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INTRODUCTION  

 
This project was started in the 1980s and was set aside for a period of time while I got up the 

courage to tackle German church records.  I do not speak German, although I learned a little at 

my grandmotherôs knee.  And, unfortunately, the German language in the time period I was 

dealing with was called ñold Germanò and contained as much Latin as German.   I spent time 

learning the bare bones of the German language and then tackled the translations only to quickly 

realize I was going to need help. 

 

It was difficult to find someone who understood ñold Germanò and was willing to aid me in my 

quest to translate it.  I finally found a lady in California, Joan Gunn, who was a great help.  Later, 

in correspondence over another subject I met Don Ubben, who is quite fluent in the German 

language and graciously offered to assist me.  He was not only able to provide translations for the 

various records, he was also able to add insight into the various time periods and naming 

practices.   I am deeply indebted to both of these individuals.  I am also indebted to members of 

the Bartruff family including David and Maxine Bartruff, Robert James Bartruff and Blaine and 

InesWhipple who so graciously shared their memories and family photos.  The information they 

provided was invaluable in assembling a basis for my research. 

 

Many resources were used to compile the data.  Census records were used and it is important to 

note that there are numerous errors in the various census records.  I have listed them as they were 

recorded and have not attempted to change the various descrepancies found.  Military records, 

marriage records, death records and obituaries were also used to compile the data on the various 

families.  The final information given on an individual is the best information I have been able to 

find based on all the records accessed.  Every effort has been made to provide the most accurate 

information possible but I know there will be errors.  It is also important to note, that many of the 

names changed from place to place.  Most notably, names spelled with a ñKò in Germany,  (ie. 

Jakob) were eventually spelled with a ñCò in many of the later records.   

 

It will be noticed that many descendants are simply listed as LIVING.  While I may have the 

information in my records I have made the controversial decision to not list information on 

anyone born after the 1940 census.  Many will be upset to not have their family information 

listed, while others would have been upset to see their private information used in such a public 

format.  With identity theft such an issue in these times I felt that it was in the general interest to 

preserve the privacy of those individuals still living.  In some cases, with survivors being listed in 

obituaries, it may seem like a lost cause but unless I received specific instructions from an 

individual to use their information I have not strayed from my general rule of not listing 

information on anyone born after 1940.  I picked this timeline based on the fact that the 1940 

census is now a matter of public record. 

 

It is important to note that the Martin Bartruff line is not connected to the Johannes Andreas 

Bartruff (1724-1795) that arrived in America from Germany September 23, 1752. His ship, the 

"Saint Andrew," captained by James Abercrombie, had sailed from Rotterdam to Plymouth, 

England and then to the port of Philadelphia.  His significance to the state of Pennsylvania and 

that of his descendants is well documented.  Any connection to his line would revolve around our 

first known ancestor, Martin Bartruff, who was born about 1721.   
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In addition to Johannes Andreas Bartruff there was a Frederick Bartruff who settled in Oregon in 

1867 and established the Prairie Canyon Ranch in Douglas County.  A search online will provide 

a look at this interesting landmark.  At this time, I have not found a connection to our Bartruff 

lineage.  Research on the connection will continue as time permits. 

 

This project will probably never truly be complete but I have decided that the time has come to 

share what I have accumulated.  It is my hope that it will be of interest and benefit to those 

seeking their Bartruff heritage. 

 

As my research continues I welcome all additions, photos and corrections.  They can be sent to 

SLFlora47@msn.com or mailed to Stephenie Flora, PO Box 18453, Salem, OR 97305 

 

 

mailto:SLFlora47@msn.com
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Prologue 

 
Times in Germany in the 1800s were unsettled and had been for centurys.  In hopes of starting a 

new life Frederich Ludwig and his brother, Jakob Konrad Bartruff, immigrated to America in 

1852.  They were followed soon after by their father who died a few years after his arrival.  Their 

mother also died during the same period.  It has not been determined if she remained in Germany 

with her other children or whether she attempted to immigrate as well.  It is known that several of 

the other children immigrated in later years, including Gottlieb Bartruff.  Attempts to track him 

beyond the 1880 census have been futile.  Frederich and Jakob Bartruff settled briefly in New 

York before moving to Ohio.  Frederich Bartruff later moved into Illinois where the majority of 

his family were born and raised.  Jakob followed for a time but moved back to Ohio where he 

raised a large family. 

 

 

 



Bartruff Family-Past and Present                      6 

Table of Contents 

 

Chapter 1 History of Wüerttemberg        7 

Chapter 2 Winzerhausen         12 

Chapter 3 Lauffen on the Neckar       16 

Chapter 4 Generation I- Martin Bartruff      19 

Chapter 5 Generation II-Johann Ludwig Bartruff     22 

Chapter 6 Generation III-Christian Konrad Bartruff    28 

        

Generation IV 

Chapter 7-1 Juliann Luisa Bartruff      34 

Chapter 7-2 Frederich Ludwig Bartruff     36 

 Descendents of Frederick Ludwig Bartruff:     

7-1-i  Gottlieb Frederich Bartruff    47 

7-2-ii  Charles John Bartruff     49 

7-2-ii i  Frederick A. Bartruff    117 

7-2-iv  John Bartruff     155 

7-2-v  Eva Katherine Bartruff    182 

7-2-vi  Jacob E. Bartruff     207 

7-2-vii Mary Ann Bartruff     223 

7-2-vii i Wilhemina Fredericka Bartruff   241 

7-2-ix  Joseph Bartruff     263 

7-2-x  William Bartruff     278 

7-2-xi  Theresa Louise Bartruff    295 

Chapter 7-3 Christina Marie Bartruff, Generation IV    303 

Chapter 7-4 Christian Christoph Bartruff, Generation IV    306 

Chapter 7-5 Jakob Konrad Bartruff, Generation IV    309 

Chapter 7-6 Karl Fredrich Bartruff, Generation IV    326 

Chapter 7-7 Karl Fredrich Bartruff, Generation IV    328 

Chapter 7-8 Wilhelmine Sophia Bartruff, Generation IV    330 

Chapter 7-9 Gottlieb Frederich Bartruff, Generation IV    332 

Chapter 7-10 Christiana Katarina Bartruff, Generation IV   334 

Chapter 7-11 Johann Gottlieb Bartruff, Generation IV    336 

Chapter 7-12 Wilhelmina Fredericka Bartruff, Generation IV   3338 

Chapter 7-13 Johann Gottlieb Bartruff, Generation IV    342 

 

Chapter 8 Bartruff Reunions      344 

Index          368 



Bartruff Family-Past and Present                      7 

 

 

Chapter I 

 

History of Wüerttemberg 

 
To understand the present it is often necessary to understand the past.  The Bartruff 

family was found in the Wuerrtemberg area as early as 1725.  For centuries Germany had 

experienced war and upheaval.  In the following pages I have included a small history of 

the part of Germany that included Wuerttemberg.  The information was abstracted from 

the Encyclopdia Britannica Eleventh Edition, a publication now in the public domain. 

