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Preface 

 

    For the first three generations of the Fleury/Flory/Flora family I relied heavily on research done by Joel Cepheus Flora in his publication of 1951 

entitled Genealogy and History of Descendants of Jacob Flora Sr of Franklin County, Virginia.  In addition, research provided online by other 

individuals (including Ken Florey, Richard Gethmann and John Marcinkowski) has provided much insight on the early history of the Flory/Flora 

family.  I take no credit or blame for the information provided and have included it as provided on their website at   

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html  

 

There is some disagreement between the various sources on the actual origin of the Flora family.  Joel Cepheus Flora tends to speculate that they 

were French who were driven into Switzerland and Germany during upheaval in France.  The online source speculates that they were Swiss.  The 

answer to that question will be left to others who wish to seek out the definitive answer.  While additional information will be noted on all individuals 

in each generation, my focus, for the most part, will be on the ancestors and descendants of  Jacob Flora (1823-1867). 

 

   The individuals that are my primary line of interest are noted in red in each generation.  Any updates or additions would be most appreciated.  I do 

not display information on those who are still living in order to preserve their privacy.  

 

     Although I use a "Flory Coat of Arms" for decorative purposes I would hasten to point out that these have popped up on the internet in direct 

relationship to the interest in family history. Without serious research, it would not be possible to know if this particular coat of arms is indeed tied to 

the Flory family or if they even had a coat of arms. 

 

     The first couple of generations in America spelled the name in as Fleury/Flory. As time went on it was changed by some generations to Flora. In 

some families one individual went by Flory and another by Flora. 

  

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html
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EARLY HISTORY OF THE FLORY FAMILY  

            ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW 

     ñIt is interesting to speculate as to why Joseph, at the age of 51, decided to immigrate to America.  He appears to have been relatively prosperous.  

He had money enough to pay for a minimum of six passages over here.  Approximately half of the Germans who emigrated, incurred debts along the 

way, and were auctioned off in Philadelphia into a servitude that lasted from 3 ½ to 7 years.  Mary had to post a bond of approximately 200 pounds 

on his death due to the extent of his goods.  Because of Josephôs age and because of his prosperity, many assume that he came here for religious 

reasons.  He did settle in an area that was known for its non-orthodox religious fervor and was near an area that had been settled earlier by 

Mennonites.  Family genealogists have speculated for a number of years that Joseph may have been an Anabaptist, fleeing from religious 

persecution. Recent evidence suggests that he came over here together with at least 14 other Mennonite families aboard the Hope, at least some of 

which were from Zweibrucken, near the source of the Saare River in the Duchy of Pfalz.ò [  

     ñThere was a Mennonite congregation of about 27 families living in Zweibruecken in 1732. This was confirmed by a census report sent to 

Mennonite leaders in Amsterdam in Holland. The report indicates that the Zweibruecken congregation was made up of exiles from Alsace in 1713. 

Many of these exiles were apparently born in Switzerland.   There is no evidence that Mennonites were living in Zweibruecken after 1732. The 

theory is that most, if not all, left as a group on the Hope in 1733. Because the census list of 1732 does not list names of the 27 Mennonite families 

then living in Zweibruecken, it is difficult to determine how many of the passengers on the Hope did indeed come from that area. However, it has 

been determined that many of the families on the Hope can be linked to Zweibruecken.  Women traveling during that time followed the Swiss 

tradition of going by their family name rather than their husbandôs name.  With this in mind it is important to note that the name of Anna Maria Bugh 

appears just prior to the names of Mary Flory (21) and Hanliey Flory (17) on the ship list (and in the same handwriting as that used to transcribe the 

names of the Flory children). Her age of 40 is appropriate for that of the wife of Joseph (51). There is no male aboard the Hope with the name of 

Bugh, so she was not traveling with a husband by that name. Moreover, as you know, German women as well as men went by their middle names 

rather than their first names. Anna Maria would have been called Maria, or Mary.ò  [ 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html ] 

From the ship register below it is apparent that the Flory family were all literate and able to sign their name. 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html%20%5d
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html


 
 

 

[ http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html ] 

               ñWalter Bunderman believes that several other Floriey children also came here with Joseph, a son named Jacob, and a daughter named 

Barbara.  According to Naff family tradition, Joseph may have had a child named Eva born on ship during the transatlantic voyage (Bunderman calls 

this child Katherine).  Anna Maria Bugh (her family name), apparently, had one more son with Joseph, an Abraham Floriey in 1735, the only known 

child of Josephôs to have been born in America.   

