ploneer here, ete.

TN %

The other brother was William.
He spent the first winter in Mar-
ion county and settled in Benton
county, seven miles south of Cor-
vallis. He had married Elizabeth
Milligan of Ohio, where the McBes
family had resided for a time.
William brought his wife and his
mother from Missouri, but the
mother dled from cholera om the
plains. Nige children were born
into that family, and several of
them became prominent there, in
the meighborhood of the original
claim, the title to which, up to »
to‘ym 8g0, was in members of
theclan,

[Oregon Statesman, Salem, Oregon, “Bits For Breakfast” by R.J. Hendricks, Thursday January
16 & Friday, January 17, 1935 p.4

Children of Robert Judson and Sarah McBee:
8-6-1. Anna Josephine Judson (1874-1958)
8-6-ii. Effie Margaret Judson (1876-1932)
8-6-111. Lewis Edward Judson (1878-1973)
8-6-iv. George Alfred Judson (1880-1966
8-6-v. Robert Thomas Judson (1885-1950)
8-6-vi. Sarah Alice Judson (1887-1981)
8-6-vii. Leonard Burch Judson (1891-1978)

8-7. Emma Missouri McBee

b. 21 Jan 1859 Salem, Marion County, Oregon

d. 24 Jul 1881 Monmouth, Polk County, Oregon

buried Salem Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, Oregon

m. 30 Oct 1880 Polk County, Oregon
James Selby Ireland
b. 09 Jun 1856 Lucas County, lowa


https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24508382/emma-missouri-ireland

d. 31 Aug 1931 Lebanon, Linn County, Oregon age 75y2m22d

buried IOOF Cemetery, Lebanon, Linn County, Oregon

s/o David Ireland and Mary Ann Sanderson

ml. Mary Susan Ward (1858-1878) 1876 Polk County, Oregon

m2. Emma Missouri McBee (1859-1881) 30 Oct 1880 Polk County, Oregon
m3. Ida Mae Parrish (1864-1955) 1883 Polk County, Oregon

1860: Santiam Pct, Salem PO, Marion County, Oregon, August 12, 1860; J. McBee, 40, farmer,
$600 $800, OH; S., 33, KY;G.W,, 13, m, MO F., 12, f, MO; J.E., 8, f, OR; A., 4, f, OR; E., 1, f,

OR
mms.mniﬂb

Jaw Ireland wu honr ln
Iowa, June 9, 1860, He
died at his home In Lebanon, Ore., Au-

gust 31, 1931, aged 76 n-u. 2ponuu
udndlu :

~ When nine years™of un blcrund
“the plains with bis parents who located
in Polk county, Oregon, and- in 1883
he came to Linn county, locating at
‘Bodaville, where, on Februiry 4, of the
same year he was united In marriage
“With Miss Ida Parrish, a daughter of
Mr, and Mrs, Jesse Parrish, ploneer
residents .of Linn county. Four chil-
dren were born to thelr unlon; one son,

and his Mlly moved to

" Mr, ind

Lebaton in 1918 and have lived here
since, ,Abont 12 years ago he was.
pardlysis and has been
.mxa_mxm MLML_JI.JL

%
th



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/28599861/james-selby-ireland

o \
nus he ‘was never bnnl to eonphln
Burviving members of his fauilly m‘
his widow, Mrs, Ida Ireland, of 'Leb-
anon, three sans, Ben Ireland, a son
by a former marriage, Hood . River,
Ora L. Ireland of Albany; Theo Ire-
land of Los Angeles; one daughter,
Mrs. Oma Jacobson of Bweet Home;
thirteen lundchﬂm and one :rut

[ grandehlld,
Funeral services ‘were condudod by

mdorﬂoomllmoulltmchnmhub
Obrist.at 2 p. m. Tuesday {n the pres-
ence of a large gropp of. relatives and
friends. There was & profuse offering
of flowers, numummmoum

lmn cemetery.
[The Lebanon Express, Lebanon, Oregon, Thursday, September 3, 1931 p.6]