 

 
Coat of Arms of Württemberg 

 

Württemberg refers to an area and a former state in Swabia, a region in south-western 

Germany. Its capital for the longest period by far was Stuttgart. For short periods of time, 

the seat of the government was located in Ludwigsburg and Urach. The name of the 

dynasty and the state originates from a steep Stuttgart hill, close to Stuttgart-

Untertuerkheim. 

 

Württemberg, once ruled by a series of Dukes, became a Kingdom during the reign of 

Frederck I, after the destruction of the Holy Roman Empire in 1806.  In 1918 it was 

established as a Republic. The Federal Republic of Germany was composed in 1949 and 

in 1952 Württemberg merged with Baden to become the German Land (state) of Baden-

Württemberg. 

 

Today the total area of Baden-Württemberg encompasses 13,800 square miles with a 

present day population numbered at 10.7 million.  It shares its borders with France, 

Switzerland, Rhineland Palatinate, Hesse and Bavaria. (Germanyôs land area, as a whole, 

is slightly smaller than the American state of Montana). 

 

Climate: 

The climate of Baden-Württemberg differs greatly among the various regions of the 

Land. The upper Rhine Valley is the warmest area, with a yearly mean average of 48°ï

50° F (9°ï10° C), whereas the Alb is colder, with a mean average of about 40°ï44° F 
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(4.5°ï7° C). Here, and in parts of the Black Forest, there is a yearly average of two 

months of frost. As a rule, spring comes to the southern part of the upper Rhine Valley 

before April 20 but does not reach the highest regions of the Alb until after May 25. The 

latter region also has the highest amount of precipitation in the Land, because of the 

westerly winds that drive ocean cloud formations across France to discharge over the 

slopes of the Black Forest and the Alb. The annual rainfall in the upper Rhine Valley is 

26 inches (650 mm), compared with 79 inches (2,000 mm) on the Feldberg, a favorite ski 

resort. The average precipitation in the Alb district is 40 inches (a little over 1,000 mm), 

but in the valley of the Neckar River and in the valley of the Tauber River, lying farther 

east, the amount of precipitation is often less than 24 inches (600 mm), and most of this is 

summer rain. 

 

Agriculture:  
The Kingdom of Württemberg essentially formed an agricultural state, and of its 

4,821,760 acres, 44.9 % comprised agricultural land and gardens, 1.1% vineyards, 17.9% 

meadows and pastures, and 30.8% forest. 

 

It possessed rich meadowlands, cornfields, orchards, gardens, and hills covered with 

vines. The chief agricultural products were oats, spelt, rye, wheat, barley, hops. To these 

add wine (mostly of excellent quality), peas and beans, maize, fruit, (chiefly cherries and 

apples), beets and tobacco, and garden and dairy produce.  Württembergers reared 

considerable numbers of cattle, sheep and pigs; and paid great attention to the breeding of 

horses. 

 

 

History:  
The origin of the name Württemberg  remains obscure.  From serving as the name of a 

castle near the Stuttgart city district of Rothenberg it extended over the surrounding 

country, and as the lords of this district increased their possessions so the name covered 

an ever-widening area, until it reached its present denotation. Early forms of it include 

Wirtenberg, Wirtembenc and Wirtenberc. Wirtemberg was long current, and in the latter 

part of the 16th century Würtemberg and Württemberg appeared. In 1806 Württemberg 

became the official spelling, though Wurtemberg also appears frequently and occurs 

sometimes in official documents and even on coins issued after that date. 

 

Württemberg's first known inhabitants, the Celts, preceded the arrival of the Germanic 

Tribes referred to as Suebi. In the 1st century A.D. the Romans conquered the land and 

defended their position there by constructing a rampart. Early in the 3rd century the 

Alemanni drove the Romans beyond the Rhine and the Danube, but in their turn they 

succumbed to the Franks under Clovis, the decisive battle taking place in 496. For about 

four hundred years the district formed part of the Frankish empire, being administered by 

counts, but in the 9th century the German duchy of Swabia subsumed it. The following 

centuries were marked by wealth for the rulers and poverty for the population.  Many 

wars and conflicts were fought to gain and maintain control of the region. 
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In 1688, 1703 and 1707 the French entered the duchy and inflicted brutalities and 

sufferings upon the inhabitants. The sparsely populated country afforded a welcome to 

fugitive persecuted Christians, the Waldenses, who did something to restore it to 

prosperity, but the extravagance of the ruling duke, anxious to provide for the expensive 

tastes of his mistress, Christiana Wilhelmina von Grävenitz, partly neutralized this 

benefit. 

 

Charles Alexander, who became duke in 1733, had become a Roman Catholic while an 

officer in the Austrian service. His favorite adviser was the Jew Josef Süss Oppenheimer, 

and suspicions arose that master and servant were aiming at the suppression of the diet 

and the introduction of Roman Catholicism. However, the sudden death of Charles 

Alexander in March 1737 put an abrupt end to any such plans, and the regent, Charles 

Rudolph of Württtemberg-Neuenstadt, had Oppenheimer hanged. 

 

Charles Eugene (1728-1793), who came of age in 1744, appeared gifted, but vicious and 

extravagant, and he soon fell into the hands of unworthy favorites. He spent a great deal 

of money in building palaces at Stuttgart and elsewhere, and took the course, unpopular 

with his Protestant subjects, of fighting against Prussia during the Seven Years War of 

1756 - 1763. His whole reign featured dissension between the ruler and the ruled, the 

duke's irregular and arbitrary methods of raising money arousing great discontent. The 

intervention of the emperor and even of foreign powers ensued, and in 1770 a formal 

arrangement removed some of the grievances of the people 

 

When Frederick II became duke in 1797, Protestantism returned to the ducal household, 

and the royal house adhered to this faith thereafter.  Frederick II (1754-1816), a prince 

who modeled himself on Frederick the Great, took part in the war against France in 

defiance of the wishes of his people, and when the French again invaded and devastated 

the country he retired to Erlangen, where he remained until after the conclusion of the 

peace of Lunéville on 9 February 1801. By a private treaty with France, signed in March 

1802, he ceded his possessions on the left bank of the Rhine, receiving in return nine 

imperial towns, among them Reutlingen and Heilbronn, and some other territories, 

amounting altogether to about 850 square miles (2,200 km²) and containing about 

124,000 inhabitants. He also accepted from Napoleon in 1803 the title of elector. The 

new districts were not incorporated with the duchy, but remained separate; they were 

known as "New Württemberg". 