      The only other time Josephôs wifeôs name appears on a public document is on a bond which she had to sign at her husbandôs death in 1741 

indicating that she would provide a full list of his goods to authorities within six months, for the purpose of taxation.   

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html


 

 



 



[ http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html ] 

      Joseph brought his family from Philadelphia to Rapho Township in Lancaster County in Pennsylvania.  The area was known for its Dunker 

activity, and several of Josephôs own children were baptized at the Conestoga Congregation a short distance from his home.  Rapho adjoins 

Hempfield Twp. which was originally settled in 1715 entirely by Mennonites, including the Neff family. Joseph Floriey, the Younger, was baptized 

at Conestoga in 1741 at the age of 27, his brother John in 1747 at 29, Jacob on May 1, 1748, and the previously unknown Barbara in 1754.   Sooner 

or later, anyone doing research into the history of Joseph and his descendants will want to know something about the Church of the Brethren 

(Dunkers). [http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~florey/joseph.html]  

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~florey/josephintroduction.html
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~florey/joseph.html
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Joseph J. Flory Sr. 

(1682-1741) 

  



1. JOSEPH J. FLORY SR was born in 1682. He died in October 1741 in Ralpho Twp, Lancaster Co, PA. He married ANNA MARIA BUGH in 

1711 in Germany. She was born in 1693 in Germany. She died in Ralpho Twp, Lancaster Co, PA. 

 

 

 
 

[Genealogy and History of Descendants of Jacob Flora Sr of Franklin County, Virginia compiled by Joel Cepheus Flora, a great great great grandson, 

copyright 1951, published by J.C. Flora, now in public domain p.16] 

 

Children of JOSEPH FLORY and ANNA MARIA (MARY) BUGH are: 

1.1. MARY FLORY was born about 1712.  A Mary Florey, whose age was 21, appears on the ship list of "The Hope." Nothing else is known about 

her. Because her age is 21, she may have been born to a mother other than Anna Maria Bugh (whose age is listed as 40 on the ship lists of "The 

Hope"), who would have to have been no older than 18 when she was married to have a child at 19. 



1.2. JOSEPH FLORY was born about 1714 and died in 1785.  He married Catherine Zollinger. 

Children of JOSEPH FLORY and CATHERINE ZOLLINGER are: 

1.2.1. ABRAHAM FLORY  was born 1739, Rapho Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and died January 19, 1796 in Pennsylvania. 

1.2.2. DAVID FLORY was born about 1741 Rapho Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and died 1795.  He married EVA [maiden 

name unknown at this time] 

1.2.3. JOHN FLORY was born about 1743, Rapho Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and died 1797.  He married MARY 

APOLLONIA. 

1.2.4. MARY FLORY was born about 1744. She married MICHAEL BAUMBERGER in 1762.  He was born about 1737.  They moved to 

Maryland and had at least two sons. Michael was the brother of John Baumberger, who married Mary's sister, Katherine.  

1.2.5. KATHERINE FLORY was born about 1745.  She married JOHN BAUMBERGER, 

1.2.6. JOSEPH FLORY was born February 6, 1751/52 and died 10 January 1795, Middletown, Pennsylvania.  He married EVA 

CATHERINE TOOT June 23, 1777. 

