Thomas R. Prather
Pioneer of 1852

compiled by Stephenie Flora
oregonpioneers.com

Thomas R. Prather
b. 02 Jul 1832 Boone County, Missouri
d. 08 May 1918 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington

m. 26 Aug 1879 Washington

Agnes Winsor

b. 24 Aug 1855 Plymouth County, Massachusetts

d. 24 Jan 1919 Portland, Multhomah County, Oregon

THOMAS PRATHER 15
SUDDENLY STRICKEN

WELL-KNOWN PIONEER ,FAILLS
TO STREET WHILE TALKING
WITH FRIENDS.

While standing by an automobile
talking to some friends, Thomas
Prather, 86 years old, one cf the best
known and oldest pioneesrs of the
county, was suddenly stricken
Wednesday afternoon, pitching over
on to the paverhent in Washington
street by the courthouse and dying
within a few minutes. v

Dr. H. W. Partlow was called and
the aged man was reméved by friends
to his apartments in the Knox hotel,
where he had livéd of late years, but
he faile. (v regain °consciousness.
The body was later removed to the
Jesse T. Mills underfaking ~stablish-
ment, and the funers) arrangements
will be made upon the arrival of his
son, Samuel, an enlisted man in the
aviation corps who is on his way here
from Kelley Field, Texas. T, |




Active Until Death :

Though Mr. Prather had failed
considerably during the past year, he
had appeared to be feeling as good
as usual at noon, Mrs. Knox, proprie-
tor of the hotel, says, and only a few
minutes before his death had built a
fire in the fireplace in the hotel lobby.
Besides his son, he is survived by a
daughter, Mrs. Edith Thompson of
Auburn.

M had many acquain-
tanoes - friends . throaghout the
‘covnty and the Northwest, for he led
‘an t?ﬂri life from the piomeer days
‘of his first coming to Olympia, In'
'1853. For 12 years he terved the'
‘county as eommissioner.

He was born in Boone mntr, Mis-
'souri, in 1832 and as a boy tlll
overland trip to California.

‘tmﬂmnm !ME

'were quite a number who came on to
Thurston county, including the four
Hays brothers, the four Yantis broth-
ers, and Dr. N. Ostrander.




Fought in Indian Wars.

There were only about 60 white
people in Olympia when Mr. Prather
reached here in 1853, after walking
all the way from Cowlitz Landing
with his blanket roll on his shoulder.
A couple o years later he joined the
company of 80 volunteers who fought
the Indian wars, returning to this
city after his discharge and engaging
in steamboating. |

Then be took up surveying and In
1858 helped to locate the military
road from Fort Stellacoom to Bal-
lingham, iater driving the first stake
in the praliminary survey for the
Northern Pacific, near Bnoqusalmie
Falls. In the sdventies he was ap-
pointed a guard at the Steilacoom
hospital and then returned to this
county, serving as commissioner and
engaging in wvarious activities until
he retired from business some years
ago.

[The Washington Standard, Olympia, Washington, Friday, May 10, 1918, p. 1]



PIONEER OF 1802
DIES AT OLYMPIA

Thomas Prather Falls in Street
While Joking With
Woman.

(SPECIAL TO THE LEDGER.)

OLYMPIA, May S.—Thomas Prather,
ohe of the oldest pioneers in the state
of Washington, dropped dead in the
street in Olympia this afternoon. He
was 8§ vears old, and was born in Boone
county, Misscuri, in 1832. He came west
in 1852 with the four Hays brothers,
the Yantis famiry and a number o7 oth-
ers, who settled in and near Olympia.

In the party were Dr. N. Ostrander
and Kate and Sarah Yantis, the two Os-
trander girls and Jerusha .Jane Logan
Ilays, daughter of the leader of the
party. They crossed the plains in 14
covelred wagons,

Veteran of Indian War,

Prather parked his blankets from Cow-
litz JT.,anding, Oregon, to Olympia in
1853, and two years later joined a com-
pany of 80 volunteers to fight the In-
dians. After the Indian wars he worked
on a steamboat on the Sound for a |
number of yvears and then turned sur- |
vever in 1S538, He helped to locate the |
military road from Fort Steliacoom to
Bellingham and drove the first stake
in the preliminary survey for the North-
ern Pacific near Snoqualmile Falls.

For 12 vears Prather was a county |
commissioner of Thurston county anfdd
in the early 70’'s he became a guard at
the asvlum at Steilacoom. His last trip
cast was in 1876, when he attended the
Philadelphia exposition.

Frather's death came suddenly as he |
was talking to a woman in an antomo-
Lile., He remarked, ""When vou are as
old as I am vou won't be able to look !
under your car.” With that he com-
menced to topple over and fell to the
pavement dead.

Frather is survived by a daughter,
Mrs, Bdith Thompseon of Auburn and a
son, Samuel Prather, a member of an i
aero squadron training at Kelly Field |
Texas. Funeral arrangements have not
been announced.

[The Tacoma Daily Ledger, Tacoma, Washington, Thursday, May 9, 1918, p. 3]



Children of Thomas Prather and Agnes Winsor:

1. Edith Helen Prather

b. 11 Dec 1880 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington
d. 25 Apr 1954 Napa County, California

m. Walter Clair Thompson

2. Thomas Hays Prather
b. 11 Dec 1880 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington
d. 20 Sep 1881 Thurston County, Washington

3. Samuel Winsor Prather
b. 29 Jul 1894 Olympia, Thurston County, Washington
d. 22 Jul 1980 King County, Washington

m. Ruth Janet Palmer



























[Early History of Thurston County, Washington, 1914 Mrs. George E. Blankenship p. 134-41]