 

In 1805 Württemberg took up arms on the side of France, and by the Treaty of Pressburg 

in December 1805 the elector received as reward various Austrian possessions in Swabia 

and other lands in the neighborhood. 

 

The Kingdom of Württemberg (1806ï1918): 
On January 1, 1806 Duke Frederick II assumed the title of king as King Frederick I, 

abrogated the constitution and united old and new Württemberg. Subsequently he placed 

the property of the church under the control of the state. In 1806 he joined the 

Confederation of the Rhine and received further additions of territory containing 160,000 

inhabitants; a little later, by the peace of Vienna in October 1809, about 110,000 more 
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persons came under his rule. In return for these favors Frederick joined Napoleon 

Bonaparte in his campaigns against Prussia, Austria and Russia, and of 16,000 of his 

subjects who marched to Moscow only a few hundred returned. Then, after the Battle of 

Leipzig (October 1813), King Frederick deserted the waning fortunes of the French 

emperor, and by a treaty made with Metternich at Fulda in November 1813 he secured 

the confirmation of his royal title and of his recent acquisitions of territory, while his 

troops marched with those of the allies into France. In 1815 the king joined the German 

Confederation, but the Congress of Vienna made no change in the extent of his lands. In 

the same year he laid before the representatives of his people the outline of a new 

constitution, but they rejected this, and in the midst of the commotion Frederick died on 

October 30, 1816. 

 

At once the new king, William I took up the constitutional question and after much 

discussion granted a new constitution in September 1819. This constitution, with 

subsequent modifications, remained in force until 1918. A period of quietness now set in, 

and the condition of the kingdom, its education, its agriculture and its trade and 

manufactures, began to receive earnest attention, while by frugality, both in public and in 

private matters, King William I helped to repair the shattered finances of the country. But 

the desire for greater political freedom did not entirely fade away under the constitution 

of 1819, and after 1830 a certain amount of unrest occurred. This, however, soon passed 

away, while the inclusion of Württemberg in the German Zollverein and the construction 

of railways fostered trade. 

 

The revolutionary movement of 1848 did not leave Württemberg untouched, although no 

actual violence took place within the kingdom. King William had to dismiss Johannes 

Schlayer and his other ministers, and to call to power men with more liberal ideas, the 

exponents of the idea of a united Germany. King William did proclaim a democratic 

constitution, but as soon as the movement had spent its force he dismissed the liberal 

ministers, and in October 1849 Schlayer and his associates returned to power. By 

interfering with popular electoral rights the king and his ministers succeeded in 

assembling a servile diet (legislative body) in 1851, and this surrendered all the privileges 

gained since 1848. In this way the authorities restored the constitution of 1819, and 

power passed into the hands of a bureaucracy. An agreement with the Roman Catholic 

Papacy proved almost the last act of William's long reign, but the diet repudiated the 

agreement, preferring to regulate relations between church and state in its own way. 

 

In July 1864, Charles I succeeded his father William I as king and had almost at once to 

face considerable difficulties. In the duel between Austria and Prussia for supremacy in 

Germany, William I had consistently taken the Austrian side, and this policy was equally 

acceptable to the new king and his advisers. In 1866 Württemberg took up arms on behalf 

of Austria in the Austro-Prussian War, but three weeks after the Battle of Königgratz (3 

July 1866) her troops suffered a comprehensive defeat and the country lay at the mercy of 

Prussia. The Prussians occupied the northern part of Württemberg and negotiated a peace 

in August 1866; by this Württemberg paid an indemnity of 8,000,000 gulden, but she at 

once concluded a secret offensive and defensive treaty with her conqueror. Württemberg 

was a party to the St Petersburg Declaration of 1868. 
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The end of the struggle against Prussia allowed a renewal of democratic agitation in 

Württemberg, but this had achieved no tangible results when the great war between 

France and Prussia broke out in 1870. Although the policy of Württemberg had continued 

antagonistic to Prussia, the kingdom shared in the national enthusiasm which swept over 

Germany, and its troops took a creditable part in the Battle of Worth and in other 

operations of the war. In 1871 Württemberg became a member of the new German 

Empire, but retained control of her own post office, telegraphs and railways. She had also 

certain special privileges with regard to taxation and the army, and for the next ten years 

Württemberg's policy enthusiastically supported the new order. Many important reforms, 

especially in the area of finance, ensued, but a proposal for a union of the railway system 

with that of the rest of Germany failed. After reductions in taxation in 1889, the reform of 

the constitution became the question of the hour. King Charles and his ministers wished 

to strengthen the conservative element in the chambers, but the laws of 1874, 1876 and 

1879 only affected slight reforms pending a more thorough settlement. On October 6, 

1891 King Charles died suddenly; his cousin William II succeeded and continued the 

policy of his predecessor. 

 

Discussions on the reform of the constitution continued, and the election of 1895 

memorably returned a powerful party of democrats. King William had no sons, nor had 

his only Protestant kinsman, Duke Nicholas; consequently the succession would 

ultimately pass to a Roman Catholic branch of the family, and this prospect raised certain 

difficulties about the relations between church and state. The heir to the throne in 1910 

was the Roman Catholic Duke Albert. 

 

Between 1900 and 1910 the political history of Württemberg centered round the 

settlement of the constitutional and the educational questions. The constitution underwent 

revision in 1906, and a settlement of the education difficulty occurred in 1909. In 1904 

the railway system integrated with that of the rest of Germany. 

 

Post-Royal Württemberg: 

In the course of the revolutionary activities at the close of World War I in November 

1918, King William II abdicated and a republican government ensued. 

 

Württemberg became a state (Land) in the new Weimar Republic. After World War II in 

1945, Württemberg was split between the newly founded states of Württemberg-Baden 

and Württemberg-Hohenzollern. Both of these finally became part of Baden-

Württemberg in 1952. 
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Chapter 2 

 

Winzerhausen 

 
 
Winzerhausen is located halfway between Heilbronn and Ludwigsburg and is noted by the small 

circle.  Oberstenfeld is to the right of Winzerhausen and was also the home of early Bartruffs. 
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.   

 

Winzerhausen is still the home of many with the surname Bartruff.  They may be 

descendants of the children who elected to remain in Germany.  Winzerhausen is situated 

at the base of the Wunnenstein, a 1150ô high mountain. The village was first named in 

1247 as Winzilhausen. In former times there stood on top of the mountain, a small 

church, the Michaelskirche, with a cemetery. The local nobility became extinct in 1413, 

and at this time the castle was also destroyed.  The church members moved in 1415 to the 

monastery Murrhardt, and in 1425 to nearby Oberstenfeld  

 

In 1525, Winzilhausen, as mentioned above, was a gathering place of the Aufständischen, 

(Aufstªndischen translates to ñrebelsò and referred to local Christian peasants who were 

revolting against the ruler at the time).  The Michaelskirche on the Wunnenstein was 

closed in 1563 on instruction of Duke Christophs, as it was no longer needed as a 

pilgrimage church after the reformation. 