1.2.7. PETER FLORY was born about 1755 and died between 1830 and 1839.  He married CHRISTINA GERTRUDE [maiden name 

unknown at this time] 

1.3. HANLIEY FLORY was born about 1716.  There is speculation that her name was actually Anneli which is Swiss for ñlittle Annaò and the name 

Hanliey was a misinterpretation or a nickname.  She was 17 and listed as Hanliey on the ship ñHopeò register in 1733. 

1.4. JOHN FLORY was born 1718 and died November 1781. He married ANNA MARIE DANKERS.about 1740.  They were the parents of 20 

known children. 

Children of JOHN FLORY and ANNA MARIE DANKERS are: 

1.4.1. ELIZABETH FLORY, b. May 1741. 

1.4.2. ANNA FLORY, b. April 1744. 

1.4.3. BARBARA FLORY, b. August 21, 1745. 

1.4.4. ABRAHAM FLORY, b. June 02, 1749. 

1.4.5. CATHARINA FLORY, b. May 10, 1750. 

1.4.6. FANNY FLORY, b. July 31, 1751. 

1.4.7. JOHANNES (JOHN) FLORY, b. May 03, 1753. 

1.4.8. DANIEL FLORY, b. August 08, 1754. 

1.4.9. MARA FLORY, b. March 02, 1756. 



1.4.10. MAGDALENA FLORY, b. July 13, 1757. 

1.4.11. CHRISTINA FLORY, b. July 20, 1758. 

1.4.12. SALOME FLORY, b. October 24, 1759. 

1.4.13. ESTHER FLORY, b. January 26, 1760/61. 

1.4.14. JUDITH FLORY, b. February 11, 1762. 

1.4.15. ROSINA FLORY, b. March 13, 1763. 

1.4.16. REGINA FLORY, b. March 09, 1764. 

1.4.17. JOSEPH FLORY, b. July 18, 1765. 

1.4.18. MICHAEL FLORY, b. December 18, 1766. 

1.4.19. HEINRICH FLORY, b. October 25, 1768. 

1.4.20. RACHEL FLORY, b. February 18, 1771.  

1.5. JACOB FLORY  was born about 1725 in Palatinate, Germany, and died 1796 in Franklin County, Virginia.  He married MARIA CATHERINE 

CONRAD.  [see next Chapter for his descendants] 

1.6. BARBARA FLORY was born about 1732.  She was baptized at the Conestoga Congregration in 1754. This is the only time her name appears on 

public record. While there is nothing to directly link her to Joseph, Walter Bunderman in his 1948 study assumes that she is his daughter. The 

congregation was a short distance from Joseph's place of residence in Rapho Township, and there was no other Flory family in the immediate area 

from which she could have come. There are several alternative explanations, but since Barabara has been accepted by tradition as being Joseph's 

daughter, she will be placed so here.  Roxann Rhea notes that there are two possible references to Barbara elsewhere.  A Barbara Flohr of Rapho 

Township married and Adam Bach, Jr., of Lebanon Township on May 2, 1769.  A Maria Barbara Florin married a Johan Bartolomaeus Shuh in 

Philadelphia on September 19, 1757.  This latter record is from an Evangelical Lutheran Record, and the former from a Reformed Record from the 

Pastoral Records of John Casper Stoever.  The existence of Rapho Township Barbara Flohr opens up a number of possibilities, one of which is that a 

Flohr family and a Flori family could have become confused. Was it a Flohr and not a Flori who was baptized at Conestoga? 

1.7. KATHRINNA  -OR- EVA FLORY? was born September 08, 1733, and died 1821. She married JACOB NAFF 1755.  If Joseph and his wife had 

a daughter on ship when they crossed the Atlantic, her name may have been Eva and not Katherine.  This is the name by which her grandson, Isaac 

Naff refers to her. The name "Katherine" comes from a reading of a birth document that Walter Bunderman had access to in his research of the 

family for his 1948 book.   