 

ñWinzerhausen has about 1200 inhabitants and is incorporated to GroÇbottwar.  The 

Bottwar is a small river running to the Murr which is a tributary of the river, Neckar. The 

slopes are covered with vineyards and the village is surrounded by cultivated lands.ò 

[Information provided in correspondence with Robert Anger, a resident of the area in 

2007.] 

The weather is moderate.  July is warmest with an average temperature of 75.2 °F at noon. 

January is coldest with an average temperature of 28.04 °F at night. Winzerhausen has distinct 

cold and warm seasons, with cold winters and warm summers.  

Winter has prolongued freezing periods, with the coldest month most often being January. July is 

on average the month with the most sunshine. Rainfall has no distinct peak month. 

Average Temperature for Winzerhausen 

  
Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

3°c 5°c 10°c 13°c 17°c 21°c 23°c 23°c 21°c 15°c 9°c 5°c 

-1°c 0°c 4°c 5°c 9°c 13°c 15°c 14°c 12°c 8°c 4°c 1°c 

Average Precipitation and Rainfall days for Winzerhausen 

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep Oct  Nov Dec 

48mm  39mm  42mm  51mm  87mm  87mm  54mm  66mm  36mm  57mm  48mm  57mm  

21 18 19 18 22 20 16 17 14 17 16 22 

Winzerhausen has experienced eathquakes about every 50 years ranging 5-6 on the 

Richter scale.  The damage has been slight but has been unsettling to the residents.    

Nestled in the valley, they received the runoff from the surrounding hills making their 

risk of flooding substantial. 
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Winzerhausen at the base of the Wunnenstein Mountain by Felix Koenig 

 

 
Wunnenstein Mountain by Christian Lipp 
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Winzerhausen Gronerstrasse  

by Hansjorg Lipp 

 
Winzerhause hauser in der Wunnenstein  

by Hansjorg Lipp 

 
Winzerhausen Fields by Chrisitian Lipp 
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Chapter 3 

Lauffen on the Neckar 

 

Lauffen as seen from Geigersberg Hill by A. Kniesel 2006 

 

Lauffen on the Neckar river was the home of Fredericka Wilhelmina Spangler.  She 

became the wife of Frederick Ludwig Bartruff around 1852 when they both immigrated 

to America. 

Lauffen is located in the southern part of the district of Heilbronn, 9 kilometres south of 

Heilbronn and 50 kilometres north of the capital of Baden-Württemberg, Stuttgart, on the 

Neckar. The small river Zaber flows into the Neckar at this point. The neck of the 

previous great bow in the course of the north-flowing Neckar was broken through by 

erosion somewhere between 400 BC and 100 BC and for several centuries the 

watercourse survived as a ring of lakes. The old circular riverbed is now dry, apart from 

one small artificial lake. Along the old riverbed, a round hill was formed - its slopes now 

partially covered by the Kaywald forest and with other areas given over to the cultivation 

of vines. There is a hill on the western bank of the Neckar at the centre point of the 

ancient river bow. This hill became separated from another on the present eastern bank 

when the river broke through. Lauffen grew up on the western bank, on the ridge which is 

the site of todayôs Regiswindis Church. This hill settlement became known as Lauffen-

Dorf (Lauffen village). In the middle of the river, between the two hills, is an island with 

a castle. This castle, originally the seat of the Earls of Lauffen, is now home to the town 

hall - the island itself is a nature reserve.  
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Town Hall of Lauffen by Felix Koenig 

 

Another settlement, Lauffen-Stadt (Lauffen town), later established itself on the hill on 

the eastern bank. The two districts, Lauffen-Dorf and Lauffen-Stadt, are joined by a 

bridge. A smaller bridge from Lauffen-Stadt leads to the island and the town hall. Yet 

another district, the so-called Lauffen-Dörfle (Lauffen little village), grew up around a 

convent and is situated on the western bank to the north of Lauffen-Dorf and the Zaber. 

An exclave of Lauffen, the town's forest of Etzlenswenden, is located further east in the 

Löwenstein Mountains. It is presumed that this forested area was allocated to the town by 

its founders in around AD 1200, as there was no other forest within its boundaries from 

which timber and firewood could be obtained. It is here, in the exclave, that the highest 

point is situated ï 452 m above sea level; the lowest point ï 154 m above sea level is by 

the Neckar.  The localities of Lauffen-Stadt (town) and Lauffen-Dorf (village) were 

combined on 1 April 1914 to create today's Lauffen am Neckar. The outlying farmsteads 

of the Landturm, an old customs house on the former Württemberg boundary, are 

included as part of the town. The defunct hamlets of Osterhofen and Talhofen originally 

lay within its bounds. 
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Lauffen on the Neckar 

Photo by Enslin 2005 

 

Over the decades repeated wars decimated the area.  In 1810 the bridge over the Neckar 

was again renovated, the wooden elements being replaced by masonry.  In 1817, the 

council bought the Neckar Island with the intention of using the site for a town hall.  

During the 19th century, emphasis was placed on agriculture. The lake of Lauffen was 

drained in 1820, thus producing 200 acres (0.8 km
2
) of additional land. With the lake 

gone, the inhabitants lost a rich source of food but, on the other hand, the water had also 

been the cause of fevers. 

Wine growing was improved by abandoning unprofitable varieties. The main variety 

became Pinot Blanc. The town planted more than 2,000 fruit trees within its boundaries 

and countless willows along the banks of the Neckar. Agriculture continued to increase in 

importance.  From 2000 inhabitants in 1800, the population increased to approximately 

4000 in 1850.    
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Chapter 4 

 

 

 

Martin Bartruff 

 

 
Generation I 
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Descendants of Martin Bartruff 

 

MARTIN BARTRUFF was born Abt. 1725, and died Bef. 1781.  He married SYLVIA 

CHRISTINA (maiden name unknown at this time) 

Martin was listed as having resided in Obersteinfeld on his son, Johann's, family registry. While 

the old church records use the Obersteinfeld spelling, other sources list it as Oberstenfeld 

including the information provided by Wikipedia in the article that follows. 

Child of MARTIN BARTRUFF and SYLVIA CHRISTINA (UNKNOWN): 

I. JOHANN LUDWIG BARTRUFF was born 03 Feb 1747/48. He married DOROTHEA 

SEITER, 30 Oct 1781, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany; born29 Jun 1755 and died 29 

Dec 1836.  

"Oberstenfeld is located in the upper Bottwar river valley. It lays in the northeast of the district 

of Ludwigsburg. In the north it borders to the Löwensteiner Berge hills, in the west there are the 

hills Forstberg and Wunnenstein covered by vineyards.  It is located 4.3km from Winzerhausen, 

where Johann Ludwig Bartruff is found in 1781. 

   Oberstenfeld originated in the seventh or eighth century, and belonged to the Lichtenberg castle 

residing above the town. 

   The Oberstenfeld nunnery was founded in 1016.  Its patronage was taken over in 1357 when the 

count of Lichtenberg sold the town to the duke of Württemberg. In 1540 it adopted the 

reformation but remained a part of the Imperial Knights until 1803 when it was taken in by the 

duchy of Württemberg 

.  

 Located on top of a hill, amidst idyllic vineyards,  

Oberstenfeld is guarded by the Lichtenberg castle. 

Photo was taken by Schemlzle in 2009. 
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Peterskirche (St. Peterôs Church)  

The photo was taken by Mussklprozz in 2006 

The Romanesque Peterskirche (St. Peter's church) is situated on a hill, about one kilometer north 

of downtown Oberstenfeld. Built in the mid 11th century, it is a relic of a lost precursor 

commune. The choir was arched over and the church's inside was painted with frescos in the 13th 

century. Some of those frescos are still present today. The church was nearly forgotten and 

unused for a long time. However, it is used for protestant and occasionally also for Roman 

Catholic services since it was restored between 1973 and 1976. 

The Cyriakuskirche (Cyriakus' church), located in Gronau, is second eldest church of the 

municipality. Its choir tower is a relic of the Gothic first building phase which took place in the 

13th and 14th century. It was rebuilt and extended in 1599. 

The Stiftskirche (Collegiate church) St. Johannes der Täufer (St. John the Baptist), located 

downtown Oberstenfeld, is one of the state's most important Romanesque churches. The nave was 

built about 1220, the choir tower about 1230 CE. It is open to the public May to October on 

Sundays between 11 and 1 o'clock. Guided tours are available. 

Nearby is the Dorfkirche (Community church), which was built in the 9th century as 

Galluskapelle (Gallus' chapel). It became the prayer room of the market town community in 

contradiction to the collegiate church which was reserved for the canonesses. After heavy damage 

in 1693 it was newly built in 1738. The porch in the north is decorated with the coat of arms of 

the municipality, which can also be found on the weather vane. 

In the centre are a few restored baroque timbered framed houses. Among them are the town hall, 

built single-story in 1698 with two more stories attached in 1840; the timber framed house in the 

Großbottwerer Straße 14, built in 1700; the bakery which is the former de:Pfrundhaus built in 

1702, originally used as dwelling for the canonesses; the winemaker's house (Winzerhaus) in 

Berggasse 2, built in 1737 and the cooper's house (Küferhaus) in the Küfergasse 15, built in 1726.  
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Chapter 5 

 

 

Johann Ludwig Bartruff 

 

Generation II 
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Descendants of Johann Ludwig Bartruff 

JOHANN LUDWIG BARTRUFF was born on 03 Feb 1748. He married DOROTHEA SEITER 

on 30 Oct 1781, daughter of JOHAN JAKOB SEITER and ANNA MARIE BARTENBACH. She 

was born on 29 Jun 1755 and died on 29 Dec 1836 in Winzerhausen, Wuerttemberg, Germany.  

[The maiden name of Johannôs wife is somewhat confusing on the various records.  It appears to 

be listed as Seikern/Seikerin/Seikrin/Seiter and Suiter but in the final analysis it appears it was 

Seiter.] 

By 1781 Johann Ludwig Bartruff is living in Winzerhausen.  Primarily an agricultural area, a 

satellite map on Google Earth shows that it appears much the same today as it probably did 

during that time period. 

Johann was a shoemaker according to the marriage records of his son, Johann.  Other records 

state he was a wine grape grower.  He was the father of nine children, at least four of which died 

young.  Information on three of his daughters (Christina, Rosina and Maria) and one son (Johann) 

have not been found at this time.  They may have moved out of the village as young adults and 

will be found in other parish records as my research continues.  The church register states that 

Johann is the son of Martin Bartruff, of Obersteinfeld and Sylvia Christina (maiden name not 

listed).   

During my research, it came to my attention that some of the christenings for the children of 

Johann Bartruff were witnessed by the Community Agent for the Poor. I questioned Joan Gunn, a 

teacher and translator for early German records, as to whether there was any significance to that 

fact.  Her reply was: "Because the Community Agent overseeing Alms to the Poor is a very 

important and respected position, it is likely that this particular family was moderately well off.  

Sort of like having a judge or a mayor as a witness, the Poor manager is about third in status in 

the village, so would only be a witness for people, not necessarily wealthy, but more "upper 

crust".  

Don Ubben, a translator who was of great assistance to me, noted that during this particular time 

period in Germany, families often used the name of their village in their name, usually in the 

middle name.  Based on that practice there was some thought that the Ludwig in Johannôs middle 

name may have significance with Ludwigsberg, which is about 85 miles NE of Winzerhausen.   

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Winzerhausen,+Germany&sll=49.707749,10.014664&sspn=0.014598,0.032916&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Winzerhausen+Gro%C3%9Fbottwar,+Ludwigsburg,+Baden-W%C3%BCrttemberg,+Germany&ll=49.025122,9.263406&spn=0.014802,0.032916&t=h&z=15
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Children of JOHANN BARTRUFF and DOROTHEA SEILER are: 

 I. JOSEPH CONRAD BARTRUFF was born 12 Aug 1782, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany.  He died 19 Aug 1782, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, 

Germany. 

 

 II . CHRISTINA REBECCA BARTRUFF was born 24 Jul 1783, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany. 

 

 III . ROSINA CLARA BARTRUFFwas born 13 Dec 1784, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany. 

 

 IV . MARIA DOROTHEA BARTRUFFwas born 09 Jul 1788, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany. 

 

 V. INFANT SON BARTRUFFwas born 13 May 1789, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, 

Germany.  He died 13 May 1789, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany. ñan 

infant son-stillbornò On one Family Register it gives the birth and death date as 12 

May 1789 but the 1787-1792 Family Register shows birth and death as 13 May 

1789. 

 

 VI. CHRISTIAN KONRAD BARTRUFF was born 06 Feb 1792, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany and died Bet. 1860 - 1870, probably OH. 

 

 VII . JOHANN GEORG BARTRUFF was born 16 Nov 1793, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany.  He died 22 Nov 1793, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, 

Germany. 