Children of KATHRINNA? (EVA?) FLORY and JACOB NAFF are: 

1.7.1. MARY NAFF, b. 1756. 

1.7.2. ABRAHAM NAFF, b. February 22, 1758. 

1.7.3. SARAH NAFF, b. 1762. 

1.7.4. ISAAC NAFF, b. 1763. 

 1.7.5. ELIZABETH NAFF, b. 1765. 

1.7.6. JACOB NAFF, b. Abt. 1768. 

1.7.7. JOSEPH NAFF, b. 1769. 

1.7.8. JONATHAN NAFF, b. 1771. 



1.7.9. SUSANNAH NAFF, b. 1773. 

1.7.10. CATHERINE NAFF, b. 1777. 

1.7.11. DAVID NAFF, b. 1780. 

1.8. ABRAHAM FLORY was born 1735 in Rapho Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania and died 1827 in Madison Twp., Montgomery 

County, Ohio. He married ANNA CATHERINA BLOCKER about 1759. 

Children of ABRAHAM FLORY and ANNA CATHERINA BLOCKER  

1.8.1. CATHERINE FLORY, b. November 25,1761; d. July 25,1846; m. FREDERICK BLOCHER  (1765--1844) 

1.8.2. RACHEL FLORY, b. December 6, 1763; d. July 19, 1841. m HENRY MILLER SR (about 1750--1812) 

1.8.3. MARY FLORY, b. about 1765; d. April 11, 1856; m. about 1789 MICHAEL MILLER, Sr d. about 1817 

1.8.4. JOHN FLORY, b. August 28, 1766, Rockingham Co., VA; d. February 20, 1845; m. CATHERINE GARBER. 

1.8.5. SUSANNA FLORY, b. March 14, 1768, Franklin Co., PA; d. November 21, 1856, Somerset Co., PA; m. JOHN BEEGHLY. 

1.8.6. JOSEPH FLORY, b. December 29, 1769, Franklin Co., PA; d. October 30, 1823; m. ELIZABETH BEEGHLEY. 

1.8.7. ABRAHAM FLORY, b. 1774, Somerset Co., PA; d. March 14, 1796.  m. Mary [Unknown] 

1.8.8. EMANUEL FLORY, b. July 13, 1776, Franklin Co., PA; d. March 09, 1849; m. (1) SARAH KEAGY; m. (2) ELIZABETH 

BLOCKER ROYER, December 16, 1823.  Emanuel was a Dunker minister and farmer. 

1.8.9. HENRY FLORY, b. Abt. 1777, Franklin Co., PA; d. November 24, 1824, Montgomery Co., OH; m. ANNA KEAGY. 

1.8.10.  SARAH FLORY (1780--1810) m. about 1805 ABRAHAM HORNER 

. 



Generation II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob Flora 

(1725-1796) 

  



HISTORY OF FRANKLIN COUNTY , VIRGINIA  

In the 1740's, pioneers traveling by river and road from Eastern Virginia and Maryland, and Scotch-Irish and German families coming down the 

Carolina Road (originally known as the Great Indian Warrior Path) and settled in what would become Franklin County, then the western-most county 

in Virginia.  The County was formed in 1786 from parts of Bedford and Henry Counties by an act of the General Assembly.  It was named for Benjamin 

Franklin, the governor of Pennsylvania, where many settlers originated.  

The County lies in the western piedmont, a diverse terrain ranging from flatlands on the east to rugged peaks of the Blue Ridge Mountains on the 

west.  The area was home to native Americans as early as 10,000 B.C.  In the 1600's an eastern Siouan tribe inhabited the region.  Indian relics, 

arrowheads and artifacts found throughout the County remind us of the original settlers. 

Since the County's early beginnings, its citizens have served as gallant soldiers in every war the U. S. has known.  Notable Confederate General Jubal 

A. Early was born in the Red Valley community.  He went to West Point for his education, represented Franklin County in the General Assembly, and 

served as Commonwealth's Attorney for many years.  Another nationally known native son was Booker T. Washington, a black educator.  Born a slave 

on a plantation near Hales Ford, Booker T. Washington founded the Tuskegee Institute in 1881.  His birthplace is a national monument. 