 

 VIII . SYBILLA  REBECCA BARTRUFF was born 06 Jan 1795, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany.  He died 07 Feb 1798, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, 

Germany 

 

 IX .   JOHANN GEORG BARTRUFF was born 27 Oct 1796, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany. 
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Johann Ludwig Bartruff Family Register 1787-1792 

 
 

Johann Ludwig Bartruff 

burger and shoemaker 

b. 03 Feb 1848 

 

Dorothea 

born Seikrin (Seiter) 

29 Jun 1755 

 

Children: 

Christina Rebecca b. 24 Jul 1783 

Rosina Clara b. 13 Dec 1784 

Maria Dorothea b. 09 Jul 1788 

b. 13 May 1789 a little son, stillborn 

Christian Konradt b. 06 Feb 1792 between 5 and 6 in the morning 
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Johann Ludwig Bartruff Family Register 1793-1798 

 

Joh. Ludwig Bartruff 

burger (resident) and wine grape grower 

b. 03 Feb 1848 

 

father: Martin Bartruff deceased, Obersteinfeld 

mother: Sylvia Christina 

 

Dorothea 

born Seiterin (Seiter) 

b. 24 Feb 1855 

 

father: Johann Jakob Seikern (Seiter) 

 

mother: Anna Maria, born Bartenbach 

 

Children: 

 
Jos Conrad was born 12 Aug 1782 d. d. 19 Aug 1782 

Christina Rebecca b. 24 Jul 1783 

Rosina Clara b. 13 Dec 1784 

Maria Dorothea b. 09 Jul 1788 

little son, stillborn b. 12 May 1789 

Christian Conradt b. 06 Feb 1792 

Johann Georg b. 16 Nov 1793 d. 22 Nov 1793,  
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Johann Ludwig Bartruff Family Register, Winzerhausen, Germany 

 

Joh. Ludwig Bartruff                 married 30 Oct 1786           Dorothea 

burger (resident) and winegrape grower 

d. 28 May 1826                                                                      d. 29 Dec 1836 

Father: Martin Bartruff in Oberstenfeld   Jacob Seiter 

Mother: Sylvia Christina      Anna Maria Bartenbach 

Children 

Joseph Konrad  b. 14 Aug 1782      d. 19 Aug 1782 

Christina Rebecca b. 24 Jul 1783   conf 1797    

Rosina Clara b. 13 Dec 1784   conf 1798 

Maria Dorothea b. 09 Jul 1788  conf 1802 

little son, stillborn b. 12 May 1789 d.  

Christian Konrad b. 06 Feb 1794  conf 1806 

Joh. George. b. 16 Nov 1793 28 Nov 1793 

Sybilla Rebekka b. 06 Jan 1795  d. 07 Jan 1795 

Johann George b. 27 Oct 1796 d. 29 Oct 1796 
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Chapter 6 

 

Christian Konrad Bartruff 

 

Generation III 
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Christian Konrad Bartruff  
 

 

 

CHRISTIAN KONRAD  BARTRUFF (Johann Ludwig2, Martin Bartruf) was born on 06 Feb 

1792 in Winzerhausen, Wuerttemberg, Germany.  He was one of nine known children born to 

Johann Ludwig Bartruff and Dorothea Seiter.  Christian died between 1860-1870 in probably OH. 

He married EVA LUISE SCHAFER  on 25 May 1824 in Winzerhausen, Wuerttemberg, 

Germany, daughter of JACOB BALTHASAR SCHAFER and JULIANA MARIA SCHREINER.   

She was born on 23 Dec 1803 in Grossbottwar, Wuerttemberg, Germany. She died on 05 Dec 

1858 probably in Germany. 
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Christian and wife, Eva, were the parents of thirteen children: five died at a young age, at least 

four immigrated to America; and the fate of the remaining children has yet to be found.  As the 

following pages will illustrate, finding and reading the old records has been difficult.  Further 

research may turn up the answers lacking to-date.  Variances in their names will be seen in further 

records. 

 

New York Passenger Lists 1851-1891 Line 13, Microfilm 179, List #1184 

Name: Bartruff, Christian 

Arrival date: 05 Oct 1857 

Est birth year: 1792 

Age: 65 

Gender: male 

Port of Departure: LeHavre, France 

Destination: United States of America 

Place of Origin: Württemberg 

Ship Name: Logan 

Port of Arrival: New York 
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Immigration Record for Christian Bartruff: 

 

It is interesting to note that Christian immigrated to America in 1857.  There is no mention of his 

wife accompanying him and it is noted that she died the end of 1858.  Perhaps he was coming 

ahead to prepare for her later arrival.  Although he shows up in the 1860 census it appears he 

probably died sometime prior to the 1870 census. 

 

1860 Scioto Twp, Pike Co, PO Piketon, OH July 19, 1860; Frederick Badroof (sic), 34, m, 

farmer, $400 $300, Wurtemberg; Fredericka, 28, f, OH; Charles, 7, OH; Frederick, 5, m, OH; 

John, 4, m, OH; Catherine, 1, f, OH; Conrad Badroof (sic), 68, m, shoemaker, $0 $50, 

Wuertemberg [note that the census states that Fredericka was born in OH rather than in 

Wuertemberg as it should have stated] 
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Children of CHRISTIAN BARTRUFF and EVA SCHAFER are: 

1. JULIANN LUISA BARTRUFF was born 18 Feb 1825, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, 

Germany.   

 

2. FREDERICK LUDWIG BARTRUFF was born on 06 Jun 1826 in Winzerhausen, Oberamt 

Morbach, Württemberg, Germany. He died on 16 Jan 1902 in Jonesboro, Union Co, IL. He 

married KATHARINE FREDRICKA SPENGLER in Feb 1852. She was born on 28 Sep 

1832 in Lauffen on the Necktar, Wurtemburg, Germany. She died on 29 Jun 1899 in 

Jonesboro, Union Co, IL. 

 

3. CHRISTINA MARIE BARTRUFF was born 13 Aug 1828, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, 

Germany.  She died 1892.  .   

 

4. CHRISTIAN CHRISTOPH BARTRUFF was born on 26 Jan 1830 in Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany. He married CHRISTINA KATHARINE MACHLER on 01 May 

1871 in Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany.  She was the daughter of Gottfried Moehlnid 

and Rosine Juliana Warthenger.  She was born on 28 Aug 1830 in Kleinaspach, Germany 

 

5. JAKOB KONRAD BARTRUFF was born on 21 Mar 1832 in Winzerhausen, Oberamt 

Morbach, Württemberg, Germany. He died on 15 Oct 1902 in Fayette Co, OH. He married 

MARY ANNA SHUSTER on 12 Nov 1862 in Pike Co, OH, daughter of George Schuster and 

Elizabeth Unknown. She was born in Nov 1844 in OH. 

 

6. KARL FRIEDRICH AUGUST BARTRUFF was born on 05 Sep 1833 in Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany. He died on 19 Sep 1833 in Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany.  

 

7. KARL FRIEDRICH AUGUST BARTRUFF was born on 22 Nov 1934 in Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany. He died on 19 May 1935 in Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany.  

 

8. WILHELMINA SOPHIA BARTRUFF was born 02 Apr 1836, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany.  She died 02 Jun 1836, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany.   

 

9. GOTTLIEB FRIEDERICH BARTRUFF was born on 15 Aug 1837 in Winzerhausen, 

Wuerttemberg, Germany. He married CHRISTIANE ELIZABETHA SCHACHTERLE about 

1859. She was born on 26 Jul 1825 in Brck., Württemberg, Germany (Nordheim). 

 

10. CHRISTIANA KATHARINA BARTRUFF was born 16 Nov 1838, Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany.  She died 10 Feb 1839, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany. 

 

11. JOHANN GOTTLIEB BARTRUFF was born 07 Feb 1840, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, 

Germany.  He died 22 Feb 1840, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany.   

 

12. WILHELMINA FREDERIKA BARTRUFF was born on 19 Jun 1841 in Winzerhausen, 

Württemberg, Germany. She died on 15 Nov 1921 in Walbash Twp, Clark Co, IL.  She 

married ADOLPH CARL HUPPERT in 1881 in Jackson Co, IL, son of Adolph Huppert and 

Caroline Ebersohl  

 

13. JOHANN GOTTLIEB BARTRUFF was born 07 Oct 1843, Winzerhausen, Württemberg, 

Germany.  He married WILHELMINA SHAEFER VON ISFELD. 
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Chapter 7-1 

 
 

 

Juliann Luisa Bartruff 

 

 
 

Generation IV 
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1.  JULIANN LUISA BARTRUFF (Christian Konrad3, Johann Ludwig2, Martin1 Bartruf) was 

born 18 Feb 1825 Winzerhausen, Württemberg, Germany. 

 

 

   

 
 

 

It is noted that a Louise Bartruff  born 1824 Germany emigrated to NY 16 Jul 1851.  Whether 

it is the same individual has not been determined.   
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Chapter 7-2 

 
 

 

Frederick Ludwig Bartruff 

 

 
 

Generation IV 
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2. FREDERICK LUDWIG 4 BARTRUFF (Christian Konrad3, Johann Ludwig2, Martin1 

Bartruf) was born on 06 Jun 1826 in Winzerhausen, Oberamt Morbach, Wuerttemberg, Germany. 

He died on 16 Jan 1902 in Jonesboro, Union Co, IL. He married KATHARINE FREDRICKA 

SPANGLER in Feb 1852. She was born on 28 Sep 1832 in Lauffen on the Necktar, 

Wurtemburg, Germany. She died on 29 Jun 1899 in Jonesboro, Union Co, IL. 

 

 
 

Frederick and Katharine Fredericka (Spengler) Bartruff 

shown with children Joseph, Theresa and William c1890 

[photo contributed by Ward Bartruff] 
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Ludwig Frederich Bartruff Christening Records 
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Ludwig Friedrich Bartruff Immigration Records 

 
 

 

No: 12890 

Name: Bartruff, Ludwig Friedrich 

Ref to: Bartruff, Jakob Konrad 

Place from: Winzerhausen, Stadt, Grossbottwar, LB 

Office: Marbach 

Emigration year: 1852 

Destination: North America 

"The name of Winzerhausen, where your great grandfather was born, means in German ña place 

where inhabit vine-growersò ï even now (www.grossbottwar.de/)   Itôs between Stuttgart and 

Heilbronn. Generally they are not poor places. But, as my great grandfather, he left to avoid the 

partition of the property, maybe? [Best regards, Pierre Stabenbordt ] 

Württemberg Emigration Index 

District: Marbach   Name: Bartruff, Ludwig Friedrich   Birth Place: Winzerhausen   Application 

Date: before 1852   Destination: N-America   Number: 838270.00 

 

Württemberg Emigration Records-Hauptstaatsarchiv Stuttgart (HStas) 

(Nr.) #12890 

(Namen) Ludwig Friedrich Bartruff,  

(Familienstnad) single,  

(Konfession) Evangelical,  

(Beruf) occupation-weaver,  

(Ort) place-Winzerhausen, Stadt, GrosBottwar, LB,  

(Amt) office-Marbach,  

(Emigrationsjahr) emigration year-1852,  

(Zielland) destination-North America,  

(Anzahl Erwachsene) number adults-2,  

(Vermogen) wealth-200 fl. zus.;  

(Verweis Bartruff, Jakob Konrad) refer to Bartruff, Jakob Konrad 
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Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, 1500s-1900s 

1850-1860 Ludwig Friedrich Bartruff, 1852, North America 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Bartruff Family-Past and Present                      41 

 

Family Legend states: 

   ñKatharine Fredericka Spengler and Frederick Ludwig Bartruff came to America from 

Wuerttenbergm Germany about the year 1852. 

   It has not been determined whether Frederick and Katherine were married in Winzerhausen, 

aboard ship or upon arrival in New York City.  Fredericka helped load coal on the ship to pay for 

her passage to America.  Frederick emigrated to escape the draft into the Prussian Army.  [This is 

probably an error.  It appears more likely that they were looking for a better life after years of 

hard times and the new threat of having their property taken from them.] They came to New York 

and faced very hard times.  They became rag pickers to live and Fredericka made and sold 

buttons out of bone for money.  They struggled with the language.   

   One child born in New York (Gotlieb) died in infancy.  They spent several years in New York 

City before settling near Piketon in Pike Co, Ohio.  They had a family of 12 children, two of 

which died in infancy. 

   Katherine had found work as a servant in a rich home but didn't dare tell them she was pregnant 

for fear of losing her job.  Frederick, who had been a cobbler, eventually built up a good business.  

They made enough money to buy a small farm in Ohio. 

   During the Civil War, Frederick hid in a cave on the farm to avoid conscription.  The oldest 

daughter, Katherine Eva, remembered carrying food to him when she was about four years old. 