Agriculture has figured prominently in Franklin County's 200-year history, and was the occupation of most county residents until recent times.  Tobacco 

was a leading crop in early Franklin County.  Locally mined iron and copper were transported over the Carolina Road as far south as Georgia.  The 

furnace of the Washington Ironworks, the County's oldest landmark, stands as a monument where munitions for the Revolutionary Army were 

manufactured.  A growing animal husbandry industry established Franklin County as one of Virginia's leading dairy producers. 

The late nineteenth century saw increasing industrialization.  With the entry of the Norfolk and Western railroad in 1892, the "Punkin Vine" route 

through the County provided new access for industry.  Tobacco factories as well as diversified wood and textile-based industries became significant 

components of the County's economy. 

The development of 2,880 acre Philpott Lake in 1953 and 20,600 acre Smith Mountain Lake in 1966 gave rise to Franklin County's current designation 

as the "Land Between the Lakes and The Blue Ridge Mountains."  It is an apt description for a remarkable place - a land of compelling natural beauty, 

economic stability, recreational abundance, and rich heritage! 

 



 

Boones Mill lies about fifteen miles south of Roanoke, Virginia, midway between Roanoke and Rocky Mount, Virginia. It is a small rural town rich 

in history and beautiful to visit. It was the home of many of the first settlers in Virginia, and the birthplace of many of their descendants. You will see 

Boones Mill mentioned many times when researching the genealogy of the Naff, Flora, Bowman, Barnhart, and innumerable other families.  

On first thought, most people want to know if Boones Mill had any connection to Daniel Boone. There is a local tradition that pioneer Daniel stopped 

overnight in the village that became today's town of Boones Mill. This may very well be true, since Daniel probably traveled the route down the old 

Carolina Road, which runs about parallel with today's Route 220, but the facts are that the town is not named after Daniel. 1  

It has been concluded after extensive research that Daniel Boone's family had no connection with the founding of Boones Mill, Virginia. There are at 

least two distinct Boone families in the United States. Daniel Boone, the famous pioneer, is of the British (English, Scotch and Scotch-Irish) line 

which descended from George Boone, III, and his wife, Mary Mauridge of Devonshire, England.2  

In the year 1741 a German immigrant by the name of Johann Diel Bohne landed in Philadelphia, PA. He arrived on the ship "Marlborough" from the 

Palatinate, Germany, near the Rhine River. His age is given on the ship's list as 30 years. The original of this document is on file with the 

Pennsylvania Historical Society at Harrisburg.3  

On April 10, 1750, fifty acres of land located near Frizellburg, now Carroll County, Maryland, called "Boone's Content" were patented to Theobald 

Boon (Land Warrant No. 587, Carroll County, MD). We know by Johann's will that this land had come into the possession of Johann Diel Bohne. 

Perhaps Johann had relatives in the new world before he left Germany. In September, 1752, Johann Bohne acquired 80 acres of the "Resurvey on 

http://www.cob-net.org/docs/brethrenlife_migrations.htm#carolina


Shear Spring." (Land Warrant #1970, Carroll County, MD) In October of 1758 Johann acquired 40 acres of the tract "No Whisky." (Land Warrant 

#2821).4 We can see that this immigrant was acquiring quite a lot of land and his estates were growing.  

 

  



 

 

1. JACOB FLORA was born in about 1725 in Wuerttemberg, Germany. He died in 1796 in Franklin County, Virginia.  He married MARIA 

CATHERINE CONRAD about 1758 in Maryland. She was born on 30 November 1725 in Steinfield, Bamberg, Bayern, Germany. She died in 1777 

in Franklin County, Virginia. 

 
 

[Genealogy and History of Descendants of Jacob Flora Sr of Franklin County, Virginia compiled by Joel Cepheus Flora, a great great great grandson, 

copyright 1951, published by J.C. Flora, now in public domain p.17] 