   In 1869 they came by flat boat down the Ohio River to Cairo, IL and were met by a neighbor 

with an ox cart and taken to Jonesboro, IL.ñ [Biography passed down in family from previous  

generations] 

 

1860: Scioto Twp, Pike Co, PO Piketon, OH July 19, 1860; Frederick Badroof, 34, m, farmer,  

$400-$300, Wurtemberg; Fredericka, 28, f, OH; Charles, 7, m, OH; Frederick,  5, m,  OH; John, 

4, m, OH; Catherine, 1, f , OH; (father) Conrad Badroof, 68, m, shoemaker, $0-$50, 

Wuertemberg 

 

 
Bartruff Farm in Ohio 
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Fredrick Ludwig Bartruffô's land in Ohio.   

[Photos contributed in 2006 by Gwen VanHorn, who says land was hilly and no doubt hard to 

farm.  Frederick may have thought so also because by 1870 he had moved to Illinois.] 

1870: Dongola Pct, Union Co, IL, June 8, 1870; Frederic Bartroff, 44, farmer, $2000-$200, 

Germany; Catherine, 37, housekeeper, Germany; Charles, 16, farmer, OH; Frederic, 14, OH; 

John, 12, OH; Catherine, 10, OH; Jacob, 8, OH; Mary, 6, OH; Minnie, 4, OH, Joseph, 2, IL  

1880: Jonesboro Pct, Union Co, IL, 3 Jul 1880; Frederick Bartruff, 54, farmer, Germany; 

Fredrica, 49, keeping house, Germany; Kate, 21, OH; Charles, 26, carpenter, OH; John, 23, 

farmer, OH;  Jacob, 19, OH; Mary, 17, OH; Mina, 15, OH; Joseph, 11, IL; Willie, 8, IL, Theresa, 

6, IL 

 

1881 Patron List for Union Co, IL T13 R1W;  

Name   Post Office  Occupation  Where Born    Yr in Union Co 

Bartruff, FL  Jonesboro        Wurtemberg, Germany   1865 

 

1900 District 101, Jonesboro, Union Co, IL; Charles J. Bauer, head, Mar 1872, 28, m-5yrs, IL IL 

OH, engineer; Tracy L., wife, Feb 1875, 25, m-5yrs, 2 children-2 living, IL Ger Ger; Esther, dau, 

Sep 1895, 5, s, IL IL IL; Rudie, son, Jul 1897, 2, s, IL IL IL; Frederick L.  Bartruff, father in law, 

Jun 1826, 74, s, Ger Ger Ger;   Frederick immigrated to America in 1852 and was naturalized at 

age 48 
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Ebenezer Baptist Church                                              Ebenezer Cemetery 

Jonesboro, Union Co, IL                   Jonesboro, Union Co, IL 

Photos contributed by Blaine Whipple 
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[Union Co, IL Death Register: #5482 Date of Report: Jan 16, 1902] 

Frederick Ludwig Bartruff: Male, White, age 75yrs7mos10dys, farmer, widower, born Germany 

Died: January 16, 1902 12:20 a.m. Jonesboro, IL 

Cause: Broncharrbra   Complications: Chronic Bronchitis 

Duration of Disease: 15 years 

Place of Burial: Ebenezer Cemetery Jan 18, 1902 

Undertaker: Tom Norris, Jonesboro, IL 

Physician: Jno. J. Lenee MD, Jonesboro, IL 

 

 

   "Friederich L. Bartruff, born 6 June 1826 in Winzerhausen, Oberamt Marbach, Württemberg, 

died on 16 Jan 1902 at Jonesboro, Union Co. Ill., at an age of 75 years, 7 months and 10 days.  

The deceased came to America in the year 1852 and entered into holy matrimony still in the same 

year with Catharina Spangler.  This marriage was blessed with 12 children.  His wife and 2 sons 

preceeded him in death; 6 sons, 4 daughters, about 50 grandchildren, several great grandchildren, 

1 sister and many friends remain to mourn the deceased, nevertheless not without hope to meet 

again.  Father Bartruff was converted to God in April 1878 and was a faithful member of the 

Ebenezer congregation of the United Evangelical Church in Jonesboro, Ill., until his end.  He was 

a loving husband and father, who was interested in the welfare of the person, both in the earthly 

as well as in the spiritual.  He was a liberal supporter of the works of the Lord and rejoiced over 

his success.  Death found him prepared and waiting.  Our loss is his eternal gain.  The funeral was 

conducted by Rev. Geo. W. Wolf and C. F. Kiest, preacher."  [Translated from German by Louis 

H. Bauer, Jan 1980] 

 

   ñFrederich L. Bartruff died 16 Jan 1902, at his home three and a half miles south of 

Jonesboro, aged 75 years, 7 months, 16 days, and was buried in Ebenezer Cemetery. He 

was born in Germany and came to the U.S. 50 years ago, settling first in Ohio for about 

15 years before coming to Illinois. He has been a U.S. citizen 35 years. He left 10 

children, Charles J. Bartruff of Salem, Ore., Mrs. Mary Foehr of Murphysboro, Jackson 

County, and Frederick Bartruff, John Bartruff, Jacob Bartruff, Joseph Bartruff, William 

Bartruff, Mrs. Catherine Scharf, Mrs. Minnie Weiss, and Mrs. Theresa Bauer, all of 

Union County; and 55 grandchildren.ò [Jonesboro Gazette, January 18, 1902] 
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  "Katharine F., born a Spenglar, was born 28 Sep 1828 in Lauffen on the Neckar, Wuerttenberg, 

and died 29 June 1899 in Jonesboro, Ill., at an age of 66 years, 9 months and 1 day.  She must, as 

a consequence of an attack of cholera, suffered much 24 hours long but bore all with christian 

patience.  In February 1852 she came to America; she was married at the same time to her now 

deeply grieved husband.  This marriage produced 12 children, 8 sons and 4 daughters; 2 sons 

preceeded her in death.  She converted to God in 1877 and remained true until her end.  She 

leaves in addition to her deeply grieved husband, F. L. Bartruff, 10 children, 14 grandchildren and 

many friends to weep for the departed.  The Lord grant them a happy reunion.  Rev. M. Speck 

preached in German and the undersigned in English.  J. G. LaRosh, Preacher."  [Translated by 

Louis H. Bauer, Jan. 1980] 

 

K.F. Bartruff, wife of F.L. Bartruff, died 29 Jun 1899, of cholera morbus, at her home 

south of Jonesboro, aged 66 years, 9 months, 1 day, and was buried in Ebenezer 

Cemetery. [Jonesboro Gazette, July 1, 1899] 

 

Note: Katharineôs maiden name is found spelled Spangler, Spengler, Spenglar.   
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Frederick Ludwig Children 1894 

 

 
Back Row (L-R): Charles, Frederick, John, Jacob, Joseph William 

Front Row (L-R): Katherine, Mary, Wilhelmina (expecting her 6
th
 child), Theresa  

 

Frederick and Katherine had 12 known children.  Many of them moved to Oregon while others 

remained in IL.   


